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Return  ov  the  Discovery  Ship  Resolute. 

• 

The  "important  event"  of  the  past  month  has  been  the  restoration 

of  the  Resolute  to  England,  and  the  graceful  presentation  of  the 

same  by  the  American  nation  to  Queen  Victoria  at  Cowes.    The 

act  will  deservedly  be  ever  remembered  as  a  token  of  friendly  feeling 

of  the  Americans  towards  their  "  motherland,"  and  will  henceforth 

form  an  important  chapter  in  the  history  of  both  nations.    The 

value  of  the  gift  is,  moreover,  enhanced  by  the  recollection  that,  at 

the  very  time  when  Congress  voted  a  large  sum  for  the  purchase  of 

the  ship,  the  two  governments  were  engaged  in  angry  correspondence 

™  matters  of  dispute,  no*  happily  settled  without  any  dishonorable 

secession  on  either  side.    This  spontaneous  courtesy  of  the  Ameri- 

in  Congress  demands  our  warmest  admiration  and  thanks.    It  was 

te  act  of  a  polite  as  well  as  a  friendly  people,  and  well  calculated 

remind  us  of  old  relationship  and  ties  of  blood*    Whenever  we 

)  inclined  to  be  "wrathy"  let  us  remember  the  Resolute,  and  the 

onerous  impulse,  which  moved  them  to  restore  her  to  the  British 

ho.  1.— vol.  vi.  * 
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Navy.  May  such  interchange  of  courtesy  and  good  feeling  long 
characterize  the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  thoughts  of  quarrel  or  hostility. 

In  connexion  with  the  history  of  the  Resolute  there  are  so  many 
interesting  and  remarkable  coincidences  that  one  almost  feels  at  a 
loss  where  to  begin  and  where  to  end.  In  the  first  place  the  most 
prominent  feature  in  her  c^se  is  the  Arctic  Expedition  in  search  of 
Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  gallant  companions.  His  long  ice-bound 
absence  from  our  shores  has  excited  the  sympathy  of  all  nations, 
more  particularly  our  Cousins,  who  have  taken  part  in  the  various 
expeditions  which  have  been  sent  out  in  search  of  the  Erebus  and 
Terror.  Even  our  very  yachtsmen  have  participated  in  exploring  the 
Arctic  regions,  threading  their  way  as  in  the  Nancy  Dawson,  on  the 
like  humane  but  unsuccessful  search. 

We  need  therefore  hardly  remind  our  readers  of  the  departure  of 
Sir  John,  as  fax  back  as  the  year  1845,  in  search  of  the  North-west 
passage,  of  the  subsequent  expeditions  sent  out  by  our  government 
owing  to  his  lengthened  absence  from  home,  of  the  tidings  and  traces 
found  in  1850,  at  Cape  Riley  by  the  squadron  under  Captain  Austin, 
and  in  which  season  our  Cousins  participated  in  the  American  Expe- 
dition, the  Advance  and  Rescue  equipped  at  the  sole  cost  of  one  of 
her  wealthy  citizens,  Henry  Grinnell,  Esq.,  of  New  York;  and  also 
the  more  important  one  of  1853,  under  the  command  of  Sir  -Edward 
Belcher,  which  consisted  of  the  Assistance,  Commander  Richards ; 
the  Resolute,  Captain  Kellett;  and  the  steamers  Intrepid,  Comman- 
der RJc'CliDtock,  and  the  Pioneer,  Lieutenant  Osboru ;  independent 
of  the  two  ships  Enterprise  and,  the  Investigator,  Captain  (now  Six) 
Richard  Mc'Clur^e,  which  wer,e  then  supposed  to  be  wending  their 
way  by  the  straits  of  Behjing, 

It  would  therefore  seem  that  every  thing  which  art  and  science 
could  combine  was  adopted,  in  ordej  to  obtain  the  realization  of  a 
Nations  hopes,  but  which  was  frustrated  by  Admiralty  inefficiency, 
yet,  all  that  a  nation  had  a  right  to  expect  was  so  little  realized* 
The  deplorable  return  of  a  portion  of  the  expedition  in  1854,  with 
the  intelligence  that  this  promising  expedition  had  been  abando 
by  the  commander  in  defiance  of  the  "round  robin"  of  his  aub 
dinates,  and  that  four  of  the  fleet  were  locked  up  in  the  Welling 
Channel  in  their  icy  prison,  and  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  elem< 
until  some  freak  of  nature  or  Arctic  current  should  release  them. 
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which  expedition  the  Resolute  was  one,  ahd  ba£  been  sincfe  released 
without  a  htiman  hand  to'  guide  her,  Jet  by  the  mysterious  Working 
of  Providence  she  had  been  restored  tit  us  from  her  icy  Confines, 
and  spared  to  be  sent  home  by  Albion's  indefatigable  and  persever- 
rng  offspring,  as  a  monument  of  frdierniie  in  the  cause,  and  of  the 
cupidity  of  the  commander  of  that  expedition. 

The  drifting  of  tids  ship  appears  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  6n 
record.     From  her  ice-bound  dock  in  lat.  76°  and  long.  94°,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  post-office  of  the  North  Pole,  she  has  made  her  way 
through  unknown  channels  into  Davis  Straits,— or  peradventtire,  as 
a  messenger  through  the  Wellington  Channel  into  the  Great  t>olar 
Basin,  thence  by  Jones',  Smiths',  6r  some  othe*  yet  unexplored 
channel  leading  to  Baffin's  Bay;  or  perchance  what  is  equally  probable 
she  has  wended  her  way  south  through  Prince  Regent's  or  Admiralty 
Inlet  to  Pond's  Bay;  of  may  be,  as  the  Mind  suggests,  to  the  Gulf 
of  Boothia,  thence  finding  an  exit  to  the  Fox  Channel  into  Cumber- 
land Straits ;  but  since  all  is  mere  conjecture  the  homeward  path  of 
the  Resolute  must  ever  Remain  a  mystery.  Thus  much,  it  is  evident, 
no  Admiralty  influence  guided  or  controlled  her  actions,  but  left  to 
the  direction  of  the  elements  and  an'  unerring  current,  she  has  been 
wafted  amid  unheard  of  perils  and  hair -breadth  escapes  a  distance  of 
1,200  miles  from  where  she  was  abandoned  to  the  spot  where  she 
was  picked  up— off  Cape  God's  Merc^,  in  lat.  ()6°  30',  and  long. 
74°  near  the  entrance  of  Cumberland  Straits,  by  the  American 
whaler  the  **  George  Henry";  in  the  month  of  September  1855,  and 
from  thence  carried  safe  into  New  London,  on  the  Thames,  one  of 
the  New  England  States,  cities  and  rivers — namesakes  of  the  Old 
World,  from  which  she  so  resolutely  started. 

The  Resolute  was  eventually  brought  to  New  York,  where  she 
arrived  in  December  1855,  and  the  British  Government  relinquished 
ail  claim  to  her.  The  Americans  then  performed  a  graceful  act  of 
courtesy,  and  a  sum  of  40,000  dollars  was  appropriated  by  Congress 
to  purchase  the  Resolute  from  the  whalers,  and  to  refit  her  as  a 
present  to  Queen  Victoria. 

a  connexion  with  the  history  of  the  Resolute  we  may  add — that 
as  from  this  ship  that  Lieutenant  Pirn  sallied  forth  on  his  arduous 
ney  over  the  ice  to  meet  Captain  M'Clure,  whose  vessel,  the  In- 
igator,  it  was  ascertained  was  frozen  in  in  Mercy  Bay,  Baring's 
md. 
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The  American  journals  at  the  time,  in  describing  the  release  and 
salvage  of  the  Resolute,  gave  the  following  account : — "  It  appears 
that  Captain  Buddington,  in  the  whaling  barque  George  Henry, 
was  working  his  way  through  vast  masses  of  floating  ice  on  the  17th 
of  September,  1855,  in  lat.  67°  N.,  when  he  discovered  a  ship  in  the 
distance  bearing  N.E.,  about  20  miles  from  Cape  Mercy.  The  head 
of  the  stranger  was  pointed  due  East,  and  though  she  kept  almost 
without  deviation  on  this  course,  it  was  evident  she  was  a  derelict* 
For  five  days  the  vessels  drifted  towards  each  other,  and  on  the  sixth 
day  when  the  ship  was  about  7  miles  off,  the  boats  were  lowered,  and 
the  ship  boarded.  To  the  joy  of  all  she  was  found  to  be  the  Resolute, 
one  of  the  Discovery  ships.  The  captain  considering  that  he  had 
secured  a  prize  better  than  catching  whales,  left  his  own  ship  to  be 
brought  home  by  his  mate,  and  went  on  board  the  Resolute  with  a 
part  of  his  crew.  After  considerable  labour  and  exertions,  the  vessel 
was  rigged,  and  after  a  long  and  perilous  voyage,  with  head  winds 
nearly  all  the  way,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  the  ship  safely  into  New 
London.  His  own  vessel,  the  George  Henry  of  which  he  had  lost 
sight  of  all  the  voyage,  arrived  safely  a  few  days  previous.*' 

According  to  the  description  which  Captain  Buddington  gives  of 
the  appearance  of  things  on  board,  as  presented  to  him  when  he  had 
leisure  to  examine  the  vessel,  was  doleful  in  the  extreme.     "  The 
hold  was  found  to  be  full  of  water,  and  it  took  three  days  of  constant 
labour  to  pump  it  out.    Every  thing  of  a  moveable  nature  seemed  to 
be  out  of  its  place,  and  was  in  a  damaged  condition  from  the  immer- 
sion in  the  water.     The  cabin  was  strewed  with  books,  clothing,  pre- 
served meats,  interspersed  here  and  there  with  lumps  of  ice.     There 
was  scarcely  anything  on  board  the  abandoned  vessel  that  was  not 
more  or  less  destroyed.     There  was  a  great  lack  of  fuel  on  board. 
Of  provisions  there  was  not  enough  perhaps  to  last  a  crew  of  seventy- 
five  men  (the  number  originally  carried  by  the  Resolute,)  for  nine 
months.    The  salt  meats  were  the  only  articles  that  were  at  all  in  a 
state  of  preservation.     Everything  had  gone  to  decay;  even  the 
ship's  sails,  found  between  decks,  were  so  rotten  that  the  sailors  could 
thrust  their  fingers  through  them  like  so  much  brown  paper, 
large  armament  of  brass  cannon  and  Minie  rifles,  in  perfect  ore 
sufficient  for  any  emergency,  was  found  on  board,  as  well  as  an  i 
mense  amount  of  clothing,  and  every  thing  else  that  could  conduce 
the  comfort  of  the  crew,  or  contribute  to  the  objects  of  the  expediti 
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Bar  were  the  intellectual  wants  of  those  on  board  forgotten,  for  there 
was  a  valuable  and  extensive  library  of  well-selected  books  on  board, 
though  they  had  suffered  somewhat  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  sea, 
and  that  boat  loads  of  books  had  to.  be  thrown  overboard,  saturated 
with  water,  and  rendered  worthless*  There  was  also  found  on  board 
a  considerable  quantity  of  whalebone,  but  whether  taken  by  the  ship's 
crew,  or  purchased  of  the  Esquimaux,  was  not  known." 

Such,  no  doubt,  is  a  faithful  description  of  the  vessel  and  its  con- 
tents as  were  communicated  to  the  "  leading  journal "  of  the  States— 
the  "New  London  Journal,"  at  the  time,  and  from  which  we  have 
formed  a  part  of  our  "  Wandering  Notes." 

We  have  given  in  exten&o  facts  connected  with  the  Resolute  during 
her  absence  from  England,  and  more  particularly  since  she  was 
abandoned,  under  the  probable  supposition  that  she  would  be  ice- 
bound for  ever.  These  facts,  and  everything  in  connexion  with  her 
will  prove  interesting, — they  give  her  a  character, — which  has  now 
been  considerably  enhanced  by  the  generous  disposition  of  the  Ame- 
rican citizens  in  restoring  the  "  new  born  "  ship  to  their  Mother — 
England.  The  act  itself  will  do  more  than  a  "  field  "  of  diplomatic 
correspondence  could  have  accomplished.  Englishmen  love  their 
ships,  they  love  enterprise,  and  they  love  and  appreciate  generosity; 
and  the  only  dilemma  in  which  we  are  found  by  the  occurrence,  is, 
what  suitable  return  can  we  make  for  their  spontaneous  goodwill  ? 

We  now  have  to  record  her  return  to  our  waters,  which  occurred 
on  the  1 2th  of  December,  at  Spithead,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Hartstein,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  after,  we  will  add,  a  quick 
passage  of  twenty-nine  days,  which  may  be  classed  as  an  extraordinary 
one,  considering  her  peculiar  build ;  more  to  withstand  the  pressure 
of  ice,  and  necessarily  a  dull  sailer,  but  a  good  sea-boat.  We  under- 
stand that  forty  days  were  allowed  for  her  passage,  and  therefore  she 
may  be  considered  from  the  tempestuous  weather  she  encountered 
that  she  has  been  fairly  blown  across  the  Atlantic. 

Immediately  on  her  arrival  at  Spithead,  official  orders  were  sent 
from  Head  Quarters  to  show  every  possible  attention  and  courtesy  to 
,  officers  during  their  stay,  and  which  have  been  fully  carried 
\  The  mayor  and  council  of  the  borough  of  Portsmouth  have 
id  them,  the  inhabitants  and  naval  authorities  have  done  likewise; 
it  must  be  appreciated  above  all  is  the  honor  which  has  been 
nferred  on  them  by  the  visit  of  our  gracious  Queen  to  the  ship, 
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diverted  of  Royal  pageantry ;  and  the  reception  and  personal  pre- 
sentation of  her  abandoned  ship.  This  event  took  place  m  Oowetf 
harbour,  on  Tuesday  the  16th, — we  believe,  the  anniversary  of  hot 
arrival  in  America.  Her  Majesty  having  signified  her  intention  of 
honoring  the  American  Officers  on  board  the  Resolute  with  a  visit, 
the  Commander  in  chief  made  the  necessary  arrangements'  for  her 
Majesty's  reception,  and  accordingly  the  Resolute,  Monday  the  15th, 
was  towed  to  Oowes  by  the  Echo  steam-tug.  and  moored  alongside 
the  Trinity  wharf,  which  enabled  Her  Majesty  and  the  royal  family 
to  step  on  board  without  inconvenience. 

On  the  following  day  all  was  again  excitement,  it  having  been  in- 
timated that  Her  Majesty  would  leave  Osborne  at  ten  o'clock  to 
honor  the  Americans.  At  an  early  hour  everything  was  in  readiness, 
H.M.  steamship  Retribution  was  already  moored  abreast  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  to  fire  the  royal  salutes.  Vice- Admiral  Sir  George 
Seymour,  K.O.B.;  Flag-Captain,  O.  H.  Seymour;  and  the  Flag- 
Lieutenant,  M.  Malcombe,  arrived  in  the  Fire  Queen,  to  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  royal  reception.  H.M.  yachts  Fairy 
and  Elfin  were  moored  on  the  bow  and  quarter  of  the  Resolute — their 
barges  at  a  short  distance  off  with  their  oars  tossed,  and  innumerable 
boats  with  company  paying  &  similar  compliment. 

The  fog  which  had  prevailed  up  to  the  anxious  hour  of  the  expected 
arrival  of  the  sovereign  now  cleared  off,  and  the  most  imposing  sight- 
was  manifested.  No  has  than  twenty  mercantile  vessels  were  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship-building  yards,  all  vied  with  each 
other  in  doing  honor  to  the  occasion,  besides  English  and  Scotch 
vessels  there  was  the  American  barque,  Grampus ;  also  Spanish, 
Danish,  Prussian,  Russian,  Hamburg,  Sweden,  and  Norwegian  ships, 
all  with  jaw-breaking  names,  yet  each  adding  additional  interest  to 
the  coup  d'ceil  by  the  display  of  their  national  ensigns  and  bunting, 
which,  with  the  varied  coIouts  of  the  foreign  consuls,  and  those  ex- 
hibited on  the  flag-staffs  of  the  Medina  Docks  and  private  quays, — < 
in  a  word,  all  nations  were  represented  at  this  "  peace  demonstra- 
tion ;"  and  a  scene  was  presented  in  this  locality  such  as  never  Was 
before  witnessed,  a  fit  subject  for  the  artist,  but  which  no  pen  car 
adequately  describe  :  all  the  world  went  forth  to  see,  even  Sol  him- 
self could  no  longer  remain  indoors,  but  peeped  out  to  throw  his, 
gladdening  rays*  on  the  sovereign  picture. 

A  messenger  arrived  announcing  the  departure  of  the  Queen  from 
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Osborne,  and  at  10.20  the  royal  carriages  preceded  by  an  outrider 
entered  the  gates  of  the  Trinity  wharf,  and  drove  up  alongside  the 
Resolute,  where  the  illustrious  party  alighted,  and  in  another  moment 
the  Sovereign  was  on  board.  The  Queen,  was  accompanied  by  His 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Princess 
Royal,  and  the  Princess  Alice,  in  an  open  carriage  drawn  by  four 
gray  ponies.  Her  Majesty  was  attended  by  the  Duchess  of  Athol, 
and  the  Hon.  Miss  Cathcart:  and  in  her  suite  were  Sir  James  Clark, 
M.D.,  Major-General  Bouverie,  Colonel  Phipps,  Captain  De  Roos, 
Mr.  Gibbs,  and  Dr.  Becker. 

On  her  Majesty's  arrival  at  the  Trinity  wharf  the  royal  standard 
was  hoisted,  and  thence  shifted  to  the  main  of  the  Resolute  on  her 
embarkation.  The  guns  of  the  Retribution  sent  forth  a  royal  salute, 
the  various  boats'  crews  tossed  their  oars,  and  the  Americans  stand- 
ing on  the  rail,  received  her  Majesty  with  three  rounds  of  cheers, 
which  were  echoed  and  re-echoed  again  and  again,  with  "  one  cheer 
more,*'  through  the  "  fleet."  Captain  Hartstein,  U.S.  navy,  received 
the  royal  party  at  the  gangway,  and  the  officers  of  the  ship  in  foil 
uniform,  were  grouped  on  either  side :— they  were  Lieutenants  Wells, 
Stone,  and  Hunter  Davidson,  Doctors  Robert  T.  Maccoun  and  Otis, 
the  Acting -Secretary.  There  were  also  the  following  gentlemen  pre- 
sent, J.  R.  Crosky,  Esq.,  die  United  States  Consul  at  Southampton, 
and  Vincent  PappaJardo,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Hading,  Esq.,  his 
representatives  at  Portsmouth  and  Cowes,  Captain  Higgins,  the  com- 
mander of  the  U.S.  mail  steam  ship  Hermann,  Cornelius  Grinnell, 
son  of  Henry  Grinnell,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  the  projector  of  the 
American  Acetic  expedition.  All  were  presented  to  the  Queen  by 
Captain  Hartstein,  who  afterwards  addressed  Her  Majesty  in  the 
following  words: — 

"Allow  me  to  welcome  your  Majesty  on  board  the  Resolute, 
and,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  my  countrymen  and  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  restore  her  to  you,  not  only  as  an 
evidence  of  a  friendly  feeling  to  your  sovereignty,  but  a*  a  token 
of  love,  admiration,  and  respect  to  your  Majesty  personally." 
?his  sincere  and  manly  address  of  the  warm-hearted  sailor,  evi- 

atly  affected  Her  Majesty,  who  with  a  gracious  smile  spoke  from 
heart,  "  I  thank  you*  Sir"  Words,  though  few,  we  are  con- 
eed,  went  to  the  hearts  of  all  present,  and  never  will  be  for* 

.ten  by  them. 
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The  royal  party  then  went  over  the  ship,  and  examined  her  with 
minuteness,  and  with  evident  feelings  of  deep  interest. 

Prince  Albert  in  conversation  with  Captain  Hartstein  remarked 
that  Lady  Franklin  was  very  anxious  for  another  expedition;  to 
which  the  captain  replied,  he  was  not  surprised  that  she  should 
he  so,  for  he  thought  it  very  possible  that  Sir  John,  or  some  of 
his  comrades  might  still  be  alive  among  the  Esquimaux:  a  feeling 
expressed  by  several  gentlemen  present. 

The  Queen  and  royal  party  subsequently  retired  amid  similar 
demonstrations  as  at  her  embarkation.  The  public  were  then  ad- 
mitted, and  the  arrivals  and  departures  continued  throughout  the 
day.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  an  elegant  deje&nS  a  la  four- 
chette  on  board.  In  the  evening  Captain  Hartstein  dined  with  the 
Queen  at  Osborne  by  invitation,  and  all  the  officers  were  invited 
to  visit  the  grounds  at  Osborne,  a  privilege  which  they  availed 
themselves  of  at  3  'p.m.,  and  on  their  return  to  the  Resolute  sat 
down  to  a  splendid  dinner,  with  sparkling  champagne,  fcc.,  pro- 
vided on  board  for  them  and  friends* 

By  way  of  finale  to  the  day's  proceedings  Messrs.  John  and  Robt. 
White,  of  the  Medina  Dock  Establishment,  afforded  a  brilliant  bon- 
fire of  as  many  tar  barrels  as  there  were  "  stars  in  the  Union," 
which  came  off  at  the  dock  head  abreast  the  Resolute,  and  formed  a 
splendid  tableaux  on  the  closing  scene.  The  whole  of  the  workmen 
of  the  establishment  having  assisted  in  this  fraternal  demonstration 
were,  at  the  instance  of  the  "  Chief  Factor  of  the  Company," 
each  supplied  with  a  pint  of  "  Blake's  best  Oriental,"  (which  cheers 
but  not  inebriates,)  to'  drink  the  healths  of  the  Americans,  and  this 
was  followed  up  by  three  hearty  cheers  from  the  stentorian  lungs  of 
300  of  the  "  knights  of  the  axe,  the  adze,  and  the  maul,"  which  pro- 
duced an  extraordinary  effect  on  the  still  waters  of  the  Medina,  and 
were  echoed  along  the  vale. 

We  had  almost  omitted  to  mention,  that  among  the  company  on 
board  the  Resolute,  during  the  interesting  ceremony,  there  were  the 
representatives  of  the  "  Times,"  and  the  "  Illustrated  News,"  as  also 
"  Our  Special  Correspondent,"  who  was  favored  with  the  following 
heart  breathing  composition,  written  by  Doctor  Maocoun   on  th 
voyage,  suggestive  of  the  occasion,  and  which  we  feel  pleasure  ii 
publishing  in  exten$o>  that  the  words  may  be  disseminated  through 
out  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  "  Old  and  New  Worlds." 
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THE  RESOLUTE 

(A   BALUlD.) 

Far  in  the  regions  of  the  North, 

'Mid  chilly  icebergs  bound, 
Foil  many  a  winfry  moon  I  laid, 

The  wild  winds  whistling  round. 

My  wooden  walla  were  tenantless  ; 

No  wonder  the  busy  throng, 
Cheered  my  lone  decks  through  Arctic  nights 

With  music*  and  with  song. 

The  bold  and  gallant  crew  had  fled 

That  once  I  gladly  bore, 
In  search  of  Fbahkuh  and  his  men, 

From  Albion's  happy  shore. 

And  there  amidst  those  frozen  seas, 

Amidst  that  awful  gloom 
Methought  'twould  be  my  lot  to  find, 

A  solitary  tomb. 

But,  one  bright  morn  o'er  icy  peaks, 

I  saw  the  glorious  sun, 
Spreading  the  joyful  news  around, — 

That  summer  had  begun. 

Soon  the  loud  crash  of  falling  bergs, 

Bespoke  the  rapid  thaw, 
And  round  about  the  melting  ice, 

Each  day,  each  hour,  I  saw. 

Then  from  the  chambers  of  the  North, 

A  furious  gale  there  blew; 
And  set  adrift  without  a  sail, 

O'er  the  wild  waves  I  flew. 

Twelve  hundred  miles  I  floated  on, 

Now  drifting  with  the  tide, 
Now  forc'd  upon  the  angry  storm, 

Without  a  hand  to  guide. 

When,  lot  across  the  foaming  main, 

A  vessel  hove  in  view! 
She  launch' d  her  boats  upon  the  waves, 

Manned  with  a  gallant  crew. 

•  There  was  a  large  hand  organ  and  a  musical  box  found  in  the  Besolute 
ion  picked  up  off  Cape  Mercy 
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They  sprang  on  deck,  unloos'd  my  Mils, 
And  *neath  their  guardian  hand, 

I  blithely  plough'd  the  wat'ry  waste, 
Toward  a  genial  land. 

There  anchor'd  in  a  tranquil  port, 

My  friends  no  want  denied, 
Each  bruise  was  dress'd,  each  wound  was  heal'd, 

And  every  need  supplied. 

My  tap'ring  masts  were  reared  aloft, ' 

As  proudly  as  of  yore, 
And  through  my  frame  I  felt  the  power 

To  brave  the  deep  once  more. 

It  was  a  bright,  a  happy  land, 

I  saw  far  o'er  the  wave, 
Peopled  with  men,  like  Englishmen — 

As  proud,  as  bold,  as  brave. 

And  oft  I  heard  those  good  folks  speak 

Dear  Albion  of  thee, 
And  bless  their  lot  that  they  had  sprung 

From  such  a  parent  tree. 

Soon  a  brave  crew  was  plac'd  on  board 

A  gallant  captain  too. 
And  officers  who've  oft  been  tried 

And  found  full  staunch  and  true. 

My  capstan  merrily  went  round, 

My  anchor  was  a  sway, 
My  sails  were  loosen'd  to  the  breeze, 

Yet  ere  I  sped  away. 

Amid  three  hearty  English  cheers, 

Which  my  bold  tars  repaid: 
Columbia^- daughter  of  the  West — 

In  tones  of  kindness  said  : — 

"  60 1  gallant  bark,  from  danger  sure 

Across  thv  Atlantic  sea, 
Token  to  England's  gracious  Queen, 

Of  kind  fraternity. 

"  Go  1  and  proclaim  through  Britain's  Isle, 

From  which  oar  fathers  came 
That  her  descendants  cherish  yet; 

Her  venerable  name. 
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M  And  may  two  kinds  to  near  allied, 

By  language  and  by  blood, 
80  closely  join*d  by  stately  ships, 

That  cross  the  mighty  flood. 

M  And  still  by  science  to  be  brought 

By  iron  bands  so  near, 
That  every  poise  that  thrills  through  thee. 

Shall  beat  responsive  herel 

"For  ever  guard  with  sacred  care 

The  ties  of  parentage, 
And  bound  by  love  and  mutual  weal; 

Prosper  from  age  to  age." 


Thus  spake  Columbia,  and  forth  I  sped 

Across  the  blust*rous  sea, 
Freighted  with  many  a  friendly  wish, 

My  native  land,  for  thee. 

And  when  my  good  and  gracious  Queen 

The  wond'rous  tale  shall  learn, 
Of  all  the  dangers  I  have  seen, 

And  of  my  safe  return ; 

She'll  join  with  every  Englishman 

Of  high  and  low  degree, 
To  thank  our  cousins  for  this  pledge 

Of  pure  fraternity. 

Following  up  the  subject  we  give  also  echo  to  the  subjoined  lines 
already  proclaimed  through  the  States  by  means  of  its  journals,  showing 
the  excitement  anda  kind  feeling  of  our  Cousins  in  evoking  the  powers 
of  their  bards  and  "  Longfellow*,"  as  one  of  many  similar  heart  greet* 
ings. 

AH  INTERNATIONAL  BALLAD, 


MARxnr  P.  Turns, 


A  gracious  and  generous  action 

Outweighing  all  sins  on  each  side, 
Outshaming  the  treasons  of  faction, 

Ambition,  and  folly,  and  pride; 
No  jealousies  now  shall  be  rankling, 

No  siOy  suspicions  intrude, 
Put  round  the  remembrance  of  Fsoinarj^ 

Qur  brotherly  loves  be  renewed! 
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The  Rssolate,  lying  forsaken, 

The  sport  of  the  winds  and  the  ice. 
By  lack  to  America  taken, 

If —nobly  restored  without  price! 
Hot  only  refusing  all  ransom, 

Bat  fitted  anew  for  the  Queen, 
In  a  manner  more  gracious  and  handsome, 

And  kinder  than  ever  was  seen. 

We  too  were  not  lacking  of  honour, 

For,  waiving  all  claim  to  the  ship, 
When  Buddington's  flag  wsj>upon  her, 

We  flung  away  quibble  and  quip, — 
M  He  saved  her — and  so  let  him  take  her ;" 

But  handsome  America  said, 
M I  guess,  cousin,  that  we  can  make  her 

A  prettier  present,  instead. 

"  With  thousands  of  dollars  well  buy  her. 

With  thousands  of  dollars  repair, 
(Diplomacy  cannot  take  Are 

That  here  at  least  all  isn't  fair,) 
In  honour  of  Britain's  ice  heroes, 

Of  Franklin,  and  Boss,  and  M'Clure, 
To  gentle  Victoria,  the  Sea  Rose, 

Her  RetokUe  thus  we  restore  1 " 

Huzza!  for  this  generous  meeting! 

Huzza,  too,  for  Grinrel  and  Kane, 
And  all  the  kind  hearts  that  are  beating, 

80  nobly  from  Kanzas  to  Maine! 
Our  instincts  are  all  for  each  other, 

Though  both  have  a  tincture  of  heat,) 
And  truly,  as  brother  with  brother, 

Our  bosoms  in  unison  beat. 

When  crafty  diplomacy's  blindness 

80  often  does  harm  in  the  dark, 
Our  plain  International  kindness 

Comes— just  as  the  dove  to  the  Ark. 
O  wisdom,  above  the  astuteness 

Of  placemen  by  cunning  defiled,— 
O  better  than  manhood's  acuteness 

This  kindliness  as  of  a  child ! 

In  conclusion,  we  repeat  that  the  arrival — the  presentation— the  go< 
geous  spectacle,  yet  simplicity  of  the  ceremony,  had  afforded  the  mo 
pleasureable  excitement  that  we  have  witnessed  for  many  years,  and  we 
alike  congenial  to  the  straight  forward  manner  of  our  Cousins  of  ti 
West,  and  in  harmony  with  the  presentation  of  tbebr  charge  to  the 
"  First  Lady  of  the  Land." 
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BT  TOMMY  BLUTFBOW. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

TffK  morning'  after  my  encounter  with  John  Lester,  I  found  my  left  eye 
is  black  as  a  chimney  sweep's;  he  had  indeed  left  the  impression  of  his  fist 
upon  my  forehead ;  and  although  I  forgave  him  for  the  injury  he  had 
done  me,  my  annoyance  was  so  great  at  being  obliged  to  keep  indoors 
■trend  days,  that  I  made  up  my  mind  to  discharge  him  from  my  service 
when  I  next  joined  the  yacht.     I  reflected  a  good  deal  upon  the  adven- 
ture, and  the  more  I  did  so  the  greater  was  the  dislike  I  took  to  John 
Lester.     I  had  always  considered  it  infra  dip  to  fight  and  quarrel  with 
•ay  one,  bat  more  especially  with  one's  own  servants:  still  under  such 
csrcnmatanoes  as  those  related  in  my  last  chapter,  how  could  I  have 
done  otherwise  than  act  on  the  defensive?     Lester,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  donbtless  highly  enraged  whilst  contemplating  the  apparent  injus- 
tice towards  him;  but  after  the  positive  explanation  given  he  ought  not 
to  have  attacked  me  as  he  did.     I  weighed  these  circumstances  well  in 
my  own  mind,  and  the  more  I  did  so  the  more  culpable  Lester  appeared 
before  me;  and  I,  at  least,  resolved  on  severely  reprimanding  him  for' 
bis  conduct,  and  unless  he  was  very  penitent,  determined  to  discharge 
bun.     Whilst  contemplating  the  course  I  intended1  to  pursue,  I  was  in- 
terrupted by  a  domestic,  who  informed  me  that  John  Lester  would  be 
glad  to  speak  to  me. 

"  Well,  Lester,  what  do  you  want?  "  said  I  rather  hastily,  as  he  en- 
tered the  room. 

"  What  I  want  with  you,  sir,  is  but  very  little.     I  come  to  say  that 
considering  all  things.  I  intend  to  quit  your  service  as  soon  as  possible." 
"  The  sooner  yon  go,  John  Lester,  the  better  I  shall  like  it.     What 
wages  are  due  to  you  up  to  this  day?  " 
"  Four  pounds,  fifteen,  if  you  please,  sir." 

"  There's  your  money!-— Now  you  can  leave  the  yacht  to  day;  and 
e  the  room  this  instant." 

( I'll  do  so,  sir,  if  you  request  it,  but  I  was  just  going  to  say,  that  I 
e  been  deceived." 
'Deceived!  by  whom?"  I  enquired. 

*  Continued  from  p.  312,  voL  v. 
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"  Both  by  you  bit,  and  the  young  woman  too." 

"  You  must  explain  that  before  you  leave  my  presence,"  I  added. 

"  Well  sir,  in  the  first  place  I  find  that  everybody  in  the  village  says 
that  Kitty  Murray  is  a  sort  of  favourite  of  yours;  and  has  been  so  ftwr 
years;  and  that  how  you  would  have  just  liked  to  have  spliced  me  to  her, 
and  turned  her  adrift  on  such  a  man  as  me.  Now  all  that,  I  wasn*fc 
aware  of  before,  or  I  certainly  should  not  have  made  sail  for  that  port. 
I  courted  her  as  a  steady  young  woman:  but  I  find  she  is  just  the  con- 
trary, therefore  I  say,  sir,  that  I  have  been  deceived  both  by  yoo  and 
her,  and  I  congratulate  myself  on  a  very  fortunate  escape.1' 

"  You  narrow-minded  simpleton — you  credulous  jackass,-— to  believe 
the  slanderous  tittle-tattle  of  a  parcel  of  village  busy-bodies  who  delight 
in  calumniating  the  innocent ;  and  who  forge  lies  and  libels  oww  their 
tea  and  breakfast  cups,  and  then  lay  them  before  the  world  as  undenia- 
ble truths,  nor  care  for  the  injury  they  inflict  on  a  young  girl  who 
bears  a  spotless  character.  I  tell  you  Lester,  you  never  were  more) 
deceived  in  your  life,  if  you  believe  one  word  of  those  scandalous  reports 
which  have  reached  your  ears.  I  believe  Kitty  Murray  to  be  as  virtaoos 
a  girl  as  ever  lived,  I  know  her  to  be  a  girl  of  noble  mind,  and  most 
affectionate  disposition.  I  would  scorn  to  act  towards  her  as  the  world 
has  accused  me  of  acting.  I  should  feel  myself  the  basest  villain  on 
earth  if  I  did.  The  originators  of  these  scurrilous  reports  I  will  assu- 
redly punish,  if  I  can  but  get  a  clear  case  against  them.  I  always 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  scandal,  and  that  is  why  none  of  these  infiunoua 
reports  have  reached  me.  i  But  when  I  find  the  character  of  a  girl,  in 
whose  shoes  these  mischief-makers  are  wholly  unworthy  to  walk,  is 
injured  by  such  calumny,  if  I  spend  the  last  shilling  in  my  purse  I  will 
take  the  case  into  court  and  make  them  suffer  for  their  pains.  Who 
are  these  cowardly  slanderers,  Lester?" 

"  Well  sir,  I  think  I  had  better  not  tell  you  from  whom  I  heard  these 
reports:  but  they  are  current  throughout  the  village." 

"  If  that  is  the  case  our  interview  had  better  terminate  here.  Go 
from  my  presence  Lester!  you  have  shown  less  good  sense  in  this  affair 
than  I  gave  you  credit  for.  But  remember!  and  you  will  find  my  words 
true — if  you  search  England  through  from  John  o'  Groat's  to  the  Land's 
End,  you  will  not  find  so  noble-minded,  nor  so  amiable  and  virtuous  a 
cottage  girl  as  her  whom  the  world  has  so  cruelly  scandalized." 

"  I  am  more  than  half  inclined  to  believe  your  statement  true,  r 
but  nothing  will  induce  me  to  alter  my  present  detennination." 

"  I  do  not  ask  you  to  alter  your  determination,  yet  I  am  desirous 
removing  erroneous  suspicions  from  your  mind.     And,  depend  on  i 
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Murray  will  yet  make  her  slanderers  blush  for  their  say- 
ings; and  when  you  next  hear  of  her  you  will  regret  the  hasty  step  you 
hare  taken  in  thus  parting  from  her." 

As  soon  as  Lester  was  gone  I  thought  on  all  my  past  actions  towards 
Kitty  Murray:  and  blamed  myself  not  a  little  for  the  unguarded  part  I 
had  played  in  the  affair,  and  thus  exposed  myself  to  public  scandal: 
which  although  unfounded,  was  nevertheless  hard  to  put  down. 

I  paced  the  room  backwards  and  forwards  Several  times;  and  involun- 
tarily clenched  my  fist  when  I  thought  on  the  mischief-makers  in  the 
village;  against  whom  I  could  not  help  feeling  an  inward  thirst  for 
revenge:  when,  finding  the  warmth  of  passion  rising  in  my  veins,  I 
opened  my  book-case,  took  down  a  volume,  and  endeavoured  to  dispel 
my  passionate  thoughts;  muttering  to  myself  the  words  of  Pamphilus:— 

"  Bed  inultum  id  nunquam  a  me  auferet." 

I  had  been  reading  about  an  hour,  when  I  was  again  interrupted  by 

the  announcement  of — Miss  Annabella  Bluff  bow. 

"  D—  Miss  Annabella  Bluff  bow,"  I  said,  almost  unconsciously,  to 

the  domestic.     "  Why  did  you  not  say  I  was  unwell  and  could  not  see 
her?* 

**  Ah!  Tommy,  it's  of  no  use  your  trying  to  hide  your  guilty  face:  I've 
heard  all  about  it  I  assure  you,"  said  a  shrill  squeamish  voice  from  be- 
hind the  servant,  and  in  a  moment  the  well  known  features  of  my  maiden 
aunt  were  thrust  into  the  room. 

"  Oh  I  good  gracious,  Tommy!  oh!  my  naughty,  guilty  nephew  !  oh! 
it's  all  true  !  it's  too  true  I  all  I've  heard  is  true  !"  said  the  old  maid  in 
a  screaming  tone. 

"AD  what  is  true  aunt?"  said  I  sharply,  "  what  are  you  running  on 
in  that  way  about  T 

"  Ah  1  Tommy,  it  is  what  indeed,  you  naughty,  guilty  nephew,  I 
always  thought  that  horrid  little  minx  would  be  the  ruin  of  you.  Had 
you  taken  my  advice  in  the  first  instance,  as  you  ought  to  have  done, 
you  naughty,  guilty  nephew,  you  would  have  been  spared  all  this  trouble 
and  disgrace,  which  you  have  brought  upon  yourself.  Oh,  Tommy  !  if 
your  poor  dear  mother  was  alive,  what  a  trial  it  would  be  for  her." 

"  Til  {ell  you  what  aunt,  if  you  can  only  talk  to  me  in  that  absurd 
strain  this  morning,  you  had  better  not  talk  at  all.  What  you've  got 
—  your  head  about  me,  the  d— — 1  knows,  for  I  don't:  but  it  appears 

>uVe  picked  up  a  bit  of  scandal  of  some  kind  or  other." 

"  Scandal  indeed  !  Tommy,"  said  my  aunt  "  why  look  at  your  face  ! 

es  not  that  prove  it  all  true?  Is  your  dreadful  black  eye  scandal  ?  I 
-\  sorry  Tommy,  you  should  try  to  deceive  me:  you  naughty,  wicked, 

d  nephew." 
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"  Miss  Annabella  Bluff  bow,"  said  I,  "  were  you  not  so  nearji  relative 
of  mine,  I  would  not  submit  to  such  a  heap  of  scandalous  rebuke  being* 
hurled  against  me,  in  so  wild  and  ridiculous  a  manner.     I  have  twice 
asked  you  to  explain  yourself  and  tell  me  what  you  have  heard  against 
me ;  that  I  may  at  least,  have  an  opportunity  of  refuting  the  serious 
charges  you  appear  to  lay  at  my  feet/' 

"  Why  it's  all  oyer  the  village,  Tommy,"  said  my  aunt. 

"  What  is  all  over  the  village  ?"  I  enquired. 

"  Why  that  you  were  going  one  night,  in  the  pitch  dark,  to  pay  your 
accustomed  evening  visit  to  that  horrid  girl  Murray  ;  when  on  going 
up  a  narrow  lane,  you  stumbled  against  a  man  and  woman  in  the  path- 
way ;  who  proved  to  be  one  of  the  men  belonging  to  your  yacht,  and 
this  (so  called  pure  and  charming)  girl  Kitty.  A  fight  instantly  ensued 
betwixt  you  and  your  man — for  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  were  highly 
disappointed, — and  the  result  was  that  your  man  gave  you  a  thorough 
thrashing  ;  and  it  served  you  right.  I  could  not  believe  it  to  be  true 
Tommy,  until  I  came  this  morning:  but  now  I  see  your  guilty  face  and 
black  eye. — 

"  You  do  believe  it  of  course,"  I  added. 

"  Why,  of  course  Tommy  there's  palpable  proof." 

"  I'll  tell  you  what  aunt,— you  should  try  and  get  on  the  jury  at  the 
next  Assizes  ;  you  would  make  a  first-rate  leader  of  eleven  conscientious 
jury-men,  or  jury- women,  you  draw  inferences  so  cleverly,  you  arrive  at 
facts  so  unscrupulously.  I  say,  though  aunt — that  was  rather  singular 
that  I  should  stumble  against  them  though,  was  it  not  ?  What  were 
they  doing,  eh?  Do  you  know?  Did  not  your  curiosity  go  so  far  as  to 
enquire  every  particular  ?" 

"  Now  I  wo'nt  be  trifled  with  Tommy  ;  its  a  very  serious  affair,  and 
a  disgrace  to  your  family.  Of  course  I  heard  every  particular ;  you 
naughty,  guilty  nephew." 

"  Oh  I  then  there's  some  of  it  you  keep  bottled  up  ?  Well,  upon  my 
word  it  is  a  funny  tale  you  have  come  here  with  this  morning.  Will 
you  take  anything,  aunt?  Can  I  offer  you  a  glass  of  wine?  and  then 
perhaps  you  can  muster  courage  to  relate  the  rest  of  it.  I  should  like 
to  hear  it  all. 

"  I'll  take  nothing  in  your  presence,  you  naughty  fellow;  and,  when 
I'm  dead  and  gone,  you'll  be  sorry  for  what  you've  done." 

Finding  I  had  carried  my  fun  far  enough,  for  I  did  not  at  all  like 
hear  my  old  aunt  talk  of  cutting  me  off  in  her  will:  I  proceeded  to 
lute  the  charges  brought  against  me. 

"  Well  now,  auut,  jesting  aside,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  t 
whole  report  you  have  heard  is  a  complete  fabrication  of  lies.    1  nei 
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hoard  a  more  cruel  scandal,  nor  a  more  artfully  laid  scheme,  to  injure 
my  reputation,  and  that  of  a  poor,  but  virtuous  cottage  girl,  in  my  life.** 

"Virtuous!  Tommy;  virtuous!  Do  you  know  tbe  meaning  of  the 
word?"  exclaimed  my  aunt 

'*  Tea,  aunt  I  do— I  mean  that  the  poor  girl  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  libel  is — chaste,  pure,  and  morally  good." 

"  No  one  in  the  village  will  believe  it,  Tommy;  so  I  advise  yon  not 
to  attempt  making  such  assertion  :"  said  my  aunt. 

"  But  I  will  make  the  assertion  and  prove  it  too;  as  those,  her  calum- 
niators shall  learn  to  their  peril.  1  care  not  what  is  said  of  myself;  but 
I  will  protect  that  poor  innocent  girl  from  such  disgraceful  scandal,  if 
I  rake  the  whole  village  into  an  uproar.  From  whom  did  you  hear 
this  fine  story,  aunt?" 

M  Oh!  I  had  it  from  the  best  authority,  Tommy.  It's  just  like  all 
wild  young  men,  they  always  try  to  screen  those  sort-  of  girls  in  that 
way.  It's  of  no  use  your  attempting  to  deny  it;  look  at  your  eye! 
Does  not  that  prove  it?" 

"  Certainly  not,"  I  replied.  "  But  will  you  tell  me  the  name  of  your 
'  beat  authority'  as  you  call  it?  " 

"  It  is  in  everybody's  mouth  I  tell  you,  Tommy.  Lucy  Listwell  told 
me,  and  her  maid  servant's  young  man  told  her,  that  he  heard  it  from  the 
best  authority.     Now  what  can  be  more  direct  than  that?  " 

"  Well,  I  call  it  very  indirect,  aunt.  But  as  I  believe  all  the  words 
I  could  use  would  not  remove  the  impression  made  upon  your  mind  by 
this  Lucy  Listwell,  and  her  precious  maid  servant's  young  man,  I  will 
waste  no  more  words  with  you.  Yet  remember,  if  you  please,  aunt,  that 
a  lifte/is  in  circulation  in  the  village;  and  be  the  inventors  of  it  whom 
they  may,  I  will  punish  them.'9 

My  aunt  left  the  room  muttering  that  she  was  sorry  for  me:  I  had 
better  confide  in  her  and  confess  the  whole  truth, — it  grieved  her  to  see 
her  nephew  treading  the  broad  road  to  ruin: — that  horrid  girl  had  been 
the  cause  of  it.  And  thus  I  found  that  my  endeavours  to  convince  her 
of  the  falsehood  of  the  report  had  been  quite  unavailing.  As  soon  as 
she  was  gone  I  wrote  to  my  solicitor  requesting  him  to  institute  search- 
ing enquiries,  and  endeavour  to  trace  the  originators  of  the  scandal,  and 
commence  an  action  at  law  against  them. 

The  reader  must  now  follow  John  Lester  to  Murray's  cottage,  whither 
e  bent  his  steps  after  his  last  interview  with  me.     Kitty  received  him 

spectfully,  but  distantly,  for  she  saw  at  a  glance  he  was  cold  and  in- 

fferent  towards  her. 

«*  I  am  come  to  say  '  good  bye '  to  you,  Kitty,"  said  John  Lester. 

jio.  1. — VOL.  vi.  » 
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"  Do  you  mean  good  bye  for  ever,  John?'1  enquired  Kitty. 

«'  I  do,  Kitty,  I  don't  believe  half  I  bear  about  you,  but  at  tb« 
same  time  I  bave  certain  suspicions  banging  about  me  that  I  can't  di»- 
pel.     Therefore  I  think  it  will  be  better  for  us  to  part." 

"  Well,  John,"  replied  Kitty,  "  I  certainly  should  not  be  happy  witH 
you,  if  you  are  suspicious  of  me;  but  after  the  explanation  you  had  on 
the  night  of  that  unfortunate  quarrel,    I  thought  you  were  satisfied 

about  it.9' 

«  So  I  was,"  replied  Lester,  "  but  strange  things  have  come  to  my 

ears  since." 

u  Strange  things  ?"  enquired  Kitty. 

"  Yes,",  replied  Lester,  "  but  I  don't  believe  them  :  and  at  the  same 
time  it  is  my  duty  to  tell  you  that  the  character  you  bear  in  the  village 
is  a  very,  very  bad  one." 

"And  who  are  my  cruel  accusers  ?"  enquired  Kitty  bursting  into  tears, 
"who  are  the  unkind  people  that  bring  these  accusations  against  me  ?" 

"  I  have  heard  it  from  several  respectable  tradespeople  in  the  village," 
replied  Lester. 

"  But  John,  you  know  they  are  false,"  added  Kitty,  sobbing  and  look- 
ing in  his  face  through  her  tears,  "  It  is  cruel  and  wicked  of  those  people 
to  say  such  things  of  me.  If  I  have  been  a  little  too  indiscreet  in  meet- 
ing you  at  the  garden  gate,  or  talking  there  with  Mr,  Bluff  bow,  I  have 
done  nothing  worse." 

"  Hold  hard  there  !  Miss  Kitty — yes,  you  have— you  have  visited 
Mr.  Bluffbow  in  a  jacket  and  breeches.1' 

"  Oh,  Johnl"  said  Kitty  blushing  scarlet,  "how  could  you  hear  of  that 
However  could  the  people  know  it.  I  declare  if  I  did  do  such  a  thing 
it  was  only  in  fun,  and  it  is  a  long  time  ago  :  and— and— and  then  I 
came  away  directly  after." 

"  Oh,  of  course  you  did,"  said  Lester,  "but  as  I  should  never  allow  a 
wife  of  mine  to  wear  the  breeches,  you  and  I  must  say  good  bye,  Kitty. 
My  suspicions  are  now  fully  confirmed  :  you  are  according  to  your  own 
confession  an  artfully  wicked,  deceitful,  black-eyed  little  craft;  such  as  I 
intend  to  steer  clear  of." 

"  But  John  !  do  hear  me  !"  said  Kitty  imploringly,  as  Lester  was 
leaving  the  cottage. 

"  I  will  not  hear  another  word,  I've  heard  quite  enough.     Go  and 
on  the  breeches  and  talk  to  Mr.  Bluffbow  :  he's  your  fancy-man,  yu 
curly-headed  little  powder-monkey.     He'll  give  you  a  berth  aboard  I 
yacht  if  you  ask  him  :  there  is  one  vacant  there  now." 

As  soon  as  Lester  was  gone  Kitty  gave  full  vent  to  her  grief  and  cri 
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bitterly.  The  lorn  of  her  character  she  felt  was  greater  than  she  could 
bear  :  but  on  appealing  to  her  conscience  she  felt  herself  innocent,  and 
endeavoured  to  stifle  her  grief.  She  was  now  extremely  anxious  to  see 
Mr.  Bluffbow  and  consult  him  upon  the  subject  of  her  troubles.  Then 
again  she  thought  that  whilst  such  reports  were  flying  about  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  call  at  his  house  at  night :  and  if  she  put  on  the  disguise 
it  would  perhaps  be  found  out.  She  therefore  resolved  on  going  next 
morning  openly. 

I  was  seated  in  my  library  that  morning  with  Mr.  Weasel,  (my  solici- 
tor,) who  had  come  over  in  consequence  of  my  letter  to  him  on  the  day 
before,  when  Kitty  Murray  was  announced.  I  was  only  too  glad  to  hear 
of  her  visit,  and  requested  she  might  be  immediately  shown  into  the 
room.  Kitty  entered  the  room,  and  was  endeavouring  to  make  soma 
reply  to  the  welcome  I  gave  her,  when  her  speech  failed  her,  for  her 
heart  appeared  swollen  to  bursting,  and  a  flood  of  tears  gushed  from  her 
eyes. 

**  My  dear  girl/'  I  said,  "  do  not  give  way  thus  :  why  do  you  cry  ? 
What  is  the  matter  ?" 

"  Oh  sir,"  sobbed  the  distressed  girl,  "  John  Lester  says  I  have  lost 
my  character :  and  the  people  told  him  I  was  a  bad  girl." 

"  Never  mind  what  John  Lester  says  Kitty,  nor  yet  what  the  people 
say.  I  have  heard  all  about  it,  and  am  going  to  punish  them.  It  is  a 
cruel  scandal  of  both  you  and  me  Kitty.  This  gentleman  is  a  lawyer  ; 
and  I  am  just  talking  the  affair  over  with  him." 

"  Oh,  I'm  so  glad  you  are  going  to  punish  them  sir,"  said  Kitty,  and 
then  turning  to  Mr.  Weasel,  she  added.  "  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  punish 
them,  for  it  is  the  most  cruel  and  wicked  report  that  ever  was  circulated/1 
"  Well,  you  see  Miss,"  said  Mr.  Weasel,  "the  first  step  is  to  trace  the 
source  of  the  scandal ;  and  then  we  shall  know  what  sort  of  game  we 
have  before  us:  and  shall  be  prepared  to  bring  our  action  and  assess  the 
damages.  Damages  you  know  young  lady  1  we'll  make  them  pay  for 
using  their  tongues  so  freely .* 

The  lawyer  wound  up  his  speech  with  such  a  chuckle,  and  looked  so 
encouragingly  at  the  weeping  girl,  that  a  momentary  smile  of  exultation 
passed  over  her  face  ;  but  vanished  again  in  a  sob. 

"  Make  yourself  quite  happy  Kitty, "  said  1  patting  her  shoulder,  "and 
>  not  distress  yourself  about  this  affair  any  more.  The  sight  ot  Mr. 
teasel  in  the  village  has  already  sealed  some  of  their  lips.  Go  home 
d  keep  yourself  quiet  until  I  send  for  you.  Depend  on  it  Kitty  I  will 
3  that  you  shall  not  suffer  by  this  scandal. 

"Good  day,  young  lady,  1*1!  look  after  the  damages,"  said  the  lawyer, 
i  Kitty  left  the  room. 
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Kitty  had  not  been  gone  more  than  ten  minutes,  when  an  unan- 
nounced visitor  intruded  upon  our  privacy,  by  thrusting  in  her  head  sud 
saying: — 

"There  then,  you  naughty,  wicked  nephew!  will  you  attempt  to 
deceive  me  now?  I  have  seen  that  horrid  girl  come  to  your  house,  you. 
wicked  fellow!  /watched  her:  I  ran  up  stairs  and  put  on  my  bonnet 
and  saw  her  come  with  my  awn  eyes.  Yes,  and  she  has  been  here  just 
twenty-three  minutes  and  three-quarters.  Tou  get  bolder  about  it  every 
day,  you  wicked  boy:  you  receive  her  visits  by  broad  daylight,  you  con- 
firmed, open  sinner.  Don't  expect  a  farthing  of  my  money  to  spend 
with  such  characters;  because  if  you  do  you'll  be  disappointed." 

"iReally  aunt,"  I  replied,  "I  cannot  help  laughing  at  your  absurd  sue* 
picions:  as  I  told  you  before,  they  are  quite  unfounded:  and  I  was  just 
now  consulting  with  my  solicitor  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  prosecute 
the  originators  of  this  scandal,  when  you  so  abruptly  intruded  yourself 
upon  us." 

"  If  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  intrusion  upon  Mr.  Weasel  I  am  very 
sorry,9'  said  my  aunt,  "  but  I  am  afraid,  Mr.  Weasel,  you  have  a  lame 

Case." 

I  was  very  glad  to  observe  that  Mr.  Weasel  made  no  reply  to  my 
inquisitive  aunt,  but  merely  bowed  his  head,  and  she  immediately  with- 
drew. 
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Time  past  and  time  to  come  —one  year  departed, 

Another  hastens  to  supply  its  place, — 
I  stand  between  the  two,. and  pensive  hearted 

Would  parley  with  them  both  a  little  space. 

Time  past  lies  spread  before  me  as  a  mirror. 

Reflecting  every  light  and  shade  of  life; 
The  heights  or  truth,  the  mazy  depths  of  error, 

Virtue's  tranquility,  and  evil's  strife. 

Time  future  in  the  distance  dimly  hovers, 
And  thence  we  fashion  things  that  please  us  best, 

The  nearest  part  alone  itself  discovers, 
And  to  illusive  hope  we  trust  the  rest 

The  past  is  to  the  future  as  a  father, 

Such  as  the  father  is  the  child  may  bei 
Thus  from  the  past  some  wisdom  we  may  gather, 

Some  wholesome  counsel  for  futurity. 
Dec.  SI.  H.B.   / 
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Chapter  III. — The  Straits  of  Dover. 

M I  shall  not  ask  Jean  Jaques  Rosseau 
If  birds  confabulate  or  no, 
Tis  clear  that  they  were  always  able, 
To  hold  discourse — at  least  in  fable." 

Cowfeb. 

"When  there  is  no  moonlight,  night-Bailing  on  the  coast  is  rather  serious 
amusement,  especially  if  you  are  running  through  a  great  nautical  tho- 
roughfare where  oftentimes  you  are  only  warned  of  y our  proximity  to 
other  vessels  by  a  more  intense  darkness  on  the  water  in  that  direction, 
or  by  the  top-hamper  eclipsing  a  gleam,  or  a  handful  of  stars  in  the  sky. 
But  of  all  things,  the  sailor  and  the  yachtsman  have  the  greatest  dread 
of  steam-ships,  because  it  is  impossible  to  get  out  of  their  way  with  any 
certainty,  as  they  may  change  their  course,  and  run  over  you  in  spite  of 
all  you  can  do,  if  the  look-out  on  board  the  steamer  does  not  see  you; 
and  it  unfortunately  often  happens  that  they  rely  so  much  on  their  own 
conspicuous  lights  warning  other  vessels  to  keep  clear,  that  less  vigilance 
is  sometimes  exercised  on  board  of  them  than  there  ought  to  be. 

In  all  cases  of  collision  at  sea  between  a  sailing  vessel  and  a  steamer, 
though  it  is  possible  that  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  sailing  craft  may 
have  done  wrong,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  manager  of  the 
steam  ship  was  chiefly  in  fault,  because  he  had  no  business  to  be  where  any 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  other  vessel  could  bring  them  into  contact, 
and  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  in  all  such  cases  there  was  on 
board  the  steamer  either  a  bad  look  out,  or  very  culpable  mismanage- 
ment; yet  courts  and  juries  in  their  wisdom  sometimes  decide  otherwise. 
Had  Esop  lived  in  these  days  he  would  doubtless  have  illustrated  this 
state  of  things  by  a  fable  (as  between  the  yacht  and  the  steamer,)  which 
might  possibly  have  been  a  legal  report  something  to  the  following 
effect: — 

Game-Cock  v.  Eagle. 

This  important  case  of  collision  came  on  this  day,  in  the  Aviary 
urt,  before  Lord  Chief  Justice  Gander.  Sir  Chatter  Magpie,  the 
*orney-General,  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Sergeant  Cuckoo 
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Q.C.,  undertook  the  defence.     A  special  jury  was  impannelled  from  the 
adjacent  Rookery,  and  the  proceedings  commenced. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  Game-cock  had  been  takingliis  pleasure 
in  the  fields,  in  the  usual  way,  with  his  crew  of  hens  about  him,  when 
he  was  run  into  by  Eagle — that  his  starboard  pinion  was  stove  in,  his 
foretop  carried  away,  and  his  hull  seriously  damaged;  that  Ragle  sailed 
away  without  rendering  any  assistance,  and  left  him  under  his  bare  pole. 
It  was  proved  that  Game-cock  had  kept  a  good  look  out,*and  had  crowed 
to  Eagle  to  port  his  helm,  when  he  came  within  hail;  and  he  had  also 
hoisted  a  feather 

Here  Mr.  Sergeant  Cuckoo  interrupted,  and  demanded  to  know  if  it 
was  a  white  feather?  But  Sir  Chatter  Magpie  interposed  and  said,  the 
witness  was  not  bound  to  answer  that  question.  Sergeant  Cuckoo  ap- 
pealed to  the  court,  and  a  conversation  took  place  between  the  long- 
feathered  gentlemen  in  the  midst  of  which  Game-cock  arose  in  consider- 
able excitement,  and  in  spite  of  the  expostulations  of  his  counsel  said  he 
would  answer  the  question.  "  It  was  not  a  white  feather  1  Game- 
cocks never  had  hoisted  a  white  feather,  and  they  never  would." 

The  counsel  for  the  defence  here  applied  for  a  non-suit  He  referred 
to  the  case  of  "  Kite  v.  Greenfinch",  in  which  the  latter  was  run  down 
altogether,  and  had  to  pay  heavy  damages  besides, — because  itjwaa 
proved  that  he  had  no  white  feather  to  hoist  The  law  distinctly  stated 
that  a  white  feather  must  be  exhibited. 

The  worthy  Chief  Justice  could  give  no  relief.  The  admission  was 
fatal.  The  junior  counsel  began  to  tie  up  their  briefs,  and  the  case  was 
at  an  end. 

After  the  parties  had  left  the  court  Game-cock  was  observed  standing 
on  the  pavement  helping  himself  to  a  cigar,  when  Eagle  courteously 
approached  him  and  begged  to  state  that  he  bore  Mr.  Game-cock  no  ill- 
will  for  the  course  he  had  pursued  :  that  he  regretted  the  accident  which 
had  been  the  occasion  of  it,  and  hoped  he  would  allow  him  to  con- 
tribute something  towards  his  repairs,  at  the  same  time  taking  a  ten 
pound  note  from  his  pocket-book  he  presented  it  to  him.  Game-cock 
took  the  note,  and  having  glanced  at  the  amount  of  it,  he  held  out  his 
cigar-case  to  Eagle  in  acknowledgment  of  his  civility,  having  first  stuck 
a  weed  in  his  own  cheek.  He  then  set  fire  to  the  bank-note  and  deli- 
berately lit  his  cigar  with  it,  and  handing  the  burniug  balance  to  Eag. 
for  the  same  purpose  he  made  him  a  profound  bow,  and  stepping  int 
his  cab  drove  off  amidst  the  cheers  of  the  bystanders. 

I  was  awoke  before  daylight  on  the  following  morning,  about  half 
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part  two,  by  the  shuffling  of  feet  on  deck,  the  flattering  of  the  canvas 
and  that  consciousness  of  a  stiff  breese  which  in  small  craft  soon  commu- 
nicates itself  below  hatches;  so  slipping  on  my  coat>  and  getting  into 
my  boots,  the  only  articles  of  which  on  turning  in  I  had  considered  it 
advisable  to  disencumber  myself,  I  prepared  to  take  the  morning  watch; 
and  on  going  outside  I  found  the  gaff-topsail  in  convulsions,  the  halliards 
let  go,  and  F  endeavouring  to  get  it  down  himself  which  he  soon 

accomplished;  and  as  it  was  evidently  coming  on  to  blow  he  called  up 
Whiffle  to  reef  the  mainsail.  We  were  now  off  Folkestone,  with  the 
wind  about  north-west  fresh  and  gusty.  By  the  time  we  had  reefed  the 
mainsail  and  set  the  second  jib  it  was  daylight,  and  near  sunrise  when 
the  others  went  below,  leaving  me  at  the  helm.  But  before  he  quitted 
the  deck  F—  told  me  that  he  had  been  rather  alarmed  about  mid- 
night by  the  approach  of  a  steamer  in  whose  three  lights  he  could  not 
make  for  some  minutes  the  least  variation,  till  at  last  he  luffed  right  in 
for  the  land,  and  soon  after  shut  in  her  starboard  light,  and  she  passed 
astern  of  him,  evidently  either  not  having  seen  him,  or  having  taken  no 
notice  of  liim.  As  the  daylight  advanced  I  looked  to  seaward  in  expec- 
tation of  seeing  the  Alma;  but  I  swept  the  horizon  time  after  time, 
without  discerning  any  thing  suggestive  of  her  similitude,  nnd  I  con- 
clude, she  had  anchored  in  the  Downs  to  wait  for  the  morning,  and  that 
we  should  probably  see  her  in  the  course  of  the  day. 


Chapter  IV.— Donqenbss. 

M  But  soon  a  lowering  sky  comes  on  a  pace, 
And  fate  reversed  shews  an  ill-omened  face.** 

BlBTH  OF  CHS  If  USB. 

The  wind  was  right  aft  as  I  shaped  my  coarse  for  Dungeness,  and  with 
a  stiff  breese  and  a  rising  sea  it  required  some  care  and  vigilance  to 
carry  the  boom  steadily  out  on  the  larboard  side,  but  I  kept  the  yacht 
straight  for  her  object,  and  she  seldom  veered  half  a  point  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left; 

After  the  rugged  inhospitable  coast  of  Dover  and  Folkestone,  the 
little  town  of  Hythe  looms  out  very  prettily  from  its  green  hillocks  and 
its  shelving  strand— all  down  the  coast  from  the  Foreland  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  there  is  no  spot  which  seems  to  me  so  refreshing  to  the  eye  from 
i  vard,  nor  so  suggestive  of  tranquility  and  peace.  As  I  approached 
igenesB  I  could  see  the  craft  in  the  roads  riding  uneasily,  and  some 
<  he  smaller  ones  were  running  round  the  point  to  get  shelter  on  the 
1  kisde.    I  passed  the  light  house  at  6\u  80m.,  about  half-a-mile  from 
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land,  and  shortly  afterwards  found  smoother  water,  though  the  wiiwl 
was  increasing,  but  it  drew  a  little  off  the  land.     There  is  no  popular 
error  more  in  favour  perhaps  than  that  of  the  vastness  of  the  waves  of  the 
sea  in  a  storm;  and  authors,  but  especially  poets  have  delighted  to  keep 
up  the  delusion.     That  pleasant  confabulator  and  literary  caricaturist 
Erasmus,  gravely  tells  the  reader  in  his  Naufragium  that  the  Alps  are 
mere  mole  hills  if  they  be  compared  ad  undas  maris,  and  the  narrator 
of  the  shipwreck  adds,  quoties  tollebamur  in  altum  licuisset  lunam 
digito  contingere!   quoties  demittebantur,  dehiscente  terra  recta  ire  im 
Tartara,  an  idea  which  seems  to  have  suggested  to  Shakspeare  the 
description  of  the  loss  of  the  ship,  which  he  puta  into  the  mouth  of  the 
clown  in  the  Winter's  Tale;  "Now  the  ship  boring  the  moon  with  her 
mainmast,  and  anon  swallowed  up  with  yest  and  froth  as  you'd  thrust 
a  cork  into  a  hogshead."     But  this  is  as  nothing  to  Dryden's  extrava- 
gance when  in  a  fine  phrenzy  he  describes  the  regatta  which  JEueas 
gave  on  bis  arrival  in  Sicily,  book  5th.     The  day  was  fine,  the  water 
not  rough,  and  the  competitors  used  their  oars  as  well  as  sails-— take  two 
lines,  Virgil  says:— 

" Nunc  un£  ambse  junctisque  feruntur, 

Frontibus;  et  longa  sulcant  vade  salsa  carina." 

Which  means  in  English  simply: — 

"  With  equal  front  now  both  together  keep 
And,  with  long  keel,  they  cleave  the  briny  deep." 

But  Dryden  renders  it  thus:— 

"  Now  board  to  board  the  rival  vessels  row 
The  billows  lave  the  ikies  and  ocean  groans  below.99 

Pretty  well  for  one  who  in  his  preface  claims  indulgence  for  the  ne- 
cessity a  translator  is  under  to  keep  close  to  his  master,  and  laments 
the  inadequacy  of  his  native  language  to  do  justice  to  the  original.     But 
that  which  has  rendered  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  et  hoc  genus  omne  in- 
glorious is  forgiven  in  "Glorious  John."     The  fact  appears  to  be  that 
terror— which  Burke  tells  us  has  much  to  do  with  the  sublime — magni- 
fies our  ideas,  and  those  who  have  been  frightened  in  a  storm  at  sea  have 
left  us  descriptions  probably  coloured  rather  from  what  they  felt  than 
what  they  saw.     Erasmus  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  travelled  further 
by  sea  than  from  Holland  to  England,  and  on  these  coasts  thot 
subject  to  what  is  called  a  nasty  sea,  we  have  seldom  anything  v< 
magnificent  in  the  way  of  waves.     I  have  generally  myself  been  mor 
impressed  with  the  grandeur  of  the  sea  after  a  storm  than  in  it. 
the  tropics  and  the  southern  seas,  and  especially  about  the  latitu 
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of  the  Cape,  the  sea  is  often  met  with,  when  even  there  is  very  little 
wind,  in  long  heavy  rollers,  with  valleys  between  them  into  which  the 
ship  subsides,  and  again  rises  over  the  coming  billow  with  very  little 
uneasiness  of  motion,  I  judged  the  distance  between  the  waves  of  this 
kind  which  we  fell  in  with  (supposed  to  be  generated  by  the  north-east 
trades)  on  a  quiet  day  in  the  latitude  of  4°  N.,  longitude  25°  W.,  to  be 
100  to  150  yards,  but  perhaps  from  the  hollow  of  the  sea  to  the  top  of 
the  wave  would  not  be  more  than  about  fifteen  feet  perpendicular, 
which  on  a  long  slope  was  not  felt  disagreeably,  though  the  heave  of 
the  sea  was  against  us,  homeward  bound,  and  retarded  our  progress. 

Though  the  land  about  Dungeness  is  low  it  is  sufficiently  distinguished 

from  any  other  point  "  down  along"  by  its  shingly  beach  extending  all 

round  it  in  a  belt  apparently  rather  steep  and  looking  bright  and  fresh 

like  a  new  laid  gravel  walk,  with  its  bold  pharos  standing  out  from  the 

seeming  diminutive  objects  about  it.     I  ran  on  for  another  hour  when  I 

began  to  feel  certain  inward  cravings  which  admonished  me  that  it  was 

time~to  think  about  breakfast,  so  I  slipped  a  becket  over  the  tiller  for  a 

second  or  two  and  stepping  forward  I  rattled  the  fore  hatch  over  the  ears 

of  Mr.  Whiffle,  and  informed  him  that  his  services  were  no  longer  to  be 

dispensed  with.   The  word  breakfast  seemed  to  have  as  talismanic  effect 

on  him  as  it  did  on  Mr.  Jeremy  Diddler  in  the  farce  of  "  Raising  the 

Wind",  for  though  he  did  not  immediately  appear  on  deck,  in  a  very 

few  minutes  a  volume  of  thick  smoke  began  to  issue  from  the  funnel,  and 

by  the  time  we  were  off  Hastings,  and  a  little  after  7  o'clock  he  came 

aft  to  relieve  the  helm  with  the  agreeable  information  that  the  coffee 

was  ready,  the  eggs  boiled,  and  master  cutting  the  bread  and  butter. 

The  sky  was  dull,  the  wind  keen,  and  I  had  been  over  four  hours  at  the 

tiller,  so  I  was  glad  in  spite  of  our  proximity  to  the  town  of  Hastings, 

which  now  deployed  along  the  beach,  to  pop  for  a  spell  into  die  cabin, 

and  refresh  the  inward  man. 


Chapter  V. — The  Channel. 

44  The  shifted  oar,  dropped  sail  and  steadied  helm, 
With  angry  surge  the  closing  waters  whelm  I" 

Loves  o»  the  Triangles. 

▲8T1NO0  appears  from  the  offing  to  be  a  very  pretty  town,  it  has  the 

vantage  over  Brighton  of  being  ornamented  with  fields  and  trees, 

iiong  which  are  sylvan  walks,  with  their  venerable  historical  traditions, 

id  as  it  is  more  distant  from  London,  and  more  rural,  it  is  understood 
o.    1  —  VOL.  VI.  e 
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to  be  rather  the  resort  of  quiet  genteel  families  than  of  fashionable  citi- 
zens, and  the  artificial  pleasure  seekers,  and  demireps  of  the  west  end. 
After  breakfast  we  set  the  square-sail,  and  at  ten  we  came  up  with. 
Beachy  Head,  where  we  found  an  angry  chopping  sea,  and  a  huge 
broken  fellow  taking  us  on  the  quarter  as  we  hauled  our  wind'a  little, 
and  a  smart  gust  catching  us  at  the  same  time,  hove  the  yacht  nearly  on 
her  beam  ends.  We  therefore  relieved  hef  of  the  square-sail  and  took 
another  reef  in  the  mainsail,  when  she  went  along  very  comfortably 
in  spite  of  the  squalls,  which  occasionally  came  whistling  down  upon  us 
from  the  adjacent  cliffs. 

We  kept  along  the  land,  about  a  mile  distant  from  it,  until  we  came 
towards  Brighton,  when  we  luffed  in  closer  in  order  to  get  a  good  view 
of  it,  and  we  passed  the  pier  about  noon.  The  great  attractions  of 
Brighton  are  its  fine  beach  and  pure  air,  it  is  more  a  city  of  the  sea, 
than  a  place  of  retreat  and  retirement,  which  one  might  just  ju  easily 
find  in  Pall  Mall;  and  it  has  very  little  to  attract  the- yachtsman,  except 
its  gaiety;  and  for  the  lover  of  nature  in  the  sense  of  Byron,  as  des- 
cribed in  his  Childe  Harold,  it  is  a  solitude.  Nevertheless  from  the 
sea,  it  has  an  imposing  effect,  much  impaired  however,  by  the  great 
tasteless  square  tower  standing  up  in  the  midst  of  it,  like  a*!|gigantio 
chimney-pot. 

From  this  we  had  a  pleasant  run  along  the  land,  wind  just  abaft  the 
beam,  and  plenty  of  it.  There  was  a  large  ship  keeping  company  with 
us,  about  three  miles  farther  out,  carrying  all  sail,  and  we  overhauled  V 
number  of  coasting  craft  and  large  fishing  luggers  running  off  to  their 
stations.  We  passed  Worthing  so  near  as  to  be  in  only  about  two 
fathoms  water,  on  approaching  it  from  the  eastward,  it  seems  to  jut  out 
into  the  sea  and  looks  pleasing  and  rustic  with  its  pretty  verandah  cot- 
tages, and  its  green  sward  almost  at  the  water's  edge. 

Having  breakfasted  very  early,  we  now,  it  being  one  o'clock, "p.m., 
requested  Mr.  Whiffie's  attention  to  the  culinary  department  as  respected 
a  boiling  of  potatoes,  in  which  he  was  always  great     It  was  his  pride 
to  turn  them  out  just  as  they  were  bursting'their  jackets:  a  single  one 
boiled  to  starch,  or  broken  to  pieces,  to   smash  as  he  called  it,  dis- 
concerted him — he  felt  that  he  had  not  done  himself  justice,  and  that 
no  apology  could  extenuate  a  sin  so  henious.      On  this  point  Soyer 
himself  would   have  respected    him.     It   was  our  intention  to  get 
comfortable  the  a   la  fourchette,  after  coming   to  an  anchor   in  tt 
evening,  and  we  therefore  managed  to  make  a  hearty  lunch  off  som 
cold  boiled  beef  and  the  aforesaid  potatoes,  "done  to  a  turn,"  which  wii 
the  help  of  a  bottle  of  Bass's  Pale  Ale  rendered  us  rather  indifferen 
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to  the  question  of  dinner.  When  we  came  out  to  smoke  our  cigars,  we 
were  abreast  of  Little  Hampton  from  which  down  to  the  Wight,  the 
coast  b  chiefly  low  and  uninteresting  to  the  eye  from  seaward,  espe- 
cially as  we  were  now  gradually  drawing  away  from  the  land  in  order 
to  keep  outside  the  rocks  off  Bognor,  and  make  ont  the  Mixen  bea- 
con, which  we  come  up  with  at  half-past  three,  p.m.,  that  is,  in  five 
hours  and  a  half  from  Beachy  Head. 

We  swept  through  the  turbulent  Loo  stream  with  a  strong   ebb  tide, 

and  a  stiff  breeze  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  and  then  steered  for  the 

Warner,  as  the  Isle  of  Wight,  was  now  clear  and  bold  right   ahead  of 

us.     As  we  neared  St.   Helens  roads  we  observed  that  the  large  ship 

which  had  kept  abreast  of  us  all  down  Channel  had  hauled  in  round  the 

Oars  light-ship,  and  was  coming  inside  of  the  bland,  with  a  cloud  of 

canvas  pressing  on  her;  and  when  we  shaped  our  course  for  Spithead  she 

was  right  astern,  distant  about  a  mile.  Soon  afterwards  two  pilot  cutters 

made  their  appearance  beating  up  to  her,  and  carrying  on  till  their  lee 

bulwarks  were  literally  under  water.     The  successful  one  we  had  to  bear 

up  for,  and  as  soon  as  she  had  put  a  hand  on  board  the  ship— which  had 

lessened  the  dbtance  between  us  since  she  came  into  our  wake— she  bore 

away  after  us  under  a  whole  mainsail  and  we  soon  perceived  she  was 

rather  gaining  on  us.     We  then,  as  we  were  getting  into  smoother 

water  shook  out  one  reef  of  the   mainsail,  which  restored  us  to  our 

position,  and  the  ship  and  cutter  both  followed  us  into  Southampton 

water;  but  as  the  former  soon  after  shortened  sail,  gradually  receded 

from  us,  and  when  we  let  go  the  anchor  off  the  town  of  Southampton 

at  S  o'clock,  they  were  about  two  miles  below.     By  calculation  we  bad 

run  near  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles  between  sunrise  and  sunset.     The 

day  was  dull  and  cloudy  but  on  the  whole  the  cruise  was  a  good  one. 

Among  all  the  yachts  lying  at  Southampton  we  could  see  none  that 
resembled  the  Alma;  and  as  we  knew  that  she  had  passed  Ramsgate, 
and  was  not  likely  to  have  remained  in  the  Downs,  we  conjectured  she 
had  been  bound  for  Boulogne,  and  that  was  why  we  had  seen  no -more 
of  her.  We  did  not  leave  the  yacht  that  night  as  we  were  too  indo- 
lently dbposed  to  think  it  worth  while  to  go  through  the  ceremony  of 
dressing;  and  besides  we  could  not  look  for  the  comforts  on  shore  that 
we  were  sure  to  enjoy  on  board — our  delicious  tea,  and  our  juicy  rump 
aak  hot  from  the  gridiron, — our  excellent  butter  too,  a  luxury  not  to 
>  got  in  Southampton. 

The  next  day  we  read  in  the  papers  the  account  of  the  loss  of  the 
.ima  off  the  South  Foreland,  at  about  midnight  of  the  previous  Wed- 
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needay— just  the  time  we  ourselves  were  thereabout,  and  no  doubt  l>y 
the  same  steamer  we  had  some  difficulty  in  avoiding.  As  for  the  par- 
ticulars thereof,  and  the  escape  of  Lord  Alfred  and  his  crew,  are 
they  not  recorded  in  the  chronicles  of  the  day?  But  as  every  man,  says 
Rochefoucault,  takes  some  comfort  even  from  the  misfortunes  of  his  best 
friends;  and  Swift  after  him  confirmed  the  sentiment,— what  were  oar 
reflections? 

"  We  hugged  ourselves  and  reasoned  thus, 
It  is  not  yet  so  bad  with  us." 


A  NEW  TSAR'S  HYMN. 

Again,  eternal  God,  to  thee, 
We  humble  supplicants  bend  the  knee; 
Again  we  ask  thy  mercy's  care, 
For  each  new  day  of  each  new  year, 

Father,  our  hearts  and  voices  raise, 
A  cheerful,  fervent,  hymn  of  praise; 
Thy  love  in  all  the  past  appears, 
Oh,  let  it  crown  our  coming  years. 

Thy  Word  declares  an  infant's  tongue 
May  offer  thee  a  welcome  song; 
Accept  our  vows,  and  in  thy  fear 
Conduct  us  safely  through  the  year. 

Here  in  thy  service  'tis  begun, 
And  when  at  last  its  course  is  done, 
For  every  joy,  for  every  tear, 
We'll  bless  thee  in  the  closing  year. 

We  bring  our  offerings  to  thy  feet 
We  bend  before  thy  mercy  seat, — 
Seal  thou  thy  promise  on  each  soul, 
And  though  earth's  dark  tempests  roll, — 

They  will  not  fright  our  steadfast  mind, 
In  thee  a  holier  rest  we  find; 
Lord,  let  thy  gracious  presence  here 
Mark  to  its  close  life's  varying  year. 

Nugent  Haute,  Ryde.  Fahkt. 
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The  following  extract  from  a  yachting  journal  forms  No.  3  of  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  second  edition  of  Mr.  Smith's  work  on  the  "  Voyages  and 
Shipwrecks  of  St.  Paul."     The  nautical  knowledge  acquired  by  Mr. 
Smith  as  a  yachter  enabled  him  to  throw  a  flood  of  light  on  what  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  interesting,  as  well  as  instructive  sea  voyage  which 
has  come  down  to  us  from  antiquity.     There  was,  however,  one  portion 
of  the  voyage  where  the  evidence  was  deficient,  and  even  contradictory; 
we    mean  that  which  relates  to  the  events  which  took  place  in  Crete 
(Candia):  of  the  three  places  mentioned  in  that  Island  the  situation  of 
one  orly  could  be  said  to  be  known  with  certainty,  which  is  Fair  Havens 
Phenice,  the  winter  harbour  to  which  the  ship  was  proceeding  when  she 
encountered  the  "  stormy  wind  called  Euroclydon,"  was  supposed  by 
Mr.  Smith  to  be  the  modern  Lutro;  but  in  opposition  to  this  he  found 
it  to  be  the  opinion  of  naval  officers  familiar  with  the  navigation  of  the 
Levant  that  there  was  no  ship  harbour  in  that  part  of  Crete.     This  it 
must  be  admitted  was   a  serious  difficulty,  Mr.  Smith  so  far  obviated  it 
by  the  discovery  of  an  old  French  chart  in  which  an  anchor  was  laid 
down,  and  supposed  that  like  many  other  ancient  harbours  it  may  have 
silted  up  in  the  course  of  time,  it  turns  out  however  by  the  late  discove- 
ries that  it  is  an  excellent  harbour,  but  so  hidden  amongst  rocks  that  a 
vessel  may  pass  close  to  it  without  observing  it,  as  in  fact  the  St.  Ursula 
did  on  the  occasion  of  her  last  visit  to  Crete. 

The  situation  of  the  city  of  Lasea  has  till  now  been  altogether  un- 
known. In  the  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  for  July  last  it  is 
inferred  from  the  discovery  of  coins,  (bearing  the  inscription,  Thalassa,) 
in  the  district  in  which  Fair  Havens  is  situated,  that  there  must  have 
been  a  city  of  that  name  thereabouts;  Thalassa  being  the  name  given  to 
the  city  mentioned  in  the  Acts  in  the  Vulgate  translation.  Iu  Mr. 
Smith's  former  edition  he  states  that  neither  Fair  Havens  nor  Lasea 
are  noticed  by  any  other  ancient  authority,  nor  have  the  ruins  of  the 
city  been  discovered  in  modern  times. 

Such  was  the  state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  this  part  of 

Scripture  Vhen^Mr.  Tennent  in  his  late  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean 

devoted Jseveral  days  to  the  exploration  of  that  part  of  the  coast  of  Crete. 

le  following  extracts  will  show  with  what  complete  success  his  re- 

uehes  have  been  crowned: 

>  Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  yacht  St.  Ursula,  Hugh  Tennent,  Esq.,  of 
Al  Park,  Glasgow,  dated  lair  Havens,  Crete,  January  16th,  1866,  by  the 
r.  George  Brown. 
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The  journal  we   are  informed  is  from  the  graphic  pen  of  the  Rew- 
George  Brown   who   accompanied   Mr.  Tennent.     The   discovery    o>^ 
Lasea  is  one  of  the  highest  importance,  and  it  is  most  creditable  to  the 
enterprise  of  Mr.  Tennent  that  he  should  have  persevered  in  prosecuting- 
it  even  after  his  yacht  had  been   "  caught  in  the  '  Euroclydon/  and 
been  blown  off  the  coast  whilst  her  owner  and  his  friends  were  pulling 
ashore  in  the  jolly  boat.     We  leave  them  to  tell  their  own  story: — 

"  At  daybreak  on  Monday  (14th  January,  1856,)  we  ran  along  the  south 
coast  of  the  island  with  a  freshening  western  breeze.  The  coast  for  many 
miles  is  magnificent.  Lofty  precipices  overhang  the  sea,  and  between  them 
the  slopes  of  debris  are  so  steep  as  almost  to  preclude  vegetation.  Immedi- 
ately behind  rise  the  white  mountains,  their  Alpine  sides  dotted  with  trees 
and  summits  covered  with  snow.  Lutro  is  put  down  in  the  charts  as 
about  thirty-two  miles  east  of  Cape  St.  John,  and  as  almost  due  north  of  the 
island  of  Gozzo,  and  these  accordingly  were  our  directions  for  reaching  it. 
Owing  however  to  a  slight  error  in  the  chart,  which  we  followed,  and  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  port  in  question  makes  no  appearance  from  the  sea,  we 
ran  past  it  to  a  point  farther  to  the  eastward :  at  9  a.m.,  the  wind  suddenly 
fell,  succeeded  by  puffs  and  light  airs  from  the  south  and  south-east,  it  then 
died  away,  and  we  were  becalmed  till  mid  day.  After  lying  for  some  time 
off  a  village,  we  resolved  to  land  and  examine  a  bay  two  miles  beyoud  it. 
Mr.  Tennent,  Mr.  Paul,  and  myself  got  into  the  jolly  boat  and  pulled  towards 
the  bay,  leaving  the  vessel  becalmed.  Before  however  we  could  reach  the 
bay  we  saw  a  heavy  squall  from  the  north  blowing  out  of  it ;  and  to  avoid  a 
wetting  pulled  right  ashore  for  a  creek  with  a  gravelly  beach  halfway  between 
the  village  and  the  bay :  there  we  landed  and  hauled  up  the  boat  The  St. 
Ursula  meanwhile  shortening  sail  as  fast  as  possible. 

"  All  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  risk  to  attempt  to  reach  her  till  the  squall 
should  blow  over,  for  it  was  now  spreading  rapidly  over  the  sea,  and  opposite 
to  every  glen  was  raising  clouds  and  vortices  of  spray.    The  place  where  we 
landed  was  surrounded  by  steep  conglomerate  rocks ;  and  one  or  two  of  the 
natives  appeared,  peeping  at  us  over  them.     At  last  we  brought  them  to  a 
parley ;  but  found  that  they  could  speak  nothing  but  Greek,  and  that,  of 
course,  in  dialect  and  accent,  very  different  from  the  Greek  we  had  learned 
at  the  schools.    They  let  us  know,  however,  that  the  village  hard  by  was 
Sphakia ;  that  we  had  passed  Lutro  by  several  miles ;  and  that  there  was  a 
Turkish  governer  in  the  neighbourhood.     We  then  gave  a  boy  a  shilling  to 
go  for  the  governor ;  but,  thinking  such  a  proceeding  disrespectful,  one  of  the 
men  and  myself  followed  the  boy.     Mr.  Tennent  and  Mr.  Paul  sat  down 
under  shelter  of  a  rock,  and  two  of  the  men  remained  close  to  the  b(   " 
(in  which  were  two  muskets.)    The  Greeks  then  all  disappeared ;  but  L 
and  I  had  not  gone  very  far,  when  we  met  a  large  party  of  them,  some  wi 
knives  in  their  girdles,  and  others  with  yataghans.     It  occurred  to  us  that 
was  imprudent  to  separate  from  the  rest  in  so  unknown  and  remote  a  plac 
and  so  we  slowly  retraced  our  steps,  joined  Mr.  Tennent  and  Mr.  Paul,  ar 
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returned  to  the  boat.  The  Greeks  hallooed  to  us,  and  came  skipping  over 
the  rocks  like  goats.  One  of  the  men,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  inhabi- 
tants bad  rendered  him  suspicious,  urged  us  not  to  trust  them,  but  to  at- 
tempt to  regain  the  vessel,  and  pull  the  boat's  head  round  ;  but  the  pros- 
pect to  leeward  seemed  hopeless.  The  vessel  was  two  miles  off,  or  at  least 
a  mile  and  a  half,  labouring  heavily  under  a  three-reefed  mainsail  and  fore* 
staysail.  Sometimes  her  hull  disappeared  behind  the  seas ;  and  sometimes 
we  lost  sight  of  more  than  her  hull,  in  the  whirlwinds  of  spindrift.  We'felt 
extremely  anxious,  of  course,  about  her  'management ;  still  our  boat  was 
small,  and  had  seven  persons  (more  than  her  complement)  on  board,  and  in 
broken  by  the  current,  it  seemed  next  to  impossible  that*  she  should 
We  were  about  a  hundred  yards  or  so  from  the  shore  of  the  creek  by 
this  time,  and  now  that  we  were  convinced  we  must  hug  the'land,  it  was  no 
easy  matter  to  regain  it.  It  cost  us  three-quarters  of  an'hour  hard  pulling, 
and  a  good  wetting,  to  reach  a  creek  to  the  west  of  the  one  we  had  left. 

•*  This  creek  was  a  semicircle,  surrounded  by  precipices  sixty  or  seventy 
feet  in  height ;  and  these  were  hollowed  out  into  [caves  of  considerable 
depth.     At  one  point  it  was  possible  to  land  on  6ome  pointed  rocks ;  but 
nowhere  could  the  boat  be  hauled  up.    Soon  the  Greeks  appeared  in  great 
numbers,  nestling  on  the  ledges  of  rock,  like  gulls  and  scarts  on  the  Craig  of 
Ailsa,  and  holding  on  with  their  hands,  to  keep  themselves  from  being  blown 
over.     The  creek  looked  like  a  pot  of  potatoes  beginning  to  boil,— the 
squalls  falling  from  above  upon  its  centre,  and  radiating  all  round  in  hissing 
loam.     Occasionally  it  was  calm ;  but  sometimes  the  oars  were  blown  out  of 
the  rowlocks.    Sometimes  men  appeared  with  gayer  dresses  than  the  rest, 
and  armed  with  silver-mounted  firelocks.    Poor  Dan  and  Tom  felt  certain 
they  were  going  to  fire  upon  us ;  though  we  assured  them  that  if  the  men's 
intentions  were  hostile^,  they  would  conceal  rather  than  display  their  arms. 
At  last  a  very  handsome  young  man,  with  richly  mounted  pistols,  came  down 
towards  the  point,  accompanied  by  a  person  who  hailed  us  in  Italian,  asking 
who  we  were,  and  what  we  wanted.     We  told  him  we  had  a  clean  bill  of 
health  from  Malta,  and  a  passport  vised  by  the  consul  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 
As  we  could  hardly  hear  each  other  speak  for  the  wind,  I  leaped  ashore, 
and  went  up  to  the  young  man  (who  proved  to  be  a  Turkish  commandant,) 
to  show  him  the  passport.    He  would  not  touch  it,  or  me,  and  told  me, 
through  an  interpreter,  that  there  was  no  health  officer  nearer  than  Lutro, 
and  that  nobody  else  could  examine  our  papers.     He  said,  however,  that  we 
might  land,  and  report  ourselves  to  the  Turkish  governor  at  Sphakia :  or  else 
row  round  to  that  village.    Now,  Sphakia  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  to 
the  west,  and  it  was  questionable  whether  we  could  face  the  tempest  which 
raged  on  the  other  side  of  the  point.    The  men  were  clear  for  passing  the 
bt  in  the  creek ;  but  we  told  them  that,  cold  and  wet  as  we  were,  and 
ngry  besides,  we  would,  for  our  part,  *  box  Harry  '  at  the  governors 's,  or 
any  body  else's  who  would  take  us  in.    I  stepped  on  board  again  to  deli- 
rate,  and  the  commandant  proceeded  to  strike  a  light. .  Tom  became  ter- 
ied  that  it  was  for  his  matchlock ;  but  when,  to  our  great  amusement,  the 
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gentleman  simply  lighted  his  pipe,  Tom  felt  wonderfully  re-  assured ;  an 
finding  his  own  creature  cravings  awakened  by  what  he  saw,  exclaimed* 
1  Well,  he  don't  look  such  a  bad  feller  after  all ;  I  think  I'll  just  step  ashore, 
and  ask  him  for  a  light.'    A  man  then  came  down  with  a  bottle  of  rum,  put 
it  on  the  edge  of  the  rock,  and  desired  us  to  put  the  money  into  a  hole.   Wg 
did  so.    They  stirred  about  the  money  well  with  a  stick  in  the  puddle,  and. 
at  last  took  it.     We  were  ahiyeriog  with  cold,  and  found  the  rum  a  most 
seasonable  cordiaL    But  how  silly  we  must  have  looked,  paddling  about  in 
the  creek  overlooked  by  fifty  or  sixty  men,  many  of  them  armed !     Our 
deliberations  were  cut  short  by  the  appearance  of  a  caique,  or  fishing  boat, 
which  came  round  the  point,  manned  by  stout  rowers,  and  steered  by  an 
aged  Greek  with  a  long  white  beard.    The  old  man  of  the  sea  hailed  us  in 
Italian,  and  said  that  the  governor  had  sent  him  round  to  give  us  a  tow. 
Our  men,  however,  felt  revived  by  the  rum,  and  declared  themselves  able  for 
the  pull  without  assistance ;  so,  telling  the  Greek  to  lead  the  way,  we  bent 
to  our  oars ;  and  then  came  the  tug  of  war. 

u  Mr.  Tennent  steered  right  in  the  wake  of  the  caique,  through  the  blind- 
ing spray  and  spindrift,  and  amidst  the  cheers  of  the  crowd  on  the  rocks. 
We  struggled  gradually  onwards,  now  driven  back  for  a  moment  by  a  squall, 
and  then  making  progress  in  the  succeeding  lull.  In  less  than  an  hour,  we 
gained  the  beach  of  Sphakia ;  a  gun  was  fired,  I  suppose  in  honour  of  our 
arrival,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  seemed  gathered  about  the  governor, 
who  stood  on  a  breastwork,  with  his  pipe,  his  sabre,  and  his  beads.  The  St. 
Ursula,  in  the  meanwhile  had  been  obliged  to  lower  her  mainsail,  in  order  to 
get  the  fourth  reef  down,  and  had  made  three  tacks ;  but,  being  sadly  baffled 
by  varying  squalls,  had  been  driven  further  and  further  from  shore,  and  was 
now  standing  far  to  the  westward. 

u  We  asked  the  governor,  through  the  interpreter,  if  he  would  give  us 
rooms,  or  man  a  large  caique  to  send  us  off  to  the  vessel.  He  said  the 
caique  would  never  get  back  again,  and  so  he  would  give  us  a  house,  if  we 
promised  to  touch  nobody  ;  for,  till  the  health  officer  came,  we  must  remain 
in  quarantine.  I  was  amused  at  his  way  of  keeping  order.  When  the  crowd 
became  too  curious,  and  a  man  approached  too  near  us,  he  lifted  a  little 
stone,  and  pelted  the  intruder. 

*'  The  old  Greek  was  appointed  our  guardian,  and  led  us  to  our  lazaretto. 
It  was  a  house  overhanging  the  sea*  shore,  consisting  of  one  apartment,  which 
somewhat  resembled  the  lower  story  of  the  Little  Cumbrse  Castle.  There 
was  no  furniture,  and  the  floor  was  made  of  clay.  Two  unglazed  windows 
were  closed  with  wooden  shutters,  and  a  wide  chimney  in  one  corner  showed 
the  possibility  of  a  fire.  A  man  soon  came  round  to  say  that  he  had  orders 
from  the  governor  to  get  us  whatever  we  wanted.  We  replied,  everything 
could  possibly  think  of:  a  fire,  beds,  chairs,  coffee,  bread  and  butter,  m 
and  eggs,  and  some  beef  steaks.  He  said,  beds  were  out  of  the  question, 
we  were  ( sporci '  (unclean),  being  in  quarantine.  It  made  one  indignant 
to  hear  him  say  that  to  our  faces ;  as  if  we  would  not  suffer  much  more  th 
the  beds,. by  coming  to  close  quarters.      Then,  as  for  eggs,  the  Sphal 
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dool  lay  in  the  winter ;  and  beef  was  quite  unknown.  Ho  weTer 
things  began  to  drop  in  :  a  barrel  with  a  chauffer  of  charcoal  in  it,  as  big  as 
*  washing  tub;  and  a  good  supply  of  firewood  for  the  chimney;  a  bag 
ot  bread  as  hard  and  as  dry  as  Bath  brick ;  several  coffee  pots,  a  paralytic 
table,  with  cups ;  and  seven  chairs.  Three  eggs,  and  three  fishes  were  also 
procured.  It  was  now  sunset,  5  30  p.m.  ;  and  after  giving  thanks,  we  made 
a  tolerable  meal.  In  feet,  between  cooking  and  eating,  and  drying  ourselves 
at  a  Mating  fire,  we  spent  nearly  two  hours.  The  inhabitants  were  very 
inquisitive  about  us ;  and  although  owing  to  the  Turkish  manners  of  the 
place,  the  more  curious  sex  could  not  make  their  appearance,  yet  the  men 
showed  curiosity  enough  to  serve  for  all. 

"  Mr.  Tennent,  who  was  dressed  in  a  yacht  club  coat  with  gilt  buttons 
and  had  a  gold  band  about  his  cap,  was  an  object  of  great  respect.  I  over- 
heard one  Greek  say  to  another,  while  looking  at  Mr.  Tennent,  *  Strategy 
megtdosf*  (a  great  commander) ;  •  MaKsta,'  (undoubtedly),  was  the  reply. 
Oar  Greek  guardian,  when  we  had  supped,  asked  leave  to  partake  of  out 
provisions.  I  said  to  him,  *  Remember  they  are  compromised.'  '  Ohein 
-verita,'  said  he,  *  a  poor  man  must  not  lose  such  a  supper  for  quarantine 
laws ;  *  and  a  hearty  meal  he  made.  He  then  suggested  a  glass  of  wine,  for, 
said  he,  '  I  am  seventy  years  old  1  *  We  ordered  it  for  him,  and  Mr.  Ten- 
nent desired  him  to  drink  to  the  Iglesi,  France  si,  Turci,  and  Greci.  He 
gave  a  roguish  laugh  and  exclaimed,  •  Viva  I  Moscoviti!  *  and  drank  it  off." 
The  explorers  were  visited  by  Zair  Bey,  governor  of  the  province  of  Spha- 
fcia ,  and  here  is  a  graphic  sketch  of  the  group  in  the  interior  of  the  hut : — 

"  Joannes  Nicephorus  (for  such  was  our  interpreter's  name),  had  but  a 
small  stock  of  Italian;  but  when  people  are  anxious  to  understand  each 
'Other,  a  few  words  go  a  great  way.  The  scene  was  picturesque  enough ;  the 
flickering  light  of  our  fire  now  blinked  on  one  group,  and  now  on  another, 
revealing  capriciously  their  varied  forms  and  features.  Our  crooked  appear- 
ance, as  we  crouched  over  the  fire,  was  a  fine  foil  to  the  graceful  picture 
presented  by  the  Turk,  who  smoking  his  long  tchibouque,  and  wrapped  in 
bis  elegant  mantle,  seemed  the  very  image  of  repose  . '  And  then  the  sailors 
who  had  all  come  to  anchor  under  the  lee  of  the  charcoal  stove,  in  the  best 
berths  they  could  find,  were  quite  as  strong  a  contrast  to  the  pale  effeminate 
Roumelian  guards.  Nicephorus  was  the  Nestor  of  the  party ;  the  faint  rays 
of  our  cruse,  falling  on  his  weathered  face  and  silvery  beard,  made  him  look 
truly  venerable.  After  an  hour's  conference,  the  governor  took  his  leave, 
promising  to  see  us  in  the  morning. 

"Not  forgetful  of  our  object,  we  asked  Nicephorus  (the  old  Greek  already 

mentioned)  what  was  the  ancient  name  of  Lutro?    He  replied,  without  hesi- 

ition  *  Pbcsniki',  but  that  the  old  city  exists  no  longer.    This,  of  course, 

jroved  at  once  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Smith's  conclusion.    We  were  told 

arther  that  the  anchorage  is  excellent,  and  that  our  schooner  could  enter 

he  harbour  without  difficulty.     We  next  enquired  the  ancient  name  of  the 

iland  of  Gozzo,  and  he  said  at  once,  (Chlavda,  or  Chlavda  Nesa'  (Chlaudm 

r  Klauda  Nesos)  a  reply  equally  satisfactory.     He  told  us  also  that  there 
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was  a  tradition  in  these  parts  that  Hagios  Paulos  apostolos,  had  visited 
Calolimoumas  (the  Fair  Havens,)  and  had  baptised  many  people  there. 

"Instead  of  beds,  we  had  the  floor  strewn  with  withered  bushes  of  thyme, 
for  neither  straw  nor  hay  was  to  be  had.    Before  retiring  to  rest  we  cleared 
the  room  once  more  of  the  Turks  and  Greeks  who  had  dropped  in,  by  telling 
them  that  we  were  going  to  worship.    Nicephorus  and  one  other  man  re- 
mained, and  seemed  pleased  at  our  proceeding.    We  sung  the  23rd  Psalm, 
which  sounded  very  sweet  in  my  ears ;  and  then,  thanking  our  Father  in 
Heaves  for  our  protection  from  the  storm,  we  committed  ourselves  and  our 
friends  aboard  the  vessel,  to  His  gracious  care.    I  had  a  parcel  of  modern 
Greek  tracts,  which  Mrs.  Paul  had  given  me ;  and  as  I  aat  spelling  out  of 
one  by  the  fire,  an  intelligent  young  Greek  begged  it  from  me,  saying  he 
could  read.    I  gave  him  the  packet ;  he  hid  it  in  his  bosom,  thanked  me, 
and  disappeared  with  his  treasure." 

Next  morning  the  roof  of  the  house  accidentally  caught  fire,  but  the  flame* 
were  extinguished,  although  without  the  assistance  of  the  Greeks,  who  seemed 
rather  diverted  by  the  misfortune,  because  the  Turkish  governor  was  the 
proprietor.  In  the  meantime  the  St.  Ursula  appeared  off  Lutro,  three  miles 
to  the  westward,  and  the  party  went  on  board,  and  made  for  Lutro,  en  the 
shores  of  which  they  took  soundings,  and,  landing,  examined  the  place  : — 

M  The  health  officer  told  me,  that  though  the  harbour  is  open  to  the  east, 
yet  the  easterly  gales  never  blow  home,  being  lifted  by  the  high  land  behind, 
and  that  even  in  storms  the  sea  rolls  in  gently  (piano,  piano).  He  says  it 
is  the  only  secure  harbour,  in  ail  winds  an  the  south  coast  of  Crete;  and  that 
during  wars  between  the  Venetians  and  the  Turks  (the  latter  took  the  island 
in  1688, 1  think)  as  many  as  twenty  or  twenty-five  war  galleys  had  found 
shelter  in  its  waters*  He  further  shewed  us  an  inscription  on  a  large  slab 
which  he  says  was  found  among  some  ruins  on  the  point,  and  took  us  up  the 
hill  to  see  the  traces  of  the  site  of  the  ancient  Phceniki.  The  outline  of  its 
ramparts  is  clearly  discernible,  and  spme  cisterns  hollowed  in  the  rock  ;  but 
the  ploughshare  has  been  driven  over  its  site,  and  it  displays  '  the  line  of 
confusion  and  the  stones  of  emptiness.' " 

The  St  Ursula  now  set  sail  for  the  Fair  Havens,  forty  miles  to  the  east- 
ward. Here  the  party  visited  a  monastery  in  the  mountains,  in  a  district 
ofCandia  seldom  visited  by  travellers.  The  description  of  the  monastery 
and  its  inmates  is  admirable : — 

"  After  much  climbing  we  approached  the  pass  that  leads  to  the  plains  on 
the  north  ;  and  on  gaining  it,  found  a  plateau,  to  the  right,  on  which  the 
monastery  is  situated.    It  is  like  a  great  farm- yard,  with  low  buildings  round 
it,  flat-roofed.    The  church  stands  attached  to  one  side.   As  we  approached 
I  could  have  fancied  it  was  the  times  of  the  Crusades ;  so  quaint  and  oh 
fashioned  did  everything  seem.    Stiff  pre-Raphaelite-like  trees  stood  waiting 
patiently  here  and  there ;  it  did  not  clearly  appear  for  what  purpose.    Thr 
houses  positively  bad  the  uneasy  look  of  a  drawing  that  is  all  out  of  perspec 
tive ;  and  the  whole  scene  would  have  made  a  copy  to  illuminate  a  mami 
script.     We  entered  the  outer  gate,  and  found  three  agedpatercs,  sitting 
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with  long  staves  in  their  hands,  on  a  stone  settle,  stroking  their  beards 
sad  looking  before  them.  They  slowly  rose  and  did  obeisance  to  us,  and  we 
took  off  our  hats  to  them  Then  they  led  us  into  the  court,  which  might  be 
ISO  feet  square,  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  hegoumenoi  or  abbot,  whose 
name  was  Julius.  He  came  ont  and  led  us  into  his  apartment ;  but  we  found 
to  our  great  disappointment,  that  no  one  in  the  place  could  speak  anything 
but  Romaic  Greek.  It  was  but  a  few  words  that  I  could  understand  or 
apeak,  and  of  course  anything  like  conversation  was  impossible.  The  kegou~ 
menos  was  a  most  pleasing  person :  middle-aged,  with  a  mild  and  intellectual 
or  at  least  thoughtful  face.  I  requested  a  sight  of  the  library ;  but  he  said, 
with  a  sigh,  that  all  the  books  and  manuscripts  had  been  burnt  by  the  Turks. 
However,  a  Father  brought  me  an  old  Lucretius  (1640)  and  made  one  of  the 
boys  read  a  passage,  which  he  did  with  a  Greek  accent,  disregarding  all  the 
quantities  of  the  syllables.  They  showed  us  a  Gospel  of  John,  printed  at 
Venice  in  1811,  and  richly  bound.  It  was  in  the  ancient  Greek;  but  when 
I  read  a  verse  or  two  aloud,  they  smiled  at  my  disregard  of  accents,  &c.  All 
tlieir  books  seem  to  come  from  Venice ;  which  is  natural,  as  the  Island  of 
Candia  belonged  to  Venice  down  to  the  end  of  the  17th  century.  There  are 
ten  duUukaloi,  ot  youths  under  training,  in  the  monastery.  The  Fathers 
teach  them,— cultivate  the  land,  look  after  the  flocks  and  herds,  perform  the 
daily  services  of  the  church,  and  occasional  services  in  the  metoikoi,  or  out- 
stations.  The  boys  were  playful  and  healthy ;  and  the  Fathers  had  not  the 
sinister  or  dronish  look  with  which  one  is  disgusted  in  the  monks  of  Italy. 
The  abbot  wore  a  Greek  dress  and  turban,  but  had  a  monastic  habit  to  put 
over  it.  We  had  been  four  hours  and  a  half  on  our  journey,  owing  to  the 
badness  of  the  track,  and  the  heat ;  and  it  was  now  three  o'clock.  As  they 
pressed  us  to  stay  all  night,  we  agreed  to  do  so  rather  than  be  obliged  to  go 
over  the  difficult  ground  by  moonlight.  The  tablecloth  was  then  spread, 
and  bread,  cheese,  wine,  honey  and  coffee  were  set  before  us.  Our  men 
looked  very  blate  when  bidden  take  their  dinner  with  an  abbot." 

"  Two  coarse  swaggering  Turkish  soldiers,  and  a  subaltern  officer,  had 
arrived  at  the  monastery,  and,  though  evidently  unwelcome  guests,  were 
taking  up  their  quarters  for  the  night  with  the  air  of  lords  of  the  soil.  I  read 
them  our  passport  (not  a  word  of  which  they  understood),  and  their  com* 
mander  bowed  most  graciously.  The  hugbumenos  seemed  to  dislike  their 
company  extremely,  and  came  and  sat  beside  Mr.  Tennent  and  me  at  the 
kitchen  fire.  Supper,  however,  was  set  for  the  Turks,  and  our  party  in  his 
own  apartment,  though  he  did  not  appear.  Halil  Aga,  the  officer,  sat  next 
Tennente  Effendi  (for  so  they  called  him,)  on  the  sofa ;  only  the  Aga  sat 
cross-legged,  and  Mr.  Tennent  as  a  European.  After  supper  we  went  to 
the  kitchen,  and  one  or  two  of  the  Fathers,  and  several  of  their  pupils, 
gathered  around  us.  The  boys  seemed  to  be  on  excellent  terms  with  their 
teachers.  One  of  them  made  me[ understand  that  the  latter  was  the  potmen 
(shepherd),  and  that  they  were  to  probata  (the  sheep.)  Finer  boys  1  never 
saw :  we  were  both  delighted  with  their  intelligence  and  good  manners.  I 
drew  out  a  packet  of  Greek  tracts  (not  of  a  controversial  nature)  from  my 


36  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

pocket,  and  they  read  one  aloud,  in  turn,  witb  great  spirit  and  animation  - 
I  then  divided  the  packet  among  them  and  the  Fathers,  who  all  seemect 
pleased  with  the  little  gift.    A  little  fresh  literature  in  those  parts  most 
a  great  acquisition :  J>ut  who  knows  whether  true  love  to  Christ  may  not  buj 
in  such  a  retreat  ?    Perhaps  something  our  tracts  contained  may  have  re- 
freshed some  thirsty  soul,'* 

Mr.  Brown  concludes  with  the  following  account  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Lasea,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  chart  of  the  south  coast  of  Crete : — 

"Friday,  18th. — Nothing  now  remained  to  be  done  but  to  ascertain  the* 
exact  position  of  Lasea,  a  city  Luke  says  was  nigh  to  the  Fair  Havens.     Mr. 
Smith  notes  that  it  is  mentioned  by  no  other  writer,  and  that  its  rains  have 
not  been  observed.  I  asked  our  friend  the  Guardtano  pou  esti  Lasea  (Latata)*" 
He  said  at  once  that  it  was  two  hours  walk  to  the  eastward,  close  to  Cape- 
Leonda ;  bat  that  it  was  now  a  desert  place  (topo  crema).   Mr.  Tennent  was 
eager  to*  examine  it ;  so  getting  underway,  we  ran  along  the  coast  before  tt 
S.W.  wind.    Cape  Leonda  is  called  by  the  Greeks  Leona,  evidently  from  its 
resemblance  to  a  lion  coucbant,  which  nobody  could  fail  to  observe  either 
from  the  west  or  the  east.    Its  nice  is  to  the  sea,  forming  a  promontory  350 
or  400  feet  high.    Just  after  we  passed  h,  Miss  Tennent's  quiek  eye  disco- 
vered two  white  pillars  standing  on  an  eminence  near  the  shore.    Dowor 
went  the  helm ;  and  putting  the  vessel  round,  we  stood  in  close,  wore,  ant* 
hove  to.    Mr.  H.  Tennent  and  I  landed  immediately,  just  inside  the  Capev 
to  the  eastward,  and  found  the  beach  lined  with  masses  of  masonry.    These 
were  formed  of  small  Btones,  cemented  together  with  mortar  so  firmly  that 
even  where  the  sea  had  undermined  them,  huge  fragments  lay  on  the  sand. 
This  sea  wall  extended  a  quarter  of  a  mile  along  the  beach,  from  one  rocky- 
face  to  another,  and  was  evidently  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 
Above  we  found  the  ruins  of  two  temples.    The  steps  whieh  led  up  the  one 
remain,  though  in  a  shattered  state ;  and  the  two  white  marble  columns 
noticed  by  Miss  Tennent  belonged  to  the  other.     Many  shafts,  and  a  few/ 
capitals  of  Grecian  pillars,  all  of  marble,  lie  scattered  about,  and  a  gully  worn 
by  a  torrent  lays  bare  the  substructions  down  to  the  rock.     To  the  east  a 
conical  rocky  hill  is  girdled  by  the  foundations  of  a  wall ;  and  on  a  platform 
between  this  hill  and  the  sea,  the  pillars  of  another  edifice  lie  level  with  the 
ground.    Some  peasants  came  down  to  see  us  from  the  hills  above,  and  I 
asked  them  the  name  of  the  place.    They  said  at  once,  '  Lasea ';  so  there 
could  be  no  doubt.    Cape  Leonda  lies  five  miles  east  of  the  Fair  Havens ; 
but  there  are  no  roads  whatever  in  that  part  of  Candia.    We  took  away  some 
specimens  of  marble,  and  returned  to  our  vessel ;  at  4h.  p.m.  sailed  fo* 
Alexandria.* 
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Mi.  Editor.— I  have  been  all  my  life  fond  of  yachting,  and  from  the 
the  very  first  hare  supported  your  magazine  with  my  mite.  Bat  I  never 
considered  I  had  done  enough  for  that  invaluable  journal.  I  am  well 
lware  to  support  a  Yachting  Magazine,  it  is  not  only  necessary  that 
stcretaries  should  send  you  an  account  of  the  doings  at  the  various  meet- 
ings of  their  clubs,  but  that  yachtsmen  should  also  send  you  the  log  of 
Mine  of  their  cruises;  which  I  have  no  doubt  would  at  all  times  be  ac- 
ceptable to  you  and  interesting  to  the  yachting  community. 

I  am  not  a  very  literary  character,  and  I  dare  say  many  of  your 
readers  will  try  to  pick  me  to  pieces;  but  I  fancy  I  can  handle  the  tiller, 
with  a  good  many  of  them.  To  say  the  least  I  will  do  my  best  for  the 
■access  of  the  Yachting  Magazine. 

"And  he  the  lonely  bard  whose  humble  muse 

Would  sing  thy  glories,  in  my  uncouth  phrase, 
Let  critics  scoff  my  efforts  as  they  choose 
I  mock  their  censure  for  I  seek  no  praise." 

Saturday,  October  25th,  1856. — Cast  off  our  moorings  from  Charl- 
ton, at  12h.  a.m.,  with  light  wind  from  the  east.  Passed  Gravesend  at 
5b.  p.m.;  at  6h.  30m.  brought  up  in  Lower  Hope,  in  3  fathoms,  for  the 
night;  Mucking  light  bearing  N.E.  £  E. 

Sunday  26th. — 4h*  a.m.,  chief  officer  (R.D.)  was  awoke  suddenly ; 
and  rushed  from  the  cabin  to  the  deck,  as  if  he  had  been  struck  with 
electricity,  in  fact,  he  flew  from  his  bunk  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow, 
when  to  his  great  surprise  a  huge  barge  had  driven  with  the  ebb  tide 
athwart  of  us,*  although  we  were-  riding  with  a  light  at  our  masthead, 
according  to  the  Admiralty  regulations.  By  this  time  I  had  turned  out 
and  took  the  name  of  the  craft,  which  we  found  was  the  "  John  Wilson, 
of  Rochester.9  All  hands  were  now  piped  to  the  windlass,  and  orders 
given  to  slack  away  the  chain.  We  veered  away  to  about  50  fathoms, 
when  we  got  clear  without  damage,  much  to  our  delight.  This  little 
adventure  to  a  landsman  would  have  been  terrifying,  and  to  some  of  our 
river  yachtsmen  it  would  have  "  choked  their  luff."  Our  ship's  crew, 
consisting  of  chief  officer,  two  lads,  and  myself  turned  out  from  the  arms 
o  Morpheus,  with  only  our  night  shirts  to  cover  us  from  the  chilly 
i  tosphere  of  an  October  night,  which  would  be  to  many  more  agree- 
i  » in  the  imagination  than  in  the  reality.  Having  been  on  deck  about 
-  i     larter  of  an  hour,  and  got  all  clear,  we  turned  in  till  6h.  a.m.;  and 

*  The  barge  had  let  go  her  anchor  before  she  came  athwart  us. 
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after  going  through  the  ordeal  of  swabbing  decks,  &c.,  at  8h.  hoisttrd 
P.W.Y.C.  colours.  At  9h.  the  gig  was  manned,  and  the  chief  officer 
was  rowed  to  Gravesend,  wishing  to  telegraph  to  town.  At  noon  we  got 
underway,  struck  topmast,  and  set  No.  2  jib;  wind  fresh,  N.E.  At  4t*« 
30m.  p.m.  we  brought  up  in  3  fathoms,  the  Nore  light  bearings 
W.S.W.,  the  Mouse  E.  £  S.:  rode  the  night  with  25  fathoms,  fresh  win<l 
and  moderate  sea. 

Monday  27th. — At  5h.  a.m.  I  turned  out  to  get  yacht  underweight 
but  finding  the  young  flood  making  on  the  shore  declined  doing  so:  afc 
8h.  hoisted  R.W.Y.C.  (I.)  colours.  After  partaking  of  a  breakfast  oF 
hot  coffee  accompanied  with  bacon  and  fish,  the  latter  the  produce  of 
our  own  catching,  the  chief  officer  piped  all  hands  to  the  windlass. 

"  All  hands  unmoor!  proclaims  a  boisterous  cry, 
All  hands  unmoor!  the  echoed  winds  reply; 
Roused  from  below,  aloft  the  sailors  swarm, 
And  with  their  levers  soon  the  windlass  arm. 
The  order  given,  up  springing  with  a  bound 
They  fix  the  bars,  and  heave  the  windlass  round.*9 

The  anchor  weighed,  the  mainsail  set,  and  one  reef  taken  down.  We 
now  began  to  keep  a  proper  log,  which  in  small  yachts  is  seldom  done; 
but  in  my  opinion  the  dead  reckoning  is  as  necessary  to  be  kept  in  an 
eight  ton  vessel,  as  in  one  of  a]  hundred:  you  cannot  go  to  sea  safely 
without  it  At  1  p.m.  fresh  wind  N.E.,  set  No.  2  jib,  Mouse  light  dis- 
tant a  mile,  bearing  N.E.b.E.;  worked  down  through  the  Barrow  Deep 
into  the  Knob  Channel,  from  thence  into  the  Princess' ;  where  we 
found  plenty  of  tide  and  plenty  of  sea,  causing  the  India-rubbers  to  be 
very  humourously  handed  out  by  the  chief  officer.  Sailed  round  the 
new  light-ship  moored  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel,  a  very  capi- 
tal improvement  to  the  navigation  of  that  part.  Off  the  Tongue  light- 
ship we  put  about  and  stood  three  miles  to  the  northward,  with  a  view 
of  making  a  long  leg  on  the  next  board  for  Ramsgate;  but  the  flood 
being  strong  against  us  we  could  not  weather  the  Foreland.  So  we 
decided  on  bearing  up  for  Margate  roads,  where  we  broughfHip  in  4 
fathoms;  wind  E.b.S.  fresh;  barometer  30*7.  Margate  pier  light  bear- 
ing W.S.W.  £  S.j  the  Tongue  due  north.  Two  reefs  taken  in  mainsail 
before  stowed,  and  masthead  light  hoisted  for  the  night. 

Tuesday  28th. — Light  wind  N.E.,  and  fine;  at  8h.  a.m.  fired  gun, 
and  hoisted  burgee:  at  lOh.  yacht  taken  into  Margate  harbour,  where  we 
took  in  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions.  Coast-guard  came  on  board,  and 
were  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  we  were  bound  for  the  Belgium  coast 
in  the  uncertain  month  of  October.     But  my  favorite  little  craft  had 
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sever  deceived  me,  as  she  has  carried  me  through  many  a  dirty  night 
in  the  boisterous  month  of  March,  I  entertained  no  fears  for  her  in  this 
my  eleventh  trip  across  the  Channel,  and  so  with  the  idea  of  the  chief 
officer,  "  that  a  good  cork  will  swim  longer  than  a  bad  bong/9  we 
left  Margate  at  lh.  p.m.,  with  the  wind  dead  in  our  teeth  for  Ostend. 
At  2h.  the  North  Foreland,  bore  S.W.  £  S.  distant  about  5  miles.  The 
log  bore:  at  this  moment  a  cry  was  heard  from  the  forecastle  of,  i '  Oh! 
■ir,  oh!  sir,  come  here!"  and  then  the  hideous  yell  of  "Fire!  fire!  "  I 
rushed  down  below  to  ascertain  the  cause,  when  I  found  the  bulkhead 
of  the  cabin  on  fire,  and  a  dense  smoke  issuing  through  into  the  fore- 
castle: the  crew  at  this  fearful  crisis,  seemed  paralysed .  I  think  I  can 
troth  say— 

M  If  in  some  ship  a  fire  breaks  out  by  chance. 
The  impetuous  flames  with  lawless  power  advance; 
On  ruddy  wings  the  bright  destruction  flies, 
Followed  with  ruin  and  amazing  cries; 
The  flaky  plague  spreads  swiftly  with  the  wind, 
And  ghastly  desolation  howls  behind." 

The  orders  were  now  given  for  the  fire  buckets,  and  a  quantity  of 
was  thrown  down  upon  the  devouring  element  which  happily  soon 
extinguished  it.  After  a  very  rigid  investigation  I  found  on  enquiry  the 
chief  officer  had  given  orders  to  the  crew  in  Margate  harbour  to  clean 
the  ash  pan  out,  and  in  so  doing  they  let  some  of  the  cinders  fall  down 
at  die  back  of  the  stove,  thus  setting  fire  to  a  handkerchief  which  had  by 
chance  fallen  there;  had  kindled  into  a  flame,  igniting  the  cabin  floor, 
sofia,  bulkhead,  and  thermometer:  causing  the  latter  to  send  forth  its 
silvery  fluid  in  all  directions.  Had  we  not  discovered  the  fire  at  that 
moment  the  vessel  must  have  been  burnt,  but  it  being  nearly  a  calm  was 
much  in  our  favor. 

We  resumed  our  course  N.E.b.E:  at  4h.  p.m.  the  log  registered  8 
miles,  Kentish  Knock  high  red  Nun  buoy  bearing  west,  distant  about 
4  miles.     The  twilight  was  now  fast  approaching,  and  we  began  to  see 
every  thing  snug  for  a  long  and  dreary  night.     At  5h.  p.m.  the  binna- 
cle lighted  and  course  set:  at  7h.  course  E.b.S.,  wind  very  light  and 
variable;  at   7h.   30m.  we  were  suddenly  brought  up  by  the  stern, 
nearly  all  standing:  "  What's  that,"  cried  Jack,   "  there's  a  man's  head 
:*t  the  water,  sir,  and  I'm  blowed  if  he  aint  got  hold  of  us  by  the  stern." 
Man's  head  be  d        ,"  cried  the  chief  officer,   "  it  looks  more  like  a 
bster-pot.     And  I  suspect  we  have  got  some  fisherman's  net  in  our 
ip,  so  lower  away  the  canvas,  my  lads!"     We  soon  found  our  log  had 
ot  hold  of  a  net,  which,   with  some  little  difficulty  we  got  clear  of; 
ut  not  until  we  had  cut  a  portion  of  it  away. 
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Set  sails  again,  and  at  8h.  p.m.  Knock  light  bore  N.N.W.  distant 
about  5  miles:  our  course  then  S.W.  stood  on  this  course  till  llh.  p.nou, 
making  about  6  miles.  We  now  had  a  fog  and  dead  calm  so  we  hov« 
to  for  the  night,  occasionally  show  a  light  from  flare  in  addition  to  our 
masthead  lanthorn. 

*  Bat  lo)  at  last  from  tenfold  darkness  borne, 
Forth  issues  o'er  the  wave  the  weeping  morn, 
Hail  sacred  vision,  who  on  orient  wings, 
The  cheering  dawn  of  light  propitious  brings  i 
All  nature  smiling  hailed  the  vivid  ray, 
That  gave  her  beauties  to  returning  day." 

Wednesday  29th. — At  6h.  a.m.  the  starboard  watch  roused  out;    at 
7h.  we  spoke  a  fishing  lugger,  and  compared  bearings,  the  Knock  Lig-ht 
bearing  N.N.W.  distant  about  7  miles.     We  then  hauled  up  S.E.,  wind 
light;  at  8h.  the  log  hove,  course  S.E.b.S.;  at  llh.  30m.  the  log  hauled 
aboard,  and  registered  10  miles;  yacht  becalmed:  at  2h.  p.m.,  the  cry 
of  "  Sail  a-head,  hailing  us."     I  came  up  from  below  and  gave  orders 
that  a  friendly  feeling  should  be  shown  the  craft,  "  No  other  sail  in  sight 
sir,"  cries  Jack.     The  strange  craft  carrying  a  light  air  up  to  us,  we  in 
a  dead  calm,  when  up  came  Alfred's  visage  through  the  fore-hatch,  and 
very  innocently  enquired,  "  If  there  was  any  garotting  going  on  afloat.*' 
'  I  thinking  that  a  hint  in  the  right  direction,  went  below  and  capped  the 
pistols,  when  the  craft  came  alongside,  a  Calais  fishing  vessel,  with  about 
a  dozen  hands,  they  had  lost  their  reckoning  and  enquired  how  the 
Goodwin  Sands  bore,  which  information  we  gave  them,  in  addition  to  a 
couple  of  bottles  of  stout,  when  they  hauled  their  wind.     At  4h.  we 
had  made  about  2\  miles  without  log,  which  was  now  hove,  course 
S.E.£S;  at  5b.  30m.  the  log  registered  13£  miles,  our  course  S.b.E.; 
at  llh.  distance  per  log  20  J  miles.     The  port  match  was  now  roused 
ont;  the  starboard  turning  in. 

Thursday  30M.— At  2h.  a.m.,  course  S.E.,  light- wind;  at  4b.  S.E. 
b.E.;  at  8h.  the  log  hauled  aboard  aud  registered  39£  miles,  put  yacht 
about  and  stood  S.W.,  about  2  miles;  spoke  an  Ostend  fisherman,  and 
compared  bearings,  which  we  found  correct,  wind  freshing  fast,  lowered 
topsail  and  housed  topmast  at  lOh.  30m.,  distance  per  log  52  miles, 
Ostend  in  sight  bearing  S.E.b.E  ,  distant  about  six  miles,  wind  light 
again  and  top-sail  set  arrived  at  the  harbour  at  llh.  30m. 

"  Can  we,  delayed  in  this  tremendous  tide, 
A  moment  pause  what  purpose  to  decide." 

The  harbour  of  Ostend  has  a  strong  tide  setting  by  it;   in  working 
ill,  keep  close  to  the  west-pier  head.     hi  about  one  hour  before  high- 
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the  the  tide  in  harbour  will  be  setting  right  out,  while  outside  the 
pier  heads  it  will  be  going  to  the  eastward.  Finding  we  had  not  suffi- 
cient wind  to  make  ourselves  masters  of  the  tide,  we  accepted  the  assist- 
ance of  some  half-dosen  men,  and  were  towed  up  the  harbour. 

The  tow  rope  let  go,  we  proceeded  to  our  moorings  in  a  dock  to  the 
right  in  proceeding  up  the  harbour,  directly  opposite  the  water  house, 
where  you  can  for  the  charge  of  one  penny  have  all  your  casks  filled, 
and  for  the  further  sum  of  one  shilling  have  the  use  of  a  ladder,  which 
we  found  very  acceptable*  This  dock  is  generally  perfectly  free  from 
shipping  of  the  large  class,  and  therefore  is  quite  safe.* 

In  the  winter  months  this  dock  seems  to  be  used  by  fishing  vessels, 

and  of  which  we  had  a  pretty  good  share  as  there  was  a  great  Catholic 

J9tt  to  take  place  on  the  1st  of  November,  which  brought  more  fishing 

vessels  together  than  I  had  ever  seen  before  in  any  foreign  port,  and  we 

were  informed  there  would  be  at  least  150  there  for  the  occasion. 

Fridny  3 Is/.— •Proceeded  ashore  with  chief  officer  to  see  the  town, 
which  is  not  very  large  but  well  fortified,  it  was  much  more  considerable 
before  the  long  siege  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  year  1601,  which  continued 
for  three  years;  when  it  was  almost  reduced  to  ashes.  The  Dutch  lost 
60,000  men  and  the  Spaniards  80,000.  Isabella  Eugenia,  governante 
of  the  Netherlands,  made  a  vow  she  would  not  change  her  chemise  before 
Ostend  surrendered,  but  before  the  town  was  taken  it  had  greatly  changed 
its  colour.  However  the  ladies  of  her  court  to  keep  her  countenance  had 
theirs  dyed  that  they  might  be  like  that  of  their  mistress.  The  town 
yielded  to  the  Spanish  General  Spinola  at  last,  only  by  command  of  the 
states -general,  who  had  gained  their  point  by  its  obstinate  resistance. 
This  place  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  1706,  but  restored  to  the  Em- 
peror 1724,  when  an  East  India  Company  was  established,  but  entirely 
suppressed  by  treaty  in  1731.  It  was  taken  by  the  French  in  August, 
1745,  and  rendered  back  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapelJe.  About  the 
year  1781,  Emperor  Joseph  2nd  of  Germany  declared  it  a  free  port,  by 
which  means  the  increase  of  commerce  was  much  improved.  At  the 
break  out  of  the  French  revolution,  it  belonged  to  the  French.  Was 
blockaded  by  the  English  about  1797,  who  did  considerable  damage  to 
its  commerce.  And  after  the  Congress  of  Vienna  was  again  restored  to 
the  King  of  Holland,  under  whose  rule  it  continued  till  1830,  when  after 
*  successful  rebellion  the  Belgians  succeeded  in  establishing  their  inde- 
endence  ;  Prince  Leopold  beooming  their  King,  and  marrying  Louis 

*  Two  years  ago  I  was  lying  in  Dunkirk  harbour,  outside  a  schooner,  when 
she  grounded  and  fell  right  on  my  vessel;  luckily  we  had  not  grounded,  or  else 
"he  damage  would  have  been  fearraL    I  therefore  warn  owners  of  large  yacht* 
o  be  careful  in  tidal  harbours. 
wo.  ]. — vol.  yj.  a 
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Philip's  daughter.  Ostend  is  rapidly  rising  to  a  very  fashionable  water- 
ing town,  being  much  frequented  by  foreigners  of  all  nations;  and  is 
considered  the  Brighton  of  Belgium. 

Having  seen  all  that  was  interesting,  we  returned  back  to  the  yacht, 
when  the  chief  officer  gave  orders  to  man  the  basket  and  drop  quietly 
in  our  wake,  and  we  at  once  proceeded  to  provision  the  ship.*     We 
are  no  advocates  for  owners  and  officers  shouldering  their  marketings 
themselves.    I  think  it  brings  yachtsmen  into  disrepute  and  quite  does 
away  with  the  idea  that  foreigners  entertain  of  English  gentlemen  visit- 
ing them  in  their  yachts.     I  therefore  hope  it  will  be  at  all  tunes 
guarded  against  by  all  yachtsmen,  and  particularly  members  of  the  clubs 
to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong.     Having  sent  the  stores  on 
board,  we  returned  to  the  yacht  and  turned  in  all  hands  for  the  night. 

Saturday  >  November  1*1.— Cast  off  moorings  at  lh.  30m.  a.m.  light 
wind;  at  Jh.  Ostend  bore  S.E.  £  S.,  distant  about  2£  miles, — the  log 
hove.  At  8h.  the  log  registered  16  miles,  and  10  miles  allowed  for  the 
tide.  We  were  now  becalmed,  and  the  tide  setting  to  the  eastward,  we 
brought  up  in  10  fathoms  till  slack  water.  At  lh.  p.m,  weighed  an- 
chor, still  calm  and  cloudy:  at  2h.  atmosphere  threatening  rain  and 
squalls:  at  3h.  barometer  falling,  and  every  appearance  of  a  squall  from 
S.W.,  preparations  made  accordingly:  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  the  log  regis- 
tered 30  miles;  scud  still  rising  in  the  S.W.  but  no  wind. 

"  All  day  becalmed  the  vessel  here  remains. 
And  yet  no  hopes  of  aiding  wind  obtains; 
For  sickening  vapours  lull  the  air  to  sleep, 
And  not  a  breeze  awakes  the  silent  deep." 

At  7h.  p.m.  we  had  a  light  air  spring  up  from  the  S.E.,  course  re- 
sumed N.W.b.W.  J  W.;  the  binnacle  lighted,  the  lead  hove,  and  20 
fathoms  found.  At  this  moment  a  fatality, — a  bird  of  passage  settled 
on  the  cabin  top,  particularly  tame.  We  had  now  made  out  our  reckon- 
ing for  the  night;,  and  found  ourselves  about  15  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Goodwin  Sands:  at  lOh.  p.m.  we  sighted  some  lights;  at  1  lh.  we 
proved  them  to  be  the  North  Sand  Head,  distant  about  5  miles,  the  ebb 
tide  setting  strong  to  the  westward  we  bore  up  two  points  to  go  to  the 
northward  of  the  light-ship;  at  lh.  a.m.  the  tide  setting  N.E.,  course 
steered  N.W.b.W.  for  the  North  Foreland:  at  4h.  we  brought  up  in 
1 1  fathoms,  the  North  Sand  Head  bearing  S.,  the  Foreland  W.  \  N. 

Sunday  2nrf.— The  sun  rose  without  a  cloud,  the  wind  light,  a* 

*  Many  yachtsmen  think  there  is  not  that  dignity  to  be  kept  up  in  a  ama 
yacht  as  in  a  larger  vessel,  which  is  a  mistaken  idea.  We  have  nobleme 
keeping  yachts  of  Ave  tons,  therefore  the  size  has  nothing  to  do  wilh  it, 
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flying  round  the  compass,  die  sea  smooth  and  unrippled:  a  more  beauti- 
fial  morning  I  have  never  seen  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  year.  We  were 
now  quietly  employed  trying  to  woo  the  fickle  breeze,  which  enabled  us 
with  the  aid  of  our  balloon  sails  to  bring  up  in  Margate  Roads  by  high- 


Several  boats  with  parties  came  off  to  see  the  yacht.  A  lady  and 
gentleman,  actuated  by  feelings  of  curiosity  asked  to  come  on  board, 
and  they  were  much  surprised  to  find  our  little  saloon  so  beautifully 
fitted  up.  At  4h.  p.m.  anchor  weighed,  wind  light  and  southerly  ,  at 
5h.  we  set  our  course  for  the  Grain  Spit  ;  and  at  lh.  a.m.  brought  up 
in  seven  fathoms,  the  Nore  Light  bearing  N.E.b.E.,  Low  light  to  the 
east  of  Sheerness  lights  8.S.W. 

Monday,  Zrd\ — began  with  calms  ;  at  9b.  A.M.,  got  underway,  wind 
K.W;  At  3h.  p.m.  we  brought  up  off  Oreenhithe,  where  R.  D.  and 
self  left  the  yacht  and  returned  to  town,  per  train,  both  much  delighted 
our  cruise  to  the  Belgium  coast. 

A.  Bebncastlb. 
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PART  II. 

Hastings  being  contiguous  to  the  conqueror's  descent,  and  presenting 
a  bold  outline  of  ruins  upon  its  aged  cliffs,  was  most  probably  the  wes- 
tern station,  as  it  would  flank  and  overlook  the  level  of  Bexhill  and 
Pevensey.  According  to  tradition  and  history,  Athelstan  had  a  mint 
at  Hastings,  and  the  old  town  had  a  very  fine  harbour,  the  site  of  which 
is  now  called  the  Stade ;  and  1  was  once  gratified  by  a  view  of  the 
foundations,  and  massive  stones  of  the  said  ancient  pier.  It  was  a  very 
low  ebb,  and  crowds  of  people  flocked  down  to  the  shore  to  examine  that 
which  they  had  so  often  heard  described  by  their  fathers.  The  piling 
extended  still  beyond  the  margin  of  the  receding  tide,  and  the  encroach- 
ment of  the  sea  must  have  been  to  a  great  extent ;  for  the  visitation  is 
recorded  as  having  effected  the  complete  destruction  of  the  old  town  of 
Hastings.     An  insignificant  wooden  pier  was  erected  upon  the  ruins  ; 

>ut  this  shared  a  similar  fate  during  a  tempest  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
The"  sea  continues  to  encroach  upon  this  line  of  coast ;  and,  after 

7ashing  the  shore  around  the  noble  cliff  of  Farleigh,  we  are  again  at- 

*  Continued  from  p.  26-1,  vol.  v. 
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tracted  to  an  account  of  its  ravages,  by  a  view  of  the  interesting  and 
picturesque  town  of  Winchelsea.  Not  a  vestige  of  the  old  town  remains. 
It  is  described  in  history  as  haying  contained  eighteen  churches,  and  a 
great  population.  The  site  has  been  covered  by  the  sea  for  ages,  and 
the  date  of  the  calamity  was  previous  to  the  Norman  conquest,  and  most 
probably  at  the  same  period  of  time  with  Hastings. 

Here  again  we  have  the  most  positive  proofs  that  there  has  been  no 
gradual  recession  of  the  waters,  but  a  sudden  and  overwhelming  tempest* 
accompanied  probably  by  an  earthquake.  Here  was  that  extensive  arm 
of  the  sea,  which,  uniting  and  receiving  the  tributary  streams  of  the 
Bother,  was  called  the  Portus  Lemanus  of  the  Romans,  having  the 
havens  of  Winchelsea,  Rye,  and  Roraney,  the  castles  of  Studfall,  and 
Lympne,  with  several  minor  fortifications,  for  its  defence.  This  in  an- 
cient records,  was  styled  the  Haven  of  Safety,  on  the  south  coast  of 
England  ;  and,  Fusell  emphatically  observes,  "  Where  ships  once  sailed, 
cattle  are  seen  grazing.  Where  once  flowed  the  River  Lympne  (<ir 
Rother)  is  now  an  expanse  of  level  fields,  where  patches  of  verdure  are 
strikingly  intermingled  with  the  sand  and  pebbles  of  the  sea-shore,  which 
have  blocked  up  its  channel  and  choked  its  harbours."  From  among  this 
strata  a  vessel  was  raised,  which  was  exhibited  in  the  vicinity  of  London 
as  a  relic  of  Roman  naval  architecture,  and  worthy  the  inspection  of  the 
curioso.  The  environs  of  Studfall  castle  are  the  best  points  of  view  tor 
comparing  the  levels  of  the  marsh;  and  in  the  massive  ruins  of  its  ancient 
walls,  may  be  traced  the  holes  from  which  mooring  rings  have  been 
suspended  for  ships  to  make  fast  to.  An  extensive  forest  lined  the  mar- 
gin of  this  once  noble  port,  its  length,  in  a  north-west  direction,  stretch* 
ing  into  the  inland  district  upwards  of  100  miles. 

This  fact  being  attested  by  ancient  writers,  we  are  inclined  to  look  for 
the  proof  of  its  existence;  and,  accordingly,  we  find  that,  wherever  drains, 
wells,  or  canals  have  been  excavated,  large  trees  have  been  found  im- 
bedded in  the  masses  of  shingle  and  marine  substances  thrown  in  by 
the  ocean,  and  in  most  places  standing  in  their  natural  positions,  pro- 
truding, as  it  were,  through  the  encumbering  beds  of  flinty  pebbles  with 
which  the  whole  line  of  marsh  is  patched.  The  only  singular  exception 
is  this,  that  in  some  places  timber  was  found  as  black  as  ebony,  quite 
perfect,  with  the  marks  of  the  axe  which  had  felled  it,  and  the  dismem- 
bered branches  beside  the  parent  trunk.  Acorns,  chestnuts,  and  fore 
fruit,  are  dug  out  of  the  peat  in  a  beautiful  state  of  preservation  ;  henoi 
many  have  inferred  that  the  inundation  took  place  in  the  autumn,  before 
the  trees  had  shed  their  honours. 

The  sea,  it  would  appear,  had  thus  done  its  wont  upon  this  point  o1 
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coast,  having  destroyed  the  old  towns  of  Hastings  and  Winhebea, 
sad,  lifting  from  its  secret  bed  an  overwhelming  mass  of  shingle,  hurled 
it  into  the  mouths  of  the  Lyinpne  (or  Rother)  ;  and,  choking  it  op,  at 
W  water  it  would  exhibit  an  immense  flat  of  loose  swampy  marsh  land, 
saving  a  complete  peninsula  of  sea  beach  at  Dungeness,  extending  for 
several  miles  into  the  Bristol  Channel.  The  natives  would  then  pro- 
gressively form  embankments  to  stop  its  further  progress  and  ruinous 
effects,  and  in  the  course  of  time  the  advantages  they  gained  induced 
them  to  unite,  and  make  a  simultaneous  effort  for  the  security  of  their 
pnsstsaiona.  Accordingly  we  find  that  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  aore8 
of  the  finest  land  in  Europe,  was  regained  from  the  sea  by  the  formation 
of  Dymchurch  Wall. 

fienry  de  Bathe  and  his  colleagues,  obtained  from  King  Henry  the 
Third  a  royal  grant,  called  "  The  Statutes  of  Sewers,9'  in  which  statute 

they  were  syled  "  The  Lords  of  the  Level.'1  What  a  pleasing  retros- 
pect it  brings  to  the  mind,  as  the  eye  of  the  antiquarian  surveys  from  this 

proud  embankment  the  beautiful  expanse  of  pasturage,  covered  with 
milkwhite  flocks  grazing  peacefully,  where  the  surge  once  rolled  in  mad- 
dening fury  to  the  desolated  shore-  Studfall,  whose  base  stood  upon 
the  strand,  now  in  the  centre  of  a  fertile  district;-— and  imagination 
saay  then  poutray  the  Portus  Lemanus,  when  in  the  reign  of  Alfred, 
the  Danish  fleet  sailed  up  to  Appledore,  now  ten  miles  from  the  sea, 
then  a  maritime  and  principal  town  of  the  Anglo-Saxons; — the  river 
then  navigable  for  a  large  fleet  which  had  crossed  the  Northern  Ocean, 
now  a  narrow,  muddy  stream,  emptying  itself,  through  the  little  harbour 
of  Rye,  into  the  bay  which  is  formed  by  the  projecting  bank  of  sea 
shingle  at  Dungeness. 

Avch  controversy  and  difference  of  opinion  has  existed,  relative  to 
the  source  from  which  this  rapidly  increasing  peninsula  or  shingle  origi- 
nates! That  the  flints  which  fall  from  the  cliffs  into  the  tide  are  its 
source,  will  not  bear  the  test  of  geological  investigation,  for  its  rapid 
extension  is  for  beyond  such  a  supply  in  many  ages;  and  if  olosely  ex- 
amined they  will  be  found  to  be  a  red  nodule  similar  to  the  vast  masses 
which  form  the  Highgate  Hill,  the  tunnel,  digging  of  which  yielded 
the  most  beautifully  silicified  fossils  of  crustacs  that  can  be  imagined. 

Such  also  is  the  Hill  of  Greenwich  Park,  and  a  mine  of  these 
gi  otic  mounds  of  shingle  is  continued  onwards,  haying  their  counter- 
pi  i  in  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of  France.  Is  it  not  then  fair  to 
ii  r,  that  as  the  bottom  of  the  sea  is  assimilated  in  character  to  the 
'i  t,  that  the  restless  waters  are  progressively  shifting  this  accumulating 
t    s  from  a  marine  deposit  onwards  to  the  shore* 
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We  dow  come  to  Hythe;  and  various  have  been  the  opinions  respect— 
ing  its  early  history.     Salt  wood  castle  appears  to  have  been  a  strong 
defence,  intended  for  the  protection  of  the  town  and  port     Fosell  and 
others  doubt  this  ;  but  they  have  again  lost  sight  of  natural  causes,  of 
the  great  change  which  evidently  and  on  a  sudden  took  place  ; — tho 
raising  from  the  deep  that  extraordinary  mass  of  shingle  called  Dunge— 
nnss.     And  if  we  admit  that  it  once  did  not  exist,  except  in  a  farther 
offing,  then  Hythe  becomes  another  of  the  harbours  on  the  borders  o£ 
the  Portus  Lemanus,  which  had  for  its  bounderies  the  rising  lands  of 
Hythe  and   Folkestone.     Here  also  the  ocean  has  invaded  the  cliffii. 
Leland  describes  its  effects  thus  :  "  Harde  upon  the  shore  be  greate 
ruines  of  a  solemne  old  nunnerie,  yn  the  walles  wherofeapere  greate  and 
longe  Briton  brickes  ;  and  on  the  right  hond  of  the  quier  a  grave  trance 
of  squared  stone.     The  castel  yard  hath  been  a  place  of  greate  buriale, 
yn  so  much  as  where  the  sea  hath  worne  on  the  banke,  bones  appear 
half  sticking  out.     Lord  Clinton's  grondfaether  had  there  of  a  poore 
man  a  boate  almost  full  of  antiquities  of  pure  gold  and  silver." 


dlitot's  locferr* 

How  to  avoid  Collision  with  Steamers. 

Southampton,  December  2&ra\  1856. 
Sib — Adverting  to  the  increasing  dangers  of  collision  at  sea  with  steamers, 
which  class  of  vessels  are  undoubtedly  fast  superseding  sailing  craft,  I  beg  to 
offer  to  the  several  Yacht  Clubs  a  plan  whereby  the  chance  of  being  run  into 
may  be  reduced  to  a  small  per  centage,  and  I  feel  confident  as  a  practical 
man  that  if  the  owners  would  consent  to  adopt  the  system  I  am  now  to 
advocate,  the  example  emanating  from  so  influential  a  body  would  speedily 
be  followed  by  shipmasters,  and  be  as  universally  known  as  Marry att's  sig- 
nals. 

Having  been  for  the  last  ten  years  in  steam  ships  I  am  enabled  to  poin  t 
out  the  great  difficulty  experienced  by  the  officers  of  the  watch  when  of  a 
dark  night  a  sail  is  reported,  either  ahead  or  on  the  bow,  from  the  rate  at 
which  steamers  travel  there  is  on  such  occasions  no  time  for  deliberation, 
and  the  knotty  point  is  ,to  know  upon  what  tack  the  sailing  vessel  is  at  the 
time  of  discovery,  this  once  solved  it  is  quite  easy  for  the  steamer  to  pass 
under  her  stern. 

This  then,  being  the  case ,  I  propose  that  the  Binnacle  Lanterns  of  si  3 
should  exhibit  a  Green  light  on  the  starbourd  side,  and  a  Red  light  on  F  t 
side,  and  fitted  so  as  to  be  unshipped  at  a  moment's  notice  from  the  B  - 
nacle.  With  such  an  appliance  as  soon  as  a  steamer  is  seen  approach]  , 
(about  which  there  can  be  no  mistake  from  their  triangular  lights  of  r<    , 
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green,  and  of  the  natural  colour,)  the  sailing  vessel  has  nothing  more  to 
do  than  unship  the  Green  light  if  she  is  on  the  starboard  tack,  or  Red  if  she 
be  on  the  Port,  exhibiting  the  same  over  the  side  where  best  seen ,  and  thus 
a  remedy  is  provided  for  the  difficulty  alluded  to. 

Now  in  order  to  get  this  plan  into  general  use  I  suggest  that  a  resolution 
be  ptistod  at  all  the  Yacht  Clubs,  that  they  will  adopt  it,  giving  notice  by 
advertisement  in  the  papers  of  their  intention  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  believing  that  the  impetus  being  so  given,  in  a  short  time  the  practice 
would  be  a  universal  one. 

I  am,  &c, 

To  the  Editor  H.  Y.M.  John  Hat,  Lieut  R.N. 


Thb  Kittbh  Yacht. 

Greenwich,  December  22nd,  1856. 
Sra. — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  an  error  in  your  Magazine  'for  this  month 
(p.  543).    The  Kitten  is  therein  stated  to  have  sailed  in  two  matches  and  win- 
ning one  only,  whereas  she  sailed  three  and  received  first  prize  in  each,  namely 
cue  in  the  Thames  of  .£30,  and  two  at  Goole  of  £20  and  £10  respectively. 

I  am,  &c, 
n  the  Editor  H.Y  M.  &  Lbaoh. 


Thahbs  v.  Essex  Yaohtsmbv. 

Harwich,  November  24th,  1656 
Sul — The  bombastic  tone  of  "A  Thames  Yachtsman V  lucubration  which 
appears  in  your  Magazine  of  the  present  month,  would  convey  to  the  casual 
reader  an  idea  that  Essex  Yachtsmen  stand  in  very  great  fear  of  the  Yachts- 
men of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Club  as  a  match-sailing  body. 

I  feel  sure  your  correspondent's  letter  speaks  not  the  language  of  that  distin- 
guished assemblage  of  yachtsmen;  although  the  aspiring  "Junius"  when  he 
talks  of  "we  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Club"  would  fain  have  ns  believe  so.    This 
self -styled  "Thames  Yachtsman"  can  know  little  of  the  noble  pastime  of  Yacht- 
ing; and  still  less  of  the  little  yachts  which  have  most  adorned  his  club,  when 
be  speaks  so  disparagingly  of  Essex  Yachts  and  Essex  Yachtsmen.    The  two 
yachts  which  have  been  most  conspicuous,  and  gained  most  laurels  on  the 
Thames  during  the  past  season  (the  Violet  and  Flirt)  are  both  Essex  yachts. 
The  celebrated  Kitten  which  has  often  brought  away  the  prizes  from  theThames 
it  also  an  Essex  Yacht:  we  could  (if  it  were  necessary  further  to  convince  "a 
Thames  Yachtsmen "  of  his  error,)  name  the  Thought,  Mischief,  Pawn,  Esk, 
Sam  Sly,  cum  multis  aliie,  designed,  built,  and  owned  by  Essex  yachtsmen.    But 
as  those  already  named  are  among  the  most  celebrated  little  clippers  of  the  past 
and  present  day,  we  are  prepared  to  contradict  the  assertion,  that  we  are  so 
<*fa>«i  *  licked  '*  as  "A  Thames  Yachtsman'*  would  lead  the  uninitiated  to  sup- 
]      .    On  behalf  of  the  Essex  yachtsmen,  I  beg  to  assure  the  individual  who 
te  the  letter  alluded  to,  that  we  stand  in  no  fear  of  such  "  a  Thames  Yachts- 
"  as  he;  nol  not  if  he  comes  in  a  craft  with  as  much  bounce  about  it,  as 
i  is  about  his  letter.    With  regard  to  the  regatta  at  Mistley,  of  which  your 
tspondent  complains  of  not  being  invited,  either  by  advertisement  or  other- 
:  it  would  appear,  on  reading  the  interesting  report  of  that  regatta  in  your 
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Magaaine,  that  nothing  wm  lost  by  being  absent,  for  the  whole  affair  was  undea 
mismanagement,  and  it  appears  great  partiality  was  shown.  I  have  only  ta 
advise  your  (would  be  yachting)  correspondent  to  make  himself  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  he  writes  upon  before  addressing  you  again}  a\c*d 
above  all  things  to  study  the  geography  of  Essex;  from  which  he  will  learn  tta&fc 
Woodbridge  is  not  in  that  county. 

lam,  &c, 
To  the  Editor  B.  YM.  Ah  Essex  Yachtskah." 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  JANUARY. 


High  Water 
d  Lon.  Bridge 
x  morn  after. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer-I 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  subtracting  from,  the  time  at  London  | 
Bridge. 
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Greenwich. 
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NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Balls.— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Jan.  2 1st,  at  the  Freemasons  Taver 
Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  Feb.  13tht  at  the  Hanover  Square  R 

London  Yacht  Club,  Feb,  18ih,  Willis  Rooms. 

Communications  from  J.  A.  L.,  Mercury,  Saunterer,  &c.  received,  and 

appear  in  our  next. 

Secretaries  are  requested  to  forward  accounts  of  Clubs  Meetings,  &c 
tOttdon— HUNT  fc  Qo,  Printers,  6,  Ktw  Charon  Strast,  Edfwara  Bond, 
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WANDERING  NOTES:— THE  LIFE-BOAT. 


BT  9UXXOOA  JUQA. 


"  Sometimes  fair  truth— in  fiction  we  disguise, 
Sometimes  present  her  naked  to  men's  eyes." 

Plato,  in  the  account  which  he  gives  us  of  the  conversation  and 
behaviour  of  Socrates  the  morning  he  was  to  die,  tells  the  following 
circumstance : — '■  When  the  fetters  of  Socrates  were  knocked  off,  as 
was  usual  to  be  done  on  the  morning  that  the  condemned  person  was 
to  be  executed,  he  was  found  to  be  seated  in  the  midst  of  his  disci- 
ples, and  laying  one  of  his  legs  over  the  other,  in  a  very  unconcerned 
posture,  he  began  to  rub  it  where  it  had  been  galled  by  the  iron;  but 
whether  it  was  to  show  the  indifference  with  which  he  entertained  the 
thoughtsjof  his  approaching  death,  or,  after  his  accustomed  manner, 
to  take  every  occasion  of  philosophizing  upon  some  useful  subject,  he 
observed  the  pleasure  of  that  sensation  which  now  arose  in  those  very 
parts  of  his  leg,  which  just  before  had  been  so  pained  by  the  fetter. 
Upon  this  he  reflected  on  the  nature  of  pleasure  axid  pain  in  general, 
and  how  constantly  they  succeed  one  another.  To  this  he  added,  that 
no.  2.— voi,.  n.  h 
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if  a  man  was  to  represent  the  nature  of  pleasure  and  pain  in  that  wj 
of  writing,  he  would  probably  join  them  together  after  such  a  manner, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  one  to  come  into  any  place  witbi — 
out  being  followed  by  the  other." 

It  is  possible,  that  if  Plato  had  thought  it  proper  at  such  a  time 
to  describe  Socrates  launching  out  into  a  discourse,  which  was  not  of 
a  piece  with  the  business  of  the  day,  he  would  have  enlarged  upon. 
this  hint,  and  have  drawn  it  out  into  some  beautiful  allegory  or  fable; 
for,  in  those  days,  in  the  very  infancy  of  learning,  fables  had  their 
origin,  and  they  never  flourished  more  than  when  learning  was  at  its 
greatest  height.     They,  moreover,  had  a  good  effect  on  the  minds  of 
men,  and  oftimes  conveyed  instruction  to  the  ear,  even  of  a  monarch, 
without  offending  it,  and  bring  him  to  a  sense  of  his  guilt  and  his 
duty.     With  this  preface,  then,  we  introduce  the  subject  before  us, 
so  allied  to  "  pleasure  and  pain,'*  and  will  endeavour  to  fill  a  chapter 
of  "Wandering  Notes"  with  such  materials  as  the  memory  may 
suggest. 

41 1  see  the  right  and  I  approve  it  too, 
Condemn  the  wrong,  yet  p'raps  the  wrong  pursue." 

If  we  refer  to  the  daily  journals  of  the  past  month,  we  shall  find 
them  teem  with  the  most  appalling  narratives  of  wrecks,  and  the 
sufferings  and  sacrifice  of  lives,  and,  as  if  in  contrast,  the  miraculous 
escape  of  others. 

Probably  in  no  country  like  this,  does  the  annual  return  of  the 
season  bring  such  melancholy  tidings  to  our  homes.    But  these  pain- 
ful  narratives  are  sometimes  counterbalanced  by  the  pleasurable 
recital  that  by  means  of  the  "  Life-boat  "  the  crew  were  saved  and 
rescued  from  the  yawning  gulf  which  threatened  to  close  upon  them. 
Why  such  pleasurable  reminiscences  are  not  of  more  frequent  occur- 
rence, naturally  creates  inquiry,  and  meanwhile  there  is  a  fearful  re- 
sponsibility at  the  door  of  a  nation  which  boasts  of  its  benevolence, 
charity,  and  christian  sympathies,  yet  withholds  the  means  of  lessen- 
ing the  evil.     How  many  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  are 
annually  squandered  away  at  the  shrine  of  pride  and  ambition,  a 
even  during  the  past  few  years  for  nought,  but  to  engender  hatr 
and  to  make  man  war  with  his  brother,  while,  a  portion  of  the  amo* 
might  have  been  employed  in  cultivating  social  relations  and  frie 
ship  with  communities,  and  encourage  the  ingenuity  of  man  in  dei 
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ing  means  for  restoring  to  the  human  family  many  a  father,  husband, 
and  child.  How  many  homes  at  this  festive  season  might  have  been 
made  happy  by  the  presence  of  its  lost  member?  We  are  not  un- 
mindful of  the  appeals  which  are  continually  made  to  avert  these 
melancholy  occurrences.  Could  we  but  concentrate  our  scattered 
ideas  we  might  present  a  "  chamber  of  horrors,"  which  would  darken 
the  page  of  history.  Our  path  is  widely  different,  we  would  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  humanity,  and  therefore  join  in  the  appeals  that  are 
continually  being  made  to  the  public  by  those  "  humane  societies," 
and  more  particularly  by  the  National  Life-boat  Institution,  to  pay 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  the  country  owes  to  our  merchant  marine 
and  to  life  in  general,  such  as  would  render  their  calling  less  perilous 
and  with  a  greater  regard  to  their  ultimate  safety.  Why  should 
England,  this  great  maritime  nation,  or  rather  the  government — be 
behind  others  in  such  a  mission.  Already  our  cousins  are  in  the 
field  in  this  noble  cause.  By  late  accounts  from  Washington,  we 
learn  that  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report  whether  some  means  cannot  be  devised  for 
the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  seamen  and  passengers  who  may  be 
wrecked  on  the  coast ;  and  also  whether  relief  should  not  be  granted 
to  the  families  of  persons  who  lose  their  lives  in  endeavours  to  rescue 
others  from  shipwreck  : — here  then  is  another  of  the  many  examples 
set  to  us. 

Science  has  ushered  to  the  world  many  inventions  which  have 
caused  years  of  labour,  study,  and  great  pecuniary  expense  to  pro- 
duce. Some  of  which  have  been  smothered  in  the  bud  for  want  of 
that  one  thing  needful — patronage. 

Ought  not  the  names  of  Manby  and  Dennett  to  be  immortalized 
in  the  temple  of  Fame,  for  having  converted  the  mortar  and  rocket 
from  their  destructive  purposes,  to  a  more  humane  field  of  employ- 
ment— the  saving  of  life.  But  compare  the  lot  of  the  civilian  to  him 
in  authority,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  one  was  enriched  with  a 
nation's  bounty,  while  the  other  was  left  to  end  his  days  in  poverty. 
What  became  of  the  Sexton  of  South  Shields,  the  original  inventor 
i  *  'he  Life-boat  ?  As  far  back  as  1789  he  was  found  to  be  among 
1  competitors,  and  his  was  the  only  model  sent  into  the  Committee, 
1  p,  however,  awarded  the  premium  to  Gheathead,  the  boat- 
1  ,rlder,  because  he  suggested  "  a  material  improvement  of  making 
keel  curved  instead  of  straight,"  and  was  therefore  employed  to 
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butid  "  the  first  Life-boat"— yet,  she  had  no  means  of  freeing  lierselF 
of  water,  nor  of  self-righting  in  the  event  of  being  upset.  Never- 
theless she  was  the  medium  of  rendering  great  service  in  saving  life. 
Four  years  previous  to  which  Lukin,  a  coach  builder  in  London,  took 
out  a  patent  for  one;  its  peculiar  features  being  projecting  gunwales, 
side  air  cases  built  into  the  boat,  or  double  sides,  and  air  cases  under 

the  thwarts. 

Although  credit  has  been  given  to  Greathead  as  the  original  inven- 
tor, the  tomb  of  Lionel  Lukin  records  him  to  be  "the  first  who  built  a 
Life-boat,  and  was  the  original  inventor  of  that  principle  of  safety  by 
which  many  lives  and  much  property  have  been  saved  from  shipwreck; 
he  obtained  the  King's  patent  in  1785. 

In  No.  23  of  the  Life  Boat,— a  Journal  of  the  National  Shipwreck 

Institution,  there  is  an  elaborately  written  article,  "  on  the  necessity 

of  a  Standard  for  Ship's  Life-boats."     Why  ship's  boats  should  not 

all  be    converted  into  life-boats  may  be  readily  inferred,  so  long 

as  the   "Act"    is  not   imperative  on  the   Owners  to  provide   the 

safety  valve  by  which  our  seamen  may  be  ensured  of  safety.  The 

Merchant  Seamen's  Act  of  1 854,  professedly  to  have  been  passed  for 

the  benefit  of  such  a  useful  class  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  it  would 

appear,  does  not  value 

u  The  life  of  Poor  Jack," 

inasmuch,  that  if  the  ship  does  not  carry  ten  passengers,  no  life-boat 
is  required  to  be  on  board  the  ship.  The  fact  is  monstrous,  as  if  the 
lives  of  a  ship's  company  were  not  of  equal  value  with  that  of  the 
passengers.  We  trust  that  this  will  yet  be  seen  to,  and  another  ses- 
sion of  Parliament  will  not  pass  over  without  considering  the  subject, 
to  the  end  that  it  may  be  made  a  Government  question. 

No  one  can  read  the  report  of  the  National  Life^Boat  Institution 
without  being  convinced  of  the  great  good  which  it  has  effected,— 
"  That  in  thirty  years  of  its  existence  upwards  of  nine  thousand  lives 
have  been  saved  by  its  means,  and  had  the  necessary  funds  been 
placed  at  its  disposal,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  extent  of  similar 
service  it  might  have  accomplished.  It  is  lamentable  to  find  th  '  in 
the  Committee's  appeal  to  the  public,  that  they  should  have  to  n  et 
that  its  income  is  very  considerably  below  the  amount  requir  to 
carry  out  effectually  its  important  objects,  and  therefore  ean.  ly 
solicit  increased  support".     Most  heartily  do  we  join  in  the  app      — 

"  Whoever  commands  the  tea,  commands  the  trade  and  riches  of  the  *       * 
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Li  the  saving  of  life  the  plans  which  have  been  unusually  resorted 
to  uin  extremis"  may  be  comprised  under  three  heads  :— Manby's 
Mortar,  Dennett's  Rocket  and  Line,  and  the  varied  Life-boats,  each 
in  itself  having  some  peculiar  recommendation. 

But  from  the  many  fatal  results  which  have  occurred  to  the  crews 
of  some  of  the  so-called  life-boats  in  their  attempts  to  reach  the  site 
of  their  labours,  we  find  that  there  are  too  many  instances  on  record 
of  the  sacrifice  of  the  crew  who  went  forth  to  save  their  fellow  crea- 
tures. The  question  which  then  seriously  arises  is — what  may  be 
termed  a  life-boat?  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  the  same  question 
has  already  suggested  itself  in  a  luminous  article  on  that  subject,  to 
the  end  that  "  a  standard  of  perfection  "  should  be  adopted. 

M  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat." 

We  trust  then  that  the  true  merits  of  a  life-boat  will  claim  a  na- 
tion's preference. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  "  Life-Booty9  on  the  necessity  of  a 
Standard  for  Ship's  Life-boats,  the  Editor  states  in  reply  to  the  im- 
portant question  which  will  then  arise, — "  What  description  of  Life- 
boat shall  be  adopted  as  a  standard  ?"  and  he  adds — "  We  know  of 
no  ship's  life-toot  at  present  in  existence  in  this  country  which  pos- 
sesses the  requisite  qualifications,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  Lamb 
and  White* s  (of  Gowes)  and  of  the  collapsible  life-boat,  which  would 
probably  be  too  expensive  for  general  use  in  Merchant  craft,  and 
which,  for  such  use,  have  other  disadvantages.  We  know  of  no  other 
ship's  life-boat  which  we  think  deserving  of  consideration ;  and  we 
consider  the  qualities  of  the  majority  of  them  to  be  a  mere  sham." 
With  such  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  these  two  named  life-boats,  it 
would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  the  public  had  the  Editor  made 
them  acquainted  with  their  disadvantages.  Enough,  that  during  the 
late  gales,  the  success  which  has  again  attended  the  "  Broadstairs 
Life-boat"  in  the  particular  instance  of  the  "  Northern  Belle"  will 
stand  forward  as  another  evidence  of  her  superiority  over  the  so- 
called  Life-boats,  and  the  pleasurable  reminiscences  which  it  must 
^ssarily  create  in  the  minds  of  our  "  cousins"  across  the  Atlantic, 
11  be  "  a  happy  return  of  the  season"  for  the  compliment  they  have 
recently  paid  to  our  government. 

This  circumstance  alone,  were  we  not  acquainted  with  the  antece- 
.  its  of  the  "  Mary  White,"  justifies  us  in  making  particular  refer- 
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ence  to  her,  and  that  description  of  Life-boat.  The  various  scenes 
in  connexion  with  the  gallant  rescue  of  the  crew  of  the  American  ship 
Northern  Belle  have  already  been  sent  forth  to  the  public  through, 
the  Illustrated  papers  of  the  past  week,  and  therefore  we  have  selected 
for  our  engraving  a  fac-simile  of  the  "  Broadstairs  Life-boat"  follow- 
ing our  observations  with  the  narrative  of  the  heroic  conduct  of  the 
crew,  as  presented  through  the  columns  of  the  Times,  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  John  Lang,  a  resident  at  Broadstairs. 

Broadstairs,  Jan  6lh,  1857. 

**  Sir.— I  crave  a  space  in  your  columns  for  the  publication  of  the  follow- 
ing particulars:— On  Monday  the  5th  in st.,  at  3  a  m.,  an  American  ship,  the 
Northern  Belle,  of  1,100  tons,  bound  from  New  York  to  London,  with  a 
general  cargo,  came  to  an  anchor  off  Kingagate,  and  distant  from  the  shore 
about  three*  quarter  s  of  a  mile. 

At  6h.  she  rode  very  heavily,  and  the  sea  at  times  broke  completely  over 
her:  at  6h.  30m.  the  crew  cut  away  the  mizen  and  main  masts.  The  ship 
then  rode  easier ;  but  as  the  day  advanced  the  gale  increased  in  violence,  and 
the  sea  ran  proportionately  high. 

At  8h.  a.m.  it  was  feared  that  the  ship  would  part  from  her  anchors  and 
come  on  shore,  and  a  message  was  despatched  to  Broadstairs  to  that  J  effect. 
The  Broadstairs  boatmen,  who  are  renowned  for  their  alacrity,  immediately 
harnessed  themselves  to  the  truck  on  which  the  life  boat  — the  Mary  White 
— is  always  ready,  and  proceeded  to  drag  it  from  Broadstairs  to  Kingagate, 
a  distance  of  two  miles,  over  a  heavy  and  hilly  country. 

At  9h.  a.m.  the  boat  arrived  at  Kingsgate.  By  this  time  the  news  of  the 
ship's  dangerous  position  was  spread  throughout  the  neighbourhood,  and  by 
1 1  o'clock  the  cliffs  were  crowded  by  persons  of  all  ranks  from  Margate, 
Ramsgate,  and  Broadstairs.    Some  hundreds  of  persons  were  present. 

At  llh.  30m.  the  multitude  assembled  were  destined  to  witness  a  very 
painful  sight : — a  Margate  lugger,  called  the  Victory,  was  hovering  about  the 
ship  in  the  hope  of  rendering  her  some  assistance,  when  a  huge  sea  struck 
her,  and  she  suddenly  disappeared  from  our  sight.  She  and  her  crew  (from  1 2 
to  15  in  number)  went  down,  and  were  no  more  seen.  Another  lugger,  the 
Ocean  of  Margate,  had  at  6h.  put  five  hands  on  board  the  Northern  belle. 

At  noon,  it  was  expected  every  moment  that  the  ship  would  come  on  shore 
upon  the  rocks  beneath  the  cliff;  bnt  she  held  on,  the  crowd  remaining  until 
dark,  anxiously  watching  the  vessel,  despite  the  hail,  sleet,  and  snow  which 
began  to  descend. 

Between  10  and  11  p.m.,  the  ship  parted  with  her  anchors  and  drove  u 
the  rocks.     At  this  hour  it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible  to  launch 
life  boat,  for  the  hail,  sleet,  and  snow  prevented  the  men  from  seeing  any 
ject  whatever";  and  the  spot  whence  it  would  be  necessary  to  put  off  * 
distant  more  than  half  a  mile.    When  day  broke,  at  between  6  and  7  o'clc 
this  morning  (Tuesday),  an  awful  sight  was  revealed  to  those  on  the  cl 
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and  od  the  beach.  With  the  naked  eye  we  could  discern  23  men  laahed  to 
the  rigging  of  the  only  mast  left  standing.  What  these  poor  creatures  must 
have  suffered  during  the  night  the  render  will  readily  imagine. 

At  half- past  7  a.m.  the  life-boat,  the  Mary  White,  was  manned.  Since 
July  1 850  ,when  this  boat  was  presented  to  the  boatmen  of  Broadstairs  by  Mr. 
Thomas  White,  of  Cowes,  she  has  saved  many  lives,  and  her  crew  have  en- 
countered many  dangers;  but  never  has  she  been  engaged  in  a  matter  of  such 
peculiar  peril  as  that  of  this  day.  Wrecks  and  the  saving  of  life  are  such 
common  occurrences  in  this  part  of  the  country  that  an  ordinary  case 
scarcely  creates  any  comment ;  bat  this  was  a  very  extraordinary  case,  and 
it  has  elicited  the  wonder  and  applause  of  the  many  who  witnessed  it. 

Ten  brave  men  pulled  through  a  boiling  surf  and  raging  sea,  which  several 
times  hid  them  from  our  sight,  and  filled  us  with  alarm  for  their  safety. 

When  seven  out  of  the  23  men  upon  the  wreck  had  been  got  into  the  life- 
boat H  was  found  necessary  to  cut  her  adrift  and  disentangle  her  from  the 
ship.  With  these  seven  men  the  boat  returned  to  the  shore  amid  the  cheers 
of  the  many  persons  assembled  on  the  beach. 

A  second  life-boat,  which  had  also  been  wheeled  from  Broadstairs,  to  be 
ready  in  the  event  of  the  firstlife-boat  being  lost,  was  now  launched,  and  went 
off  to  the  wreck.  She  "succeeded  in  bringing  away  fourteen.  The  two 
remaining  were  the  captain  and  the  pilot,*who  had  been  taken  in  at  Dover. 
The  former  declared  that  he  would  rather  die  than  leave  his  vessel,  and  the 
latter  expressed  a  desire  to  remain  and  perish  in  the  old  man's  company, 

After  an  hour  and  a  half  had  elapsed  the  life- boat  for  the  third  time  left 
the   shore  in  order  to  persuade  these  two  men  to  save  their  lives.    After 
much  difficulty,  the  crew  of  the  boat  succeeded  in  inducing  them  to  come  off 
the  rigging  and  go  to  the  land. 

To  describe  the  scene  on  the  beach  when  it  was  known  that  all  hands  had 
been  saved  is  beyond  my  power.  A  more  affecting  scene  was  seldom  wit- 
nessed. There  were  tears  of  gratitude  shed  by  the  Americans,  and  tears  of 
joy  and  of  pride  by  the  Broadstairs  boatmen. 

Benumbed  as  the  shipwrecked  men  were,  they  could  scarcely  partake  of 
the  refreshment  which  was  provided  for  them  in  the  little  warm  parlor  of 
**Tbe  Captain  Digby,'  the  solitary  inn  which  stands  upon  the  cliffs  at  Kings- 
gate. 

There  is  a  little  episode  connected  with  the  saving  of  these  men's  lives 
which  I  am  tempted  to  chronicle : — At  3  p.m.  this  day,  the  Mary  White  was 
dragged  upon  her  truck  by  three  horses  into  Broadstairs.  In  the  boat  sat 
her  gallant  crew.  Tied  to  an  American  oar  was  the  American  standard, 
which  was  so  recently  hoisted  as  a  signal  of  distress.  The  tattered  flag  flut- 
ed over  the  broken  bows  of  the  Mary  White,    It  was  thus  that  the  boat 

ised  through  the  streets  of  Broadstairs,  amidst  the  joyous  shouts  of  the 

ibitaots  of  the  town. 

t  was  not  in  war  that  those  heroes  of  this  day  captured  that  banner  which 
till  waving  over  the  bows  of  the  Mary  White.  That  banner  is  not  an  em- 
n  of  a  bloody  victory.    It  is  the  emblem  of  a  deed  of  daring  worthy  of 
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being  recorded  in  the  largest  type  of  The  Times — a  deed  of  daring  which  the 
Recording  Angel  will  dot  down  without  a  sigh,  or  without  shedding  a  single 
tear  of  sorrow. 

In  your  issue  of  this  day  you  record  the  names  of  thirteen  brave  men  who 
perished  on  the  4th  inst  in  a  life-boat  at  Rhyl,  in  attempting  to  save  the 
crew  of  a  ship.  Would  it  be  too  much  to  ask  of  you  to  record  the  names  of 
the  brave  men  who,  at  the  peril  of  their  own  lives,  were  this  day  engaged  in 
restoring  to  America  the  lives  of  19  of  those  seamen  of  whom  she  is  so  justly 
proud  ? 

Nearly  all  of  them  are  married  men  with  large  families  of  small  children, 
and  there  is  not  a  man  among  them  who  has  not  assisted  in  saving  life,  and 
who  has  not  lost  a  father,  brother,  or  cousin  in  the  same  glorious  cause. 

I  have,  &c, 

John  Laho. 

This  eloquent  letter  instantly  called  forth  substantial  marks  of 
sympathy  for  the  men  who  had  so  nobly  risked  their  lives  in  the  per- 
formances of  this  gallant  and  humane  act.  The  United  States  Con- 
sul has  appealed  to  his  countrymen  to  contribute  to  a  fund  for  their 
benefit,  and  which  we  know  will  be  liberally  responded  to. 

A  letter,  which  we  have  received  from  the  spot,  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  occurrence,  states  "  On  Monday  last  the  5th,  about  8h» 
a.m.,  a  cry  was  raised  that  a  ship,  off  the  North  Foreland,  was  driving 
ashore,  it  was  then  blowing  a  full  gale  from  E.N.E.,  with  a  tremen- 
dous sea  breaking  into  the  harbour  (Broadstairs).  The  two  life-boats 
(built  by  Mr.  White  ef  Cowes,  and  presented  to  our  town,)  accom- 
panied by  their  crews,  were  promptly  drawn  overland  by  horses  to 
the  scene  of  the  wreck,  which  proved  to  be  the  American  ship  North- 
ern Belle.  On  reaching  the  Foreland  every  effort  was  at  once  made 
to  rescue  the  crew,  but  that  was  found  to  be  impossible  owing  to  the 
violence  of  the  gale,  it  blowing  dead  on  the  shore,  and  the  heavy  sea. 
A  lugger  of  Margate  foundered  near  the  wreck,  and  all  hands 
perished.  A  bitter  cold  and  tempestuous  night  closed  upon  the 
doomed  ship  and  her  helpless  and  despairing  crew.  About  lOh.  p.m. 
she  drove  on  shore  and  filled.  When  daylight  returned  her  crew 
were  seen  in  the  fore  rigging,  where  they  had  passed  the  night. 
Another  bold  and  daring  effort  was  made  by  the  two  Life-boats  of 
Broadstairs  to  rescue  them.  The  sea  was  rolling  in  mountair  — 
waves,  and  the  gale  had  increased,  if  possible,  in  violence :  but  . 
Life-boats*  gallant  crews  put  forth  their  strength,  and  with  bra 
hearts  and  strong  arms  strove  to  reach  the  expectant  crew,  but  in  v 
owing  to  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  sea*     At  length  by  means 
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their  canvas  they  sailed  to  and  reached  the  wreck.  Nothing  could 
more  certainly  have  tested  and  proved  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  Life- 
boats, which  were  frequently  and  entirely  buried  by  the  sea.  After 
making  three  perilous  trips,  they  succeeded  in  saving  all  on  board, 
to  the  number  of  24,  including  the  crew  of  18,  and  five  Margate 
boatmen,  who  had  got  on  board,  and  the  pilot.  The  shore  was  lined 
with  spectators,  witnesses  of  this,  as  brave  and  desperate  an  act  as 
ever  has  been  recorded  among  the  many  life-saving  services  rendered 
by  the  crews  of  the  Life-boats  now  mercifully  stationed  around  our 
sea-girt  coast." 

Another  letter  from  an  eye-witness  states:  "We  lost  sight  of 
our  little  Mary  White  twice  coming  in,  but  she  came  rising  on 
the  top  of  the  sea  like  a  bird,  I  can  assure  you  it  was  a  time 
when  no  other  boat  could  live." 

Here  then  we  have  recorded  the  one  thousand  and  one  testi- 
monials of  the  superiority  of  that  class  of  Life-boats  over  others, 
inasmuch  as  to  use  the  grews  own  expression — "we  felt  no  dan- 
ger while  having  such  a  boat  under  us." 

As  everything  in  connexion  with  the  Broadstairs  boat  may  prove 
interesting,  we  have  before  us  many  proofs  of  her  efficiency.  On 
the  first  adventure,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Coast  Guard  relates ; 
"that  on  the  6th  of  March,  1851,  at  5h.  30m.  A.M.,  a  brig  was 
observed  on  the  North  Sand  Head,  it  was  blowing  a  hard  gale 
from  the  North.  The  life-boat  gallantly  put  to  sea  under  full 
sail,  and  finally  reached  the  brig.  No  other  boat,  though  many 
were  on  the  spot  dared  or  could  approach  the  wreck,  over  which 
a  tremendous  sea  was  breaking.  The  life-boat  ranged  up  along- 
side, hove  on  board  the  life-line  with  a  buoy,  which  was  carried  away. 
The  crew,  then,  in  a  seamanlike  manner,  let  go  the  anchor— down 
masts — manned  oars — pulled  alongside,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
into  their  boat  seven  of  the  ten  of  her  crew,  and  would  have  saved  all 
hands,  but,  for  the  disinclination  of  the  master  and  two  others  to 
leave  the  brig,  notwithstanding  George  Castle  and  Solomon  Holbome 
~*  the  life-boat  got  on  board,  and  pressed  them  to  leave,  but  they 

uld  not,  those  two  gallant  heroes,  were  then  obliged  to  jump  over- 

%rd  to  save  their  own  lives  and  swim  to  the  life-boat,  which  was 
i  carried  to  a  distance,  and  down  went  the  brig  Mary  White,  and 

■  master,  Captain  White,  and  two  of  her  crew." 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  this  brig  was  on  her  first 
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voyage,  and  this  was  the  first  trip  of  the  life-boat.  In  consequence 
of  this  incident  her  crew  named  her  the  "  Mary  White/'  a  name 
which  they  may  be  justly  proud  of,  inasmuch  as  it  is  singularly 
appropriate  to  that  of  the  wife  of  the  constructor. 

It  would  be  trespassing  too  much  on  our  columns  were  we  to  give 
seriatim  the  reports  of  the  coast  guard  on  the  efficiency  of  that  class 
of  life-boats — enough  as  to  their  merits :  "  I  have  towed  her  full  of 
water,  running  before  a  sea,  and  have  luffed-to  suddenly,  and  tried 
every  means  to  turn  her  over  but  without  effect.  However,  to  tow 
her  full  of  water  (as  such  an  expression  would  imply,)  you  cannot, 
for  she  always  frees  herself  to  the  thwarts ;  and  with  that  quantity  of 
water  in  her,  she  is  ballasted  and  will  carry  sail  well.  This  principle 
of  life-boat  for  all  practical  purposes  is  superior  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind  I  have  seen,  and  until  practice  shows  me  otherwise,  I  shall  be- 
lieve it  has  the  best  claim,  and  to  be  the  nearest  approach  to  the  im- 
portant desideratum — a  life-boat. — Vide  Report  to  the  Comptroller 
General  on  the  qualities  of  this  Life-boat. 

In  another  report  to  the  same  authority)  "  we  filled  her  with  water 
with  thirteen  hands  in  her,  and  endeavoured  to  capsize  or  roll  her 
over,  but  could  not,  and  had  I  not  have  seen  the  good  qualities  of 
the  boat,  I  could  not  have  supposed  such  a  thing,  and  it  is  my  opinion 
that  were  the  boats  of  the  coast-guard  so  fitted,  they  would  be  very 
safe  in  any  sea." — Extract  from  Letter  of  Commander  ofH.M.  reve- 
nue cutter  Scout. 

Yet  with  all  these  reports  and  testimonials  the  recommendation  is 
suffered  to  rest.  For  we  find  that  in  the  case  of  the  Tyne,  now  on 
Kimmeridge  Ledge,  near  St.  Alban's  Head,  "  The  life-boats  (Lamb 
and  White's)  had  to  do  all  the  work,  and  thanks  to  their  efficiency, 
passengers  and  crew  were  all  got  safe  on  shore,  and  mails  and  specie 
landed  with  little  loss,  but  the  poor  coast-guard  boat  was  swamped 
and  one  poor  man  was  drowned,  which,  thus  far,  we  are  pleased  to 
say  has  been  the  only  casualty;  but  had  the  coast-guard  boat  been  a 
life-boat  this. would  not  have  occurred." 

Here  then  is  another  life  sacrificed  notwithstanding  the  favorable 
report  made  to  head-quarters  on  the  subject.     "  If  the  boats  of  t 
coast-guard  were  so  fitted  they  would  be  safe  in  any  sea."   But  sn 
is  the  fate  that  awaits  the  genius  of  the  civilian,  unless  he  has 
friend  in  power,  and  plenty  of  cash  at  his  command  to  back  hin 
it  would  be  useless  to  contend  against  "  routine." 
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In  justification  of  our  remarks,  and  in  melancholy  contrast  to  the 
aforegoing  pleasing  narrative,  we  have  the  painful  Intelligence  con- 
veyed to  us  through  the  press,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  that  "  as 
the  Point  of  Ayr  life-boat  was  proceeding  to  a  wreck  off  Rhyl  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  inst  (January)  she  capsized.  The  entire  crew, 
thirteen  in  number  (nine  of  whom  were  married  and  have  left  large 
fiunilies)  were  droumed;"  and  in  a  subsequent  paragraph  "  we  are 
assured  by  a  competent  authority  that  the  whole  of  the  life-boats  of 
the  Liverpool  Dock  trustees  are  of  a  very  imperfect  description,  and 
are  only  partially  fitted  as  life-boats ;  in  fact,  that  they  are  in  every 
respect  inferior  to  the  improved  class  of  life-boats  which  are  now 
being  placed  on  the  coast.'*  It  may,  however,  be  some  consolation 
to  the  bereaved  widows  and  orphans  to  know  that  the  public  have 
manifested  sympathy  for  their  losses,  and  to  lessen  the  pangs  of  grief 
have  swelled  the  subscription  list  to  upwards  of  £2,700,  a  sum  which 
with  a  little  forethought  might  have  obtained  some  two  or  three  dozen 
boats  similar  to  the  Mary  White,  and  been  the  means  of  averting 
such  a  melancholy  calamity. 

We  have  in  our  "  Wandering  Notes"  been  induced,  rather  largely 
to  embody  in  this  Article,  many  passing  observations  in  connexion 
with  our  subject,  in  the  hope  that  our  feeble  pen  will  assist  in  the 
several  appeals  made  to  obtain  the  most  approved  plan  to  be  adopted 
as  the  Standard  of  perfection.      And  if  it  be  thought  that  we  have 
dilated  more  on  the  utility  of  one  plan  than  another,  the  affair  of  the 
Broadstairs  boat  in  connexion  with  the  Northern  Belle  is  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  us  in  saying  that  the  merits  of  the  Life-boat 
by  which  the  rescue  was  accomplished  ought  not  to  be  passed  hastily 
over.     Again  if  we  refer  to  the  report  of  the  recent  loss  of  the  Tay 
Royal  Mail  Steamer,  we  shall  find  that  the  same  class  of  life-boat, 
(Iiamb  and  White's)  was,  under  Providence,  the  sole  means  of  saving 
the  lives  of  the  crew  and  her  passengers.     It  appears  from  the  letter 
of  her  commander  that  the  Tay  was  provided  with  two  of  those  life- 
boats of  the  medium  size,  in  addition  to  five  others  not  life-boats. 
After  the  ship  struck,  one  of  the  life-boats  was  sent  away  with  the 
ails  and  passengers  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Tampico,  but 
er  pulling  for  36  hours  against  a  strong  current,  and  the  crew 
coming  exhausted  for  want  of  fresh  water,  it  was  decided  to  beach 
e  boat;  this  was  a  dreadful  alternative,  as  the  surf  was  breaking 
riously  for  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  land,  and  on  the  beach 
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with  terrific  violence;  but  thabks  to  the  buoyancy  and  beautiful 
formation  of  the  boat,  she  was  u  beached*'  with  perfect  safety,  indeed 
scarcely  a  drop  of  water  was  shipped,  and  after  the  swell  abated,  she 
was  relaunched  and  brought  to  Tampico  with  but  little  damage. 
That  lifo-boat  did  all  the  work,  with  a  crew  of  10  men,  she  laid  out 
a  12  cwt.  kedge  with  a  9-inch  hawser  attached,  and  a  10  cwt.  kedge 
with  a  similar  sized  hawser,  and  when  none  of  the  other  boats  could 
approach  the  ship."  Moreover,  the  captain  adds :  "  that  I  feel  cer- 
tain without  such  a  boat  there  would  have  been  but  few  of  us  left  to 
tell  the  sad  tale."  But  no  sooner  was  that  account  received  than  we 
have  one  from  Lord  Colville,  the  owner  of  the  B.Y.8.  yacht  Sultana, 
in  his  recent  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  in  which  he  states  that, 
"  We  have  lost  the  life-boat  that  you  built  for  me  a  few  months  ago, 
but  in  losing  her  she  was  the  means  of  saving  a  man's  life,  who 
under  any  other  circumstances  must  have  been  drowned.  On  the 
night  of  the  21st  instant,  when  on  our  passage  from  Algiers  to  Malta 
we  experienced  very  heavy  weather,  the  Sultana  was  struck  by  a 
sea  that  came  in  over  the  bows,  the  gig  was  secured  very  strongly  to 
the  deck,  lashed  to  ringbolts,  but  the  sea  forced  her  up  and  over 
the  side,  carrying  away  our  starboard  bulwarks  and  rail,  and  at  the 
same  time  washed  overboard  Edwin  Warden,  one  of  the  crew.  It 
was  pitch  dark,  and  the  man  could  not  swim,  but  in  rising  to  the 
surface  he  found  himself  alongside  the  gig  and  got  into  her.  After 
an  hour  day  broke,  and  providentially  we  saw  the  boat  and  the  man 
in  her,  and  after  considerable  while,  we  got  him  on  board  having 
been  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  boat :  of  course  she  was  full  of  water. 
The  starboard  quarter  and  air  tank  were  stove  in,  but  she  floated  by 
the  port  tank,  which  was  uninjured,  although  she  was  full  of  provi- 
sions, oars,  and  all  sorts  of  odds  and  ends,  including  a  heavy  boat's 
davit.  Had  it  been  any  other  than  a  life-boat  the  man  must  have 
been  drowned,  I  am  sorry  we  could  not  save  the  boat,  it  was  blowing 
too  hard,  and  a  very  high  sea  running.  *  *  *  You 
may  depend  upon  it  I  will  never  sail  from  Oowes  again  without  get- 
ting you  to  build  me  one  similar  to  her." 

Here  we  have  another  instance  of  one  side  of  the  life-boat  ha\ 
been  stove  to  pieces,  yet  her  qualities  were  preserved.     A  simi 
instance  occurred  with  the  Broadstairs  boat,  on  that  occasion,  wl 
rescuing  a  crew  from  a  wreck  on  the  Goodwin,  she  was  stove  in, 
the  other  half  of  her  became  equally  a  life-boat.     In  the  Sun 
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November  JOth,  1855,  there  is  a  lengthened  notice  on  the  Broadstairs 
Life-boat,  from  which  we  are  only  enabled  to  extract  a  portion  which 
is  worthy  of  note.  "  That  within  36  hours  from  the  builder's  hands 
she  reached  the  haven  of  her  future  adventures,  and  was  the  means 
of  rescuing  eight  persons  from  the  brig  Hope,  of  Portsmouth,  from 
the  dangers  which  seemed  to  await  them,  either  to  be  engulphed  in 
the  breakers,  or  to  perish  in  the  flames  which  shortly  after  their 
rescue  destroyed  their  vessel." 

This  circumstance  attracted  the  attention  of  the  harbour -master 
st  Kamsgate,  in  which  the  Prize  boat  is  stationed,  and  who  appears 
to  have  issued  an  Appeal  to  "  the  Boatmen  of  the  Downs,"  in  nearly 
the  following  words : — "  Have  you  seen  the  Broadstairs  Lugger?" — 
"  Why  should  not  the  Luggers  employed  on  salvage  services  be  as  she 
is,  more  or  less,  Life  Boats?"  An  appeal  to  the  owners  was  thereon 
made  to  appropriate  only  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  all  salvage 
money  received,  and  draw  a  lot  for  the  luggers  in  turn  to  be  con- 
Terted  by  Life-boat  fittings.  This  had  reference  to  the  Dread- 
nought— a  lugger  built  on  the  lines  of  the  Deal  boats,  but  with 
Life-boat  fittings.  The  humane  appeal  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
responded  to,  or  we  should  not  have  to  lament  that  a  Margate  lugger 
in  attempting  to  render  assistance  to  the  Northern  Belle  shipped  a 
sea,  and  down  she  went  with  her  crew  ?  Had  this  lugger  been  pro- 
vided with  a  small  Life-boat  as  in  the  case  of  the  Dreadnought,  we 
should  not  have  been  pained  with  that  melancholy  disaster. 

In  laying  before  our  Nautical  readers  the  foregoing  notes  of  the 
life-boat,  we  trust  that  the  subject  and  importance  thereof  may  induce 
those  in  power  to  give  the  same  their  serious  attention,  and  that  it 
should  be  a  sine  qua  nan  that  the  boats  of  all  sea-going  vessels'should 
be  Life-boats  after  an  adopted  plan,  and  so  provide  for  the  Sailor  as 
the  Act  provides  for  the  Passenger :  the  life  of  the  one  being  equally 
as  valuable  as  the  other. 
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The  fault  of  all  Treatises  on  Naval  Architecture  is,  that  they  are   too 
learned  to  be  practically  useful .     They  require  as  much  mathematics  to 
understand,  as  would  enable  a  man  to  go  through  Newtou's  Principia. 
Nobody  with  a  less  knowledge  of  fluxions  than  would  enable  a  man  to 
rank  as  a  Senior  Wrangler  has  a  chance  of  catching  a  glimpse  of  the 
authors'  meaning.  Their  pages  covered  wiih  algebraical  equations  of  the 
abstruse  kiud  are  equally  offensive  to  the  eye,  and  unintelligible  to  the 
mind  of  the  general  reader.     On  the  same  absurd  principle  which  lead* 
medical  men  still  to  write  their  prescriptions  in  barbarous  Latin  and 
hieroglyphics,  which  nobody  but  themselves  (except  sometimes,  and  that 
rarely,  the  apothecary's  apprentice,)  can  understand,   the  writers    on 
maritime  construction  have  sought  to  involve  their  art  in  mystery,  and 
so  keep  the  profane  vulgar  from  prying  into  the  secrets.     We  trust  this 
absurd  humbug  is  coming  to  an  end,  and  we  hail  Mr.  Marett's  excellent 
work  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction.     Yet  even  he  is  scientific  over- 
much.    We  had  ourselves  assisted  (we  use  this  phrase  in  the  French 
sense,) when  6ome  of  the  fastest  yachts  now  afloat  have  been  designed, 
and  although  they  were  not  constructed  on  the  wave  lines  of  Mr.  Scott 
Russell,  the  dividing  lines  of  Lord  Robert  Montague,  the  parabolic  lines 
of  Mr.  Chapman,  or  the  cycloidal  lines  of  Mr.  Anybody  else,  these  ves- 
sels have  achieved,  and  are  still  likely  to  achieve  greater  triumphs  than 
any  craft  yet  bu»lt  in  conformity  with  any  of  the  foregoing  learned  and 
ingenious  theories.     The  designer  of  the  able  and  eminently  successful 
craft  to  which  we  have  alluded  knows  as  much  about  ordinate*,  co-ordi- 
nates, abscissa,  or  other  jargon  connected  with  conio  sections,  or  the 
other  trancendental  curves  above  mentioned,  as  he  does  about  the  wheels 
of  the  Prophet  Ezekial.     He  trusts  to  his  great  experience,  and  his 
correct  eye,  makes  his  model,  constrasts  it  carefully  with  other  success- 
ful models,  thinks  over  the  midship  section,  meditates  about  the  form  of 
the  entrance,  and  dreams  over  the  fullness  or  finenes  of  the  lines  of  the 
delivery;  keeps  his  model  always  by  him,  during  the  process  of  incu- 
bation, as  it  may  be  fitly  called.     In  his  workshop,  in  his  house,  it  is 
always  present  with  him,  he  lives^with  it,  he  eats  with  it;  it  is  his  com- 
panion and  his  friend,  for  weeks  before  it  attains  that  perfection  of  shi 
which  he  knows  by  intuition  will  gain  him  new  triumphs  in  the  race 
fame;  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  it  is  reduced  to  paper. 

•  Yachts  aud  Yacht  Building,  by  P.  R.  Marett,  Esq.— Hunt,  6,  New  Choi 
Street,  Edgware  Road,  N.W.,  London. 
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There  k  no  royal  road  to  success  as  an  architect,  a  painter,  or  a 
sculptor.  Books  have  been  written  to  prove,  (and  for  what  foolish  pur- 
poses have  not  books  been  written?)  that  success  in  all  these  branches 
of  high  art  is  to  be  secured  by  following  certain  geometrical  proportions 
which  infallibly  lead  to  grace  and  beauty.  Like  the  alchymists  of  old, 
the  authors  of  these  books  describe  how  a  thing  is  to  be  done,  bnt  the 
gold  of  the  one,  and  the  buildings,  pictures,  and  statues  of  the  others  are 
equally  wanting*  So  with  our  mathematical  yacht  builders,  the  rules 
are  given,  but  where  are  the  clippers? 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Marett's  rules  and  calculations  (all 
very  distinctly  enunciated)  would  not  enable  an  amateur  draftsman  who 
had  arithmetic  and  algebra  enough  to  master  them  to  produce  a  much 
more  creditable  vessel  than  he  would  without  them,  and  to  any  yachts- 
man having  time  and  a  turn  that  way  we  strongly  recommend  this 
modest  and  unassuming,  yet  able  work.  But  we  would  advise  our  friend 
sfter  he  has  mastered  Mr.  Marett's  work  not  to  rush  to  the  building 
yard,  let  him  confine  himself  to  paper.  The  sheer,  half  breadth,  and 
body  plans  will  not  cost  him  much;  but  parabolic  curves  reduced  to  wood 
and  copper  are  expensive  ^experiments  in  applied  mathematics,  as  some 
of  our  friends  have  known  to  their  cost 

To  prove  to  our  readers  in  what  a  pleasant  way  Mr.  Marett  discusses 
yachting  matters  we  would  quote  a  passage  from  his  chapter  on  Measure- 
ment, where  he  gives  a  very  correct  description  of  the  gradual  alteration 
late  years  have  produced  on  the  form  of  racing  yachts.  Whilst  quite 
agreeing  with  what  he  says  in  praise  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Wanhill  to 
yacht  building,  we' think  he  hardly  does  the  Poole  yachts  justice  when 
be  says  there  is  in  them  "  comparatively  little  room  below  for  the  owner." 
80  far  from  this  being  the  case,  their  depth  gives  them  great  advantage 
in  this  respect;  and  for  her  size  we  have  rarely  been  on  board  a  more 
commodious  vessel  than  the  Heroine.  As  to  their  performances  at  sea, 
which  he  also  seems  inclined  to  disparage,  the  feats  of  the  little  Pet 
speak  trumpet-tongued  in  their  favour. 

"  For  many  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron 
yachtsmen  seem  to  have  been  afraid  of  anything  new,  and  to  have  deferred 
to  the  notions  of  sea-going  and  '  experienced '  men.  The  full  bow  and  fine 
ran  were  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  fastest  yachts  of  each  class,  and 
i  yugh  improvements  of  form  were  gradually  effected,  yet  the  '  cod's  head 
t  .  mackerel's  tail '  was  the  only  admired  construction.  From  experience 
i  is  found  that  such  vessels  measured  by  any  standard  were  deficient  in 
1  ly  every  essential  for  speed.  The  hull  above  water  was  ponderous  and 
]  ie,  thus  rendering  the  vessel  crank,  and  exposing  a  large  surface  to  the 
1    uL    At  sea  the  full  bow  is  very  detrimental  to  speed,  each  successive 
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wave  nearly  stopping  and  frequently  striking  the  ball  with  dangerous  violence. 
The  only  thing  to  be  said  in  favor  of  this  form  is  that  vessels  so  constructed 
are  comparatively  dry,  but  this  dryness  is  invariably  purchased  at  the  cost; 
of  velocity,  as  a  vessel  moving  slowly  can  hardly  be  expected  to  throw  the 
water  over  herself.  These  vessels  had  a  midship  section  more  resembling 
that  of  the  America  than  of  the  narrow  clippers  which  succeeded  them :  the 
greatest  width  was  considerably  above  the  water  line;  the  stern-post  was  up- 
right, or  neaily  so,  and  the  deck  very  round  forward.  On  a  modification  of 
this  type  the  Arrow  and  Alarm  were  built,  and  tbe  very  decided  improvement 
effected  in  both  these  yachts  by  being  lengthened  forward  affords  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  march  of  improvement  in  the  form  of  feat  vessels  made  latterly. 
The  Alarm  for  many  years  was  looked  upon  as  the  champion  yacht,  until  a 
new  class  of  vessels  constructed  upon  diametrically  opposite  principles  ap- 
peared; and  the  fact  of  the  Heroine  of  thirty -five  tons  beating  the  Alarm  in 
a  race  at  Cowes,  drew  general  attention  to  the  yachts  built  by  Mr.  Wanhill, 
of  Poole. 

"  To  Mr.  Wanhill  must  be  awarded  the  praise  of  origiuality.  He  saw  the 
errors  of  the  match-sailing  system,  and  profited  by  them.  It  is  unfair  to 
place  the  vessels  built  by  him  ten  years  ago  in  comparison  with  those  now 
built ;  but  they  stand  out  in  strong  relief  from  those  that  immediately  pre* 
ceded  him.  In  fact,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  the  introduction  of  the 
Poole  vessels  made  a  far  greater  stride  towards  an  improvement  in  speed  than 
waa  made  by  the  America.  Immediately  upon  their  appearance  a  revolution 
was  effected  in  the  form  of  every  yacht  intended  for  racing,  and  spread 
itself  insiduously  into  nearly  all  classes  of  yachts.  Mr.  Wanhill  was  the  first 
builder  who  had  the  courage  to  build  vessels  much  sharper  at  each  extremity 
that  any  then  existing ;  and,  knowing  well  that  speed  depends  in  a  great 
measure  on  size,  he  raked  the  stern-post,  and  increased  the  depth,  thereby 
obtaining  a  larger  vessel  without  increase  of  tonnage,  according  to  the  old 
law ;  and  seeing  that  breadth  was  the  principal  element  in  the  tonnage,  he 
decreased  the  breadth ;  at  the  same  time,  by  increasing  the  depth,  and  em- 
ploying lead  tor  ballast,  he  both  lowered  tbe  centre  of  gravity,  and  increased 
the  capacity  for  ballast,  thu&  enabling  hi*  vessels  with  small  hull  to  carry  a 
large  area  of  sail. 

"  The  chief  characteristics  of  the  Poole  vessel  were  then  the  raking  stern- 
post,  great  fineness  of  the  water-lines  at  both  extremities,  great  draught  of 
water,  a  reduction  of  breadth,  lead  ballast,  and  enormous  sails.    Although 
the  object  of  speed  was  attained  by  these  means,  it  was  met  by  serious  coun- 
terbalancing evils :  there  is  little  comfort  at   sea  in  such  vessels,  the  great 
weight  of  ballast  makes  them  plunge  heavily,  they  are  wet,  require  a  nume- 
rous crew  to  work  the  sails ;  and  there  is  comparatively  little  room  bel 
for  the  owner.    However,  where  speed  was  the  object  these  vessels  fbu 
particular  tavoar,  and  many  yacht  builders,  following  in  Mr.  WanhilTs  waf 
designed  vessels  on  similar  principles,  if  not  with  similar  success. 

"  On  this  system  our  clippers  were  constructed  until  the  arrival  of  t 
America  made  a  third  era  in  yacht  building.    She  differed  from  the  Poo 
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vessel  in  every  respect  excepting  tbe  large  sails ;  she  bad  little  ballast,  was 
rather  shallow  than  otherwise,  had  an  upright  stern-post,  great  breadth, 
remarkably  sharp  water-lines,  and  her  main  breadth  was  much  further  aft 
than  was  then  general.  This  gave  her  a  great  advantage  at  sea,  as  from 
her  small  displacement,  she  was  not  only  lively,  but  affected  by  the  action 
of  the  waves  less  than  a  vessel  with  a  fuller  bow  and  greater  weight. 
Bat  it  was  not  only  at  sea  that  the  America  was  remarkable ;  she  gave 
convincing  proof  of  her  speed  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  hence 
arose  an  almost  superstitious  admiration  for  anything  American  applied  to 
yachting.  That  the  America  was  a  vast  improvement  on  our  yachts  in  many 
respects,  no  one  will  deny,  but  she  has  generally  been  measured  by  one 
standard  and  admired  by  another.  The  idol  has  been  admired  for  her  speed 
as  compared  with  our  schooners,  and  measured  for  her  accommodation  as 
compared  with  our  clippers ;  or  rather  in  admiring  the  talent  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  designing  their  craft,  we  have  forgotten  to  blame  ourselves  for  placing 
a  barrier  against  improvement  in  the  construction  of  large  yachts.  With 
oar  miserable  tonnage  laws,  we  could  never  hope  to  compete  with  the  un- 
trammelled American ;  our  fastest  vessels  were  such  small  cutters  as  were 
able  to  avail  themselves  of  a  shuffling  evasion  of  tonnage.  Applied  to  larger 
craft  this  evasion  was  inadmissable,  hence  little  or  no  improvement  is  to  be 
traced  in  the  construction  of  large  class  yachts  for  many  years  prior  to  1651. 
However  the  America  set  our  builders  to  work,  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen 
bat  long  bows,  or  lengthened  bows.  In  many  instances  this  has  been  carried 
to  an  absurd  extent,  proving  how  little  science  has  been  brought  to  assist  the 
naval  architect.  The  success  of  the  America  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  far 
more  intricate  combination  of  qualites  than  those,  who  see  nothing  remark- 
able about  her  except  the  sharp  water  lines,  imagine.  She  had  evidently 
been  constructed  with  great  care,  her  centres  of  gravity,  were  well  adjusted, 
the  sails  balanced  with  considerable  skill,  and  what  was  probably  of  still  more 
importance  she  had  an  excellent  crew.  In  the  majority  of  those  yachts  built 
in  England  since  1851,  the  America  has  been  adopted  as  a  model,  but  instead 
of  analysing  the  elements  of  that  vessel  before  attempting  to  copy  her,  our 
builders  have  dashed  blindly  at  the  long  bow,  and  omitted  every  other  part 
of  the  original;  yet  the  builders  are  not  altogether  to  blame,  they  have  to 
supply  vessels  built  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  taste,  and  thus,  in 
many  instances,  yachts  were  constructed  which  differed  materially  from  what 
tbe  better  judgment  of  the  builder  suggested.** 

We  also  highly  approve  of  what  Mr.  Marett's  says  at  page  79,  as  to 

the  measurement  of  tonnage  for  racing  purposes  by  the  area  of  the  sails. 

are  not  quite  sure  but  the  dimensions  of  the  spars  might  afford 

i     Ay  as  good  a  basis  for  ascertaining  the  actual  power  of  a  vessel.  Few 

,ht  owners  will  carry  sticks  they  have  not  cloth  to  cover,  and  spars 

i    ■  more  easily  measured  than  sails,  and  do  not  afford  the  same  ground 

i     squabbling  and  disputing.     There  may  be  many  objections  to  this 
"x  2.— -VOL.  VI.  k 
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mode  of  measurement,  we  merely  throw  it  out  at  a  hint  and  have  not 
bestowed  much  thought  on  the  matter. 

Our  author  seems  to  incline  to  an  opinion  which  has  long  been  our 
own,  that  the  length  and  sharpness  of  bow  has  in  many  cases  been  over- 
done, and  that  a  most  dangerous  and  useless  class  of  Teasels  has  been 
the  result     For  seagoing  purposes  these  craft  are  utterly  useless.     We 
have  in  our  eye,  a  schooner  of  some  150  tons,  beautiful  to  look  at,  swift 
as  an  arrow  in  smooth  water,  and  the  favorite  production  of  an  eminent 
builder,  which  was  lately  obliged  to  seek  shelter,  when  a  little  old 
fashioned  schooner  of  40  tons  kept  the  sea  and  made  her  passage.    This 
attenuated  craft  shipped  water  in  tons,  had  her  men  washed  down  the 
(ore  hatch,  and  when  brought  to  the  wind  would  not  lie  to.     If  yon 
hauled  her  sheets  taut  she  gathered  stern  way,  if  you  give  her  sheet  she 
forereached  like  a  race  horse. 

In  conclusion  we  would  call  our  readers'  attention  to  the  admirable 

and  interesting  drafts  of  famous  yachts  attached  to  Mr.  Marett's  work: 

the  fact  of  so  many  different  designs  being  brought  into  immediate 

juxta-position  enables  a  comparison  to  be  easily  made,  and  adds  much 

to  the  interest.     The  execution  of  these  diagrams  stands  in  no  need  of 

the  apology  Mr.  Marett  makes  as  the  artist. 

J.  A.  L. 


EFFECTS  OF  OIL  IN  BECALMING  A  HEAVY  SEA. 


BT  TOM  TUG. 


Most  of  the  readers  of  Hunts  Yachting  Magazine  have,  I  doubt  not, 
heard  or  read  of  the  effect  of  oil  poured  on  the  "  troubled  waters  "  in 
producing  a  temporary  calm,  but  like  myself,  few,  I  imagine,  have 
met  with  so  striking  a  case  of  its  effects  as  the  following;  as  related  to 
me  by  the  first  engineer  of  a  steam  vessel  (whom  I  have  known  for 
many  years,)  and  corroborated  by  others  of  the  crew. 

At  6h.  80m.  a.m.#  November  9th,  1856,  the  screw  steamer  "William 
Beckett,"  of  Goole,  800  tons  burthen,  left  Copenhagen  very  deeply  laden 
with  corn,  principally  in  bulk:  when  off  the  Skaw,  the  evening  oft 
same  day,  she  experienced  very  heavy  weather,  and  began  to  take  t 
large  quantities  of  water,  which  gradually  increased  till  2h.  a.m.  on  I  i 
lith,  when  the  water  extinguished  the  fires,  and  the  engines  eer    V 
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Every  exertion  to  keep  her  afloat  was  used  till  9b.  a. m.  on  the  12th, 
when  a  Danish  schooner  was  descried  laying  to,  about  eight  miles  to 
leeward,  and  the  boats  were  ordered  to  be  got  in  readiness. 

The  master  had  learned  the  effect  caused  by  oil  in  producing  smooth 
water,  (which  he  had  previously  mentioned  to  the  first  engineer,)  in  the 
following  manner:— an  old  fisherman  had  told  him  that  when  running 
before  a  heavy  sea,  he  had  made  a  practice  of  towing  a  loose  bag  or  net 
filled  with  fish  bones,  skin,  and  other  greasy  garbage,  which  had  a  con- 
siderable effect  in  becalming  a  following  sea.  Where  the  old  man  got 
b  idea  from  I  was  not  informed,  and  it  would  be  interesting  if  any  of 
the  correspondents  of  the  Magazine  could  meet  with  and  point  out  any 
similar  instance. 

Acting  upon  this  suggestion  the  master  ordered  the  long  boat  and  the 
fife-boat,  to  be  each  provided  with  a  five-gallon  can  filled  with  oil,  and 
at  a  quarter-past  9h.  a.ni.  the  boats  were  lauuched  with  a  very  heavy  sea 
running:  the  long  boat  containing  the  master  and  eight  men,  and  the 
life-boat,  the  mate  and  four  men,  making  up  the  complement  of  the  crew 
of  fourteen  hands. 

On  board  the  long  boat  the  master  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for  the 
tavy  following  seas,  the  engineer  being  furnished  with  the  oil  bottle, 
rod  whenever  an  "  extra  "  sea  within  20  yards  of  the  boat  threatened 
to  swamp  her,  the  master  sang  out  to  the  engineer,  who  "  bobbled  " 
out  from  a  gill  to  a  gill  and  a  half  of  oil,  when  immediately  the  wave 
"  leemed  to  divide  and  fall  off  on  each  side." 

When  the  steamer  sunk,  and  went  down  stern  first,  about  five  minutes 
•fter  the  crew  had  quitted,  attention  was  naturally  directed  to  her,  and 
the  oil  was  for  a  few  seconds  neglected,  the  boat  was  nearly  swamped; 
bang  the  only  sea  they  shipped  in  her  run  (pulled  before  the  wind)  to 
toe  schooner,  which  she  reached  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  having 
*ffl  a  little  oil  left. 

Id  the  life  boat  the  mate  reported  similar  results,  but  as  on  board  of 
"**  they  had  not  been  equally  careful  in  the  use  of  their  oil,  it  was  all 
^pen/led  a  short  time  before  they  reached  the  schooner,  and  some  of  the 
eft*  in  her,  had  already  conceived  such  a  high  opinion  of  the  use  of  the 
°"« that  they  almost  gave  themseles  up  as  lost,  and  called  to  the  other 
tat  for  a  supply,  which  however  was  not  to  be  had. 

len  the  poor  fellows  boarded  the  schooner  she  was  about  200  miles 
•  i  of  the  Skaw,  and  after  beating  about  in  the  North  Sea  for  seven 
d      "hey  were  safely  landed  at  Cuxhaven. 
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MY  CRADLE  BOAT. 


BT  TOMMT  BLUFFBOW. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

The  case,  Murray  v  Listwell,  haying  been  called  on,  the  Learned 
Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  proceeded  to  open  the  case. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury/9  said  Sergeant  Spout,  '*  the  plaintiff  in  this 
case  is  the  daughter  of  a  poor  widower  fisherman  ;  whose  entire  hope  in 
this  world  is  enwrapped  in  that  of  his  only  daughter.     Without  her,  his 
home  would  Be  cheerless,  lonely,  and  devoid  of  comfort ;  the  plaintiff  by 
her  cheerful  manners,  lively  disposition,  and  tender  care  for  her  father, 
has  been  the  life,  the  light,  and  sunbeam  of  their  homely  cottage,  and 
it  will  be  no  difficult  to  task  to  prove  to  you,  that  the  plaintiff's  life  has 
hitherto  been  one  of  innocence,   unsullied   reputation,   irreproachable 
conduct,  and  untainted  virtue.     Therefore  the  libel  which  is  the  subject 
of  this  action,  is  most  cruel,  wicked,  and  unfounded.     I  shall  be  enabled 
to  prove  to  you  by  undoubted  testimony,  that  this  libel  has  been  invented 
and  published  I  regret  to  say  by  a  Lady,  who  occupies  a  distinguished 
position  in  society— -Miss  Lucy  Listwell,  the  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  the  late  Sir  Roland  Listwell  of  Wrangold  Park,  in  this  county.    The 
action  is  therefore  the  more  painful  to  all  parties,  concerned,  but  not 
the  less  excusable  on  that  account     It  is  only  surprising  how  such 
a  lady  should  so  far  have  forgotten  herself  as  to  have  stooped   to 
listen  to  the  tittle-tattle  of  her  servants  ;  and  then  fan  the  flame  of  that 
tattle  to  a  cruel  and  malicious  scandal.     Gentlemen,  I  shall  be  enabled 
to  prove  to  you  by  evidence  uncontradictory,  that  the  originator  of  this 
libel  is  no  other  than  this  Lucy  Listwell.     In  so  doing  I  shall  bring 
before  you  witnesses  on  whom  you  may  rely,  and  amongst  them  a  gen- 
tleman  from  the  native  village  of  the  plaintiff !  who  being  unfortunately 
a  bachelor,  and  having  with  kind  and  charitable  motives  befriended  this 
poor  girl  from  her  cradle:  his  kindness  has  been  mistaken  and  cruelly 
slandered  by  the  defendent,  as  done  through  interested  motives  of  a  be  *«*- 
sort.     I  would  therefore  warn  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  pay  \ 
ticular  attention  throughout  this  case  to  the  real  intention  of  the  witt 
Mr.  Bluff  bow,  in  extending  the  hand  of  kindness  towards  this  poor  g 
and  not  mistake  his  acts  of  charity  for  anything  else.     The  plain 
Gentlemen,  although  a  cottage  girl,  has  a  noble  mind,  is  of  amiable  < 
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position,  and  unblemished  character,  gave  this  scandal.     She  had  won 
by  such,  and  by  her  fair  and  beautiful  face,  the  heart  of  a  worthy,  honest 
and  respectable  sailor,  and  was  about  to  be  shortly  married  to  him,  when 
this  scandal  reached  his  ears;  he  then  immediately  withdrew  his  atten- 
tion*, broke  off  the  engagement,  and  left  the  disconsolate  girl  to  weep 
in  snrrrow  for  her  loss  and  disappointment,  her  hopes  of  marriage  for  ever 
blighted  :  and  if  such  scandal  be  not  proved  false,  her  character  for  ever 
gone.      The  case  is  one  of  extreme  hardship  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  her  aged  father  :  the  only  mystery  about  it  is,  what  on  earth  could 
have  induced  the  defendent  to  circulate  so  calumniating  and  libellous  a 
report  about  a  poor  girl,  a  native  of  her  own  village.     Was  it  because 
the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  abundant  charms  of  beauty,  and  had  many 
admirers,  although  no  wealth  ;  whilst  on  the  contrary,  the  defendent  had 
wealthy  horses,  carriages,  and  servants  at  her  command  ;  but  could  boast 
of  neither  beauty  nor  admirers?      Was  this  any  pretext  for  the  scandal? 
What  other  motive  this  wealthy  maiden  lady  could  have  had  in  circula- 
ting so  scurrilous  a  report,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive.     But,  Gentlemen, 
it  neither  behoves  you  nor  me  to  look  at  the  motive  of  the  defendent,  we 
most  look  at  her  actions,  her  words  and  deeds  :  and  if  you  are  satisfied 
in  your  own  minds  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  such  reports  as  she 
has  raised  ;  and  that  they  originated  with  the  defendant,  it  is  your  duty 
to  look  at  the  losses  sustained  by  the  defendant ;  not  only  those  of  a 
husband  on  whom  she  doated :  but  at  the  life  of  disappointment  and 
clouded  unhappiness  before  her,  on  the  temporary  loss  of  her  character, 
the  pain  inflicted  in  the  breast  of  her  aged  father  :  and,  though  last  not 
feast,  you  must  look  at  the  exalted  position  of  her  accuser,  and  visit  her 
with  the  only  punishment  in  the  power  of  the  law-— that  of  awarding 
liberal  and  remunerative  damages." 

The  learned  Sergeant  then  proceeded  to  detail  the  evidence  he  pro- 
posed bringing  before  the  Jury  :  and  at  the  close  of  his  address,  which 
occupied  two  hours,  he  proceeded  to  call  the  witnesses. 

The  plaintiff  was  first  called,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  her  examination 
by  the  Counselfor  the  plaintiff,  was  submitted  to  a  severe  cross-exami- 
nation by  defendant's  Counsel,  Sergeant  Snarl. 

"  Do  you  remember  visiting  Mr.  Bluffbow  in  man's  attire  ?  that  is  to 
—  in  trowsers  and  jacket?  n 
I  did  so  on  one  occasion. " 
Never  but  once?'' 
I  think  twice.'9 

Ton  think  twice.     Now  just  think  again,  and  try  if  you  cannot 
ismber  going  three  times." 
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"  I  may  have  gone  three  times,  bat  certainly  not  more.'9 

"  Now  just  think  again  will  yon?  I  do  not  wish  to  hurry  yon.  Bat 
on  your  oath  have  you  not  visited  Mr.  Bluffbow  four  times  in  that 
pretty  jacket  and  trowsers?  " 

"  On  my  oath  I  never  have." 

"  Bat  did  yoa  never  visit  any  other  person  besides  Mr.  Bluffbow  in 
that  attire?  " 

"  Never!  " 

"  And  how  long  used  you  to  stay  with  Mr.  Blaffbowawhen  "you Vent 
to  his  house?  " 

"  Sometimes  but  a  few  minutes." 

"  And  sometimes  longer  I  suppose?" 

"  Never  very  long." 

"  What  do  you  call  long?" 

"  I  mean  that  I  never  staid  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  twenty 
minutes  at  any  time." 

"  At  what  time  in  the  evening  used  you  to  go  to  Mr.  Bluffbow's?  " 

"  When  I  have  been  in  the  evening  it  has  generally  been  about 
seven  o'clock." 

Sergeant  Snarl  having  concluded  his  cross-examination,  Sergeant 
Spout  asked  the  plaintiff  "  What  was  her  object  in  going  to  Mr.  Bluff- 
bow's  in  disguise?  " 

"  I  went  on  the  first  occasion  at  a  time  when  my  father  was  in  trou- 
ble; and  being  very  anxious  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bluffbow 
which  I  thought  would  be  denied  me  if  it  were  known  who  I  was.  I 
disguised  myself  and  succeeded  in  seeing  him." 

"  Do  you  remember  what  was  your  object  in  going  a  second  and  third 
time  in  disguise?" 

"  It  was  similar  to  that  of  the  first  visit." 

Sergeant  Snarl  then  proceeded  to  question  the  plaintiff  as  to  what 
conversation  took  place  between  herself  and  Mr.  Bluffbow  on  the  occa- 
sions of  those  visits;  but  Sergeant  Spout  objected  that  it  was  not  evi- 
dence; and  such  questions  were  irrevelant  to  the  case.  The  court  being 
of  the  same  opinion,  the  plaintiff  was  ordered  to  stand  down,  and  the 
next  witness  was  called. 

The  case  occupied  the  court  two  days,  during  which  upwards  "f 
twenty  witnesses  were  examined,  amongst  whom  were  Miss  Arabel 
Bluffbow,  who  made  no  very  favorable  impression  in  court. 

Sergeant  Snarl  made  an  eloquent  and  powerful  appeal  to  the  Jul 
on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  but  failed  to  remove  the  impression  fix 
their  minds  that  the  libel  was  originated  by  Miss  Lucy  List  well;  for  . 
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was  dearly  proved  she  had  written  two  letters  to  ladies  in  the  village, 
which  letters  were  of  libellous  import  and  formed  the  ground  of  the 
action.  The  jury  therefore  after  patiently  and  attentively  listening  to 
his  defence,  retired  for  a  few  minutes,  and  returned  into  court  amid  the 
breathless  anxiety  of  an  eager  public,  with  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff— 
damages  £1,500  ! 

The  announcement  was  received  with  such  a  burst  of  applause  as  has 
seldom  been  heard  in  court,  and  which  for  several  minutes  it  was  impos- 
sible to  quell. 

The  two  maiden  ladies,  Lucy  Listwell  and  Arabella  Bluffbow,  imme- 
diately left  the  court;  but  were  followed  by  a  mob  of  some  two  hundred 
persons,  who  hissed  and  hooted  them  down  the  street.  They  applied  in 
vain  for  the  protection  of  the  police;  that  body  was  too  feeble  and  un- 
willing to  assist  them.  When  arrived  home,  they  found  the  Tillage 
roughs  equally  insulting,  and  the  following  week  the  two  ladies  quietly 
left  the  neighbourhood  for  some  distant  part,  and  have  never  since  re- 
turned. And  strange  to  say— no  one  appears  to  regret  their  absence. 
My  aunt  is  still  living;  but  whether  she  has  altered  her  will  or  not, 
since  the  trial  I  shall  probably  not  know  until  her  death/should  I  outlive 
her.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  she  continues  to  live  with  her  bosom 
friend  Lucy:  and  that  they  may  sometimes  be  seen  walking  out  on  fine 
days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath. 

About  "six  months  after  the  event  of  the  trial  a  circumstance  occurred 

affecting  Kitty's  father,  which  well  nigh  terminated  in  the  old  man  being 

again  taken  for  smuggling.     Murray  had  been  a  smuggler  from  boyhood. 

He  pretended  to  follow  the  honest  trade  of  a  fisherman,  but  in  reality 

was  extensively  connected  with  lawless  adventurers  at  sea.    His  last  run 

was  from  a  remote  town  in  the  Netherlands,  when  he  and  three  others, 

all  considerably  younger  than  himself,  had  crossed  the  sea  at  night  with 

a  valuable  cargo  of  contraband,  proceeded  to  trawl  for  fish  during  the 

day  in  company  with  other  vessels,  and  towards  afternoon  run  boldly  for 

the  harbour,  which  they  passed  through  unsuspected  :  and  later  in  the 

day  the  greater  part  of  the  goods  were  safely  landed  and  conveyed  away. 

About  a  dozen  tubs  of  Hollands,  however,  were  concealed  in  a  small 

copse  near  the  water's  side,  and  one  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel  was  left  to 

watch  them.     Murray  being  engaged  aboard  the  vessel  endeavouring  to 

inse  her  from  the  strong  smell  of  contraband  goods.     The  man  m 

irge  of  the  tubs  drank  too  freely  of  the  liquor,  and  rolled  down  on  the 

db,  dead  drunk.     Whilst  lying  on  the  ground  in  this  state,  a  Coast 

icer  passed  by,  and  endeavouring  to  raise  him  discovered  the  cause  of 

*  prostrate  condition,  by  the  strong  fumes  of  Hollands  which  hung 
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about  him  :  and  on  searching  the  copse  found  the  tubs,  which  he  imme- 
diately seized,  and  took  the  drunkard  prisoner.  On  questioning  him  as 
to  who  else  was  engaged  with  him  in  smuggling,  he  muttered,  "You— 
hie- hie — must  ask — hic-hic — Mur— hic-hic — Murray — hie — about  it." 

Murray's  cottage  was  therefore  searched  but  nothing  found.  The 
officer,  however,  took  him  into  custody.  The  vessel  was  searched,  but 
beyond  the  slight  smell  of  spirits  there  was  no  appearance  to  prove  it 
had  been  used  for  smuggling  purposes.  When  the  drunken  man  became 
sober,  he  denied  mentioning  Murray's  name  ;  said  Murray  had  nothing* 
to  do  with  it :  and  there  being  no  other  evidence  against  him,  Murray 
was  dischaged.  The  other  was  fined  £80,  which  he  paid,  and  was  then 
liberated. 

Within  a  year  of  this  adventure,  Murray  died  rather  suddenly,  of  a 
diseased  heart ;  and  it  was  fourfd  he  had  left  a  Will,  by  which  be  be- 
queathed all  his  property  to  his  "  beloved  and  only  daughter  Kitty," 
whom  he  appointed  sole  Executrix.  The  property  was  found  to  consist 
chiefly  of  money  in  the  Consols,  amounting  with  its  accumulations,  to 
nearly  Four  Thousand  pounds.  Kitty  was  as  much  surprised  at  her 
unexpected  fortune  as  were  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood.  She  could 
scarcely  believe  herself  possessed  of  so  much  property,  until  she  had 
proved  the  will;  which  she  placed,  by  my  advice,  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Weasel,  who  went  with  her  to  the  Bank  of  England  and  had  the  money 
transferred  into  her  own  name. 

Kitty  afterwards,  under  the  advice  of  her  friends,  obtained  the  services 
of  an  intelligent  and  talented  governess,  as  her  companion  and  tutoress, 
with  whom  she  lived  very  happily  upwards  of  a  year  and  a  half;  was 
noticed  by  all  the  principal  people  in  the  village,  and  moved  in  the  beat 
society:  she  was  beloved  and  respected  for  her  daily  acts  of  charity  and 
kindness  to  the  sick  and  aged.  She  had  a  string  of  admirers,  but  gave 
no  encouragement  to  any.  In  a  short  time  her  natural  talents  and 
quick  perception,  had  enabled  her,  under  the  careful  instruction  of  her 
governess,  to  become  tolerably  accomplished,  and  altogether  a  pleasing 
and  entertaining  girl  in  country  society. 

My  friend  Hart  in  the  meantime  had  married  his  favorite  Fanny,  and 
they  appeared  as  happy  a  couple  as  it  were  possible  to  imagine.     It  was 
at  an  evening  party  at  his  house  that  I  arranged  a  summer  day's  sailing 
for  the  ladies;  Hart  and  his  wife  were  to  go  with  us,  Kitty  Murray 
her  governess,  two  other  young  ladies  and  one  or  two  gentlemen.     ' 
adventures  on  that  occasion  must  be  the  subject  of  my  next  chapter. 
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MY  LOG  FOR  1856. 

Diae  Mb.  Ejditob. — As  you  have  many  timet  invited  yachtsmen  to  contri- 
bute to  your  Magazine,  and  I  notice  that  this  invitation  has  been  now  and 
then  responded  to  (though  not  so  frequently  as  I  should  like  to  see  it),  I  ven- 
ture, though  with  many  misgivings,  to  follow  the  example  of  those  bolder 
■pints  among  as,  who  have  for  a  time  at  least,  exchanged  the  pen  for  the 
t31er,  and  as  I  have  kept  a  log  regularly  for;  the  last  five  years,  I  send  you 
•one  extracts  from  "  My  Log  of  1856,"  omitting  of  course  those  portions  of 
it  that  are  merely  personal,  and  which  are  not  mine  to  publish. 

I  must,  however,  bespeak  yojr  indulgence  and  that  of  your  readers,  for 
tbe  following  pages,  as  this  is  my  "  first  appearance  on  any  boards,"  or  rather 
between  any,  for,  like  your  contributor,  Mr.  Berncastle,  I  fancy  I  would  rather 
bav*  a  three- reef  mainsail,  and  a  "  dead  muzzier  "  before  me  than  the  task 

1  have  proposed  to  set  myself. 

H.B. 

It  was  the  evening  of  Tuesday  the  20th  of  May  when,  with  my  two 
friends  R  and  E        »  I  found  myself  to  my  much  contentment  on 

■oard  the  N— ,  for  the  first  cruise  of  the  season,  and  right  glad  were 
▼e,  after  the  long  winter  months  to  find  ourselves  once  more  ensconced 
in  her  snug  cabins,— every  thing  fresh,  clean,  and  airy;  dinner  on  the 
table;  and  comfortably  at  anchor  for  the  night  in  Kingstown  harbour. 

Our  destination  on  the  morrow  was  Carlingford  Lough,  were  we  pro- 
posed staying  a  few  days,  having  friends  stationed  at  Newry  barracks. 
We  sat  late  after  our  coffee  fhat  night  as  we  had  much  to  talk  over  and 
discuss,  and  it  was  past  two  o'clock  before  we  retired  to  our  "  state- 
rooms," consequently  we  did  not  turn  out  in  the  morning,  when  we  got 
underway  at  5h.  a.m.  On  going  on  deck  at  eight,  the  Carlingford 
mountains  loomed  through  the  morning  mist  right  ahead,  and  at  nine 
baring  picked  up  a  pilot,  we  were  bursting  through  the  broken  water  on 
CarUngford  bar,  between  the  lighthouse  and  Greenore,  passed  Green 
Island,  Carlingford,  &c.,  and  at  lOh.  a.m.  anchored  off  Rosstrevor  in  as 
pretty  a  landlocked  bay  as  I  ever  saw.  This  loch  is  very  beautiful,  espe- 
cially between  Rosstrevor  and  Warren  Point,  and  reminds  me  more  of 
Scottish  lake  scenery  than  any  other  place  I  have  visited. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  visiting  Newry,  about  six  or  seven 
miles  away,  where  we  were  most  hospitably  received  by  our  gallant 
Is  of  the  4 — th,  who  not  only  fed  us,  but  on  ascertaining  we  were  not 
axed  with  dinner  garments,  clothed  us  also.  Finding  Rosstrevor  so 
taut  we  staid  several  days,  and  enjoyed  ourselves  much.  One  little 
lent  I  will  just  mention  by  the  way,  that  struck  me  as  being  some 

Ingenious,  tho'  rather  sharp  practice: — we  had  a  party  on  board  one 
2. — vol.  yi.  L 
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clay,  and  as  it  was  blowing  fresh  and  squally,  the  ladies  preferred  remain- 
ing at  anchor,  until  after  dinner  was  ever,  when  they  waxed  bolder,  and 
although  I  had  no  inclination  to  move  without  a  pilot,  of  course  their 
requests  must  be  obeyed:  we  hoped  with  the  help  of  the  lead  and  by  using' 
ordinary  caution,  to  keep  off  the  ground  somehow.  We  were  just  trip- 
ping the*  anchor  when  a  revenue  cutter  (which  had  been  cruising  about 
all  day  with  a  party  of  gentlemen  on  board,)  bore  down  towards  us,  a 
four-oared  gig  put  off  from  her  side  and  pulled  for  us,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  an  officer,  in  all  the  glory  of  gold  lace  and  naval  uniform,  jumped 
on  board  us,  and  introduced  himself  as  Lieut.  S of  the  C  —  reve- 
nue cutter.  He  very  politely  informed  us  that  it  was  a  bad  time  of  the 
tide  to  get  underway,  &c.,  but  that  if  we  had  no  pilot  he  would  have 
great  pleasure  in  taking  charge  and  acting  in  that  capacity  himself.  Of 
course  such  unwonted  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's  officer  was 
warmly  acknowledged,  and  we  gladly  availed  ourselves  of  his  services 
for  an  hour  or  two;  before  leaving  us  however  the  cause  of  his  affability, 
was  discovered  over  a  glass  of  champagne  in  the  cabin.  It  appeared 
that  his  party  had  observed  our  preparations  for  getting  underway,  and 
several  bets  were  made  by  the  gentlemen  that  we  should  be  ashore  before 
we  had  been  half  an  hour  under  sail.  The  lieutenant  quietly  took  ail 
the  bets,  and  then  won  his  money  in  the  way  I  have  shewn.  We  did 
not  hear  whether  he  ever  got  paid  or  not. 

Noon  next  day  found  us  floating  placidly  out  of  the  Lough,  with  little 
or  no  wind,  having  previously,  with  some  difficulty  captured  a  native, 
clad  in  a  cowskin  jacket  and  a  pair  of  unmentionables  apparently  made 
of  seaweed,  who  with  his  mate  in  similar  attire  (only  with  less  of  it)  we 
prevailed  upon  to  pilot  us  :  the  charge  for  his  services  being  a  glass  of 
whisky  and  a  pair  of  old  boots.  He  took  us  out  safely  nevertheless,  and 
indeed  it  is  not  a  place  to  trifle  with,  for  the  channel  is  narrow  and  full 
of  blinders,  and  though  we  did  not  experience  any  of  them*  (the  wind 
being  southerly  all  the  time  of  our  stay),  I  am  told  that  the  squalls 
from  the  high  lands  with  the  wind  at  N.W.,  are  fit  to  blow  one  out  of 
the  water  almost.  Dismissing  our  "  aborigines"  at  Green  Island,  we 
laid  our  course  for  Dublin  Bay,  and  anchored  in  our  old  quarters  in 
Kingstown  Harbour  at  2h.  next  morning. 

Sunday  was  passed  quietly,  and  on  Monday  night  after  a  pleawurt 
day  in  Dublin  we  sailed  for  Douglas, — Isle  of  Man;  wind  at  N.W  d 
right  ahead;  but  we  hardened  our  hearts,  and  though  we  were  e 

time  obliged  to  douse  everything  in  a  squall  from  a  thunder-clou^,  e 
made  all  snug  and  settled  down  for  a  steady  beat  to  windward.  T  t 
morning  at  7h.  a.m.,  we  were  off  the  "  Calf"  :  the  island  as  is  ofter      e 
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ease  being  invisible  in  the  fog.  We  had  taken  our  bearings,  however, 
and  eoald  every  now  and  then  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  line  of  white  surf 
on  the  rocks,  and  just  as  we  were  discussing  the  probability  of  our  having 
oremm  oar  distance  and  passed  Douglas  Head,  the  fog  slowly  rolled 
away,  and  house  after  house,  and  rock  and  held  gradually  shewed  itself 
like  a  dissolving  view,  and  at  1  lh,  a.m.,  we  were  safely  moored  to  the 
sed  buoy  in  Douglas  Bay. 

A  few  pleasant  days  were  spent,  pleasant,  as  they  always  are  about 

Una  jolly  little  island,  and  I  do  think  more  delightful  quarters  for  a 

yachting  man  could  not  be  desired.     Ramsey,  and  other  places  were 

visited,  and  as  we  could  always  get  a  pleasant  party  together,  no  wonder 

that  we  were  loth  to  leave  ;  but  it  would  not  do  to  spend  all  the  summer 

idling  about  one  place,  so  on  Tuesday,  24th  June,  I  again  "  dropped  my 

mudhook"  in  Kingstown  Harbour,  in  time  for  the  fun  at  the  Irish 

Regattas,  which  as  they  have  been  described  in  your  pages  long  since,  I 

need  not  say  more  about,  except  that  they  certainly  are  the  best  and 

pleaaantest  regattas  I  ever  see  anywhere, — and  the  warm  welcome  and 

true  kind  heartedness  every  stranger  finds  on  his  arrival  in  Irish  waters 

mckes  him  feel  at  home  at  once.      As  I  have  myself,  as  a  stranger, 

experienced  this  true  yachting  spirit  more  than  once,  I  am  glad  to  have 

an  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  kindness  that  was  shewn  me. 

Every  one  visiting  Kingstowu  should  by  all  means  ascend  Killiney 
Hill.  Easy  of  access  (for  you  may  drive  up  to  the  very  peak,)  you  are 
rewarded  by  a  most  charming  view  of  Dublin  and  the  surrounding 
country;  southward  are  the  blue  mountains  of  Wick  low,  and  stretching 
iar  out  to  sea  on  the  other  side  the  bold  promontory  of  Howth  lies 
before  you,  while  far  away  in  the  distance  is  Lambay  Island,  the  scene 
of  the  ill-fated  Tayleur  s  disaster.  On  a  clear  day  too  the  Morne 
mountains,  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  Welch  land  may  be  plainly  seen. 
To  the  early  rising  yachtsman  I  would  say,  go  to  Killiney  Hill  and  see 
the  sun  rise,  but  warn  your  steward  first  that  he  may  be  prepared  at 
breakfast  time,  for  it  gives  you  a  fearful  appetite.  I  remember  starting 
one  morning  at  four  o'clock  with  four  friends,  and  pulling  right  on  end 
from  Kingstown  harbour  to  Howth  and  back  again  before  breakfast,  (a 
pull  of  about  12  or  14  miles,)  and  the  consumption  of  edibles  in  conse- 
quence was  a  "  caution"  as  the  Yankees  have  it. 

>nly  staid  at  Kingstown  two  days  as  I  was  anxious  to  return  to 

iglas  where  I  was  to  meet  my  party  who  were  accompanying  me  to 

Viand,  and  going  straight  on  board  from  the  regatta  ball  at  Dublin* 

re  as  usual  we  had  no  end  of  "divarshion,"  I  at  once  got  under- 

and  arrived  in  Douglas  that  night. 
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My  next  cruise  was  with  two  ladies  and  one  gentleman;  and  when 
one  can  have  the  society  of  ladies  who  really  enjoy  yachting,  besides  en- 
hancing one's  pleasure  very  much,  it  has  a  very  humanizing  effect  in 
preventing  us  from  getting  careless  and  indolent:  you  have  to  shame 
every  day,  and  pay  proper  attention  to  your  toilet,  troublesome  perhaps, 
but  at  any  rate  far  better  than  the  too  degage  style  yachtsmen  some- 
times fall  into  while  cruising,  and  when  associating  only  with  the  rougher 
sex. 

Leaving  Douglas  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  calling  for  a  few  hours  at 
Ramsey,  we  hove  to  off  Ailsa  Craig  the  next  day  at  noon;  hoisted  out 
the  gig  and  went  ashore  to  explore  (none  of  the  parties  having  been 
in  Scotland  before.)  On  landing,  we  noticed  a  tent  and  a  number  of 
*  red  jackets  "  about,  which  I  could  not  quite  make  out  as  I  knew  there 
were  only  three  established  inhabitants  of  this  lonely  rock.  It  appeared 
however  that  a  party  of  Sappers  and  Miners  were  surveying  the  place 
afresh,  and  a  serjeant  and  half  a  dozen  men  were  thus  employed.  The 
Serjeant  was  very  civil  and  obliging,  and  shewed  us  all  his  plans*  and 
drawings,  which  were  most  beautifully  executed.  He  spoke  of  the 
many  difficulties  they  had  to  contend  with  from  bad  weather,  &c.,  only 
two  days  in  a  fortnight  in  which  they  could  take  a  survey;  and  had 
been  obliged  to  make  a  well,  as  they  had  nothing  but  water  and  salt 
meat  to  exist  upon,  and  had  been  short  of  the  former. 

After  staying  a  couple  of  hours  we  went  aboard,  as  it  was  dinner 
time;  but  at  the  request  of  the* ladies  I  sent  the  boat  ashore  again  with 
some  wine,  spirits,  and  other  creature  comforts  to  the  serjeant  and  his 
people.  I  fancy  from  the  manner  it  was  received,  and  loud  cheers  which 
greeted  us,  that  our  healths  had  seldom  been  more  heartily  drunk. 

Ailsa  Craig,  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Ailsa,  is  a  basaltic- rock 
uprising  from  the  sea  upwards  of  900  feet,  and  is  popularly  known  as 
"  Paddy's  milestone."  There  is  only  one  small  hut  on  the  north-east 
side  where  two  men  and  a  woman  live.  The  latter  is  a  new  importa- 
tion, having  only  been  a  bride  some  two  months;  but  seemed  quite  con-  - 
tent  in  her  isolated  situation.  The  men  are  stationed  there  to  watch  the 
place  and  collect  the  feathers  of  the  seafowl  which  breed  in  myriads 
there.  It  was  the  custom  formerly  for  passing  steamers  to  fire  a  gun, 
for  the  amusement  of  their  passengers  to  startle  the  birds,  when  tb«  air 
was  literally  darkened  by  a  dense  cloud  of  them.  The  Marquis  hov  • 
objects  to  having  the  birds  disturbed,  and  the  practice  is  now  discor  - 
nued.  There  is  some  good  wild  goat  shooting  to  be  got  on  Ailsa,  1 
I  was  told  that  permission  could  at  any  time  be  procured  from  his 
ship  on  application.     On  the  south-east  side,  about  half  way  up       > 
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efiflj  is  the  remains  of  a  tower  said  to  have  been  the  refuge  of  Robert 
Broee  at  one  time.  We  anchored  that  night  in  the  pretty  bay  of  Lam- 
fash,  and  retired  to  rest  early,  determined  to  be  up  with  the  lark,  and 
make  the  beet  use  of  our  time. 

The  morning  of  Thursday,  3rd  July,  broke  calm  and  lovely,  and  the 
tehees  from  the  land  floated  oyer  the  placid  water  towards  us  with  that 
nothing  and  dreamy  effect  that  ii  only  noticeable  I  think  when  afloat. 
At  lOh.  a-m.  we  resumed  our  course  up  the  Clyde,  and  after  a  delightful 
■0  we  arrived  at  Rothsay  at  3h.  p.m.,  and  went  ashore  to  enjoy  our- 
selves and  have  a  "  constitutional  "  walk  before  dinner.  The  town  is 
neat  and  prettily  situated:  we  rambled  about,  visited  the  castle  and  all  the 
picturesque  views  we  could  hear  of,  aud  right  well  tired  were  we  before 
bed  time;  As  the  next  morning  began  wet  and  gloomy  we  did  not 
Hurry  for  an  early  breakfast.  This  was  a  thoroughly  Scotch  day— -mist, 
wind,  and  rain  incessantly,  so  the  awning  was  set  with  the  weather  cur- 
tains down.     We  betook  ourselves  to  squaring  up  our  correspondence. 

We  were  favoured  with  a  fine  evening,  which  we  immediately  took 
Advantage  of,  and  went  ashore  till  dark. 

On  Saturday,  5th  July,  at  eleven  we  started  for  Inverary  and  Loch 
Fyne,  through  the  Kyles  of  Bute,  and  were  joined  by  a  friend  with  his 
yacht,  who  was  also  bound  our  way. 

(To  be  continued:) 
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PART  III. 
Much  curious  speculation  was  excited  on  opening  the  ground,  in  the 
construction  of  the  canal  and  military  redoubt  at  the  time  of  Napoleon's 
threatened  invasion.  The  line  of  canal  crossed  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Portus  Lemanus,  groins  were  cut  through,  and  remains  uncovered  which 
would  certainly  indicate  a  sudden  inundation,  in  lieu  of  anything  like  a 
progressive  change.  Among  other  discoveries  were  the  poles  of  nets 
similar  to  those  used  in  the  present  day,  and  called  kettle  nets  ;  and  to 
tk —  poles  much  of  the  gear  was  attached  in  an  extraordinary  state  of 
]  ,/vation,  and  buried  under  a  mass  of  shingle  many  feet  below  the 
s  ice.  It  was  justly  remarked  at  the  time  "  how  terrible  must  have 
1  the  change,  which  did  not  allow  the  poor  fishermen  time  to  remove 
\  '  only  property,  and  their  only  means  of  obtaining  subsistence." 
it  likely  they  would  passively  behold  a  gradual  encroachment  of  the 
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sea,  and  not  remove  their  gear  and  nets,  which  were  thus  found  attached 
to  the  poles,  indiscriminately  associated  with  the  spoils  of  the  land,  and 
the  wreck  of  the  sea. 

The  majestic  and  stupendous  cliffs  now  present  a  bold  barrier  to  the 
tides  ;  and  Dover,  niy  native  place,  next  arrests  our  attention.     It  was 
here  I  first  drew  my  breath,  and  rambled  among  its  castellated  and 
romantic  scenery,  first  imbibed  a  veneration  for  relics  of  antiquity,  and 
carefully  preserved  any  tradition  of  historic  record  which  fell  in  my  way. 
I  had  a  maternal  uncle  whose  name  was  Gallant  Hampton.     He  was  a 
man  of  extraordinay  intelligence  for  his  day  ;  was  descended  of  a  noble 
Kentish  family  ;  and,  uniting  the  ancient  library  of  his  father's  house 
with  periodical  publications,  supporting  himself  by  reading  and  lending* 
books,  and  established  the  first  circulating  library  in  Bench   Street, 
Dover.     My  grandfather,  also  was  fond  of  reciting  to  us  all  he  knew  of 
ancient  tradition  from  his  father,  who  was  a  doctor  and  a  scholar  ;  and, 
as  my  venerable  ancestor  was  born  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and 
remembered  Dover  before  the  innovations  of  the  first  American  war. 
which  levelled  some  of  its  old  ruins  to  erect  batteries,  we  were  highly 
interested  by  his  descriptions.     These,  and  an  old  eccentric  gentleman. 
Tommy  Pattenden,  were  my  authors,  from  whose  antiquarian  researches 
I  obtained  the  following  traditions  of  Dover  localities. 

The  castle,  built  by  the  Romans  soon  after  their  invasion  of  Britain, 
was  no  doubt  intended  as  a  defence  for  a  much  more  important  harbour 
or  haven,  than  Dover  at  present  possesses.     In  a  survey  ordered  during 
the  administration  of  the  Right  Hon.   William  Pitt,  then  governor  of 
Dover  Castle,  it  was  proposed  to  cut  a  passage  through  for  the  river 
which  flows  from  the  valley,  and  thus  enable  it  to  pass,  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  bay,  and  into  deep  water ;  by  this  means  a  capacious  har- 
bour would  have  been  formed,  after  the  description  which  tradition  has 
handed  down  to  us  of  its  first  and  ancient  port,  the  proofs  of  which  are 
many.     The  houses  in  Bench  Street,  were  built  on  the  parallel  lines  of 
piling,  which  formed  the  old  pier  on  the  bank  of  the  river.     The  old 
three-gun  battery  was  erected  upon  the  commencement  of  its  stone  mole, 
which,  curving  a  little  to  the  west,  terminated  in  the  bay,  where  its 
ruined  head,  now  covered  with  the  deep,  is  still  recognised  in  its  founda- 
tion stones,  which  are  to  this  day  called  the  Mole  Rocks.     The  battery 
was  a  play  ground  for  myself  and  schoolfellows,  till  the  present  bi      > 
leading  to  the  rope-walk  (now  the  Marine  Parade  with  its  splei      I 
terraces)  usurped  its  place,  and  was  a  great  improvement  to  that  par 
the  town.     From  this  point  (which  was  the  mouth  of  the  port)  the      i 
flowed  in  an  uninterrupted  course  up  the  valley  to  Water's  End,  pas:      ' 
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thnmgh  where  the  Tillages  of  Charlton  and  Buckland  now  stand,  and 
evidently  navigable  to  Crab-hole  (now  called  Crab-ble,)  as  the  remains 
of  Naral  Architecture  have  been  found  in  that  bottom,  and  heavy  anchors 
fag  oat  of  the  meadow  lands*  It  is  supposed  by  many  that  the  priory 
snd  Le  Maison  Dieu  were  erected  on  the  ruins  of  Roman  fortifications, 
which  then  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  haven.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the 
nagnifieent  baths  which  were  discovered  beneath  the  vaults  of  St.  Mary's 
obrocb  in  the  seventeenth  century,  showed  by  their  arrangement  that  a 
river  or  aqueduct  had  been  in  the  immediate  vicinity  for  their  supply  ; 
snd  whoever  has  observed  the  Roman  baths,  in  the  Italian  dominions, 
wiU  immediately  perceive  that  the  ancients  had  not  the  slightest  know* 
ledge  of  hydraulic  power,  and  chose  for  the  site  of  their  buildings 
situation*  where  the  water  could  be  conducted  through  without  any 
difficulty. 

Hence  it  is  plain  that  St.  Martin's,  St.  Mary's,  the  Priory,  and  Le 
Maison  Dieu,  were  on  the  western  side  of  the  haven.     Le  Maison  Dieu 
has  for  many  years  been  called  the  Victualling  Office  ;  a  brewhouse,  a 
butchery,  and  a  bakehouse  having  been  constructed  by  the  government 
under  cover  of  its  lofty  ruins ;  and  I  have  often  seen  the  tars  filling 
water  from  the  pure  limpid  stream,  which  issuing  from  the  walls  of  this 
once  splendid  nunnery,  is  still  called  "  Our  Lady's  Well."     St  James's 
Church  is  the  only  one  remaining,  on  the  eastern  side,  out  of  the  seven 
which  Dover  once  possessed;  and  we  now  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  remote,  but  probable  cause  which  here,  as  in  the  other  parts  occa- 
Hooed  so   extraordinary  a  change.     Had  a  gradual  recession  of  the  sea 
taken  place,  the  river  would  still  have  ebbed  in  an  uninterrupted  line  to 
the  bosom  of  the  deep,  and  the  moles  and  bulwarks  lifted  their  heads 
■ffi  loftier  than  before,  in  lieu  of  being  hid  beneath  a  mass  of  shingle, 
or  covered  with  the  turbulent  waves.    Whoever  in  the  present  day,  has 
observed  the  effect  of  one  heavy  gale  upon  the  mouth  of  Dover  harbour 
in  a  few  hours,  and  the  moving  bar  of  shingle  which  will  block  up  its 
ptssage,  will  easily  reconcile  to  their  minds  the  manner  in  which  the 
Portus  Lemanus  was  overwhelmed,  and  the  different  havens  on  our  coast 
destroyed  ;  when  most  probably,  in  addition  to  the  tempest  the  earth- 
quake heaved  from  the  dark  chambers  of  the  deep  the  loosened  sand  and 
pebbly  bottom,  and  hurled  them  to  the  shore ;  and  although  from  some 
— Tral  cause  that  awful  visitation  is  now  less  frequent,  still  in  our  own 
lories  it  has  been  experienced  in  a  slighter  degree, 
my  boyhood,  about  the  year  1797  or  98,  a  sharp  shock  of  an  earth- 
»e  took  place  at  midnight,  and  the  generality  of  people  being  at  rest, 
is  little  appreciated  ;  it  awoke  me  with  a  noise  resembling  that  of 
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shooting  coals  from  a  cart  into  a  deep  cellar  ;  in  the  morning"  we  were 
surprised  at  the  altered  appearance  of  Shakspeare's  Cliff,  many  thousand 
tons  of  its  crest  were  precipitated,  and  formed  a  chalky  promontory, 
stretching  into  the  sea  at  its   base.     The   cliffs  between  E>over  and 
Folkestone  all  bore  evidence,  more  or  less,  of  its  effects ;  but   the  most 
remarkable  change  occurred  at  the  Folkestone  signal  station.     The  land 
there  had  subsided  considerably,  while  upon  the  shore  beneath,  a  bank 
of  soil  had  been  lifted  above  the  waters.     It  had  the  appearance  of  lead- 
coloured  paint,  and,  when  rubbed  between  the  palms  of  the  hands,  gave 
out  a  strong  sulphurous  smell.     A  very  heavy  gale  of  wind  succeeded 
this  slight  convulsion,  or  earthquake,  and  lasted  two  days,  in  which  time 
it  threw  up  such  a  quantity  of  beach  between  the  piers  of  Dover  harbour, 
that  for  several  tides  it  was  rendered  unnavigable,  till  the  powerful 
backwater  of  the  sluices  cleared  a  passage  through  to  the  sea.     Now  the 
whole  of  the  strata  in  the  valley  from  the  Marine  Parade,  through  the 
streets  and  market-place,  is  intermixed  with  extensive  patches  of  this  sea 
beach  ;  and  how  clearly  the  derivation  of  names  will  prove  the  traditions 
of  our  forefathers.     The  sea  having  in  some  extraordinary  state  of  agi- 
tation, thrown  up  an  immense  barrier  of  beach  and  sand  against  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Idle,  or  Stream  Brook,  turned  its  course  along  the 
base  of  the  western  cliffs,  till,  labouring  for  vent,  it  issued  forth  where 
the  present  harbour  stands,  and,  being  diverted  from  a  straight  line  to 
an  acute  angle,  prevented  the  free  ingress  and  egress  of  the  ocean  tides* 
The  sand  and  soil,  accumulating  by  degrees,  would  soon  occupy  the 
space  of  a  capacious  haven  or  harbour — this  may  be  seen  by  artificial 
operations  ;  the  rapidity  with  which  land  is  gained  from  the  sea,  when 
the  scouring  of  the  currents  or  wash  of  the  tide  cease,  is  almost  incredible. 
As  a  case  in  point,  the  sunk  island  in  the  Humber  is  one ;  and  that 
scientific  man,  Mr.  Smeaton,  informs  us,  that  at  Ramsgate,  in  five  years, 
while  the  works  of  that  harbour  were  neglected,  an  accumulation  of  soil 
took  place  in  an  area  of  twenty-five  acres,  equal  to  260,000  cubic  yards. 
Similar  causes  produce  effects  corresponding,  or  .varying  only  with  local 
circumstances  ;  hence  the  derivation  of  the  name  of  the  upper  basin,  or 
"  Old  Pent,"  forming  that  part  of  the  port  contiguous  to  its  former  or 
ancient  entrance,  from  the  word  "  Pent",  shut  in,  or  shut  up,  and  in 
contradistinction  to  the  Paradise  Pent,  which  is  now  covered  with  streets, 
but  which  I  remember  in  high  tides  an  expanse  of  water:    howevc     10 
it  had  become  a  receptacle  for  all  kinds  of  filth  and  rubbish,  it      h 
about  the  year  1805  levelled  and  built  upon. 

Round  Tower -street  still  points  out  the  spot  where  Henry  the  Vi     h 
caused  a  tower  to  be  erected  for  the  preservation  of  the  shipping  1;     \ 
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is  this  anchorage  ;  and  Bulwark-street,  formerly  a  part  of  the  ramparts 
nd  fortifications,  which  terminated  at  the  base  of  a  rock  on  the  strand, 
ww  called  the  Black  Bulwark,  or  Bulwark  Rock.  Under  shelter  of  this 
acknt  wall,  protected  from  enemies  and  storms,  the  seaman,  grateful 
far  the  security  afforded  him,  called  the  anchorage  "  Paradise  Pent." 

In  the  years  1805  to  8,  many  excavations  were  made,  and  a  canal  dug 
*t  bun  the  upper  part  of  the  Old  Pent,  to  the  foot  of  the  Castle  Hill. 
Ia  this  line  many  interesting  remains  were  discovered,  imbedded  in  the 
«a  beach,  which  had  been  thrown  in  upon  them  ;  and  piling  of  a  founda- 
tion was  cut  through,  parallel  to  the  line  of  Bench-street.  Many  other 
?ra>&  identify  the  position  and  existence  of  the  Old  Harbour,  and  mav 
fe  traced  in  the  names  of  different  localities  in  the  venerable  town  of 
D&w.  Ia  Doomsday  Book,  this  harbour  is  described,  and  particularly 
n  the  reign  of  Eld  ward  the  Confessor,  as  being  a  port  of  magnitude  and 
worthy  of  the  most  distinguished  honours  and  privileges. 

Proceeding  from  hence  along  the  coast,  we  find  the  next  assailable 
put  to  be  the  entrance  of  the  river  Stoure  at  Sandwich.  Here  the 
Mod-hills,  piled  upon  each  other,  occupy  a  large  space  from  the  north- 
*»t  end  of  Deal  to  the  mouth  of  this  once  fine  river  ;  which  formerly 
eo°uminicated  with  the  Wantsumn,  and  formed  the  large  estuary  already 
"Motioned,  affording  an  open  channel  from  Richborough  Castle  to  the 
feeabers,  between  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  the  main  land  of  Rent 
the  smiling  villages  which  occupy  this  fine  level  are  all  upon  a  loose 
8*D(jy  strata,  interspersed  with  marine  substances,  covered  by  a  fertile 
**>,  the  deposit  of  many  ages.  Shells,  pieces  of  wreck,  anchors,  &c., 
**«*  given  evident  proofs  of  their  once  proximity  to  a  navigable  channel, 
*tich  their  names  evidently  testify,  Sand-wicke,  Stonar,  or  Estanore, 
V  or  Ebb's  Fleet,  Stourmouth,  Ford  wick,  &c.,  &c.;  Sandwick,  upon 
**  sandy  or  sea-shore,  Stony-shore  ;  Fleet,  where  Harold  is  said  to 
^  anchored  his  navy,  Stour-mouth  ;  where  the  Wantsumn  waters 
J0*0*! ;  and  Fordwicke,  where,  at  low  water,  the  river  might  be  forded 

•  crossed.  This  then  was  the  estuary  ;  and  let  us  examine  the  tides, 
tod  lee  how  improbable  it  will  appear  that  a  gradual  recession  of  the 
*****  took  place: — it  is  high  water  in  the  Downs  an  hour  and  twenty 
a^Qute3  earlier  than  at  the  Reculvers,  and,  consequently,  when  the  tide 
^tottits  foil  height  upon  their  shores,  it  must  have  fallen  several  feet 

*  b  Downs,  and  entrance  of  Sandwich  Haven.  With  what  rapidity 
^  nust  it  have  retrograded  through  the  estuary  upon  the  ebb  tide, 
80  /bat  would  be  the  effect  if  a  channel  were  again  cut  through  where 
tt  -marly  existed?  The  natural  anticipation  would  be,  that  the  outset 
°f  land  waters  from  the  haven,  aided  by  so  powerful  a  stream,  would 

2. — vol.  vi.  M 
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again  form  the  Brake  and  Goodwin  into  an  bland  or  islands.  The  flood 
which  (alia  with  such  violence  upon  the  chalky  cliffs  of  Ramsgate  and 
Broadstairs  would  partially  cease,  and  be  diverted  into  its  ancient  chan- 
nel between  Thanet  and  Kent,  flowing  in  nearly  a  straight  course  from 
the  South  Foreland  to  Shepway  and  the  Nore. 

It  would  be  amusing  to  the  antiquarian  to  sketch  upon  a  chart  or  map, 
the  probable  boundaries  of  these  ancient  Roman  ports,  havens,  and  estu- 
aries, and  he  will  be  struck  with  the  perfect  coincidences  between    their 
ancient  localities,  according  to  tradition,  and  the  known  effect  produced 
by  natural  causes.     He  will,  I  think,  be  convinced  that  the  change  was 
sudden  and  not  progressive.    The  mouth  of  the  Wantsuxnn  is  now  crossed 
by  a  bar  of  soil  much  higher  than  the  Levels,  and  its  bed  filled  up  with 
a  chaos  of  chalk,  flints,  oyster  shells,  and  sand,  intermingled  with  each 
other  quite  different  to  the  formation  of  any  natural  strata.     The  sea 
having  thus  shut  itself  out  to  the  north,  an  accumulation  of  soil  would 
soon  take  place,  as  every  tide  flowing  into  the  haven  of  Sandwich  would 
leave  its  deposit :  mud  banks  in  a  few  years  would  be  formed,  enclosed, 
drained  and  put  into  cultivation,  all  of  which  most  probably  we  should 
have  bad  records,  but  that  the  destructive  wars  continually  changed  their 
owners.     The  conquerors,  mindful  only  of  getting  the  lands  in  possession 
by  their  own  swords,  would  bury  in  oblivion  all  former  and  more  praise- 
worthy exertions. 

Returning  to  the  mouth,  of  the  Haven,    Richborough  Castle,   the 
Rutupium  of  the  Romans,  once  flanked  the  southern  entrance  of  the 
estuary  and  channel,  and  proofs  are  recorded  of  the  sea  having  washed 
its  walls,  and  also  that  its  mass  has  subsided  considerably ;  and  there 
appears  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  insulated  situation.     Most  historians 
agree  that  there  was  a  swamp  or  morass  between  it  and  the  Isle  of 
Thanet     The  backwater,  or  land  waters  of  this  estuary  must  in   their 
primitive  state  have  been  greatly  increased  by  the  hamus  or  havens 
branching  away  from  it  into  the  interior  of  the  county  of  Kent     Such 
were  Irkham  or  Haven,   Wickham,   Wingham,  all  of  which  in  ancient 
maps  appear  to  discharge  themselves  into  this  once  extensive  estuary, 
and  as  they  laved  the  massive  walls  of  Richborough,  extending  as  they 
did  on  the  verge  of  a  sandy  stratum,  it  is.  natural  they,  its  walls,  should 
subside,  before  any  disturbance  of  the  looser  soil,  which,  together  with 
the  circumstance  of  that  island  being  covered  with  wood,  rendered  it 
almost  inaccessible.     This  accounts  for  the  number  of  villages  at  present 
in  the  island  that  are  named  after  enclosures  of  forest-land  now  no  longer     | 
in  existence  but  as  corn-fields  and  gardens.     Upon  the  open  shore, 
between  Richborough  and  Deal,  Caesar  landed,  and  the  difficulties  he 
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experienced  are  best  pourtrayed  in  the  annals  of  himself  and  his  noble 
followers.  He  narrowly  escaped  losing  his  whole  fleet,  and  his  galleys 
suffered  so  much  that  he  was  obliged  to  send  Labienos  into  Gaul  for  a 
ranfbrcement.  The  shores  of  the  Portns  Rntupensis  were  strewed  with 
wrecks,  and,  as  Romesgate  or  Ramsgate,  must  have  formed  one  headland 
of  the  port  or  haven,  at  a  distance  of  only  four  miles  from  their  station,  it 
b  very  rationally  conjectured  that  some  of  them  first  landed  upon  Thanet 
in  that  opening.  That  it  was  formerly  called  Romansgate,  and  Romes- 
gate, corrupted  by  the  Saxon  language  into  Ramesgate,  many  historians 
before  ;  and  that  it  had  a  harbour  time  immemorial,  Mr.  Lewis, 
although  piqued  at  its  rising  importance,  contrasted  *ith  Margate, 
readily  admits  in  his  history  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet 

It  is  not  a  pleasant  occupation  to  analyze  the  discrepances  of  ancient 

authors,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  here  to  vindicate  themselves,  or  to  be 

open  to  conviction  :  but  we  should  pervert  the  truth  if  we  did  not 

correct  mistakes  which  proceeded  from  their  entire  ignorance  of  their 

subject,  added  to  some  little  amiable  prejudices  in  favour  of  their  own 

particular  locality.     Such  I  shall  prove  is  the  case  with  "  Lewis's  Isle  of 

Thanet,"  a  work,  the  authority  of  which  has  been  quoted  by  Hasted  and 

others,  as  an  authentic  history.     I  claim  to  be  considered  a  disinterested 

evidence,  my  sympathies  will  remain  through  life  with  my  native  town, 

Dover  :  but  as  a  lover  of  impartial  antiquarian  research  I  condemn  Lewis 

as  a  partial  historian,  and  proceed  to  my  proofs — proofs  which  were 

accepted  by  the  English  reviewers  in  1832,  and  yet  in  a  history  of  Kent, 

published  in  1848  the  same  egregious  blunders  are  copied.     So  much 

for  histories  in  contradistinction  to  Oral  Tradition.  Let  us  at  once  bring 

them  to  the  bar,  and  a  history  of  Rent,  recently  published  has  copied 

from  Hasted  or  Lewis,  I  prefer  the  latter  quotation — "  Ramsgate  a  sea 

port,  &c.,  &c.     The  name  appears  to  be  derived  from  the  way  here, 

which  leads  through  the  chalk  cliff  to  the  sea,  though  some  have  supposed 

it  to  be  derived  from  Romangate,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  ever 

so  written,  and  it  was  doubted  whether  during  the  time  of  the  Romans 

frequenting  this  island,  there  was  here,  any  gate  or  way  at  all  to  the  sea, 

and  it  seems  plain  it  was  dug  first  through  the  cliffy  &9  the  rest  of  the 

sea  gates  were  in  this  little  island  for  the  convenience  of  the  fisheries. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  Roman  coins  have  ever  been  found  here,  as 

f  have  at  Braidstow,  where  the  Romans  (if  they  had  any  at  all) 

;ht  have  a  station  on  this  island." 

'  Might  have  a  station  !"     What?  a  highly  civilized  and  intellectual 
jple,  have  possession  of  a  kingdom  five  hundred  years,  and  not  have 

tation  immediately  opposite,  and  only  four  miles  removed  from  one  of 
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their  noblest  fortifications  at  Richboro',  and  on  the  opposite  aide  of  its 
estuary.     But  first  let  us  examine  its  geological  features,  and  see  how 
many  fishermen  it  would  have  employed  to  dig  such  a  gap  through  the 
chalk  cliffs.     The  width  of  the  Ramsgate  valley  (or  chalk  basin  as  called 
by  geologists)  is  more  than  a  thousand  feet.     The  surface  of  the  alluvial 
soil  is  five  hundred  feet  in  width  where  it  crosses  the  sea  line  ;  from  the 
shore  upward  a  beautifully  inclined  plane  extends  to  the  village  of  St. 
Lawrence  rather  more  than  a  mile,  the  substratum  in  its  centre  is  as 
follows  : — two  feet  vegetable  earth,  one  to  three  feet  of  loose  boulders 
and  shingle,  being  a  marine  deposit,  two  feet  sea  sand,  containing  many 
human  skeletons  and  animal  bones,  leaving  no  doubt  as  to  the  struggles 
which  took  place  with  sea  rovers  in  this  natural  valley  !  then  a  substra- 
tum of  stiff  clay  to  a  depth  of  thirty  feet  from  the  surface  and  deposited 
upon  the  chalk,  which  in  this  basin  contains  also  the  fossil  remains  of 
the  mammoth.     These  also  rest  below  the  clay  immediately  upon  the 
chalk.     Specimens  of  them  are  in  my  possession.     The  old  paintings  of 
Ramsgate  exhibit  a  beautiful  little  valley  skirted  with  gardens,  without 
a  gap  or  precipitous  entrance,  and  although  it  is  covered  with  houses  in 
our  day,  yet  Rose-hill,  Clover-hill,  Pleasant-place,  the  Orchard-houses, 
and  other  derivations  still  remain  in  the  names  of  the  streets.     I  have 
traced  the  records  of  its  harbour  in  the  State  Paper  office  as  far  back  as 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII,  and  it  is  there  stated  to  have  had  a  harbour 
Time  immemorial.     In  all  the  old  deeds  it  was  written  Romansgatt, 
and  I  have  a  copper  coin  in  my  possession,  dug  out  of  the  foundation 
of  the  Block-house  at  Gravesend  of  "  Romangatt,  Isle  of  Tenet.'* 

Proceed  we  now  to  prove  the  facts  of  Roman  occupation  beginning  at 
the  sea  shore,  where  as  we  stand,  we  look  upon  and  face  the  ruins  of 
Ruechboro'.     The  masonry  of  the  present  port  encircled  the  ancient 
pier,  which  was  of  timber  and  capable,  of  sheltering  upwards  of  forty 
Baltic  traders,  the  owners  of  which  resided  at  Romansgatt,  and  carried 
on  an  extensive  trade  in  timber  and  hemp;  their  names  as  Pier  wardens 
are  to  my  knowledge  registered  at  Romansgatt,  Isle  of  Tenet.  Id  exca- 
vating down  to  the  solid  chalk  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  Patent 
Slipway,  many  coins  and  relics  were  found,  and  at  twenty  feet  below 
the  surface  the  timbers  of  an  ancient  pier  were  uncovered.     Between 
these  timbers  Roman  brick  and  fragments  of  pottery  were  exhumed, 
together  with  the  small  coins  of  the  consulate  so  well  known  to  antic    i- 
rians  by  the  Wolf  and  Twins,  which  I  purchased  and  preserved,     d 
forwarded  a  drawing  of  those  discoveries  to  the  Antiquarian  Soc     \ 
In  the  rear  of  the  harbour  house  a  sewer  was  discovered  in  dig]     y 
out  a  foundation,  the  material  of  which  was  principally  the  wet     • 
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taped,  ward  red  Roman  brick,  a  proof  by-the-bye  that  as  to  drainage 
Iky  were  as  far  advanced  in  civilization  as  ourselves.  A  vessel's  bottom 
wm  tbo  exhumed,  the  plank  of  which  was  of  extraordinary  width,  &nd 
between  the  timbers  was  rammed  rock  sulphur,  which  remained  in  a  very 
perfect  state.  Sicilian  vessels  often  adopt  this  plan  to  preserve  them 
km  worm,  and  assist  to  steady  them  as  ballast. 

There  is  no  doubt  this  had  been  a  Mediterranean  vessel ,  perhaps  one 
of  Cesar's  auxiliaries*     That  conqueror's  historian  states,  that  he  lost  so 
many  of  his  galleys  by  the  autumnal  equinox,  that  Lebienus  was  sent 
iato  Gaol  for  a  reinforcement     Now  as  the  strand  upon  which  they  lay 
wis  on  the  Richborough  side  of  the  estuary  west  of  Romansgatt,  and 
the  equinoctial  gales  prevail  from  that  quarter,  this  would  be  the  shore 
to  receive  them,  and  upon  which  tliey  would  inevitably  be  driven  in  such 
•tanas.    Thus  its  present  geographical  position  identifies  it  with  the 
esfcary,  more  especially  if  we  take  into  account  the  waste  of  the  head- 
hod  cliffs  since  Caesar's  invasion,  which  Mr.  Fairholm  estimated  at  4000 
^t    This  extension  would  account  for  the  names  of  the  nearest  shoals 
tt>  the  shore  which  are  called  the  outer  and  inner  dykes,  and  the  valley 
nd  port  of  Romansgate  would  then  be  more  extensive  than  it  is  even 
at  present.     During  the  last  forty  years,  the  waste  of  the  East  Cliff 
L*dge  estate  fully  averages  two  feet  annually  ;  the  garden  wall  is  now 
felling  over  the  precipice.     During  the  Admiral  Lord  Keith's  residence 
ta(*j  and  the  Princess  of  Wales'  visit  (Queen  Caroline,)  the  troops 
pwtded  between  that  wall,  and  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  and  marched  past  by 
companies.     A  short  distance  farther  on,  about  a  mile  from  Ramsgate 
per*  at  Dumpton  stairs  was  also  the  remains  of  a  Roman  wall,  which  is 
vow  entirely  gone,  but  Roman  coins  are  to  this  day  occasionally  found 
ktween  that  point  and  Ramsgate  harbour,  and  fragments  of  Roman 
pottery  also. 

Tarn  we  now  to  the  discoveries  made  in  excavating  for  foundations 
to  modern  buildings ;  about  a  mile  from  the  pier  or  harbour  on  the 
western  cKff,  a  most  perfect  barrow  was  opened,  containing  urns  with 
Ufa*  and  calcined  bones,  also  fibulas,  buckles,  the  head  and  horns  of  a 
*****  and  a  perfect  and  beautiful  specimen  of  Patera  or  sacrificial  plate 
of  Samian  ware  with  the  Lotus  wreath.  Major-General  Beevor,  secured 
*b*  greater  part  of  these  relics.  I  have  some  of  them,  but  I  also,  as  in 
*L~  'art  instance,  forwarded  drawings  of  the  whole  to  the  Antiquarian 
'  rty,  and  they  formed  the  subject  of  a  highly  interesting  lecture  by 
'  firandreth*  These  barrows  are  perfect,  because  scooped  out  of  the 
'  ;  stratum,  in  which  the  flints  are  naturally  deposited  in  regular 
1  ■*  like  masonry,  and  the  barrow  is  filled  with  loose  chalk  rubble. 
>  skeletons  lay  in  this  barrow,  in  a  singular  position,  their  feet  being 
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towards  each  other,  and  their  heads  towards  the  urns,  two  of  which  were 
at  each  head  of  a  skeleton.  Some  antiquaries  supposed  they  had  been 
mortal  combatants.  However  this  hill  had  doubtless  been  a  station  from 
which  the  line  of  estuary  was  visible,  and  its  fortresses  at  Riohborough 
close  at  hand. 

Another  barrow  was  dug  through  upon  the  hill  near  St  Lawrence 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  harbour,  and  similar  remains  were  exhumed, 
together  with  a  heap  of  stones  chisselled  into  irregular  spheres  or  balls, 
and  the  country  people  humorously  called  them  cobblers'  lap-stones.  I 
always  regretted  not  saving  one  or  two  of  these,  for  a  remarkable  coin- 
cidence has  occurred  since:  my  friend,  Captain  Bullock,  in  his  examina- 
tion of  the  Pan  Sand  by  means  of  divers,  (whioh  shoal  is  named  from 
the  quantity  of  pottery  found  around  and  about  it,)  brought  on  shore 
specimens  of  stone  shot  exactly  similar.  It  is  not  very  probable  that  these 
were  missiles  used  by  the  Romans  with  the  balista,  before  any  artillery 
had  been  invented  ?  However  to  return  to  our  position,  here  are  three 
decided  stations  encircling  Romansgatt,  one  west  near  Peg  well,  one  at 
St.  Lawrence,  and  one  at  Dumpton  Stairs,  and  at  as  near  as  possible 
equally  distant,  a  mile,  all  producing  indisputable  evidence  of  Roman 
occupation,  together  with  the  remains  of  the  ancient  pier  and  its  coins  ; 
and  yet  work  after  work  is  published,  professing  to  be  historical,  which 
the  geologist  and  the  antiquary,  must  pronounce  to  be  deceptive  !  While 
such  histories  are  palmed  upon  the  public,  it  is  far  more  safe  to  give 
credit  to  oral  tradition.  Here  are  registers  not  to  be  mistaken,  that  the 
ancient  name  of  this  town  and  port  was  Romansgatt.  It  is  singular 
enough,  that  Mr.  Lewis  writes  Margate,  and  declares  its  proper  name  to 
be  Mer-gatt,  thus  substituting  one  vowel  for  another.  He  writes 
Ramesgate  for  Ramsgate  :  now  as  the  A  has  been  substituted  for  the  E 
in  our  neighbour's  case,  may  it  not  have  taken  precedence  of  the  O  in 
this,  and  restore  them  both  to  their  proper  origin,  and  we  have  Mer  for 
Mar,  and  Rome  for  Rame  ;  thus  giving  to  both  places  their  most  natural 
derivation.  Margate  being  open  for  many  hundred  miles  to  the  wide 
spread  German  Ocean,  and  having  no  land  to  bound  its  horizon,  itself 
first  greeting  the  sight  of  the  rovers  of  that  sea,  was  very  naturally  called 
Mer  or  Seagate,  while  Ramsgate  being  then  within  the  headland  of  the 
Roman  estuary,  and  presenting  the  nearest  point  of  access  in  Thanet,  to 
the  encampments  of  the  invaders,  would  naturally  enough  receive  tl 
appellation  of  Romesgate,  or  Romansgatt. 

In  thus  disputing  Mr.  Lewis's  authority,  and  exposing  his  mistak 
by  the  aid  of  recent  discoveries,  I  have  no  desire  to  depreciate  the  clain 
of  other  places  to  antiquity,  but  rather  to  establish  them  also  upon  moi 
open  and  rational  views.     Can  it  be  supposed  that  Roman  legions  woul. 
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occupy  any  one  of  these  places,  and  know  nothing  of  the  rest  ?  Such 
never  could  have  been  the  confined  scale  of  military  operations.  Mr. 
Lewis  ridicules  a  publication  previous  to  the  date  of  his  own,  because 
the  author  had  stated  "  That  when  Ca%ar  conquered  this  nation  be 
landed  at  Romansgatt."  Here  he  affords  us  another  proof  that  such  a 
tradition  was  current  and  believed  by  some  ancient  authors,  for  the  indi- 
vidual who  had  thus  written  half  a  century  before  Mr.  Lewis's  time  must 
have  had  some  authority,  now  the  alteration  of  one  little  word  in  the 
narrative  would  reconcile  this  matter.  In  lieu  of  nation,  we  read  people, 
tribe,  place,  or  island,  then  we  should  understand,  what  tradition  informs 
us,  "That  when  Caesar's  legions  passed  over  from  the  opposite  shore  of 
the  Rutupian  Estuary  to  invade  and  possess  Thanet,  they  landed  at  the 
nearest  valley  or  port,  and  called  it  Ramans-gatt." 

The  detachment  of  an  invading  army,  at  a  period  when  the  strength 
and  resources  of  the  country  thus  invested  were  yet  unknown  to  them, 
could  not  take  a  more  skilful  position  than  a  line  stretching  from  Roman- 
gatt  to  Mergatt,  thus  occupying  a  space  of  only  four  miles,  and  covering 
a  peninsula  whose  sea  line  was  nine  miles  with  three  points  of  embark- 
ation in  the  event  of  their  suffering  a  defeat  It  is  impossible  they 
could  have  possessed  themselves  of  either  of  these  points  for  a  week 
without  extending  their  operations  to  the  other  two,  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  Mergate  and  Broadstairs  were  also  Roman  stations. 
The  Romans  soon  sent  their  victorious  cohexts  far  into  the  centre  of  the 
kingdom. *  Is  it  likely  they  left  the  Isle  of  Tenet  untouched  ?  the  shores 
of  which  on  one  side  formed  the  estuary  where  their  fleet  was  anchored, 
and  on  the  other  required  defence  against  the  Sea- King  pirates  of  the 
North. 

The  encroachment  of  the  sea  upon  the  chalky  barrier '  between 
Ramsgate  and  Broadstairs  is  gradual  and  severe.  The  deeds  of  some 
of  the  estates  will  give  an  average  of  more  than  a  foot  loss  upon  the 
edge  of  the  cliff  every  year,  some  by  actual  admeasurement  seven  feet 
in  ten  years,  and  the  headlands  (as  before  stated)  at  least  a  two  feet 
annual  waste. 


CLIFFORD'S  PLAN  FOR  LOWERING  SHIPS  BOATS. 

*ince  we  last  noticed  this  excellent  invention,  it  has  been  tested  by 
i  most  scientific  and  nautical  talent  the  country  can  boast  of ;  and  is 
jDOunced  by  them  the  most  efficient  system  ever  produced  for  lowering 
ata,  especially  in  stormy  weather  ;  and  notwithstanding  nautical  men 
re  brought  forward  plans  for  a  similar  purpose,— a  landsman  has  sue- 

ded  in  gaining  the  patronage  of  the  whole  maritime  community ;  and 
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he  has  achieved  a  glorious  triumph  in  perfecting  a  means  of  saving  life, 
which,  when  it  becomes  the  "Law  of  the  laud"  that  nil  steam  and  sailing- 
craft  shall  carry  a  Life-boat,  will,  in  connection  therewith,  preserve  from 
a  watery  grave  many  a  human  life. 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  ordered  trials  to  be  made,  and  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  with  perfect  success  :— 

"  A  severe  test  with  Clifford's  invention  was  made  (in  a  gale  then 
blowing)  from  H.M.  store-ship  Dee,  Master-commander  Pullen.  Shortly 
before  she  was  brought  to  anchor,  and  while  she  was  steaming  at  full 
speed,  her  starboard  cuttet  which  had  been  fitted  with  Clifford's  lowering" 
apparatus,  and  was  hanging  immediately  abaft  the  paddle-box,  manned 
with  her  full  crew  (nine  in  number,)  was  instantly  and  safely  unlashed, 
lowered,  and  entirely  freed  from  the  ship  by  one  hand  only  of  the  crew 
in  the  boat.  It  was  scarcely  possible  to  subject  the  plan  to  a  more  severe 
trial,  from  the  severity  of  the  gale  blowing  at  the  time,  and  which  was 
expressly  chosen.  The  result  was  extremely  satisfactory,  scarcely  a 
single  drop  of  water  having  entered  the  boat." 

"  Mr.  Clifford  the  Patentee,  exhibited  at  Devon  port  his  invention  for 
speedily  lowering  boats.  A  skiff  fitted  with  his  apparatus  was  suspended 
from  the  davits  of  the  Zephyr,  8,  which  steamed  several  times  into 
Hamoaze,  and,  on  returning  under  full  power,  dropped  the  boat  in  front 
of  the  dockyard,  in  the  presence  of  Port- Admiral  Sir  William  Parker, 
Admiral  Superintendent  Plumridge,  Mr.  Mills,  Captain  Wise,  flag-ship 
Impregnable  ;  Captain  Jerningham,  Cambridge  ;  Captain  Hay,  Indus  ; 
Mr.  Thompson,  Queen's  harbour-master,  and  others.  The  trials  which 
were  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  naval  authorities,  appeared  to 
give  great  satisfaction:  the  Indus,  78,  now  fitting  at  Devonport  for  the 
West  India  station,  is  to  be  supplied  with  Mr.  Clifford's  invention." 

Extract  from  minutes  df  the  Seaman's  United  Friendly  Association, 
held  at  Aberdeen  on  the  1 1th  of  December,  1856. 

"  Mr.  Batten  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  request  of  this  fraternity,  attended 
the  meeting,  and  exhibited  a  working  model  of  Clifford's  Patent  Lower- 
ing Apparatus,  which  was  repeatedly  tried  in  presence  of  this  meeting, 
who  are  all  practical  seamen;  and  this  meeting  unanimously  approve  of 
this  simple  and  much  wanted  invention,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that 
every  foreign-going  and  coasting  ship  should  immediately  adopt  it,  t 
in  case  of  need,  such  ready  means  of  saving  human  life  be  at  ha 
And  this  meeting  earnestly  hope  that  Government  will  make  such  « 
rangement  with  Mr.  Clifford,  that  every  coasting  craft  shall  be  able 
fit  her  boats.     And  it  was  resolved  that  a  petition  be  prepared  and  * 
to  Parliament  next  session." 
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The  Chibs  generally  commence  this  year  with  the  most  brilliant  prospects 
and  ample  means  to  carry  on  the  forthcoming  season  with  liberality;  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  notice  that  the  members  of  the  principal  Metropolitan  club  are 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  "  Sanitary  move "  will  cause  the 
Below  -bridge  Yacht  Clubs  to  abandon  their  present  sphere  of  action,  or  be 
subjected  to  the  inhalation  of  a  pestilential  atmosphere  when  assembled  on 
the  bosom  of  Old  Father  Thames.  Mr.  Wilkinson's  speech  will  be  read  with 
ranch  interest,  and  we  would  suggest  to  other  clubs  the  necessity  of  co-ope- 
ration with  the  R.T  Y.C.  in  the  endeavour  to  avert  this  evil,  which,  if 
carried  out  will  be  destructive  to  their  annual  sports. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  first  meeting  for  1857  was  held  at  the  Club  house  on  the  7th  ult, 
James  Hutcheons,  Esq..  the  Treasurer,  in  the  chair. 

The  financial  report  showed  that  the  club  funds  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1856,  were  upwards  of  £2,050.  The  announcement  of  which  gave  general 
satisfaction. 

The  Chairman  in  the  course  of  the  evening  said  he  was  anxious  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  club  a  matter  most  seriously  affectinar  its  interest. 
It  was  generally  understood  that  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  bad  sent 
np  for  Government  approval,  a  plan  for  the  drainage  of  the  metropolis,  by 
which  it  was  proposed  that  all  the  filthy  sewage  of  London  should  be  dis- 
charged into  the  Thames  at  Erith.  Now,  Erith  had  become  of  late  years 
their  favourite  rendezvous  for  matches,  and  he  apprehended  such  a  proposal 
would  utterly  spoil  the  place  for  such  a  purpose,  not  only  so,  but  the  whole 
stream  of  the  river  would  be  so  disgustingly  impure  and  poisoned  as  to  render 
sailing  upon  it  not  only  unpleasant,  but  absolutely  dangerous  to  health.  Let 
them  conceive  the  horror  of  drifting  down  from  Erith  to  Sea  Reach,  on 
such  a  hot  breezeless  summer  day  as  sometimes  occurs  on  their  matches, 
with  a  mass  of  the  thickest  London  sewage  floating  under  their  bows  and 
around  them.  He  saw  present  among  the  members  Mr.  Josiah  Wilkinson, 
who  was  not  only  an  old  member  of  the  Club,  but  also  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  and  he  thought  the  club  would  be  much 
obliged  to  that  gentleman  if  he  would  state  how  the  matter  really  stood,  and 
what  prospect  there  was  that  the  drainage  scheme  would  be  so  carried  out. 
[r.  J.  Wilkinson,  felt  much  obliged  to  the  Treasurer  for  giving  him  the 

0  3rtunity  of  assuring  the  Club,  that  he  had  not  been  so  unmindful  of  the 
d  onal  sport,  in  which  they  were  so  deeply  interested,  as  not  to  oppose  to 
t  utmost  in  his  power  at  the  Board  a  project  which  he  thought  must  be 
a     nded  with  the  most  prejudicial  results,  not  only  to  all  frequenting  the 

1  nes  for  purposes  of  pleasure,  but  to  the  mercantile  marine  who  used  its 
i      e  stream  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.    For  the  information  of  those 
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members  who  had  not  been  sufficiently  courageous  to  wade  through  the 
dreary  debates  of  the  Board  of  Works,  he  would  state  shortly  that,  by  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  Board,  and  sent  up  to  the  Chief  Commissioner,  it  was 
proposed  to  concentrate  all  the  sewage  of  the  north  side  of  London  at  Rain- 
ham  Creek,  and  at  the  south  side  at  a  spot  about  seven-eights  of  a  mile  above 
Erith,  and  to  discharge  the  accumulated  sewage  into  the  river  each  tide,  at 
or  near  high- water.    It  was  contended  by  that  portion  of  the  Board  which 
supported  the  plan,  that  the  excessive  dilution  of  the  sewage  consequent 
upon  its  being  discharged  into  such  a  bulk  of  water,  would  effectually 
deodorize  and  render  it  innoxious.   He  (Mr.  Wilkinson)  could  not  acquiesce 
in  this.    He  found  it  proved  in  evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons  that 
the  daily  sewage  of  London — twenty-four  hours  sewage  only— would,  if  spread 
over  the  surface  of  Hyde  Park,  cover  that  large  space  seven  feet  deep ;  or,  if 
in  the  form  of  a  river,  would  constitute  a  stream  equal  in  bulk  and  depth  to 
the  Thames  at  Kingston.    He  did  not  believe.it  possible  that  the  discharge 
of  such  an  enormous  mass  of  filth,  concentrated  by  accumulation,  could  be 
otherwise  than  noxious  and  offensive  in  the  highest  degree,  and  even  if  the 
effects  of  the  first  discharge  were  neutralized,  no  answer  had  yet  been  offered 
to  the  objections  which  he  had  repeatedly  urged  before  the  Board,  that  the 
solid  matter  in  suspense  would  be  gradually  deposited  on  the  shore,  and  when 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  hot  sun,  would  form  perfect  hot  beds  of  materia 
and  disease.    He  strongly  deprecated  any  discharge  of  sewage  in  its  foul 
state  into  the  river  at  any  point  between  London-bridge  and  Sea  Reach. 
The  only  alternatives  were  to  carry  the  sewage  right  away  through  Essex  to 
the  German  Ocean,  or  to  deodorize  it,  and  thus  deprive  it  of  its  noxious 
qualities.    He  had  advocated  the  latter  alternative  as  the  most  effectual  and 
economical,  and  had  convinced  himself  by  personal  inspection  of  the  works 
carried  on  at  Leicester,  both  that  the  process  of  deodorizing  might  be  carried 
on  without  offence  or  injury,  and  that  the  results,  both  liquid  and  solid,  were 
perfectly  free  from  smell,  inoffensive  and  harmless ;  but  be  would  not  invite 
the  club  to  a  discussion  npon  the  merits  of  deodorizing.    All  they  had  to  do 
was  to  keep  their  own  noble  river  sweet  and  clear,  and  to  protest  against  and 
oppose  any  plan  which  they  believed  would  poison  it  and  render  it  impure. 
The  subject  was  one  which  well  merited  the  deepest  attention  of  the  club, 
and  he  thought  that  the  mode  in  which  they  could  express  most  effectually 
their  sentiments  would  be  either  by  a  deputation  to  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
or  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons.    80  far  as  the  Board  of  Works  was 
concerned  he  considered  their  power  of  interference  was  at  an  end.    As  a 
member  of  that  Board  he  must  decline  to  take  the  initiative  in  any  course  of 
action  which  the  club  might  think  it  right  to  adopt,  lest  his  so  doing  might 
be  misconstrued  into  an  act  of  rebellion  against  a  decision  of  the  majority 
the  Board  ;  but,  if  the  matter  were  taken  up  by  the  club  he  should  mak 
point  of  attending  in  his  place,  and  giving  such  information  as  might  gu 
them  in  coming  to  a  right  decision. 

After  some  further  discussion,  notice  of  a  motion  was  given,  that  the  a 
ject  might  be  again  taken  into  consideration  at  the  next  monthly  meeting 
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ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  Januarj  meeting  of  this  dab,  which  was  very  numerously  attended, 
in  consequence  of  a  motion  that  had  been  given  at  a  previous  meeting,  rela- 
tive to  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  club-room,  with  a  regulated  tariff  for 
the  accommodation  of  members,  on  a  similar  principle  to  that  adopted  by  the 
B-T.Y.C,  which  has  been  found  to  work  welL  By  adopting  this  the  non- 
resident members  have  the  opportunity  (when  business  or  pleasure  call  them 
to  London,)  of  enjoying  a  friendly  chat  with  their  compeers,  which  now  they 
are  deprived  of.  We  know  several  members  of  the  Royal  Thames  who  gain 
much  useful  yachting  information  in  the  club-room  from  these  reunions,  and 
therefore  we  should  hail  with  pleasure  the  adoption  of  permanent  club- rooms 
in  each  of  the  Metropolitan  Clubs. 

The  meeting  commenced  by  the  Treasurer's  half-yearly  account  being  read, 
which  specified  that  after  every  claim  had  been  settled  the  funds  ig  hand 
amounted  to  £320.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  awarded  to  Mr. 
Eagles,  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Eagles  having  acknowledged  the  compliment,  proposed  the  re-election 
of  Mr.  T.  Gregory,    the  Secretary,  whose  valuable  services  and  general 
kindliness  of  disposition  entitle  him  to  the  eulogistic  terms  in  which  the  pro- 
position waa  made.    The  re-election  was  carried  with  enthusiatic  applause. 
Mr.  Eagles  again  rose  to  introduce  the  report,  recommending  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  permanent  club-room,  for  such  members  as  wished  to  enjoy  the 
privilege.     He  said,  when  the  subject  was  first  mooted  a  circular  was  sent  to 
every  member  of  the  club,  inviting  his  opinion,  and  inquiring  whether  he 
would  belong  to  it ;  and  the  majority  of  replies  that  he  had  in  the  affirmative 
indicated  the  strong  feeling  of  the  club  in  its  favour.     The  Committee  are 
most  desirous  that  this  matter  should  be  fully  considered,  as  we  have  only  one 
object  in  view,  that  of  complying  with  the  wishes  of  the  members.    It  will 
afford  to  all  who  are  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  it  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  in  their  club -room,  where  daily  papers  and  other  periodicals  will  be 
provided,  and  where  they  may  obtain  any  refreshment  they  may  require  at 
moderate  charges,  including  attendants  and  the  usual  requisites.    If  it  be 
jour  wish  that  a  permanent  club- room  should  be  established,  as  proposed, 
the  Commiitee  will  feel  much  pleasure  in  undertaking  the  arrangements, 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  club ;  but  they  would  be  sorry  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  task  without  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  body. 
It  has  long  been  talked  of,  and  the  time  has  now  arrived ,  when  it  is  to  be 
put  in  shape  for  your  reception  or  rejection. 
Mr.  Crockford  seconded  the  motion, 
lie  Commodore  (J.  Goodson,  Esq.,)  stated  it  was  not  their  intention  to 
r  into  a  large  expenditure,  but  to  see  that  this  be  done  on  something  like 
tonable  terms.    He  had  no  wish  to  depart  from  the  old  principle  of  sub- 
iption,  but  this  is  to  afford  to  such  of  the    members  who  wish  to  avail 
nselves  of  it,  extra  advantages  upon  payment  of  an  additional  guinea  per 
um.     If  the  club  is  to  maintain  its  proud  position,  and  have  that  friendly 


92  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

association  so  essential  to  its  continued  progression,  the  meeting  once  m 
month  is  not  sufficient.  He  had  no  desire  to  incur  extra  expenditure,  butt 
be  must  express  his  opinion  that  the  institution  of  a  permanent  club-room 
will  increase  rather  than  diminish  the  funds;  and  the  most  strenuous  advocate 
of  economy,  who  considers  the  difficulties  the  club  have  bad  to  meet,  and 
looks  at  the  balance  in  hand,  must  feel  that  the  committee  have  exercised 
a  careful  guardianship  over  the  funds. 

After  a  very  animated  discussion  the  motion  was  unanimously  carried,  and. 
there  is  no  doubt  the  elub  will  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the  arrangements. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  commencement  of  the  monthly  meetings  of  this  club  for  the  year  186T 
augurs  well  for  its  future  success.  The  Commodore,  R.  Hewett,  Esq.,  took 
the  chair. 

Mr.  P.  Turner,  the  Treasurer,  submitted  to  the  meeting  the  state  of  the 
funds  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1856.  The  receipts  were  £148.  17a,  7d~, 
and  the  expenditure  £113.  Is.  8d.t  leaving  a  balance  of  £35.  15s.  lid.,  the 
club  having  paid  every  expense.  In  addition  to  this,  there  were  the  whole  of 
the  subscriptions  for  the  current  year  to  come  in,  and  with  the  Challenge 
Cup  and  presents  from  several  gentlemen  towards  the  prizes  for  this  year,  the 
Treasurer  was  of  opinion  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  club  would  prosper. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  given  to  the  Treasurer,  who  in  reply  expressed 
the  pleasure  their  approval  of  his  services  gave  him,  but  still  he  had  only 
done  his  duty  by  the'club.  As  tang  as  he  remained  their  Treasurer  it  would 
be  a  gratification  to  him  to  augment  the  funds  as  much  as  possible.  He  felt 
confident  that  at  the  next  audit  the  funds  would  be  more  flourishing  then 
they  even  now  were. 

Mr.  A.  Turner  rose  to  acknowledge  the  vote  of  thanks  given  to  himself 
and  brother  auditors,  for  which  he  sincerely  thanked  the  members;  but  he 
must  say  they  scarcely  deserved  them,  for  the  Treasurer's  accounts  were  kept 
in  so  efficient  a  manner  that  the  auditorship  was  unattended  with  any  trouble 
to  himself  and  brother  officers. 

Mr.  Fenner  said  he  had  heard  that  their  late  Commodore,  Mr.  Berncastle, 
was  Commodore  of  a  Tacht  Club  in  Australia.  That  gentleman  had  been 
most  strenuous  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  club, 
and  he  therefore  proposed  that  a  congratulatory  address  should  be  forwarded 
to  him.    This  was  agreed  to. 

The  Annual  Ball— This  took  place  on  the  21st  ult.,  and  was  well  atteu  id 
by  a  numerous  and  fashionable  company,  who  enjoyed  the  merry  dance,  a- 
livened  by  the  delightful  music  of  Adams*  band,  until  near  one  o'clock,  w  m 
they  adjourned  to  the  supper  room,  where  a  splendid  repast  was  set  forti  it 
which  the  Commodore  and  Vice-Commodore  presided.  After  the  supper  ic 
dance  was  resumed,  and  spiritedly  kept  up  till  near  daylight. 
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COLLISION.  U3 

BIRKENHEAD  MODfcX  YACHT  CLUB. 

Since  oar  last  notice  of  this  thriving  club,  there  has  been  a  great  addition 
to  its  members,  and  the  last  audit  account  gives  a  favorable  idea  of  the  libe- 
ral manner  in  which  the  proceedings  are  carried  out. — The  ram  of  £86  was 
expended  in  prises,  steam  boats  attending  the  matches,  and  general  business 
of  the  club. 

This  club  has  met  with  extraordinary  success  since  its  formation ;  it  is 
termed  a  Model  club,  and  upholds  its  name  by  producing  some  of  the  prettiest 
specimens  of  naval  architecture  that  ever  breasted  the  briny  wave. 

The  following  gentlemen  constitute  the  governing  body  for  the  year  1857, 
viz.: — Commodore,  E.  Haigh,  Esq. ;  Vice-Commodore,  G.  Harrison,  Esq. ; 
Rear-Commodore,  J.  Wat  kins,  Esq. ;  Treasurer  and  Honorary  Secretary,  W. 
Scott,  Esq.;  Auditors,  T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq.  and  T.  H.  Bowen,  Esq ;  Measurers, 
J.  Watkins,  Esq.,  M.  B.  Wade,  Esq.,  and  J.  Morrison,  Esq. 


JAMES  H.  SMITH-BARRY,  ESQ. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  who  was  Admiral  of 
the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  for  nearly  twenty  years,  having  succeeded  the 
Marquis  of  Thomond.  The  bad  state  of  bis  health  debarred  him,  for  a 
lengthened  period,  from  participating  in  the  duties  of  the  club,  or  the  plea- 
sures of  aquatic  sports ;  but  he  was  always  a  liberal  subscriber  to  the  regattas. 
The  ground  upon  which  the  beautiful  club-house  is  built,  and  the  promenade 
quay  attached,  he  gave  to  the  club,  free  of  rent,  for  ever.  On  the  tidings  of 
his  death  reaching  Queenstown  the  admiral's  flag  was  hoisted  half  mast  high 
on  the  flagstaff  belonging  to  the  club,  and  on  the  8th  ult.,  the  day  of  his  inter- 
ment, minute  guns  were  fired  from  the  clob  battery.  His  eldest  son,  a  youth 
of  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  will  succeed  to  his  extensive  estates. 

The  office  of  admiral  will  be  filled  up  at  the  general  meeting  in  May  next. 


ADMIRALTY  COURT.— Collision. 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  Lieut-Col.  Sterling  against  the  owners 
of  the  barque  James  Holmes,  for  running  into  his  yacht,  the  Viking,  off 
Beachey  Head,  on  the  22nd  of  August  last.  According  to  the  plaintiff's 
statement,  the  Viking,  a  schooner-rigged  vessel  of  110  tons,  was  proceeding 
from  Dover  to  Cowcs,  when  her  crew  perceived  the  barque  at  the  distance 
c  *  bout  three  miles.  The  weather  at  the  time  was  fine,  and  the  sun  had 
g  e  down  an  hour.  The  Viking,  therefore,  immediately  exhibited  a  light, 
i  ported  her  helm,  so  as  to  lay  her  as  close  to  the  wind  as  possible ;  that 
i  >  say  4§  points,  the  yacht  being  rigged  like  the  celebrated  America.  The 
I  que  answered  by  also  shewing  a  light,  but  she  continued  her  course. 
7hen  within  two  hundred  yards  the  Viking's  crew  hailed  the  James  Holmes 
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to  port  her  helm,  but  she  took  do  notice,  and  ran  into  the  yacht,  cutting  h< 
down  to  the  water's  edge.     The  damaged  vessel  was  however,  got  safely 
into  Newhaven  harbour. 

The  barque  (a  vessel  of  300  tons)  was  on  her  way  from  Barbados  to  Loo  - 
don,  with  fourteen  passengers,  and  a  cargo  of  rum,  molasses,  and  sugar.  On 
her  part  it  was  alleged  that  the  vessels  would  not  have  struck  each  other  if 
they  had  kept  their  respective  courses,  but  .that,  when  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  each  other,  the  Viking  suddenly  ported  in  order  to  cross  the  James 
Holmes's  hawse ;  that  the  helm  of  the  barque  was  then  ported  with  a  view  to 
lighten  the  blow,  but  that  the  accident  had  become  unavoidable. 

The  Trinity  Masters  decided  that  the  blame  entirely  rested  with  the  James 
Holmes,  and  Dr.  Lushiugton  pronounced  for  the  damages. 


ONE!  ONLY  ONE!! 

One,  only  one!  the  busy  crowd  press  on, 

Nor,  in  their  hurry,  miss  that  unit  gone. 

One,  only  one!  (what  matters  it,)  no  more 

The  stream  of  life  flows  onward  as  before  j 

But  one  light  babble  less  its  bosom  bears 

Of  its  vast  myriad  throng  of  joys  and  hopes  and  cares. 

One,  only  one!  a  mother's  first-born  joy; 

One,  only  one!  a  father's  bright- eyed  boy; 

One,  only  one!  the  snowy  shroud  enfolds, 

One,  only  one!  the  grave's  deep  silence  holds! 

But,  ah!  that  one  may  be  home's  Sweetest  flower, 

Perchance  the  single  bud  that  deck'd  a  widow's  bower. 

One,  only  one!  a  sister  's  passed  away, 

A  cloud  is  on  the  place  her  presence  made  so  gay; 

One,  only  one  sweet  face  at  eve  we  miss 

With  radiant  smile  and  ever-ready  kiss, 

And  baby  brother  prattling  by  her  side, 

'Tis  only  one  we've  lost,  our  darling  and  our  pride. 

One,  only  one!  a  mother's  gentle  eye 

Is  glazed  by  death,  her  lips  last  quivering  sigh 

Breathed  forth;  one  heart  is  stilled,  'tis  only  one, 

Glad  childhood's  faithful  friend  and  truest  guide  is  gone. 

Young  hearts,  where  joy  should  reign,  are  sorrows  thrown. 

One  less  in  the  wide  world  has  made  them  feel  alone. 

One,  only  one!  a  father's  head  is  boVd, 

And  whispered  tones  succeed  the  laugh  so  gaily  loud, 

Alas!  death's  icy  hand  has  press'd  his  brow. 

His  eyes  are  closed,  life's  struggles  over  now. 

One,  only  one !  the  prop  and  staff  is  gone, 

And  famine's  haggard  form  his  vacant  place  has  won. 
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One,  only  one  !  lift's  common  path  reveal* 

None  of  the  bitter  truths  its  gaudy  veil  conceals  ; 

One  link  is  broken  in  affection's  chain, 

One  hasty  word  has  snapped  lore's  cord  in  twain,— 

One  moment  lost  an  empire  can't  redeem, 

One  flitting  thought  may  mar  the  spirit's  fairest  dream. 

Then  speak  not  lightly  of  an  unit's  power, 
The  fairest  wreath  we  wear  was  woven  flower  by  flower ; 
Moment  by  moment  centuries  onward  run, 
The  world's  vast  multitude  commenced  at  first  with  one. 
And  oh  !  one  heart  the  less  to  beat  below 
May  steep  a  dozen  other  hearts  in  woe. 
Nugent  House,  Ryde.  Faxht. 


Cfttor'*  locker* 

.    The  Zulbika. 


London,  December  22nd,  1856. 
Mr.  Editor. — Perhaps  you,  or  some  of  your  correspondents,  will  furnish  a 
**  true  and  particular  account "  of  the  performances  of  the  yacht  Zuleika 
which  Mr.  Ceeley  seem  so  anxious  to  hold  forth  as  the  pattern  yacht.  That 
she  hat  won  several  prizes  we  all  know,  but  that  she  showed  any  extraordi- 
nary qualities,  1  for  one  am  not  aware  of.  Mr.  C.  states  that  she  now  be- 
longs to  a  relative  of  Mr.  Richard  Green,  by  this  we  are  led  to  expect  that 
she  will  make  her  re-appearance  in  the  racing  world  during  the  forthcom- 
ing season ;  and  then  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  she 
is  deserving  of  the  high  character  now  assigned  to  her.  There  is  one  thing  to 
be  thought  of — the  clippers  of  the  present  day  are  far  superior  to  the  past. 
8tul  I  hope  she  may  be  successful,  and  so  will  every  one  who  has  the  plea- 
sure of  knowing  her  late  possessor. 

I  am,  &c. 
To  the  Editor  H.  Y.M.  Mbrcubt. 


January  10ft,  1857. 
Six.— I  read  with  much  pleasure  "Argonaut's"  letter  in  jour  December 
number,  and  agree  with  him  that,  however  "  twice-laid "  the  accounts  of 
regattas  are,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  the  Magazine  is  devoted 
to  yachting  affairs,  can  there  be  any  more  legitimate  place  for  preserving 
such  reports.  As  "  Argonaut "  truthfully  states,  BelVs  Life  gives  all  the 
i  ttas,  and  that  most  probably  you  cull  from  such  reports,  yet  in  all  this 
1  e  can  be  no  objection,  for  unless  those  persons  who  are  interested  in  the 
<  ails  of  their  regattas  send  you  reports,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  they 
i  Id  not  be  inserted  in  the  Magazine;  and,  therefore,  if  a  "  twice-laid  *' 
j  i  does  appear,  yachtsmen  should  feel  thankful  that  you  have  given  them 
i  opportunity  of  "  showing  to  their  country  cousins  the  doings  of  their 
f     write  craft,"  bound  up  in  a  neat  and  emblematical  cover. 
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"  Argonaut"  very  anxiously  enquires  after  certain  contributors  who  hare 
began  articles  in  the  Magazine  which  they  delay  the  conclusion  o(J  whether 
the  fault  rests  with  you  or  them  it  is  impossible  for  the  patrons  of  the  Maga- 
zine to  judge ;  but  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  it  is  attributed  to  you.  Bat, 
sir,  from  the  repeated  appeals  to  yachtsmen  it  is  evident  you  are  not  sup- 
ported sufficiently  to  remunerate  you  for  the  anxiety,  trouble,  and  expense, 
which  must  attend  an  isolated  work.  However,  for  the  perseverance  you 
have  displayed,  I  hope  yachtsmen  generally  will  give  you  their  support,  and 
as  a  proof  that  I  practice  as  well  as  preach,  I  forward  the  names  and  sub- 
scriptions of  six  friends,  with  my  own ;  and  1  hope  others  will  follow  my 
example. 

Your  sincere  wellwisher, 

To  th*  Editor  H.  Y.AL  £.  G.  T. 
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NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  Gleanings  alongshore/'  and  several  other  Communications  received,  which 
will  appear  in  our  next  number. 

issraluHu—ln  page  41,  4th  line  in  note,  /or  *'  owners  of  large  yachts"  rtad 
"  owners  of  yachts. 

Secretaries  are  requested  to  forward  accounts  of  Clubs  Meetings,  eVe. 

All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  6,  New  Church  Street,  Edgware  Bead* 
N.  W.,  London. 

London— HUNT  k  Go,  Printers,  S,Now  Church  ftreet,  Edgwtr*  Boa*. 
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THE  LIFE-BOAT. 

Br  an  unforeseen  accident  we  were  prevented  furnishing  in  time  for 
our  last  publication  the  drawing  of  the  "Mary  White,"  which  should 
have  accompanied  the  "  Wandering  Notes  "  of  our  esteemed  corres- 
pondent, Summooa  Juga.  "  Out  of  evil  comes  good/'  for  we  have 
since  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  the  constructors,  Messrs. 
White,  of  Cowes,  four  distinct  drawings,  which  we  are  now  enabled 
to  present  to  our  readers,  at  the  same  time,  to  show  to  our  nautical 
friends  that  the  principles  on  which  the  life-boat  is  constructed,  may 
be  applied  to  boats  of  any  dimensions.  In  confirmation  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  works 
at  the  Needles  Bocks,  Freshwater,  Isle  of  Wight,  where  it  appears 
those  "  benefactors  to  man,"  have  presented  to  that  station  a  small 
boat,  which  no  doubt  has  been  exposed  in  the  tremendous  gales  of 
die  past  winter.  On  one  occasion  we  are  informed  the  men  pro- 
ceeded in  it  to  a  vessel  ashore  on  the  treacherous  "  Shingles.  We 
need  hardly  remind  our  readers  of  the  exposure  these  men  are  sub- 
jected to  in  their  operations — the  construction  of  a  light-house  on 
the  outer  Needles  Bock,  as  a  safeguard  to  the  mariner, 
no.  3. — vol.  vi.  o 
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Needles  Rock  Light-house  Works, 
December  6tht  1856. 
Gbmtlbmbh. — You  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  email  life-boat  does  itm 

work  well. 

1  wished  to  remove  the  workmen  from  the  rock  before  the  storm  which  m 
now  on,  increased,  especially  as  the  barometer  shewed  this  to  be  likely,  andl 
accordingly  went  down  yesterday  morning  to  take  them  off;  there  was  a  very 
heavy  ground  swell  on,  and  much  surf)  but  it  made  safely  more  than  a  dozen 
trips  between  the  rock  and  the  large  boat  moored  off,  and  which  I  am  satis- 
fied a  common  boat  could  not  have  done. 

My  boatman  had  a  prejudice  against  it,  but  that,  the  experience  of  yester- 
day morning  has  quite  removed. 

I  am,  &c, 

Thomas  Obmistow. 


YACHT  CREWS. 

A  FEW  months  ago  we  placed  before  our  readers  what  appeared  to  us 
to  constitute  the  principal  requisites  of  a  racing  crew;  but  to  the 
general  yachtsman  there  is  a  far  more  important  class  of  seamen,  as 
without  a  good  captain  and  crew  what  would  otherwise  be  a  pleasant 
cruising  voyage  may  be  converted  into  a  very  disagreeable  and  dis- 
gusting expedition.  We  therefore  propose  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
selection  of  a  good  crew  for  a  cruising  yacht 

First  as  to  the  captain :— In  the  selection  it  will  be  necessary  to 
obtain  a  man  of  good  character  for  honesty,  sobriety,  and  ability;  and 
here  we  should  not  rest  satisfied  with  a  few  lines  scribbled  on  a  sheet 
of  paper,  stating  that  "  John  Smith  has  been  in  my  employ  as  Cap- 
tain of  the  yacht  Barnacle,  for  two  seasons,  and  I  found  him  a  civil, 
honest,  and  sober  man,  and  an  excellent  seaman.*'  Before  engaging 
the  captain  we  should  like,  if  possible,  to  see  his  former  master, 
and  ascertain  more  about  his  late  skipper,  because  in  the  course  of  a 
tete-d-iete  conversation  a  man  is  more  inclined  to  be  communicative, 
and  will  state  other  matters  than  he  chooses  to  submit  to  paper. 

There  are  captains  of  very  many  descriptions,  and  fortunately  there 
are  owners  ready  to  engage  them,  otherwise  many  would  be  shelved. 
There  is  the  grand  gentleman,  who  is  a  proficient  navigator, — wears 
a  suit  of  superfine  blue  cloth  with  an  infinity  of  brass  buttons,  and  a 
cap  surrounded  with  bullion.  He  is  mysterious,  civil,  sober,  neat, 
understands  his  business,  and  will  keep  your  yacht  in  perfect  order. 


TACHT   CREWS.  99 

He  is  always  gracious  and  condescends  occasionally  to  take  you  out 
far  a  sail,  though  his  great  point  is  to  keep  the  vessel  at  anchor  and 
to  lave  a  boat's  crew  constantly  rowing  to  or  from  the  club-house 
steps.  The  brass  and  copper  on  board  are  of  a  brightness  wonder- 
Ad  to  behold,  and  the  sails  are  furled  and  coated  to  perfection.  He 
seldom  leaves  the  yacht,  and  is  always  to  be  found  at  the  gangway 
with  the  side  rope  ready  for  your  hand,  at  whatever  hour  of  the  day 
or  night  you  chance  to  come  aboard. 

There  are  many  captains  of  this  stamp,  and  they  are  specially  to 
be  found  in  the  large  class  of  schooner  yachts.  Just  notice  Captain 
Smith  on  the  day  of  the  schooner  race  at  Cowes ;  his  master  has 
entered  the  Nonsuch  for  the  match,  though  this  goes  for  nothing  as 
his  skipper  repudiates  the  transaction  in  Mo;  consequently  the  Non- 
such is  seen  to  get  underway  at  1 2h.  40m.  and  proceed  toward  Byde* 
but  meeting  the  contending  vessels  she  turns,  and  gets  as  far  as  Lepe 
when  Captain  Smith  suggests  the  propriety  of  returning  to  the  moor- 
ings, whence  an  excellent  view  of  the  finish  can  be  obtained.  The 
day '8  cruise  thus  terminating  at  about  3h.  p.m. 

Captain  Smith  is  somewhat  expensive  to  his  owner,  for  although 
the  yacht  is  seldom  seen  more  than  ten  miles  from  her  station,  still 
the  quantity  of  new  rope  and  sail  required  is  astonishing,  and  would 
lead  to  the  idea  that  the  vessel  had  been  a. winter  voyage  to  New 
York  and  back, — beyond  this  little  failing  he  is  a  harmless  fellow 
enough ;  but  for  any  ability  as  a  seaman  which  he  exhibits,  he  is  no 
mote  entitled  to  be  dubbed  "  captain  "  than  any  other  of  the  crew. 
He  may  be  pretentious  and  mysterious,  but  it  will  generally  be  found 
that  your  Captain  Smith  knows  very  little  of  the  pilotage  of  the  So- 
lent, and  still  less  of  the  Channel. 

We  now  come  to  Captain  Brown,  recommended  by  an  eminent 
yacht  builder.  He  has  a  more  weather  beaten  countenance  than 
Smith,  and  his  gilt  band  and  buttons  show  the  damaging  touch  of 
salt  water,  whilst  a  faint  line  of  white  salt  is  to  be  traced  along  the 
edges  of  his  coat.  He  is  what  his  looks  betoken  him  to  be — a 
sailor  to  the  backbone.  He  has  been  round  the  world  two  or  three 
times ;  has  been  up  the  Straits  with  Lord  This  and  through  the 
Sound  with  Lord  That.  He  hopes  you  are  bound  for  Iceland,  or 
Owyhee,  or  anywhere  rather  than  staying  at  home.  He  is  rather  in 
the  rough,  and  gives  his  orders  from  the  quarter-deck  in  a  voice 
which  makes  the  glasses  in  the  pantry  ring  again.      The  yacht  pre- 
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sents  rather  a  slatternly  appearance  under  his  superintendence  ;  the 
copper  and  brass  are  spotted  with  green,  and  the  sails  are  uncoated  ; 
but  this  may  arise  from  the  hurry  and  confusion  in  preparing  for  a 
trip  to  Madeira  into  which  he  has  persuaded  you :  his  arguments 
being  couched  somewhat  in  the  following  style, — "  If  I  was  you,  sir, 
I  wouldn't  stop  humbugging  about  here ;  as  soon  as  ever  we're  fitted 
out  I'd  be  off  for  a  cruise  to  Lisbon  or  Madeira.  Bless  your  soul, 
sir,  there's  no  preparation  wanted.  All  that's  required  is  to  make 
up  the  water,  we  can  fill  the  tanks,  and  take  four  of  the  biggest  casks 
on  deck.  If  you  only  say  the  word,  sir,  I'll  be  bound  to  be  ready 
to  start  in  three  days  from  this."  His  great  mind  sees  nothing  be- 
tween his  water  tank  and  Madeira, — no  obstacle,  no  ocean  interven- 
ing between  his  ambition  and  its  accomplishment.  All  hail  to  Gap- 
tain  Brown  !  for  of  such  stuff  surely  were  the  Vikings,  Columbus, 
Baffin,  and  others  made,  who  overlooking  oceans,  saw,  afar  off,  lands 
hidden  from  the  limited  vision  of  less  dauntless  spirits. 

The  captain  is  perhaps  a  little  nervous  till  he  gets  clear  of  the  land, 
but  then  seems  more  at  home ;  unshackles  the  chain  cable,  stows 
the  anchor  below,  and  is  evidently  bent  on  nothing  short  of  Madeira. 
If  a  gale  of  wind  springs  up  in  the  Channel,  and  you  suggest  run- 
ning for  Portland,  he  knows  nothing  of  Portland,  and  sees  no  pilot  at 
hand :  in  vain  your  delicate  wife  appeals  for  mercy — Captain  Brown 
cannot  take  the  vessel  into  Torbay.  As  the  sea  increases  you  insist 
upon  bringing  up  at  Plymouth — he  has  never  been  there,  and  will 
listen  to  no  reason  or  argument :  the  only  consolation  he  offers  is  a 
lay-to  for  a  few  hours  "  till  the  height  of  the  gale  has  blown  over :" 
and  those  who  with  delicate  stomachs  have  layed-to  under  such  cir- 
cumstances know  what  sort  of  relief  they  are  likely  to  gain  from  this 
proceeding. 

Ultimately  you  are  glad  to  get  your  captain  a  good  berth  in  some 
yacht  about  to  proceed  abroad,  and  with  a  satisfied  smile  hand  him 
a  character  to  the  following  effect : — "  J.  Brown  sailed  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  season  in  my  yacht  as  captain ;  he  proved  himself  an 
excellent  navigator, — a  thorough  seaman,  sober  and  trustworthy;  and 
1  can  confidently  recommend  him  to  take  a  vessel  on  a  foreign  cruise." 
All  which  is  true  enough,  for  apart  from  his  roughness,  Brown  is 
generally  a  good  fellow — honest  and  sober ;  but  sometimes  he  is 
found  rather  deficient  in  these  essential  qualities ;  and  this  reminds 
us  of  Captain  Jones,  who  is  an  excellent  yacht  captain,  keeps  the  ves- 
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sel   in  good  order,  is  a  good  coaster  and  can  navigate  tolerably  well 
on  a    long  voyage,  but  when  in  harbour  is  constantly  ashore  with  a 
friend,  and  on  his  return  always  brings  with  him  a  strong  smell  of 
bad  rum;  but  the  worst  of  the  fellow  is,  that  he  persists  in  "doing  his 
doty**  when  he  gets  into  a  muddled  condition,  he  will  sit  up  and 
wait   for  your  arrival  at  night,  when  "  he  hopes  you've  spent  a  plea- 
sant evening,"  and  finally  gets  his  dismissal  through  offering  to  shake 
hands  with  the  ladies  as  he  assists  them  up  the  side  ladder.     After 
this  you  are  tempted  to  promote  the  mate  to  the  vacant  berth  because 
you  have  noticed  his  great  activity ;  but  you  will  be  fortunate  if  you 
do  not  find  that  the  man  who  was  so  efficient  in  a  secondary  capacity 
is  "a  signal  failure  when  placed  in  command  :  he  is  either  too  diffident 
and^reaches  the  vessel  about  in  the  strength  of  the  tide,  fearful  of 
getting£near  the  shore ;  or  too  rash,  and  perpetually  ending  a^day's 
cruise  on  the  mud,  to  your  own  disgust,  but  to  the  great  amusement 
of  your  more  fortunate  friends.     Or,  you  get  a  fisherman  captain  who 
knows  the  ground  well  enough,  but  has  not  the  slightest  idea  of  how 
to  keep  the  yacht  clean,  or  the  crew  smart.  These  are  trifles  compared 
to  the~dishonest  captain  who  manages  to  disgust  every  owner  he  is 
employed  by,  and  does  more  harm  to  the  cause  of  yachting  than  fifty 
Browns  or  Smiths ;  he  is  a  complete  pest  and  the  wonder  is  how  he 
manages  to  find  a  second  employer. 

It  may  well  be  asked  who  can  enjoy  the  pastime  of  yachting,  if 
these  are  fair  specimens  of  the  genus  captain.     We  reply  that  we 
have  omitted  the  real  captain, — the  man  who  bears  a  good  character, 
is  cleanly,  honest,  sober,  civil,  active,  and  intelligent :  he  may  not 
always  be  a  navigator,  but  he  should  understand  coasting.     Such  a 
man  is  as  valuable  as  he  is  rare  ;  be  makes  yachting  pleasant  and 
amusing,  but  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  procure  his  services  as  he  is 
always  in  one  employ,  and  is  handed  down  as  an  heirloom  from  father 
to  son,  in  fact  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  the  old  captain  doff  his  cap, 
and  show  his  silvered  head,  as  he  welcomes  his  still  more  aged  mas- 
ter at  the  gangway  for  the  thirtieth  or  fortieth  season. 

To  the  captain  frequently  belongs  the  credit  of  retaining  the 
master  in  the  ranks  of  the  yachtsmen ;  had  the  latter  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  some  Brown  or  Smith  when  he  commenced  his  yachting 
career  he  would  in  all  probability  have  retired  after  one  or  two  sea- 
sons. Frequently  fault,  if  fault  there  be,  lies  as  much  with  the 
master  as  with  the  captain,  in  many  instances  the  former  docs  all  in 
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his  power  to  spoil  the  latter, — by  over-indulgence,  by  permitting  too 
much  freedom  and  familiarity,  or  in  many  other  ways  a  good  captain 
becomes  drunken,  dishonest,  or  impudent,  till  at  last  the  master  is 
disgusted,  and  gives  up  his  amusement,  while  the  spoiled  captain  is 
passed  over  to  some  other,  who  in  turn  is  driven  from  the  water  by 
his  worthless  skipper. 

Before  closing  this  part  of  our  yarn  we  would  give  one  word  of 
advice  to  yacht  captains  in  general, — let  them  bear  in  mind  that 
their  interest  lies  in  increasing  the  number  of  yachts  and  yachtsmen, 
that  to  gain  this  end  yachting  should  be  made  as  agreeable  as  possi- 
ble, and,  therefore,  the  captain  should  spare  no  pains  in  attending, 
not  only  to  his  own  duty,  but  to  the  comfort  and  amusement  of  his 
master.     When  a  drunkard  is  among  the  number  of  captains  let  his 
more  reasonable  fellows  drive  him  away  like  a  pest  to  their  cause  :  if 
they  occasionally  administer  a  dose  of  tar  and  feathers  to  such  men 
it  will  lessen  their  number,  and  although  such  strong  measures  may 
possibly  thin  the  ranks  of  the  officers  it  will  in  the  end  be  found  to 
strengthen  and  increase  the  number  of  good  owners,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  cause  of  yachting,  and  the  manifest  gain  of  the  cap- 
tains themselves. 


EFFECTS  OF  OIL  IN  BECALMING  A  HEAVY  SEA. 

Dear  Hunt. — In  your  last  number  "  Tom  Tug,"  gave  you  a  yarn 
under  the  above  head,  and  after  relating  the  anecdote  of  the  old  fisher- 
man towing  a  bag  of  greasy  garbage,  which  had  the  effect  in  becalming* 
a  following  sea  ;  states  "  that  it  would  be  interesting  if  any  of  your 
correspondents  could  meet  with  and  point  out  any  similar  instance." 

Now,  although  travellers,  be  it  said,  are  entitled  to  draw  on  the  cre- 
dulity of  landsmen,  I  venture  to  assert  the  following  circumstance  which 
occurred  within  my  own  knowledge  and  observation,  lest  "  Tom  Tug  " 
might  be  thought  to  be  an  isolate  case,  I  will  relate  a  fact  with  reference 
to  oil  and  salt  water: — In  1824  I  was  bound  from  Manilla  to  Singapore, 
and  in  the  month  of  July,  instead  of  pursuing  the  vain  attempt  in 
those  days  of  beating  down  the  China  Seas  against  the  South*  West 
Monsoon,  I  took  the  Eastern  passage  through  the  Philippines,  passing 
out  of  them  by  the  Straits  of  St  Bernardino,  thence  to  the  westward  of 
Magindanado,  passing  through  the  Straits  of  Macassar,  Bornean  Sea  and 
Straits  of  Banka,  until  I  reached  Singapore,  only  taking  80  days  on  the 
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I    passage!     A  brig  called  the  A  r  mad  or  sailed  some  time  before  me,  laden 
f     with  cocoa-nut  oil  for  Batavia,  and  had  88  days  passage. 

A  few  days  after  my  departure  the  following  occurred;  fortunately  I 
hare  my  Journal  to  refresh  the  memory,  "commences  with  strong  breezes 
and  a  nasty  sea,  all  at  once  the  sea  became  smooth  as  a  millpond,  yet 
carried  the  breeze."  Wondered  the  cause  of  this  sudden  quietude;  we 
were  then  abreast  of  the  once  celebrated  volcano  of  Albay,  which  once 
bant  forth  and  buried  6000  souls,  and  covered  the  country  round  for  a 
depth  of  15  feet  of  lava;  and  by  digression,  I  would  say,  here  grows  the 
best  Manila  hemp,  called  lupis  by  the  natives;  however  fancied  some 
subterranean  phenomena  was  about  to  occur.  On  looking  over  the  side 
observed  we  were  sailing  through  a  sea  of  oil.  It  then  forcibly  struck 
those  on  board  that  we  were  either  in  the  track  of  the  Armador,  or  that 
she  had  foundered.  Credat  Judeus.  We  continued  on  the  "oil  track" 
for  three  days,  reminding  me  of  the  notions  of  the  "  down  easters,"  who 
when  proceeding  to  the  southward,  invariably  threw  overboard,  every 
quarter  of  an  hour,  a  shingle,  in  order  to  find  their  way  back.  However, 
eventually  we  got  out  of  the  track  and  arrived  at  our  destination,  but 
never  fell  in  with  the  Armador.  We  ascertained  that  she  arrived  safe  at 
Batavia,  with  several  casks  of  her  cargo  stove,  and  that  they  were  con- 
tinually pumping  up  oil  on  the  passage.  On  her  return  compared  logs 
and  found  that  when  the  first  symptoms  warned  us  we  were  not  200 
miles  from  her,  but  that  we  passed  her  in  the  night  some  days  after- 
wards. 

Now  we  are  told  that  the  Pacific  Ocean  derives  its  name  from  the 
quietude  of  its  water,  Jack  argues,  therefore,  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
number  of  south  seamen  who  frequent  those  seas  in  search  of  the  sperm 
whale,  for  they  after  securing  the  head  matter,  send  the  blubber  adrift 
the  consequence  is  that  the  ocean  becomes  so  thoroughly  impregnated 
with  blubber,  and  as  water  and  oil  will  not  mix,  the  oil.  is  the  occasion 

of  keeping  the  sea  down. 

lam,  &c., 

Summooa  Juoa. 


YACHT  CLUB  REGATTAS. 

In  our  respected  contemporary  BelVs  Life,  a  "Poole  Yachtsman"  has 
addressed  the  editor  upon  certain  points  connected  with  Regattas,  which 
we  have  times  and  oft  pointed  out  to  our  readers,  requesting  them  to 
give  a  "  helping  hand"  to  remedy  the  evils  attendant  thereon,  but  what 
appears  to  be  "everybody's  business  is  nobody's,"  and  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  a  slight  improvement  on  the  eastern  coast  of  England  last  year, 
the  old  clashing  of  places  was  still  carried  on.  "A  Poole  Yachtsman" 
has  hit  upon  the  right  time  to  introduce  the  subject  for  the  better  observ- 
ance of  the  regattas  of  1857,  and  we  hope  he  will  not  be  the  only  writer 
whose  opinions  we  shall  see  recorded. 

Although  thousands  read  the  leviathan  yet  there  are  many  who  do  not, 
therefore  we  shall  give  a  few  extracts  from  the  letter  of  "A  Poole 
Yachtsman."     In  alluding  to  the  decline  of  regattas  he  says:— 

"I  attribute  this  tailing  off  to  three  principal  causes,  viz; — first,  the  length 
of  the  courses  over  which  the  yachts  have  to  sail;  secondly  the  want  of  union 
amongst  the  several  yacht  clubs,  the  faultiness  of  their  different  laws  of 
measurement,  and  some  of  the  sailing  rules;  and  thirdly,  the  unsportsman- 
like conduct  of  some  of  the  racing  yacht  owners  themselves.  Firstly,  at 
every  regatta  the  constant  complaint  of  the  spectators  is  that  (although  it 
may  be  very  interesting  to  the  initiated),  it  is  no  great  amusement  to  them 
to  see  one  yacht  reaching  the  mark- boat  half  an  hour  or  so  before  the  second 
competitor  is  in  sight.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  same  results  would  have 
been  gained,  if  instead  of  sending  the  yachts  round  a  course  of  SO  mile*,  the 
distance  were  halved,  and  15  miles  made  the  maximum.  I  think  that 
regatta  committees  would  find  their  meetings  looked  forward  to  with  much 
greater  interest  by  the  inhabitants  of  watering-places,  and  the  sums  collected 
for  the  prizes  and  general  expenses  much  greater,  if  they  could  manage  that 
the  yachts  should  never  go  out  of  the  sight  of  the  port  at  which  the  regatta 
takes  place,  and  were  not  to  be  so  long  in  completing  their  course." 

The  proposition  contained  in  the  next  paragraph  we  should  hail  with 
much  satisfaction,  but  we  cannot  hold  out  any  expectation  of  its  being 
carried  out  There  is  a  spirit  of  self  reliance  in  every  regatta  committee 
which  tends  to  destroy,  rather  than  promote  yachting,  and  it  will  require 
a  long  period  to  eradicate  the  evil. 

"  How  much  more  would  it  be  for  the  convenience  of  yacht  owners,  if  at 
the  beginning  of  every  season  the  several  yacht  clubs  would  agree  to  hold 
their  regattas  in  some  sort  of  order  which  their  geographical  position  may 
suggest  Thus,  let  yacht  clubs  on  the  Thames  and  those  in  the  eastern 
counties  hold  their  regattas  in  May,  June,  and  the  beginning  of  July ;  next 
in  order  should  come  Dover,  since  it  would  afford  a  resting  place  for  the 
yacht 8  migrating  from  the  Thames  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  instead  of  the  re- 
gatta being  held  there,  as  it  was  last  year,  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
when  the  yachts  were  all  away  in  the  western  ports.  Then  the  meetings  at 
Cowea,  Southampton,  and  Ryde,  would  occupy  the  rest  of  the  month  of  July 
and  the  first  fortnight  of  August.  Next  would  come  Poole,  then  Weymouth, 
Teignmouth,  Torquay,  and  Plymouth.  By  adhering  to  some  such  rule  as 
this  it  would  be  perfectly  possible  for  a  racing  yacht  to  be  present  at  every 
regatta.** 

On  the  different  systems  of  measurement  he  justly  complains,  but  why 


CEU13E   OF   THE   NIMROD.  105 

does  he  not  (for  he  is  evidently  a  yachtsman)  attach  his  name?  One  or 
two  genuine  signatures  would  call  forth  a  host,  and  this  bane  to  yacht 
racing  would  be  removed. 

M  As  regards  measurement,  nothing  can  he  more  annoying  than  the  present 
system,  since  almost  every  club  has  a  different  method  of  ascertaining  the 
tonnage  of  a  vessel.  The  following  instance  which  came  under  my  notice,  is 
a  good  example  of  the  inconvenience  which  is  caused  by  the  variations  in  the 
rules  of  the  different  clubs.  At  the  regatta  at  a  port  on  the  east  coast  of 
England,  the  yacht  that  first  passed  the  mark- boat  did  not  happen  to  belong 
to  a  member  of  the  R.T.Y.C.  The  owner  of  the  second  yacht  protested  on 
the  score  of  measurement.  The  regatta  committee  declared  they  adhered 
to  the  Thames  Club  rules.  So  the  winning  yacht  had  either  the  option  of 
going  up  the  river  to  be  measured,  or  to  divide  the  prize ;  although  everybody 
well  knew  that,  even  if  she  had  been  measured,  she  was  an  easy  winner  of  the 
cup. 

The  writer  considers  it  prejudicial  to  yacht  racing  to  restrict  vessels 
to  certain  sails  or  the  prohibition  of  shifting  ballast,  unless  the  clubs 
adopt  a  different  system  to  that  now  in  force;  and  he  advocates  the  plan 
of  having  the  owner  or  some  influential  person  on  board  during  a  race 
to  "prevent  the  crew  from  using  unfair  means  to  obtain  the  prize. 


A  CRUISE  OF  THE  YACHT  NIMROD. 

I  i»oiio  had  a  great  desire  to  explore  the  Western  Islands  and  Highlands 
of  Scotland,  and  although  in  1849  I  visited  the  Clyde  and  the  neigh* 
bouring  lochs,  flee.,  the  yacht  I  then  owned  being  only  a  small  vessel  of 
some  fifteen  tons,  I  did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  venture  in  the  heavy 
seas  and  bad  weather,  one  is  almost  sure  to  encounter  one  time  or  other, 
north  of  the  peninsula  of  Cantire,  where  you  are  exposed  to  the  full 
force  of  ihe  westerly  gales  of  the  Atlantic;  but  the  glimpse  1  then  got, 
for  the  first  time,  of  the  beauties  of  the  Scottish  coast,  made  me  deter- 
mine, if  ever  I  had  the  opportunity  that  I  would  proceed  further;  and  as 
I  now  (1854)  possessed  a  vessel  in  whose  qualities  as  a  good  sea-boat 
I  might  have  every  confidence,  preparations  were  soon  made  for  carrying 
oat  my  intention  of  visiting  the  Isle  of  Skye,  Staffa,  Iona,  and  the  inter* 
media**  islands  and  lochs;  and  moreover,  being  invited  to  join  a  couple 

e  other  yachts  bound  on  a  similar  excursion,  a  better  opportunity  of 

[toroughly  enjoying  the  cruise  could  not  be. 
It  had  been  agreed  some  weeks  previously  that  we  were  to  rendezvous 
Loch  Campbeltown,  on  Thursday  the  19th  of  June,  '54,  and  thus  in 

jrsuance  of  this  arrangement  the  Tuesday  prior  found  my  brother-in* 
ho.  3.— vol.  n.  * 
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law,  E.  J.  B (who  had  agreed  to  accompany  me,)  and   myrelf 

on  board  the  Mona's  Queen  steamer,   on  our  way  to  Douglas,  Isle  of 
Man,  to  join  the  Nimrod  yacht,  where  I  had  dispatched   her  a  week  or 
two  previous,  to  refit  and  lay  in  stores.     Nothing  particular  occurred 
on  our  passage  in  the  steamer,  which  was  pretty  well  crowded  with  pas- 
sengers, and  therefore  not  any  the  more  comfortable.     There  were  the 
usual  number  of  unpleasant   "  gents "  taking  possession  of  the  paddle 
boxes  and  other  prominent  situations,  loudly  calling  for  brandy  and  water 
and  cigars,  (which,  before  they  were  half-way  across  the  "  herring-pond 
they  very  much  regretted  having  taken,)  and  looking  down  on  the  rest 
of  the  passengers  quietly  seated  on  the  quarter-deck  with  a  contemptu- 
ous, hard-a-weather,  old  salt,  style  of  air  that  was    very  gratifying. 
There  were  unprotected  females  without  end,  and  there  were  of  course 
some  dozens  of  children  who  had  systematically  gorged  themselves  with 
gingerbread  until  they  were  sick  to  begin  with,  and  more  than  usually 
unpleasant.     By  the  way,  why  is  it  that  the  basket  men  and  women  that 
infest  the  steamers  at  Liverpool  always  appear  to  think  it  necessary  for 
every  passenger  to  provide  him  or  herself  with  one  or  more  packets  of 
bilious  Omskirk  gingerbread?  (for  they  never  offer  anything  else).     The 
sight  of  it  is  always  enough  for  me. 

The  day  was  showery,  cold,  and  windy,— dinner  on  board  was  out  of 
the  question,  indeed  the  steward  did  not  provide  any,  and  though  he 
told  us  individually  we  could  get  "  something  to  eat  below  if  we  wished, 
one  look  at  the  cabin  was  sufficient,  crowded  as  it  was  with  wretched 
victims,  indulging  in  every  imaginable  noise  and  groan,  &c.,  under  the 
personal  superintendance  of  the  steward  and  stewardess,  so  we  ensconced 
ourselves  as  comfortably  as  might  be  on  deck,  under  the  lee  of  the  cap- 
tain's cabin,  tucked  ourselves  up  in  our  rugs,  and  began  to  think  that 
after  all  we  wouldn't  sail  that  night  for  Scotland  as  we  had  talked  of 
doing. 

All  comfort  is  comparative,  and  I  dare  say  the  gentleman,  who  had 
just  contrived  to  crawl  on  to  the  pile  of  luggage  in  front  of  us  and  cover 
himself  up  in  his  cloak,  thought  he  had  got  into  a  very  snug  and  com- 
modious berth,  even  though  he  was  obliged  to  lay  like  the  letter  Z  to 
avoid,  the  sharp  corners  of  the  boxes,  and  was  moreover  in  continual  dan* 
ger  of  sliding  off  the  slippery  "tarpaulin;"  and  so  no  doubt  thought 
the  fat  old  woman  who  very  coolly,  and  without  saying  a  word,  rr!~~d 
his  cloak  and  poked  her  daughter,  a  great  blowsy  girl  of  fifteen,  and  <<  o 
had  evidently  been  outrageously  ill,  right  across  his  body,  covered  a 
up  again,  and  then,  by  way  of  making  all  snug  and  comfortable  deli  >- 
rately  established  a  seat  on  his  legs  for  the  rest  of  the  passage.     I  si    1 
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never  forget  his  piteous  look  of  appeal  to  as,  as  he  turned  up  the  whites, 
or  rather,  the  "  greens0  of  his  eyes,  and  faint! y  moaned  out  "  What  am 
I  to  dor 

There  was  no  help  for  it,  so  we  told  him  he  must  make  the  best  of  it; 
but  we  got  him  a  carpet  bag  for  a  pillow,  and  shoved  a  portmanteau  on 
tn  the  fat  old  woman  by  way  of  a  hint;  and  advising  him  to  lie  still,  we 
retired  into  the  captain's  cabin,  at  the  invitation  of  the  worthy  man  him- 
self, to  have  a  glass  of  grog  and  a  biscuit. 

"  All  that  *s  bright  must  fade,"  and  so  likewise  all  that 's  unpleasant 
must  come  to  an  end  some  time,  and  when  the  smoke  had  cleared  away 
from  the  gun,  fired  by  the  steamer  on  rounding  Douglas  Head,  and  the 
anchor  let  go,  every  body  had  revived  most  wonderfully.  The  "gents  " 
were  beginning  to  talk  as  loudly  as  ever, — the  unprotected  females  found 
friends  who  had  come  on,  board  to  meet  them, — the  children  were  a  shade 
less  unpleasant,  and  all  the  gingerbread  was  gone, — the  fat  old  woman 
straightened  her  bonnet,  got  up  off  the  gentleman's  legs,  lifted  the  blowsy 
daughter  on  to  hers,  and  the  gentleman  himself  once  more  free,  rose, 
shook  himself  (how  he  ever  got  his  legs  straight  again  is  a  wonder  to  me,) 
and  turning  round  to  us  with  a  sprightly  air  remarked,  "  Well  how  do 
you  feel,  capital  passage,  eh?"  and  was  as  lively  as  a  cricket  in  no  time. 

We,  for  our  parts,  were  industriously  breaking  our  shins  and  grinding 
the  toes  of  our  unfortunate  neighbours  in  attempting  to  collect  our  own 
proper  share  of  the  confused  heap  of  luggage  scattered  on  the  deck  of  the 
steamer,  and  were  just  about  giving  it  up  in  despair,  when  a  voice  under 
my  elbow  cried,  "  Hallo!  here  at  last,  old  boy?  whereas  your  luggage? 
Here's  Roberts  and  another  hand  to  look  after  it;  so  you  come  ashore  at 
once  if  you  like."  Thus  spake  our  jolly  little  friend,  u  The  Admiral: " 
and  acting  on  his  suggestion  we  quickly  descended  the  gangway  ladder, 
and  stepping  into  one  of  the  swarm  of  boats  hanging  alongside  waiting 
to  convey  the  passengers  ashore,  we  soon  found  ourselves  trudging  along 
Itouglas  pier  to  the  Royal  Hotel,  where  we  ordered  dinner,  and  some  of 
Hill's  old  '20  port  "  to  follow,"  with  a  strong  conviction  that,  (seeing 
we  had  been  some  ten  hours  without  food,)  a  good  dinner  would  not  be 
thrown  away  upon  us,  and  it  was  therefore  with  very  comfortable  and 
satisfactory  feelings  that  we  concluded  our  dinner;  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  "  The  Admiral,"  (the  best  of  caterers,  the  most  skilful  concoctor 
ol  '  egg  nogs  "  and  the  like,  and  the  most  obliging  of  fellows,)  who  was 
gi  ig  with  us  to  the  Highlands  of  course,  we  commenced  the  discussion 
ol    be  first  bottle  of  the  '20  port,  and  our  future  plans. 

ifter  duly  consuming  our  quantum  of  port,  we  adjourned  on  board 
u    Nimrod,  lying  alongside  the  quay  at  the  top  of  the  harbour.    Here 
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we  found  no  end  of  bustle  apd  confusion,  the  carpenters  and  upholsterers 
were  harrying  on  their  work  in  order  to  iinish  to-night,  if  possible* 
Boys  with  baskets  full  of  every  condiment,  hampers  of  bottled  malt,  jars 
of  spirits,  and  dozens  of  wine,  covered  the  deck  aud  filled  the  cabins; 
there  was  fresh  meat  and  bread,  salt  meat  and  eggs,  these  latterly  the 
way  being  plentifully  laid  in,  so  as  to  give  "  The  Admiral "  every  scope 
in  the  production  of  his  celebrated  "  nogs;1'  and  really  it  is  a  sight  worth 
seeing  to  watch  him  retire  into  the  steward's  pantry,  and  there  surround 
himself  with  three  or  four  black  bottles,  two  or  three  jugs,  ten  or  twelve 
eggs,  and  "screws"  of  paper  innumerable,  (containing  spices,)  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  plates,  glasses,  tea  cups,  and  a  variety  of  other  parapher- 
nalia, preparatory  to  commencing  proceedings — "  cockfighting  is  a  fool 
to  it."  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  casting  of  the  charmed  bullet  in  "  Der 
Frescheutz;"  and  then  after  it  is  finished,  the  impressive  air  with  which 
he  re-enters  the  cabin,  with  the  "  result "  in  his  hand,  followed  by  the 
steward  in  solemn  procession,  with  the  glasses,  it  heightens  the  effect 
very  much,  and  increases  your  appreciation  of  the  "  nog/1  Bow  it  is 
made  I  don't  pretend  to  know,  as  *  The  Admiral '  makes  a  mystery  of 
his  mode  of  mixing  the  ingredients.  For,  tho'  we  often  press  him  to 
reveal  his  secret,  he  declines  positively,  putting  us  off  generally,  by  say- 
ing "  he  never  makes  it  the  same  way  twice!  that  it  is  morally  impos- 
sible to  lay  down  a  rule!  in  fact,  that  it  is  an  inspiration!" 

I  have  been  led  into  this  digression,  because,  by  way  of  keeping  us 
quiet,  "  The  Admiral  "  prevailed  on  us  to  retire  into  the  after-cabin  to 
be  out  of  the  way,  and  then  favoured  us  with  a  nog  apiece.  After 
which  we  left  him  to  expedite  matters  as  much  as  possible,  and  went 
ashore  again :  but,  before  leaving,  let  me  just  give  a  slight  sketch  of  the 
vessel. 

The  Nimrod  is  a  fine  little  cutter  of  40  tons  o.m,  full  and  broad  in 
the  beam,  yet  fine  withal  below  the  water-line;  a  first-rate  hardy  sea- 
boat,  and  able  to  take  her  part  in  any  weather;  a  fast  vessel  though  not 
a  racer,  being  rigged  with  a  due  regard  to  comfort;  consequently  when 
other  vessels  were  burying  themselves,  our  little  barkie  was  "  as  stiff  as 
a  crutch,  and  as  dry  as  a  bone." 

Her  accommodations  are  ample,  consisting  of  main-cabin  or  saloon,  13 
feet  wide;  good  after-cabin  with  two  berths;  state-room  for  myself  aft, 
and  one  forward;  steward's  pantry  and  berth;  and  (what  is  too  o'  n 
sacrificed,)  and  I  think  selfishly  so,)  an  unusually  large  and  airy  f.  >- 
castle  for  the  men.  We  who  go  out  only  now  and  then,  solely  for  pi  i- 
ture  may  surely  afford  to  give  some  thought  to  the  comfort  and  hea  ;h 
of  the  crew  who  work  the  vessel,  wet  or  fine,  fair  or  foul;  and  thoug    I 
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admit,  in  most  yachts  the  men  fare  far  better  than  in  many  merchantmen 
of  many  times  the  size,  yet  I  do  not  like  to  think  that  they  are  cramped 
and  uncomfortable,  while  aft  we  have  every  comfort  and  convenience. 
Treat  your  men  well,  and  depend  upon  it,  you'll  soon  find  your  advan- 
tage by  an  increased  attention  to  their  duty  and  your  pleasure;  more 
cheerful  and  willing  at  their  work,  they  wont  be  in  a  hurry  to  leave  you, 
and  mutual  confidence  and  goodwill  is  the  result.  There  is  nothing 
more  unpleasant  and  galling,  especially  if  you  have  friends  with  you, 
than  to  find,  when  you  are  returning  on  board,  after  a  run  ashore,  that 
two  or  three  of  the  crew  are  away,  no  one  knows  where  until  they  turn 
up  "  drunk  and  disorderly,"  one  by  one,  at  ail  hours  in  the  night  or 
rather  morning,  quarrelling  and  disturbing  all  hands.  Often  and  often 
have  I  seen  this,  but  with  a  properly  appointed  crew  of  good  men  and 
true,  well  paid  and  well  treated,  I  have  never  had  any  trouble,  and  after 
enjoying  oneself  ashore  you  find  the  gig  waiting  at  the  landing-place  at 
the  appointed  time;  tlie  watch  on  deck  alert,  every  thing  snug  and  com- 
fortable;— and  the  next  Saturday  night  you  order  the  steward  to  serve 
out  grog  to  the  forecastle,  to  drink  "  Sweethearts  and  Wives,"  with 
extra  satisfaction. 

But  unless  I  freshen  my  way  a  little  I  shall  never  get  fairly  afloat, 
suffice  it  to  say  therefore,  that  we  returned  to  the  "  Royal,"  where  we 
had  arranged  to  stay  for  the  night,  and  next  day,  after  paying  sundry 
u  duty"*  calls,  and  seeing  our  friends,  we  finally  established  ourselves  on 
board  the  gallant  Nimrod  at  noon  on  the  "glorious  18th  of  June."  Of 
course,  in  honor  of  the  day  we  were  obliged  to  remember  the  heroes  of 
Waterloo  in  champagne,  and  drink  success  to  our  cruise;  but  for  all  that 
die  morning's  tide  left  us  still  in  Douglas  harbour. 

We  have  got  a  step  nearer  tho'  as  we  have  all  our  traps  on  board, 
and  therefore  we  very  contentedly  strolled  about  the  place,  and  in  the 
evening  recollecting  an  invitation  to  a  tea-fight  we  had  accepted  con* 
ditionally,  we  suddenly  made  up  our  minds  to  go,  and  arrived  just  in 
time  to  assist  in  "  cloaking  the  ladies  "  and  say  good-night.  However 
we  made  something  by  our  motion,  for  a  sympathising  relation  gave  us 
an  infallible  receipt  for  preventing  sea-sickness,  whioh  I  regret  to  say  we 
did  not  fully  appreciate,  for  it  struck  us,  the  cure  was  even  worse  than 
the  disease;  and  at  any  rate  it  would  have  been  very  inconvenient  to 

y  the  least  of  it  to  have  attended  strictly  to  the  directions  for  three  or 
ir  weeks,  viz.  to  lay  perfectly  still,  with  the  head  low,  not  to  take  any 

ling  ho^  and  avoid  all  stimulants  and  solid  food ! 
At  last — we  are  onboard  in  earnest,  the  sails  uncoated  and  glistening 

a  the  moonlight;  the  boats  on  deck,  and  half-past  one  p.m.  sees  us 
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leisurely  dropping  out  of  the  harbour  in  tow  of  a  four-oared  harbour* 
boat;  breeze  light  from  E.S.E.,  and  a  pretty  considerable  swell  on. 
Round  the  pier  and  jetty  we  slowly  creep,  and  are  clear  of  the  harbour, 
so  "  Up  peak  and  throat,  sweat  on  the  jib  purchase,  my  lade!— Shore 
boat,  ahoy  I  cast  off  the  line  there. — Steward,  a  glass  of  grog  to  all 
bands."  And  now  we  really  are  fairly  off,  light  flaws  of  wind  cany  us 
clear  of  the  bay,  slipping  through  the  water  fast  with  the  assistance  of  a 
strong  flood  tide;  so  after  seeing  ourselves  off  Laxey  Head  and  setting*  the 
watch,  we  go  below  and  turn  in,  and  despite  of  the  novelty  of  our  first 
night  on  board  we  managed  to  lay  in  a  pretty  fair  amount  of  slumber. 

"  What's  the  meaning  of  this?  there's  a  nasty  roll   of  a  sea,  isn't 
there?  "  was  B         's  first  exclamation  on  awaking  next  morning. 

"  Oh  I  "  said  I,   "its  the  race  off  the  Mull  of  Galloway.     I  know  it 
well,  no  mistaking  this  spot;"  and  shuffling  on  my  dressing  gown   and 
slippers  I  went  on  deck,     "  Why  what  the  deuce  is  this  I — it  can't  be 
Douglas  bay  again ! "  but  so  indeed  it  was,  and  on  enquiry  it  appeared 
that,  altho'  we  had  the  night  previous  actually  got  as  far  as  Maughold 
Head,  the  wind  failing  and  the  tide  turning,  we  drifted  back  and  were 
once  more  where  we  started.     Determined  not  to  anchor  we  whistled 
vigorously  for  a  breeze  until  about  nine  o'clock,  when  our  perseverance 
was  rewarded,  and  at  noon  we  were  crossing    Ramsay  bay  with  a  nice 
leading  breeze  and  a  lovely  afternoon  before  us.     Being  now  sure  of  a 
departure  we  began  to  consider  how  we  were  to  beguile  our  time  and 
employ  ourselves,  for  spin  it  out  as  we  would,  breakfast,  dinner,  and 
supper  wont  last  for  ever;  but  we  could  settle  to  nothing  definite. 

I  always  notice  that  the  first  day  or  so  of  a  cruise,  we  are  very  restless, 
and  unable  to  give  our  attention  to  any  fixed  plan;  sometimes  rushing 
down  below  and  snatching  up  a  book  perhaps,  then  suddenly  impressed 
with  the  idea  there's  more  fun  on  deck;  now  seized  with  a  frantic  desire 
to  arrange  one's  wardrobe  and  other  traps  in  the  most  convenient  drawers 
and  lockers,  and  now  wishing  it  was  dinner  time:  but  one  settles  down 
in  a  short  time  and  everything  goes  on  regularly  and  pleasantly,  yet  not 
monotonously,  and  time  never  seems  to  hang  heavy  on  our  hands,  as 
some  men  fancy  it  must.  Certainly  one  does  get  into  rather  an  indolent 
habit  of  living,  in  fact  you  can  hardly  help  it,  and  on  a  fine  sunny  day 
at  sea  with  a  nice  breeze  and  pleasant  companions,  to  loll  on  the  clean 
white  deck  with  plenty  of  cushions  and  books,  is  the  perfection  of  lazy 
enjoyment. 

This  was  our  case  to-day,  for  we  basked  in  the  sun  "  laughed  and 
quaffed  and  drank  good  sherry,"  and  as  among  other  things,  we  had 
laid  in  a  quantity  of  fruit,  (not  having  the  fear  of  choleia  before  our 
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eyes,)  we  applied  ourselves  to  the  consumption  of  the  greater  portion, 
thereby  laying  the  foundation  of  a  severe  stomach-ache  apiece,  which 
gave  us  something  to  think  of,  most  of  the  night 

As  we  wished  to  make  the  most  of  the  breeze,  we  did  not  call  at 
Bamsay  as  we  passed,  but  we  observed  the  shipping  in  the  harbour  with 
their  flags  "  half-mast,"  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  harbour- 
master— Old  Charley  Vose.  He  was  a  decided  "  character'1  in  his  way, 
and  many  a  good  story  I  have  heard  of  and  from  him.  He  was  at  one 
tune  master  of  a  schooner  trading  between  Douglas  and  Liverpool,  and 
as  the  captain  of  the  Manx  steamer  was  an  old  friend  and  fellow  appren- 
tice of  his,  he  sometimes  gave  Charley  a  tow  out  of  the  harbour  and 
round  the  head.  Now  it  fell  out  one  day  that  this  affable  skipper  agreed 
as  usual  to  tow  Mr.  Vose  into  the  bay,  and  furthermore  to  lend  him, 
contrary  to  his  wont,  one  of  the  steamer's  hawsers  for  the  purpose. 

This  Charley  coiled  in  liberally  before  making  fast,  and  the  captain 
being  in  an  extra  good  humour  perhaps,  not  only  took  the  schooner  out 
into  the  bay,  but  some  three  or  four  miles  out  to  sea.  Then  came  the 
hail— '«  Schooner  ahoy,  cast  off  the  hawser  there !"  No  reply.  Again 
Vose  was  hailed,  but  deuce  the  bit  would  he  hear: — No,  he  had  "  the 
right  end  of  the  stick"  this  time;  the  hawser  was  a  new  and  valuable  one, 
and  he  knew  the  steamer's  people  would  be  loth  to  lose  it,  so  actually 
the  schooner  was  towed  half-way  across  to  Liverpool  before  the  captain, 
fairly  beaten  and  out  of  all  patience,  ordered  the  hawser  to  be  cut,  which 
was  done,  with  sundry  bad  expressions  and  improper  language  not  neces- 
sary to  repeat  here;  and  Charley  went  on  his  way  rejoicing,  having 
gained  many  hours  on  his  passage  and  30  or  40  fathoms  of  a  capital  new 

hawser. 

Much  did  we  wish  for  such  another  friend  as  Charley's  to  assist  us  on 
our  voyage  for  after  passing  the  Point  of  Ayr  and  sighting  the  Mull 
of  Galloway,  the  wavering  breeze,  unable  to  make  up  its  mind  whether 
to  blow  or  not,  finally  retired  for  the  night,  and  left  us  walloping  and 
rolling  in  the  very  Race  I  had  so  confidently  recognised  in  the  morning, 
so  we  went  to  bed  early  and  paid  as  much  attention  to  our  sleeping  as 
we  were  able. 

Friday  morning,  the  20th  of  June,  found  us  drifting  with  the  flood 
tide  towards  Corsewtll  Point,  with  as  little  prospect  of  a  breeze  as  the  day 
jre.  This  was  provoking  as  we  were  to  meet  our  consorts  at  Camp- 
own  to-day;  but  we  comforted  ourselves  with  thinking  that  the 
vailing  calm  would  prevent  them  making  that  place  much  before  us. 
5  had  also,  now  settled  down  into  our  regular  routine,  that  is,  we 
•e  content  with  anything  that  turned  up,  and  determined  to  take 
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things  easy.     What  a  lovely  morning  it  was,  how  quiet  and  smooth  and 
placid  everything  appeared,  it  was  only  by  observing  the  oily-looking' 
patches  on  the  glassy  water  that  we  saw  we  were  moving  at  all.     There 
is  something  peculiarly  pleasant  and  soothing  in  a  morning  like  this  as 
we  emerge  from  the  "  companion  "  to  sniff  the  morning  air,  and  have 
an  extemporaneous  "  douche  bath  "  on  deck.     The  sun  not  too  powerful 
as  yet,  is  making  the  deck  smoke,  end  the  sails  and  rigging  are  still  wet 
and  glittering  with  the  dew.     The  sea-parrots  and  divers,  generally  so 
"  perky  "  are  still  asleep,  or  else  too  lazy  to  move,  and  merely  raise  their 
heads  to  look  round  at  us  as  we  pass  within  a  few  yards  of  them,  (tho* 
some  of  the  more  "  early  birds  "  are  already  hovering  about  on  the  look 
out  lor  any  little  tit-bit  that  the  steward,  who  is  sitting  on  the  windlass 
forward,  preparing  the  fish,  just  caught,  for  breakfast,  may  throw  over- 
board,) while  further  in  shore  the  feint  echoes  of  the  sea-gulls'  cry  are 
strangely  blended  with  the  bleating  of  the  sheep,  and  the  lowing  of  the 
cows  on  the  hills,  and  are  very  suggestive  of  mutton  chops  and  fresh 
milk  for  breakfast:  (which  we  don't  get.)     The  morning  passed  lazily 
enough  as  we  lay  under  the  shade  of  Ailsa— 

"  As  idly  as  a  painted  ship,  upon  a  painted  ocean.*' 

Not  a  breath  out  of  the  heavens  had  we  all  day  to  waken  our  little  bark, 
which  was  fairly  "  boxing  the  compass,"  with  her  bowsprit  first  pointing; 
to  one  place  and  thea  another.  We  brought  up  the  rifles  to  have  a  shot 
or  two,  but  really  the  day  was  so  peaceful  and  still,  and  had  such  an  in- 
fluence upon  us,  besides  the  birds  were  so  confiding,  that  we  could  not 
make  up  our  minds  for  slaughter,  so  we  merely  took  a  crack  now  and 
then  at  those  great  snorting  beasts  the  "  herring-hogs, "  as  they  are 
called  about  here,  and  which  are  a  sort  of  grampus. 

At  last  the  evening's  tide  began  to  ebb,  and  had  we  allowed  it  to 
have  its  way  we  should  soon  have  been  carried  round  the  Mull  of  Can- 
tire,  whether  we  would  or  no,  so  it  was  "  Man  the  tackles  and'  out  gig 
to  tow  1"  Here  was  an  opportunity  for  exertion,  and  (tho' I  believe 
both  of  us  would  rather  have  staid  where  we  were,)  B—  and  I  gal- 
lantly volunteered  to  take  a  couple  of  the  oars,  ostensibly  by  way  of 
exercise,  but  really  with  an  idea  of  showing  how  we  could  pull,  he  espe- 
cially professing  to  be  a  crack  Oxford  oarsman. 

Really,  I  do  think  there  is  nothing  more  trying  to  a  fellow's  patic~  i 
than  this  "towing,"  however  good  tempered  he  may  be.  Here  we  h  i 
been  tugging  and  jerking  for  an  hour,  with  no  perceptible  effect,  exo  ; 
springing  an  oar  or  two  and  dragging  the  lazy  lump  of  a  yacht  into  I 
manner  of  zigzag  courses,  and  how  easy  and  comfortable  those  fell     i 
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hok  on  deck  there,  Fve  no  patience  with  them;  there  they  sit  as  if  there 
was  the  finest  breeze  in  the  world,  whilst  we- four  are  fretting  ourselves 
to  fiddle-strings,— besides,  all  the  beer  that  the  steward  so  carefully 
stowed  in  the  stern  sheets  of  the  gig  is  done  (I'm  afraid  we  were  rather 
too  prodigal  of  it  when  we  first  began)  and  if  we  sing  out  for  more  it 
will  look  like  giving  in, — so  for  the  honour  of  Oxford  "give  way"  and 
make  the  best  of  it.  Halloa  I  there's  a  ripple  stealing  over  the  water, 
see,  the  yacht's  pieking  us  up, — "  'vast  pulling  boys,  let  her  drop  along- 
side, jamp  aboard  and  hoist  the  boat  on  deck  again." 

What  a  pity  it  is  by  the  way,  jus$  as  we  were  getting  nicely  into 
stroke  that  the  breeze  should  come  and  interrupt  us.  However,  we 
mustn't  complain  (and  to  say  the  truth  we  didn't,  although  we  did  insist 
that  we  could  have  kept  it  up  for  two  or  three  hours  more.) 

As  the  sun  went  down  the  breeze  gradually  freshened,  and  we  were 
soon  bowling  along  in  a  style  that  was  the  more  exhilirating  after  the 
previous  calm.  The  water  was  pretty  smooth  too,  and  we  were  fast  closing 
in  with  the  land,  although  it  was  a  dead  beat  for  us  to  Campbeltown 
Loch.  The  sun  set  angry  and  threatening.  The  night  began  to  gather 
ap  in  dark  heavy  clouds,  and  the  soughing  of  the  wind  through  the 
rigging,  and  a  glance  at  the  sympiesometer  warned  us  to  lower  the  top- 
sail and  make  all  snug  for  the  increasing  wiud. ' 

An  hour  or  two  brought  us  up  to  Sana  Island,  the  bright  flashing 
light  upon  it  shewing  us  glimpses  every  now  and  then  of  the  black  iron 
hound  coast  as  we  boldly  stood  in,  with  a  confidence  we  should  have 
keen  very  chary  of  shewing  if  it  had  not  been  a  weather  shore. 

About  midnight  we  were  abreast  of  Deva  Island,  the  entrance  of 
Campbeltown  Lough,  and  here  it  took  all  our  eyes  to  look  out  for  the 
vumerous  fishing  boats  lying  at  anchor.  The  lighthouse  on  the  island 
just  built)  was  not  yet  lighted,  though  it  had  been  finished  some  time, 
lam  surprised  the  entrance  to  this  anchorage  has  been  left  so  long 
without  a  beacon,  as  the  want  of  it  must  have  been  much  felt ;  and  the 
entrance  to  the  blind  sound  is  most  deceptive,  to  vessels  coming  from 
the  southward  and  eastward,  being  to  all  appearances  a  fine  open  channel 
and  for  more  inviting  than  the  true  one,  but  has  not  more  than  three  or 
fear  feet,  and  hardly  that,  on  the  bar. 

The  town  of  Campbeltown  is  about  three  or  four  miles  from  Deva,  and 
v-^oached  by  a  narrow  and  winding  channel .  through  which  we  had  to 

>e  our  way  with  the  lead,  keeping  a  bright  look  out  for  the  buoys, 

il  at  lb.  a.m.  we  dropped  our  anchor  off  the  pier  in  6  fathoms, 

ed  the  sails  and  turned  in. 
had  not  been  in  bed  many  hours,  when  the  steward  came  to  tell 

ro.  3. — vol.  vi.  <* 


114  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

me  a  gentleman  wished  to  see  me,  and  on  going  into  the  main  cabin  I 

found  Mr.  R of  the  C— — (which,  with  the  A had  arrived  the 

night  before).     He  said  they  were  about  to  start  immediately  for  Islay 
haying  appointed  to  meet  a  friend  there,  and  as  I  had  to  engage  a 
pilot,   &c.,  it  was  arranged  that  I  was  to  follow  them  to  the  island  o* 
Taxa  where  they  would  wait  for  me.     However,  (as  I  predicted)   the 

weather  was  too  bad  to  go  round  the  Mull  and  both  the  C and  A 

wisely  remained  at  anchor.  Strong  wind  and  heavy  rain  lasted  all  day. 
Campbeltown  looked  dreary  enough  as  we  "slopped"  about  the  place 
purchasing  sundry  necessaries  and  luxuries.     In   the  evening  we  were 

enlivened  by  a  visit  from  a  Captain  M ,  an  old  navy  man,  who  had 

turned  whisky  distiller,  and  who  certainly  sang  Dibden's  songs  bettet 
than  any  man  I  ever  heard,  except  Old  Braham.     The  owners  of  the 

C and  A also  dropped  in  to  supper,  and  we  were  therefore 

enabled  to  give  all.  due  honour  to  the  regular  Saturday  nights  toast— 
"  Sweethearts  and  wives1'. 

Sunday  morning  was  wet  and  blustering  again.  We  were  greatly 
afraid  the  weather  had  broken,  and  that  we  were  in  for  a  regular  spell 
of  it.  There  was  no  inducement  to  go  on  shore,  and  as  we  carried,  a 
chaplain  we  had  service  on  board.  In  the  afternoon  the  weather  cleared 
up  and  the  wind  abated.  A  yacht  was  reported  coming  through  the 
Sound,  which  turned  out  to  be  the  Orion,  the  R.N.Y.C.  Club  yacht, 
with  '  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  After  leaving  a  card  B.  and 
I  went  on  board  the  C  to  dinner  where  we  had  the  pleasure  of 

making  the  acquaintance  of  the  owner's  lady.  Certainly  the  C  id 
the  perfection  of  a  vessel :  without  a  rival  as  to  speed,  (as  she  has  since 
proved  by  winning  every  race  she  started  for)  the  magnificence  of  her 
furniture  and  fittings  and  the  style  of  her  accommodations  altogether 
are  unique,  and  I  may  safely  say  she  can  challenge  comparison  on. 
any  point  with  any  vessel  afloat.  Her  worthy  owner  and  Mrs.  B.  are 
the  most  hospitable  of  people,  and  their  kindness  on  all  occasions 
contributed  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  cruise  through- 
out. 

At  4  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  a  lovely  bright  day  as  need  be, 
Campbeltown  harbour  was  echoing  the  sharp  click  click  of  the  wind- 
lasses of  the  three  yachts;  ourselves  being  the  first  to  get  underway 
(with  a  nice  little  air  from  S.W.)  in  company  with  a  lot  of  greasy  I 
ing  boats  and  tubby  old  coasters  working  to  windward  like  so  many  1 
stacks. 

When  outside  Deva  thr  sheets  were  eased  up,  and  we  laid  our  con     i 
through  the  Sc  rod  of  Sar  a  for  the  Mull.     In  a  skort  time  on  came  '    > 
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»,  and  I  think  I  never  saw  a  prettier  sight  in  my  life,  as  she  gra- 
dually overhauled  as  with  all  her  big  canvas  set,  every  stitch  drawing, 
and  lying  gracefully  over  to  the  breeze,  she  scarcely  appeared  to  dis- 
tvb  the  water,  so  easy  was  her  progress. 

We  soon  gained  the  somewhat  dreaded  Mull  of  Cantire,  but  the  sea 
**s  as  smooth  as  a  lake,  and  we  stood  on  for  the  Isle  of  Taxa,  where  we 
arrived  about  lOh.  a.m.  Here  we  were  all  hove  to,  as  R ,  our  com- 
modore, had  gone  ashore  for  a  friend,  a  Mr.  G  ,  who  proved  a  very 
pleasant  acquisition  to  our  little  party.  We  had  plenty  of  sport, — fisti- 
ng, and  at  noon  we  were  all  again  underway.  The  breeze  is  failing  us 
However,  and  we  are  not  making  much  progress:  our  large  topsail  is 
doing  all  the  work,  and  he's  not  breaking  his  back  over  it,  but  what's 
the  odds,  we  were  in  no  hurry,  and  there's  plenty  to  see  and  enjoy. 

Our  plan  being  to  anchor  every  night  if  practicable,  and  our  pilot  sug- 
gesting a  small  bay  in  Jura,  near  the  Small  Isles,  we  signalled  after 
dinner  to  the  C— -,  *•  Where  shall  we  anchor?"  on  which  she  lowered 
a  boat  and  R  coming  on  board,  the  bay  abovenamed  was  agreed  on, 

and  we  as  pilot  were  requested  to  "  lead  in,"  which  we  did  after  an 

exciting  race  with  the  A ,  for  it  was  stem  and  stem  for  some  miles, 

— now  the   A  getting  ahead,  as  the  breeze  lulled,  and  now  the 

Nimrod  as  she  caught  the  puffs  off  the  high  land.  We  were  all  an- 
chored before  dark  within  a  few  fathoms  of  each  other  in  a  snug  little 
green  bay  (Lullimuns  or  Lowland). 

We  Nimrods  turned  in  early,  intending  to  be  up  "  with  the  anchor  " 
next  morning  so  as  not  to  miss  any  of  the  scenery.  It  was  past  seven 
however  before  we  were  up,  and  we  had  been  underway  some  three  or 
four  hours,  but  when  we  did  come  on  deck  we  blamed  ourselves  ex- 
tremely for  being  so  lazy,  and  missing  so  much  lovely  scenery,  and  only 
eased  our  minds  by  blaming  the  steward  for  not  calling  us  earlier;  and 
toade  the  most  of  the  landscape  before  us,  which  was  really  magnificent. 

The  Island  of  Kerrera  lay  before  us — on  the  port  hand  the  dark 
frowning  mountains  of  Mull,  and  on  the  other  the  mainland  of  Argyle- 
ahire.  Having  a  fine  leading  breeze,  we  were  reeling  off  close  upon  9 
knots,  and  as  we  opened  bay  after  bay,  and  headland  after  headland, 
(beautifully  wooded  down  to  the  very  water's  edge,)  I  thought  the 
beauty  of  such  scenery  could  not  be  surpassed,  certainly  I  never  saw  any 
li     it  before. 

Ye  went  foaming  and  roaring  through  the  Sound  of  Kerrera,  our 
(  torts  lying  over  pretty  considerably  to  the  squalls  off  the  high  lands. 
<  ig  below  to  breakfast  was  out  of  the  question  when  we  had  so  much 
t     «,  (tho'  it  was  eleven  o'clock,)  but  we  were  well  content  to  postpone 
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it,  and  were  further  rewarded  on  arriving  at  Oban  a  short  time  after  bj 
finding  a  shoal  of  boats,  which  surrounded  us  the  moment  we  had  let  go 
our  "mud-hook,"  offering  fresh  trout  and  salmon  for  sale;  so  we 
breakfast  and  luncheon  into  one,  and  to  increase  our  satisfaction  we 
ceived  a  whole  budget  of  letters  from  home. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  strolling  about  the  place  and  looking  up 
the  lions.  A  nice  little  place  is  Oban,  and  beautifully  situated;  and  tho* 
"slow  "  no  doubt,  for  a  continuance,  it  was  lively  enough  to-day,  with 
the  numerous  tourists  who  had  made  the  place  their  head-quarters,  it 
being  a  very  convenient  starting  point  to  the  various  places  of  interest 
in  the  Highlands. 

In  the  evening,  after  dinner  we  made  a  party  to  walk  to  Loch  Etire 
and  Dunstaffnage  Castle,  formerly,  as  we  are  informed,  a  royal  residence, 
but  certainly  at  the  present  time  by  no  means  a  desirable  abode,  and  one 
Her  Majesty  would  rather  object  to  exchange  for  Balmoral,  1  fancy. 
The  magnificent  view  however  may  challenge  comparison  with  any  other, 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  rain  (of  course)  came  down  in  torrents  it 
did  not  damp  our  appreciation  of  the  scene. 

We  had  to  cross  Loch  Etive  to  Dunstaffnage  by  boat,  and  the  ferry- 
man told  us  of  a  melancholy  event  that  had  occurred  only  the  day  be- 
fore at  this  very  place.  A  younger  brother  of  Sir  Angus  Campbell 
(whose  seat  is  close  by,)  had  occasion  to  cross  the  ferry,  taking  with  him 
hiS'Servant,  who,  by  the  way,  was  strangely  averse  to  going,  and  nothing 
was  known  of  them  until  next  day  when  the  boat  was  discovered,  keel 
up,  and  after  some  searching,  the  body  of  the  servant;  but  up  the  time 
we  were  there,  the  unfortunate  young  Campbell  had  never  been  heard 
of,  and  indeed  the  boatman  told  us  that  unless  found  immediately,  there 
would  be  no  chance  of  the  body  ever  being  recovered. 

He  was,  as  I  understood  one  of  two  sons  of  Lady  Campbell,  an  especial 
favorite  among  the  people  about,  and  as  may  be  imagined  in  ibis  land 
of  clanship,  the  lamentation  was  general  and  sincere. 

The  boat  no  doubt  had  been  upset  in  one  of  the  sudden  squalls  that 
rush  so  furiously  down  the  mountain  gullies,  and  is  another  sad  instance 
of  the  danger  of  small  sailing  boats  in  these  lochs. 

The  story  told  most  feelingly,  as  it  was,  by  the  Highlander,  an  old 
servant  of  the  family,  on  the  very  spot  itself,  (and  to  us  now,  a  more 
gloomy  or  cheerless  one  can  hardly  be  imagined,)  could  not  fail  to  L  e 
its  effect,  and  we  returned  to  Oban  in  certainly  a  more  subdued  i  d 
melancholy  mood  than  we  came,  as  we  pictured  to  ourselves  the  wido  d 
mother  in  the  midst  of  that  dreary  solitude  behind  us,  and  I  may  '  i- 
ture  to  say  all  our  party  felt  for  some  days,  the  influence  of  that  sad  sfc    r. 

Tb  be  continued.) 
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A  YACHTSMAN'S  VALENTINE. 

To  Jane  W  *  •  *  •  *in  Ireland. 

I 
Were  roamed  the  world  together, 

Among  Antartic  islet, 
In  frowns,  and  gloomy  weather, 

In  sunshine,  and  in  smiles. 

2 
We're  trod  a  pleasant  measure, 

On  many  a  tropic  night, — 
And  walked  and  talked  with  pleasure, 

When  ice- bergs  were  in  sight. 

8 
But  evil  tongues  were  round  us, 

They  leered,  and  whispered  low, 

And  pride  or  prudence  bound  us 

To  seem  each  other's  foe. 

4 
'TIS  sad  to  think  the  scorner, 

Could  fetter  hearts  so  free, 

For  in  mine  there  was  no  corner, 

That  would  harbour  harm  to  thee. 

5 
But  when  at  last  we  landed, 

And  they  were  scattered  far, 

Thy  brows  again  expanded. 

And,  we  were — aB  now  we  are. 

6 
For  different  realms  we  parted, 

Thou  for  thy  father  land, 

And  I,  once  more  lone-hearted, 

For  Afric's  burning  strand. 

7 
Since  then  I  often  wander, 

In  my  thoughts  from  those  around, 

On  that  royage  and  thee,  to  ponder, 

When  we  were  outward  bound. 

8 
Whate'er  have  been  thy  sorrows 

Between  those  days  and  this, 

May  he  who  gilds  our  morrows, 

Bequite  them  all  with  bliss. 

9 
And  if  I  soon  may  greet  thee, 

I  care  not  where  it  be, 

On  any  land  111  meet  thee, 

Or — "  Far,  far,  upon  the  sea." 
London,  14<a  Feb.,  1857.  Ajiookaut. 
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PART  IV. 

Mr.  Fairholm,  (while  preparing  hid  work  "Scripture  Geology")  made 
some  very  interesting  remarks. 

I  have  conversed  with  old  fishermen  who  remember  the  cliff  at  Broad- 
stairs  nearly  one  hundred  feet  further  out,  in  a  sufficient  projection  to 
shelter  (he  harbour  in  south-west  gales.     The  sea  wears  it  into  arches. 
About  the  year  1826,  one  of  these  formed  a  cool  retreat  from  the  heat 
of  the  sun  at  low  water,  and  added  much  to  the  romantic  appearance 
of  Broadstairs'  bathing  sands  ;  but  three  years  afterwards  it  was  washed 
away  in  a  heavy  gale,  aud   the  land  must  have  lost  considerably  at  the 
same  time:  thus  it  is  easy  to  foretell  that,  without  an  artificial  break- 
water is  run  out  to  the  beacon,  Broadstairs  harbour  in  fifty  years  will  be 
quite  open  to  south-west  gales,  and  afford  no  shelter  whatever.     And  we 
may  also  perceive  that  the  sea  is  encroaching  in  lieu  of  receding,  along 
the  whole  of  this  line  of  coast.     The  shrine  of  our  Lady,  and  the  broad- 
stairs leading  up  to  it,  are  washed  away,  and  the  mariner  no  longer  lowers 
his  sails  in  token  of  salutation  and  religious  devotion  as  he  passes.     At 
Kingsgate  the  arch  formerly  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew  is  gone.     The 
public-house  which,  in  the  memory  of  persons  now  living,  had  a  garden 
in  front,  and  a  carriage  road  past,  now  exhibits  a  very  singular  spectacle; 
the  front  of  the  house  is  gone,  and  the  part  remaining  peers  over  the 
precipice  as  if  anxious  to  follow  its  better  half  into  the  world  of  waters: 
1850  not  a  vestage  now  remains. 

If  then,  our  own  age  shows  us  the  remains  of  antiquity  melting  away 
around  us  upon  our  coast,  while  in  other  countries,  not  far  distant,  islands 
and  volcanoes  rise  into  existence,  and  cities  are  devastated  by  the  con- 
vulsions of  nature,  reflection  should  teach  us  not  to  be  too  sceptical  as  to 
the  traditions  of  our  fathers;  and  we  will  now,  for  our  amusement, 
consider  the  accounts  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us  relative  to  the 
Godwin  Sands. 

The  Belgic  writers  assert  that  Godwin's  Isle  was  swallowed  up  r 
the  sea.  It  is  also  a  very  curious  fact  that  some  of  our  own  historic  3 
cavil  about  the  elevation  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  thus  confirm  ii  * 
great  measure  oral  tradition.  Mr.  Lewis  writes  "  I  differ  from  Bax.  r 
the  author  of  the  Glossarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicum,  where  t   > 
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learned  author  names  the  island  thus: — *  Pro-Tamatide  Sue  Taniatides, 
deberet  esse  Tanatines,  Vel  Tanch  Inis,  quod  est  Infera  Insula.9  (The 
Inferior  or  Low  Island).  On  the  contrary,"  adds  Mr.  Lewis,  "our  old 
historians  call  it  Ruochim  Inis,  or  the  Richboro'  Island;  and  assures  us 
that  this  was  the  name  given  it  by  the  Britons:  Ninius  calleth  it  Taneth." 
But  why  should  the  Britons  call  this  island  the  Low  Island,  when  it  is 
well  known  to  be  high  land,  and  that  its  cliffs  are  visible  to  our  neigh- 
bours on  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel.  Mr.  Lewis  forms  a  very 
natural  conclusion  here,  for  Thauet  never  could  have  been  named  Infera 
Insula,  or  Low  Island;  but  it  increases  the  probability  that  it  was  called 
Teneth.  Teneth,  from  the  fire  beacons  then  said  to  exist  upon  its  hills, 
while  the  Infera  Iusula,  or  Low  Island;  was  the  Godwin's  Isle  so  des- 
cribed by  Camden  and  others.  The  isle  was  fruitful,  and  had  good  pas- 
tures situated  lower  than  Thanet,  from  which  there  was  a  passage  for 
three  or  four  miles  by  boat.  Again  "Without  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
eastward  before  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  lies  a  long  shelf  of  quick  sands, 
where,  in  the  year  1097,  an  island  belonging  to  Earl  Godwin  was  swal- 
lowed up,  according  to  our  annals." 

Some  of  the  early  writers  in  describing  our  coast,  mention  two  distinct 
islands  near,  or  forming  the  mouth  of  the  Portus  Rutupium,  and  Caesar 
himself  describes  the  place  of  his  anchorage  as  embayed,  and  distinctly 
states  that  his  galleys  rowed  into  an  estuary,  where  they  made  good 
their  lauding,  and  afterwards  entrenched  themselves  by  constructing  the 
Crbe  Rutupia,  or  Rich  borough.     Now,  had  the  Godwin  Sands  been 
under  water,  and  the  sea  laving  along  the  shore  of  Richborough,  it  must 
have  been  an  open  road  without  any  shelter,  and  if  he  rowed   into  an 
estuary,  he  must  have  gone  some  miles  beyond  that  poiut;  but  historians 
whose  writings  mention  the  existence  of  Tanatos,  or  Low  Island,  could 
not  allude  to  Thanet,  which  is  surrounded  by  chalky  cliffs  of  considera- 
ble altitude.     The  Low  Island  must  have  been  the  estate,  afterwards 
Earl  Godwin's  domains,  and  now  the  Godwin  Sands ;  and  that  many 
other  islands  of  this  kind  existed  in  the  Northern  Ocean,  we  have  the 
testimony  of  most  respectable  writers.     Marcus  Flaminius,  when  por- 
traying disasters,  which  befel  the  fleet  of  Germanicus,  after  leaving  the 
river  Amicia,  on  the  Breman  Coast,  thus  expresses  himself:  "a  wide  and 
unknown  sea  was  before  us;  around  were  hostile  shores,  or  uninhabited 
i    *nds,  3fC.n     There  are  no  islands  but  the  solitary  rock  of  Heligoland, 
i    present  in  the  North  Sea  upon  that  coast;  but  the  Belgic  traditions, 
i     ak  of  a  cluster  of  islands  which  were  inhabited,  and  that  a  terrible 
l    mdation  of  the  sea  destroyed  them,  together  with  several  others  upon 
1    ^  coast  of  Britain,  and  that  some  thousands  of  the  miserable  natives, 
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were  succoured  by  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  colonised  in  Britain.  Aa 
to  the  sea  receding  from  our  coast,  because  it  encroached  upon  theirs,  it 
is  a  ridiculous  and  confined  idea.  m 

Earl  Godwin,  it  appears,  was  a  sea  king,  and  a  desperate  warrior;  and 
the  number  of  depredations  laid  to  his  charge,  has  led  some  to  suppose 
that  there  were  two  or  more  earls  of  that  name  Xn^uccessive  generations. 
The  palace  of  the  King  of  Kent  was  burnt  down  by  Earl  Godwin,  m  his 
attack  upon  the  town  of  Milton,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor; 
and  we  also  find  an  Earl  Godwin,  with  his  son  attacking  Hythe,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  II.,  and  carrying  away  and  destroying  all  the  vessels 
lying  in  the  roads.     This  could  not  be  the  same  person  who  so  treache- 
rously occasioned  the  murder  of  Alfred,  brother  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
and  of  whose  tragical  end,  while  feasting  at  that  monarch's  table,  history 
has  given  so  interesting  an  account.     We  find  that  the  first  earl  men- 
tinned,  retired  into  Denmark,  to  mature  his  plans,  when  in  difficulties: 
hence  it  maybe  presumed  the  herald  is  correct  in  denying  his  ignoble 
extraction;  and  that  the  Earl  Godwins,  were  a  race  of  piratical  and 
powerful  chieftains,  to  appease  and  conciliate  whom  the   Saxon   kings 
granted  lands,  and  bestowed  appointments  of  trust  and  confidence.  They 
had  always  great  power  and  influence  at  sea.     The  tower  in  Dover 
Castle,  built  by  one  of  them  who  was  guardian  of  the  ports,  still  retains 
his  name;  but  that  he,  or  any  of  his  family,  should  have  a  sand  in  per- 
petuity is  not  probable.     No  honour  or  emolument  could  have  been 
derived  from  such  a  circumstance. 

History  being  so  vague  and  unsatisfactory  on  this  subject,  no  reliance 
can  be  placed  upon  it,  some  ascribing  the  changes  which  took  place  upon 
our  coast  to  Eld  ward's  reign,  a  few  years  previous  to  the  Norman  eon* 
quest,  and  others  declaring  that  it  was  during  the  life  of  William  Rufus, 
the  second  king  of  the  Norman  line:  both  accounts  may  be  partially 
correct;  the  bland  might  have  been  rendered  untenable  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  totally  destroyed  in  the  second. 

An  old,  and  very  curious  tradition,  has  been  handed  down  through 
successive  generations,  and  is  often  repeated  as  a  tale  to  puzzle,  and  fill 
the  minds  of  children  and  peasants  with  conjectures,  namely: — That  the 
erection  of  Tenterden  church  was  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Godwin  Sands.  The  story  is  related  in  a  variety  of  ways,  but  treating 
it  as  a  fable,  the  following  is  the  favorite  and  the  most  amusing  legem 
«■  Earl  Godwin,  in  one  of  his  predatory  excursions,  had  penetrated  j  > 
the  weald  of  Kent,  which  was  at  that  time  a  thinly  inhabited  and  woe  ' 
country.  Here  he  was  placed  in  great  jeopardy  by  a  superior  force ;  s  , 
lying  in  concealment,  made  a  vow,  that  should  he  return  in  safety,     » 
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would  erect  a  steeple  at  Tenterden,  to  the  honour  of  the  holy  saints  :— 
that  he  being  a  vacillating  believer,  neglected  to  fulfil  his  vow,  and  that 
the  vengeance  of  heaven  was  inflicted  upon  him  for  his  sins,  in  the  de- 
struction of  his  sea-girt  domains."  Such  was  the  monkish  legend  to 
impose  upon  the  credulous  and  superstitions.  Another  version  was  of  a 
very  opposite  tendency;  that  "  anxious  to  fulfil  his  sacred  pledge,  he 
neglected  the  dams  and  sea-walls  of  his  island,  which  thus,  in  an  over- 
whelming tempest,  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  destroying  elements." 
Treating  them  both  as  matters  of  conjecture,  still  they  prove  that  our 
ancestors  believed  that  such  an  island  had  been  in  existence;  and,  as  the 
former  was  the  most  amusing,  I  have  rendered  into  verse  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  my  youthful  friends,  who  may,  in  mature  age,  cultivate  a 
fondness  for  intellectual  pursuits,  from  an  association  of  the  ideas  which 
interested  them  in  their  youth. 

The  sparkling  mead,  with  riot  crown'd, 

Beams  high  in  Godwin's  Hall; 
The  chieftain's  lofty  roofs  resound 

With  triumph,  shout,  and  brawL 

The  bold  sea-rovers,  there  reclin'd 

Their  daring  prowess  boast, 
Whose  unfurl' d  pennon  to  the  wind 

Oft  awed  the  nieghhouring  coast 

And  all  was  joy  and  revelrie 

Around  the  feudal  board, 
When  stranger  sounds  of  minstrelsie 

A  silence  deep  restored. 

Unseen  the  bands  which  touched  the  chord, 

By  holy  music  flU'd, 
Whose  weD  known  strains,  to  Godwin's  lord, 

His  heart  with  horror  thrilled: 

"Break  we  the  feast!— my  minstrel  slain 
In  battle  by  my  side; 
foul  perjured  vows  awake  the  strain, 
Which  with  him  there  had  died." 

The  music  ceased,  the  clan  dupers'd, 

Their  several  dwellings  sought; 
The  chieftain's  anxious  mind  rehears'd 

That  vow  with  horror  fraught. 

(yerwhelmed  with  grief;  his  couch  he  press'd 

His  heart  with  anguish  riven; 
Deep  wrongs,  to  man  had  stain'd  his  breast, 

His  faith  was  broke  with  heaven. 

>.  3.— vol.  tn.  * 
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Prophetic  fears,  and  haggard  sleep, 

Around  his  pillow  form 
Such  ahades  af  rest  beneath  the  deep, 

Or  rise  upon  the  storm. 

The  tempest  comes— its  midnight  roar 
fell  on  the  warrior's  ear, 

The  bursting  surge  assault  the  shore, 
Strange  voices  ride  the  air. 

As  noises  from  some  found'ring  craft, 
The j  sigh  upon  the  gale; 

Bat  to  Earl  Godwin's  soul  is  waft 
Their  melancholy  haUL 

M  Rise,  valiant  Earl!  whose  daring  arm 

The  power  of  man  defied; 
The  northern  spirits  ride  the  storm! 
Now  be  thy  prowess  tried! 

Thy  plighted  faith  to  mortal  man 
Hath  ofttimes  been  forsworn  * 

Now  rise!  the  might  of  hearen  to  scan, 
Despairing  and  forlorn. 

Thy  plighted  faith  at  Tenterden, 
Was  not  to  Oden*  given ; 

When,  ambush'd  in  the  forest  glen. 
That  tow  arose  to  hearen. 

Thou  to  a  righteous  God  appealed, 
And  thy  new  faith  was  tried ; 

Hie  mighty  arm  was  there  revealed — 
Thy  steel  with  crimson  dyed. 

When  beaming  in  the  doubtful  fight 

His  angel  rescue  came, 
What  was  thy  promise  to  his  might? 

What  to  enhance  his  fame? 

In  yon  fair  realm  a  beauteous  spire 
With  pious  zeal  to  raise, 

And  found  of  holy  mass,  a  choir, 
Incessant  to  his  praise. 

In  this  sea-girt  domain  to  place 
His  cross  upon  the  strand, 

That  there  thy  Tassels  should  embrace 
His  ever  just  command. 

Thy  heart,  with  pious  fervour  then 

Invoked  the  awful  form, 
The  dreaded  scourge  of  feithless  men, 

The  angel  of  the  storm. 

*  God  of  the  Saxons. 
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Behold,  I  come!  the  'whelming  seat 

Beneath  my  footsteps  roar ; 
Hark!  fearful  sound!— thy  destiny's 

lfr  more!  Fair  Isle,  no  more! 

A  dreadful  shadow  points  thy  doom, 

Thy  day  of  glory's  past; 
To  wandering  barks  henceforth  a  tomb, 

Where  sailors  shriek  their  last" 

Amazed,  Earl  Godwin  starts  from  sleep, 

While  horrors  round  him  close; 
Too  true  the  visions  of  the  deep 

Which  broke  on  his  repose. 

Haste!  Kan  the  barks!  the  tocsin  ring! 

A  deluge  pours  around; 
The  billows  o'er  the  ramparts  spring, 

And  burst  abore  the  mound. 

Hoarse  shouts  are  heard  along  the  strand — 

Lasmch! — Launch!    The  storm-sail  try! 
Resistless  seas  invade  the  land! 

Haste!  to  the  vessel  fly! 

Swift  to  the  islands  leeward  side, 

Borne  by  his  vassal  band, 
Earl  Godwin  launches  o'er  the  tide, 

And  quits  his  father's  land. 

Amazed  he  sees  through  shades  of  night, 

His  ruined  castle  fall; 
And  when  the  morn  revealed  tbe'Jight, 

No  trace  of  bulwark'd  wall. 

Too  late,  he  cries!  my  broken  vows, 

The  ruined  fields  deform; 
No  more  shall  rovers  there  carouse, 

And  shelter  from  the  storm. 

On  Stour*s  fair  banks  retired  he  dwelt, 

And  found  a  refuge  there; 
And  daily  with  contrition  knelt 

In  penitence  and  prayer. 

Then  let  our  children's  children  learn 

A  Holy  God  to  fear 
Whose  jealous  ire  will  ever  burn 

If  vows  are  not  sincere. 


Joch  is  the  traditionary  legend  of  Earl  Godwin  ;  but  of  what  date 
i  n  the  historian  ?  That  we  cannot  determine  :  the  Danish  as  well 
i     British  and  Belgic  history  makes  the  Earl  a  companion  of  Canute, 
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leading  the  Anglo-Saxons  to  the  protection  of  Denmark  when  invaded 
by  the  Swedes  ;  and  the  circumstances  already  mentioned  of  his  prowess 
as  far  down  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  cover  a  lapse  of  nearly  two  cen- 
turies. Here,  then,  we  leave  it  to  the  researches  of  our  Antiquarian 
friends  ;  in  their  comparisons  of  historical  records  with  tradition,  and  of 
the  probable  causes  which  have  produced  natural  effects,  which  are  still 
open  to  investigation,  tbey  will  have  a  fund  of  amusement. 

Leaving  the  Godwin  Sauds  we  find  an  effectual  barrier  to  the  sea, 
as  respects  any  common  cause,  in  the  chalky  clifls  between  Broadstairs 
and  Margate.  Mer-gate  was  certainly  very  properly  named,  for,  by  an 
inspection  of  the  chart,  it  will  be  found  to  be  completely  open  to  the 
German  Ocean  for  an  extent  of  many  hundred  miles,  and  our  Norman 
conquerors  doubtless  called  it  the  Sea-gate  from  that  circumstance.  It 
has  suffered  very  much  from  tempestuous  weather,  agreeable  to  its 
history,  the  dates  of  which  in  the  Cinque  Port  records  shew  it  to  have 
been  a  considerable  place  for  many  centuries,  and  its  geographical 
position  with  London  and  the  Thames  gave  it  great  advantages  previous 
to  the  introduction  of  steam  navigation. 

The  prevailing  winds  in  these  latitudes  are  from  south  to  west,  A 
sailing  vessel  leaving  London  had  a  weather  shore  and  smooth  water 
all  the  voyage  to  Margate,  but  the  moment  she  opened  the  North  Fore- 
land her  farther  progress  was  against  both  wind  and  tide  upon  flowing 
water,  and  thus  Margate  was  for  a  long  period  the  metropolis  of  the 
Isle  of  Thanet  to  the  citizens  of  London,  and  the  public  spirit  of  it* 
inhabitants  was  proverbial. 

The  promontory  called  the  Nose  (or  Naze) — a  familiar  term  with  the 
northern  nations  for  a  headland,  as,  for  instance,  the  Naze  of  Norway, 
and  others,  is  by  us  called  the  Long  Nose,  or  North  Foreland,  and  we 
consider  it  the  point  forming  the  entrance  to  our  uoble  rivers,  the 
Thames  and  Medway  ;  and  shaping  a  westerly  course  from  this  along 
the  land,  we  soon  arrive  off  the  Recalvers,  in  a  most  intricate  and  in- 
teresting navigation.  We  will  now  examine  a  little  more  closely  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  here  upon  the  site  of  the  ancient  Re- 
gulbium  of  the  Romans.  This  then  was  the  northern  entrance  of  the 
channel  which,  according  to  the  best  accredited  historians,  Bede,  Soiittos, 
and  others,  was  three  miles  wide,  and  is  stated  by  Antoninus,  Tacit'— 
and  Ammianus  Marcellinus  to  have  been  defended  by  a  castle,  simi 
in  its  construction  to  Richborough. 

I  have  already  described  in  a  former  page  the  nature  and  appearan 
of  the  embankment  thrown  into  the  mouth  of  the  Wantsumn  or  Rid 
borough  channel,  and  mentioned  the  Reculver  Rock,  or  Regulbinm 
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the  Romans,  where  tradition  states  the  Saxon  kings  occasionally  dwelt, 
and  that  the  Romans,  before  them,  had  a  mint  and  armoury  :  part  of 
this  rock  has  been  seen  at  very  low  tides  daring  the  last  century,  and 
has  been  described  as  a  platorium  of  solid  masonry.  Stormy  weather 
washes  np  Roman  coin,  and  broken  pottery  ;  fragments  of  warlike 
accoutrements,  &c.  This  favours  the  opinion  of  some  awful  catastrophe, 
as  no  people  would  allow  their  riches  and  utensils  to  be  buried  in  the 
waters,  who  had  time  and  opportunity  to  withdraw  them.  The  sea  then 
has  converted  this  renowned  fortress  into  a  sunken  rock — advanced  upon 
the  shore  and  taken  away  dwelling-houses— -exposed  the  half-claimed 
graves  of  our  ancestors,  whose  remains  protrude  from  the  bank  and 
church-yard  of  Reculverj,  and  would  have  taken  the  sister  spires  them- 
serves,  but  for  the  care  of  the  elder  brethren  of  the  Trinity  House ;  and 
yet  while  our  historians  in  one  page  admit  all  this,  in  the  next  they  tell 
us  of  a  recession  of  the  waters  at  the  same  place.  They  have  rejected 
the  traditions  of  our  ancestors,  to  reconcile  easy  and  received  opinions, 
and  neglected  to  examine  into  natural  effects,  which  (as  certainly  as  the 
water  will  find  its  level)  confront  them  in  proof  of  the  testimony  of  our 
forefathers,  and  their  decided,  though  romantic,  oral  traditions. 

Could  they  invent  these  ?  Why  then  are  the  villages  thus  named, 
which  are  now  miles  from  the  sea  ? — holding  up  to  perpetual  remem- 
brance, water-wades,  wickes  or  arms,  roadsteads,  bridges,  and  causeways. 
Let  us  now  go  afloat,  and  examine  those  parts  which  have  become  sands 
and  shoals  in  like  manner  with  the  Godwin.  In  recent  explorations  by 
divers  these  remains  are  said  to  be  prostrated  uniformly  in  the  same 
direction  as  if  swept  down  by  the  pressure  of  a  flood,  bursting  suddenly 
in  upon  them.  Some  historians  tell  us  that  the  Sisters,  or  Reculvers, 
were  originally  three  miles  from  the  sea,'  and  all  admit  that  they  must 
have  been  a  considerable  distance.  That  which  was  once  land,  in 
advance  of  them,  is  certainly  very  singularly  named.  It  appears  curious 
that  the  sands  should  be  called  The  Horse,  The  Last,  The  Woolpack, 
The  Hook,  The  Land,  The  Whitstable  street,  &c.,  &c.  What  does 
tradition  say  of  these  ?  The  Horse  was  the  horse-market ;  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Scheldt  there  is  a  similar  shoal  called  the  Piedmart,  or 
hone-market,  and  recorded  in  history  to  have  once  been  such.  The 
woo!pack  was  the  ground  on  which  the  article  was  deposited,  in  ex- 

Age  for  the  produce  brought  by  the  Norksmen,  which,  agreeably  to 
present  custom  of  their  country,  was  measured  out  by  the  last,  or 

ible  ton.     The  Hook,  when  the  mouth  of  the  Wantsumn  existed, 

_  aid  be  very  similarly  situated  to  other  points  of  land  thus  named  ;  as 

instance,  the  Heuk  or  Hook  of  Holland.     What  are  we  to  infer 
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from  the  every  day  assertion  we  meet  with  ?  Those  vessels  are,  or 
thai  vessel  is,  going  overland;  it  astonishes  landsmen,  but  seamen, 
from  habit,  take  no  note  of  it. 

The  long  flat  called  the  Land,  having  from  four  to  sis  feet  only  upon 
it  at  low  water,  was  an  extensive  pasture}  extending  from  the  Shepway 
or  Sheepway,  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river  Medway,  and  the  rising 
ground  was  covered  with  forest  trees.  Beautiful  petrefactions  and  fossils 
of  which  were  dredged  up  for  many  years,  and  by  a  peculiar  process 
converted  into  Roman  cement.  When  a  terrible  inundation  swept  away 
these  fertile  sheepways,  or  sheepwalks,  and  the  rising  point  of  the  island 
itself,  it  was  natural  enough  that  our  ancestors  should  say,  when  their 
first  keels  crossed  it,  "  We  are  sailing  or  going  over  land,"  or  that  which 
was  once  land,  and  thus  it  is  likely  to  be  called  through  sucaeeding  ages. 
Whit-staple,  or  White-staple,  now  Whitstable,  was  a  town  in  the  en- 
trance of  a  haven,  formed  by  the  influx  of  the  sea  to  the  river  Swale* 
and  called  Favers-hatnm,  or  Faversham,  now  an  inland  town,  but  time 
immemorial  a  limb  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  The  sand  called  Whitstable* 
street,  was  the  site  of  the  old  town  of  Whitstable,  which,  according  to 
tradition,  was  swallowed  up  by  the  sea,  in  like  manner  with  Hastings, 
Winchelsea,  and  others ; — and  here  let  us  once  more  observe  the  impos- 
sibility, that  the  levels  of  Sheepy,  and  the  street  of  Whitstable,  should 
remain  under  water  while  a  recession  of  the  sea  took  place  in  the  sister 
Isle  of  Thanet.  It  is  here  worth  while  to  contemplate  the  usual  effectr 
of  earthquakes  as  observed  in  recent  convulsions  in  other  parts  of  the 
globe. 

I  have  before  noticed  that  agreeably  with  my  own  observations  upon 
Consul  Reade's  estate  in  the   Azores  (St.  Mechials,)  the  undulations 
remained,  and  the  features  of  the  surface  were  those  of  waves  in  an 
agitated  sea.     What  had  been  a  mound  was  a  hollow,  and  what  had 
been  a  hollow  was  a  mound,  where  a  subsidence  had  taken  place  the 
contigious  surface  was  raised  in  wave-like  uniformity,  and  this  is  supposed 
to  have  taken  place  in  Holland  when  the  islands  were  submerged,  of 
which  the  little  Rock  of  Heligoland  is  the  only  relic.     The  adjacent 
estuaries  were  raised;  the  industry  of  the  Saxon  race  secured  them  by 
embankments  and  canals,  and  in  a  few  centuries  the  abode  of  eels  and 
Crustacea  became  a  powerful  kingdom.     Von  Humboldt  in  his  Cosmo* 
justly  observes  "  The  boundaries  of  sea  and  land,  of  fluids  and  solids  i» 
thus  variously  and  frequently  changed;  plains  have  undergone  oscillate- 
movements,  being  alternately  elevated  and  depressed. "     "  Thus  in  f 
lowing  phcenomena  in  their  mutual  dependence,  we  are  led  from  tl 
consideration  of  the  forces  acting  in  the  interior  of  the  earth,  to  tho 
which  cause  eruption*  on  its  surface.** 
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Ths  northern  yachtsmen  are  peculiarly  fortunate  in  their  cruising  ground 
about  the  Clyde,  for  no  matter  how  it  blows,  large  or  small  yachts  can 
always  make  good  weather  of  it  in  these  sheltered  waters.  You  may 
start  on  a  cruise  tiros  any  port  in  the  Clyde  and  anchor  in  a  fresh  place 
every  night,  smooth  water,  no  danger  but  what  you  may  see,  and  as  for 
varied  scenery  it  may  challenge  Great  Britain. 

We  had  a  boisterous  day  on  Saturday  the  5th  of  July,  when  we 
started  for  Loch  Fyne,  rain  and  wind,  and  a  dead  beat  before  us,  but  we 
made  the  craft  snug  under  a  two-reef  mainsail  and  second  jib,  and  were 
soon  through  the  Kyles  of  Bute  and  round  Lament  Point,  into  the  open. 
The  ladies  having  now  become  excellent  sailors,  quietly  employed  them- 
selves below  with  their  needles  despite  the  heavy  squalls  that  sometimes 
heeled  us  over  nearly  gunwale  under,  and  by  the  time  our  usual  dinner 
hour  had  arrived  we.  were  running  with  a  free  sheet  past  the  Point  of 
Otter,  and  up  Loch  Fyne,— our  little  consort  the  S  preceding  us  as 
pilot.  Passing  Otter  Point,  the  breadth  of  Loch  Fyne  contracts  to  two 
or  three  miles,  inclining  slightly  eastward,  and  the  scenery  becomes  tamer 
until  approaching  Inverary  when  it  again  expands  into  a  lovely  bay, 
surrounded  by  vast  mountains,  and  is,  as  Sir  Walter  Scott  describes  it, 
"one  of  the  grandest  scenes  in  nature." 

This  Loch  though  perhaps  the  finest  in  point  of  wooded  scenery,  of 
the  sea  lochs,  is  without  doubt  not  over  safe,  for  more  than  once  I  ob- 
served our  mast  buckling  as  if  it  would  go  over  the  side,  and  we  had  to 
lower  the  foresail  and  trice  up  the  tack  repeatedly.  Each  gully  has  its 
own  particular  squall,  you  carry  on  through  one,  the  sails  flap  idly 
against  the  mast,  and  then  another  vicious  gust  roars  suddenly  upon  you 
and  down  goes  the  barkie  again,  till  you  hare  the  whole  lee  side  of  the 
deck  floating  before  she  gathers  way  again. 

Night  was  nut  closing  in  on  us  as  we  sailed  up  the  last  reach  of  the 
Lake,  and  it  was  10  o'clock  before  we  brought  up  opposite  the  town  of 
Inverary;  its  glittering  lights  being  our  only  beacon  as  we  glided  into  the 
dark  shade  of  Dunnaquoich.  The  breeie  had  now  departed  leaving 
a  soft  balmy  air,  and  we  reluctantly  left  the  deck  and  retired  at  last, 
«"4ing  it  was  morning. 

like  arriving  at  a  new  place  at  night  above  all  things,  to  don  my 
<     *>og  g°wn  •*  bradc  of  day,  and  quietly  steal  up  the  companion,  he- 
i       any  one  is  stirring,  so  as  to  hare  the  deck  to  myself  for  a  time,— 
first  glimpse  of  a  place  is  everything  in  my  opinion. 

*  Continued  from  page  77. 
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My  earliest  impression  of  Inverary  on  Sunday  morning  was  that, 
without  exception  it  was  one  of  the  sweetest  spots  a  man  could  well  fix 
upon  to  end  his  days  in;  hut  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  a  subsequent 
acquaintance  with  the  town  itself,  altho'  it  is  a  royal  burgh,  induced 
me  to  modify  my  opinion  in  some  measure.  The  present  castle  of  Inve- 
rary was  begun  by  Duke  Archibald  in  1745,  and  tho'  to  my  taste  not 
a  very  sightly  pile,  yet  the  blue  stone  it  is  built  of,  harmonises  well  with 
the  dark  woods  which  surround  it,  and  with  the  bridge  of  the  Aray, 
immediately  below,  it  forms  a  very  striking  picture.  We  were  content 
with  viewing  the  hill  of  Dunnaquoich  from  a  distance  tho9 1  believe  the 
ascent  is  not  difficult,  and  the  prospect  from  the  watch  tower  in  the 
summit  must  be  very  fine. 

This  tower  stands  in  the  place  of  the  gibbet  mentioned  in  the  "Le- 
gend of  Montrose"  on  which  hung  five  dead  bodies,  two  of  which  from 
their  dress  seemed  to  have  been  Lowlanders,  and  the  other  three  were 
muffled  in  their  Highland  plaids — a  spectacle  apparently  of  too  ordinary 
occurrence  to  have  much  interest  for  the  inhabitants  at  large  :  the  guide 
describing  them  to  be  three  gentlemen  caterans — *'  God  sain  them  (cross- 
ing himself) — twa  Sassenach  bits  o'  bodies  that  wadna  do  something 
that  Maooallummore  bade  them/9 

Inverary  is  surrounded  by  some  of  the  finest  forest  trees  that  I  ever 
saw,  they  clothe  the  margin  of  the  lake  for  miles  round,  completely- 
refuting,  by  the  bye,  Dr.  Johnson's  rather  ill-natured  remark  that  "there 
wasn't  enough  timber  in  all  Scotland  to  make  a  wooden  leg." 

As  may  be  imagined  an  early  breakfast  was  quickly  dispatched,  and 
we  were  soon  landed  at  the  little  pier  and  commenced  our  survey.  This 
being  Sunday  morning,  however,  we  went  to  the  Scotch  kirk,  and  were 
treated  to  a  sermon  about  two  hours  long — I  can  speak  for  one  of  the 
party  being  thoroughly  tired  of  it,  and  longing  to  be  out  and  away  in 
the  fresh  green  woods  and  fields  :  the  sun  moreover  was  shining  in  a 
most  tantalising  manner  through  the  windows  and  on  (he  waving 
branches  directly  opposite  me  :  but  the  preacher  was  relentless, 

"  We  could  not  move  for  his  eye  was  upon  us.*' 
At  length  we  were  allowed  to  depart,  and  were  soon  roaming  through 
the  magnificent  avenue  of  trees,  than  which,  I  never  saw  a  finer. 

At  noon  next  day  we  chartered  a  carriage  to  drive  to  Loch  Aw* 
notwithstanding  it  was  pouring  with  rain,  but  the  ladies  nothing  daunts 
determined  to  go,  and  collecting  all  the  available  waterproofs,  we  mad 
a  start    I  have  noticed  more  than  once,  that  ladies  are  more  energetic 
in  sight-seeing  than  many  yachtsmen  that  I  know. 

The  first  part  of  the  road  to  Loch  Awe  (and  which  was  first  mad, 
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by  General  Wade,  though  subsequently  of  course  much  improved,)  is 
very  barren  and  rugged,  and  comparatively  uninteresting  for  the  first 
six  miles,  but  this  very  lack  of  beauty  enhances  the  effect  of  the  match- 
less prospect  that  opens  out  on  the  beholder  all  at  once  on  surmounting 
the  ascent  of  Glen  Aray,  it  is  worth  a  pilgrimage  of  a  1000  miles  to 
feast  ones  eyes  on  the  panorama  that  lies  before  you.  The  vale  of 
Orchy  with  the  river  Awe,  now  swollen  to  its-utmost,  the  hills  of  Morven, 
Loch  Awe  with  its  richly  wooded  banks,  and  the  lofty  Cruachan  Ben, 
towering  above  all.  This  has  been  long  known  as  "  Burke's  view"  from 
having  so  vividly  impressed  the  author  of  the  Essay  on  the  "  Sublime 
and  Beautiful*'  with  its  matchless  beauty. 

Loch  Awe,  in  the  district  of  Lome  is  30  miles  in  length,  and  for 
about  two  thirds  of  its  length  is  often  less  than  a  mile  in  width  ;  but  at 
Cladich  where  we  staid  to  dine  it  widens  considerably,  and  is  studded 
with  small  islands  (the  largest  one,  Innishail  meaning  literally  Isle  of 
Beauty,)  which  are  the  resort  of  vast  numbers  of  sea-gulls  and  other  wild 
fowls  who  find  here  sheltered  breeding  places  for  their  young. 

Of  course  in  these  wild  solitudes  where  the  love  of  the  marvellous  is 
fostered  by  the  natives,  young  and.  old,  every  island  and  crag  has  its 
legend,  but  these  we  could  not  stay  to  hear.  I  met  with  an  old  friend 
however,  in  the  shape  of  the  "  Legend  of  Coalchairn  Castle,"  or  the 
"  Castle  of  the  Rock"  at  the  head  of  Loch  Awe. 

"  One  of  the  lairds  of  Kilchurn,  (a  Campbell  I  believe,)  went  to  Pales- 
tine, his  ladye  was  fair,  and  a  neighbouring  chief  having  murdered  all  the 
messengers  sent  by  Campbell  to  his  ladye,  persuaded  the  latter  she  was 
a  widow,  and  won  her  over  to  wed  him.  The  Christian  knight  having 
been  warned  in  a  dream,  returned  to  Loch  Awe  just  in  the  nick  of  time, 
and  disguised  as  a  palmer  from  the  Holy  Land,  penetrated  to  the  hall 
where  the  clans  were  assembled  for  the  nuptial  feast  of  the  morrow, 
claimed  the  *  guest's  cup '  but  refused  to  take  it  from  any  hand  but 
the  lady  8,  and  on  returning  the  emptied  cup  he  dropt  therein  a  ring. 
Of  course  he  was  instantly  recognised  by  his  astonished  spouse,  and  the 
traitor  baron  was  ignominiously  kicked  out ;  a  striking  exemplification 
of  die  old  adage,  '  there's  many  a  slip  between  tbe  cup  and  the  lip.' " 

The  weather  continuing  so  unfavourable,  we  returned  to  Inverary 

-nunediately  after  dinner,  and  got  on  board  the  yacht  about  6h.  p.m., 

he  wind,  which  had  been  gradually  increasing  since  morning,  was  now 

settling  into  a  hard  gale  from  N.W.,  the  waters  of  the  loch  looked  black 

wd  gloomy,  and  even  in  the  short  pull  we  had  from  the  pier,  the'  heavy 

quails  dashed  the  water  in  whirling  eddies  over  us,  and  only  that  we 

"ere  wet  through  already,  would  have  been  sufficiently  uncomfortable. 

wo.  3. — VOL.  VI.  8 
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We  found  our  little  vessel  straining  and  jerking  at  her  anchors  as  if  she 
would  hurst  her  chain,  but  I  warped  her  up  to  a  mooring  buoy,  shackled 
the  chain  to  it  and  made  all  snug  and  secure  ;  the  short  crisp  seas  pro- 
duced that  quick  uneasy  motion  of  a  small  vessel  at  anchor,  and  every 
thing  was  creaking  and  straining,  while  high  above  all,  could  be  heard 
the  mournful  rushing  of  the  blast  through  the  rigging.  It  was  therefore 
with  a  very  comfortable  sense  of  security  that  we  went  below,  and  con- 
gratulated ourselves  on  being  fast  to  a  good  mooring,  instead  61  thrash- 
ing it  out  at  sea,  on  such  a  night,  and  in  such  a  gale  :  (which  as  we 
afterwards  learnt  was.  very  severe  in  the  Irish  Channel,  especially  about 
Dublin  Bay,  being  the  cause  of  several  wrecks.) 

Although  it  was  anything  but  pleasant  on  deck,  I  could  not  resist 
remaining  there  to  see  the  sun  set,  and  a  wild  sight  it  was  ;  the  hard 
yellow  glare  struggling  through  the  watery  clouds,  was  tipping  each 
mountain,  and  lighting  up  valley  after  valley  with  strange  and  ever 
varying  effects  ;  while  the  dark  shadowy  bay  itself  was  thickly  sprinkled 
with  numerous  little  specks  of  fishing  boats,  beating  up  to  the  harbour 
with  the  merest  rag  of  canvas  set,  and  as  each  little  vessel  carries  »  light 
on  the  fere-stay  they  looked  like  so  many  "  Will-o'-the-  Wisps"  flitting 
about. 

These  boats  are  remarkably  fine  little  craft,  sides  round  as  an  apple,  and 
an  air  of  smartness  about  them  I  never  see  in  any  other  fishing  boats  ; 
they  are  all  scraped  bright  and  varnished,  their  tanned  mainsails  set 
like  cards,  and  they  have  the  high  peak  common  to  all  the  Scotch  cutters 
and  yachts.  I  never  met  a  Southern  yachtsman  or  skipper  who  Hked 
the  high  peak :  but  I  am  sure  it  is  a  for  better  sail  for  standing  than  the 
square-headed,  as  the  gaff  cannot  "  sag  to  leeward"  half  so  much,  and 
I  certainly  never  saw  vessels  that  could  look  to  windward  with  the 
Scotch  yachts. 

However,  I  must  not  now  enter  into  a  dissertation  on  the  respective 
merits  of  Scotch  and  English  boats,  or  the  cut  of  canvas,  but  I'm  much 
mistaken  if  we  shall  not  yet  see  this  season  a  right  good  sea-going 
match  between  them,  each  country  represented  by  a  new  clipper,  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  I  shall  back  the  Soot  and  Willie  Fyfe  against 
all  the  South. 

On  Tuesday  the  8th  of  July,  although  the  weather  was  still  wild  and 
stormy,  we  commenced  "  making  tracks"  homewards,  and  at  7h.  A. v. 
we  slipped  from  the  buoy  with  a  three-reefed  mainsail,  reefed  foresail, 
and  second  jib  ;  we  had  but  a  coarse  time  of  it  working  to  windward, 
and  although  we  hove  to  off  Minard  during  breakfast,  we  passed  the 
Point  of  Otter  before  I  Oh.,  when  our  course  became  more  free  and  W3 
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got  the  true  breeze.  Now  we  bowled  along  merrily,  reeling  off  full  10 
knots.  The  sun  came  oat  and  so  did  the  ladies,  and  all  the  discomforts 
of  the  morning  were  forgotten.  Our  party  too  was  here  joined  by  three 
or  four  grampusses,  who  kept  us  company  and  tried  "  rate  of  sailing" 
with  us  for  at  least  10  miles,  in  the  most  affable  manner,  never  farther 
from  us  than  a  boat  hook's  length;  and  as  they  darted  along  we  could 
see  their  bright  little  eye*  winking  and  blinking  at  us  as  if  they  quite 
enjoyed  the  race.  We  offered  them  biscuits  and  meat,  but  they  had 
no  time  to  stop,  and  with  a  snort  and  a  kick  they  would  dive  under  us 
and  come  up  on  the  other  side  as  lively  as  crickets.  We  were  very 
sorry  to  part  with  our  scaly  friends,  but  having  done  the  civil  thing  by 
'  escorting  us  as  far  as  Lamont  Point,  and  another  vessel  just  coming  in 
sight,  about  a  mile  off,  they  sculled  off  to  pay  their  respects,  and  we 
saw  no  more  of  them. 

We  entered  the  Kyles  of  Bute  about  12h.  when  our  fight  against 
wind  and  tide  recommenced*  I  thought  I  had  seen  a  squall  or  two, 
and  was  pretty  well  acquainted  with  all  their  different  varieties  by  this 
time,  but  1  had  my  eyes  opened  rather,  before  we  were  half  way  to  the 
Narrows,  for  I  certainly  never,  either  before  or  since,  met  with  anything 
like  the  baffling  nature  of  the  winds  that  pounced  upon  us  from  every 
point  of  the  compass,  at  the  same  time  almost.  I  could  see  a  squall 
racing  towards  us,  tearing  up  the  sea  like  a  water  spout,  and  then,  when 
close  alongside  of  us,  it  would  suddenly  vanish;  we  did  not  know  on 
which  side  the  wind  might  take  us ;  every  sheet  had  to  be  carefully 
tended,  and  strange  and  improbable  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  an  absolute 
fact  that  at  one  time,  as  we  were  on  the  starboard  tack,  a  squall  laying 
us  over  on  our  beam  ends  nearly,  in  a  moment  we  were  struck  by  another 
from  the  hills  on  the  other  side,  which  put  us  on  an  even  keel  again  ! 

The  tide  was  strong  against  us  and  we  made  absolutely  nothing  for 
an  hour  or  more,  and  several  times  I  was  on  the  point  of  giving  it  up, 
and  going  round  the  Isle  of  Bute,  only  that  one  never  likes  to  be  beaten; 
but  at  last  as  the  tide  got  slacker  we  managed  to  get  as  far  as  the  Nar- 
rows, and  the  wind  here  drawing  down  Loch  Striven,  we  were  enabled 
to  weather  the  Burnt  islands,  and  then  for  the  last  time  eased  up  the 
sheets,  and  were  soon  flying  before  the  wind  and  sea;  and  at  3h.  p.m. 
anchored  in  Rothsay  Bay  once  more. 

As  the  wind  was  right  into  the  anchorage  it  raised  a  nasty  roll  of  a 
sea,  whioh  prevented  our  getting  on  shore,  unless  we  chose  to  risk  a 
ducking,  so  we  remained  where  we  were,  and  retired  early  to  bed. 

(  To  be  continued.) 
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THE  SEABIRD'S  SONG. 


[Written  expressly  for  Hunt's  Yachting  Magazine.] 


O'er  the  bounding  spray,  I  lore  to  roam, 
With  the  boiling  surge,  my  ocean  home, 
Where  the  breaker  white  with  foaming  crest, 
Splashes  the  cliff  where  abides  my  nest; 
Or,  the  tumbling  billow  with  hollow  roar, 
Wakes  th'  echoing  caves  of  the  lonely  shore. 

In  the  storm  I  delight  with  my  faithful  bride 

'Neath  the  rolling  wave  my  caress  to  hide, 

In  the  calm,  majestic  I  skim  along, 

Nor  scared  by  the  sailor's  joyous  song; 

And  at  night  when  the  moonbeams  kiss  the  wave, 

I  dive  and  peep  at  the  mermaid's  cave. 

0,  the  stormfiend'8  rage  matters  nought  to  me, 
For  I  gambol  and  sport  on  the  foaming  sea, 
Where  the  waves  dash  high,  and  the  shattered  prow 
Of  the  noble  bark,  as  she  founders  now, 
For  a  moment  is  seen  to  rise  on  the  ware, 
And  then  is  engulph'd  in  a  fathomless  grave. 

O,  my  life  is  a  merry  and  heedless  one* 
My  wings  are  unfetter'd,  I  bask  in  the  sun, 
While  his  beams  descend  beneath  the  wave, 
To  cast  a  dim  light  o'er  the  mariner's  grave. 
Then  let  the  sea  be  convulsed  or  still, 
I  ever  will  roam  at  my  own  free  will. 
By  the  moon's  pale  light,  or  the  sun's  bright  ray, 
I'll  sport  free  as  air  o'er  the  bounding  spray. 

C.  F.  Chubb. 


COLLISION  AT  SEA. 

We  are  induced  to  notice  this  subject  from  the  mystery  that  hangs  over 
it,  and  the  dreadful  uncertainty  of  the  fate  of  one  of  the  vessels  con* 
cerned.  We  have  traversed  the  seas  in  different  latitudes  but  thank 
Providence  we  never  met  with  a  collision.  And  it  seems  almost  a  fable 
even  to  suppose  that  two  vessels  should  come  into  such  close  quarters  as 
are  described  below  yet  hold  no  communication.  They  metr*-they 
parted— unheeded  and  unknown,  save  a  surmise  that  a  vessel  seen  in  the 
distance  might  have  been  the  one  that  fouled  the  Great  Western. 
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The  paragraph  which  we  copy  from  the  Times  is  unsatisfactory,  and 
we  hope  that  the  arrival  of  the  unknown  into  port  will  clear  up  the 
myatery.  We  do  not  impute  any  blame  to  the  captain  of  the  Great 
Western ;  yet  it  would  have  been  a  great  relief  to  the  mind  if  the  name 
and  condition  of  the  vessel  had  been  ascertained. 

"  The  New  York  and  Liverpool  packet  ship  Great  Western,  Capt.  Furber, 
had  arrived  at  New  York  in  a  crippled  condition,  having  been  run  into  during 
a  very  dark  night  by  a  vessel,  name  unknown.    The  ship  was  by  the  wind, 
with  a  good  breeze,  and  the  passengers  (emigrants)  were  below  in  their 
berths,  when  all  of  a  sudden  the  bowsprit  of  a  large  ship  was  seen  through 
the  darkness ;  Capt.  Furber  saw  the  apparition,  but  had  only  time  to  utter 
a  loud  command  for  every  man  to  take  care  of  himself  when  the  crash 
followed.    The  stranger  came  quartering  on  to  the   Great  Western  from 
forward,  striking  her  exactly  amidships  on  the  starboard  side,  her  bowsprit 
first  encountering  the  mainmast,  which  was  broken  into  four  pieces,  and 
carried  over  the  weather  rail,  the  main  topmast  coming  down  endwise  and 
passing  through  the  deck  on  the  starboard  side,  breaking  off  a  deck  beam  in 
its  descent,  and  ripping  up  the  planks  of  the  deck  for  a  space  of  10  feet ; 
the  yards  and  everything  attached  to  the  mainmast  fell  like  an  avalanche  of 
wrecked  matter  on  the  deck,  together  with  the  mizen- topmast  and  its  yards. 
The  ship's  side  was  badly  crushed  in  above  the  lower  deck,  four  of  the  heavy 
beams  were  broken,  with  all  the  carlins  between.     The  deck  was  ripped  up, 
and  the  whole  topwork  amidships  received  a  terrible  shock.     Strange  to  say 
not  a  person  was  killed  amid  this  fearful  crash.    A  woman  and  five  children 
slept  in  the  berths  directly  under  where  the  topmast  penetrated  the  deck, 
but  they  were  not  harmed.     A  spare  mainyard,  which  lay  fore  and  aft  along 
the  waterways,  inside  of  strong  timber  heads,  was  broken  off,  and  no  doubt 
prevented  a  worse  disaster  to  the  side  of  the  ship.     Not  a  word  was  ex- 
changed between  the  vessels,  and  the  unknown  ship  swung  clear,  leaving  the 
fragments  of  her  head  work  upon  the  decks  of  the  Great  Western.    The 
wreck  was  cleared  away  as  soon  as  possible,  the  topmast  being  sawed  in 
two,  and  the  lower  half  left  between  decks.    The  holes  in  the  side  and  on 
deck  were  covered  with  boards  and  canvas  to  keep  out  the  sea,  and  the 
foiling  rain  and  snow.    The  next  morning  Captain  Furber  saw  a  ship  without 
a  bowsprit  and  cutwater,  which  he  judged  to  be  the  ship  that  had  run  into 
them.     The  ship  displayed  her  numbers,  but  there  being  little  wind  to  blow 
them  out,  he  could  not  make  them  out." 


LOSS  OF  THE  YACHT  WATER  WYVERN. 

It  is   with  great  regret  that  we  have  to  announce  the  total  loss  of  this  fine 

vessel,  the  property  of  J.  E.  Stopford,  Esq.,  Vice-corn,  of  the  R.W.Y.C.  of 

Ireland,  and  Managing  Director  of  the  Royal  Irish  Fisheries  Company, 

which  took  place  on  Friday  the  6th.  of  February.    She  sailed  from  Kingstown 
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on  Saturday  the  24th  of  January,  at  6h.  30m.  p.m.,  under  three  reefed  main- 
Bail,  reefed  fore-sail,  and  4th  jib,  blowing  a  fresh  gale  at  N.N.E.  At  9h. 
30m.  she  was  off  Glassgorman,  the  gale  rising  rapidly,  with  a  very  heavy  sea 
on,  when  she  was  got  under  a  close  reefed  storm  trysail  and  storm  jib.  On 
Sunday  25th.,  she  was  off  the  Tuskar  at  2h.  a.m.,  and  made  Kinsale  Harbour 
at  2h.  p.m.  At  7h.  30m.  on  Monday  26th.  she  sailed  again,  and  at  2h.  p.m. 
rounded  Cape  Clear  in  the  midst  of  a  very  heavy  gale,  and  reached  Bere- 
haven  at  Oh.  p.m.  Leaving  Berehaven  on  Wednesday,  4th.  she  encountered 
a  series  of  heavy  gales,  accompanied  with  sleet,  snow  and  rain. 

At  8h.  p.m.,  on  Wednesday  evening  she  made  the  west  end  of  the  Blasket 
Island,  and  was  hove  to  in  a  thick  fog  with  her  head  E.S.E.,  she  could  not 
make  out  the  entrance  to  Ventry  harbour,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  the 
weather.  At  llh.  30m.  p.m.,  bore  away  and  made  the  Point  of  Ventry, 
where  she  came  to  an  anchor.  She  got  underway  again  at  2h.  a.m.  on 
Thursday  morning  under  double  reefed  main-sail,  and  passed  through  the 
Inner  Sound  of  the  Blaskets  with  a  fair  wind,  at  W.S.W.  At  12h.  there  was 
a  very  heavy  gale  as  she  was  crossing  the  Shannon's  mouth,  when  she  took 
in  the  mainsail,  and  set  single  reefed  trysail  and  storm  jib.  At  8h.  p.m.  she 
made  Blackhead  during  a  strong  gale  and  dense  fog,  rounded  to  under  the 
Head,  and  let  go  in  9  fathoms.  At  10b.  p.m.,  the  weather  moderated  con- 
siderably, when  she  hove  up  her  anchor  and  reached  away  to  the  northward 
through  the  fishing  fleet. 

At  4h.  a.m.  on  Friday  morning  bore  away  for  Galway  Roads,  and  at  6h. 
with  the  weather  thick  and  heavy,  she  struck  the  outlying  reef  of  rocks  to 
the  westward  of  Mutton  island.  Everything  that  skill  and  seamanship  could 
do  was  tried  to  get  her  off;  the  captain  of  the  Amphitrite  and  his  crew,  with 
the  crews  of  the  Royal  Irish  Fisheries  Company's  vessels,  lent  prompt  and 
praiseworthy  assistance,  but  in  vain.  During  the  day  the  gale  again  rose, 
accompanied  by  a  very  heavy  sea,  and  at  3h.  p.m.  she  became  a  total  wreck. 

Great  regret  has  been  expressed  at  the  loss  of  this  fine  yacht,  as  there 
is  no  yachtsman  more  deservedly  esteemed  and  respected  than  her  excellent 
owner,  whose  exertions  for  the  last  seven  years  to  develop  and  extend  the 
fisheries  of  Ireland  are  too  well  known  to  need  any  comment  from  us,  and 
which,  at  length  we  are  glad  to  perceive  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. 

The  Water  Wyvern  was  the  victor  in  many  a  hard-sailed  match,  fand  a 
splendid  sea  boat,  having  for  several  years  been  cruising  on  the  western  coast, 
where  she  weathered  many  a  strong  gale. — BeW*  Life. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  February,  after  the  ordinary  business  was 
concluded,  the  Hon.  Secretary  Mr.  Chubb  rose  and  said  that  at  the  previous 
meeting  his  friend,  Mr.  Fenner,  had  suggested  that  some  communication  of  a 
friendly  nature  should  be  opened  with  their  late  Commodore  Dr.  Berncastle, 
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who  was  now  President  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club.  Mr.  Fenner  had  en- 
trusted the  matter  to  him  (Mr.  Chubb)  to  consider  the  best  *>rm  of  resolu- 
tion to  be  submitted  to  the  Club,  and  in  Mr.  Fenner*s  absence  be  would  read 
the  resolution  he  proposed  to  forward  to  their  late  Commodore.  He  believed 
all  the  Members  had  read  in  "  Hunts  Yachting  Magazine"  for  January  last 
an  account  of  the  First  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Members  of  the  Sydney  Yacht 
Club,  presided  over  by  Dr.  Berncastle ;  and  the  spirit  evinced  by  him  in  that 
Club  was  the  same  as  of  yore,  and  would  tend  to  make  that  Club  great,  as 
it  had  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  believed  that  Club  numbered  amongst  its 
members  some  of  the  oldest  of  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Club,  and  it  would  be 
pleasing  to  them  to  feel  that  though  the  seas  divided  them,  the  sympathies 
of  their  fellow  yachtsmen  were  wafted  over  to  cheer  them  on  their  course, 
and  he  begged  to  propose  the  following  resolution  :— 

M  That  the  Members  of  the  P.  W.Y.C.,  read  with  much  pleasure  the  report 
of  the  First  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club  presided  over  by  Dr. 
Berncastle,  late  Commodore  of  the  P.W.Y.C.,  and  beg  to  congratulate  the 
Members  of  the  Club  on  the  success  it  has  already  attained ;  and  that  this 
Club  desires  their  old  and  esteemed  friend  Dr.  B.  to  convey  to  the  Members 
of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club  the  good  wishes  of  this  Club  for  its  continued 
prosperity,  with  an  earnest  desire  that  should  at  any  time  any  Members  of 
the  Sydney  Yacht  Club  be  in  London  they  will  honour  the  Club  Meetings 
of  the  P.W.Y.C,  with  their  company,  and  a  hearty  welcome  shall  be  extended 
to  them ;  and  this  Club  embraces  the  opportunity  of  conveying  to  Dr. 
Berncastle  their  best  wishes  for  his  continued  health  and  prosperity." 

This  being  seconded  by  Dr.  Bain,  and  spoken  in  favour  of  by  Mr.  Legg, 
was  carried  unanimously,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  and 
forwarded  in  due  course. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  permanent  club-room  is  now  fully  prepared  for  the  accommodation  of 
members,  and  as  the  subscription  for  its  daily  use,  provided  with  newspapers, 
periodicals,  and  attendants,  is  only  one  guinea  per  annum.,  we  u  calculate  " 
the  majority  of  the  club  members  will  become  subscribers  thereto. 


;'s  locker* 

Nobth  Coast  op  Ibslard. 

Douglas,  Isle  of  Man. 
Mb.  Editor. — Perhaps  some  of  the  bolder  spirits  of  your  contributors 
would  kindly  follow  up  the  example  of  Mi.  Berncastle,  and  H.  B.  and  give  us 
the  benefit  of  their  experience  in  a  Log  to  the  City  of  the  Fishes  (Galway) 
round  the  north  coast  of  Ireland.  The  R.  W.Y.C.  holding  forth  the  induce- 
ment of  a  splendid  week's  amusement  will  induce  many  to  go  there  if  they 
only  thought  it  could  be  easily  managed  by  yachts  from  this,  and  the  Clyde. 
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Contrive  to  get  a  Log  from  some  of  them,  and  let  us  know  the  best  chart, 

and  where  to  be  procured. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  D. 

To  the  Editor  R.Y.M. 

[We  should  thank  any  of  readers  to  furnish  the  information  required. — Ej>.] 

A  Valuable  Inventiom — A  lieutenant  of  the  United  States  Navy  has  in- 
vented an  instrument  which  when  applied  to  the  keel  of  a  vessel  gives  the 
depth  of  water  near  shore  or  upon  shoals,  without  the  use  of  the  lead,  where  - 
ever  the  depth  does  not  exceed  two  fathoms.  A  board  of  naval  officers  hav- 
ing reported  favorably  of  it,  the  invention  was  about  to  be  applied  to  a  U.S. 
vessel. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  MARCH. 


D 

M 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


High  Water)    The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascr- 


Lon.  Bridge 
morn,  after. 


h. 
5 

6 
6 
7 
8 
10 


m. 
18 
58 
40 
35 
55 
35 


0 
1 
2 

2 
3 
3 

4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 
8 
9 
11 


45 
35 
15 
50 
20 
45 
15 
45 
10 
40 
15 
59 
02 
40 
15 


0 
1 
2 
2 
8 
4 
4 
5 


55 
40 
15 
50 
33 
12 
52 
35 


h. 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
11 
0 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 
10 
11 
0 
1 
1 
2 
8 
3 
4 
5 
6 


m. 
38 
19 

5 
10 
45 
55 
10 
10 
57 
30 

5 
35 

0 
30 

0 
25 

0 
35 
25 
50 
30 
55 
30 
15 
55 
35 
10 
50 
35 
15 

0 


tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


h.  m. 

Aberystwith......     add  5  23 

Alderney 4  38 

BantryBay ~  1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  light...  5  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

ExmouthBar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier 4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End. 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 3  58 

Waterford 3  43 

Weymouth 4  23 

Whitby !  38 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bordeaux 4  45 

Cherbourgh 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest 1  39 


Aberdeen sub 

Aldborough 

Brighton 

Carnarvon. 

Cowes 

Dublin  Bar 

Dungeness 

Folkestone 

Foreland,  North .. 
Foreland,  South... 
Grave8end....v.... 

Greenwich 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour... 

Ipswich 

Kentish  Knock.... 

Lowestoft 

Margate 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth 

Sheerness 

Southampton 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads.. 

Calais 

jL/ieppe*. ....  *••<•». 
Havre  de  Grace*.. 

Ostende 

Honfleur 

New  York 


h.  in. 
0    56 

3  23 

4  2 

2  29 
4     47 

3  22 

2  55 

3  17 
3  37 
2  22 
2  47 
0  37 
0  20 
2  37 
2  59 
2       7 

37 
37 
2 
58 
27 


2 
3 
2 
0 
2 


1  28 

2  27 


4 
5 


37 
27 


2  19 

3  2 


4 
1 
4 
5 


15 
12 
37 

7 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Polar  Bhail — The  Paper  on  the  Arctic  Expedition  is  under  consideration. 
Secretaries  are  requested  to  forward  accounts  of  Clubs  Meetings,  &c. 
All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  6,  New  Church  Street,  Edgware  Road. 
N.  W.,  London. 
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SOMETHING  ABOUT  THE  SEA. 

Thousands  travel  by  sea,  who  never  give  one  thought  on  its  vastness, 
temperature,  or  motion, — that  it  bears  them  safely  to  the  end  of 
their  journey  is  all  they  trouble  about ;  but  this  ought  not  to  satisfy 
those  who  use  it  for  pleasure :  the  yachtsman  who  has  more  leisure, 
and  who  seeks  knowledge  may  find  ample  resources  for  reflection  and 
employment  of  the  mind,  when  reclining  in  luxurious  enjoyment  on 
his  well  polished  deck — something  more  pi  ©Stable  than  merely  watch- 
ing the  curling  of  the  fumes  of  his  fragrant  Havana.  Some  able 
articles  have  been  written  on  the  subject,  and  a  few  pages  of  the 
Magazine  will  be  usefully  occupied  by  an  article  which  will  be  bene- 
ficial to  all. 

The  temperature  of  the  sea,  like  that  of  the  air,  is  liable  to  be 
affected  by  the  latitude,  and  the  season  of  the  year,  but  not  to  nearly 
great  an  extent  as  the  air.  Within  the  tropics,  where  the  season 
is  hardly  any  influence,  it  is  generally  found  at  about  80  or  81  of 
ihrenheit's  thermometer,  being  somewhat  more,  in  general,  than 
e  warmth  of  the  neighbouring  air,  which  is  deprived  to  a  certain 
tent  of  its  heat,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  process  of  evaporation, 
iking  the  month  of  March  as  one  of  those  during  which  the  heat 

MO.  4.—  VOL.  VL  T 
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of  the  sun  must  be  equally  determined  in  both  directions  by  latitude, 
we  find  that  in  that  month  the  sea  has  been  found,  at  11°  32'  south, 
of  80.6  Fahrenheit :  at  31°  34f  south,  of  75-7 ;  at  40°  36'  south,  of 
69.9 ;  though  in  some  instances  it  has  been  found  several  degrees, 
more  or  less  at  the  same  season,  and  under  nearly  the  same  latitude. 
The  chief  cause  of  the  variation  is  a  perpetual  flow  of  water  from  the 
poles  to  the  equator,  which  we  shall  afterwards  explain.  It  has 
been  pretty  nearly  ascertained,  that,  in  the  tropical  seas,  it  ranges 
about  9  degrees  of  Fahreinheit ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  temperate 
zone,  about  12;  and  after  that,  decreases  with  a  more  rapid  and  more 
equable  gradation. 

The  temperature  of  the  sea  is  also  affected  by  its  depth.  In  deep 
seas  between  the  tropics,  the  heat  diminishes  towards  the  bottom  ; 
while  in  more  frigid  latitudes,  it  is  sometimes  observed  to  become 
warmer.  The  sea  is  a  bad  conductor  of  heat ;  the  solar  rays  can 
only  penetrate  about  three  hundred  feet  below  the  surface,  nor  does 
the  light  descend  any  farther.  A  small  difference  is  observed  be- 
tween the  observations  on  temperature  in  the  two  hemispheres.  For 
the  first  25  degrees  towards  the  south,  the  decrease  of  heat  is  slower, 
and  after  that  more  rapid,  than  towards  the  north. 

It  must  be  evident  to  every  one  who  considers  the  great  mass  of 
waters  composing  the  ocean,  and  the  interchange  of  position  which 
must  always  be  taking  place,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  between 
the  upper  and  warmer  parts,  and  the  lower  and  colder,  that  this  com- 
parative equability  of  temperature  is  unavoidable,  even  if  there  were 
no  other  causes  to  account  for  it.  The  uses  of  that  equability  are 
still  more  obvious,  and  must  add  greatly  to  the  wonder  we  always 
experience  when  the  economy  of  nature  is  to  be  surveyed.  By  this 
equability,  the  natural  result  of  high  latitude  is  more  or  less  corrected, 
for  the  advantage  erf  the  human  beings  who  happen  to  be  so  placed. 
A  milder  air  breathing  from  the  sea  softens  the  climate  all  over  die 
adjacent  land,  and  produces  a  freshness  which  is  of  the  greatest  ser- 
vice to  vegetation.  On  the  other  hand  in  these  torrid  regions  where 
both  animated  and  vegetable  nature  are  apt  to  sink  beneath  the  ver- 
tical rays  of  the  sun,  the  cooling  breath  of  the  ocean  comes,  gene, 
at  fixed  times,  reviving  the  parched  soil,  and  communicating  to  i 
sensations  of  relief  and  pleasure,  which  are  hardly  to  be  imagined 
those  who  have  not  experienced  them. 

The  sea  from  its  fluid  nature,  is  liable  to  be  agitated  and  mo 
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in  various  ways,  but  chiefly  by  the  tides,  by  the  rotatory  motion  of 
the  globe,  and  by  atmospherical  causes. 

The  rotatory  motion  of  the  globe  from  west  to  east  is  believed  to 
be  at  least  the  main  cause  of  the  currents  which  prevail  in  all  the 
great  oceans,  and  a  knowledge  of  which  is  of  such  importance  to  the 
mariner.    The  solid  part  of  the  globe  leaves,  as  it  were,  the  fluid  bc- 
Irind ;  and  henee  there  is  a  perpetual  flow  of  the  sea  from  the  western 
coasts  of  Europe  and  Africa  towards  the  eastern  lsftidboard,  as  it  is 
called,  of  America,  and  from  the  west  of  America  to  the  eastern 
coast  of  Asia.     This   movement  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  tropicF, 
unless  where  the  sea  is  turned  aside  by  the  land,  and  caused  to 
diverge  towards  the  north  or  south.     If  we  start  in  a  survey  of  this 
motion  from  the  western  coast  of  America,  we  find  it  producing  a 
constant  current  across  the  vast  expanse  of  the  Pacific,  till  it  is  turned 
off  by  Asia  and  Australia.     A  great  division  of  its  force  is  directed 
through  the  seas  on  both  sides  of  the  latter  continent,  and  so  on 
through  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  till  it 
reaches  the  free  expanse  of  the  Atlantic,  across  which  it  proceeds  in 
the  same  manner  as  across  the  Pacific.     The  current  of  the  Atlantic 
strikes  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  breaks  at  Cape  St.  Augustine  into 
two  divisions,  one  of  which  proceeds  round  Cape  Horn  into  the  Pa- 
cific, while  the  other  advances  through  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  so  on 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     This  latter  branch  conspires,  with  the  vast 
issue  of  fresh  waters  which  pours  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  raise  the 
level  of  that  sea  above  that  of  the  neighbouring  ocean,  and,  causing 
the  surplus  to  force  its  way  out  between  Florida  and  Cuba,  produces 
the  celebrated  Gulf  Stream,  which  is  perhaps  the  most  powerful  sea- 
current  in  the  world. 

To  the  mariner  as  already  mentioned,  these  currents  are  of  great 

importance.     From  Portugal  for  instance,  ships  have  sailed  to  the 

Bights  of  Benin,  on  the  Guinea  coast,  being  150  leagues  in  two  days, 

though  they  could  not  return  in  less  than  seven  weeks.     It  is  also 

common  for  vessels  to  descend  to  the  latitude  of  the  Canary  Islands, 

in  order  to  get  into  the  tropical  current  across  the  Atlantic,  which 

ries  them  to  America  in  a  comparatively  short  time :  it  was  by 

s  current  that  Columbus  was  carried  so  smoothly  on  in  his  first 

rage  to  the  new  continent.    The  Pacific,  it  is  said,  can  be  crossed 

this  way  in  about  ten   weeks,   being  at  the  rate  of  about  1000 

fes  per  week ;  and  some  mariners  have  expressed  an  opinion  that 
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China  might  be  reached  by  this  route  in  less  time  than  by  the  short- 
est coarse  round  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope. 

For  the  same  reason  that  the  sea  flows  from  east  to  west,  the  air 
has  a  tendency,  when  not  counteracted  by  other  causes*,  to  move  in 
the  same  direction.  The  earth  in  its  motion  leaves  the  air,  like  the 
sea,  a  little  behind  it;  in  other  words,  does  not  carry  it  so  fast  for- 
ward :  hence  what  are  called  the  trade  winds,  which  operating  in  the 
same  direction  with  the  sea-currents,  increase  the  facility  of  naviga- 
tion to  the  westward  in  a  very  great  degree.  It  is  impossible  to 
avoid  remarking,  that  these  natural  phenomena,  which  it  is  to  be 
supposed,  might  have  been  counteracted  or  neutralized  from  the 
beginning,  must  have  been  designed  for  some  end  useful  and  neces- 
sary in  the  economy  of  the  world.  Perhaps,  like  the  diffusive  powers 
given  to  the  seeds  of  certain  plants,  they  were  intended  to  aid  in  the 
dispersion  of  the  human  race  over  the  globe.  It  is  well  known  that 
population  exists  in  many  places,  which  appear  cut  off  from  all  con- 
nection with  others,  by  seas  that  must  have  been  impassable  by 
navigators  in  the  early  ages  of  their  art.  Men  could  only  be  drifted 
to  such  places,  in  early  ages,  by  the  currents  of  the  sea  and  air  ;  and 
thus  the  cultivation  of  large  and  important  regions  must  have  com- 
menced much  earlier  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

Besides  the  grand  equatorial  or  tropical  current,  there  is  one  of  a 
less  decided  character  from  the  poles  to  the  equator.    The  sea  under 
the  tropics  evaporates  to  a  greater  extent  than  elsewhere,  by  the 
influence  of  a  vertical  sun.     The  vapours  are  apt  to  proceed  towards 
the  north  and  south,  where  they  descend  in  rain.    A  surplus  of  water 
is  thus  produced  in  the  high  latitudes,  which  naturally  flows  back 
towards  the  equator.     Hence  a  constant,  but  comparatively  slight 
flow  from  the  north  and  south  towards  that  warmer  region  of  the 
earth.     Under  the  influence  of  this  stream,  large  masses  of  ice  are 
constantly  becoming  detached  from  the  polar  stores,  and  drifted  to 
the  tropics.     In  some  of  the  bays  on  the  north  side  of  Iceland,  this 
frigid  substance  comes  in  vast  quantities,  insomuch  as  to  choke  them 
np  to  the  depth  of  500  feet.   What  is  still  more  strange,  these  masses 
of  ice  are  sometimes  mixed  up  with  trees,  some  of  which  are  kno 
to  be  the  produce  of  the  torrid  zone  in  America;  this  is  account 
for  by  the  action  of  the  northern  division  of  the  great  current  wl 
parts  at  Cape  St.  Augustine.     That  northern  division,  after  rushi 
in  and  out  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  paoceeds  northward  to  Newfoum 
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land,  and  thence  at  a  high  latitude  returns  athwart  the  Atlantic, 
finally  sweeping  along  the  western  coasts  of  Europe,  and  rejoining 
the  current  which  gave  its  first  impulse.  By  this  current  it  is  sup- 
posed, American  timber  may  easily  be  carried  to  the  northern  shores 
of  Iceland. 

The  operation  of  the  tides  is  less  observable  in  the  great  currents 
we  have  alluded  to,  than  in  those  which  prevail  in  the  more  secluded 
seas.  The  abstraction  of  water  from  a  secluded  sea  by  the  recess  of 
the  tide,  and  the  rush  inwards  produced  by  its  flow,  are  sufficient  of 
themselves  to  cause  very  impetuous  currents,  more  particularly  in 
the  narrow  channels  by  which  the  inland  seas  are  connected  with  the 
ocean.  We  find  it  stated  that  the  Pentland  Firth,  which  separates 
the  continent  of  Great  Britain  from  Orkney,  "  has  no  fewer  than  four 
and  twenty  contrary  currents  of  the  tide  at  the  flood  of  spring,  besides 
numerous  sets  and  eddies,  which,  under  the  local  names  of  wells, 
moekkUs,  roosts,  and  rulls,  boil  more  madly  on  the  Orcadian  shore 
than  ever  did  witch's  cauldron  on  the  kindred  coast  of  Norway,  if  we 
may  believe  old  tradition  and  Bishop  Pontoppedan.  '  The  Boar  of 
Papa',  at  the  opposite  extreme  of  Orkney,  is  another  terrible  tide ; 
when  he  gets  a  vessel  in  his  tusks,  he  shakes  the  masts  out — an 
operation  which  in  the  country  phrase,  goes  "by  the  name  of  hackling.*9 
The  contrariety  of  influences  which  are  sometimes  brought  into  play 
by  polar  and  equatorial  currents,  and  those  produced  by  the  tides, 
occasions  many  phenomena,  extremely  perplexing,  and  sometimes 
very  dangerous  to  the  navigation.  In  the  Cattegat,  by  which  the 
Baltic  is  connected  with  the  German  Ocean,  one  current  always  goes 
in  by  the  side  next  Jutland,  while  another  issues  forth  by  that  nearest 
to  Sweden.  In  like  manner  a  current  seems  to  proceed  along  the 
eastern  coast  of  Britain  towards  the  south,  while  another  flowing  in 
an  opposite  direction,  advances  along  the  coast  of  Holland.  What 
is  still  more  curious,  under-currents  are  sometimes  found  going  in  a 
contrary  direction  to  those  upon  the  surface.  In  the  Straits  of 
Gibralter,  it  is  said  there  is  always  a  surface  current  going  on,  as  if 
to  supply  a  want  in  the  Mediterranean,  while  at  a  certain  depth, 
re  is  another  going  out.  So  strong  and  so  steady  is  this  contra- 
ry in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  that  a  boat  may  be  moored  by  dropping 
eavy  substance  to  a  certain  depth ;  the  upper  current  impels  the 
it  one  way,  while  the  under  one  draws  the  sunk  object  another, 
'  between  the  two  the  boat  is  steadied. 
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Two  currents  of  equal  force,  but  of  different  directions,  meeting  in 
a  narrow  passage  or  gut,  will  cause  wbat  is  generally  called  a  whirl- 
pool, and  has  been  said  to  be  produced  by  subterranean  rivers,  gulfs, 
chasms,  &c.,  but  essentially  is  only  an  eddy,  produced  by  the  contact 
of  two  currents,  which,  as  if  meeting  on  a  centre,  whirl  round,  as  it 
were,  in  each  other's  arms !  The  whirlpool  called  the  Euripides, 
near  the  coast  of  Greece,  alternately  absorbs  and  rejects  the  water 
seven  times  in  twenty-four  hours.  Oharybdis,  in  the  Straits  of 
Sicily,  absorbs  and  rejects  the  water  thrice  in  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  the  Maelstroetn,  on  the  coast  of  Norway,  which  is  considerably 
the  largest,  absorbs,  every  six  hours,  water,  ships,  whales,  in  short, 
everything  that  approaches  its  malignant  influence,  and  the  next  six 
hours  is  employed  in  casting  them  up  again.  These  eddies  are 
sometimes  augmented  by  the  force  of  contending  tides,  or  by  the 
action  of  the  winds.  They  draw  vessels  along,  dash  them  upon  rocks, 
or  engulph  them  in  their  furious  vortices,  the  wreck  not  appearing 
until  some  sime  after. 

The  slightest  breeze  that  blows,  it  is  well  known,  will  ruffle  and 
swell  the  surface  of  the  water,  even  in  a  little  pool.  A  violent  wind, 
exerted  on  a  large  mobile  mass,  will  of  course  produce  a  correspond- 
ing degree  of  turbulence.  Hence,  in  large  seas,  a  storm  raises  the 
surface  into  billows  as  high  as  mountains,  which  often  bury  the  ad- 
venturous mariner  in  their  bosoms.  These  various  oscillations  of  the 
sea  are  caused  by  the  currents  of  air  dislodging  a  portion  of  the 
waters,  and  thereby  destroying  the  equilibrium  which  they  are  every 
moment  endeavouring  to  regain ;  a  movement  similar  to  that  of  a 
pendulum.  It  is,  amazing,  however,  how  superficial  is  the  most 
terrible  tempest.  Divers  assure  us,  that,  in  the  greatest  storms,  calm 
water  is  found  at  the  depth  of  ninety  feet. 

Marine  waterspouts  are  also  caused  by  the  action  of  atmospheric 
currents,  and  are  as  dangerous  in  their  effects,  as  they  are  calculated 
to  inspire  no  small  degree  of  wonder.     Malte  Brun  thus  describes 
them : — *'  Underneath  a  dense  cloud  the  sea  becomes  agitated  with 
violent  commotions,  the  waves  dart  rapidly  towards  the  centre  of  the 
agitated  mass  of  water,  on  arriving  at  which  they  are  dispersed  i 
aqueous  vapours,  and  rise  whirling  round  in  a  spiral  direction  towa 
the  cloud.     This  conical  ascending  column  is  met  by  another  A 
cending  column,  which  leans  towards  the  water,  and  joins  with 
In  many  cases  the  marine  column  is  from  50  to  80  toises  (fathom 
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in  diameter  near  its  base.  Both  columns  however  diminish  towards 
the  middle,  where  they  unite ;  so  that  here  they  do  not  extend  more 
than  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter.  The  entire  column  presents 
itself  in  the  shape  of  a  hollow  cylinder,  or  tube  of  glass  empty  within. 
It  glides  over  the  sea  without  any  wind  being  felt ;  indeed,  several 
have  been  seen  at  once  following  different  directions.  When  the 
cloud  and  the  marine  base  of  the  waterspout  move  with  unequal 
velocities,  the  lower  cone  is  often  seen  to  incline  sideways,  or  even  to 
bend,  and  finally  to  burst  to  pieces.  A  noise  is  then  heard,  like  the 
noise  of  a  cataract  falling  into  a  deep  valley ;  lightning  frequently 
issues  from  the  very  bosom  of  the  waterspout,  particularly  when  it 
breaks;  but  no  thunder  is  ever  heard." 

Sailors,  to  prevent  the  imminent  danger  which  their  vessels  would 
be  exposed  to  by  coming  in  contact  with  these  tremendous  columns, 
discharge  upon  them  a  cannon  ball,  which,  passing  through  them, 
causes  them  invariably  to  burst,  and  consequently  removes  all  chances 
of  injury  connected  with  them.  This  phenomenon  is  accounted  for 
in  the  following  manner : — Two  winds  meet — a  vortex  ensues ;  any 
clpud  which  happens  to  lie  between  them  is  condensed  into  a  conical 
form,  and  turned  round  with  great  velocity :  this  whirling  motion 
drives  from  the  centre  of  the  cloud  all  the  partieles  contained  in  it ; 
a  vacuum  is  thereby  produced,  and  water,  or  any  other  body  lying 
beneath  this  vacuum,  is  carried  into  it  upon  the  usual  and  well- 
known  principle.  The  cannon  ball,  breaking  this  cylinder,  which  is 
always  partly  hollow,  causes  it  to  fall  to  pieces,  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  touch  upon  the  surface  of  a  soap-ball  reduces  the  resplendant 
mass  to  a  drop  of  common  water. — W.  C. 
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There  can  be  but  one  opinion  relative  to  Corinthian  matches,  and 
that  is,  when  well  organised  and  efficiently  carried  out,  they  prove  an 
nirable  school  for  yachtsmen.  We  all  know  that  there  are  many 
n  sporting  royal  burgees,  who  regard  their  vessels  much  in  the 
ne  light  as  they  do  their  carriages  and  horses,  namely,  as  a  luxu- 
us  mode  of  transit,  and  that  they  ought  to  keep  such  things 
:ause  it  is  fashionable  to  dp  so.  To  such  men  tar  is  an  abomina- 
n ;  to  handle  a  damp  rope  would  be  to  insure  them  an  attack  of 
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rheumatism;  and  to  know  the  stem  from  the  stern  would  be  a  piece 
of  unpardonable  vulgarity. 

The  true  yach&man  should  be  neither  above  nor  below  his  busi- 
ness; while  enjoying  his  pastime  upon  the  ocean,  he  may  be  improv- 
ing himself  in  the  science  of  yacht  sailing  without  at  all  demeaning 
himself  before  his  crew.  Let  him  not  be  too  proud  to  receive  in- 
struction from  a  foremast  Jack,  or  to  ask  for  information  even  from  a 
rough  clad  salt.  He  should  ever  remember  that  the  correct  path  to 
the  quarter  deck  is  through  the  hawse  pipes;  and  although  it  is  quite 
true  that  he  is  master  of  his  own  ship,  and  her  crew  his  paid  retainers 
bound  to  labour  for  his  pleasure,  yet  what  can  be  more  absurd  than 
to  see  a  yacht  owner  a  mere  passenger  on  board  his  own  vessel?  Is 
it  not  a  far  prouder  position  to  be  enabled  to  walk  the  quarter  deck 
with  the  feeling  within  you  that  you  are  able  and  willing  to  work 
your  vessel  as  well  as  the  dandiest  skipper  of  them  all :  that  the 
"woollen  shirt"  and  the  "middle  watch*'  of  a  dark  and  stormy  night 
has  dwindled  into  nothing  beyond  pleasurable  excitement?  and  with 
the  confidence  begotten  by  practice  comes  that  feeling  of  superiority 
which  the  theoretical  pretender  can  never  experience.  I  hold  it  to  be 
the  proudest  moment  of  a  yachtsman's  life  when  he  can  command  a 
racing  crew,  a  band  of  bold  and  daring  spirits,  who  fear  not  air, 
earth,  fire,  nor  water;  the  quick  eyes  and  brave  hearts  watching 
his  beck  or  his  word;  courage,  discipline,  coolness,  and  resolution 
marking  their  every  movement.  A  gallant  little  vessel  manned  by 
such  a  crew  ought  to  be  the  aspiration  of  every  true  yachtsman. 

Corinthian   matches  are  therefore  eminently  calculated  to  make 
many  and  good  yachtsmen;  numbers  of  our  very  smartest  brethren 
are  those  who  have  commenced  in  small  boats,  and  I  will  venture 
to  assert,  without  meaning  the  slightest  offence,  that  our  very  best 
and  most  practical  yachtsmen  will  be  found  in  vessels  ranging  from 
the  open  yawl  up  to  the  ten-ton  cutter,  these  men  handle  their  ves- 
self  themselves,  and  become  practical  sailors.     Our  large  and  small 
brethren  might  never  meet  more  intimately  than  a  casual  salute  in  a 
club-house,  or  a  passing  dip  of  the  burgee  but  for  Corinthian  matcl 
A  Corinthian  match  takes  place,  and  lo!  crews  must  be  provid 
then  comes  the  moment  when  the  practical  yachtsmen  require  to 
brought  together,  and  they  are  so;  a  spirit  of  emulation  pervades  - 
those  who  with  all  the  longing  for  it,  together  with  ability  to  ta 
their  part,  might  never  have  had  the  chance  of  sailing  a  match  i"       / 
perfectly  appointed  racer,  are  thus  enabled  to  do  so. 
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The  wealthy  yachtsman  is  enabled  to  promote  the  noble  science 
to  which  he  is  devoted  by  increasing  the  number  of  its  admirers,  and 
infusing  fresh  spirit  in  its  pursuit.  Many  younger  heads,  too,  that 
might  never  have  thought  about  the  sea  or  its  pastimes,  join  a 
Corinthian  match,  and  eventually  become  our  leading  yachtsmen. 

Van. 

YACHTING  REMINI8CENCES. 
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A  SUMMER'S  CRUISE  IN  185—. 

CHAPTER  I. 

FfTTIHG  OUT — HINT  TO  FBLLOW  YACHTSMEN —FIBST  RIGHT  OB    BOARD — FIT  OF 
TBB  BLOBS  — SUFBBflTmOW  — THB  SX0OUB— COLD  BATH— GETTING  CHDBRWAY. 

Amongst  the  endless  variety  of  pleasures  and  enjoyments  to  be  found 
in  yachting,  that  of  "  Fitting  out"  for  the  season  is  one  which  to  the 
true  yachtsman  always  proves  irresistably  attractive  : — whether  this  arises 
from  any  truth  in  the  assertion,  that  all  sublunary  pleasures  yield  more 
happiness  in  their  bright  anticipation  than  in  actual  enjoyment,  I  know 
not ;  I  only  know  that,  what  with  the  probable  alteration  in  spars,  sails, 
or  rig  j— the  improvement  and  fresh  adornment  of  the  already  luxurious 
cabin  accommodations  ;  the  selection  of  a  crew  ;  the  plans  of  a  summer's 
cruise  ;  and  altogether  the  happy  mingling  of  hopes  and  fears  for  the 
fixture,  the  season  of  fitting  out  is  for  me  always  a  joyous  one  ; — aye 
and  a  busy  one  too  !  as  I  invariably  make  a  point  of  personally  super- 
intending everything  done  from  the  keel  to  the  truck;  and  all  stores 
shipped,  from  "  an  anchor  to  a  needle",  besides  doing  a  good  day's  work 
into  the  bargain,  so  for  as  one  pair  of  hands  go. 

And  yet  how  few  there  are  out  of  the  "  thousand  and  one'9  Yacht 
owners,  in  Hunts  Yacht  List,  who  allow  themselves  to  enjoy  this 
pleasure,  preferring  instead  to  leave  all  in  the  hands  of  their  skippers, 
perfectly  contented  with  having  to  pay  some  50  per  cent  additional  to 
the  amount  of  their  "fitting  out"  bills,  and  the  further  satisfaction  of 
finding  no  end  of  wants  unprovided  for  into  the  bargain. 

It  was  thus  then,  so  early  as  the  first  week  of  April  185 —  that  I  was 

^y  engaged  in  fitting  out  a  bran  new  schooner  of  about  90  tons,  and 

j  I  know  of  few  more  pleasant  occupations.    Most  gladly  would  I 

eribe  the  little  craft,  but  that  all  descriptions  of  clippers  are  so  per- 

ttly  alike,  and  yet  how  different  in  reality  are  they,  one  from  the 

ho  4.— VOL.  vi.  u 
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other  !  Suffice  it,  however,  to  say,  that  she  was  everything  that  could 
be  desired  of  her  class,  both  in  her  rakish  appearance  and  luxuriously 
fitted  up  accommodations  ;  the  chef  cTauvre  of  her  worthy  builder, 
whose  kind  attention  by  the  way,  while  fitting  out*  both  as  a  man  of 
business  and  a  yachtsman  I  shall  always  remember  with  pleasure. 

In  a  very  few  days  after  setting  to  work  we  had  got  things  so  far 
advanced  as  to  admit  of  taking  up  my  quarters  on  board  ;  accordingly 
I  had  my  traps  removed  from  the  hotel,  and  ensconced  myself  pro.  tern. 
in  the  after  cabin  of  my  new  craft, — alone  too— for  as  yet  the  crew  were 
living  ashore,  with  the  exception  of  two  hands,  who  had  in  a  like  tem- 
porary manner  established  themselves  in  the  forecastle. 

It  was  after  a  hard  day's  work,  tired  and  sleepy  withal,  that  I  thus 
took  formal  possession  of  the  "  Wildflower,"  and  prepared  to  pass  my 
first  night  on  board  as  comfortably  as  the  un-arranged  state  of  things 
below  would  permit : — it  was  early,  somewhere  between  9  and  10  o'clock; 
yet  my  first  determination  on  going  below  was  to  "  turn  in"  forthwith, 
intending  to  make  a  daylight  business  of  it  in  the  morning :— and  by 
the  way,  I  would  here  give  a  hint  to  such  brother  yachtsmen  as  may  find 
themselves  similarly  engaged  in  fitting  out, — and  that  is—  if  they  would 
have  their  work  done  well,  quickly,  and  economically,  let  them  sting 
their  hammock  on  board  the  first  thing;  no  matter  if  the  smart  state- 
rooms  are  in  disorder  and  unfurnished  ;  or  the  saloon  be  still  without 
its  luxurious  carpets  and  cushions  ;  anywhere  and  anyhow,  let  him 
establish  himself  onboard,  so  as  to  be  always  on  the  spot,  and  see  the 
day's  jobs  started  in  the  morning  under  his  own  eye,  and  the  work  is 
tolerably  certain  to  go  forward  straight  on  end  for  the  day. 

But  to  return  to  my  first  night  on  board: — On  going  below  notwith- 
standing my  intention  as  well  as  inclination  to  "turn  in,"  the  drowsiness 
I  had  previously  felt  seemed  all  at  once  to  vanish,  and  by  some  unac- 
countable mental  process  I  was  led  into  a  "reverie,"  angtice  "a  fit  of  the 
blues,"  that  seemed  admirably  calculated  to  keep  me  awake  through  every 
watch  of  the  night,  and  perhaps  under  the  circumstances  the  only  thing 
that  could  have  done  so  ;  but  I  will  not  anticipate. 

I  have  already  said  how  joyous,  how  buoyant,  and  how  lighthearted 
my  spirits  ever  are  when  "fitting  out"; — singular  that  on  a  sudden  all 
should  change!  and  I  shonld  find  myself  meditating  on  the  heavy 
ponsibility  which  I  was  on  the  eve  of  assuming  in  the  sole  charg 
both  craft  and  crew,  with  several  friends  on  board  too  for  the  summ 
cruise  as  already  arranged  !  "  I  shall  sail  my  own  vessel,'1 1  contra 
meditating,  "  my  young  skipper  who  neither  understands  navigation, 
the  management  of  a  crew  I  might  change  for  one  of  more  experiei 
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bat  no!  he  has  sailed  with  me  for  years  in  a  smaller  craft,  so  with  him, 
and  my  own  way,  I  must  try  to  get  on."  Still,  however,  I  continued 
to  meditate  on  the  heavy  responsibility  of  having  from  a  dozen  to  fifteen 
souls  entrusted  to  one's  own  sole  guidance  through  the  dark  frowns,  as 
well  as  the  gentle  smiles  of  my  beloved  though  sometimes  angry  ocean  : 
and  worse  than  all!  however  delightful  the  fair  sex  may  be  ashore,  (and 
on  board  too  in  the  safety  and  sunshine  of  a  sheltered  harbour),  I  kept 
thinking  how  we  should  ever  get  on  with  them  on  board  during  our 
voyages,  requiring  in  hours  of  trial  and  anxiety  perhaps  of  danger,  that 
personal  care,  which  inevitable  duties  on  deck  must  render  it  impossible 
to  give  !  "  This  will  never  do,"  I  thought,  "  and  yet  the  die  is  cast, 
arrangements  are  made,  and  with  all  this  responsibility  there  must  be 
no  retreating." 

Thus  did  an  unhappy  and  most  unusual  "  reverie"  work  me  up  to 
feeling  a  heavy  load  of  care  :  no  doubt  an  imaginary  one,  and  volunta- 
rily self  imposed,  but  nevertheless  one  that  bid  fair  to  make  me  seriously 
contemplate  an  abandonment  of  the  cruise  ;  and  this,  increased,  as  it 
naturally  enough  was,  by  the  dead  stillness  on  board,  and  the  absence 
of  the  "  anchor  watch"  step  on  deck,  banished  most  effectually  all  idea 
of  sleep,  so  that  it  was  not  till  past  midnight  that  I  got  into  my  berth, 
with  the  last  number  of  Hunts  Yacthing  Magazine  to  look  at,  sleep 
being  for  the  present  out  of  the  question. 

That  such  an  extraordinary  turn  as  this  might  have  been  given  to 
one's  meditations  by  mere  ordinary  train  of  thought,  or  accident,  I  will 
not  deny  nor  affirm  ;  I  only  know,  that  never  before,  and  never  after- 
wards did  a  similar  "  reverie"  overtake  me  : — anxiety,  deep,  intense 
anxiety:  yes!  often,  in  the  course  of  our  cruise,  and  of  which  anon — but 
such  a  bona  fide,  regular  sleep-dispelling  "fit  of  the  blues,"  never! 

Now  I  am  not,  and  never  have  been,  superstitious;  much  as  I  respect 
that  "  least  shade"  of  its  mysterious  influence  which  appertains  to  all 
who  "make  their  home  upon  the  sea;"  and  which  every  sailor  more 
or  less  possesses  :  yet  I  never  could,  by  any  process  of  reasoning  get 
rid  of  the  feeling  that  so  unusual  a  train  of  thought,  leading  to  such 
singular  oppression  of  the  mind,  and  consequently  to  such  complete 
banishment  of  all  drowsiness  and  sleep,  must  have  been  caused  by  some- 
thing more  than  mere  ordinary  thought  or  accident ;— perhaps  not ; — 
i  shall  judge  reader  for  yourself. 

Well  then,  I  had  not  been  many  minutes  in  the  berth,  when  I  was 
rtled  by  a  low  noise  as  of  a  hand  or  something  soft  rubbed  heavily 
ng  the  yacht's  side,  and  passing  rapidly  from  aft  forward,  as  if  caused 
the  act  of  fending  off  a  boat  alongside.     Not  liking  the  idea  of  our 
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wet  paint  being  treated  in  thia  unceremonious  fashion,  or  perhaps  a  little 
done  in  the  way  of  pilfering,  there  being  no  anchor  watch :  I  waa 
instantly  on  deck,  and  on  looking  oyer  the  port  side  on  which  the  noise 
had  been  made,  I  found  a  boat  with  one  man  in  her,  hauling  ahead, 
somewhere  about  our  fore-channel. 

"  What  are  you  doing  in  that  boat  ?  shove  off,  and  keep  clear  of  our 
new  paint." 

"  New  paint  be  d— d!"  was  the  reply,  as  the  fellow  shoved  off,  and 
began  paddling  his  boat  along  with  a  small  piece  of  board,  instead  of  an 
oar,  of  which  he  seemed  to  be  minus. 

u  Be  it  so  if  you  like,  what  you've  got  of  it  at  least :  but  give  us  a 
wide  berth  if  you  please,  and  try  to  keep  a  civil  tongue  in  your  head,  it 
may  serve  you  best  at  a  pinch  when  you  least  expect  it." 

A  fresh  volley  of  insolence  from  the  vagabond  as  he  paddle  1  away  for 
the  shore,  and  I  went  below. 

It  might  be  about  half  an  hour  from  this  time,  that  J  had  laid  aside 
my  book,  and  in  the  determination  if  possible  of  taking  Morpheus  by 
storm,  I  extinguished  the  lamp, — when  in  the  midst  of 

"Silence  how  dread  and  darkness  how  profound.'* 

there  came  once  more  to  my  great  annoyance  the  same  identical  sound, 
rubbing  heavily  along  the  yacht's  side  !  So  my  friend  you  are  back  at 
your  old  tricks  again  I — but  lest  by  any  chance  it  might  have  been  a 
mistake,  and  to  make  "assurance  doubly  sure"  I  waited  for  a  few  seconds, 
leaning  eagerly  forward  and  listening  for  a  repetition  of  the  noise,  but 
not  hearing  it  either  continued  along  the  side  as  before,  or  repeated, 
I  was  congratulating  myself  on  the  supposition  that  it  must  have  been 
something  else,  when  hush  t  there  it  comes  again  1  the  same  low 
but  distinct  brush  along  the  side  of  the  vessel  !  there  was  no  mistaking 
it  this  time,  and  it  seemed  as  if  accompanied  by  a  kind  of  suppressed 
breathing  !  for  the  water  being  so  perfectly  calm,  and  the  night  so  still, 
;t  is  wonderful  with  such  conductors  of  sound  as  wood  and  water  how 
distinctly  one  can  hear  through  a  vessel's  side. 

I  was  soon  once  more  on  deck,  but  stealthily  and  noiselessly  as  possible 
this  time,  hoping  to  pounce  upon  my  friend  and  pay  him  off  for  thus 
disturbing  one's  rest     It  was  rather  dark  but  I  could  see  that  there  was 
no  one  on  deck,  and  on  looking  over  the  side  neither  boat  nor  i 
were  to  be  seen  1     1  stepped  hastily  forward  to  look  whether  he  m 
not  be  lurking  under  our  bows  ;  and  as  I  reached  the  forecastle  hi 
the  men  who  were  sleeping  there  came  on  deck  at  that  instant— "fr 
a  groan  !  a  sigh  !  and  then  a  splash  in  the  water  ! 


ir- 
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"  Good  heavens  what  noise  can  that  be  !"  Another  groan!  a  gurgling 
noise,  and  another  splash  in  the  water  apparently  about  a  hundred  yards 
off,  and  dose  to  the  pier. 

"  Ah  I  some  one  is  drowning  !  quick  boys,  quick  I  for  God's  Bake  the 
boatT 

And  shouting  at  the  top  of  our  voioes  in  the  direction  of  the  noise— 
"  Hold  on  my  poor  fellow,  hold  on  whoever  you  are,  we  will  reach  you 
in  a  moment!"— the  boat  was  quickly'shoved  off,  and  the  poor  fellow 
rescued  from  a  watery  grave  1  he  had  fallen  in  between  his  boat  and  the 
per,  and  being  the  worse  of  liquor  could  do  little  for  himself. 

And  now  kind  reader,  you  will  doubtless  smile  at  the  question,  and 
accuse  me  of  more  superstitious  feeling  than  I  am  willing  to  take  credit 
for  when  I  ask  : — Can  you  explain  the  cause  of  the  noise  which  so  op- 
portunely brought  us  on  deck  ?  I  do  not  mean  for  the  first,  but  for 
the  second  time  ?  I  can  not,— the  noises  were  in  both  instances  pre- 
cisely the  same  ;  although  one  was  caused  as  we  knew  by  a  boat  actually 
alongside  ; — and  the  other  by— no  matter  what  I—it  led  to  the  rescue 
of  a  drowning  fellow  creature.  And  stranger  still  than  all,  I  had  no 
sooner  returned  below  than  my  wakefulness  was  succeeded  by  as  sound 
a  sleep  as  mortal  could  desire,  and  which  I  had  till  then  sought  in  vain  ; 
my  "  fit  of  the  blues'9  was  dispelled,  never  to  return,  from  that  hour. 

Our  goodly  little  craft  was  now  all  "  a-taunto"  and  very  nearly  ready 
for  sea  :  another  day  or  two  would  send  us  afloat  on  our  trial  cruise, 
and  in  order  to  hasten  matters  forward,  I  found  myself  here,  there,  and 
everywhere :  at  one  moment  aloft  busy  in  the  rigging :  at  another 
alongside  burnishing  away  at  the  copper:  anything  and  everything  came 
alike,  whether  it  was  instructing  the  joiners,  cabinet-makers,  &c.,  in 
their  alterations  and  beautifying  work  below,  or  in  giving  a  friendly  lift 
to  the  French-polishing  gentleman  overhead,  in  his  brilliant  revoca- 
tions of  our  now  mirror-like  mahogany  skylights  and  deck  fittings. 

It  was  while  thus  engaged  in  the  ardour  of  an  ubiquitous  jack-of-all- 
trades  like  seal,  that  observing  a  painter  busy  at  work  on  the  stern  of 
the  vessel,  and  wanting  him  to  do  some  other  more  particular  work  I 
ordered  him  off  accordingly,— At  the  same  time  taking  the  brush  from 
him  to  finish  the  stern  job  myself; — stern  enough  I  and  cold  enough  too 
I  found  it  "  mais  nous  allons  voir." 

1  the  exercise  of  my  newly  assumed  artistical  functions,  I  quickly 

leved  my  fellow  artist  by  jumping  into  a  boat  moored  across  the 

sot's  stern,  and  from  thence  set  to  work,  brushing  away  in  good  earnest: 

tfie  way,  I  had  nearly  omitted  to  mention  that  the  real  cause  which 

faced  me  to  supersede  the  painter  by  my  own  services,  arose  from 

s 
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observing  in  him  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  want  of  "savoir  fetire,"  or 
lather  a  want  of  "  savoir  se  balancer  "  resulting  in  somewhat  dilatory 
and  occasionally  fruitless  attempts  to  get  on  with  his  work,  standing  on 
tip-toe,  as  he  had  to  do  on  the  gunwale  of  the  boat  which  kept  receding 
from  under  him  occasionally,  until  brought  up  with  a  jerk  that  took  him 
a  long  time  to  recover  his  lost  equilibrium  : — and  so  the  work  not  seem* 
ing  to  progress  expeditiously  enough,  I  ordered  my  friend  to  something 
else,  requiring  less  nautical  skill  in  the  execution  ;  and  on  the  uniform 
principle  which  I  always  adopt  as  far  as  practicable,  "  of  never  asking  a 
man  to  do  what  I  wont  try  to  do  myself;"  I  ended  my  reproaches  to  the 
painter  for  dancing  too  much  and  painting  too  little,  by  relieving  him 
myself,  without  waiting  to  improve  in  any  way  the  position  of  the  boat 
from  which  the  work  had  to  be  done. 

Well,  while  brushing  away  manfully  and  artistically,  the  "point 
d"  appui"  of  the  slippery  boat  was  getting  gradually  further  aud  further 
off,  as  my  energy  increased  and  the  sweeps  of  the  brush  became  mora 
and  more  artistical ;  until  just  at  the  finishing  stroke  the  "  point  d'  appui' 
as  usual  being  extended  to  the  very  utmost  limit  of  endurance— away 
went  the  boat  from  under  my  feet  1  and  the  master  stroke  of  the  Artist 
intended  to  have  taken  effect  just  below  the  tafirail,  ended  by  a  graceful 
8 weep  along  the  surface  of  the  water!  and  ugh  !  how  cold  !  I  struck 
out  composedly  brush  in  hand  for  the  shore: — the  poor  fellow  who  had 
just  been  superceded,  and  whose  brush  I  had  wielded  so  energetically 
was  the  first  to  jump  to  my  assistance,  consternation  depicted  in  his 
face.  Meanwhile,  however,  I  was  quietly  making  for  the  shore,  instead 
of  availing  myself  of  my  fellow  artist's  kind  concern  for  my  safety,  when 
I  bethought  me  of  his  brush,  and  shouting  out  "  Now  then,  look  out!" 
away  I  shied  it  with  as  good  an  aim  as  I  could  under  the  circumstances, 
and  no  such  bad  aim  either,  for  slap-— bang  into  the  poor  fellow's  face 
went  the  glossy  black  end  of  his  own  brush  !  which  not  receiving 
immediate  attention  from  the  unhappy  painter  in  the  midst  of  his  kindly 
meant  efforts  on  my  behalf,  dropped  back  into  the  water,  while  I  made 
the  best  of  my  way  ashore,— -laughing  heartily  at  this  involuntary  cold 
bath,  and  thinking  that  after  all,  between  the  painter  and  myself  I  had 
the  best,  or  at  least  the  cleanest  of  it 

But  a  truce  to  the  quiet  slow  incidents  of  "  fitting  out,"  delightful  as 
they  are  to  one's  self, — and  now  hurrah!  for  the  sea,  with  its  more  Hi 
and  stirring  events. 

The  weather  had  continued  most  propitious  all  the  time  of  our  fit. 
out,  and  now  on  the  eve  of  making  a  start,  that  golden  sky  with 
gtting  sun,  promised  us  a  favourable  day  on  the  morrow  ;    and  so 
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turned  out  to  be*  A  bright  and  sunny  morning,  such  as  April  sometimes 
loves  to  bless  withal  the  early  yachtsman;-— and  a  light  zephyr  waiting 
to  greet  our  snowy  canvas  with  a  smile  of  welcome. 

The  appointed  hour  in  the  afternoon  for  hauling  out  of  harbour,  and 
getting  underway,  baring  now  arrived  : — it  was  not  one  look  I  ween 
that  satisfied  the  owner  of  the  pretty  little  Wildflower,  as  he  stood  aft 
on  the  poop,  and  cast  his  eye  rapidly  over  the  gracefully  outlined  deck 
before  him,  then  aloft  amongst  the  tapering  spars  and  well  set  up  rigging; 
nothing  seemed  amiss,  even  to  that  final  scrutinising  glance,  and  now 
"  Cast  off  r  is  the  word—'4  Get  the  gig  ahead  and  send  a  warp  to  that 
buoy.* — "Aye,  aye,  sir." 

And  soon  our  canvas  was  spread  with  all  the  care  which  Lapthorne 
loves  to  see  bestowed  upon  the  first  settings  of  his  well  cut  sails,  the 
head  of  main,  fore  and  gaff-topsails,  only  hand  laid  to  the  spars  ;  no 
stretching ;  no  rousing  out  on  the  gaffs  with  a  purchase!  as  I  have 
known  some  wiseacres  do,  to  the  ruin  of  their  sails— then  "  Avast  the 
peak  there!"  'till  the  iaeki  are  first  well  hauled  down,—'4  So." 

And  now,  as  we  are  ready  to  "  up  jib"  and  away,  just  at  the  very  last 
moment  come  tumbling  into  us  parcels  of  every  description  !  forgotten, 
or  delayed  to  be  forwarded  :— bundles  of  Guernsey  frocks  on  which  our 
Club  ensignia  should  long  ago  have  been  embroidered  ;  sets  of  boats9 
oars  that  should  have  been  on  board  a  week  ago  ;  ammunition  for  our 
guns ;  and  heaven  knows  what  else  besides  !  Nothing  like  a  bona- fide 
start,  to  hurry  your  odds  and  ends  on  board,— only  bear  in  mind  that 
your  start  must  be  in  earnest,  and  your  resolve  made  to  sail  "goods  or 
no  goods",  otherwise  strange  to  say  these  wide-awake  folks  will  be  sure 
to  find  out  the  dodge  and  put  off  delivery  of  your  things  till  the  moment 
of  the  real  start,  which  moment  it  would  almost  seem  as  though  the 
trades  people  at  all  yachting  stations  knew  intuitively,  and  make  a  point 
of  coming  pell-mell  together  at  one  and  the  same  time,  to  wit,  just  at 
the  moment  you  are  getting  underway. 

At  length  however  we  are  off ! — gliding  gracefully  along  under  the 
scarcely  perceptible  impulse  of  a  light  evening  air,  barely  enough  to  fill 
our  sails;  and  yet  the  little  craft  does  anything  and  everything,  appa- 
rently quite  ready  to  work  herself  if  they  would  only  let  her.     So  far  so 
good ;  but  we  must  have  somewhat  different  weather  'ere  we  venture  to 
nounce  opinion  on  the  barkie's  capabilities— that  may  come  soon 
ugh.     Meanwhile  let  us  step  below  while  "  laying  to"  as  our  worthy 
kler  who  has  come  so  far  with  us  to  see  his  new  craft  fairly  underway 
&  who  feels  as  much  interest  in  the  success  of  his  handy-work  as  tho' 
Lad  himself  a  "  timber-head"  in  the  good  little  ship,)  is  now  about  to 
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take  his  leave  ;  and  should  these  lines  meet  his  eye,  with  of  course  a 
recognition  of  the  author's  identity,  I  am  sure  it  needs  but  to  express  a 
wish  as  I  now  do  to  ensure  the  preservation  of  an  resumed  "incognito.'* 
The  breeze  now  beginning  to  freshen,  and  the  order  given  to  — "  Let 
draw  the  staysail!"  the  stately  little  craft  begins  to  glide  along  and 

«  Walk  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life." 


SONG  FOB  A  ROWING  CLUB 


BT  AS  OLD  OAR8MAJI. 

Come  all  hands  pipe  your  throats  for  a  chorus, 

Your  messmate  will  ring  you  a  stave, 
An  unclouded  heaven  smiles  o'er  us, 

As  we  glide  o'er  the  soft  summer  wave. 
Come,  come  trim  the  boat,  men  be  steady* 

Let  fellowship  each  bosom  fill, 
If  a  rival  appears,  why,  be  ready 
Together,  and  pull  with  a  will 
Then  toss  oars  to  yonr  country's  far  (Laughters, 

Tain  boasting  we  scorn  to  a  man, 
But  we'll  sing  as  we  cleave  the  blue  waters, 
We'll  be  foremost  brave  boys  if  we  can. 

Of  ail  sports  'tis  to  me  the  most  cheering, 

To  join  a  blithe  crew  ripe  for  fun, 
A  cool  headed  light  fellow  steering, 

The  four  rowlocks  telling  like  one. 
Our  hearts,  like  our  hands  one  way  leaning 

Each  oar  seems  our  gallant  boat's  limb, 
One  mind  e'en  in  sport  hath  deep  meaning. 

What  goes  right  boys,  unless  'tis  in  trim. 

Then,  toss  oars,  &c. 

Now  the  race,  there's  the  signal  for  starting, 

The  commodore's  hoisting  his  flag, 
Seat  the  gay  craft  like  arrows  are  darting. 

For  places,  no  fuss  boys,  or  bragl 
Four  gigs  wait  the  signal,  what  ho  boys! 

AH  right— take  it  lively— away! 
Ye  that  win,  o'er  the  beaten  don't  crow  boys, 

But  wish  them  mere  luck  the  next  day. 

Then,  toss  oars,  &a 
Dublin,  March,  1957* 


15* 


A  CRUISE  OF  THE  NIMROD.* 

"  Please,  sir,  the  steamer's  second  bell  is  ringing,"  sung  out  the 
steward,  u  and  its  seven  o'clock.''  We  were  out  of  our  berths  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  sending  the  skipper  with  our  compliments  to  the  captain  of 
the  steamer  to  say,  he  must  wait  for  us,  we  made  a  hasty  toilet  and 
shoved  aboard  the  Fioneer,  where  we  were  greeted  by  G  ,  and  off 
we  went;  having  previously  left  orders  with  our  skipper  to  bring  the 
yacht  on  to  Tobermory*  There  were  some  twenty  or  thirty  passengers 
on  board,  all  tourists  (with  one  or  two  exceptions,)  and  one  could  easily 
detect  the  English  ones,  by  their  intensely  Highland  costume,  several 
having  rushed  into  plaid  to  a  frightful  extent. 

We  had  a  good  opportunity  of  having  a  regular  Highland  breakfast, 
and  I  am  sure  we  all  did  justice  to  it.  I  think  if  a  Scotchman  vtas  in 
the  last  gasp  of  sea-sickness,  nothing  would  induce  him  to  forego  his 
meals;  and  indeed  the  steward  had  no  sinecure  of  it  that  day,  for  no 
sooner  had  he  supplied  the  victuals  than  it  was  necessary  to  prepare  for 
their  re-appearance. 

Dunolly  Castle,  the  Lady  Rock, J  the  "dark  Sound  of  Mull,  Tober- 
mory, &c,  were  passed  in  due  time;  and  leaving  the  Sound  at  Ardua- 
marchan  we  found  ourselves  in  sight  of  Coll,  Rum,  Egg,  and  other 
islands,  and  rolling  heavily  in  the  long  swell, — the  breeze,  which  was  very 
fresh,  setting  right  ahead.  Coasting  along  a  fine  bold  range  of  basaltic 
rocks  (where  we  could  see  myriads  of 'the  wild  blue  rock  pigeons,  so 
highly  esteemed  at  Battersea  Red  House  and  elsewhere  for  the  shooting 
matches,)  we  reached  Staffa  in  a  regular  squall  of  wind,  mist  and  pelting 
rain. 

We  had  not  come  all  this  way  for  nothing  tho',  therefore  most  of  the 
passengers,  including  several  ladies,  embarked  in  the  boats  alongside, 
and  after  a  somewhat  perilous  landing  we  found  ourselves  high,  but  not 
dry,  on  the  far-famed  island  of  Staffa.  Scrambling  was  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  though  everybody  was  as  demure  and  prim  as  possible  at  break- 
fast time,  here,  it  was  wonderful  how  we  all  fraternised  and  assisted  each 
other. 

I  am  not  going  to  describe  Staffa,  as  it  has  been  so  often  described 

*  Continued  from  p.  116. 
The  story  of  this  rock  of  course  every  one  knows,  how  the  Laird  of  Argyle, 
being  the  most  affectionate  husband  in  the  world,  left  his  wife  on  the  rock, 
iich  was  covered  at  high  water,)  and  forgot  to  call  for  her  again;  and  how 
j  was  ultimately  rescued  by  some  fishermen  who  took  the  lady  home  all  wet 
i  dripping  as  she  was,  and  '•*  squashed  "  the  oblivious  laird. 
no.  4.— VOL.  VI.  x 
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before,  and  shall  therefore  say  nothing  more  than,  I  am  not  quite  sore 
whether  I  was  disappointed  or  not.  The  rain  and  fog  might  have  had 
something  to  do  with  it,  or  perhaps  the  lobster  salad  the  previous  even- 
ing; but  I  think  I  expected  rather  a  larger  affair. 

Of  course  Fingal's  Cave  was  visited,  and  not  more  than  half  the  pas- 
sengers slipped  off  the  rocks  into  the  water,  but  as  we  were  all  as  wet  as 
could  be,  it  did  not  make  much  odds.  We  scrambled  back  up  a  mixture 
of  wooden  steps  and  rocky  ledges;  the  formation  of  the  basaltic  pillars 
making  the  ascent  easy,  (tho'  by  the  way  it's  hardly  adapted  for  ladies  or 
Highlanders,)  and  tumbling  into  the  boats  again  were  soon  on  board  the 
steamer,  where  all  hands  commenced  fortifying  their  inner  men  (and 
women)  with  undisguised  "goes"  of  grog.  This  lasted  until  we 
reached  Iona,  and  produced  accordingly  a  highly  sentimental  frame  of 
mind  in  such  of  the  pilgrims  as  were  not  sick  and  were  able  to  visit  the 
ruins ;  The  captain  gave  us  an  hour'&r  leave  for  a  run  ashore,  and  the 
sun  coming  out  most  splendidly,  and  driving  the  mist  away,  we  all 
shook  our  feathers  and  budged        *  *  *  *  * 

Iona! — How  can  I  describe  these  intensely  interesting  ruins? — Ruins 
I  can  hardly  call  them,  for  if  their  authenticity  was  not  beyond  a  doubt 
you  might  almost  fancy  they  were  the  work  of  the  present  century.  The 
preservation  of  the  tombs  and  carvings  is  something  marvellous,  consider- 
ing their  antiquity.  I  am  not  given  to  much  rapturous  sentimentality, 
yet  I  would  have  given  a  great  deal  to  have  been  left  to  myself  for  a  day 
or  two,  and  I  don't  envy  the  man,  who  could  hurry  full  speed  as  we  did 
Oter  the  cathedral  and  other  places,  under  the  guidance  of  an  unintelligi- 
ble Scotchman  and  be  satisfied.  Solitude  was  however  out  of  the  question, 
for  to  say  nothing  of  the  presence  of  so  many  strangers  from  the  steamer, 
the  aborigines  bothered  one's  life  out,  to  buy  shells  and  pebbles,  and 
their  ceaseless  importunities  following  us  wherever  we  go,  soon  brought 
me  back  from  where  I  was  in  imagination  (ages  and  ages  back,)  to  the 
present  matter  of  fact  time* when,  "filthy  lucre  "  is  all  that's  cared  for. 

Let  us   go  and  get  on 'board  the  steamer,  (just  fancy   what  old 
Saint  Colomba  would  have  thought,  if  he  could  have  turned  out  of  his 
tomb  for  half  an  hour  to  see  a  smoky  steamer!)     Being  thus  rudely 
brought  back  to  every  day  life,  I  begin  to  find  I'm  growing  hungry,  and 
its  near  dinner  time.     Be  off  then,  you  ragged  headed  and  tattered 
tailed  little  Ionian  imps,  take  your  shells  and  stones,  and  cheat ' 
"  Admiral "  if  you  will,  or  rather  if  you  can,  and  leave  me  in  peace, ' 
in  no  humour  to  be  bothered,  and  a  man  before  his  dinner  is  a  dang 
ous  animal.    Oh!  to  go  by  oneself  or  with  a  well  chosen  small  pa 
(and  in  a  yacht,  mind  that,)  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  delightful, 
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though  there  were  many  places  vastly  superior  in  scenery,  there  is  no 
place  so  deeply  interesting  and  impressive  as  Icolmkill. 

After  leaving  the  place  and  again  assembling  aboard  the  steamer,  we 
turned  our  head  back  to  Tobermory  (our  party  having  previously  made 
an  arrangement  with  the  captain  that  he  should  leave  us  there,)  and  be- 
ing before  the  wind  we  were  pretty  easy,  though  the  long  heavy  roll 
prevented  many  from  feeling  too  confident  about  dinner;  but  at  last  we 
mustered  a  very  fair  table  full,  and  spent  the  afternoon  most  pleasantly, 
especially  as,  thanks  to  the  scrambling  about  Stafia  and  Iona,  we  had 
cultivated  several  very  agreeable  acquaintances.     At  6h.  p.m,  we  were 
off  Tobermory,  and  our  respective  gigs,  coming  alongside,  we  shoved  on 
hoard  the  yachts,  and  found  that  our  skipper  was  just  about  getting 
underway  for  Oban  again,  the  steamer  being  so  late,  that  he  thought 
she  had  gone  round  the  other  way;  and  in   that  case,  we  should  have 
been  25  miles  from  our  floating  house  and  home  without  a  rag.     Right 
glad  were  we  then,  to  get  on  board  and  change  our  clothes,  for  we  were 
wet  through;  but  soon  made  ourselves  snug  and  comfortable,  and  after 
a  late  supper  turned  in. 

At  our  usual  hour  in  the  morning,  4h.  a.m.,  the  anchor  was  up,  and 
we  were  away  for  Skye:  Ardoamurchan  Point  was  soon  passed,  with 
the  Islands  of  Coll,   Rum,  Egg,  and  others,  in  light  breezes  and  fine 
weather.     These  islands  are  wild  and  uninteresting,  except  from  their 
dreariness  and  solitude,  and  their  very  desolation  and  forbidding  appear- 
ance, added  to  the  peculiar  roar  and  moaning  of  the  Atlantic  amongst 
their  many  caves  and  rocks  (for  the  ocean  is  here  unbroken  except  by 
these  small  isles,)  produces  a  strange  feeling  of  undefined  fear,  or  rather, 
uncertainty,  in  one's  imagination,  that  is  after  all  a  very  necessary  sort 
of  ingredient  for  the  appreciation  of  such  scenery.    Bat  let  us  look  ahead 
for  we  are  rapidly  approaching  Skye,  and  are  close  to  Soa  Island,  with 
an  increasing  breeze;  but  as  it  is  fair  we  make  the  most  of  it  with  large 
topsail  and  first  jib, — shoot  round  the  point  into  Loch  Scavig,  and  come 
to  anchor  between  the  main  land  of  Skye  and  Soa:  our  consorts  follow- 
ing our  motions,  the  sails  are  furled  and  coated,  all  made  snug;  and  we 
have  time  to  look  about  us:  the  invariable  Scotch  mist  just  lifting  at  the 
time  to  shew  us  a  glimpse  of  Loch  Scavig,  and  the  far-famed  Culfin 
mountains.     Each  day's  scenery  so  far,  we  fancied,  surpassed  the  pre- 
via ones;  but  now,  this  of  all  others  was  beyond  description.     The 
:>le  character  of  the  country  before  us  was  totally  different  to  what 
had  hitherto  Been.     The  immense  massiveness  of  the  formation  of 
i  rocks  without  split  or  fissure,  the  roaring  waterfalls,  like  threads  of 
'er  as  they  seemed  to  trickle  over  the  mountain,  and  yet  such  a  boil- 
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i  ng  mass  of  water  as  they  plunged,  head  first,  into  the  black  and  gloomy 
sea  below;  not  a  house  or  visible  sign  of  life,  it  was  a  picture  I  shall 
not  soon  forget 

However,  here  we  are,  and  as  our  friends  of  the  C and  A 

determined  that  all  should  be  seen  that  was  to  be  seen,,  our  three  gigs 
were  "  piped  away  "  after  dinner  at  6h.  p.m.,  with  our  united  party  to 
pull  to  the  head  of  Loch  Scavig  and  the  fresh  water  lake— Coruisk,  a 
distance  of  seven  or  eight  mites.  After  a  hard  pull,  with  a  heavy  sea 
(for  such  light  boats,)  the  whole  party,  nineteen  in  number,  assembled 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  runs  out  of  Coruisk,  with  but  one  opinion* 
namely,  that  not  to  have  visited  Scavig,  and  especially  Coruisk,  would 
have  been  to  lose  the  finest  thing  of  the  whole  cruise. 

Some  of  our  party  brought  their  rods  and  flies,  but  their  luck  waa 
only  indifferent.  Of  course  as  we  had  not  brought  our  rifles,  there  were 
seals  in  plenty,  close  within  range,  (and  one  or  two  eagles  that  were  not.) 
We  climbed  the  rocks  and  explored  the  shores  of  the  "  dread  lake  " — 
Coruisk* 

n  By  my  hafidome 
A  scene  so  rude  so  wild  as  this 
Yet  so  sublime  in  barrenness 
Ne'er  did  my  wandering  footsteps  press, 
Where'er  I  happed  to  roam.'* 

Lord  or  the  Isi,f.s,  Canto  iii.  Stanza  I& 

The  best  description  of  Coruisk  and  Scavig,  whose  scenery  is  altogether 
unequalled  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  Isles,  is_given  in  "  Wilson's 
voyage,"  and  also  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.    The  description  of  Loch  Coruisk 
and  the  scenery  around  it  is  one  of  the  noblest  passages  in  the  Lord  of 
the  Isles;    and  I  would  advise  every  yachtsman  to   "  read  up  w  before 
taking  this  cruise.     As  the  night  drew  on,  the  increasing  wind  and  sea, 
which  was  breaking  heavily  on  the  rocks,  made  it  imprudent  to  stay 
longer;  and  after  a  preparatory  "  tot "  all  round,  the  boats  were  launched, 
and  slowly  we  drew  out  of  the  bay.     This  was  ticklish  work,  especi- 
ally in  our  light  gig;  but  tho'  some  of  us  felt  a  little  anxious  at  starting, 
the  first  mile  shewed  our  lively  little  boat  was  quite  equal  to  a  much 
heavier  sea,  and  by  dint  of  watching  her  well  and  humouring  her  a  little,, 
we  shipped  nothing  worse  than  spray;  and  at  eleven  o'clock  we  were 
alongside  the  Nina  rod,  where  all  looked  jolly,  snug,  and  comfortable 
tea,  and  fresh  fish,  a  glass  of  grog,   and  turn  in.     What  struck 
greatly  this  evening  was  the  extreme  shortness  of  the  nights,  at  elei 
o'clock  I  could  see  to  read  on  deck,  and  it  was  broad  daylight  again 
three  in  the  morning. 
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Friday  the  27th  of  June,  we  commenced  our  journey  homewards,  but 
before  sailing  I  went  ashore  to  meet  R  ,  who  had  kindly  sent  for 
a  lot  of  terriers  for  my  inspection.  Here  I  found  him  and  a  Highland 
keeper  with  no  end  of  dogs  of  all  ages;  all  his  pockets  were  stuffed  full 
of  them,  and  such  a  yelping,  barking,  and  growling  was  set  up,  that  the 

mountains  echoed  again.     After  taking  the  opinion  of  G and  our 

pilot,  who  were  both  judges  of  "  dogflesh,"  T  chose  two  that  took  my 
fancy  most,  and  handing  them  to  the  custody  of  the  pilot,  who  did  not 
seem  to  object  to  their  teeth  as  I  did,  we  pulled  on  board,  and  at  llh. 
sum.  the  three  yachts  got  underway,  the  A  intending  to  go  round 

the  Point  of  Sclate  to  Portree,  and  the  Nimrod  and  C ,  back  to 

Oban  and  homewards.  Just  as  we  were  leaving  the  entrance  of  Loch 
Scavig,  the  fog  suddenly  lifted,  giving  us  a  most  beautiful  view  of  the 
whole  of  the  Loch  and  the  Cullin  Hills.  This  was  nearly  too  much  for 
us,  and  we  almost  determined  to  remain  another  day;  Jbut  the  mist  re- 
appearing as  suddenly,  and  the  A (which  appeared  like  a  phantom 

ship  in  the  fog)  finding  herself  unpleasantly  close  to  the  land  without 
a  chance  of  seeing  it,  changing  her  course  and  following  us,  we  all  three 
steered  for  Ardnamurchan  Point,  a  dead  beat  and  little  or  no  wind,  but 
a  heavy  roll,  which  put  all  idea  of  exploring  the  spar  caves  out  of  the 
question.  As  the  weather  was  thick,  we  soon  lost  sight  of  each  other, 
and  as  night  drew  near  we  opened  the  Atlantic — the  length  and  height , 
of  the  ocean  swell  being  very  remarkable. 

Our  pilot  told  us  he  had  been  many  times  about  these  islands,  but 
that  he  never  remembered,  except  once  or  twice  in  winter,  so  severe 
and  long  a  roll.  We  afterwards  learnt  it  was  owing  to  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  that  occurred  in  the  Irish  Channel,  which  caused  much 
damage  and  loss  of  life  about  Liverpool  and  the  Welsh  coasts,  but  fortu- 
nately it  did  not  extend  as  far  north  as  we  were.  The  pilot  began  to 
be  anxious  to  get  a  sight  of  Ardnamurchan  light  or  get  a  bearing,  as 
we  could  hear  plainly  the  roaring  of  the  sea  on  the  rocks  somewhere 
or  other, — we  supposed  it  to  be  Coll.  We  all  felt  anxious  too,  but  the 
"  Admiral "  promptly  administering  some  egg  nogs,  our  equanimity  was 
restored,  and  soon  after  midnight  we  made  out  the  light,  and  the  A 

and  C to  windward  a  short  distance.     We  fired  a  rocket  and  a  blue 

light,  and  a  slight  clearing  of  the  sky  shewed  us  the  Isle  of  Coll,  re- 
zing  all  our  doubts,  and  sending  us  to  bed  satisfied  and  comfortable. 
A  few  hours  in  bed  was  sufficient  for  me,  and  at  5h.  a.m.  next  morn- 
j  I  went  on  deck  and  found  we  were  close  to  Ardnamurchan  Point, 
ning  along  the  shore  about  two  cables'  length  from  it,  with  a  rattling 
eexe,  and  as  it  is  generally  squally  in  the  Sound  of  Mull,  as  a  precau- 
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tionary  measure  we  took  in  the  topsail,  housed  the  topmast,  and  settled 
down  for  a  "  threshing  match  "  through  the  Sound;  weather  getting 
worse,  rain  and  heavy  squalls  every  minute.  I  then  turned  in  again  for 
an  hour  or  two,  and  at  ten  o'clock  we  all  sat  down  to  breakfast  in  our 
accustomed  easy  dishabille.  At  twelve  we  passed  Tobermory  where 
our  consorts  had  just  come  to  anchor,  but  we  carried  on  to  Oban  as  we 
were  anxious  to  get  our  letters,  and  if  we  did  not  get  them  to-night  it 
would  be  Monday  morning  before  they  would  be  delivered.  The  strong 
breeze  brought  us  shortly  to  Ardtornish  Castle,  formerly  the  stronghold 
of  the  Macdonalds,  the  Lords  of  the  Isles.  I  remember  hearing  a  story 
of  one  of  the  Macdonald  chiefs,  who  being  a  guest  at  the  viceregal  table 
in  Dublin,  and  happening  to  come  in  late,  took  his  place  near  the  root. 
On  being  asked  by  one  of  the  party  to  move  upwards  towards  his  noble 
entertainer,  he  sent  back  the  somewhat  "  bumptious  "  reply, — "  That 
where  the  Macdonald  sits,  that  is  the  head  of  the  table!"  Verily,  these 
"  great  unbreeched  "  had  no  small  opinion  of  themselves,  for  it  is  related 
that  the  Clan  McLean,  who  "hung  out"  at  Castle  Duart,  (the  opposite 
side  of  the  Sound,)  affirm  with  equal  modesty,  that  "  their  chief  had  a 
boat  of  his  own  at  the  flood  1 "  This,  I  think,  is  the  earliest  record  of 
a  yacht  owner  we  have. 

At  3h.  p.m.  we  were  off  the  Leddie  rock,  with  a  strong  tide  setting 
against  us,  and  a  heavier  squall  than  usual  catching  us  as  it  came  rush- 
ing down  the  mountains  of  Kerrera,  laid  our  stiff  little  barkie  over,  more 
than  I  ever  saw  her  before,  and  somewhat  disturbed  the  economy  of  our 
dinner  table. 

We  entered  the  bay  of  Oban  by  the  Sound  of  Dunolly,  and  the  town 
looked  very  pretty,  as  it  opened  out  all  at  once.  The  place  was  en- 
livened also  by  the  presence  of  two  or  three  yachts,— the  Ariel  schooner, 
Commodore  Iittledale,  the  Maria  schooner,  Mr.  Rathbone,  and  the  Sur- 
prise cutter,  Mr.  Rigge,  all  of  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club. 

In  two  or  three  hours  after  we  had  arrived  our  consorts  came  tearing 
in,  in  fine  style,  with  a  slashing  breeze,  and  took  up  their  anchorage 
near  us  and  furled  sails  very  smartly.  The  evening  was  passed  yery 
pleasantly,  the  Nimrod  as  usual  (on  a  Saturday  night  especially)  being 
the  rendezvous. 

Sunday  morning  was  rather  wet:  at  eleven  o  clock  we  went  ashore 
to  church,  and  after  that  a  long  walk  on  the  shores  of  the  Sound,  i 
retained  on  board  to  dinner  at  five.  We  spent  a  quiet  evening  on  bot 
the  C  as  we  were,  much  to  our  regret,  to  part  company  on 
morrow;  the  R  s  leaving  by  land  for  Glasgow,  and  the  C  ■  I 
A—  going  round  the  Mull  of  Can  tire;  and  we  bade  good  bye,  p 
raising  to  call  on  R at  Largs  on  our  way  back. 
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Monday  morning  the  30th  June,  was  lovely,  but  hardly  a  breath  on 

the  waters.     The  A  with  her  mainsail  and  large  topsail  set  was 

heaving  up  her  ancher,  and  about  ten  slowly  passed  under  our  stern,  and 

shortly  after  the  C— —  swept  gracefully  past  us,  and  so  we  parted  from 

oar  consorts,  with  much  unwillingness,  for  it  seemed  like  the  ending  of 

our  pleasant  cruise.    We  signalled  6318  (of  Ackers),  and  watched  them 

round  the  point,  after  which  we  betook  ourselves  to  look  out  for  some 

amusement,  for  as  the  weather  was  so  calm  we  had  arranged  not  to  sail 

to  day.     Strolled  about  the  place,  went  to  read  the  news,  and  then  took 

a  "  constitutional "  up  the  shores  of  Kerrera.     Certainly  they  are  most 

beautiful,  and  I  think  I  never  Saw  wild  flowers  in  such  perfection.     We 

gathered  a  large  bouquet,  and  then  returned  ou  board  to  dress,  for  we 

were  engaged  to  dine  on  board  the  Ariel  to-night  with  Commodore  L. 

and  "  six  was  the  hour  for  a  greasy  chin."     We  also  had  a  call  from 

the  owner  of  the  Surprise. 

It  certainly  is  very  pleasant  after  all,  this  style  of  life  and  I  can  com- 
pare it  to  no  other  method  of  living  and  travelling  in  point  of  comfort  and 
enjoyment.  Like  a  snail  you  carry  your  house  on  your  back  wherever 
yoo  go:  there  is  no  trouble  in  packing  and  unpacking  at  every  place 
yon  vkit,  no  getting  to  an  inn  late  at  night,  and  finding  they  have  no 
xoom  for  you,  no  trouble  of  paying  bills  and  feeing  servants,  and  no 
turning  out  in  "  hot  haste "  in  the  morning  to  catch  the  coach  or 
steamer:  you  may  lie  in  bed  without  fear  of  being  late;  you  are  perfectly 
independent  as  to  your  movements,  and  never  bothered  with  having  to 
make  a  fresh  set  of  acquaintances,  every  day  almost,  and  its  proverbial 
John  Bull  is  a  bad  hand  at  this. 

Certainly  some  matter-of-fact  persons  (anxious  to  cram  as  much  tra- 
velling into  a  day,  as  possible,)  may  say,—"  Its  all  very  fine,  but  give 
me  a  steamer  that  gets  over  the  distance  in  something  more  than  a 
snaWs  pace,  (if  you  will  have  the  simile,)  and  is  independent  of  wind  and 
tide;"  but  I  answer,  in  trips  like  our  present  one  where  the  object  is 
pleasure  alone,  speed  is  the  only  advantage  you  can  claim  for  a  steamer, 
which  has  other  disadvantages  besides  those  I've  just  mentioned,  for  you 
are  whJBked  past  place  after  place,  without  having  time  for  more  than  a 
glimpse  \  you  are  tied  to  time  bills  and  route,  and  I  must  say  without 
prejudice,  that  the  very  company  of  some  score  of  fellow  passengers  at 
ch  places  as  Jona,  do  not  increase  the  romance  of  the  thing,  and  cer- 
inly  not  the  pleasure.     This  may  seem  affected  and  selfish,  but  I  am 
ly  comparing  the  two  modes  of  travelling  and  other  relative  advantages, 
it  the  least  of  which  is  having  a  friend  or  two  with  you  to  participate, 
fte?  this  digression  I'll  say  no  more  to-night,  except  that  we  passed  a 
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very  pleasant  evening  (Mrs.  L.  and  her  family  being  on  board).  We 
parted  at  ten  o'clock,  and  as  we  sail  tomorrow  we  went  ashore  to  take 
a  "  last  lingering  look/'  returning  on  board  about  eleven,  where  by  the 
way  we  found  an  addition  to  our  live  stock  in  the  shape  of  a  remark- 
able handsome  cat,  which  one  of  our  gig's  crew,  said,  had  followed  him 
to  the  boat  However,  we  could  not  turn  poor  puss  adrift,  so  we  made 
her  comfortable  for  the  night,  and  speculated  on  the  possibility  of  estab- 
lishing a  "  happy  family  "  with  her  and  the  Skye  terriers. 

Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  up  betimes,  as  we  are  underway  early  for 
Crinan,  and  hope  to  get  through  the  canal  to  day  if  possible;  but  the 
weather  soon  showed  us  that  was  out  of  the  question.  It  was  a  gloomy, 
wet,  squally  morning,  and  the  wind  was  dead  ahead,  blowing  very  hard, 
kicking  up  quite  enough  of  sea  to  be  pleasant,  when  we  got  clear  of 
Kerrera,  so  we  hauled  down  a  couple  of  reefs,  set  a  small  jib  and  jogged 
away  to  windward  as  merrily  as  we  could,  and  a  tough  fight  we.'  had  of 
it,  for  the  sea  which  comes  from  the  westward  is  right  from  the  Atlantic, 
and  gets  so  jammed  amongst  the  islands  and  rocks,  and  so  twisted  with 
the  tide  that  you  have  not  a  fair  chance,  as  you  have  with  a  good  honest 
"  comber  "  in  the  open  water.  Every  plate  and  glass  in  the  vessel  was 
jingling,  the  cat  was  molrowing,  the  dogs  were  growling,  and  in  spite  of 
swing  tables  the  breakfast  would  not  be  laid,  so  we  had  to  grin  and 
abide,  and  lie  on  our  beds  reading  and  munching  what  we  could  get, 
and  postponed  breakfast  to  lunch  time,  as  the  pilot  assured  us  by  that 
time  we  should  have  shelter;  and  sure  enough  about  noon  we  were  in 
still  water  under  the  lee  of  Lunga  Island,  and  had  come  to  an  anchor, 
not  being  able  to  stem  the  tide,  the  wind  having  dropped,  tho'  we  could 
see  outside,  the  vessels  knocking  about  in  as  angry  a  sea  as  ever.  Such 
is  cruising  in  the  Highlands,— one  hour  you  have  a  three-reef  mainsail, 
aud  the  next  you  are  drifting  with  all  your  large  canvas  aloft. 

After  waiting  some  hours  and  making  up  for  lost  time  at  breakfast, 
we  were  again  underway,  and  though  every  now  and  then  we  were  en- 
veloped in  mist  (not  very  pleasant  in  these  intricate  passages,  studded  as 
they  are  with  small  islands,  and  rocks,  and  tide  running  6  and  7  knots,) 
we  managed  very  well,  and  hit  on  a  novel  expedient  for  indicating  our 
position  to  other  vessels  in  the  fog,  which  was  this, — the  cat  was  brought 
on  deck  in  a  basket  and  the  terriers  allowed  to  have  one  look  at  her,  on 
which  they  would  immediately  commence  barking  furiously  for  half 
hour,  and  as  soon  as  they  slackened  in  their  noise,  they  were  excited 
another  view  of  puss,  until  at  last  the  mere  mention  of  a  cat  was  enoi 
to  set  them  off.     At  4h.  we  passed  Craiguish  Castle,  leaving  Corry  vi 
chan  well  on  the  starboard  hand,  and  entering  Loch  Crinan  thror 
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*  Hell  gate  n  we  hauled  into  the  canal  basin  at  6b.  p.m.  Most  striking 
was  the  change,  to  get  into  this  quiet  pool  under  the  hill  side,  the  trees 
overhanging  jour  topmast,  the  heather  brushing  the  very  sides  of  the 
vessel,  the  cow  brought  alongside  for  milking,  and  every  thing  so  totally 
different  to  the  scene  of  discomfort  we  had  endured  in  the  morning. 
The  evening  was  most  beautiful;  we  rambled  about  the  hills,  where  the 
crew  were  cutting  brushwood  for  fenders,  to  save  our  paint  going  through 
the  canal,  and  we  turned  in  at  eleven  in  high  good  humour  with  every 
thing  and  every  body. 

Oh!  how  lovely  the  morning  was,  when  we  turned  out  at5h.  a.m.  (!) 
in  our  dressing  gowns  and  slippers,  and  stepped  ashore  to  look  about  us, 
whilst  our  "horse-power"  was  being  attached.  We  had  had  so  much 
wet  weather  lately  that  a  real  fine  sunshiny  June  morning  came  doubly 
welcome,  every  thing  so  fresh  and  glittering,  and  though  we  looked 
back  at  the  clear  blue  mountains  we  were  leaving,  with  something  like 
regret,  the  country  before  us  looked  so  smiling,  and  the  novelty  of  the 
change  from  sea  to  canal  so  strange  that  we  were  all  satisfied,  and  all 
hands  were  soon  influenced  by  the  bright  sunshine,  and  were  as  jolly  as 
"  ten  topsail  sheet  blocks,"  and  skipping  ashore  like  lamplighters.  Our 
progress  was  necessarily  slow,  and  the  locks  were  very  tedious:  but  there 
was  plenty  of  work  for  a  sketcher,  and  no  end  of  choice  of  subject;  at 
at  one  time  winding  round  the  foot  of  a  rocky  crag,  and  now  sailing 
through  a  beautifully  wooded  park,  with  the  banks  of  the  canal  covered 
with  wild  roses  and  fuchias.  It  was  a  complete  ladies'  day  (though  a 
long  one,  for  we  didn't  reach  Ardrishatg  till  afternoon.)  and  the  presence 
of  one  or  two  would  have  rendered  the  day's  enjoyment  all  that  was 
wanting  to  make  it  perfect.  After  a  drive  on  shore  at  Ardrishaig, 
through  Sir  John  Orde's  park,  we  returned  to  a  late  dinner  and  turned 
in  at  twelve. 

I  am  ashamed  to  say  we  were  up  late  this  morning,  thereby  missing 
a  great  part  of  the  fine  scenery  of  Loch  Fyne.  We  had  got  so  used  to 
noise  now,  that  the  tramp  and  bustle  of  getting  underway  failed  to 
awaken  us,  and  the  steward  having  been  reviled  and  abused,  no  end,  for 
calling  us  (once  or  twice  without  occasion)  did  not  dare  to  disturb  us  or 
even  hint  at  the  time  of  day.  It  was  now  about  nine  when  we  entered 
1  Kyles  of  Bute  through  which  we  had  to  beat.  The  squalls  are 
i  ays  heavy  here,  and  I  recommend  all  yachtsman  taking  this  passage 
1  be  sparing'  of  their  canvas,  or  they  may  chance  to  get  their  spars 
j  at  their  ears,  to  say  nothing  of  crockery  smashed.  We  enjoyed  the 
f  .  much,  for  the  scenery  of  the  Kyles  is  very  fine, — they  are  more  like 
i  Iver  in  many  places,  only  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  across,  and  wind- 
•>•  4. — vol..  vl.  t 
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ing  through  wood  and  rook  most  delightfully  blended.  Determined  to 
enjoy  ourselves  to  the  utmost,  we  had  a  champagne  luneh  on  deck;  and 
sweeping  round  the  beautiful  bay  of  Rothsay,  with  its  picturesquely 
situated  little  town,  we  stood  across  the  Clyde,  and  brought  up  at  hood 
in  20  fathoms  of  the  pretty  watering  place  of  Large.  Here  we  went 
ashore,  and  were  most  hospitably  received  aa  usual  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R» 
at  their  country  house,  with  a  hearty  welcome  and  a  good  dinner.  The 
evening  passed  so  pleasantly  that  it  was  doubly  haid  to  say  "  good  bye," 
when  the  time  came,  but  we  were  on  our  way  home,  aad  the  wind  waa 
fair,  so  "  hardening  our  hearts,"  we  got  on  board  at  eleven. 

As  it  would  have  been  out  of  our  way  to  have  put  in  at  Campbeltown 
to  leave  our  pilot  (who  belonged  to  that  place,)  we  here  dismissed  kim 
to  go  by  steamer.  The  old  fellow  waa  quite  sorry  to  leave  us  apparently, 
and  we  parted  with  mutual  regret.  To-night  our  cat  jumped  overboard, 
to  the  great  consternation  of  the  crew,  who  were  perfectly  certain  that 
something  must  happen  to  the  vessel  in  consequence.  It  is  strange 
sometimes  what  odd  coincidences  happen  to  strengthen  the  superstition 
of  sailors;  an  instance  of  which  occurred  to  myself  onee  when  going 
into  Fleetwood  in  1848.  I  had  a  small  yacht,  the  Jannette*  on  board 
which  was,  the  whole  season,  a  favorite  cat,  and  a  most  accomplished  one, 
she  oould  do  all  sorts  of  tricks,  from  sucking  the  eggs  to  going  aloft, 
and  was  duly  appreciated  in  consequence.  She  had  moreover  a  habit  of 
sitting  on  the  taffrail,  whatever  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  it  fell  oat 
that  on  the  occasion  mentioned  above,  as  it  was  heavy  weather,  the  poor 
cat  was  washed  overboard,  and  though  we  put  about  and  used  all  our 
endeavours  we  never  saw  her  again.  Well,  that  same  night  we  got  on 
shore*  and  tho'  fortunately  without  much  damage  to  the  yacht,  she  had 
to  be  stripped,  and  all  her  sails,  stores,  &e.,  taken  out  of  her*  After 
12  or  15  men  had  been  at  work  several  days,  getting  the  "  ways  *  under 
her,  she  was  launched,  the  stern  hawser  burst  and  broke  a  man's  leg!— 
the  vessel  was  then  towed  to  one  of  the  oaoonog  buoys,  and  that  very 
same  night  one  of  the  steamers,  (a  stranger  in  the  pott,)  "  backed  "  on 
to  the  poor  unfortunate  little  Janette,  and  stripped  off  all  her  starboard 
bulwarks  from  "  stem  to  stem.  Of  course  the  skipper  aad  crew  attri- 
buted this  accumulated  ill  luck  to  the  loss  of  the  cat,  and  say  what  I 
would,  nothing  would  convince  them  to  the  oonirary.  Fortunately  •M 
rule  was  proved  by  the  exception,  in  our  voyage  home,  after  the  1  - 
of  our  Oban  oat,  for  though  we  had  the  weather  bad  enough,  there  i  t 
no  accident. 

Next  morning  our  anchor  was  away  early,  a  fine  breese  taking  or    ► 
^amlash  in   an  hour   (first  rate  sailing  by  the  way);  bat  when 


CRUISE   OF  THE  NiMROD.  163 

mustered  on  deck  after  breakfast  at  ten,  we  found  ourselves  passing 
the  Craig  of  Ailsa,  with  but  a  very  light  breeze,  though  there  was  an 
omnious  looking  blackness  spreading  over  the  sea  and  sky  "  outside." 
Hera  we  were  rapidly  overhauled  by  the  Flying  Cloud,  (a  new  Ameri- 
canised schooner  yacht)  with  all  her  flying  kites  set,— square-sail,  large 
topsails,  staysails,  and  all.  This  set  us  on  our  mettle,  and  we  essayed 
to  set  our  large  topsail  also;  but  the  halliards  were  jammed  and  would 
not  run,  so  we  were  forced  (like  "  Uncle  Ned"  with  the  corn  cake,) 
to  let  it  "  abe."  I  would  just  mention,  this  is  not  an  uncommon  occur- 
rence, and  is  owing  to  the  topmast  rigging  slipping  over  the  "  hounds  " 
of  the  topmast,  and  over  the  sheave  of  the  topsail  halliards. 

On  went  the  schooner  with  a  speed  worthy  of  her  name,  and  making 
the  most  of  the  light  breeze  at  the  time  she  ran  us  hull  down  in  a  few 
hours. 

At  noon,  having  duly  "  made  the  sun  over  the  fore  yard,"  the  sea 
had  got  up  so  rapidly,  we  thought  it  time  to  make  all  snug,  so  housed 
the  topmast  and  lashed  the  boats,  &c.  The  wind  was  dead  aft  and  the 
boom  as  much  off  as  the  rigging  would  allow — when  the  gale  came 
roaring  on  us.  Though  not  very  far  from  the  Scotch  land,  the  thick 
scud  surrounding  us  in  whirling  eddies,  confined  our  view  to  a  very 
Hmited  extent  some  times.  The  heavy  leaden  clouds  were  hurrying 
faster  and  faster  out  of  the  horizon  to  windward,  "  trailing  their  wet 
wiugs "  so  low  that  they  seemed  to  touch  our  little  white  burgee  that 
flattered  so  nervously  at  the  mast  head.  "  Never  hallo  till  you  are 
out  of  the  wood;" — we  had  been  congratulating  ourselves,  we  had  not 
been  caught  in  bad  weather  the  whole  cruise,  but  now,  just  at  the  very 
last  we  got  it  "  hot  and  heavy."  Never  mind,  we've  a  stout  craft  under 
us,  and  we  cracked  on  with  all  the  confidence  of  a  frigate  and  fought 
onr  way  on,  through  the  heavy  sea,  comparatively  dry  and  comfortable. 
The  race  off  the  Mull  of  Galloway  was  certaiuly  by  no  means  pleasant; 
our  ship  was  extremely  fidgetty  in  the  troubled  waters;  and  dinner,  which 
was  about  this  hour  announced,  was  indefinitely  postponed  until  a  more 
propitious  season. 

At  four  o'clock  we  had,  much  to  our  surprise  run  the  island  down, 
and  as  we  had  not  dared  to  jibe  in  such  a  sea,  and  were  therefore 
spelled  to  keep  such  a  course  as  to  avoid  doing  so  ,we  found  ourselves 
■e  aboard  of  Juby  Point.  To  alter  our  course  was  now  imperative, 
;  was — "  all  hands  clap  on  the  mainsheet! — give  her  the  helm!—* 
f  skipper V9  We  rear  up,  right  on  end  nearly — "  Holy  Moses!  what 
unge  (as  she  comes  up  head  to  wind,)  the  bowsprit  wont  stand  such 
ther. — There's  a  smash  of  crockery! — Well  done  boys,  in  with  it! — 
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Look  out,  here's  a  clean  sweep, — this  big  sea  re  aboard  of  us!"  we  hold 
our  breath: — "  No!  hurrah  its  all  right,  she's  round!— ease  up  the  sheets 
and  'keep  her  away,  my  man!"  And  away  she  flies  for  the  Point  of 
Ayre,  rolling  and  surging  more  than  ever  in  the  beam  sea.     We  have 
one  more  fight  with  the  sea  and  tide  in  the  "  Strews,"  fas  the  race  off 
the  Point  is  called,)  which  leaped  angrily  on  to  our  deck,  thumped  our 
stern,  kicked  our  bows,  and  then  with  one  final  vicious  roll,  we  glided 
out  of  the  fierce  turmoil  into  the  smooth  water,  under  the  lee  of  the 
island,  and  entered  Ramsey  bay.     The  transition  being  as  abrupt  as- 
jumping  over  the  hedge  out  of  a  ploughed  field  into  a  bowling  green. 
We,  (I  speak  more  especially  of  my  guests  and  myself,)  drew  a  long 
breath,  gathered  ourselves  up  and  rushed  down  into  the  cabin,  where 
the  swing  table  was  at  last  at  rest,  the  lights  burning  brightly,  the  soup 
and  lobscouse  (our  standing  dish  in  bad  weather,)  smoking  hot,  and  the 
champagne  with  the  corkscrew  handy.     Never  did  dinner  look  so  invit- 
ing, and  never  did  mortals  fall  to  with  greater  gusto,  than  we  three  half 
famished  fellows. 

So  it  is,  as  in  every  thing  else,  despite  the  discomforts  of  a  smalf 
vessel  in  a  heavy  sea  and  a  gale  of  wind,  the  true  enjoyment  of  a  cruise 
would  be  imperfect  without  a  mixture  of  good  and  bad,  comfort  and  dis- 
comfort, and  tho'  the  last  is  not  pleasant  at  the  time,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  extreme  contentment  and 
satisfaction  with  which  you  welcome  the  change:  your  very  mishaps, 
being  then  subjects  of  merriment  and  fun.  There  was  only  one  ingre- 
dient of  regret  to  mar  our  pleasure  to  night,  and  that  was  the  feeling 
that  our  cruise  was  all  but  over,  and  though  many  ties  of  home  consoled 
us,  I  am  sure  we  were  all  sorry  to  leave  the  barkie  that  had  carried  us* 
so  faithfully  and  pleasantly.  Dinner  was  prolonged  until  we  heard  the 
order  "  Stand  by  the  anchor!* n  and  the  rattling  chain  told  u»  we  were 
once  more  in  Douglas  Bay. 

We  found  the  Flying  Cloud  had  arrived  little  more  than  an  hour 
before  us,  which  much  surprised  me,  as  she  was  at  one  time  at  least 
three  or  four  hours  before  us;  but  it  appears  the  heavy  sea  she  met  with 
after  she  passed  us,  bothered  her,  fine  weather  being  her  forte.  The 
ladies  who*  were  on  board  had  had  a  sad  fright  we  were  told. 

My  cruise  is  finished,  and  I  have  nothing  more  to  tell,  except  that      r 
returned  to  England  as  we  came,  in  the  steamer,  the  passage  equs 
unpleasant,  and  not  the  less  so  when    we  contrasted  the  independei 
and  comfort  of  the  yacht.    However  its  no  use  fretting,  and  we  can  c 
sole  ourselves  with  the  reflection  of  happy  hours  and  past  enjoyme     > 
and  the  anticipation  of  future  cruises  on  board  the  Nimeod  ! 
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ORAL  TRADITIONS  OF  THE  CINQUE  PORTS  * 

BT  CAPTA1H  X.  B.  MABTOT. 

PART  V. 

It  may  excite  surprise  to  the  unobserving  to  be  told,  that  "  tremor**" 
so  ealled  by  the  Azoreans,  incipient  earthquake  is  frequent  here,  and 
generally  mistaken  for  distant  salutes  of  heavy  ordnance,  except  when 
H  happens  at  night.  Our  tidal  diagrams  often  exhibit  very  singular 
oscillations  of  the  tidal  column,  which  are  de  facto  in  miniature  a  simi- 
litude of  the  tumultuous  hearings  of  the  ocean  upon  a  grander  scale  in 
those  awful  convulsions  which  have  desolated  whole  provinces,  and  it  i» 
a  decided  coincidence  that  the  whole  sea  line  of  our  shore  in  the  British 
Channel,  affords  similar  evidences  in  the  loss  of  its  extensive  havens  by 
disturbances  of  the  earth's  surface. — See  vol.  II.  Geological  Society  of 
London,  page  595  to  598. 

Of  all  the  natural  formations  none  are  more  uniform  in  their  structure 
than  the  chalk  basins,  and  thus  the  dip  of  the  chalk  strata  beneath  the 
more  recent  deposits  in  all  the  valleys  is  easily  ascertained  by  the  inclined 
plane  of  the  contiguous  hills.  By  this  rule  the  French  geologists  deter- 
mined the  depth  of  soil  resting  on  the  Parisian  basin,  and  experience 
has  in  every  known  instance  proved  their  theory  to  be  correct.  In  like 
manner  Mr.  Fairholm  pronounced  the  chalk  at  Minster  to  be  100  feet 
below  the  surface,  the  gentlemen  there  fancied  they  should  reach  it  in 
less  than  fifty,  because  the  chalk  down  was  so  near  them;  their  Artesian 
well*  reached  it  in  ninety -five  to  ninety-eight  feet;  they  then  pierced 
through  the  chalk  fifty-six  before  they  pricked  a  vein,  when  a  beautiful 
supply  of  water  arose  to  the  surface. 

If  I  disinter  a  perfectly  dome-shaped  Echini,  evidencing  a  compres- 
sion of  one-fourth  of  its  whole  arch,  which  contains  a  solid  equal  to  that 
by  which  it  is  enclosed,  I  naturally  infer  that  the  subsidence  of  the  whole 
mass,  must  have  been  proportionably  great,  and  certainly  derive  another 
probable  hypothesis   "That  oral  traditions  have  some  foundations  in 
&<*;"  thus  admitting  the  submergence  of  Goodwin  Isle  or  Islands,  and 
lifting   of  the  bed  of  the  Wantsumn,  with  the  depression  of  the 
sepway,  called  the  Land,  and  the  sinking  of  the  Pan  Island  and  con- 
nous  shoals,  we  have  a  series  of  undulations  perfectly  natural,  and  such 
have  occurred  in  our  own  day  in  distant  parts  of  ihe  earth* 

*  Concluded  from  p.  136. 
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Advancing  to  the  rivers  Medway  and  Thames,  we  leave  the  subject, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cinque  porta.  The  Nore  Sand,  extending 
from  the  Isle  of  Grain  separates  the  waters  of  these  noble  riven,  and 
was  formerly  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  and  the  Isle  of  Grain  had  a  navigable 
channel  in  its  rear,  called  the  Zant-leet  Of  the  derivation  of  the  Nore, 
and  its  having  received  its  name  from  the  Romans  there  is  little  doubt 
Ora  Mouth,  Ore  Mouths.  N'Ore,  or  an  addition  of  en,  Ore,  in,  or,  by 
the  mouths  of  the  Thames  and  Medway. 

Thus  we  may  perceive  that,  where  smiling  pastures  cover  the  remains 
of  ocean-deposited  wrecks,  the  sea  must  at  some  time  have  flowed  in  an 
uninterrupted  channel;  and  that  while  the  wave  hides  beneath  its  crest 
the  former  dwellings  of  man,  it  proves  their  having  once  existed,  by 
throwing  upon  the  shore  mementos  of  his  pride,  his  riches,  and  his 
power.      Let  us  then  in  our  antiquarian  researches  enlist  geological 
proofs;  which  as  in  the  temple  of  Serapis  come  to  our  aid  with  all  the 
dignity  of  science.     Thus,  when  the  segment  of  a  dock  was  laid  bare 
at  Minster,  and  I  knew  that  its  floor  was  elevated  by  some  natural  cause, 
far  above  the  present  level  for  such  purposes,  I  doubted  its  origin;  but 
when  I  was  presented  with  a  mechanic's  tool  of  bronze  metal  evidently 
Roman,  found  within  its  precincts,  I  was  satisfied  that  the  same  causa 
which  had  depressed  the  chalk  bills,  had  uplifted  this  level,  and  I  said, 
'Verily  these  sciences  should  go  hand-in-hand."     Looking  across  the 
level,  my  eye  rested  upon  the  beautiful  spire  of  Ash,  a  village  so  called 
from  its  being  the  burial  place  of  the  Romans,  and  the  reflection  which 
such  an  association  produced,  was,  can  such  speculations  as  these  benefit 
us  in  the  slightest  degree?     I  know  but  one  way:— The  Romans  were 
as  stars  of  first  magnitude,  shining  through  a  night  of  barbarism  and 
depravity,  they  found  the  dwellers  of  these  isles  in  a  state  of  savage 
nudity;  through  a  period  of  several  centuries,  they  civilised  them,  and 
taught  them  the  arts,  which  embellish  and  render  life  delightful,  although 
they  were  destitute  of  the  lights  to  guide  their  path,  which  we  possess 
as  a  more  heavenly  favoured  generation  :  still  they  were  a  noble  people: 
what  youth  is  there  who  reads  the  Roman  hbtory  and  does  not  feel  his 
heart  glow  in  the  perusal?     Their  martial  deeds!     Their  manly  self- 
devotion  and  fortitude  !     Their  admiration  of  virtuous  patriotism!     The 
noble  outline  of  heroic  bearing  in  man !     The  connubial  and  filial  en- 
dearing, yet  stern  and  chastened  love  in  woman!     As  warriors,  stat 
men,  poets,  their  ambition  soaring  heavenward  upon  eagle's  wings,  i 
satisfied  with  the  meanest  things  of  earth  as  a  reward:  are  the  ashes 
the  mighty  inured  around  us,  and  have  they  left  the  future  ages, 
resemblance  of  themselves?     la  there  no  coincidence  in  their  dest 
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sad  ours?  Sorely  there  is,  and  indeed  strongly  marked  by  tlie  finger  of 
the  Almighty  disposer  of  nations!  Their  irresistahle  arms  controlled 
the  nations  of  the  earth  as  if  by  miracle  1  They  advanced  but  to  con- 
quer, to  hamaniie  and  to  improve;  and  their  prowess  ushered  in  that 
period  when,  a  new  era  brought  forth  a  mightier  than  they:  one  who 
should  go  on  conquering  and  to  conquer!  They  over-ran  the  earth 
and  England  has  borne  the  banner  of  the  cross  upon  every  sea  that 
washes  its  shores.  Let  us  like  them,  impart  to  our  fellow  men  the  fruits 
of  such  gifts  and  talents  as  God  in  his  unspeakable  goodness  has  bestowed 
upon  ourselves,  then  shall  we  benefit  our  beloved  country  and  perpetuate 
its  renown  to  f  stare  ages. 

And  Albion!  Pbcsnix-like,  from  Roman  ashes  rise. 

Nursed  by  the  impulsive  strength  of  kindred  sympathies, 

Then  as  the  lapse  of  time  shall  roll  away, 

And  future  nations,  nourish  or  decay, 

Some  trace  of  lov*d  Britannia's  fame  shall  last, 

And  glory  point  to  ages  that  are  past 

Her  nervous  language,  now  triumphant  sounds 

Encircling  earth  to  its  remotest  bounds, 

Justice  sent  forth  by  her,  the  oppressor  band 

Crouch  'neath  the  terrors  of  her  awful  hand. 

See!  where  interminable  wilds  began, 

She  calls  the  savage  forth,  proclaims  him  man; 

Lifts  him  from  earth,  directs  his  upward  gaze. 

And  speeds  to  heaven  his  earliest  song  of  praise. 

Opens  the  mental  eye,  the  right  to  see, 

And  by  one  God-like  word  set  millions  free. 

Borne!  renowned  our  country  shames  not  thee; 

No!  when  her  zenith  day  is  darkly  seen; 

When  mists  of  faded  ages  intervene, 

Still  shall  her  name  and  glorious  deeds  he  heard 

Where'er  man's  altars  to  his  God  are  reared. 

And  when  for  ever  sealed  earth's  destinies* 

Ffcilantrophy  and  love  shall  bear  them  to  the  skfesl 

Properly  to  appreciate  the  value  of  steam-propelling  power,  we  must 

draw  some  few  comparisons  with  days  gone  by;  and  when  we  consider 

the  strong  prejudices  it  had  to  combat — the  extraordinary  difficulties  its 

infant  progress  encountered  in  the  apprehensions  of  the  timid,  and  the 

position  of  the  interested,  we  shall  find  reason  to  admire  the  persever- 

g  industry  of  those  individuals  who  (having  expended  their  wealth 

d  talent  upon  its  improvement)  have  brought  it  to  its  present  useful 

d  efficient  Btate  ;  for  although  our  transatlantic  brethren  took  the  lead 

*>n  their  large  rivers  and  lakes,  a  very  few  years  have  sufficed  to  send 

ahead  of  every  competitor  for  maritime  fame..    Steam  in  our  sultry 

'onies,  during  the  Burmese  war,  lent  its  powerful  aid  to  the  conflict: 
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and  oar  government  packets,  propelled  by  tbe  most  beautiful  machi- 
nery in  the  world,  now  pass  with  ease  and  rapidity  into  distant  seas  ; 
and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that,  in  the  event  of  any  sudden  rupture 
with  surrounding  nations,  we  are  prepared  to  maintain  our  maritime 
ascendancy,  and  shall  be  able  to  out-steam,  as  we  have  already  out- 
sailed them. 

The  passage  from  London  to  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  by  fast  sailing 
packets,  had  existed  many  years,  and,  as  far  as  good  pilotage  and  nautical 
skill  could  command  success,  was  brought  to  very  great  perfection. 
The  vessels  were  handsomely  modelled,  fleet  under  canvas,  and  possessed 
excellent  accommodations  for  one  hundred  passengers,  on  a  short  voyage; 
and,  with  a  fair  wind,  numbers  would  crowd  on  board  for  a  passage  to 
Margate  or  Ramsgate.  But  the  elements  are  fickle,  and  the  voyage 
begun  in  pleasurable  anticipations  too  often  terminated  in  delay  and 
disappointment.  On  these  occasions  the  passengers9  provisions  became 
exhausted,  and  ill-humour  seated  itself  beside  the  empty  hamper.  Many 
would  depart,  and,  pursuing  their  journey  by  land,  leave  their  less 
wealthy  brethren  to  cavil  about  their  turns  in  the  sleeping  cabins,  or 
annoy  the  captain  with  endless  and  frivolous  complaints. 

I  commanded  one  of  those  vessels  six  years  ;   and  I  believe  it  was  in 
June  1815,  that  on  my  passage  from  Ramsgate  to  London,  my  com- 
panions with  great  alarm,  pointed  out  to  me  an  object  at  some  distance, 
in  our  head-way,  which  they  supposed  to  be  a  vessel  on  fire.     We  had 
a  fair  and  fresh  gale,  and  crowded  all  our  canvas  ;  but  as  we  neared  the 
chase  we  soon  perceived  our  mistake  ;  it  was  the  steam -boat  Margery 
(alias  the  Thames),  which  thus  had  nearly  put  to  shame  the  old  proverb, 
for  although  she  did  not  "  set  the  Thames  on  fire,"  she  certainly  made 
a  great  smoke  upon  its  surface.     We  sailed  round  her  easily,  as  she 
had  not  sufficient  power  of  machinery,  and  was,  moreover,  a  very  clumsy 
model :  her  engine  was  equal  to  the  strength  of  fourteen  horses :  vessels 
of  her  tonnage  and  width  now  carry  engines  of  united  capacities  equal 
to  sixty,  and  some  eighty  horses.     Nothing  could  exceed  the  ridicule 
which  my  passengers  bestowed  upon  this  unseemly  vessel ;  some  com- 
pared her  to  a  jaded  donkey,  with  a  huge  pair  of  panniers  to  its  sides, 
others  to  a  smoke-jack,  &c.     I  felt  ashamed  at  the  annoyance  we  were 
giving,  and  sheering  off  pursued  my  passage.     I  fancied  (in  spite  of  vr~ 
sailor- like  prejudices)  that  I  could  seethe  future  triumph  of  steam 
short  voyages  ;  and  when  I  was  afterwards  informed,  that  this  vessel  1 
been  from  Port  Glasgow  to  Dublin,  and  from  thence  to  London,  havi: 
traversed  1,500  miles  of  sea,  some  part  of  it  in  tempestuous  weath< 
I  felt  surprised  and  astonished. 
This  vessel  established  herself  in  the  Margate  packet  trade,  by  o 
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month's  trial :  emulation  filled  her  with  passengers,  for  oar  London 
friends  swaggered  as  much  at  having  made  a  passage  by  steam,  as  if 
they  had  returned  unsinged  from  old  Pluto's  dominions.  In  the  follow- 
ing' year  the  Majestic,  built  at  Ramsgate,  and  fitted  with  an  engine  of 
twenty-five  horse  power,  was  considered  a  gigantic  concern,  and  her 
crossing  the  Channel  to  Calais,  with  two  hundred  passengers,  and  re- 
turning without  accident,  was  a  feat  highly  appreciated  :  but  this  vessel 
was  destined  to  establish  the  ascendency  of  her  class,  over  every  other 
means  of  water  conveyance.  We  were  detained  by  calms  and  weak 
tides,  in  the  Margate  and  Ramsgate  sailing  packets,  two  days.  The 
steamboats  passed  and  re-passed  us  loaded  with  passengers  :  the  third 
night  caught  us  at  anchor  in  a  sudden  and  heavy  northerly  gale :  we  lost 
much  of  our  gear,  and  alarmed  our  passengers,  and  on  the  following 
day,  in  the  height  of  the  gale,  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the  Ma- 
jestic make  better  weather  of  it  than  ourselves,  and  convey  her  passengers 
safely  and  quietly  into  Margate  harbour: — here  were  four  of  the  best  of 
the  Margate,  and  two  Ramsgate  packets,  beaten  and  put  to  shame.  We 
were  now  rapidly  superseded  by  steam  navigation,  and  went  with  our 
vessels  to  Calais,  Ostend,  Antwerp,  and  Rotterdam;  but  steam  followed 
us  up,  and  annihilated-  our  trade  upon  all  those  stations,  in  about  four 
years  from  its  first  appearance  on  our  coast. 

In  1820,  the  first  steam- vessel  was  prepared  for  Ramsgate.  I  was 
offered  and  accepted  the  command  of  her.  This  vessel,  called  the  Eagle, 
had  two  engines  of  Bolton  and  Watt's  best  construction,  and  were  equal 
to  forty-horse  power.  She  is  now  his  Majesty  of  Denmark's  steam  yacht. 
I  had  every  reason,  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  to  be  satisfied  of  her  com- 
plete efficiency.  Since  that  period,  in  the  continual  command  of  steam- 
packets,  I  have  in  no  one  instance  been  obliged  to  anchor  upon  the 
passage,  or  put  back  to  port  in  consequence  of  any  fault,  accident,  or 
defect  in  the  steam  machinery.  It  is,  as  at  present  used  and  fitted  to 
marine  purposes,  a  beautiful  and  safe  application  of  power  when  placed 
in  careful  hands  :  and  I  remember  very  few  instances  of  failure,  with 
any  of  the  vessels,  except  through  the  folly  of  racing,  or  under  the 
influence  of  undue  and  malignant  opposition. 
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.nder  this  head  our  correspondent  has  furnished  us  with  a  variety  of  sub- 
i,  original  and  select.  The  first  of  which  is  the  miraculous  escape  of  Brock, 
f  armouth  beachman,  which  although  of  some  distant  date  will  be  interest- 
to  our  readers,  showing  the  necessity  of  sailors  learning  to  swim.— Ed.] 
bout  lh.  p.m.,  on  the  6th  of  October,  1835,  a  vessel  was  observed  at  sea 
this  station  with  a  signal  flying  for  a  pilot,  bearing  east,  distant  about 
.  4. — vol.  VI.  z 
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twelve  miles.     In  a  space  of  time  incredible  to  those  who  have  not  witnessed 
the  launching  of  a  large  boat  on  alike  occasion,  the  yawl  "  Increase",  18 
tons  burthen,  belonging  to  Lay  ton's  gang,  with  ten  men  and  a  London  branch 
pilot,  was  underway  steering  for  the  object  of  their  enterprise.    "I  was  as 
near  as  possible  being  left  on  shore"  said  Brock,  "  for  at  the  time  the  boat 
was  getting  down  to  the  breakers,  I  was  looking  at  Manby's  apparatus  for 
saving  the  lives  of  persons  on  a  wreck  then  practising,  and  but  for  the  'sing- 
ing out'  of  my  messmates,  which  caught  my  ear,  should  have  been  too  late  ; 
but  I  reached  in  time  to  jump  in  with  wet  feet."    About  four  o'clock  they 
came  up  with  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  a  Spanish  brig,  Paquette  de 
Bilboa,  laden  with  a  general  cargo,  and  bound  from  Hamburg  to  Cadiz, 
leaky,  and  both  pumps  at  work.    After  a  great  deal  of  chaffering  and  hagger- 
ing  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  salvage  (always  the  case  with  foreigners),  and 
some  little  altercation  with  part  of  the  boat's  crew  as  to  which  of  them  should 
stay  with  the  vessel,  T.  Layton  (a  Gatt  pilot)  J.  Woolsey,  and  G.  Darling, 
boatmen,  were  finally  chosen  to  assist  in  pumping  and  piloting  her  into  Yar- 
mouth harbour.     The  remainder  of  the  crew  of  the  yawl  were  then  sent 
away.    The  brig  at  this  time  was  about  five  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Newarp  Floating  Light,  off  Winterton  on  the  Norfolk  coast,  the  weather 
looking  squally.    On  passing  the  light  in  their  homeward  course,  a  signal 
was  made  for  them  to  go  alongside,  and  they  were  requested  to  take  on  shore 
a  sick  man,  and  the  poor  fellow  being  comfortably  placed  upon  some  jackets 
and  spare  coats,  they  again  shoved  off  and  set  all  sail  (three  lugs) :  they  had 
a  fresh  breeze  from  W.S.W.    And  now  again  my  readers  shall  have  Brock's 
own  words  .-— 

"  There  was  little  better  than  a  pint  of  liquor  in  the  boat,  which  the 
Spaniard  bad  given  us,  and  the  bottle  had  passed  once  round,  each  man 
taking  a  mouthful,  and  about  half  of  it  was  thus  consumed  Most  of  us  had 
got  a  bit  of  bread  or  biscuit  in  his  hand,  making  a  sort  of  light  meal,  and 
into  the  bargain  I  had  hold  of  the  main  sheet.  We  had  passed  the  buoy  of 
the  Newarp  a  few  minutes,  and  the  light  was  about  two  miles  astern  :  we 
had  talked  of  our  job  (that  is,  our  earnings),  and  had  just  calculated  that 
by  10  o'clock  we  should  be  at  Yarmouth.  This  hope  proved  fallacious. 
Without  the  slightest  notice  of  its  approach,  a  terrific  squall  from  the 
northward  took  the  j  awl's  sails  flat  aback,  and  the  ballast,  which  they  had 
trimmed  to  windward,  being  thus  suddenly  changed  to  leeward,  she  was 
upset  in  an  instant." 

This  dreadful  catastrophe  plunged  all  who  were  on  board  the  yawl  or  boat 
into  the  sea,  "It  was  terrible,"  said  Brock,  "to  listen  to  the  cries  of  the  poor 
fellows,  some  of  whom  could  swim,  while  others  could  not.  Mixed  with  the 
hissing  of  the  water  and  the  howling  of  the  storm,  I  heard  shrieks  for  n.. 
and  some  that  had  no  meaning  but  which  arose  from  fear.  I  struck  ou  * 
get  clear' of  the  crowd,  and  in  a  few  minutes  there  was  no  noise,  for  moi  f 
the  meii  had  sunk ;  and  on  turning  round,  I  saw  the  boat  was  still  kept  i  i 
goin&down  by  the  wind  having  got  under  the  sails.  I  then  swam  bac  > 
her,  an^  assisted  an  old  man  to  get  hold  of  one  of  her  spars.     The  h      * 
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side  wu  about  three  feet  under  water,  and  for  a  few  minutes  I  stood  upon 
ber ;  but  I  found  she  was  gradually  settling  down,  and  when  up-  to  my  chest 
I  again  left  her  and  swam  away,  and  now  for  the  first  time  began  to  think 
of  my  own  awful  condition.  My  companions  were  all  drowned,  at  least  I 
supposed  so.  How  long  it  was  up  to  this  period  from  the  boat's  capsizing 
I  cannot  exactly  say  :  in  such  cases,  there  is  no  time :  but  now  I  reflected 
that  it  was  half-past  six  p.m.,  just  before  the  accident  occurred ;  that  the 
nearest  land  at  the  time  was  six  miles  distant ;  and  that  it  was  dead  low 
water,  and  the  flood  tide  setting  off  the  shore,  making  to  the  southward ; 
therefore,  should  I  ever  reach  the  land,  it  would  take  me  at  least  fifteen 
miles  setting  up  with  the  flood  before  the  ebb  would  assist  me." 

"At  this  moment  a  rush  horse-collar  covered  with  old  netting,  which  liad 
been  used  as  one  of  the  boat's  fenders,  floated  close  to  him,  which  he  laid 
Hold  of,  and  getting  his  knife  out,  he  stripped  it  of  its  network,  and  by  put- 
ting his  left  hand  through  it,  was  supported  until  he  had  cut  the  waistband 
of  bis  petticoat  trowsers,  which  then  fell  off.  His  striped  frock,  waistcoat, 
and  neckcloth,  were  also  similarly  got  rid  of;  but  he  dared  not  try  to  free 
himself  of  his  oiled  trowsers.  drawers,  or  shirt,  fearing  that  his  legs  might 
become  entangled  in  the  attempt :  he  therefore  returned  his  knife  into  the 
pocket  of  his  trowsers,  and  put  the  collar  over  his  head,  which,  although  it 
assisted  in  keeping  him  above  water,  tetarded  his  swimming;  and  after  a  few 
momenta,  thinking  what  was  best  to  be  done,  he  determined  to  abandon  it. 
He  now,  to  his  great  surprise  perceived  one  of  his  messmates  swimming 
ahead  of  him,  but  he  did  not  hail  him.  The  roaring  of  the  hurricane  was 
psst ;  the  cries  of  drowning  men  were  no  longer  heard ;  and  the  moonbeams 
were  casting  their  silvery  light  over  the  smooth  surface  of  the  deep,  calm 
and  silent  as  the  grave  over  which  he  floated,  and  into  which  he  saw  this 
last  of  his  companions  descend  without  a  struggle  or  a  cry,  as  he  approached 
within  twenty  yards  of  him. 

Up  to  this  time  Winterton  Light  had  served,  instead  of  a  land-mark  to 

direct  his  course ;  but  the  tide  had  now  carried  him  out  of  sight  of  it,  and 

in  its  stead  a  bright  star  stood  over  where'  his  hopes  of  safety  rested.    With 

his  eyes  steadfastly  fixed  upon  it,  he  continued  swimming  on,  calculating 

the  time  when  the  tide  would  turn.     But  his  trials  were  not  yet  past.     As 

to  prove  the  power  of  human  fortitude,  the  sky  became  suddenly  overclouded, 

and  "darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep."  He  no  longer  knew  his  course, 

and  he  confessed  that  for  a  moment  he  was  afraid ;  yet  he  felt  that  "  fear  is 

but  the   betraying  of  the  succours  which  reason  offereth ;"  and  that  which 

roused  him  to  further  exertion  would  have  sealed  the  fate  of  almost  any  other 

human  being — a  sudden  short  cracking  peal  of  thunder  burst  in  stunning 

Inessjust  over  his  head,  and  the  forked  and  flashing  lightning  at  brief 

rvals  threw  its  vivid  fires  around  him.     This,  too,  in  its  turn  passed 

ly,  and  left  the  wave  once  more  calm  and  unruffled  :  the  moon  (nearly 

)  again  threw  a  more  brilliant  light  upon  the  bosom  of  the  sea,  which  the 

m  had  gone  over  without  waking  from  its  slumbers.     His  next  effort  was 

ee  himself  from  his  heavy  laced  boots,  which  greatly  encumbered  him, 

in  which  he  succeeded  bv  the  aid  of  his  knife.     Ue  now  saw  Lowestoft 
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High  Lighthouse,  and  could  occasionally  discern  the  tops  of  the  cliff*  beyond 
Gorlestone  on  the  Suffolk  coast.  The  swell  of  the  sea  drove  him  over  the 
Cross  and  Ridge,  and  he  then  got  sight  of  a  buoy,  which  although  it  told 
him  his  exact  position,  as  he  says,  "took  him  rather  aback"  as  he  had  hoped 
be  was  nearer  the  shore.  It  proved  to  be  the  chequered  buoy  of  St.  Nicholas 
Gatt,  off  Yarmouth,  and  opposite  his  own  door,  but  distant  from  the  land 
four  miles.  And  now  again  he  held  council  with  himself,  and  the  energies 
of  his  mind  seemed  almost  superhuman  :  he  had  been  five  hours  in  the  water, 
and  here  was  something  to  hold  on  by  :  he  could  have  even  got  upon  the 
buoy,  and  some  vessel  might  come  near  to  pick  him  up ;  and  the  question 
was  could  he  yet  hold  out  four  miles  ?  But,  as  he  says,  "  I  knew  the  night 
air  would  soon  finish  me,  and  had  I  stayed  but  a  few  minutes  upon  the  buoy, 
and  then  altered  my  mind,  how  did  I  know,  that  my  limbs  would  again  resume 
their  office?"  He  found  the  tide  (to  use  a  sea  term)  was  broke.  It  did  not 
run  so  strong :  so  he  abandoned  the  buoy,  and  steered  for  the  land,  towards 
which,  with  the  wind  from  the  eastward,  he  found  he  was  now  fast  approach- 
ing. The  last  trial  of  his  fortitude  was  now  at  band,  for  which  he  was  totally 
unprepared,  and  which  he  considers  (sailors  being  not  a  little  superstitious) 
the  most  difficult  of  any  he  had  to  combat.  Soon  after  he  left  the  buoy,  he 
heard  ju9t  above  his  head  a  sort  of  whizzing  sound,  which  his  imagination 
conjured  into  the  prelude  to  the  "rushing  of  a  mighty  wind",  and  close  to 
his  ear  there  followed  a  smart  splash  in  the  water,  and  a  sudden  shriek  that 
went  through  him,  such  as  is  heard 

M  When  the  lone  sea  bird  wakes  its  wildest  cry." 

ITie  fact  was,  a  large  gray  gull,  mistaking  him  for  a  corpse,  had  made  a  dash 
at  him,  and  its  loud  discordant  scream  in  a  moment  brought  a  countless 
number  of  these  formidable  birds  together,  all  prepared  to  contest  for  and 
share  the  spoil.  These  large  and  powerful  foes  he  bad  now  to  scare  from 
their  intended  prey,  and  by  shouting  and  splashing  with  bis  hands  and  feet, 
in  a  few  minutes  they  vanished  from  sight  and  hearing. 

He  now  caaght  sight  of  a  vessel  at  anchor,  but  a  great  way  off,  and  to  get 
within  hail  of  her  he  must  swim  over  Cortou  Sands  (the  grave  of  thousands), 
the  breakers  at  this  time  shewing  their  angry  white  crests.  As  he  approached 
the  wind  suddenly  changed,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  swell 
of  the  sea  met  him.  And  now  again  for  his  own  description : — "  I  got  a  great 
deal  of  water  down  my  throat,  which  greatly  weakened  me,  and  I  felt  certain 
that  should  this  continue,  it  would  soon  be  all  over,  and  I  prayed  that  the 
wind  might  change,  or  that  God  would  take  away  my  senses  before  I  felt 
what  it  was  to  drown.  In  less  time  than  I  am  telling  you  I  had  driven  «v*r 
the  sands  into  smooth  water,  the  wind  and  swell  came  again  from  the 
ward,  and  my  strength  returned  to  me  as  fresh  as  in  the  beginning.*' 

He  now  felt  assured  that  he  could  reach  the  shore,  but  he  consider 
would  be  better  to  get  within  hail  of  the  brig,  some  distance  to  the  south? 
of  him,  and  the  most  difficult  task  of  the  two,  as  the  ebb  tide  was 
running,  which,  although  it  carried  him  towards  the  land,  set  to  the  n 
ward    and  to  gain  the  object  of  his  choice  would  require  much  p-- 
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exertion.  But,  said  Brock,  u  If  I  gained  the  shore  could  I  get  out  of  the 
lorfj  which  at  this  time  was  heavy  on  the  beach?  And  supposing  I  succeeded 
in  this  point,  should  I  be  able  to  walk,  climb  the  cliffs,  and  get  to  a  house  P 
If  not,  there  was  little  chance  of  life  remaining  long  in  me ;  but  if  I  could 
make  myself  heard  on  board  the  brig,  then  I  should  secure  immediate 
assistance.  I  got  within  200  yards  of  her,  the  nearest  possible,  approach, 
and  fummoning  all  my  strength,  I  sung  out  as  well  as  if  I  had  been  on  shore.*' 
Brock  was  fortunately  answered  from  the  deck,  a  boat  was  instantly  lowered, 
and  at  half  past  1  a.m,.  having  swam  seven  hours  in  an  October  night,  he 
was  sale  on  board  the  brig  Betsey  of  Sunderland,  coal  laden,  at  anchor  in 
Corton  Roads,  fourteen  miles  from  the  spot  where  the  boat  was  capsized. 

Once  safe  on  board,  "-nature  cried  enough0 ;  he  fainted,  and  continued 
insensible  for  some  time.  All  that  humanity  could  suggest  was  done  for 
him  by  the  captain  and  his  crew;  they  had  no  spirits  on  board,  but  they  had 
bottled  ale,  which  tbey  made  warm ;  and  by  placing  Brock  before  a  good 
fire,  rubbing  him  dry,  and  putting  him  in  hot  blankets,  he  was  at  length  with 
great  difficulty,  enabled  to  swallow  a  little  of  the  ale ;  but  it  caused  him 
excruciating  pain,  as  his  throat  was  in  a  state  of  high  inflammation  from 
rabaling  so  long  the  saline  particles  of  sea  and  air,  and  it  was  now  swollen 
very  much,  and,  as  he  says  he  feared  he  should  be  suffocated.  He,  however, 
after  a  little  time  fell  into  a  sleep,  which  refreshed  and  strengthened  him,  but 
be  awoke  to  intense  bodily  suffering.  Round  his  neck  and  chest  he  was 
perfectly  flayed  :  the  soles  of  his  feet,  his  hands  and  hamstiings,  were  also 
Mcoriated.  In  this  state,  at  about  9h.  a.m.,  the  brig  getting  under  way 
with  the  tide,  he  was  put  on  shore  at  Lowestoft,  whence  he  immediately 
^patched  a  messenger  to  Yarmouth  with  the  sad  tidings  of  the  fate  of  the 
yawl  and  the  rest  of  the  crew. 

Being  now  safely  housed  under  the  roof  of  a  relative,  with  good  nursing 
and  medical  attendance,  he  was  enabled  to  walk  back  to  Yarmouth  in  Ave 
daya  from  the  time  of  the  accident.  The  knife,  which  he  considers  as  the 
great  means  of  his  being  saved,  is  preserved  with  great  care,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability will  be  shewn  a  century  hence  by  his  descendants.  It  is  a  common 
born-bandied  knife,  having  one  blade  about  five  inches  long.  A  piece  of 
silver  is  now  rivetted  on,  and  covers  one  side,  on  which  is  the  following 
inscription,  giving  the  names  of  the  crew  of  the  yawl  when  she  upset : — 
•'  Brown,  Emmerson,  Smith,  Bray,  Budds,  Fenn,  Rushmere,  Boult :  Brock, 
aided  by  this  knife,  was  saved  after  being  seven  and  a  half  hours  in  the  sea, 
6th  of  October,  1835." 

u  It  was  a  curious  thing,"  said  Brock,  "  that  I  had  been  without  a  knife 

fnp  .^jj^  |jme<  aD(j  on]y  purchased  this  two  days  before  it  became  so  useful 

;  and  having  to  make  some  boat's  tholes,  it  was  as  sharp  as  a  razor." 

iow  not  what  phrenologists  might  say  to  Brock's  head,  but  I  fancied, 

studying  his  handsome  face  and  expression  of  countenance,  that  there 

•id  see  his  heart.     His  bodily  proportions,  excepting  height,  are  Hercu- 

standing  only  5  feet  5  inches ;  his  weight,  without  any  protuberance 

'"  is  14  stone  ;  his  age  at  the  time  spoken  of  was  31  ;  his  manners  are 
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quiet,  yet  communicative ;  he  tells  his  tale  neither  tainted  by  bombast  nor 
clap- trap  to  awaken  the  sympathies  of  those  of  the  c*  Wrexhill  school"  that 
have  flocked  about  him.  In  the  honest  manliness  of  his  heart  he  said: — UI 
always  considered  Emmerson  a  better  swimmer  than  myself;  but  poor 
fellow,  he  did  not  hold  out  so  long.  I  ought  to  be  a  good  living-chap,  for 
three  times  have  I  been  saved  by  swimming." 

One  trait  more,  and  I  have  done.  A  very  good  subscription  was  made  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  his  companions,  and  a  fund  being  established  for 
their  relief,  the  surplus  was  offered  to  him.  This  was  his  answer  : — "  I  am 
obliged  to  you  Gentlemen,  but  thank  God  I  can  still  get  my  own  living  as 
well  as  ever,  and  I  could  not  expend  the  money  that  was  given  to  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow.'* 


DESCRIPTION  OF  LORD  BYRON'S  YACHT. 

Sib.— Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may  be  amused  with  a  description  of 
the  Lord  Byron's  Yacht,  which  I  have  copied  from  a  work  purchased  many 
years  since  in  Paris,  entitled  u  Lord  Byron's  voyage  to  Corsica  and  Sardinia 
in  1821,  with  extracts  from  his  Lordships  Yacht  theMazeppa,  kept  by  Capt. 
Benson,  b.n.,  Commander,  1825.—  Gulignani. 

"  The  yacht  was  about  145  tons,  rigged  with  two  large  sails,  as  a  felucca; 
her  interior  was  all  laid  out  in  cabins,  store  rooms,  steward's,  butler's  and 
pastrycook's  room,  &c,  the  crew  slept  under  a  thick  awning  of  painted 
canvas,  that  was  rolled  up  in  the  day,  and  covered  the  deck  by  night*  The 
inside  was  neatly  decorated  with  mahogany  pillars  and  silk  curtains,  The 
sofas,  chairs,  mirrors,  sideboard  of  plate,  and  everything  useful  partook  of 
elegance,  but  not  in  the  extreme.  The  quarter-deck  appeared  like  a  drawing 
room,  a  range  of  sofas,  plainly  covered  with  morocco  leather,  went  all  round — 
the  deck  was  covered  with  oil -cloth ;  swinging  tables  for  holding  books, 
bottles,  glasses  and  fruits,  occupied  the  centre,  and  the  rudder  was  so  con- 
trived that  the  man  steering  sat  out  of  sight  and  hearing  at  the  extreme  end 
of  the  poop.  The  vessel's  outside  was  painted  yellow,  with  two  broad  gilt 
stripes,  and  the  figure  head  was  that  of  a  Cossack,  in  allusion  to  her  name 
Mazeppa.  She  was  allowed  to  be  the  handsomest  vessel  of  her  kind,  and 
the  fastest  sailer  that  belonged  to  the  Port  of  Venice. 

••  The  colours  were  Venetian,  of  silk  and  satin,  and  there  were  forty  spare 
flags  kept  for  show.  Two  months  provisions,  and  wine  for  a  crew  of  20  men 
were  ou  board  ;  a  cow  and  4  goats  to  give  milk ;  3  horses  and  a  mule,  with 
a  spring  caravan  occupied  the  centre  of  the  hold ;  and  the  cabin  stock  of 
fowls,  sheep,  &c,  was  such  that  even  Sir  William  Curtis  could  r  ~'  *e 
found  fault  with  it. 

41  The  forecastle  deck  could  be  thrown  into  the  shape  of  an  orcht  6 

of  the  crew  were  good  musicians— and  every  one  of  the  party  played  on  a© 
instrument.  Two  small  brass  cannon  pointed  over  the  prow,— one  ~*  ch 
side  of  the  quarter  deck,  also  fire  arms  and  sabres  for  us  all. 
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"  Our  dining  room  which  ran  down  the  centre  of  the  vessel,  was  20  feet 
vide,  an  J  36  feet  long ;  the  sideboard  stood  in  a  recess  where  there  was 
room  for  the  servants ;  various  beautiful  drawings  were  hung  on  either  side. 
The  cabin  was  7ft.  4in  high:  the  commander  messed  in  a  separate  apartment 
for  the  convenience  of  his  being  called  at  all  hours,  and  having  to  consult 
bis  maps  and  charts  on  all  occasions.*' 

Though  many  yachtsmen  would  imagine  such  a  vessel  not  able  to  face  a 
gale,  jet  in  this  voyage  Lord  Byron  and  his  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
encountered  a  "  Levanter"  in  all  its  fury. 

u  The  sun  set  angrily  and  the  wind  veering  more  to  the  westward,  brought 
us  on  a  lee  shore  to  our  utter  dismay.  We  reduced  our  sails  to  a  few  vards 
of  canvas,  and  lowered  the  yards  on  deck.  The  sky  appeared  as  an  extensive 
ftheet  of  lightning,  and  peals  of  thunder  appeared  as  if  ready  to  dispart  the 
vessel  and  bury  us  in  the  waves,  which  rolled  over  the  vessel  with  irresist- 
ible force.     Kis  Lordship  with  Captain  F n,  Dr.  Peto,  and  Percy  Shelley 

kept  the  deck,  and  the  hatches  were  battened  down  over  the  others :  a  tre- 
mendous sea  carried  away  the  stern  boat,  and  broke  in  all  the  bulk -heads 
of  the  quarters.  We  threw  overboard  the  guns  ;  the  long  boat  was  released 
from  her  lashings,  and  soon  swept  from  the  deck ;  our  cows  and  goats  shared 
the  same  fate,  as  well  as  one  of  the  horses,  the  others  were  in  the  hold.  The 
luge  anchors  were  cut  away,  and  the  vessel  thus  eased  of  a  heavy  top  load 
faiced  more  lightly  over  the  tremendous  billows.  The  captain  now  saw 
breakers  nearly  ahead,  and  had  no  hopes  of  weathering  them.  The  horrors 
surrounding  us  were  too  appalling  for  human  nature  to  contemplate  without 

doddering.     Captain  F n  and  Captain  Benson  took  the  helm.    Lord 

Bpon  asked  "  Is  there  no  chance'*?  to  which  he  answered  "  none  whatever." 
"Then"  said  be,  rising,  "  it  is  every  man's  duty  to  endeavour  to  preserve  the 
ufe  God  has  given  him ;  so  I  advise  you  all  to  strip  ;  swimming,  indeed,  can 
be  of  little  use  in  these  billows,  but  as  children  when  tired  with  crying,  sink 
pfoidly  to  repose,  we  when  exhausted  with  struggling  shall  die  the  easier ; 
*&a  with  God's  blessing,  we  shall  soon  be  at  rest.'* 

"  His  Lordship  then  threw  off  everything  but  his  trowsers,  binding  his  silk 
neckcloth  round  his  loins,  sat  down  and  folded  his  arms  across  his  ghest, 
waiting  in  tranquil  resignation  his  fate. 

tf  A  heavy  surge  now  swept  the  vessel  fore  and  aft,  and  carried  overboard 
tiie  Doctor,  who  instantly  sank  to  rise  uo  more.  His  Lordship  exclaimed 
'Good  God*  and  at  the  moment  the  vessel  rose  upon  a  mountain  billow  to  a 
tremendous  height,  from  whose  summit  she  descended  with  the  velocity  of 
lightning.  By  this  rapid  movement  she  was  precipitated  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  breakers  and  was  safe.  The  men  jumped  with  tumultuous  joy,  which 
b"  T«ordship  checked,  and  told  them,  *  Whilst  you  are  working,  silently 
*        God  for  your  miraculous  preservation.* 

here  probably  was  not  a  depth  of  two  feet  water  on  the  rocks,  if  the 
8       d  been  calm. 

he  vessel  was  soon  safe  at  anchor  in  Martello  Bay,  5  miles  from  St. 
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The  spring  caravan  before  mentioned  was  an  ingenious  affair.  "This  vehicle 
was  calculated  to  hold  four  persons,  and  in  shape  resembled  a  butcher's  tray; 
it  was  so  made  that  the  horse  could  be  stowed  inside,  and  the  wheels  also, 
when  by  the  help  of  two  oars,  it  would  crosB  a  river  as  a  boat,  if  the  weather 
was  mild.  At  night  the  cushions  formed  a  bed,  and  the  leather  canopy, 
moved  by  springs,  completely  sheltered  those  within  from  wind  and  rain.     It 

was  built  on  a  plan  of  Captain  F n's  from  the  travelling  sledges  he  had 

seen  in  Siberia.  Twenty  miles  a  day  was  our  rate  of  travelling.  In  many 
places,  where  the  roads  were  rocky  the  hardy  Corsicans  took  the  caravan 
even  on  their  shoulders." 

I  hope  you  may  not  consider  the  above  extracts  too  long  for  insertion  in 

your  valuable  Journal. 

R.  M  Y.  C. 

Taunton,  March,  1857. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 
SYDNEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

Our  advices  from  Sydney  furnish  us  with  the  following: — The  monthly 
meeting  of  this  flourishing  club  was  held  at  the  club-house,  George- street, 
December  4th,  1856.  Vice-Commodore  Brown  presiding  over  the  largest 
number  of  members  that  have  yet  been  seen  at  any  of  the  meetings  of  the 
club.  After  about  a  dozen  new  members  had  been  duly  elected  by  the  bal- 
lot, the  business  of  the  evening  was  proceeded  with,  Mr.  Dean  bringing 
forward  a  motion  to  allow  centre-board  yachts  to  sail  in  all  the  matches  of 
the  club ;  which  was  lost  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Burt  then  brought  for- 
ward a  motion  to  alter  the  manner  of  voting  any  change  of  law,  which  was 
also  lost  by  a  great  majority.  The  sailing  committee  having  revised  the  book 
of  lawB  according  to  custom,  gave  notice  of  the  required  alterations  for  the 
ensuing  year,  most  of  them  being  merely  of  a  technical  nature,  and  of  no 
particular  interest.  The  annual  ball  was  fixed  in  future  for  the  month  of 
June,  instead  of  December;  a  code  of  signals  was  exhibited  by  the  Vice- 
Commodore,  requiring  only  two  flags  for  any  quantity  of  signals  and  was 
much  approved  of.     It  will  in  future  be  appended  to  the  book  of  laws. 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  influential  visitors  at  the  last  match,  the 
Yacht  Club  will  give  an  aquatic  picnic  at  Manly  Beach,  on  Saturday  the 
20th  instant,  when  a  steamer  will  be  chartered  by  the  club,  with  music,  lun- 
cheon, and  dancing  "alfresco*'  in  that  delightful  spot,  the  yachts  forming 
part  of  the  excursion  and  being  in  attendance  in  the  Bay  of  Manly,  to  s 
eclat  to  the  affair,  and  also  a  sail  to  those  who  prefer  the  "dolce  far  ni<  * 
of  a  cruise  to  the  more  active  labours  of  the  deux  temps  and  mazurka.  s 

idea  is  a  novel  one,  and  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  carried  out  by  the  of  s 
of  the  club  with  the  same  liberal  and  gentlemanly  spirit  that  has  guided  1  l 
-  their  oroccedings  hitherto.     We  may  remark  in  reference  to  the  « 
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tions  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club  that  the  centre-board  Teasels  are  condemned 
for  sea  going  purposes  as  unsafe,  our  American  friends,  even  who  were  the 
first  to  introduce  them  having  no  faith  in  them  in  blue  water.  So  that  the 
principal  is  never  likely  to  be  any  practical  use  in  a  maritime  point  of  view, 
and  it  has  therefore  no  prima  facae  claim  on  the  yachting  community,  and 
we  think  our  Sydney  friends  have  set  a  good  example  in  excluding  centre- 
board yachts  from  the  general  matches. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  this  dub,  on  the  16th  ult.  the  election  of 
oftcers  for  the  current  year  took  place,  when  Mr.  Reynolds  rose  and  pro- 
posed the  Commodore  for  re-election  in  the  following  term  : — "  I  wish  the 
first  proposition  had  fallen  to  more  abler  hands  than  mine ;  but  I  am  happily 
relieved  from  much  of  the  embarrassment  I  might  otherwise  feel  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  gentleman  whose  name  I  shall  mention  being  so  much 
honored  and  esteemed  amongst  you,  that  my  inefficiency  will  be  lost  sight 
of  in  his  popularity.  In  proposing  your  excellent  commodore,  Mr.  James 
Goodson  for  re-election,  I  feel  convinced  no  comment  of  mine  is  required  to 
prove  his  valuable  services  from  the  formation  of  the  club  to  the  present 
time;  and  I  make  the  nomination  with  every  feeling  of  gratification,  which  I 
am  sure  you  will  receive  with  pleasure.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Phillips  said:  I  have  had  the  honour  for  many  years  past  in  seconding 
the  nomination  of  our  worthy  Commodore,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure 
to  do  it  again  on  the  present  occasion.  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  we  have 
found  him  each  succeeding  year  of  more  importance  to  us  ?  We  must  all 
feel  that  we  want  a  gentleman  of  great  ability  to  carry  us  through  with  suc- 
cess, and  our  prosperity  must  have  taught  us  that  we  possess  it  in  our  Com- 
modore. Much  has  been  said  about  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and 
we  cannot  have  a  better  man  in  a  better  place,  (renewed  cheers.) 

Mr.  A.  Crosley  said :  It  affords  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  having  the 
honour  to  propose  Captain  Andrews  as  Vice- Commodore.  I  have  happily 
been  a  member  of  this  club  for  many  years,  and  have  watched  with  delight 
hs  rising  prosperity,  and  I  associate  the  name  of  Captain  Andrews  with  a 
person  who  has  exerted  bis  utmost  to  place  us  in  the  proud  position  we  at 
present  enjoy.  An  exceeding  deplorable  indisposition  deprives  us  of  the 
pleasure  of  his  society  at  the  present,  but  I  hope  that  ere  long  he  may  be 
found  amongst  us. 

Captain  Robertson  said:  I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomina- 
•*-*■»  of  Captain  Andrews. 

[r.  Crockford  said :  There  is  another  to  whom  the  post  of  carrying  out 
tortant  duties  in  this  society  is  delegated,  but  who  has  as  yet  hardly  had 
icient  time  to  evince  the  zeal  and  regard  he  feels  for  our  promotion.  His 
mt  appointment  has  been  the  cause  of  this ;  had  he  had  longer  time  he 
ild  have  done  it  most  effectually.  I  have  much  pleasure  to  propose  the 
'ion  of  Mr.  Kirby  as  Rear-Commodore ;  in  doing  so,  it  is  but  fair  to 
>.  4.— vol,  vi.  2  A 
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state  that  circumstances  may  call  him  away  for  some  months  to  Singapore, 
but  these  are  all  uncertain  arrangements,  and  the  probabilities  are  that  some- 
thing may  turn  up  to  prevent  it.  Lest,  however,  there  should  be  a  necessity 
for  his  departure  he  has  placed  his  office  in  our  hands,  and  I  don't  know 
that  we  may  do  better  than  re-appoint  him,  as  I  still  hope  that  he  may  be 
preserved  to  us.  If  his  duties  should  however  take  him  away,  and  thus 
deprive  us  of  his  valuable  services,  we  must  look  out  for  another  equally  as 
worthy,  if  possible,  to  supply  his  place. 

Mr.  Powell :  I  rise  to  second  the  proposition,  and  shall  deeply  regret  with 
all  of  you,  if  anything  should  cause  his  absence,  for  it  ha*  been  my  earnest 
hope  that  he  should  be  with  us  for  years. 

Mr.  Phillips  rose,  and  said:  It  has  devolved  on  me  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  proposing  your  Treasurer,  and,  much  as  I  may  say  I  shall  do  injustice  to 
his  merits,  for  whether  others  are  able  or  unable  by  nature  of  circumstances 
to  do  their  duties,  he  is  always  at  his  post.  When  we  have  a  Treasurer  who 
always  keeps  within  his  mark  we  have  a  most  valuable  officer.  He  is  our 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  only  better,  because  we  have  no  arrears.  When 
we  find  a  gentleman  whose  qualifications  are  so  well  known  to  us,  a  gentle- 
man who  attends  to  our  every  wish,  a  gentleman  who  attends  to  our  comfort, 
and  deeply  studies  our  interest,  can  we  have  more?  If  I  were  to  endeavour 
to  expatiate  further  upon  Mr.  Eagle's  merits  I  should  only  unnecessarily 
detain  you,  and  be  the  means  of  postponing  his  re-election. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Smith:  I  beg  to  second  Mr.  Eagle  as  Treasurer,  and  can  only 
confirm  what  has  been  said  of  him.  Personally,  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
club,  I  second  him,  feeling  that  we  are  only  conferring  a  favor  upon  our- 
selves. 

The  above  officers  having  been  duly  elected,  amidst  acclamation,  the  cir- 
cumstance was  announced  to  them  by  the  two  chief  proposers,  and  they  re- 
entered the  .club-room,  where  they  were  received  with  loud  and  long- con- 
tinued  applause. 

The  commodore  having  resumed  his  position  at  the  head  of  the  table,  said: 
I  feel  very  much  the  honor  you  have  done  me  in  again  electing  me  as  Com- 
modore. It  is  some  years  since  I  at  first,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  members, 
took  upon  me  this  office,  and  the  kindness  I  have  received  from  you  all  dur- 
ing that  lengthened  period  I  can  neither  too  fully  acknowledge  nor  too  highly 
appreciate.  I  have  endeavoured  to  reciprocate  that  kindness  by  appli- 
cation to  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  if  I  have  not  succeeded  to  the  extent 
of  your  wishes,  pray  do  not  ascribe  it  to  any  want  of  a  desire  on  my  part  to 
be  of  service,  but  to  my  inability.  I  am  glad,  very  glad,  to  find  the  club  has 
progressed,  and  is  still  progressing;  and  I  may  add  that  that  progression  is 
to  an  extent  that  I  could  not  have  anticipated.  Its  advancement  mut  b 
attributed  to  the  good  feeling  exhibited  by  each  of  you,  with  a  determini  1 
to  waive  all  trifling  differences  in  the  universal  desire  to  promote  the  get  1 
weal.  Care  will  be  taken  to  make  the  best  arrangements  to  promote  g  1 
sport  during  the  ensuing  season.  (Cheers.)  The  commodore  also  retu  1 
thanks  for  the  Vice-Commodore,  who  from  serious  illness  was  unable  t  - 
tend. 
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The  other  officers  having  returned  thanks  Mr.  Crockford  brought  forward 
the  report,  of  the  Committee  containing  the  following  alterations  and  additions 
to  the  rules  : — 

2. — That  the  officers  of  the  club  consist  of  a  Commodore,  Vice-Commo- 
dote,  Rear- Commodore,  Treasurer,  Cup-bearer,  three  Auditors,  and  Secre- 
tary ;  and  that  such  officers  (with  the  exception  of  the  secretary)  be  annually 
elected  at  the  meeting  in  March,  to  take  office  on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 
5. — That  a  daily  club -room  be  provided. 

6. — That  the  Annual  subscription  be  one  guinea,  which  shall  become  due 
on  the  first  of  January  in  each  year,  and  that  each  member  on  his  admission 
shall  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  one  guinea  in  addition  to  his  annual  subscription 
and  also  a  further  sum  of  one  guinea  per  annnm  if  he  desires  to  make  use  of 
the  daily  club-room,  for  which  the  secretary  shall  give  a  receipt. 

12. — That  any  member  elected  after  the  club  meeting  in  September,  and 
previous  to  the  club  meeting  in  January  following,  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay 
another  subscription  until  the  second  January  after  such  election. 

20. — That  each  member  be  allowed  to  introduce  a  friend  at  the  meetings 
of  the  club,  but  the  same  gentleman  not  to  be  introduced  more  than  three 
tunes  during  the  year. 

33 — That  at  the  club  meetings  in  March  a  House  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consist  of  thirteen  house  members  including  the  flag-  officers  and  Trea- 
surer, to  whom  shall  be  deputed  the  management  of  the  daily  club-room. 

42 — That  the  club  uniform  be  a  plain  blue  dress  coat,  white  waistcoat, 
each  with  club  buttons,  and  trousers,  blue  or  white,  and  the  undress  uniform 
consists  of  a  blue  jacket,  blue  or  white  waistcoat,  with  club  buttons,  and 
blue  trousers ;  in  each  case  a  black  neckerchief. 

Subjoined  are  the  new  rules  for  the  daily  Club-room: — 
1 . — The  club-room  to  be  opened  daily  for  the  use  of  house  members  oidyt 
from  nine  o'clock  a.m  ,  till  twelve  o'clock  pm. 

2. — No  Member's  house  subscription  to  be  received  "unless  his  annual  sub- 
scription to  the  club  for  the  current  year  is  paid. 

3. — No  member  shall  take  away  from  the  club-room,  or  injure  or  destroy, 
upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  any  newspaper,  pamphlet,  book,  or  other 
article,  the  property  of  the  club. 

4. — No  gambling  or  betting  to  be  allowed,  and  no  game  of  cards  to  be 
permitted,  excepting  whist,  to  be  played  by  members  onlyy  the  stakes  not  to 
exceed  Is.  points;  and  cribbage,  with  corresponding  restrictions. 
5. — No  smoking  to  be  allowed  until  half-past  seven,  p.m. 
6. — No  member  to  bring  a  dog  into  the  club  room. 

7# — Members  on  entering  the  club-room  are  required  to  insert  their  names 
ae  book  provided  for  that  purpose. 

— Members  to  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  a  friend  to  the  daily 
b-room  upon  entering  his  name  in  the  said  book, 

— Every  expense  incurred  both  by  members  and  their  friends  is  to  be 
barged  before  leaving  the  club  room. 
►. — A  tariff  of  charges  to  be  placed  in  the  club-room  for  the  guidance  of 
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members,  and  if  any  cause  of  complaint  should  arise,  such  complaint  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  secretary,  who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  house-com- 
mittee. n    m 

11.— As  fees  to  waiters  are  by  the  present  arrangement  abolished,  it  is 
particularly  requested  that  members  will  strictly  refrain  from  offering  any. 

A  great  addition  was  made  to  the  number  of  club  and  house  members,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  evening  occupied  until  a  very  late  hour.  All  the 
officers  were  present  excepting  Captain  Andrews,  who  is  unhappily  in  such 
a  state  as  to  create  the  most  painful  anxiety  in  the  breasts  of  his  relative* 

and  friends. 

The  opening  trip  has  been  ordered  for  the  Sth  of  May  to  Erith.  The  first 
match  will  be  on  Thursday  18th  of  June,  for  first  and  second  class  yachts: 
Course  from  Erith  to  Nore  Light  and  back.  First  Class  :— first  yacht  £30  ; 
second,  80,  and  third  10.  Second  Class  :— first  yacht  £20,  second,  10,  third  5. 
Entries  close  on  the  11th  of  June.  Second  match  Thursday  July  2nd;  third 
class  yachts  only.  Course  from  Erith  to  Coal  House  Point,  and  back  to  Green- 
wich, First  yacht  £15  second,  10,  third  5.  Entries  close  on  the  2*th  of 
June.  Yachts  to  be  at  Greenwich  the  Tuesday  before  each  match,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  measured. 

ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  usual  monthjy  meeting  of  this  Club  was  held  at  the  Bedford  Hotel 
Covent  Garden  on  Wednesday  4th  ult.  when  the  following  fixtures  for  the 
forthcoming  season  were  made.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £380 
will  be  contended  for  during  the  season*  The  opening  trip  will  take  place 
on  Saturday  May  23rd.  Rendezvous  for  yachts  off  the  Brunswick  Pier, 
Blackwall,  at  2h.  p.m.,  to  sail  thence  in  company  to  Gravesend. 

First  match  on  Tuesday  June  2nd  for  cutters  of  the  first  and  second  class , 
first  class  exceeding  35  tons ;  second  class  exceeding  20  tons,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding 85.  Course  from  Erith  round  the  Nore  Light,  and  return  to  Etith  t 
half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage:  no  time  allowed 
beyond  60ktons.  Prizes,  first  class  £100,  second  class  £50.  Last  night  of 
entry,  Monday,  May  25,  until  ten  p.m. 

Second  match,  on  Saturday,  June  20,  for  first  and  second  class  schooners ; 
first  class  exceeding  75  tons,  second  class  not  exceeding  75  tons.  Course,  to 
start  from  off  the  coal-hulks,  Gravesend;  sail  'round  the  Mouse  Light,  and 
return  to  Rosherville ;  quarter  of  a  minute  per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage  ; 
no  time  allowed  beyond  150  tons.  Prizes  first  class,  £100:  second  £50. — 
Last  night  of  entry,  Thursday,  June  11,  until  ten  p.m. 

Third  match,  on  Saturday,  July  18,  for  cutters  ;of  the  third  and  fourth 
classes;  third  class  exceeding  12  tons,  and  not  exceeding  20  :  fourth  clai  7 
tons,  and  not  exceeding  12.  Course,  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Head  I 
back,  half  a  minute  per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage.  Prizes,  third  t  i 
£40,  fourth  class:  first  yacht  £30,  second  yacht  £10,  provided  four  stai 
Last  night  of  entry,  Thurday,  July  9,  until  ten  p.m. 

Yachts  entered  for  any  of  the  above  will  have  to  be  at  Gravesend  1  J 
measured  the  day  prior  to  each  respective  match. 


MEMORANDA   OF   CLUB   MEETINGS.  181 

The  treasurer  has  been  empowered  to  hire  first-class  steam-boats  for  the 
three  events. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

A  club  under  the  above  title  has  been  established  at  Glasgow,  and  we  may 
prophecy  its  prosperity  when  we  state  that  James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Jordanhill, 
ia  the  Commodore.  His  supe  ior  nautical  knowledge  will  enable  him  to 
impart  to  the*  aspiring  yachtsman  a  true  spirit  for  aquatic  sports.  The  first; 
match  will  take  place  on  the  17th  of  July  at  Largs,  and  the  second  match 
it  Dunoon  on  the  29th  of  August. 


ANGLESEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  election  of  officers  for  this  club  took  place  on  Wednesday,  25th,  ult,  when 
CL  F.  Chubb,  Esq.,  was  re-elected  Commodore;  P.  E.  Bucknell,  Esq.,  elected 
Sear-Commodore;  and  —  Burton,  Esq.,  Hon.  Sec.  This  club  was  closed  during 
the  winter  season,  and  now  spring  approaches  the  members  are  determined  to 
throw  off  the  lethargy  that  has  hung  about  it,  and  by  a  M  long  and  strong  pull" 
he&Ye  once  more  into  the  haven  of  prosperity.    We  wish  them  every  success. 


YACHT  CAPTAINS 

Sis.— It  is  with  much  diffidence  that  I  offer  the  following  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  Yacht  Captains,  partly  on  account  of  being  a  yachtsman  of  recent 
date,  and  partly  also  from  my  craft  being  small,  bat  upon  the  principle  incul- 
cated in  your  pages  that  "  a  good  cork  will  swim  better  than  a  had  bung,*' 
I  launch  the  tiny  craft  of  my  first  attempt,  on  the  sea  of  public  opinion,  and 
iho&ld  it  not  swim  as  the  former,  pray  let  it  sink  as  the  latter. 

lam  not  much  accustomed  to  composition,  and  therefore  must  entreat  your 
indulgence,  and  although  on  the  one  hand  I  would  be  understood  to  state 
aj  opinion  with  diffidence,  on  the  other  I  will  not  stultify  myself  so  much  as 
to  say  I  know  nothing  of  my  subject. — 

"Est  modus  in  rebus  sunt  certi  demque,  fines 
Quos  ultra  citraque  urgent  consistere  rectum." 

Pass  on  then'courteous  reader  to  the  next  article,  if  thou  deemest  a  quotation 

pedantry. 

I  confess  that  but  little  of  my  time  "has  been  in  crowded  cities  spent", 
and  that  although  not  related  to  Gordon  Cumming,  or  lineally  descended 
from  Robinson  Crusoe,  I  have  been  a  sportsman,  and  addicted  to  aquatics 
fr     my  earliest  years. 

;  a  bar-hatbour  and  an  open  shore,  I  have  so  to  speak  served  my  appren- 
tl  drip,  and  should  my  periods  not  be  as  well  rounded  as  they  ought  or  the 
n  a  of  euphony  be  occasionally  disregarded,  pray  attribute  it  to  the  pursuits 
ii     hich  I  have  taken  bo  much  interest.    But  for  our  subject:— 

lave  read  your  Article  on  Yacht  Captains  with  some  attention,  and  can 
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certainly  corroborate  the  assertions  there  made,  partly  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, and  also  from  the  testimony  of  friends  of  similar  tastes. 

1  will  if  the  reader  will  accompany  me  for  a  short  space  endeavour  to  con- 
sider these  different  specimens  of  the  geuus,  and  we  will  in  the  first  place 
introduce  ourselves  to  the  fine  gentleman  ;  he  is  mysterious  which  certainly 
is  no  recommendation,  civil,  sober  and  neat,  it  is  imperative  that  he  should 
be  so;  he  is  said  to  understand  his  business,  yet  knows  nothing  of  channel 
or  harbour  pilotage,  and  this  of  course  at  once  condemns  him,  but  in  my 
humble  opinion  he  is  deficient  in  a  quality  equally  essential,  and  that  is  the 
ability  to  translate  the  term  gentleman  which  he  affects,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  employer. 

Captain  Brown  the  second  specimen  of  the  genus,  a  perfect  sailor,  and  on 
that  account  to  be  respected,  is  rather  too  bearish  for  his  command,tand 
slovenly  in  his  appearance,  of  which  character  as  a  matter  of  course  the  yacht 
also  partakes,  he  is  evidently  too  rough  a  diamond  to  be  capable  of  any 
polish,  has  no  consideration  for  the  weaker  sex,  for  which  the  owner's  deli7 
cate  wife  would  be  very  thankful,  or  if  possessed  of  such  feelings,  is  afraid  to 
manifest  them,  lest  his  courage  should  suffer  in  the  opinion  of  his  master. 

Poor  Captain  Jones  is  excellent  in  bis  way,  but  has  an  unfortunate  weak- 
ness for  rum,  and  consequently  forgets  both  his  interest  and  position,  having 
therefore  made  peace  with  his  master  on  one  or  two  cases  of  delinquency,  he 
is  seen  to  be  incorrigible  and  of  course  discharged.  Of  the  mate  who  haa 
been  promoted  to  his  place,  and  the  fisherman  Captain,  little  need  be  said, 
as  the  two  first  are  not  worthy  their  trust,  and  as  the  last  is  a  candidate  for 
the  hulks,  the  sooner  he  finds  his  way  there  the  better. 

We  now  come  to  the  real  Captain,  having  everything  to  recommend  him. 
who  earns  his  employers  respect  and  retains  it,  does  his  duty  manfully  him- 
self, and  knows  how  to  make  the  crew  do  theirs,  of  him  much  might  be  said, 
but  let  us  refrain  from  doing  so,  simply  because  being  so  firmly  established 
in  his  position,  anything  in  favour  or  agaiust  his  reputation  would  be  of  little 
consequence ;  with  a  view  therefore  of  increasing  the  number  of  truly  worthy 
men,  and  elevating  the  character  of  the  office,  I  would  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions. 

There  are  some  men  in  command  of  yachts  of  the  larger  class,  who  to  the 
practical  knowledge  of  seamanship  add  the  fact  of  being  unroistakeably 
gentlemen,  both  in  demeanour  aud  conversation;  and  many  more  would 
doubtless  join  the  band,  but  that  they  are  deterred  from  so  doing,  simply 
because  they  cannot  feel  certain  what  will  be  their  real  position  after  entering 
on  their  engagement ;  the  remedy  for  this  is  in  the  hands  of  yachtsmen 
themselves  and  I  think  sufficiently  obvious. 

Palimdbus  J 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE, 

We  regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  shcooner  yacht  Wyvern . 
sailed  from  the  port  of  Nelson,  New  Zealand,  July  1st,  1856,  bound  for  f 
ney,  but  nothing  has  since  been  heard  of  her.    Our  readers  may  remei 
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that  the  Wyrern  was  formerly  the  property  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, and  was  despatched  out  to  Australia  with  a  general  cargo.  One  of 
His  Grace's  sons  went  in  her  for  the  trip.  She  was  sold  immediately  upon 
he/  arrival  in  the  Antipodes,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  trade.  The 
veil-known  nautical  plates  of14  Pride  and  Grief, •'  represent  the  Wyvern  pas- 
ring  under  the  Menai  bridge,  with  every  stitch  of  sail  set,  and  dismasted  in 
a  gale  of  wind. 

The  Triton,  cutter,  27  tons,  has  been  purchased  by  A.  E.  Graves,  Esq.,  of 
Bosberon  Castle,  New  Ross,  Wexford:  this  gentleman  also  owns  the  Torch. 

Robinson  of  Gosport  has  built  a  cutter  of  23  tons  for  G  J.  Peters,  Esq., 
of  Southsea.  It  was  the  intention  to  call  her  the  Coquette;  but  on  our  sug- 
gestion that  there  were  five  of  that  name  already,  her  owner  named  her  the 
Svlphide.  If  gentlemen  overhauled  Hunt's  Yacht  List  before  naming  their 
craft  much  inconvenience  at  regattas  would  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Inman  has  built  the  following  at  his  yard  at  Lymington. 
,  A  fine  new  schooner  of  85  tons,  named  the  Heroine,  lor  R.  Batt,  Esq.; 
the  commodore  of  the  R.W.Y.C.  (I.);  a  schooner  of  105  tons,  for  R.  Arabia, 
Esq ;  a  schooner  of  58  tons,  called  the  Lily  of  the  Test,  for  J.  Wood,  Esq. ; 
a  schooner  of  25  tons  for  E.  Ellice,  Esq.,  m.p.,  Mr.  Inman  is  also  build- 
ing a  fine  schooner  of  160  tons. 

The  following  are  fitting  out  at  Lymington,  Magician,  yawl,  64  tons,  for 
E.  Erskine  Hay  Wemys,  Esq.,  this  yacht  was  formerly  the  property  of  R. 
Batt,  Esq.;  Edith,  yawl,  70  tons,  for  J.  Berners,  Esq  ;  Henrietta,  31  tons  for 
Count  Edmond  Batthyany.    Falcon,  150  tons,  J.  L.  Ricardo,  Esq. 

The  Lulworth,  belonging  to  J.  Weld,  Esq.;  and  the  Vestal  are  hauled  up 
in  this  yard  for  alterations. 

The  celebrated  Thought  has  been  purchased  by  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.,  and 
we  learn  will  be  altered  to  meet  her  old  rival,  the  Phantom,  upon  eqnal 
terms,  as  regards  tonnage. 

We  are  informed  that  the  America  is  to  undergo  extensive  repairs  before 
again  making  her  appearance.  Lord  Templetown  will  find  her  an  expensive 
toy  we  fear.  Brother  Jonathan  is  first-rate  for  symmetry  and  speed,  but 
John  Ball  beats  him  "  into  fits  "  for  strength  and  durability. 

Messrs.  Ratsey  have  been  very  busy  in  lengthening  the  noted  Julia,  8  feet 
by  the  stern  which  will  make  her  tonnage  122  o.m.  She  is  now  the  property 
of  J.  Houldsworth,  Esq ,  Vice- Commodore  of  the  R.N.Y.C.  They  have  also 
lengthened  the  Amazon,  (Sir  J.  B,  Walsh,  Bart.)  12  feet  by  the  bow,  which 
will  increase  her  tonnage  to  95  o.m.  A  new  yacht  of  80  tons  is  building  in 
this  yard,  she  is  in  a  forward  state,  and  may  be  rigged  either  as  a  cutter  or 
schooner,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  purchaser. 

he  celebrated  Zillah  of  Liverpool  has  been  purchased  by  E.  Knibbs,  Esq. 
Vice-Commodore  of  the  P.W.Y.C.,  and  will  make  her  debut  in  the  forth- 
ting  matches  on  the  Thames. 

be  following  yachts  (numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  of  last  year)  have 
i  sold  out  of  the  pleasure  navy,  viz.  No.  51  Ariel,  95  Blue  Belle,  347 
7,  490  Harriet,  751  Overton,  1239  Zadora,  and  1250  Zingari. 
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REGATTAS,  Etc. 

April    9.—  Opening  trip  of  the  Prince  of  Wale*  Yacht  Club. 
May      9. — Royal  London  Yacht  Club  opening  trip. 
"      23. — Royal  I  names  Yacht  Club  opening  trip. 
June     2.— Royal  Thame*  Yacht  Club  first  match-— first  and  second  class 
13. — Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  opening  trip. 

18, — Koyal  London  Yacht  Club  first  match — first  and  second  class. 
20.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  schooner  match— first  class  £100,  second 

class  £50. 
80.— Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

I.— 

2.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club— second  match,  for  third  class  only. 

17.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  at  Largs. 

18.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  third  match— third  and  fourth  class. 
Aug.    29.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  at  Dunoon. 
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HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  APRIL. 


High  Water! 

D 

Lon.  Bridge. 

M 

mornlafter. 

h,  m. 

h.  m. 

1 

6  25 

6  51 

2 

7  25 

8  1 

3 

8  48 

9  39 

4 

10  so 

11  15 

5 

11  53 
0  22 

6 

0  47 

7 

1  10 

1  30 

6 

1  45 

2  1 

9 

2  15 

2  30 

10 

2  45 

8  1 

11 

3  15 

3  30 

12 

8  45 

3  58 

13 

4  12 

4  28 

14 

4  45 

4  57 

19 

5  15 

6  30 

16 

5  52 

6  13 

17 

6  40 

7  7 

18 

7  40 

8  25 

19 

9  13 

10  0 

20 

10  40 

11  20 

21 

11  50 

_  •  -^ 

22 

0  15 

0  38 

23 

1  o 

1  21 

24 

1  40 

2  0 

25 

2  20 

2  43 

26 

3  6 

3  30 

27 

3  50 

4  12 

28 

4  36 

4  59 

29 

5  25 

5  50 

30 

6  15 

6  45 

The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer- 
tained, by  adding  to,  or  subtracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


h.  m. 

Aberystwith add  5  23 

Alderney 4  38 

Ban  try  Bay 1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light....  5  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

Exmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro*  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier 4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 8  58 

Waterford 8  43 

Weymouth 4  23 

Whitby I  38 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeux 4  45 

Cherbourg .    5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest 1  39 


h.  m. 

Aberdeen sub  0  56 

Aldborough 8  23 

Belfast 4  2 

Brighton 2  29 

Carnarron 4  47 

Cowes 3  22 

Dublin  Bar 2  55 

Dungeness 8  17 

Folkestone. 8  37 

Foreland,  North...  2  22 

Foreland,  South...  2  47 

Graresend 0  87 

Greenwich,... 0  20 

Harwich 2  37 

Howth  Harbour  ..  2  59 

Ipswich 2  7 

Kentish  Knock  ...  2  37 

Lowestoft 3  37 

Margate. 2  2 

Nore  Light 0  58 

Portsmouth 2  27 

Sheerness 1  2* 

Southampton 2  27 

Spithead 4  37 

Yarmouth  Roads .  5  27 

Calais 2  19 

Dieppe 3  2, 

Havre  de  Grace...  4  151 

Ostende. 1 

Honfieur 4 

New  York. I 


NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
My  Loo  for  1856,— and  Mr  Cradle  Boat  in  our  next. 


London— HUNT  *  Co,  Printon,  6,  N«w  Churoh  SttMt,  Edffwaro  Boad. 
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ROUGH  NOTES  ON  THE  YACHTING  SEASON. 

Thb  season  of  '57  promises  veil  for  yachting,  and  it  is  anticipated 
will  prove  the  most  spirited  On  record.  Already  many  yachts  are 
out  and  afloat,  and  the  metropolitan  clubs,  oyer  first  in  the  field,  or 
rather  on  the  water,  have  commenced  operations  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Club  gallantly  opening  the  ball.  We  were  present,  Mr. 
Editor,  on  that  occasion,  and  beg  to  say  that  for  numbers  and  re- 
spectability a  better  meeting  was  never  yet  seen  in  the  club.  All 
were  in  good  humour,  perhaps  a  trifle  too  hilarious,  but  in  a  young 
and  flourishing  club  all  this  is  excusable.  Whgn  we  found  one  of 
the  members  going  round  in  his  vessel  to  all  the  matches  in  the 
three  kingdoms,  and  winning  nine  out  of  ten  cups,  we  had  reason  to 
think  that  this  young  club  deserved  encouragement. 

The  older  clubs  of  the  Thames  are  well  and  prospering;  the 
London  is  enlisting  numerous  members  in  its  ranks,  and  has  offered 
-  much  more  bountiful  supply  of  prizes  than  last  year.  This  is  as 
»hould  be,  and  no  doubt  will  be  appreciated  by  yacht  owners. 
But  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  Royal  Thames  Club?  That  it  is 
irishing  is  not  enough  to  say,  it  is  positively  now  the  first  club  in 
i  world  for  wealth,  good  feeling,  and  yachting  spirit.      About 
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£400  is  to  be  given  away  this  season  in  prizes;  why,  when  such 
munificent  gifts  are  placed  within  their  grasp,  do  the  numerous  fine 
craft  that  are  now  in  the  Irish  Channel  and  in  the  Scotch  waters, 
lag  behind  and  never  come  near  us?  It  cannot  be  for  want  of  spirit, 
yet  such  is  the  general  opinion.  Surely,  when  our  craft  go  to  beard 
the  lion  in  his  own  den,  when  the  Mosquito,  the  Amazon,  the  Glance 
are  not  afraid  to  tackle  them,  they  ought  to  imitate  such  spirited  and 
manly  conduct,  and  show  us  their  Cymbas  and  Surprises.  Let  us 
hope  this  friendly  strife  may  be  seen  this  season  on  the  waters  of  the 
Thames  or  Solent. 

The  Royal  Thames  finding  its  body  becoming  too  great  for  its 
shell  is  forced  like  some  smaller  mollusks  to  find  a  larger  one,  and 
so  we  hear  that  they  intend  removing  to  the  very  handsome  club- 
house, formerly  the  " Guards,"  in  St.  James'  Street.  On  looking 
over  their  list,  we  find  a  magnificent  fleet  of  vessels,  about  170, 
almost  all  first  class  vessels  in  their  different  spheres.  We  notice 
one  or  two  new  clippers  amongst  them,  and  are  glad  to  hear  that  the 
far-famed  Amazon  has  been  bought  by  one  of  the  members,  and 
will  still  adorn  our  waters.  The  Secretary  of  the  dub,  Captain 
Grant  is  most  indefatigable  in  his  exertions,  and  we  are  glad  to  see 
that  they  are  crowned  with  success. 

The  beautiful  Zuleika,  new  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Britten  is 
flitting  about  like  a  fairy  thing,  and  belying  the  crawling  reports  as 
to  her  soundness.  We  have  examined  every  plank  and  timber  in  this 
noble  twenty  tenner,  and  a  more  healthy  vessel  never  floated.  Her 
owner,  proud,  as  he  ought  to  be  of  such  a  craft,  has  fitted  her  up 
with  the  most  perfect  taste,  and  although  shorn  of  her  former  wings, 
we  have  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  breeze  she  would  still  show  some  of 
them  the  way  as  rfhe  did  in  her  most  palmy  days. 

The  glorious  old  Mosquito  too  is  nearly  all  a-taunt-o,  and  will 
appear  a  winner  yet  in  many  a  well  contested  match.  Her  present 
owner,  wisely  considering  that  a  very  long  gaff  in  a  cutter  is  eynoni- 
mous  with  going  to  leeward,  has  shortened  it  by  some  three  or  four 
feet,  but  has  lengthened  the  mast,  so  as  to  keep  about  the  same 
quantity  of  sail,  her  mast  is  a  staggerer !  it  is  one  of  the  _  st 
beautiful  sticks  we  ever  saw.  Her  interior  has  all  been  taken  it 
and  refitted  in  the  style  of  the  Amazon's,  which  was  arranged  *  -e 
commodioQsly. 

We  hear  that  Mr.  Searle  of  Lambeth  is  building  an  eight  t       wr 
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of  the  moft  beautiful  design  and  workmanship,  and  which  he  expeets 
will  win  some  of  the  cups  in  the  river.  Let  our  old  friend  Wallia 
of  Blackwall  look  to  his  laurels.  He  also  is  building  a  beautiful 
craft  about  the  same  size,  an  improved  Valentine,  which  will  stick 
dose  to  the  handywork  of  the  Lambeth  veteran,  and  prove  a  tough 
maul  to  digest. 

We  are  glad  to  see  the  other  clubs  also  flourishing:  above  bridge 
the  Ranelagh  seems  to  take  the  lead.  We  shall  see  some  sport 
amongst  them  else  I  am  much  mistaken,  altogether,  between  rix  and 
mm  hundred  pounds  will  be  given  away  this  season  by  the  metro- 
politan yacht  clubs.  Surely  this  princely  offering  will  be  responded 
to  all  round  the  coast.    Let  all  come  who  can,  if  not  to  dance,  at 

least  to  hold  the  candle. 

Palinuhus. 


EVERY  MAN  HIS  OWN  SKIPPER. 

Why  should  not  this  be?  In  these  days  when  we  are  all  to  a  certain 
extent  what  a  leading  journal  lately  dubbed  a  noble  Duke  and 
Cabinet  minister — Sciolists  of  all  the  ologies,  why  should  we  not 
add  a  little  navigation  to  the  other  sciences  of  which  we  have  a 
smattering.  Thongh  puzzling  enough  to  an  illiterate  sailor,  Norries' 
Epitome  offers  no  great  difficulties  to  a  person  of  ordinary  education, 
to  lay  down  a  course,  keep  a  dead  reckoning,  work  a  traverse  and 
find  your  latitude  may  be  readily  acquired  in  a  fortnight,  if  you 
bat  bestow  an  hour  a  day  on  the  task :  surely  this  is  no  great  trouble 
to  enable  you  to  get  rid  of  one  of  the  greatest  bores  on  earth — a 
skipper  who  understands  navigation.  A  skilful  seaman  you  must 
have  as  a  first  band,  who  should  be  able  to  work  your  vessel  in  all 
weathers,  and  who  can  read  and  write  sufficiently  well  to  communi- 
cate with  you  when  absent  from  the  vessel ;  but  beyond  this,  at 
l«wt  in  vessels  under  100  tons,  the  less  learning  he  has  the  better. 
ry  additional  day  at  school  only  makes  him  more  bumptious 

intolerable. 

laud  inexperto  credt,  for  two  seasons  I  suffered  under  the  inflic- 
of  a  learned  captain,  and  suffered  so  severely  that  I  was  on  the 
t  of  giving  up  yachting  altogether.     The  man  was  a  first-rate 
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seaman,  a  good  coaster,  a  fair  navigator,  perfectly  honest,  and  as 
man  go — sober;  but  his  conceit  was  unbounded,  and  if  his  self  love 
was  in  the  slightest  degree  wounded  his  temper  abominable.  He 
had  been  owner  and  master  of  a  trading  schooner,  but  like  Dogberry 
he  "  had  his  losses:"  knowing  this,  and  respecting  the  good  qualities 
of  the  man,  I  made  great  allowance  for  his  fits  of  sulkiness.  At  last 
however,  in  one  of  his  tantrums  he  refused  to  send  the  boat  ashore 
when  I  required  it:  of  course  after  this  it  was  clear  we  must  part ; 
and  although  out  on  a  cruifee  he  left  next  morning.  It  so  happened 
that  at  this  time  I  was  at  anchor  in  the  same  roadstead  with  a  yacht 
of  nearly  similar  size  to  my  own,  just  returned  from  a  Baltic  cruise. 
I  had  some  knowledge  of  her  owner,  so  I  naturally  went  on  board  to 
communicate  the  feet  that  I  was  minus  a  skipper,  and  ask  his  assist- 
ance in  procuring  another.  "  Oh,  hang  skippers!  I  am  glad  yours 
is  gone,"  said  he,  "  I  would  not  be  bothered  with  a  fellow  such  as 
you  had,  if  he  would  serve  me  for  nothing.  He  wished  to  make  you 
and  your  friends  mere  passengers  in  his  ship,  and  if  you  said  but  a 
word  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  vessel,  he  was  as  savage  as  a 
bear  with  a  sore  head  for  a  week  to  come.  Do  as  I  do,  don't  have 
any  skipper.  I  took  this  craft  to  the  Baltic  and  back  again,  and  had 
not  a  man  on  board  but  myself  that  knew  the  top  from  the  bottom 
df  a  chart.  My  first  hand  is  a  decent,  steady,  sober  fellow ;  handles 
the  boat  very  well,  keeps  her  clean,  and  steers  the  courses  I  give 
him,  and  does  whatever  else  he  is  bid,  without  asking  questions. 
You  should  get  such  a  man."  "  But  I  know  nothing  of  naviga- 
tion," replied  I.  "  Then  learn  it, — there  is  no  mystery  in  it,"  was 
his  answer. 

The  season  was  nearly  done,  during  the  winter  I  got  hold  of 
Norie;  and  a  still  better  book  for  an  amateur,  "  Greenwood's  Sailor's 
Sea  Book,"  and  soon  mastered  enough  of  the  theory  of  navigation 
for  my  purpose.  Next  season  I  got  such  a  man  a§  my  friend  recom- 
mended, and  I  went  a  longer  voyage,  and  had  infinitely  more  com- 
fort in  my  crew  than  I  ever  had  before.  Sailing  your  own  craft 
doubles,  nay  quadruples  the  pleasure  of  yachting. 
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"Time  rolls  on,"  with  some  merrily  with  others  drearily,  and  as  the 
seasons  work  round,  the  yachtsman  hails  the  approach  of  spring 
with  delight,  for  then  the  sounds  of  preparation  for  the  coming 
cruise  greets  his  ear;— already  in  imagination  my  favorite  craft  is 
careering  o'er  the  turbulent  wave,  dashing  the  wfld  spray  in  sportive 
showers  over  her  bows,  her  snow  white  canvas  bellying  to  the  breeze, 
as  on— on — she  flies  to  victory!  but  stay,  Mr.  Editor,  we  have  not 
got  our  craft  afloat  yet,  and  therefore  our  anticipations  are  but  the 
vapourings  of  a  disordered  mind,  consequent  upon  a  drearily  spent 
winter,  laid  up  like  the  "Old  Commodore"  with  the  starboard  pin 
swathed  in  flannel,  so  that  neither  the  harmonious  sound  of  the 
bound,  nor  the  crack  of  our  favorite  rifle  after  the  wild  denizens  of 
the  waters  cheered  our  spirits,  however 

"Begone  dull  care," 

for  we  never  did  agree,  and  now  I  am  preparing  to  throw  "physic  to 
the  devil,"  I  must  consult  the  glass : — Hallo!  fair  reader,  why  that 
Kerry  laugh?  I  do  not  mean  that  which  you  so  often  peep  at,  to 
practise  those  bewitching  smiles  with  which  you  intend  to  torment 
some  poor  devil,  who  at 

41  One  glance  of  your  eye 
Should  shun  danger  and  fly." 

The  glass  I  mean  is  that  which  regulates  the  movements  of  all  who 
"go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships." 

Before  we  get  afloat  we  must  take  a  retrospective  view,  and  the 
principal  object  that  meets  our  vision,  is  that  bugbear  "Measure- 
ment," which  you,  Mr.  Editor,  urgently  endeavoured  to  get  altered, 
and  made  more  congenial  to  the  desires  of  yachtsmen  in  general — 
Those  efforts  with  the  exception  of  the  clubs  on  the  Thames  have 
heen  thrown  away.  It  is  a  waste  of  time,  to  attempt  a  reformation, 
committees  are  better  employed  than  troubling  themselves  about  such 
1  sense."  And  until  the  racing  men  take  the  matter  into  their 
1  iiands,  no  change  will  be  brought  about,  therefore,  we  will,  let 
1  rest  in  all  its  vile  bearings,  and  endeavour  to  give  a  few  notes 
1      e  forthcoming  season. 

i  yacht  clubs  on  the  Thames  generally  commence  the  season, 
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with  liberality,  and  this  year  they  surpass  in  amount  of  specie  for 
prizes  any  of  their  former  gifts:  it  is  almost  too  early  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  is  intended  by  other  clubs,  but  we  observe  the  dates 
are  fixed  for  the  regattas  of  the  Royal  Irish  in  Dublin  Bay,  the  Royal 
Southern,  the  Royal  Northern,  and  among  the  small  fry  the  Rane- 
lagh,  London  Model,  Clyde  Model,  Birkenhead,  &c»,  and  in  your 
June  number  the  whole  routine  will  no  doubt  be  duly  logged. 

In  a  few  days  (Saturday,  May  9th,)  the  Royal  Squadron  will 
.hold  its  first  meeting,  at  the  Thatched  House,  St.  James*,  which 
by-the-by  is  altered  from  the  second  Friday  as  heretofore  to  the 
second  Saturday,  no  doubt  there  are  cogent  reasons  for  departing 
from  the  usual  custom,  and  we  may  anticipate  a  very  numerous 
meeting. 

Death  has  been  busy  in  its  ranks,  and  the  following  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  have  been  gathered  to  the  tombs  of  their  forefathers,  vis: 
the  Duke  of  Rutland,  the  Earl  of  EUesmere,  J.  H.  Smith-Barry, 
Esq.,  (late  Admiral  of  the  Royal  Cork) ;  Charles  Liddell,  Esq.; 
William  Reach,  Esq.;  and  A,  W.  Corjbett,  Esq.;  but  already  there 
are  several  candidates  to  fill  up  the  void  caused  by  these  deaths,  and 
likewise  to  augment  the  roll,  so  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
numerous  assemblage  at  the  regatta  in  August  next. 

The  new  summer  home  of  the  members  (Cowes  Castle)  is  pro- 
gressing rapidly  towards  completion,  and  will  be  occupied  this  season, 
under  the  title  of  the  u  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Castle,"  and  from  its 
commanding  situation  and  regenerated  appearance  will  be  a  very 
attractive  locale  for  those  who  possess  the  entree.  Cowes  during  the 
winter  season  has  been  subject  to  internal  pains  and  grumblings, 
the  excitement  created  by  the  cries  for  a  "new  pier,"  has  been  the 
main  cause  of  this  disquietude.  We  do  not  know  any  watering 
place  that  stands  in  more  need  of  one,  and  although  by  a  letter  from 
the  Admiralty,  it  appears  their  Lordships  cannot  consent  to  the  pier 
being  carried  out  to  the  extent  wished  for  by  the  inhabitants,  yet  it 
will  no  doubt  be  more  suitable  than  the  present  inconvenient  projec- 
tion. The  u  Cowsers"  at  length  see  the  necessity  of  providing  *«r 
the  increasing  influx  of  visitors,  and  if  they  are  bebarred,  fron  \ 
situation  of  the  harbour,  from  having  an  extensive  landing  p.  , 
they  will  at  all  events  build  a  convenient  one. 

The  Royal  Southern  Club  (for  which  great  fears  were  enter**  I 
at  the  close  of  the  season.)  has  once  more  been  resusitated,  anr        i 
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the  business  like  habits  of  the  committee  of  management,  will  again 
stand  in  the  front  rank  of  aquatics.  Every  real  yachtsman  will  be 
pleased  to  find  that  the  time  fixed  for  the  regatta  is  the  5th  and  6th 
of  August,  which  will  precede  the  Royal  Squadron  and  the  Royal 
Victoria  regattas;  thus  enabling  the  yachts  to  attend  each  without 
inconvenience. 

The  Royal  Irish  Olubs  intend  this  year  to  surpass  (if  possible,) 
their  former  excellence,  and  from  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  their 
officere  we  may  expect  a  great  amount  of  amusement  in  that  quarter. 
The  example  set  by  the  Royal  Western  of  Corinthian  Matches  we 
should  like  much  to  see  carried  out  on  the  Thames  and  the  waters  of 
the  Solent.  These  matches  tend  to  give  young  yachtsmen  a  taste 
far  acquiring  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  seamanship,  which 
according  to  several  of  our  correspondents  on  the  subject  of  "yacht 
obtains"  is  very  necessary  to  enable  owners  to  be  independent  of 
the  caprice  of  their  skippers. 

We  canoot  expect  to  see  noblemen  and  owners  of  large  yachts 
uperintending  the  fitting  out,  and  attending  to  all  die  minutto  of 
getting  her  afloat,  yet  it  is  necessary  in  ease  of  emergency,  that  they 
shook!  be  able  to  take  the  command  of  their  own  yachts;  and  by  a 
little  jractioo/  knowledge  judge  whether  their  skippers  are  men  com* 
potent  for  the  office  to  which  they  are  appointed. 

It  has  been  soggested  that  a  National  Regatta  should  be  held  at 
<eme  convenient  place  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  racing  qualities 
of  yachts  belonging  to  all  clubs :  this  subject  deserves  consideration, 
«d  let  ua  hope  it  will  be  discussed  at  the  different  yacht  meetings, 
in  order  that  next  year  such  a  noble  event  may  be  recorded. 

The  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Olub  has  announced  its  intention  to 
hold  a  regatta  on  an  extensive  scale  similar  to  that  of  1853,  when 
no  less  than  thirteen  yachts  started  for  the  challenge  cup  valued  at 
£100,  with  a  handsome  purse  of  26  guineas,  in  which  the  Cynthia 
was  victorious;  and  the  Queen's  cup  was  contested  by  nine  yachts, 
and  won  by  Coralia;  besides  several  prizes  were  given  for  small 
yachts,  fishing  and  pilot  boats,  &c.  This  affair  will  be  carried  out 
i  t  the  usual  perseverance  of  the  officials  ot  the  Mersey  Club,  and 
y  may  calculate  on  two  days'  rare  sport  if  the  weather  is  any  way 
i    >rable. 

Vom  the  present  appearance  of  the  different  clubs  we  may  anti- 
<     ^  a  glorious  season,  and  a  long  one  too,  for  the  weather  in 
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April  continuing  so  very  cold,  let  us  hope  it  will  be  fine  till  the  end 
of  October  at  least.  There  will  be  many  new  craft  afloat  this  season, 
and  as  a  matter  of  course  new  racers  will  show  their  banting  at 
the  different  matches.  By-the-by,  whilst  on  this  subject  Mr.  Editor 
cannot  some  of  your  numerous  readers  point  out  a  better  system 
of  " distinguishing  mark*'  than  the  present. 

The  flags  of  racing  yachts  are  so  alike  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  mark  their  movements  accurately.  The  Era  newspaper  last 
season  contained  a  letter,  which  I  regret  having  mislaid,  but  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection  the  writer  suggested  that  a  piece  of  coloured 
cloth  should  be  placed  on  each  side  of  the  mainsail  as  it  would 
show  well  from  the  strong  contrast  between  the  cloth  and  the  snowy 
canvas.  This  hint  is  worthy  the  notice  of  racing  owners,  and  there- 
fore, perhaps  it  may  be  improved  on. 

Before  closing  this  article  there  is  one  subject  which  requires  our 
attention,  and  one  I  feel  confident  every  seaman  will  regret — that  is 
the  introduction  of  steam  into  the  Pleasure  Navy.  It  has  been  con- 
sidered necessary  by  the  Goverment  to  form  a  steam  fleet ;  but  is  it 
useful  or  ornamental  to  yachting?  Such  -an  innovation  will  render 
this  noble  sport  a  mere  mechanical  amusement,  and  we  may  expect 
to  see  matches  got  up  by  steam  to  the  total  annihilation  of  all  nau- 
tical tactics. 

Having  spun  my  yarn,  I  now  conclude  with  wishing  the  Yachting 
Magazine  may  carry  on  with  a  fair  wind  and  flowing  sheet  to  the 
haven  of  Prosperity. 

The  Flying  Dutchman. 


BOATING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

A  few  notes  on  the  boating  capabilities  of  the  largest  sheet  of  water  in 
England  may  interest  some  of  your  readers. 

Windermere  lies  in  a  course  nearly  north  and  south,  all  its  west  I 
half  of  its  eastern  shores  being  in  Lancashire,  the  remainder  in  1 

moreland;  it  is  about  thirteen  miles  in  length  from  Newbybridge  r1  9 

foot  to  Waterhead  near  Ambleside:  its  width  generally  averaging  t 

half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  » 
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where  it  narrows  to  the  dimensions  of  a  river.  It  is  divided  into  two 
portions  by  a  large  island  of  thirty  acres,  opposite  the  little  town  of 
newness,  the  upper  reach  being  fire  miles  long,  the  ^  wider  and  deeper, 
with  the  highest  mountains  about  it:  there  are  several  other  islands  of 
uuOsize. 

The  Lake  is  not  very  distant  from  the  sea,  the  tidal  waters  of  More* 
etmbe  bay  flowing  up  the  Leven  to  within  two  miles  of  its  foot;  in  these 
two  miles  is  gained  its  surface  elevation  of  125  feet  above  the  sea  level, 
and  as  the  lower  reach  of  the  lake  varies  in  depth  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
fathoms,  and  in  the  upper  reach  forty  fathoms  are  got,  some  parts  of  its 
bottom  are  much  below  the  sea  level,  doing  away  with  the  probability 
of  any  utilitarian  engiueer  ever  converting  it  into  broad  cornfields,  as 
has  been  done  by  WhitUesea-mere,  and  other  large  pieces  of  fresh  water 
elsewhere. 

There  are  on  the  lake  about  thirty  sail -boats  of  all  sixes,  from  the 
Dolphin  schooner,  belonging  to  the  worthy  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Mersey  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Hebe  cutter,  of  15  tons,  down  to  boats  of 
17  or  18  feet  in  length;  and  of  all  rigs,  according  to  the  various  notions 
of  their  owners.  It  has  always  been  the  custom  to  describe  the  sailing 
at  dangerous,  but  I  think  I  can  show  that  this  statement  is  rather  un- 
founded; of  course  the  wind  when  off  either  shore  where  the  high  land 
comes  near  the  water  edge  is  more  or  less  puffy  (one  place  in  strong 
west  winds  being  known  by  the  expressive  name  of  the  Devil's  fiowling- 
gnen,)  but  not  so  much  so  as  in  most  of  the  Scotch  salt  water  lochs 
where  the  land  is  still  higher;  when  the  wind  is  either  up  or  down  the 
lake  frequently  a  finer  sailing  breeze  could  not  be  required,  and  it  then, 
if  fresh,  knocks  up  just  sufficient  of  a  sea  to  add  agreeable  interest  to  the 
saiL  Then  there  is  plenty  of  depth  of  water,  there  are  but  few  shoals, 
and  those  well  buoyed  by  a  small  subscription  from  the  sail-boat  owners, 
and  no  tides  to  prevent  a  boat  fetching  where  she  heads  for:  when  I  add 
that  most  of  the  sail-boats  are  worked  single-handed  by  amateur  owners 
without  the  assistance  of  professional  seamen,  a  class  of  course  only  to  be 
found  on  the  sea  coast,  and  that  during  the  last  twenty  years  there  have 
not  been  half  a  dozen  deaths  by  drowning  out  of  sail-boats,  only  one  of 
which  was  that  of  a  gentleman,  I  think  it  will  be  granted  that  the  sail- 
ing on'the  lake  must  be  a  tolerably  safe  amusement;  and  that  as  a 
lr"  g  water  it  has  advantages  over  many  places  on  the  coast  which  have 
n<    i  had  a  bad  name  given  them. 

is  now  several  yean  since  a  sail-boat  was  capsized,  and  then  the 
oi     result  was  a  ducking  to  the  unlucky  amateur  who  was  carrying  an 
«     "tcious  spread  of  sail  during  a  squally  east  wind;  he  laid  hold  of 
5.— vol,  vi.  2  « 
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some  oork  cushions,  which  floated  oat  of  the  boat*  till  he  was  picked  op 
by  some  people  who  saw  the  accident  from  the  shore  and  put  off  to  him; 
and  his  sail-boat,  which  went  down  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  in  fifteen 
fathoms,  was  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards  swept  for  and  raised.,  with  the 
only  damage  of  a  small  hole  in  the  mainsail  made  by  one  of  the  drags; 
his  whole  loss,  including  tip  to  the  men  who  came  to  his  assistance,  and 
hire  of  the  barge  to  drag  for  his  boat,  being  covered  by  a  five-pound 
note.  My  advice  to  gentlemen  who  find  themselves  in  this  predica- 
ment is,  not  to  attempt  to  reach  the  shore  if  distant  by  swimming, 
as  they  will  find  when  too  late,  this  is  not  to  be  done  in  their  clothe*, 
but  to  secure  under  each  arm  the  oars  or  other  floatables  which  rise 
out  of  the  departed  boat,  and  to  wait  with  as  much  patience  as  they 
can  till  some  one  comes  to  the  rescue;  in  the  mean  time  taking  espe- 
cial care  to  secure  good  cross  marks  by  which  to  ascertain  the  spot 
where  to  return  and  drag  for  their  sunken  ship. 

On  an  average  about  one  death  from  drowning  in  the  lake  occurs  in 
two  years;  the  greater  proportion  are  "  drunks,"  who  mistake  their 
proper  way  home  in  the  dusk  and  walk  in;  then  come  suicides;  and  then 
those  who  more  or  less  in  liquor  tumble  out  of  row-boats:  it  is  rare  that 
a  perfectly  sober  person  is  accidentally  drowned:  for  so  large  an  extant  of 
water  I  know  few  places  where  so  few  lives  are  lost,  and  this  is  the  move 
remarkable  considering  the  very  innocent  individuals  who  trust  them- 
selves on  it  I  have  seen  a  stout  gentleman  near  the  end  of  his  row 
gravely  get  up  and  pull  at  the  painter  to  stop  his  boat,  when,  not- 
withstanding this  the  boat  did  strike  the  landing,  and  the  concussion 
knocked  him  over  he  seemed  greatly  astonished.  I  have  seen  a  party 
of  five  genu  get  into  a  boat,  four  take  their  places  to  row,  the  other 
steered,  several  attempts  to  pull  ahead  only  caused  a  retrograde  motion, 
they  then  began  to  scold  each  other,  when  a  bystander  kindly  informed 
them  the  reason  of  their  difficulty  was  because  the  rowers  had  seated 
themselves  with  their  faces  to  the  head  of  the  boat  instead  of  the  stern. 
This  being  properly  adjusted,  after  some  explanations  they  succeeded  in 
getting  off,  and  later  in  the  day  I  saw  them  some  miles  up  the  lake  still 
alive.  One  calm  summer  evening  in  Bowness  bay,  where  there  axe 
some  rocks  nearly  awash,  I  saw  a  couple  of  gentlemen  accidentally  hitch 
their  boat  upon  them,  instead  of  making  the  slightest  attempt  to  get  out 
the  boat  hook,  they  set  to  screaming  with  all  their  might,  till  a  r  i 
rowed  off  to  them  and  shoved  them  off,  no  doubt  drowning  was  e 
least  they  expected. 

One  or  two  cups  of  good  value  are  sailed  for  each  summer,  some  )      s 
they  are  presented  by  "  spirited  individuals,"  in  others  they  are 
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Kfibtd  for ;  the  present  year  a  £50  Subscription  Challenge  Cup  if  to 
be  ailed  for,  to  be  won  two  year*  successively ;  there  will  also  probably 
be  mother  cup.  The  chief  prise  is  limited  to  sailboats  under  twenty- 
fife  feet  in  length,  that  being  oonsidered  the  class  of  boat  most  generally 
notable  to  the  lake,  as  they  are  not  too  large,  can  be  worked  single- 
handed  in  ordinary  sailing,  and  more  sport  is  got  out  of  them  than  from  • 
the  larger  craft  ;  perhaps  the  most  handy  sise  for  this  water  is  a  boat 
about  twenty  feet  long,  being  neither  too  large  nor  too  small  to  be  con- 
veniently managed  by  one  person.  From  twelve  to  twenty  boats  usually 
•tart  in  this  class  ;  of  course  there  is  some  tailing  at  coming  in,  but  the 
ib west  has  all  the  race  been  holding  a  tough  contest  with  some  friend 
oot  quite  so  slow  as  himself,  and  will  talk  their  battle  over  again  with 
interest  till  next  season,  when  he  will  come  out  with  a  new  jib,  or  a  new 
something  or  other,  and  Death  or  Victory  his  determination. 

The  course  has  generally  been  three  times  the  length  of  the  Lower 
Reach,  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles,  but  this  year  it  is  to  be  up  and 
down  the  main  length  of  the  lake,  a  distance  direct  of  above  twenty 
miles;  a  time  allowance  of  two  minutes  per  foot  for  difference  of  length 
is  made  at  coming  in.  All  reasonable  sails  are  allowed  to  be  carried, 
including  square-sails,  which  latter  I  think  a  much  more  legitimate  sail 
than  the  enormous  topsails  with  foot-sticks,  which  the  prohibition  of 
them  in  yacht  racing  has  caused  to  be  invented  in  their  place*  While 
on  the  subject  of  sails  may  I  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  against  the  pre- 
sent system  of  yacht  measurement,  which  by  measuring  the  hull  saddles 
the  yachting  community  with  a  class  of  narrow  deep  oraft,  only  to  be 
kept  upright  by  a  weight  of  ballast,  and  which  would  inevitably  fall 
over  and  not  rise  again  ff  left  by  the  tide  on  a  soft  sand  bank  where 
their  legs  became  undermined  and  useless ;  it  may  be  said  a  yachts- 
man is  not  obliged  to  build  this  class  of  vessel  for  cruising,  but  the 
majority  of  new  yachts  are  built  with  a  view  to  their  being  at  first 
racers,  and  as  they  are  superseded  by  newer  and  faster  craft  they  come 
into  the  cruising  fleet,  and  are  thus  perpetuated  with  their  faulty 
■hapes. 

How  mnoh  more  rational  the  system  ably  advocated  by  Mr.  Marett 
in  his  **  Yacht  Building",  that  instead  of  measuring  the  object  moved, 
the  classing  of  yachts  in  racing  to  be  taken  from  the  measurement  of 
Ht  moving  power  used,— the  sails:  to  be  sure  this  is  a  sweeping  reform 
w  h  we  may  expect  will  be  very  slowly  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
C  managing-men,  who  expend  their  energies  on  "  House"  matters, 
ai      save  the  Regattas  and  Sailing  Matches  to  potter  on  after  the  old 
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routine,  satisfied  they  have  done  all  that  is  necessary  if  they  produce  the 
nsnal  value  of  prises  ;  a  man  intending  to  build  would  then  be  unfettered 
by  the  law  which  necessitates  that  the  hull  must  measure  the  least  pos- 
sible to  carry  the  largest  possible  amount  of  sail,  his  plan  would  be  just 
the  reverse,  to  get  the  largest  possible  body  to  go  fast  under  the  smallest 
spread  of  canvas,  a  much  more  wholesome,  roomy  and  sea-worthy  craft, 
and  for  its  accommodation  worked  by  fewer  hands  at  a  less  expense, 
and  he  would  be  left  untrammelled  in  devising  the  best  form  of  hull  he 
could  invent 

There  are  great  numbers  of  row  boats  on  the  lake,  private,  and  for 
hire  at  Bowness,  Waterhead,  and  the  different  hotels.  Some  of  these 
are  wonderfully  painted,  the  row  boats  for  hire  at  Bowness  landing  place 
exhibits  all  the  glories  of  the  palette,  one  of  them,  which  if  possible 
outshone  the  rest,  was  painted  all  the  varieties  of  marble  the  artist 
could  thizfk  of,  who  nearly  equalled  in  inventive  genius  the  eccentric 
skipper  that  painted  the  sides  of  his  ship  like  bricks,  and  called  her 
"The  Brick."  The  usual  kind  is  a  good  shaped  pleasure  boat  to  carry 
from  £yb  to  ten  persons,  and  rows  two  or  three  pairs  of  sculls  on  iron 
pins  upon  ofisetts,  or  as  called  in  the  south  outriggers,  which  by  the 
way  I  may  say  is  an  old  north-country  invention  and  was  taken  south 
by  the  daspers;  these  oars  on  pins  cannot  be  feathered,  but  have  the 
advantage  that  as  they  require  little  skill  they  can  be  pulled  by  almost 
any  one,  and  it  is  very  common  on  the  lake  to  see  ladies  rowing,  and 
even  boats  manned  entirely  by  parties  of  them.  In  few  places  are 
boating  pic-nics  more  enjoyable,  the  boat  may  be  run  ashore  in  any 
small  cove,  sunny  or  shady  as  the  day  may  require,  can  be  left  while 
the  party  collect  a  few  sticks,  make  a  fry  and  boil  the  kettle,  and  when 
wanted  again  it  is  not  found,  as  frequently  happens  on  the  coast,  high 
but  not  quite  dry  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over  sludge  and  slippery  seaweeds 
from  the  water. 

\The  light  boats  here  called  skin*,  are  about  twenty-two  feet  long,  and 
from  three  to  three  and-a-half  feet  wide,  they  are  about  the  size  of  the 
pair-oared  gigs  introduced  within  the  last  few  years  on  the  Thames, 
and  with  these  latter  are  well  suited  for  light  pulling  on  the  lake;  there 
are  a  few  decked  outrigger  skiffs,  but  they  are  in  little  favour,  and  of 
little  use,  as  a  man  wants  on  so  large  a  piece  of  water  a  boat  that  he 
can  stir  more  about  in,  that  he  can  land  out  of  anywhere  withou  *- 
quiring  Jack-in-the-water  to  hold  it  for  him,  and  which  can  stand  i  a" 
sionally  more  lumpy  water  than  is  knocked  up  in  a  river.  Thei  re 
no  rowing  clubs  or  long  boat  crews,  the  resident  gentry  being  to'     tt" 
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tend  to  admit  of  their  easily  meeting  together^fbr  that  purpose*  though 
there  are  several  on  the  lake  who  have  pulled  leading  oars  on  the  Cam 
and  Las. 

I  am  sometimes  delighted  at  seeing  in  the  London  Water-colour  Ex- 
hibitions picturesque  representations  of  Windermere;  sky  and  distant 
unknown  mountains  bathed  in  warmest  Italian  tints;  boats  on  a  sunny 
foreground  with  pink  and  blue  striped  awnings,  and  fancifully  costumed 
peasantry  going  to  market  with  melons  and  all  kinds  of  hot-house  pro- 
duce) in  the  middle  distance  pleasure  yachts  of  forty  or  fifty  tons,  gaily 
dressed  in  flags  not  to  be  found  in  Ackers',  sailing  about  in  the  glowing 
calm.  What  glorious  ideas  our  southern  friends  must  imbibe  from 
these  of  the  beauties  of  our  scenery  I  Surely  artists  behold  visions 
imperceptible  to  ordinary  eyes;  such  sights  as  these  were  never  seen  on 
Windermere  by  any  of  the  natives. 

The  traffic  of  the  lake,  slates,  wood,  lime,  etc,  is  carried  on  by  four 
barges  of  from  12  to  15  tons  burden,  each  of  these  being  laboriously 
rowed  by  two  men,  who  when  the  wind  is  fair  set  an  unartistic  square- 
nfl,  which  will  only  draw  with  the  wind  abaft  the  beam.  Two  steamers 
in  the  summer  months  keep  running  up  and  down  the  lake  daily  except 
on  Sundays. 

The  fish  are  two  kinds  of  char,  the  red  and  the  silver,  two  or  three 

hinds  of  trout,  great  quantities  of  perch,  mostly  very  small,  good  pike, 

sod  eels,  plenty  of  minnows,  and  a  few  sticklebacks,  bullheads  and 

baches;  Salmon  and  white  trout  in  the  autumn  run  up  from  the  sea 

through  the  lake  to  breed  in  the  streams  that  run  into  it  towards  its 

head.    Owing  to  the  large  extent  of  the  water  the  fishing  is  only 

moderate;  trout,  char,  &c,  used  to  be  angled  for  with  the  rod,  generally 

by  trolling  with  three  rods  stuck  out  from  the  stern  of  a  boat,  but  about 

ten  yean  ago  the  otter,  here  called  lath,  was  introduced  and  has  entirely 

superseded  rod-fishing,  boats  with  a  lath  and  sixty  or  seventy  yards  of 

line  out  on  each  side,  and  perhaps  a  rod  with  a  minnow  out  at  the 

stern,  rake  the  surface  of  the  lake  in  every  direction,  excepting  in  the 

month  of  June,   when  the  small  coleopterous  called  the  Bracken-clock 

is  out,  the  fish  then  are  so  gorged  with  them  that  they  will  not  look  at 

the  artificial  fly,  on  a  calm  day  the  surface  of  the  water  may  be  seen 

dotted  with  clocks,  one  or  two  to  every  square  foot.     A  large  char  weighs 

ie-quarten  of  a  pound.    Trout  occasionally  are  taken  by  the  net  up 

*n  or  a  dozen  pounds  ;  pike  are  chiefly  from  two  to  six  pounds,  but 

e  in  a  few  years  a  fifteen  or  twenty  pounder  is  netted.     Everybody 

f  angle  or  use  the  lath,  but  the  right  of  net  fishing  is  divided  among 

te  of  the  neighbouring  landed  proprietors,  and  let  by  them  to  fisher- 
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mew  who  draw  their  nets  in  those  parts  of  the  lake  where  the  bottom  is 
sufficiently  dear  ef  abstractions.  The  river  at  the  foot  of  die  lake  is  m 
the  hands  of  an  Angling  Association,  who  elect  subscribers  every  year 
at  two  guineas  each  ;  there  is  pretty  fair  trout  fishing  in  it,  and  in  die 
autumn  some  salmon  and  white-trout. 

Owing  to  its  short  distance  from  the  sea,  and  small  elevation  above 
it,  and  die  length  of  frost  it  takes  to  cool  such  deep  water,  Windermere 
seldom  freezes  sufficiently  to  bear  skaters;  once  in  a  dozen  years  there 
may  be  a  fine  sheet  of  strong  ice  for  a  few  days,  but  it  has  generally 
been  then  spoiled  by  *  covering  of  snow.  Some  J  caution  is  required  in 
skating,  as  there  are  places  which  in  consequence  of  springs,  or  from 
other  causes  never  freeze  over,  or  what  is  still  worse  have  merely  a  thin 
covering  of  ice.  The  smaller  lakes  of  higher  elevation  are  frosen  over 
nearly  every  winter.  A  few  wildfowl  of  different  kinds  resort  to  the 
lake  in  the  winter  months,  bat  there  are  so  many  guns  after  them  that 
they  become  very  shy,  and  it  requires  great  patience  and  creeping  to 
get  within  shooting  distance  of  them. 

There  is  little  or  no  sailing  on  most  of  the  other  lakes.  Ullswater, 
the  next  in  siae  to  Windermere,  has  a  few  sail-boats  on  it,  but  owing  to 
the  high  ground  immediately  on  its  shores,  it  is  very  subject  to  squalls, 
and  the  sailing  is  not  so  good.  H.  F.  R. 
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A  SUMMER'S  CRUISE  IN  185— 
CHAPTER  II. 

MB  TBIAL  CRTTTBB— A  PICTTJBB  OFF  THB  LAND*8  END— OFF  THE  LIZARD— XTLFORD 
HAVE*— A  HATIOMAL  BBGATTA— FAIR  *CKATIVBSW  OF  WAXES. 

Being  now  left  alone  with  my  young  skipper  who  was  loud  in  his 
praises  of  the  new  craft,  we  soon  commenced  our  criticism,  and  many 
salient  points  of  beauty  or  of  sea-worthiness  which  had  before  escaped 
our  notice  came  prominently  to  view. 

While  thus  engaged,  a  large  steam  frigate  came  close  up  to 
stopping  her  way  and  blowing  off  steam  apparently  to  wait  for  st 
boats  coming  off  to  her:  she  turned  out  to  be  the  Sanspareil,    wr 

*  Continued  from  page  142. 
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name  brought  something  or  other  to  my  recollection-  about  a  parcel 
being  on  board  that  should  have  been  sent  to  that  vessel;  it  was  so,  for  on 
going  below  I  found  a  pacquet  which  had  been  entrusted  to  my  care 
by  a  servant  who  had  a  brother  on  board  the  Sanspareil  then  laying  at 
the  same  port  at  which  we  fitted  out;  the  little  parcel  was  somehow 
tfae  "worse  of  the  wear/9  having  been  apparently  "  in  the  wars*  already, 
so  that  its  contents  were  exposed  to  view  in  the  shape  of  a  small  BibU: 
it  was  soon  on  board  the  frigate:  may  God's  blessing  go  with  it ;  and 
may  every  man  on  board  these  H  wooden  walls  of  Old  England1'  have 
the  same  true  shield  for  their  brave  hearts  in  the  hour  of  battle  and  of 
danger  in  their  country's  cause! 

The  shades  of  evening  were  now  fast  closing  in,  and  it  was  time  to 
determine  what  should  be  the  course  of  our  trial  cruise;  to  Guernsey 
for  stores  was  our  first  intention,  and  inviting  enough  the  night  looked 
with  a  fair  wind  too,  what  was  of  it;  but  a  fair  wind  and  a  trial  cruise 
didn't  go  exactly  together  in  my  mind,  so  it  was  "Aft  with  the  mam 
sheet"  And  away  we  went  slipping  along  to  the  westward,  resolved 
upon  trying  what  the  "  Wildflower"  could  do  aon  a  wind" ;  besides 
feeling,  that  with  a  new  craft,  and  new  crew,  a  day  or  two  at  sea  would 
be  desirable  to  shake  all  a  little  into  then*  right  places,  and  make  us 
look  somewhat  more  ship-shape  before  disporting  our  club  bunting  in  a 
strange  harbour. 

The  next  morning  at  daylight  we  were  off  the  Land's-End  beating 
gallantly  to  the  westward  against  wind  and  tide;  the  wind  having  drawn 
more  round  to  the  westward,  with  a  heavy  lump  of  a  sea  on;  the  very 
thing  we  wanted  1  and  bravely  behaved  the  little  schooner  1  her  great 
length,  fine  entrance,  and  bearings  carried  well  aft,  made  her  all  that 
could  be  desired  as  a  good  sea  boat;  so  far  so  good  again. 

And  now  it  would  seem  high  time  to  determine  whether  we  were  out- 
ward-bound or  only  on  a  trial  cruise  in  the  Channel ;  at  least  so  seemed 
to  think  Tom  White,  my  skipper,  as  he  presented  himself  at  the  door  of 
the  cabin  to  say  we  were  creeping  to  westward  of  the  Longships,  at  the 
same  time  muttering  something  of  a  fair  wind  still  for  Guernsey. 

u  Are  we  far  enough  to  windward,  to  weather  the  Longships  on  the 
other  tack?" 

"I  think  so,  sir." 

Then  about  with  her,  and  I'll  be  on  deck  with  some  course  or  other 

you  directly." 

rt  was  not  till  I  had  quietly  finished  my  inspection  of  a  chart  of  the 

i  Channel,  on  which  I  had  been  engaged  when  interrupted  by  the 

per,  that  I  came  to  the  determination  of  running  up  as  far  as  Milfbrd 
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Haven,  and  as  I  came  on  deck,  finding  we  were  abreast  of  the  Longships 
and  well  to  windward  it  was  "Ease  off  Sheets"  and  "steady  at  N.E. 
£N." 

This  sort  of  "  sealed  order"  cruising,  so  far  as  the  crew,  and  skipper 
too,  are  concerned,  I  find  always  the  best;  about  the  length  of  time  the 
cruise  may  occupy,  so  as  to  enable  due  provision  to  be  made  in  replen- 
ishing the  "  harness  casks/'  &c.,  the  crew  ought  always  to  know,  but 
as  to  where  bound,  let  them  find  that  out  if  they  can; — true,  it  may  not 
be  always,  that  this  silence  as  to  one's  yachting  motions,  may  be  either 
necessary  or  advantageous,  yet  there  do  occur  occasions  on  which  it  may 
chance  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  regulation  of  a  crew,  and 
by  making  it  a  general  practice  both  skipper  and  crew  get  used  to  ask- 
ing no  questions,  and  requiring  no  notice  for  preparation,  but  always 
ready  at  a  moment's  notice,  with  or  without  the  "  blue  peter." 

My  skipper  was  well  accustomed  to  this  sort  of  work,  altho'  always 
on  the  look  out  for  any  inkling  he  could  catch  of  our  intended  where- 
abouts and  whereaway. 

"  A  round  about  course  this  to  shape  for  the  Channel  Islands,  White  1" 

"  Ra-a-ther,  sir,"  was  the  skipper's  reply,  with  a  look  of  interrogation 
at  the  same  time  as  to  some  enlightenment  on  his  self-willed  owner's 
plans;— -which  plans,  by  the  way,  the  said  owner,  as  he  has  explained 
above,  makes  an  invariable  rule  of  keeping  to  himself;  and  an  essen- 
tial rule  he  finds  it  to  be,  as  would  any  one  else,  who  like  him  sails  his 
own  craft. 

"  Well,  White,  now  we  are  here,  we'll  run  up  and  have  a  look  at  this 
much-spoken -of  Milford  haven: — so  give  her  the  square-sail,  and  let  us 
make  short  miles  of  it." 

No  sooner  said  than  done,  and  away  we  go,  tearing  along  at  the  rate 
of  eleven  knots  an  hour. 

The  skipper,  after  setting  our  square-sail,  and  seeing  the  sheets 
checked  a  little  more  for  a  fair  wind,  was  gazing  intently  at  the  tower 
of  the  Longships  lighthouse,  and  apparently  pleased  with  his  reflections, 
whatever  they  might  be. 

"  More  comfortable  this,  White,  than  the  last  time  you  and  I  had 
that  ugly  fellow  under  our  lee." 

"  Well,  sir,  it  does  be  more  comfortable  like,  sure  enough;  and  that 
same  cruise  too,  I  was  just  a  thinking  on.     I  wonder,  sir,  if  them  as 
got  the  little  A—  now  will  often  give  her  a  sight  of  the  Longshi] 
such  weather  as  we  done." 

"  I  don't  know  as  to  that,  but  I  think  we  would  be  sure  to  m. 
better  picture  in  our  present  craft,  with  that  ugly  rock  in  the  ' 
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ground,  than  you  proposed  making  in  the  little  cutter  last  time  we  were 
here;— hope  yon  have  not  forgot  the  picture,  White  1" 

And  an  awful  picture  we  were  sure  enough,  in  a  little  20  ton  cutter, 
rounding  the  Longships,  with  a  perfect  gale  of  wind  blowing  from  the 
8.W.,  and  the  aea  running  mountains  high!  Our  poor  little  craft  at 
every  sea  buried,  or  rather  built  round  by  a  solid  wall  of  living  fiery 
witer,  some  twenty  feet  at  least  above  our  heads,  holding  on  like  grim 
death  the  best  way  we  could,  with  only  a  nine  inch  bulwark  between  us 
and  the  raging  element! 

I  didn't  think  so  then,  but  I  have  often  thought  since,  that  our  chance 
of  Bring  through  that  gale  was  after  all  on  the  wrong  side  of  certainty  : 
w  to  what  the  effect  would  have  been  upon  our  tiny  craft,  had  one  of 
these  huge  avalanches  broken  over  our  stern!  it  is  by  no  means  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend,  for  instant  destruction  must  have  been  the  result. 
And  yet  in  the  midst  of  all,  such  was  our  confidence  in  the  little  vessel 
(aome  no  doubt  would  call  it  our  ignorance)  that  I  do  not  remember  ever 
making  a  heartier  breakfast  in  my  life  than  at  that  very  time,  on  which 
occasion  it  was,  as  I  emerged  from  below  to  the  surface  of  our  "  cockle- 
aWl,"  that  my  skipper  made  the  cool  observation,  as  to  our  extreme 
eligibility  for  photographic  manipulation,  alluded  to  above,  saying  "  Lor9 
"*,  if  we  could  only  have  our  picture  took,  just  as  we  are  now,  to 
bring  home  to  the  Missus!" 

This  storm  by  the  way  in  which  we  were  out  the  whole  time,  was  the 
oat  so  well  chronicled  in  the  "  Log  of  the  Pet"  when  she  ran  in  to  Fal- 
uonth  :— -I  remember  well  meeting  a  craft  off  the  Lizard,  that  must 
have  been  her,  with  a  barked  trysail  set  making  for  Falmouth  harbour ; 
tod  whatever  her  tonnage  may  be,  she  certainly  looked  more  than  eight 
too*,  in  fact  she  looked  quite  as  big,  if  not  (as  we  thought  at  the  time) 
tyger  than  ourselves. 

On  that  same  occasion,  a  very  striking  illustration  of  the  "  sealed 
orders,"  or  "  self  willed"  system  of  cruising,  and  its  advantages  occurred: 
**  had  sailed  from  Guernsey  the  day  before — Saturday;  but  having 
very  light  airs,  and  for  some  time  a  calm,  we  were  only  off  the  Lizard 
on  8nnday  afternoon,  when  it  suddenly  came  down  upon  us  "  black 
•quail"  fashion,  tearing,  and  flaring,  and  fretting  from  the  westward,  as 
though  .Solus  and  Auld  Father  Neptune  were  having  a  frolic  together,  a 
«  of  «  devils9  delight"  piece  of  business,  which  the  little  A —  seemed 
ty  i  to  enter  into,  as  she  plunged  and  kicked  and  plunged  again, 
w  %  unwillingly  submitting  to  the  operation  of  having  herself  stripped 
*°  three  reefed  mainsail  and  spitfire  jib;— the  sea  was  like  ink,  streaked 
n      pped  with  white  froth ;— -as  to  its  "  oscillatory"  extent  or  "  waves 
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of  oscillation"  as  Scott  Russell  hath  it,  they  were  just  as  ugly  a*  any 
man  would  wish  to  see  off  the  Lizard  in  a  little  20  ton  cutter  with  a 
dead  beat  before  him  to  the  Land's  End;— however  the  poor  little  A—, 
with  her  wings  thus  clipped,  went  bravely  at  it  again; — the  short  raw 
of  a  sea  was  just  her  Jit,  that  is  to  say  she  just  had  room  between  them 
to  stand  up  on  end  and  wag  her  tail  at  them  as  she  made  the  down- 
ward plunge,  boltsprit  and  spitfire  "  down  amongst  the9'— fishes! 

This  sort  of  work  was  bad  enough,  but  it  looked  as  tho'  we  hadn't  the 
worst  of  it  yet,  and  seeing  one  half  of  a  fleet,  which  we  had  just  over- 
hauled, bear  up  for  Falmouth,  and  the  other  half  run  out  to  sea,  we  con- 
trived to  get  our  saucy  little  cutter's  head  round,  and  away  we  scudded 
for  Falmouth,  sometimes  blown  crab-fashion  or  broadside  on  through 
the  water ;  sometimes  on  end,  going  at  it  keel  foremost,  like  a  midship 
section  with  the  keel  for  stem  and  the  deck  for  stern  :— at  other  times 
settling  down  on  her  boltsprit  end  ready  to  make  a  somersault,  till  she 
was  picked  up  by  the  crest  of  a  ware  on  which  she  shot  away  ahead  Hke 
a  goat  on  all  fours  on  a  pinnacle. 

No  matter,  however,  we  were  soon  after  an  hour's  ran  close  to  ike 
mouth  of  Falmouth  harbour,  but  just  as  we  were  about  to  enter  it  As 
sky  began  to  clear  up,  the  wind  was  certainly  moderating,  and  as  to  the 
sea,  it  could  not  be  much'  worse  than  we  had  already  experienced,  altho' 
it  too  seemed  getting  a  little  quieter :—  we  were  dose  to  the  beacon  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  when  I  made  the  remark  that  this  was  the 
first  time  we  had  ever  bore  up  for  any  harbour. 

"  Yes,  sir,"  said  the  skipper  "  and  to  think  that  now  we  are  just  in 
harbour  the  squall  seems  passing  away!" 

"  You  think  so  White?  then  what  are  ye  going  into  this  harbour  fa? 
I  don't  want  to  go  to  Falmouth:— do  you?" 
u  No-o-o,  sir,"  said  the  skipper,  with  a  laugh. 
"  Then  stand  by  to  go  about!" 

And  the  little  A  was  soon  looking  at  the  Lizard  again,  in  about 
only  an  hour  after  we  had  bore  up,— not  one  of  us  had  a  dry  stitch  on 
our  backs !  it  was  within  an  hour  or  so  of  dark  ;  and  yet  with  the 
beautiful  harbour  of  Falmouth  all  but  entered,  we  cheerfully  tackled  to 
it  again  with  an  ugly  sea  on,  as  cold  a  night  as  any  of  us  ever  remem- 
bered being  out  in,  and  a  long  hammer  and  tongs  dead  beat  to  the 
Longshipe — it  was  off  the  Lizard  as  we  came  out  the  second  tisr  bat 
we  met  the  "  Pet"  making  for  Falmouth  harbour. 

But  to  return  to  the  "  Wild  flow  or,"  it  was  about  the  end  of  t.  _  su- 
ing watch,  and  we  were  looking  out  for  St.  Ann's  Lights  at  the  et  aes 
to  Milford  Haven,  having  pretty  nearly  run  our  distance,  or  '      ast 
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ought  to  have  done; — but  it  had  become  so  thick  that  we  could  see 
*othing  half  a  mile  from  us,  aad  the  weather  looked  rather  viciously 
inclined*  AU  bauds  were  turned  up  to  shorten  sail,  and  only  in  time— 
for  no  sooner  had  we  got  a  reef  down  in  the  mainsail,  and  the  foresail 
off  her.-^than  half  a  gale  of  wind,  with  heavy  rain  and  dirt  of  all  sorts 
eaae  tearing  down  upon  us  from  the  north-west. 

"  Keep  a  bright  look  ahead  there  for  the  lights.— Can  you  make 
tbemoutyet?" 

u  No,  nothing  of  them  yet,  sir;"  came  sweeping  aft  mournfully  on 
the  wind* 

I  could  hear  both  the  skipper  and  the  men  give  to  each  other  their 
opinion  that  we  could  not  be  near  the  lights  yet,  or  we  should  be  sure 
to  see  them,  and  they  ventured  to  suggest  as  much  to  myself,  as  I  went 
forward  and  gave  orders  to  "  stand  by  for  coming  about."  I  knew  bow- 
ever  it  must  be  otherwise,  and  that  we  were  quite  as  close  to  St  Ann's 
Head,  as  it  was  agreeable  for  strangers  to  come  uuder  the  circumstances; 
accordingly  I  took  my  own  resolution,  and  we  were  soon  about  head  to 
wind,  hove*to  under  a  double-reefed  mainsail  and  staysail: — here  was 
another  point  of  trial,  and  well  the  Wildflower  stood  the  test, — lying-to 
aa  steadily  as  Old  Time,  although  a  heavy  sea  was  running; — and,  ohl 
such  a  night  of  rain,  sleet,  and  intense  cold!  Once  more,  so  far  so  good, 
and  now  the  owner  is  satisfied  with  the  little  schooner's  good  qualities. 

At  midnight  there  being  no  appearance  of  clearing,  I  turned  in,  and 
next  morning  we  found  ourselves  from  three  to  four  miles  S.W.  of  St. 
Ann's  Head,  near  enough  under  the  circumstances!  My  reckoning  was 
thus  proved  to  be  correct,  and  I  took  care  to  make  the  most  of  it;  that 
is,  by  taking  the  ascertained  accuracy  as  a  mailer  of  course,  well  know- 
ing by  experience  that  the  more  one  can  thus  add  to  their  stock  of 
infallibility  in  the  eyes  of  the  crew,  the  better. 

At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  were  quietly  running  up  the  beau- 
tiful waters  of  the  far-famed  Milford  haven;  and  truly  it  is  a  noble  sheet 
of  water!     Well  might  the  fair  Imogen  demand 

"  How  far  it  is 
To  this  same  blessed  Milford:  Aod  by  the  way, 
Tell  me  hoir  Wales  was  made  so  happy,  as 
To  inherit  such  a  haven:—" 

The  harbour  which  runs  about  E.N.E.  and  W.S.W.,  has  its  entrance 
fi  i  the  S.S.W.,  or  just  at  right  angles  to  the  haven  itself,  so  that 
e  y  where  it  is  sheltered  from  all  points  of  the  compass,  and  the  ap- 
p  \ch  as  well  as  the  harbour  itself  is  clear  from  every  possible  obstruc- 
ts    in  the  shape  of  rocks,  banks,  buoys,  &c,  which  latter  are  sometimes 
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so  agreeably  placed  by  the  caprice  of  official  "  brief  authority'1  as  Curly 
to  puzzle  the  uninitiated  yachtsman;  setting  him  to  '/scratch  bis  head 
and  heave  his  lead  "  in  utter  bewilderment.  Even  in  this  noble  haven 
at  the  entrance,  there  occurs  a  solitary  instance  of  this  excessive  zeal  in 
"rock  finding,  and  buoying,  and  bewildering;" — I  allude  to  the  buoy 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  about  midchannel,— on  what  is  called 
the  "  Lewis  rock/9  over  which  (and  it  is  apparently  only  a  point)  there 
is  some  five  fathoms  water!  Surely  this  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  reason 
for  disfiguring  the  entrance  to  a  great  harbour  like  this,  apparently  for 
no  other  object  than  to  keep  craft  entering  it  on  the  alert,  which  at 
night,  they  certainly  must  be,  to  avoid  the  chance  of  knocking  a  hole  in 
their  bows,  by  running  foul  of  the  buoy  itself ! 

Be  this  as  it  may,  Milford  Haven  is  such  a  Harbour  of  Refuge,  as 
every  yachtsman  ought  to  have  a  look  at; — from  the  entrance  up  to 
H.M.  Pembroke  Dockyard  is  about  nine  miles,  varying  in  width  from 
two  miles  to  half-a-mile,  and  affording  every  where  good  anchorage, 
whether  for  Leviathan  Steamers  or  Lilliputian  Model- Yachts;  room 
enough  for  the  United  Navies  of  England  and  France  to  ride  at  anchor 
or  manoeuvre  together: — a  glorious  sight  by  the  way !  and  when  it 
does  take  place — "  May  I  be  there  to  see!  " 

Just  as  the  tailor  who  gazed  on  the  mighty  Fall  of  Niagara,  was  led 

to  exclaim 

44  Lord  what  a  place  to  sponge  a  coat'1 

So  I  confess  my  thoughts  on  sailing  up  this  beautiful  haven,  deserting 

for  the  moment  all  more  important  and  utilitarian  considerations,  were 

such  as  led  me  internally  to  say 

"  What  a  place  for  a  National  Regatta." 

Now  of  this  same  idea  for  a  National  Regatta,  I  have  much  to  say, 
and  some  day  I  hope  to  see  it  carried  into  effect  Only  imagine  all  the 
funds  of  all  our  regattas  collected  into  one! — all  the  yachts  of  all  our 
clubs  congregated  together  in  one  harbour  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight 
together! — and  all  the  cups  of  each  year  sailed  for  in  the  same  place! 
With  the  addition  of  a  "  Grand  National  Cup  "  to  be  sailed  for  in  regu- 
lar sea-going  trim,  say  from  Milford  round  Lundy  Island,  and  the  Isle 
of  Man,— dipping  colours  to  our  hearty  friends  at  Kingstown  enpatsant 

Such  a  match  as  this  would  soon  tend  to  get  rid  of  the  "  razor-A'h" 
genus  of  racers,  with  their  unseamanlike  adjuncts  of  shifting  bai  st* 
balloon  jibs,  and  gigantic  gaff-topsails  set  with  a  sixty  feet  tooth"2'  of 
a  yard  on  a  tiny  thirty  tonner! 

But  these  are  "  Reminiscences,'*  and  not  the  place  for  advocau.  or 
discussing  the  idea  of  a  "  National  Regatta,"  which,  however       eel 
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•stored  with  a  very  little  real  shoulder-to-shoulder  work  amongst 
yachtsmen,  could  be  most  successfully  carried  into  effect;  and  in  that 
case,  whether  from  its  perfection  as  a  harbour,  or  its  central  position  as 
a  rendezvous  for  all  yachts  of  the  three  kingdoms  Milford  would  unques- 
tionably be  found  to  carry  the  palm,  at  all  events  for  the  first  great 
meeting,  or  as  Imogen  still  says  of  it 

u  There's  no  more  to  say; 
Accessible  is  none  bat  Milford  way." 

Haring  run  up  the  haven  about  five  miles  above  the  entrance,  we 
brought''  to  in  the  principal  roadstead  of  the  harbour,  right  abreast  of 
the  little  town' of  Milford  ;  a  place  of  somewhat  imposing  aspect,  when 
seen  and  approached  from  the  sea,  but  not  quite  so  much  so  when  you 
get  your  "  land-tacks  on  board"  and  tumble  into  it  from  behind  :— for 
the  town  of  Milford  does  in  reality  possess  a  "  before"  and  a  u  behind" 
or  in  other  words  a  "fron?  street  and  a  "bcuh"  street,  with  of  course  a 
u  middle  street";  under  which  extremely  simple  and  somewhat  primitive 
street  nomenclature  is  comprehended  the  whole  of  the  town:  an  example 
by  the  way,  worthy  the  serious  consideration-  of  her  Majesty's  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests,  or  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  before  engaging  in  the  arduous  task  of  a  revised  street  nomen- 
clature for  the  metropolis. 

It  was  not  at  all  probable  I  should  ever  have  become  thus  far  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  "  front,"  "  middle,"  and  "  back"  of  Milford,— 
for  there  are  no  indications  of  names  on  the  streets  themselves;  but  that 
I  was  fortunate  in  finding  a  yachting  friend  here  (Mr.  B.)  whoae  little 
craft  was  laying  close  inside  of  us  ;  and  be  having  been  at  Milford  for 
the  last  few  days  was  able  to  enact  the  part  of  "  cicerone."  Accordingly 
it  was  arranged  that  after  an  early  dinner  on  board  the  Wildflower, 
we  should  take  a  stroll  on  shore  to  see  "  the  natives,"  as  my  facetious 
friend  called  them  ;  and  that  next  day  after  running  up  to  H.M.  Dock- 
yard at  Pembroke,  we  should  set  sail  together  for  the  Channel  Islands. 
The  evening  was  fine,  and  the  shew  of  "  natives"  (very  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  my  friend  who  had  been  blessed  with  three  wet  days  out 
of  four)  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

There  they  were  on  the  really  pretty  terrace,  or  more  properly  speak - 
'"<»  the  "  front  street,"  which  looks  out  on  to  the  haven  with  sometimes 
dreds  of  sail  laying  at  anchor  beneath, — there  they  were  these  same 
natives,  disporting  themselves  in  groups  of  threes  and  twos  together, 
le  my  friend  and  myself,  with  one  solitary  exception,  were  the  only 
resentatives  of  the  rougher  sex  to  be  seen  ;  and  not  over  well  seen 
ar,  as  we  were  for  a  time  ensconced  in  a  sort  of  observatory  at  an 
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open  window  in  the  hotel,  partially  screened  from  the  dangers  of  bright 
eyes  (lor  they  say  they  are  very  dangerous  here)  by  the  clouds  ascending 
from  our  after  dinner  Havanas. 

So  now  for  a  peep  at  these  same  dangerous  eyes,  as  they  pass,  up  and 
down  in  front  of  our  observatory.  Here  comes  one  group  of  three, 
evidently  sisters,  from  being  all  rigged  alike,  and  sailing  under  the  same 
colours,  viz :  the  little  saucy  round  hat,  which  one  always  feels  an  incli- 
nation to  stop,  and  as  Captain  Cuttle  says  "  when  found  make  a  note 
of,"  particularly  when  you  can  just  discover  under  the  hat  a  pair  of 
bright  stars  shining  through  a  sort  of  fleecy  hosiery  Shetland  veil,  and 
drawing  your  own  eyes  involuntarily  towards  them  as  though  they  were 
really  the  Polar  star  instead  of  a  "  gentle  maiden's  eyes".  Be  this  as  it 
may,  three  pretty  Graces  they  are,  the  eldest  apparently  not  over  twenty, 
and  the  two  younger  ones  making  up  in  beauty  what  they  want  in  yean, 
for  beauties  they  decidedly  are ;  and  not  inapt  representatives  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland's  fair  daughters:— the  why  and  the  wherefore,  the 
who  and  the  which,  my  friend  and  myself  were  quietly  settling  to  our 
own  satisfaction:— when  up  comes  another  trio  I  for  singular  to  relate 
you  will  always  find  young  ladies  in  their  sweet  little  groupings,  parti* 
oularly  attached  to  odd  numbers,  I  never  could  make  out  why,  but  so  it 
is.— This  group  is  decidedly  not  composed  like  the  last  of  three  sisters— 
there  may  be  two— but  all  are  in  black,  and  all  have  remarkably  fine 
figures:*— one  a  brunette  is  somewhat  tallish,  stately,  dark,  intellectual, 
and  "  married  for  a  sovereign/9  said  my  friend,  who  professes  to  tell  the 
youngest  married  woman  by  her  carriage,  and  sort  of  "better-half  "  look; 
the  next  nearly  as  tall,  with  dark  hair,  ivory  teeth,  and  bright  eyes 

'•  In  a  fine  frenzing  rolling!" 
the  third,  a  young  and  beautiful  figure,  just  arrived  at  the  soft  round 
age  of  sweet  enchanting  womanhood— what  the  French  call  so  graphi- 
cally "U  beaute  du  dialled 

Still  "there's  luck  in  odd  numbers,"  for  true  to  Rory  O'More's  theory 
here  come  one  solitary  beauty,  that  most  assuredly  iu  our  humble  opinion 
ought  least  of  all  to  have  been  alone,  for  a  brighter  face,  with  eyes  that 
would  smile  any  man  out  of  his  senses,  and  long  raven  tresses  kissing  her 
rosy  cheeks,  one  need  not  wish  to  meet  with  in  a  summer's  cruise.  She 
looks  bright  and  happy  as  she  trips  along  to  join  one  of  the  groups,  and 
so  break  into  the  charm  of  "  odd  numbers,"  with  the  much  more  pot 
charm  of  her  laughing  eyes. 

Three  again!  I  declare!  " and  married  again,"  said  my  friend, 
this  lime  was  pretty  sure  to  be  right,  as  the  group  was  evidently  man 
and  two  daughters,  altho'  at  a  little  distance  one  might  find  it  hard  to 
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which  was  which,  for  my  own  part  if  positively  and  of  course  reluctantly 
oompelled  to  choose  between  the  two  generations,  I  am  not  sure,  but  I 
ahould  »  no  matter  what:— for  my  friend  would  give  me  no  fair 

chance  of  a  selection,  having  on  the  instant  appropriated  to  himself  the 
young  bouncing  beauty  with  merry  twinkling  eyes,  surpassing  fair 
complexion;  rosy  cheeks,  and  cherry  lips,  that  said  as  plain  as  lips  could 
amy  that  spake  not  "kiss  and  come  again." 

But  alas!  for  my  friend,  that  this  appropriation  should  be  only  ideal— 
lor  we  both  agreed  that  in  many  a  long  cruise,  we  had  never  seen  in  so 
snail  a  place  a  greater  proportion  of  attractive  beauty  amongst  the  fair 
tax,  we  could  only  sigh  as  we  thought  how 

" Many  a  flower  Is  born  to  Moth  unseen, 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  Milord  ah*;" 

for  the  shades  of  evening  were  closing  in:  the  fair  beauties  were  shut* 
t*°g  up;  A^d  we  had  to  prepare  for  an  early  start  on  the  morrow,  so  we 
betook  ourselves  on  board, — not  I  confess  without  some  degree  of  satis* 
faction  in  thinking  that  I  should  in  all  probability  have  another  look  at 
the  fair  XGlford  "  natives "  as  the  excellence  of  the  harbour,  and  its 
contiguity  to  the  Irish  coast  where  we  were  first  bound  after  Guernsey, 
lias  decided  me  on  arranging  that  my  friends  should  embark  here  instead 
of  at  our  own  port  in  the  South  of  England,  and  thus  save  the  ladies, 
the  disagreeables  of  rounding  the  Longships;  a  proceeding  possessed  of 
few  attractions  to  any  one. 
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As  a  rule,  it  is  among  the  owners,  and  amateur  crews  of  small  craft 
thai  the  truly  practical  yachtsmen  ase  to  be  found.     Men  who  take  a 
seal  interest  and  pleasure,  in  not  only  sailing  their  own  vessels,  but  who 
scruple  not  to  do  a  hard  day's  work,  in  all  that  appertains  to  fitting  out 
their  wee  barkies;  the  true  nautical  rig,  as  regards  pea-jackets,  round 
hats,  and  any  number  of  buttons,  are  to  be  found  certainly  on  board 
large  craft,  but  little,  very  little  practical  knowledge.    As  I  premised 
this  is  the  rule,  and  it  is  with  pride  I  admit  there  ana  many  honourable 
exceptions,  witness  die  crews  sailing  in  the  Corinthian  matches  in  Dub- 
hay  and  elsewhere.    Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  from  the  useful- 
w  of  this  class  to  the  general  interests  of  yachting,  for  it  is  from  the 
sees  we  derive  the  sinews  of  war  to  support  our  numerous  clubs  and 
jible  them  to  offer  annually  princely  sums  for  competition,  and  so  pro- 
>ta  the  noble  science. 
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I  have  been  led  to  these  few  remarks,  by  the  absurdity  as  it  would 
appear  of  suggesting  even  to  any  of  these  would-be  aquatic  gentry  the 
notion  of  running  down  to  Liverpool  with  a  few  of  their  friends,  (with 
similar  weaknesses  in 'regard  to  buttons,  square  eye-glasses,  and  white 
kids,)  to  bring  round,  viA  the  St  George's  and  British  Channels  a 
twenty  tonner  to  the  Thames,  and  that  in  February  1 

It  is  the  log  of  such  a  cruise  I  have  thus  prefaced. — A  most  esteemed 
friend  of  ours,  an  officer  of  one  of  the  Metropolitan  clubs,  aud  withal  a 
thorough  sailor  in  every  acceptation  of  the  word,  consequently  a  true 
friend  and  jovial  companion,  having  in  February  of  the  present  year  made 
purchase  of  a  20  ton  yacht  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Liverpool,  arrange- 
ments were  at  once  made  to  bring  her  into  our  own  waters. 

February  22nd  found  V.C.  K—  underway,  having  resigned  himself 
cheerfully  to  the  perils  attendant  on  an  overland  journey  by  the  London 
and  North  Western  Line  bound  to  Liverpool,  attended  by  his  ship's 
company,  well  tried  messmates  in  many  a  cruise:  as  chief  officer  was 
shipped,  or  rather  to  be  shipped— -the  "  galliant  and  gaye,"  M.  F.  G.— 
B.  P.  C— ,  well  known  in  aquatic  circles  for  his  wandering  propensities ; 
the  second  was  J.  G— ,  famed  on  the  Thames  for  his  single-handed 
matches  in  .eight  tonners:  next  the  pilot,  Captain  C — ,  who  knows  we 
are  inclined  to  think  the  waves,  lights,  headlands,  buoys,  &&,  are  minor 
matters* 

The  reader  will  doubtless  imagine  it  shewed  want  of  wisdom  on  the 
part  of  the  skipper  to  ship  a  passenger,  yet  there  I  was  to  take  a  spell 
anyhow,  anywhere,  at  anything,  from  sleeping  and  smoking,  eating  and 
drinking,  to  tailing  on  to  a  sheet  or  halliard;  but  more  particularly  to 
watch  the  progress  of  events  and  log  'em.  A  man  and  boy  completes 
the  list. 

I  have  said  the  skipper  gave  himself  up  cheerfully  to  all  the  contin- 
gencies of  rails,  need  I  say  we  all  shared  his  hilarity,  for  who  could  rail 
at  cheerful  company  on  a  bright  morning  going  40  knots  with  lots  of 
grog  and  baccy  aboard. 

The  2Zrd  we  were  in  the  Birkenhead  Docks,  anxiously  looking  for  the 
purchase.  We  found  her  all  that  we  could  wish,  in  appearance  a  racer, 
undeniably  a  good  sea  boat,  and  plenty  of  accommodation  below  :  she 
is  41  feet  over  all,  11  feet  8  inches  beam,  and  draws  8  feet  forward, 
I  4  feet  2  inches  aft,  coppered  and  copper  fastened,  her  boom  had  10 
overhang,  which  has  been  since  reduced  one  half,  and  channels  g '  i 
her,  with  numerous  other  alterations  and  improvements.  Below  she  i 
main  and  ladies'  cabins,  state-room,  forecastle,  &c.,  in  short  she  ii 
her  sise  all  that  the  most  fastidious  could  desire.     We  were  mac* 
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ttiied,  and  longed  eagerly  to  feel  her  careering  buoyantly  on  for  the  port 
where  we  would  be,  bat  moeh  work  wai  to  be  done,  and  that  without  loss 
of  time*    24tf,  was  occupied  in  fitting  out  and  getting  stores  on  board. 

256k.  -Wind  fresh  from  N.W.,  haay  with  small  rain;  noon  hauled 
owt  of  dock,  and  made  sail,  bound  for  London ,  proeeeded  through  the 
Middle  Channel  and  passed  the  Formby  Light-ship  at  2h»  80m»  p.m., 
wind  more  northerly  and  clear  weather;  8h.  p»m»  Point  Lynas  Light 
bore  W.b.N„  distant  about  15  miles ;  midnight  abreast  the  light. 

26M.— Light  airs  from  the  northward;  4h.  a.m.  fresh  breeae  from 
the  8.  W.,  abreast  of  the  Skerries  ;  8h.  a.m.  abreast  the  South  Stack  ; 
9h.  a.m.  wind  still  freshening,  took  two  reefs  down  in  mainsail,  after 
making  several  tacks  finding  the  wind  still  freshening  and  the  sea  getting 
up,  at  noon  bore  up  and  ran  back  to  Holyhead  old  harbour*  where  we 
arrived  at  In,  30m.  p.m.,  moored  near  the  pier  with  anchor  ahead  and 
warp  ashore  aft. 

27th.— Wind  8.W.,  cloudy  weather,  gales  from  aW.b.S.„and  heavy 
rain.     6h.  p.m.  wind  more  moderate. 

28M.— Wind  W.  to  8.W.  light  fine  weather;  at  noon  (high* water) 
weighed  anchor,  made  sail,  and  proceeded  on  our  passage,  wind  westerly 
and  fine.  2h.  p.m.  the  South  Stack  bore  E.b*S.,  distant  8  miles,  thick 
weather  coming  on  set  Patent  Log;  wind  light  and  variable,  4h.  p.m. 
light  wind  from  the  N.E.,  thick  weather;  midnight  similar  weather* 

Mmrck  l#t— Wind  N.E.  light,  thick  weather  ;  8h.  a.m.  spoke  the 
Daft  of  Liverpool,  bound  to  Nantes,  (had  been  into  Holyhead  windbound 
and  fcft  12  hours  before  us)  she  had  never  seen  anything  since  she  left 
the  South  Stack,  but  supposed  she  was  between  the  Bishop's  and  Smalls, 
and  steering  W.S.W,  by  our  log  we  had  not  come  that  distance,  it 
having  only  registered  60  miles  j  noon  calm  and  very  thick  ;  6h.  p»m. 
light  airs  from  N.W.,  sounded  in  82  fathoms  muddy  bottom,  log  regis- 
tered 69  miles  from  South  Stack.  8h.  p.m.,  fresh  breeze  from  N.E., 
thick  weather  j  course  S.W.b.W.j  lOh.  80m.  p.m.,  wind  E.S.E.  fresh, 
the  fog  cleared  away  and  we  sighted  the  Smalls  Light  bearing  S.E.D.E., 
distant  about  3  miles;  midnight  similar  weather,  course  S.S.W. 

2nd— 6h.  a.m.,  wind  E.N.E.  strong,  cloudy,  took  two  reefs  down  in 
mainsail,  and  reefed  foresail.  8h.  a.m.,  wind  more  moderate,  shook  out 
all  reefs,  cloudy  weather.     lOh.  a.m.  sighted  Lands  End.     2h.  p.m. 

~  id  E.S.E.,  strong,  rounded  and  passed  between  the  Longships  and 
n/wind  freshening,  took  two  reefs  in  mainsail  and  foresail,  and  set 
Jl  jib,  and  worked  to  windward  in  Mounts  Bay:  midnight,  Lizard 
it  bore  S.E.,  distant  about  6  miles.-— Near  run  down  by  a  Chasse- 
ree. 

so.  5.— vol.  vr.  2  e 
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3n/.— At  4h  a.m.  wind  E.S.E.  moderate;  shook  reefe  out  of  foresail, 
Falmouth  light  bore  N.N.E.,  Lizard  W.b.N.  8b.  shook  oat  all  reefe 
and  set  large  working  jib:  noon,  light  wind  and  cloudy  weather,  the 
Rame  Head  bore  E.,  distant  5  miles.  Midnight,  light  airs  and  cloudy. 

4^.— Wind  W.  light,  steering  S.E.  £  S,:  4h.  a.m.  wind  freshening, 
opened  Start  light,  altered  course  to  E.  J  S.:  noon,  similar  weather, 
abreast  the  Bill  of  Portland;  course  E.S.E.  4h.  p.m.  off  St.  Alban's 
Head,  saw  the  Tyne  ashore;  cloudy  weather:  6h.  p.m.  sighted  the  Isle 
of  Wight:  8h«  strong  wind,  took  two  reefs  in  mainsail.  lOh.  lowered 
foresail  and  trussed  up  main  tack;  St.  Catherine's  Point  bearing  N.N.E., 
distant  about  5  miles;  midnight,  similar  weather  with  rain. 

5&— At  lh.  a.m.  Owers  light  bore  E.N.E.,  steering  E.b.S.;  4h. 
Beechey  Head  bore  E.b.N.,  distant  about  15  miles,  set  foresail  and 
boarded  main  tack:  6h.  shook  out  all  reefs:  8h.  Beechey  Head  bore 
N.W.  Noon,  light  wind  and  fine  weather:  2h.  p.m.  passed  Dungeoess, 
hoisted  our  number  (Marryat's),  wind  freshening  westerly  and  cloudy: 
4h.  off  Dover,  wind  freshening  took  two  reefs  in  mainsail:  5b.  rounded 
South  Foreland:  7h.  ran  into  Ramsgate  harbour,  moored  at  west  pier 
and  furled  sails. 

6^.— Wind  W.  light,  cloudy:  midnight  similar  weather. 

7th. — Wind  W.N.W.  fresh,  cloudy.  6h.  a>m.  left  Ramsgate  under 
whole  sail.     At  lOh.  p.m.  anchored  abreast  the  mill  at  Gravesend. 

Sth. — Wind  W.N.W.  strong.  lOh.  a.m.  took  three  reefs  in  mainsail, 
two  in  foresail,  and  set  small  jib.  Weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up 
the  river:  11L  15m.  off  Erith,  taken  by  a  heavy  squall,  accompanied 
with  hail  and  snow,  lowered  foresail  and  trussed  up  main  tack:  1  lh.  30m. 
set  foresail  again  and  boarded  main  tack;  in  Halfway  Reach  the  wind 
moderating  shook  out  all  reefs.  At  lh.  p.m.  the  tide  done,  turned  over 
it,  and  arrived  off  Blackwall  at  2h.  30m.,  furled  sails  and  ran  out 
"hedge. 

Thus  ended  our  trip,  coming  near  upon  a  thousand  miles  in  twelve 

days,  two  of  which  were  spent  in  Holyhead  harbour,  and  one  in  that  of 

Ramsgate. 

The  River  Commissioner. 


THE  CONNECTING  LINK  BETWEEN  THE  OLD  A*^ 

THE  NEW  WORLD. 

Most  of  our  readers  are  aware  that  great  preparations  are  being  n  e 
by  England  and  America  in  expediting  the  means  by  which  the  Atif  c 
Telegraph  Cable  is  to  be  laid  down  during  the  approachbfl^BumnD 
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H.M.S.  Agamemnon,  91,  has  been  selected  on  the  part  of  this  country 
to  convey  half  the  cable,  and  the  United  States'  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 
the  largest  in  the  American  Navy,  has  been  chosen  to  convey  the  other 
half. 

In  our  Magazine  of  November  last,  p.  473,  under  the  head  of  "  Wan- 
dering Notes'9  we  made  some  slight  allusion  to  the  Niagara,  as  having 
been  the  last  production  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Steers,  the  renowned 
builder  of  the  celebrated  "  America.9'  By  the  New  Fori  Times  we 
learn  that  this  frigate  is  fitting  ont  with  every  expedition,  and  her  first 
voyage  is  destined  to  the  peaceful  task  of  laying  down  one  portion  of 
the  wire.  In  the  selection  of  such  a  vessel  a  greater  compliment  could 
not  have  been  paid  by  America  to  the  memory  of  one  of  her  self-taught 
citizens,  whose  name  and  genius  might  have  slumbered  for  ever  had  it 
not  been  for  the  world-wide  celebrity  his  famed  productions  had  gained 
for  him.  Now  that  the  Niagara  is  to  convey  the  medium  of  communi- 
cation between  two  kindred  nations — so  allied  in  language,  arts,  and 
civilization— may  this  connecting  link  between  them  be  the  harbinger 
of  peace  and  goodwill.  The  very  act  of  the  United  States'  in  selecting 
this  vessel  in  preference  to  any  other  is  worthy  of  itself  showing  that 
the  Government  appreciates  the  abilities  of  her  sons  in  preference  to 
Dock-yard  routine.  As  the  Niagara  will  in  all  probability  be  shortly 
with  us,  she  no  doubt  will  be  the  Lion  of  the  season,  and  will  be  inspec- 
ted by  thousands.    The  following  is  from  the  New  Fork  Times  :— 

The  proportions  of  this  splendid  frigate  may  be  interesting  to  our 
nautical  readers.     The  hull  is  of  live  oak,  varying  in  width  and  thick- 
ness from  22  inches  by  14  near  the  keel,  to  1 1  by  8  on  deck.     The  keel 
is  320  feet  long  ;  length  on  deck,  345  feet ;  breadth  of  beam  over  all, 
56  feet ;  depth  of  hold  3 1  feet  6  inches.     Four  boilers  and  three  hori- 
zontal engines  of  1000  horse- power,  built  by  Pease  and  Murphy,  con- 
stitute her  propelling  power.     The  cylinders  are  72  inches  in  diameter, 
and  8  feet  stroke.     All  of  this  machinery  weighing  over  600  tons,  is 
applied  to  turn  a  single  propeller  of  18  feet  diameter.     To  protect  the 
machinery  from  shot  in  action,  it  is  all  enclosed  by  immense  iron  coal- 
bunkers,  over-arching  and  descending  many  feet  below  the  water 'line. 
Her  chimneys  are  telescopic,  and  while  she  is  under  sail  or  in  battle, 
mav  be  lowered  almost  out  of  sight.     The  engine  and  fire-rooms  are 
ect  in  their  way,  and  being  well  supplied  with  ample  ventilators,  will 
>bably  be  as  cool  and  comfortable  as  can  be  desired.     The  Niagara 
'I  rely  for  speed  mainly  upon  her  sailing  abilities,  and  although  the 
s  will  always  be  kept  bedded,  and  everything  in  readiness  for  getting 
iteam  at  short  notice  when  required,  she  will,  unless  in  calms  and 
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on  extraordinary  occasions,  be  only  a  dipper  frigate*  Her  model  is  that 
of  a  mammoth  clipper,  with  shallow  forefoot,  sharp  high  bow,  and  hollow 
water  lines*  View  her  as  we  will,  not  a  single  straight  line  is  presented. 
Everywhere  she  curves  fluent  and  free,  challenging  the  admiration  of 
the  most  critical  by  her  vast  yet  perfectly  symmetrical  proportions.  She 
sits  on  the  sea  "  like  a  thing  of  life*"  and  when  careering  before  a  twelve* 
knot  bfeeae  one  would  feel  on  her  as  though  he  were  astride  a  fleet 
high-mettled  courser,  bounding  along  on  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

When  under  roll  sail  she  will  spread  about  14,000  running  yards,  or 
7,000  square  yards  of  canvas,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  her  speed  under 
canvas  will  be  15  or  16  knots,  and  under  steam  1 1  or  12  knots  an  hour. 
Her  mainmast  is  84  feet  above  the  deck,  111  feet  in  extreme  height, 
87$  inches  in  diameter;  foremast  75  feet  above  deck,  101  feet  in  ex- 
treme height*  and  35  inches  in  diameter ;  misen-raast,  85  feet  in  height, 
and  80  inches  in  diameter.  Her  mainyard  is  106  feet  in  length,  the 
foreyard  94  feet.  Her  armament  will  consist  of  12  guns  of  1 1 -inches 
bore,  18  feet  in  length,  and  capable  of  throwing  shot  of  170  pounds,  and 
shells  of  130  pounds  weight.  These  guns  were  all  oast  at  the  West 
Point  Foundry,  but  will  not  be  put  on  board  until  she  has  finished  her 
peaceful  task  of  laying  down  the  great  submarine  cable.  One  great 
feature  m  this  vessel  is  her  high  and  airy  decks.  Between  the  bottom 
or  orlop  and  berth  deck  the  height  is  6  feet  6  inches  $  between  the  lower 
and  main  decks  6  feet  8  inches ;  between  the  main  and  spar  decks  7  feet 
8  inchest  The  main  deck  on  which  the  officers  and  most  of  the  men 
live,  is  admirably  lighted  by  a  multitude  of  dead-lights,  and  thoroughly 
ventilated. 

Captain  Hudson's  cabin  is  large  and  commodious,  and  neatly  fur- 
nished. The  most  interesting  object  in  it  is  a  good  likeness  of  the  great 
Marine  Architect,  George  Steers,  painted  in  oil,  life  eize,  and  framed  in 
carved  rosewood*  This  was  painted  for  and  presented  by  the  workmen 
employed  by  Mr.  Steers  to  the  frigate,  and  will  always  have  honourable 
place  in  the  captain's  cabin.  State  rooms  have  been  fitted  up  in  this 
room  for  the  occupation  of  Professor  Morse  and  Peter  Cooper  during  the 
time  the  Niagara  is  engaged  in  laying  the  cable. 

The  working  force  of  the  Niagara  is  530  men,  but  on  this  trip  she 
will  only  have  490.  In  addition  to  the  above  she  will  have  1  boatewain's 
mate,  1  gunner's  ditto,  1  carpenter's  ditto,  1  yeoman,  1  master-et-ai  i 
1  ship's  cock,  5  quarter-masters,  2  quarter-gunners,  4  captains  of  i 
forecastle,  6  captains  of  the  tops,  2  captains  of  the  afterguard,  7  c  » 
swains,  1  ship  s  steward,  2  officers  ditto,  1  surgeon's  steward;  1 1  - 
maker's  mate,  2  captains  of  the  hold,  2  officers'  cooks,  2  ship's  oorpoi     » 
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100  seamen,  100  ordinary  ditto,  and  100  landsmen.  Of  the  marines 
there  are  4  sergeants,  3  corporals,  2  musicians,  and  50  privates.  In  the 
engineer's  department  46  firemen  and  coal  passers  are  employed.  Some 
idea  of  the  capacity  of  such  a  floating  town  may  be  arrived  at  when  we 
state  that  she  can  carry  in  addition  to  her  guns,  ammunition,  coal,  spare 
spars  and  satis,  enough  of  provisions,  clothing,  medicine,  grog,  and 
nearly  every  other  necessary  required  on  board  for  a  three  years'  cruise. 
Undoubtedly  the  Niagara  is  the  finest,  fastest,  and  largest  vessel  in  the 
United  States'  Navy,  and  wherever  she  goes  will  reflect  credit  upon  the 
genius  and  mechanical  skill  of  the  country. 


YARNS  OF  A  SAILOR. 


A  uw  days  after  my  arrival  from  my  last  unpleasant  voyage,  I  was 
asked  to  ship  in  a  small  Scotch  schooner  bound  to  Westpert  in  Ireland, 
for  a  targe  of  oats.  As  I  was  indifferent  as  to  my  destination,  and  there 
were  few  vessels  fitting  out  for  southern  voyages,  I  agreed  to  go,  and 
found  when  I  joined,  the  crew  consisted  of  the  master,  his  brother  as 
mate,  myself*  and  ten  other  seamen.  We  took  on  board  about  fifty  tons 
of  coal  as  ballast ;  the  hatches  were  pat  on,  covered  loosely  by  a  tarpau- 
lin, and  our  only  boat  placed  on  the  chocks  over  the  hatchway.  There 
was  nothing  like  discipline  on  board  this  craft,— master,  mate,  and  the 
others  working  together ;  any  body  cooked,  and  everything  was  done 
in  a  very  free  and  easy  dirty  style. 

We  jogged  on  our  passage  quietly  with  variable  winds,  until  we  got 

past  Batblin  Island ;  the  wind  was  southerly,  inclining  to  the  westward, 

and  by  the  time  we  were  abreast  of  Innistrahal  light  it  was  south-west, 

blowing  an  increasing  gale,  with  thick  rainy  weather.     The  master  was 

strongly  advised  by  his  brother,  at  night  fall,  to  bear  up  for  Loch  Indal, 

which  would  have  been  the  most  prudent  course  under  the  cireust~ 

stances*    He  was,  however,  a  man  of  no  mind,  of  a  vascillating  timid 

disposition,  and  after  talking  about  doing  it  for  an  hour  or  two,  could 

not  determine  until  it  became  too  late.     The  schooner  was  kept  on  the 

port  tack  during  the  night,  the  gale  fast  increasing,  sail  was  shortened, 

~**il  we  were  under  a  storm  trysail,  and  inner  jib,  and  making  as  much 

is  head  way.     Long  before  daylight  all  chance  of  our  making  Loch 

A  was  at  an  end,  and  no  other  course  left  than  to  remain  driving  on 

port  tack  until  the  gale  ceased,  or  altered  its  direction.  It  continued, 

rever,  during  the  day  a  hard  gale ;  and  during  the  darkness  of  the 

ht  the  skipper's  fears  made  him  miserable,  he  lamented  not  having 
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gone  into  harbour,  and  speculating  on  the  prospect  of  driving  down 
amongst  the  Western  Islands ;  still  he  took  no  means  to  ascertain  her 
position,  or  the  vessel's  drift,  the  log  was  never  hove,  no  calculation  made 
as  to  the  leeway,  courses  seldom  observed,  the  tiller  being  lashed  a-lee 
from  the  time  the  craft  was  laid-to.  The  night  continued  dark,  rainy 
and  miserable,  the  wind  blowing  a  heavy  gale.  As  the  night  wore  on 
the  skipper's  fears  increased,  he  began  to  talk  in  a  very  lugubrious  tone; 
his  wife  and  family  were  spoken  of  in  a  despairing  mood,  interrupted  by 
occasional  "  I  wonder  where  we  are?"  Morning  brought  with  it  no 
cessation  of  the  gale,  or  melioration  of  the  dark  rainy  weather,  we  had 
no  fire  during  the  past  day  or  night  for  cooking  :  and  we  were  all  taken 
into  the  cabin,  the  forecastle  hatch  being  battened  down  for  safety. 
Brought  together  as  we  were  in  the  cabin,  the  skipper's  pusillanimity 
became  more  apparent ;  instead  of  now  trying  to  make  calculations  as 
to  our  whereabouts,  he  hazarded  guesses;  even  asking  me  what  I  thought 
These  guesses  and  questions  were  interrupted  by  apostrophes  to  the 
Diety,  to  his  unfortunate  condition,  and  everything  but  his  own  incapa- 
city and  want  of  firmness*  He  attempted  to  read  his  bible,  but  his  fears 
prevented  him ;  still  he  kept  it  in  his  hand,  and  notwithstanding  the 
gloom  he  contrived  to  throw  over  our  minds,  I  can  never  forget  the 
ludicrous  figure  he  cut,  sitting  in  the  doorway  of  the  state  room,  with  a 
dirty  red  nightcap  on  his  head,  his  bible  in  his  hand,  crying  and  sobbing 
bitterly,  while  he  uttered  occasional  growling  lamentations  about  his 
wife  and  family. 

The  forenoon  passed  over  in  this  way,  no  cessation  in  the  gale.  On 
.  the  skipper's  assurance  that  we  must  go  ashore  on  the  wild  coast  of  the 
Long  Islands,  the  scene  continued  so  long  the  same,  that  all  the  impres- 
sions of  the  solemnity  of  our  situation,  lightly  made  on  the  youthful 
mind,  wore  off ;  there  was  a  something  within  me  which  assured  me  it 
would  not  end  fatally  ;  what  the  feeling  was,  how  it  was  generated  or 
fostered  I  cannot  explain.  Hunger  began  to  assert  its  right  to  alleviation. 
The  skipper  took  no  food,  and  offered  none  to  the  crew.  I  was  afraid 
to  ask  for  bread,  lest  he  might  think  me  a  hardened  sinner,  which  he 
assuredly  would  have  done,  but  recollecting  that  when  we  left  the  fore- 
castle there  was  some  beef  and  bread  in  the  kids,  1  went  out  into  the 
steerage,  knocked  down  two  of  the  bulkhead  boards,  let  myself  into  the 
hold,  and  groping  my  way  over  the  coals,  reached  the  forecastle,  •.  > 
I  found  the  beef  and  bread,  from  which  I  made  a  hearty  meal,  and  t 
not  only  much  refreshed,  but  much  less  alarmed  as  to  our  safety.  T  > 
is  something  wonderfully  soothing  in  a  good  dinner,  and  dry  beef  I 
bread  formed  a  delicious  meal  to  me,  hungry  as  I  then  was.    My  ~a 
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ttte  appeased,  I  then  began  to  cogitate  over  my  situation.  Of  my  own 
personal  knowledge  I  knew  little,  although  the  skipper  had  shewn  me 
the  chart  and  asked  my  opinion.  I  fancied  our  position  could  not  be 
either  safe  or  pleasant.  I  secured  some  letters  from  my  chest,  and  then 
went  aft  to  the  cabin,  when  the  skipper  formally  announced  to  us  that 
he  considered  our  situation  very  dangerous ;  that,  in  fact,  there  was  no 
hope,  as  it  was  a  high  rock  bound  coast  on  which  we  were  driving,  where 
there  was  no  chance  of  saving  our  lives. 

From  occasional  visits  to  die  deck  we  could  easily  find  out  that  the 
sea  was  increasing  in  magnitude,  while  the  weather  remained  as  thick 
and  gloomy  as  ever,  preventing  our  seeing  any  distance  from  the  vessel. 
About  lh.  p.m.  a  heavy  sea  struck  the  schooner,  washing  away  the  boat, 
bulwarks,  main  hatches,  (never  battened  down,)  and  cabin  skylight,  at 
the  same  time  shifting  the  coals  into  the  lee  side,  and  throwing  the  craft 
on  her  beam  ends.  The  cause  of  our  misfortune  and  its  consequences 
were  soon  apparent  The  wretched  skipper  became  paralyzed  and  help- 
less, the  mate  however  followed  by  the  crew  soon  scrambled  on  deck  ; 
the  throat  and  peak  halliards  of  the  trysail  gaff  were  let  go,  and  the  sail 
got  down.  While  another  man  and  myself  went  forward,  and  loosened 
and  set  the  jib,  or  rather  partially  set  it,  the  helm  being  at  the  same 
time  put  up.  During  this  time  every  surge  she  took  into  the  sea,  the 
water  rushed  into  the  hold,  and  the  vessel  must  either  be  got  on  the 
other  tack  or  she  would  soon  sink.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  how 
intensely  interesting  the  moments  became,  as  she  gradually  paid  off,  on 
her  beam  ends  as  she  was.  I  never  expected  to  see  her  wear.  She  ran 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a  sea  came  rolling  along  farther  aft 
than  usual,  and  giving  her  a  lift  on  the  quarter,  sent  her  spinning  round 
on  the  other  tack,  we  soon  hove  up  the  trysail  with  the  winch,  the  jib 
blowing  away  before  it  could  be  secured  ;  and  nailing  some  spare  tar- 
paulin over  the  main  hatchway,  we  went  down  into  the  hold,  and  trim- 
med the  coals  amidships,  afterwards  pumping  out  the  water,  which  had 
entered  by  the  main  hatchway  and  skylight.  Our  exertions  over,  and 
order  as  well  restored  as  it  could  be,  the  question  again  came  to  be  even- 
tually asked,  "  Where  are  we?"  The  mate  roused  by  his  late  exertions 
went  to  the  main  cross-trees  and  looked  anxiously  out  to  leeward  ;  the 
weather  however  remained  thick,  and  prevented  his  seeing  any  distance. 
1  craft  was  again  wore,  as  it  was  supposed  she  would  keep  longest 
c  r  of  the  land  on  the  port  tack.  This  evolution  was  just  completed, 
'  n  about  4h«  p.m.,  the  weather  cleared  up;  and,  towering  high  above 
o  mas  t  heads,  and  close  to  leeward,  were  the  immense  precipitous  cliffs 
o   "tarra  Head.   It  was  ascertained  at  a  glance  that  the  vessel  had  made 


216  hunt's  yachtikg  magazine. 

move  lee  way,  and  Lett  headway  than  was  expected,  she  was  again  quicker 
wore  round,  the  reeled  foresail  set,  and  we  just  scrambled  narrowly  past  the 
cliff.  Once  past,  we  had  room*  and  knew  our  position.  The  mate  who  had 
once  before  been  in  Loch  Bracedale  in  the  island  of  Skye  proposed  going 
there,  which  the  skipper  at  once  agreed  to.  Away  then  we  went  at  once 
before  the  wind  under  onr  tiny  topsail,  and,  a  few  hours  after  our  narrow 
escape,  we  were  safely  riding  in  security  in  three  and -a- half  fathoms  water, 
in  a  most  beautifully  sheltered  arm  of  Loch  Bracedale,  and  within  500  yards 
of  a  farmer's  house. 

Here  we  remained  refitting,  repairing  bulwarks,  and  such  like  necessary 
operations  for  a  few  days.  The  weather  soon  becoming  finer  and  more 
settled,  our  skipper,  however,  would  not  venture  out;  he  had  not  recovered 
his  fright,  and  for  three  weeks  we  remained  at  anchor,  although  several 
opportunities  for  sailing  occurred.  We  found  the  population  here  widely 
spread  over  the  ground,  all  speaking  Gaelic  amongst  themselves,  although 
the  better  class  could  also  speak  English.  We  were  within  a  mile  of  the 
parish  church,  where  thb  clergyman  resided,  a  worthy  member  of  the  Estab- 
lishment. His  services  were  In  Gaelic,  bnt  when  he  became  acquainted 
with  our  arrival,  he  intimated  bis  wish  to  come  down  to  the  farmer's  house 
close  to  the  vessel,  and  preach  a  sermon  in  English  for  our  benefit  solely, 
which  he  according  did  during  the  three  Sundays  we  remained.  While  here 
the  clergyman  took  the  opportunity  to  go  in  our  boat  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  loch  to  visit  a  distant  part  of  his  parish,  and  celebrate  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord*8  Supper.  This  was  to  me  a  very  interesting  visit,  as  I  got  much 
information  from  listening  to  the  minister's  conversation  during  onr  passage 
up ;  aud  seeing  a  large  congregation  assembled  together  in  a  valley,  beau- 
tifully situated  between  two  gradually  rising  heath  clad  hills,  to  worship  God 
and  join  in  celebrating  his  praise  in  the  open  air,  made  me  revert  my  thoughts 
to  the  ancient  days  of  our  church,  when  our  covenanting  forefathers  were 
driven  by  necessity  to  worship  in  a  similar  manner. 

In  the  farm  house,  and  with  the  farmer  and  his  very  estimable  family 
whom  we  were  so  near,  I  became  very  intimate.  When  I  pulled  the  boat 
ashore  with  the  master,  be  used  to  go  into  the  parlour  with  the  farmer, 
while  I  went  by  invitation  into  the  other  room  amongst  the  family.  Many 
a  happy  hour  I  spent  amongst  them,  admiring  their  primitive  manners  and 
simplicity  of  mind,  while  my  rather  common  fare  on  board  was  luxuriously 
added  to  by  constant  presents  of  eggs,  butter,  milk,  and  fish.  While  I 
nsed  to  be  asked  amongst  the  family,  my  shipmate,  a  rough  unlettered, 
southern  sailor,  belonging  to  Yarmouth,  one  of  the  genuine  tobacco  chewing 
sort  of  tars,  was  wont  to  go  into  the  kitchen,  where  there  were  two  strong 
built  highland  lasses.  BUI  used  to  get  close  to  the  turf  fire,  and  smokr  bis 
pipe  in  comfort,  until  he  began  to  entertain  the  two  servants  with  a  rag 
account  of  his  first  spree  on  shore,  after  a  long  voyage,  going  on  to  dei  ibe " 
his  ridiug  in  a  coach  with  his  shipmates  and  their  girls.  The  simple  fb- 
land  lasses  at  first  did  nor  seem  to  understand  him,  gradually  however,  icy 
became  alive  to  the  import  of  bis  communication;  their  virtuous  indtp     ion 
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was  roused,  they  ordered  him  out,  he  looked  amazed,  and  could  not  under- 
stand them,  00  little  did  he  know  what  virtue  was,  until  the  stalwart  dames 
•eised  on  poor  Bill  and  forcibly  ejected  him  from  the  premises,  witi  many 
an  unpronooncable  Gaelic  gesture  to  testify  their  abhorrence  of  the  fault 
committed. 

The  wind  at  length  became  absolutely  fair,  with  fine  clear  weather,  and 
even  our  un-energetic  skipper  gave  orders  to  get  underway.  We  sailed, 
and  got  as  far  as  Barra  Head,  the  scene  of  our  late  difficulty,  when  the  wind 
came  away  from  the  southward,  and  the  skipper,  without  waiting  an  hour, 
bore  up  for  Loch  Boisdale,  a  place  of  refuge  nearer  than  the  one  we  had  left. 
Here  we  remained  ten  days,  our  provisions  became  scarce,  we  went  over  to 
the  farm-houses  in  quest  of  some,  and  got  a  few  potatoes  and  herrings,  but 
here  coffee  or  sugar  were  not  to  be  had;  oatmeal  was  procured,  and  porridge 
ordered  for  breakfast  and  supper.  Poor  Bill  could  never  take  it,  and  many 
s  growl  he  uttered  against  the  sttn%  the  country  that  produced  it,  and  the 
people  who  could  exist  on  it.  Neither  beef  nor  pork  cured,  could  be  pur- 
chased; but  we  heard  that  a  farmer  across  the  island,  about  five  miles  from 
our  anchorage,  had  a  pig  to  dispose  of.  We  went  across ;  the  skipper  con- 
cluded the  bargain,  and  many  a  laugh  we  had  at  the  progress  across  the 
viand,  Bill  and  myself  alternately  driving,  and  I  yet  distinctly  recollect  the 
■kipper  getting  into  a  passion  because  I  said  I  could  not  kill  it.  I  soon 
•forwards  gained  experience  in  the  pig-killing  line;  and  I  believe  there  are 
few  sailors  who  do  not  in  a  measure  understand  the  art 
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It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  we  announce  the  demise  of 
this  gentleman,  which  occurred  on  the  23rd  ult.  at  his  residence  at 
Southampton.  The  Yachting  public  have  lost  a  most  valuable  con- 
tributor to  the  knowledge  necessary  to  form  a  just  appreciation  of 
the  advantages  of  the  Pleasure  Navy,  Many  excellent  Articles  have 
appeared  in  the  Yachting  Magazine  under  various  signatures  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  Marett,  which  have  called  forth  the  praises  of  numbers 
of  our  readers. 

BdTs  Life  also  has  been  favoured  with  his  effusions,  and  like  our- 
selves will  miss  the  ever  ready  hand  to  promote  the  noble  science. 
His  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  Ship-building,  gained  in  the 
Hortbfleat  Dockyard,  enabled  him  to  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  capa- 
bilities of  any  Yacht  with  which  he  became  acquainted. 

His  last  work  on  «  Yaeka  and  Yacht  Building?  fully  bears  out  the 
ruth  of  this  assertion.  The  extensive  Sale  it  has  met  with  proves 
the  best  testimony  of  the  ability  of  the  Author. 
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WORDS  FOB  THE  SICK  AND  SORROWING. 

Shall  I  tell  you  of  Morning  in  crimson  array, 

With  dewdrops  for  pearls  in  her  hair, 
Coming  forth  on  her  amber-hued  car  from  the  east, 

For  beauty  and  brightness  are  there. 

Shall  I  tell  you  of  forests,  whose  sylvan  arcades 

Are  haunts  for  the  hart  and  the  hare; 
Of  the  gay  laugh  of  children  in  sun-lighted  glades, 

For  beauty  and  brightness  are  there. 

Shall  I  tell  you  of  roses  that  blossom  in  June, 

Of  tulips  and  lily  cups  fair, 
Of  fields  where  the  skylark  pours  out  a  glad  tune, 

For  beauty  and  brightness  are  there. 

Shall  I  point  to  the  sky,  when  the  pearl  tinted  clouds 

Bepode  on  soft  summer  air, 
In  the  blue-vaulted  heaven  like  angels  of  love, 

For  beauty  and  brightness  are  there. 

No!  Morning  must  yield  up  her  sceptre  to  Nighty 

The  leaves  of  the  forest  must  die, 
The  roses  and  lilies  with  summer  must  fade  \ 

The  storm  must  o'ershadow  the  sky. 

Then  what  shall  I  say  to  your  sorrowing  hearts? 

How  banish  their  dull  load  of  care? 
The  pathway  of  life  must  have  briars  and  thorns, 

Though  brightness  and  beauty  are  there. 

I  will  tell  you  of  Hope,  with  her  rainbow  of  light, 

Her  blue  eye  and  her  sunny-hued  hair, 
Her  flower-strewn  path  and  her  heart-cheering  smile, 

For  beauty  and  brightness  are  there. 

I  will  tell  you  that  heaven  lies  open  to  view, 
Cast  your  tear-bedimmed  glance  to  the  shore, 

It  Is  there  we  shall  rest  on  the  bosom  of  God, 
All  sorrow  and  suffering  o'er. 

It  is  there,  oh!  'tis  there,  that  our  cup  shall  be  full, 

That  our  eyes  shall  not  know  of  a  tear, 
Save  such  as  sweet  gratitude  often  may  wake, 

For  the  brightness  and  loveliness  there. 

Then  smile  with  me,  mourners,  with  Hope  in  our  hearts, 

The  sky  will  again  become  clear; 
We  are  journeying  on  to  a  better  abode, 

And  may  God  be  our  comforter  here. 
Nugent  House,  Ryde  Fahxt. 


^ 
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MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 


ROYAL  9T.  GEORGES  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  last  General  Meeting,  the  following  officers  were  elected: — Com- 
modore, the  Marquis  of  Conyngham ;  Vice-commodore,  Lord  Otho  Fitz- 
gerald; Trustees:— Charles  Vernon,  E.  J.  Armstrong,  and  Edward  Hornshy, 
Esqt,  Committee: — Hon.  George  Handcock,  H.  Scovell,  Esq.,  Hon.  R.  G. 
Talbot,  T.  Worthington,  A.  E.  Bowen,  Capt.  Sandes,  Rev.  H.  Westby,  C.  J. 
Bond,  I*  Balfour,  E.  Barton,  J.  Byrne,  and  W.  C.  Kyle,  Esqs. 

The  meeting  was  numerously  attended,  and  the  utmost  satisfaction  ex- 
pressed at  the  continued  increasing  prosperity  of  the  Club.  The  balance  in 
the  bank  is  upwards  of  #1,000 ;  and  there  is  no  liability  whatever  out- 
standing. Under  these  circumstances  it  may  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
ny  that  the  Committee  was  ballotted  for  and  elected  without  one  dissentient 
voice. 

The  Annual  Dinner  took  place  at  the  termination  of  business,  the  Hon. 
6.  Handcock  in  the  chair,  E.  Hornsby,  Esq.,  vice-chair.  There  were  twenty- 
four  members  present,  the  entertainment  was  such  that  it  left  nothing  to  be 
desired.  Due  honour  was  paid  to  her  Majesty,  the  telegraph  having  an- 
nwraeed  the  auspicious  event.  The  conversation  naturally  turned  upon 
yachting  affairs ,  and  from  the  interest  evinced,  it  is  evident  that  the  regatta 
which  is  this  year  under  the  auspicies  of  the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club,  as  has 
been  already  announced,  to  take  place  in  Dublin  Bay  at  the  end  of  June, 
will  maintain  its  attractions  undiminished ;  from  the  number  and  brilliancy 
of  the  prizes  offered  for  competition  we  msy  expect  one  of  the  largest  fleet 
of  yachts  that  ever  visited  Dublin  Bay.  The  seawn  promises  to  be  unusually 
esrly,  several  yachts  being  already  at  their  moorings  in  Kingstown  Harbour, 
«d  many  more  are  fitting  out. 


ROYAL  MERSEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

This  club  held  its  opening  dinner  st  the  Rock  Ferry  Hotel,  on  the  20th 
tat.,  which  was  numerously  attended.  In  the  evening  the  business  of  the 
elob  was  commenced,  and  after  an  augmentation  of  members,  the  sailing 
and  prize  committees,  measurers  and  stewards  were  appointed  to  carry  out 
the  regatta,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  should  surpass  if  possible  any 
hitherto  held  by  this  club,  and  as  this  event  will  be  attended  with  some  ex- 
penditure, it  was  also  resolved  to  open  a  general  subscription  to  carry  out  the 
w  Making  on  a  scale  to  afford  amusement  to  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 
&  al  very  liberal  sums  of  money  were  subscribed  by  those  present.  It 
*  Koposed  to  take  place  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  June,  at  Rock  Ferry, 
to  he  days  will  be  ultimately  fixed  on  at  the  meeting  in  May.  Prizes  will 
b  ren,  in  addition  to  those  of  yachts,  for  pilot  boats,  fishing  boats,  plea- 
1     sailing  boats,  gentlemen's  rowing  gigs,  boatmen's  gigs,  English  and 
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American  sailors,  or  mechanics'  rowing  races,  Flatman's  sculling  races,  and 
other  sports.  A  dinner  will  take  place  on  the  second  day  at  the  hotel,  and 
a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening.  Several  gentlemen  are  to  be  baUottcd 
for  at  next  meeting. 


ROYAL  NORTHERN  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  club  for  electing  office-bearers,  &c,  was  held 
in  McDonald's,  Star  Hotel,  Glasgow,  on  the  16th  ult.,  when  the  following 
office-bearers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  season: — Commodore,  the  Earl  of 
Eglington  and  Win  ton;  Vice-Commodore,  J.  Houldswortb,  Esq.;  Rear-Com- 
modore, John  M.  Rowan,  Esq.;  Secretary,  Captain  Michael  Kean;  Stewards, 
James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Jordan  Hill;  Hugh  M.  Lang,  Esq.  Largs;  Robert 
Aitken,  Esq.,  Glasgow;  James  C.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  Greenock;  R.  8.  Robert- 
son, Esq.,  Glasgow;  William  Houldswortb,  Esq.,  Glasgow;  C.  J.  Couper, 
junr.,  Esq.,  Glasgow;  William  W.  Hosier,  Ese>,  Dunoon;  George  Middleton, 
Esq.,  (late  Hon.  Sec  and  Treasurer.)  A  ballot  having  taken  place,  the 
following  candidates  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  club,  via:— George 
Coates,  Esq.,  yacht  A  mini;  Robert  Scott,  Esq.,  b.h.,  Greenock;  A,  Lekch, 
Esq.,  Greenock;  Peter  S.  Fraxer,  Esq.,  Edinburgh;  John  Donaldson,  Esq., 
Edinburgh. 

On  the  motion  of  John  Houldswortb,  Esq.,  Rules  4  and  5  of  the  club 
regulations  were  altered  to  the  following: — 

"Rule  4. — That  at  the  annual  meeting  in  April,  a  commodore,  and  vice- 
ommodore  shall  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  those  present,  and  nine  stewards 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  who  shall  act  as  a  committee  (three  to  form  a 
quorum)  for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  club  till  next  election*  The  Rear- 
Commodore  to  be  only  eligible  for  one  year  at  a  time." 

"  Rule  6. — That  at  the  annual  meeting  there  shall  also  be  elected  a  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  act  as  Treasurer,  and  have  power  to  call  meetings  of  the 
committee  and  club  on  all  necessary  occasions,  and  keep  regular  books,  in 
whioh  shall  be  entered  all  the  transactions  of  the  club,  and  shall  furnish  at 
the  meeting  in  April  a  complete  balance-sheet,  detailing  the  income  and 
expenditure,  together  with  the  arrears  of  subscription,  if  any  should  exist" 

In  accordance  with  the  above  alteration  in  Rule  4,  John  M.  Rowan,  Esq., 
yacht  Oithona,  was  unanimously  elected  Rear- Commodore.  It  was  resolved 
that  the  annual  regattas  of  the  club  take  place  on  the  26th  and  28th  of 
August,  commencing  at  Dunoon. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  awarded  to  Mr.  George  Middleton,  for  the  effi- 
cient manner  in  which  the  onerous  duties  of  the  secretaryship  had  been  so 
long  discharged  by  him.  The  reason  of  Mr.  Middleton  resigning  the  cm~* 
of  secretary,  we  understand,  is  owing  to  his  time  being  otherwise  much  I  n 
up,  so  that  he  6nds  he  cannot  devote  that  time  and  attention  to  the  intt  ts 
of  the  club  which  the  office  demands.  The  members  present  after*  Is 
sat  down  to  a  very  excellent  dinner,  provided  by  Mr.  M 'Donald  of  th-  r, 
the  arrangements  for  which  gave  great  satisfaction. 
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ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  on  the  20th  ultimo,  at 
the  Caledonian  Hotel,  James  Goodson,  Esq.,  the  Commodore  in  the  Chair. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  which 
were  duly  confirmed,  between  a  dozen  and  twenty  new  members  were 
bsllotted  for  and  elected. 

The  opening  trip  of  the  club  was  announced  for  Saturday  May  9th,  the 
yaehts  to  assemble  at  Black  wall  and  proceed  to  fcrith,  where  the  usual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  the  Crown  Inn.  The  first  match  of  the  season  for  first 
and  second  class  yachts  to  take  place  on  the  18th  of  June,  from  Erith  to  the 
Nore  and  back.    Entries  to  close  on  the  1 1th. 

The  second  match  for  vessels  of  the  third  class  to  take  place  on  the  2nd 
of  July,  from  Erith  to  Coal-house  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich.  Entries 
dose  June  25th. 

The  Commodore  pointed  out  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  the 
hiring  of  a  first  class  steamer  for  the  First  Match ;  in  which  the  whole  of 
the  gentlemen  present  concurred,  and  an  authority  was  unanimously  given 
to  Mr.  Eagles,  the  indefatigable  Treasurer,  to  procure  this  desideratum  at 
any  cost.  In  reference  to  the  opening  trip,  he  hoped  as  usual,  to  see  a 
numerous  party  at  the  dinner,  and  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  House 
Committee  would  take  the  names  of  any  gentleman  who  intended*  to  be 
present.  He  also  alluded  to  the  general  satisfaction  giren  by  the  Establish- 
ment of  the  Permanent  Club  Room,  which  had  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of 
Vus  expectations.  Several  fresh  names  were  put  in  nomination  tor  election 
at  the  next  meeting. 


PBINCE  OP  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  members  of  this  club  opened  the  season  on  the  9th  ultimo  by  ;a  trip 
to  their  marine  club-house  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Erith,  where  the  host  Dean 
tad  provided  ample  stores  to  refresh  the  voyagers  after  their  perilous  naviga- 
tion of  Old  Father  Thames.  On  this  occasion  the  following  yachts  composed 
the  fleet,  viz: — Silver  Cloud,  bearing  the  flag  of  Commodore  R.  Hewett; 
Phcenix,  R.  Green,  Esq.,  (Vice-Commodore  of  the  R.T.YC,  who  is  ever 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  furtherance  of  yachting; )  Zuleika,  F.  Britten, 
Eaq.;  Argonaut,  G.  Legg,  Esq.;  Anglesey,  W.  Reed,  Esq.;  Valentine,  J. 
fradgley,  Esq.;  Bittern,  C.  T.  Chaflins,  Esq.;  Quiz,  Berncastle  and  Popple- 
ton,  Esqrs^  and  the  Vice-commodore,  E.  Knibb*;  bringing  up  the  rear  in  his 
new  yacht  the  Zillah.  This  vessel  we  expect  to  see  the  victor  in  some  of  the 
Dutches  on  the  Thames  this  season;  she  is  not  unknown  to  fame  on  the 
Bey.    Several  other  travellers  (besides  the  emigrants  in  the  before  men- 
id  craft)  who  had  arrived  by  the  overlandjroute  joined  the  festive  throng, 
i  very  agreeable  and  harmonious  meeting  was  spent. 
be  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  took  place  on  Tuesday  April  14th,  E. 
j,  Esq.  Vice-commodore  in  the  chair.    The  minutes  of  the  previous 
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meeting  haying  been  read  and  carried,  the  following  candidates  were  elected 
unanimously  : — Captain  Carr;  Messrs.  F.  E.  Bucknell:  J.  B.  R.  Langford; 
Fisher;  E.  T.  Smith ;  E.  Chatterton ;  R.  J.  E.  Herring;  E.  Searle;  J.  Ash, 
(new  yacht,  9  tons.) 

The  first  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  the  19th  of  May ;  the 
course  being  from  Erith  to  Chapman  Head  and  back.  The  15th  of  May 
being  the  last  day  of  entry.  The  first  Prize  will  be  a  Silver  Cup,  value  25 
Guineas.  The  second  Prize  will  be  a  Silver  Cup  value  10  Guineas,  given 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Charles  Frederick  Chubb,  Esq.  The  third  Prise  will 
be  a  Silver  Cup]value  £6,  given  by  the  Auditors,  (A.  Turner  and  J.  Webster. 
Junr.  Esqs.)    Six  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  next  ballot. 

Mr.  Huxtabk,  29  Charing  Cross  to  be  button  maker  to  the  Club,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Joyce  Swift,  who  is  too  ill  to  attend  to  it. 


♦Suitor's  ftocktr* 


YACHT  CAPTAINS. 

April,  20/A,  1857. 

Mb.  Editor — I  could  not  help  smiling  when  I  read  the  article  on  Yacht 
Captains  in  your  March  number,  as  the  writer  appeared  to  be  a  fellow 
sufferer  with  myself,  or  he  never  would  have  been  able  to  hit  off*  the  character 
of  Smith,  Brown,  and  Jones  so  accurately.  Many  persons  are  apt  to  think 
that  to  be  the  owner  of  a  yacht  is  sufficient  to  constitute  him  a  free  rover  of 
the  sea,  but  after  perusing  the  "  description  of  the  above  worthies/'  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  they  will  change  that  opinion,  and  consider  the  aforesaid 
owner  the  victim  of  a  class  that  study  its  own  interests  rather  than  endea- 
vour to  make  the  season  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  the  employer. 

Some  years  ago  I  commenced  my  career  as  a  yachtsman,  or  more  properly 
speaking  a  yacht  owner,  by  purchasing  a  cutter  of  about  forty  tons,  and  being 
at  the  time  a  perfect  novice  in  aquatics  I  engaged  her  skipper,  and  he 
retained  his  crew.  Well,  the  inventory  specified  every  requisite  necessary 
"  fit  for  sea,"  and  I  was  congratulating  myself  on  the  prospect  of  having  a 
comfortable  craft,  the  outlay  for  which  I  already  knew,  when  my  skipper 
informed  me  that  prior  to  our  start  for  a  cruise,  which  I  had  contemplated 
to  Norway,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  new  jib,  and  indeed,  "If  the 
eraft  were  mine  I  would  have  a  new  tuft,"  he  added.  "Is  it  necessary?"  "Yes.** 
M  Then  why  did  you  allow  me  to  pay  for  the  stores  as  complete?"  u  Why? 
I  had  no  business  to  interfere?" 

Well,  I  thought,  there  might  be  reason  in  this  remark,  so  I  said  "  § 
new  jib.*'    I  saw  a  smile  lurking  round  his  mouth,  which  created  in  my  r. 
rather  an  unpleasant  suspicion.      However,  the  following  day,  numei 
other  icante  appeared.     These  were  supplied. 

The  evening  prior  to  our  intended  start,  some  of  the  crew  went  on  s'i 
for  neceuariee,  but  they  forgot  to  return  until  late  the  following  afternoo? 
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when  the  wind  having  chopped  ronud  it  was  impossible  to  move  from  our 
berth.  I  felt  annoyed,  and  on  speaking  to  the  Captain  he  made  some  plausible 
excuse  for  the  men,  and  in  the  end  suggested  our  remaining  until  the  follow- 
ing week  when  the  Regatta  would  take  place.  I  did  not  want  to  see  a 
8ailing  Match,  I  wished  for  change  of  scene,  and  "  as  soon  as  the  wind  is  fair 
let  us  be  off?"  Days  passed  on,  we  were  still  at  anchor  :  the  regatta  ap- 
proached,— u  Will  you  not  have  a  try  for  the  Cup,  I  know  we  can  beat  the 
yachts  that  are  entered."  I  saw  that  I  was  completely  in  this  man's  power, 
tad  I  reluctantly  gave  my  consent.  Now  came  the  discomfort ;  everything 
thit  we  had  stowed  away  so  neatly  for  our  voyage  was  unakipped  and  an 
additional  number  of  hands  and  a  pilot  shipped. 

With  a  mind  for  from  easy  I  saw  the  vessels  start,  and  from  the  observa- 
tions I  overheard  from  some  lookers  on,  (for  I  was  on  shore  during  the  race) 
I  found  my  yacht  had  been  entered  merely  to  make  up  the  requisite  number 
of  starters,  without  the  '*  ghost  of  a  chance"  of  winning,— and  myself  dubbed 
•»  w  a  goodnatured  gentleman."  But  from  the  tone  and  manner  of  the 
•peekers  I  felt  certain  my  skipper  was  serving  others  without  ever  consulting 
ny  wishes.  My  yacht  came  in  second,  (the  third  yacht  having  carried  away 
W  topmast)  with  such  a  distance  between  her  and  the  first  as  left  no  doubt 
•be  would  have  been  last  but  for  the  other  yacht's  mishap.  I  was  much 
ttortifled,  not  at  my  defeat,  but  at  the  conduct  of  my  Captain,  who  did  not 
wadescend  to  wait  on  me  until  the  following  morning:  when  of  course,  he 
lad  numberless  reasons  why  he  did  not  win, — and  concluded  by  saying, 
M  after  we  have  had  a  thorough  overhaul,  and  cleaned  her  bottom— we  shall 
tttaoish  some  of  the  clippers.''  *«  Indeed  she  will  not! — I  do  not  intend' 
Befog  any  more,'*  was  my  reply. 

This  announcement  rather  startled  the  fellow — but  he  put  on  a  bold  show 
°f  resistance,  and  endeavoured  to  convince  me  I  was  wrong.  However, 
finding  me  determined  he  left  my  employ. 

So  much  for  my  Mr.  Smith.  My  next  captain  was  in  reality  a  thorough 
lea*^°gi  and  I  believe  he  was  never  more  happy  than  when  carrying  all  on, 
whilst  other  craft  were  close  reefed.  We  made  our  summer  cruise  however. 
m  good  order,  and  with  the  exception  of  his  rough  and  ready  manners  he 
***  a  very  worthy  man.  I  certainly  respected  him,  for  he  was  an  excellent 
urigator  and  first-rate  seaman.  As  we  retained  the  first  captain's  crew, 
0°o  or  two  of  them  were  inclined  to  be  troublesome,  but  Mr.  Brown  in  plain 
terms  told  them  if  they  wished  to  continue  in  the  yacht  they  must  obey 
<*dw»— if  not  to  take  their  "  kit*1  on  shore,— after  this  all  went  on  smoothly, 
When  I  laid  my  yacht  up,  I  had  serious  thoughts  of  abandoning  the  pleasure 
tat  on  reflection  I  determined  to  study  Navigation,  and  by  the  aid  of  an  old 
friend,  I  launched  on  my  second  season  with  spirit,  and  became  my  own 
*Pt  »n, — I  engaged  as  first-hand  or  mate  if  you  will— a  smart  active  young 
111111  who  carried  out  my  orders,  and  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  enjoying 
***  tenting  season  without  depending  on  the  caprice  of  any  man. 
^   'ting  the  Magazine  every  success,  which  it  really  deserves, 


.,  1  am,  Sir, 

r<    t  Editor  B.YM.  Union  Jack. 
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REGATTAS  AND  MATCHR& 

May  19.— Princes  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Match. 
"     SO.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  Match. 

2.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  first  match— first  and  second  class 
18.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  opening  trip. 
18,— Royal  London  Yacht  Clab  first  match— first  and  second  class. 
2a— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  schooner  match— first  class  £  100,  second 

class  £50. 
27.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  dab  Match 

80.— London  Model  Yacht  Club  Match,  from  Greenwich  to  Oran's  Bay. 
80.— Royal  Irish  Yacht  Clnb  Regatta. 
1.—       «  u 

2.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club— second  match,  for  third  class  only. 
17.— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Match 
17.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  at  Largs. 

18.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  third  match— third  and  fourth  class. 
28.— Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  Regatta 
Aug.    6  and  6— Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
15.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  Match 
26  and  28th.— Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  Regatta 
«       23.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  at  Dunoon. 
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HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  MAY. 


HighWater 
Lon.  Bridge. 
m  morn  [after. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer-i 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  subtracting  from,  the  time  at  London] 
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THE  SOUTHAMPTON  RIVER—ITS  YACHTING 

PROSPECTS. 

Although  unused  to  the  weilding  of  a  pen  to  write,  or  the  fluency 
of  speech  to  describe,  the  yachting  gossip  of  our  unrivalled  waters  to 
the  lover  of  aquatic  amusement  and  sport,  yet,  after  reading  the 
very  interesting  article  from  your  correspondent  H.  F.  R.,  upon 
"Boating  on  Windermere,"  I  am  induced  to  venture  a  few  remarks 
respecting  the  prospects  of  yachting  at  Southampton  this  season. 

In  reference  to  the  Southern  Club,  you  have  in  your  May  number 
recorded  the  death  of  P.  R.  Marett,  Esq.,  and  in  your  June  number 
will  have  to  add  that  of  R.  Wright,  Esq.,  an  influential  member  of 
the  club.  Two  greater  voids  could  not  have  occurred,  both  were 
devoted  supporters  of  aquatics,  and,  both  eminent  men.  The  one 
as  a  scientific  and  practical  builder,  with  ample  means  and  will  to 
develope,  and  carry  out  important  improvements  in  the  art  to  which 
I  ras  so  ardently  devoted,  (only  a  fortnight  before  his  death  he  laid 
c  n  the  keel,  stern,  stern-post,  and  transom  of  a  twenty  ton  clipper, 
I  t  upon  peculiar  and  novel  principles,  and  upon  the  completion 
a  success  of  which  he  spoke  and  dilated  often):  the  other  gentle- 
i  i,  no  less  practically  valuable  as  a  generous,  warm-hearted  lover 
6.— vol.  vi.  2  o 
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and  patron  of  aquatic  sports,  whether  carried  out  by  £  fleet  of  royal 
yachts,  or  contested  between  a  dozen  of  the  river  fishing-boats.  His 
estimable  character  as  connected  with  domestic  ties,  I  leave  to  abler 
hands  to  describe.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  personally  receiving  proofs 
of  his  esteem  toward*  the  votaries  of  his  favorite  amusement ;  but 
especially  to  the  body  of  Itchen  Ferry  fishermen  is  his  loss  irrepar- 
able :  born  and  bred  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  his  kindness 
towards  them  and  their  families,  evinced  by  constant  and  continuous 
acts  of  unrecorded  benevolence,  together  with  the  kindred  character 
of  their  pursuits,  and  his  delight  on  the  same  element,  has  had  much 
to  do  with  raising  that  village  of  intelligent  fishermen  to  the  univer- 
sally acknowledged  merit  of  first-rate  helmsmen  and  yacht  sailors, 
by  his  encouraging  their  annual  matches,  (worthy  of  being  recorded 
in  a  future  notice  of  this  now  celebrated  spot,)  thus  turning  the 
drudgery  of  their  business  of  every  day  employment  into  emulation 
and  enjoyment. 

The  Southern  Club  regatta  is  announced  for  the  5th  and  6th  of 
August,  prior  to  the  Royal  Squadron  and  Victoria,  this  is  a  grand 
improvement  upon  the  late  periods  of  past  years,  and  no  doubt  will 
bring  a  larger  number  of  competitors,  as  well  as  spectators,  and  from 
the  liberal  amount  of  prizes  offered,  and  the  high  and  honourable 
chat  acter  of  the  members  of  this  aristocratic  club,  a  very  brilliant 
affair  may  be  expected  should  the  weather  prove  favourable. 

The  Southampton  Town  Regatta,  which  for  many  years  was  equal 
in  sport  and  first-rate  craft,  and  notoriously  in  producing  amateur 
sailing  and  steering  equal  to  any  local  register  in  the  kingdom,  has 
for  the  last  three  years  sunk  almost  into  oblivion;  the  same  fine  un- 
equalled waters  to  contest  upon,  as  fine  a  fleet  of  sailing  craft  to 
compete,  the  same  spirit  of  friendly  emulation  in  many  a  noble 
heart,  yet  all  this  is  blighted  by  party  interest  being  admitted  into 
the  management ;  and  I  would  here  tender  a  word  of  advice  to  those 
desirous  of  seeing  their  clubs  flourish,  that  is,  not  to  allow  the  inter- 
ference (at  their  matches)  of  any  one  connected  with  the  construction 
or  fitting  of  yachts,  as  it  mostly  engenders  a  feeling  of  illwill  be- 
tween those  parties,  and  will,  like  this  once  prosperous  Town  S*"  [ 
Club,  dwindle  into  obscurity, 

So  it  is,  the  advancing  town  and  noble  river  that  ought  to  pr— 
to  the  readers  of  Hunt's  Yachting  Magazine,  as  brilliant  an  accc 
of  the  capacity  and  doings  of  its  local  sailing  fleet,  as  any  in        i 
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United  Kingdom  is  become  lethargic,  vapid,  and  asleep,  and  this  too 
with  craft  and  crews  equal  to  any  port  or  station:  how  I  wish  the 
spirit  of  enthusiam  that  possesses  your  Windermere  correspondent 
would  drop  its  mantle  here,  and  extinguish  the  paralyzing  influence 
of  those  who,  like  some  yacht  captains,  turn  pleasure-sailing  into 
disrepute  then;  again,  and  not  till  then,  will  Southampton  take  an 
elevated  position  in  your  records  of  sailing  deeds. 

The  Itchen  regatta  will  be  under  the  patronage  of  T.  Chamber- 
layne,  Esq.,  and  as  usual  good  sailing  and  sport  is  expected,  thanks 
to  the  sober  habits  of  the  men,  and  consequent  industry,  they  have, 
with  a  spirit  of  emulation  brought  out  a  fleet  of  boats  equal,  or 
surpassing  in  power  any  thing  of  the  sort  I  have  as  yet  seen. 
The  rival  builders  (Hatcher  and  Payne,)  have  been  employed  in 
taxing  their  ingenuity  for  their  own  fame  as  well  as  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  their  respective  admirers. 

In  finishing  this  rough  sketch  of  our  present  prospects,  I  do  it 
with  a  hearty  wish  that,  the  season  of  1857  may  turn  out  brighter 
than  appearances  now  indicate,  and  among  those  who  would  rejoice 
in  hailing  it,  and  communicating  the  fact,  none  would  be  more  expe- 
ditious and  pleased  than 

Southampton,  May  1857*  Argus. 


THE  LOSS  OF  THE  YACHT  ZOE. 

Thb  Earl  of  Yarborough's  splendid  yacht  Zoe  has  been  lost,  on  Hasboro' 
sand,on  the  Norfolk  coast,  on  the  night  of  the  24th  May,  and  the  noble  - 
owner  (who  was  on  board,  with  two  friends)  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Times,  exonerating  the  captain  from  all  blame :  this  act  of  generosity  on  the 
part  of  his  lordship  should  silence  those  who  were  not  present  at  the  wreck- 
ing, but  yet  presume  to  express  an  adverse  opinion:  however  as  the  particu- 
lars may  be  more  fully  explained  by  the  captain,  if  so  necessary,  we  will 
merely  give  the  facts  that  have  been  made  known.  The  yacht  owing  to  the 
wind  falling  light,  drifted  by  the  tide  on  to  the  Sands.  She  struck  the  bank 
with  great  violence  several  times,  and  after  some  little  time,  rolling  over,  be* 
came  washed  by  the  sea.  Sufficient  time,  however,  elapsed  to  enable  all 
bands  to  quit  in  the  boats,  although  too  hurriedly  to  save  any  portion  of  the 
p  >,  or  property  on  board.  Fortunately  the  water  was  smooth  and  the 
v  her  fine,  which  enabled  them,  after  about  three  hours'  pulling  to  reach 
t  ^cast-Guard  station  at  Hasboro*  in  safety.  It  appears  their  signal  lights 
;  observed,  but  yet  no  boats  put  off  to  render  assistance.  This  is  rather 
i  naccouDtable  circumstance  as  men  on  that  coast  are  noted  for  their  ala- 
c      -  on  such  occasions. 
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BT  BLUB  JACKET. 

A  SUMMER'S  CRUISE  IN  185- 
CHAPTER  III. 

■.  X.  PBMBBOXB  DOCKTABB— ADBttBALTY  WABBABTS  AND  TAOBT    FBIVILBQBS— 

TBB    ABVABTAGBS    OB    M  CBAOKIBQ    OB  n    IIXUBTBATED— GUBBBSBT.    FOB 

STOBBS— WABT  OB  GOOD  8AIXJBO  DIBBCTIOBB  BOB   HABBOUB4 — 

BIB0T  QBIBT — NBTBB  SBT  BAIL  OB  A  SUBDAT. 

Next  morning  early  we  were  under  way,  and  slipping  up  with  the 
flood  tide  to  Pembroke  Dock,  about  four  miles  and  a  half  above  Milford ; 
here  the  channel  narrows  greatly,  from  a  projecting  bank  on  the  south 
side  of  the  haven,  which  extends  from  abreast  of  Newton  Noyes  Point 
up  to  the  entrance  of  Pennar  Creek;  opposite  to  which  on  the  north 
side,  the  Wear  Point  runs  a  long  way  out  into  the  channel,  having  a 
black  buoy  at  the  outer  end  in  about  four  fathoms  water;  in  working  up 
as  far  as  this  buoy  our  pilot  gave  us  very  good  marks,  viz:  the  small 
Martello  tower  in  the  bight  of  the  shore  at  south-west  end  of  the  dock- 
yard, on  with  the  towers  of  the  Pembroke  Dock  Churches,  viz:  St. 
John's  and  the  Dock  Yard  Chapel;  the  former  for  the  limit  on  the 
Northern,  and  the  latter  for  that  of  the  southern  shores  of  the  haven  : 
small  vessels  may  however  stand  somewhat  further  across  on  either  side, 
more  particularly  the  north,  which  is  tolerably  bold. 

Having  passed  the  Wear  Buoy  (on  the  port  hand)  a  ridge  of  rocks 
called  the  Carr  Spit  runs  out  from  the  south  side  just  at  the  west  end 
of  the  dockyard,  indicated  by  a  beacon  buoy  at  the  northern  end,  which 
has  to  be  kept  on  the  starboard  hand,  and  after  rounding  it  you  make 
straight  for  the  anchorage  anywhere  abreast  of  the  dockyard,  or  to  the 
westward  of  Hobb's  Point  Pier. 

Having  anchored  close  to  the  dockyard  landing  place,  our  first  pro- 
ceeding was  of  course  to  land  and  visit  this  extensive  building  yard,  and 
were  shoving  off  for  the  dockyard  steps  when  our  pilot  informed  us,  we 
should  not  be  permitted  to  land  there,  but  must  go  to  Hobb's  P™*> 
Pier,  at  least  a  good  mile  round.  We  did  land  however  at  the  docky 
although  no  thanks  to  our  "blue  ensign"  or  our  "admiralty  warr  ' 
either;  but  to  the  politeness  of  the  officer  in  command  at  the  tir~       \ 

*  Continued  from  page  207. 
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whom  we  had  the  pleasure  of  being  personally  known,  and  from  whom 
we  learned  that  otherwise,  whether  we  sailed  under  red,  white,  or  blue, 
we  should  not  have  been  permitted  to  land. 

Now  this  is  no  doubt  "en  regie"  as  things  stand  at  present;— and  to 
suppose  that  yachtsmen  should  have  the  "entree"  at  all  times  to  our 
ami  establishments  would  be  absurd  ;  but  surely  if  naval  officers, 
whether  on  duty  or  not,  (only  in  uniform)  can  always  land  at  these 
steps,  it  would  be  no  great  matter  to  extend  the  privilege  to  yacht 
owners,  who  are  duly  authorised  by  warrant  from  my  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  carry  a  naval  ensign  }— if  we  are  allowed  to  sail  by  special 
warrant  under  naval  colours,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  these  colours 
ought  to  carry  with  them  some  at  least  of  the  minor  privileges  belonging 
to  them;  otherwise  when  one  comes  to  think  of  it,  we  might  as  well  sail 
uader  any  fancy  combination  of  bunting  a  club  chose  to  adopt.  True, 
our  national  flag  has,  or  at  least  ought  to  have  its  advantages  abroad, 
hot  is  it  to  confer  none  at  home?  and  not  one  privilege  does  it  afford 
that  I  know  of.  We  are  supposed  to  be  free  of  all  government  naviga- 
tion dues,  and  yet  let  a  yacht  owner  take  his  craft  through  either  of  the 
two  government  inland  navigations,  the  Caledonian  and  Crinan  Canals, 
and  he  will  find  to  his  purse's  cost,  that  neither  his  "  white,"  "  red,"  or 
"blue"  national  bunting,  nor  all  of  the  three  together,  however  duly 
authorised  to  sport  them,  will  avail  him  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
remission  of  dues.  But  setting  aside  the  money  privileges,  it  does  seem 
somewhat  anomalous  that  yachts  should  require  the  special  permission 
of  government  to  carry  our  own  national  flag,  and  yet  with  that  germis- 
tion  not  to  have  conferred  upon  them  one  solitary  privilege:  they  have 
«  right,  as  every  British  ship  has  to  carry  a  red  ensign,  and  if  the 
white  or  the  blue  with  their  formal  admiralty  warrant  confer  no  single 
advantage,  it  is  difficult  to  see  wherein  lies  the  difference  between  an 
ensign  carried  by  right  of  every  British  shipowner,  and  those  conferred 
by  special  admiralty  warrant*  I  have  in  a  former  chapter  thrown  out 
the  suggestion  of  a  grand  National  Regatta  for  our  worthy  club  secreta- 
ries to  notice;  here  is  another  one  well  worthy  their  "  tackling  to,'9  viz: 
the  privileges  of  Royal  Tacht  Clubs  at  home  as  well  as  abroad  \  for 
abroad  I  must  say  we  meet  with  every  civility,  which  civilities  however 
are  neither  bestowed  on  account  of  our  admiralty  warrant,  nor  the  colour 
of    "•  ensign,  but  out  of  respect  to  our  club  burgee. 

nbroke  dockyard  is  a  magnificent  establishment,  and  well  worth  a 
yi  Oman's  visit,  en  passant,  there  are  some  dozen  immense  building 
di  i,  all  of  them  occupied  with  the  "  wooden  walls  of  Old  England  " 
h>     try  stage  of  progress:— here  that  noble  ship  the  Duke  of  WeUing- 
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ton  was  built,  and  Her  Majesty's  new  yacht  the  "  Victoria  and  Albert, *' 
both  of  which  as  noble  specimens  of  naval  architecture  do  this  establish- 
ment in  general,  and  its  talented  master  shipwright  in  particular,  the 
greatest  credit  The  interest  in  visiting  the  different  ships  in  their  vari- 
ous progressive  stages  from  the  embryo  keel  just  laid  down,  to  the  stately 
and  beautifully  finished  line-of-battle  ship  ready  for  launching,  is  very 
great;— but  neither  this  interest,  nor  the  clang  of  a  thousand  busy  ham- 
mers, can  equal  the  train  of  thought  into  which  such  a  sight  as  this  is 
sure  to  lead  the  thinking  visitor,  when  he  reflects  on  the  purposes  to 
which  those  noble  works  of  art  are  destined !  the  scenes  to  which  those 
brave  hearts  who  tread  their  decks  in  times  of  war  may  be  witness ! 
and  gazes  on  those  grim  tiers  of  port  holes,  destined  to  vomit  forth 
death  and  destruction  to  our  fellowmen. 

Then  comes  the  reflection  "  Where  do  all  these  floating  castles  go  to?" 
for  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  adversity  or  in  prosperity,  they  ever  go  on 
building,  one  after  the  other!  Some  to  sport  their  pennants  during  a 
brief  season  in  commission,  and  some  to  rot  "in  ordinary,"  where,  ten 
to  one,  if  a  return  were  made  to-morrow  it  would  be  found  more  ships 
have  perished,  than  ever  did  from  fair  "tear  and  wear"  of  "the  battle 
and  the  breeze." 

Having  finished  our  inspection  of  the  dockyard,  and  made  a  tour  of 
the  very  uninteresting  town  of  Pembroke  Dock,  alias  Pater,  we  betook 
ourselves  again  to  our  gig,  and  pulled  up  the  haven  as  far  as  Laurenny; 
for  the  waters  of  Milford  Haven  run  up  some  eight  or  ten  miles  further, 
the  tide  flowing  as  high  as  Haverfordwest,  on  the  river  Cleddau. 

And  here  I  would  recommend  that  no  one  cruising  round  to  this  part 
of  the  world  should  omit  a  pull  up  this  beautiful  river,  or  rather  inlet  of 
the  sea,  for  in  many  places  far  above  Pembroke  you  might  run  a  three 
decker  alongside  the  overhanging  wooded  cliffs,  and  cut  the  brushwood 
from  her  yardarms:  but  the  singular  beauty  of  the  place  consists  in  the 
interlacing  of  one  point  of  land  across  the  other,  so  as  to  form  a  con- 
tinuous succession  of  land-locked  lakes;  some  with  bare  and  precipitous 
banks,  and  others  wooded  down  to  the  water's  edge. 

On  our  return,  as  we  rounded  the  point  at  Pembroke  ferry,  we  met 
a  whole  fleet  of  oyster  dredge  boats— running  up  with  the  tide  after  the 
day '8  work,  to  their  peculiar  colony,  a  village  called  Languim,  about  a 
couple  of  miles  above  our  highest  ascent  of  the  Cleddau:  these  boat  e 
manned,  as  Paddy  would  say,  with  two  women  and  one  man;  th<  '- 
mer  pulling  the  two  after  oars,  and  the  latter  an  oar  right  in  the  L  5; 
aided  by  a  lug  sail  when  the  wind  suits  their  somewhat  erratic  prr  t- 
ings  in  dredging. 
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Having  stopped  one  of  them,  and  got  supplied  with  a  few  hundreds 
of  oysters  at  one  shilling  per  hundred,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  a 
tolerably  close  inspection  of  the  "  natives,"  or  aborigines  of  Langtiim,  and 
altho'  it  is  not  fair  to  judge  by  one  lot,  I  must  say  that  their  "  native  " 
oysters,  which  are  excellent,  were  more  to  my  taste:  my  friend,  however, 
difiered  with  me,  and  while  the  dumb  natives  were  being  counted  out 
he  endeavoured  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  one  of  the  talkative 
ones  in  red  petticoats — their  peculiar  costume;  but  failed  to  make  himself 
understood  in  Welsh,  which  consisted  in  not  knowing  one  single  word ; 
and  moreover  that  the  natives  of  this  part  of  "  Little  England  beyond 
Wales,"  speak  little  or  no  Welsh,  being  satisfied  with  murdering  the 
Queen's  English  as  a  substitute. 

In  front  of  the  Dockyard  on  the  north  side  of  the  haven  is  Neyland, 
s  place  with  a  name,  but  without  any  inhabitants,  at  least  not  more  than 
what  some  three  or  four  small  cottages  can  acommodate;  and  yet  here 
is  the  Great  Terminus  of  the  South  Wales  Railway!  "  Ye  Gods  and 
Kttle  fishes,"  but  this  is  truly  a  marvellous  place  to  ohoose  for  a  terminus 
station  on  Milfbrd  haven  to  the  Great  Western  and  South  Wales  Rail- 
ways! In  the  name  of  all  that  is  wonderful  why  didn't  they  go  to 
Milfbrd,  some  four  or  five  miles  lower  down,  and  so  much  nearer  the 
harbour's  mouth,  to  say  nothing  of  the  splendid  roomy  roadstead  there, 
the  ample  space  for  dock  accommodation,  and  tho'  last  not  least  some 
two  or  three  thousand  inhabitants,  with  shipbuilding  yards,  foundries, 
custom-house,  bonded  stores,  and  a  large  hotel,  to  begin  with! 

But  not  being  able,  and  what  is  more,  no  one  else  having  ever  been 
as  yet  able  to  fathom  the  reason  for  selecting  this  outlandish  place  as  a 
great  transatlantic  terminus,  —we  will  "  give  it  up,"  and  resume  our 
"  Reminiscences.'' 

My  friend,  who  was  well  acquainted  in  these  "Welsh  parts,"  had  very 
nearly  persuaded  me  by  his  glowing  description  of  Tenby  to  postpone 
our  departure,  and  run  across  by  land,  the  distance  from  Pembroke  Dock 
being  only  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  but  I  preferred  leaving  this  to 
another  opportunity ;  and  accordingly  with  the.  last  of  the  tide  we 
dropped  down  the  haven,  but  there  being  no  wind  it  was  past  midnight 
when  we  got  clear  of  the  harbour's  mouth  ;  here  a  light  air  sprung  up, 
and  we  spread  our  wings  "  alow  and  aloft"  for  the  Land's  End. 

the  morning  our  "  consort"  was  "  hull  down" — but  the  race  is  not 
ali  ijB  to  the  swift,  above  all  when  the  motive  power  is  dependent  on 
thi  saprice  of  minds  and  tides,  for  just  as  we  were  about  to  round  the 
Ik  rahips  the  wind  failed  us,  and  worst  of  all  the  tide  was  on  the  turn, 
—    "  set  of  some  fifty  coasters,  &c.,  were  on  the  same  errand  as  our- 
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•elves,  and  all  in  a  ruck,  striving  to  round  that  horrid  Book;— to  our 
delight  a  breath  of  wind  came  off  the  land,  and  although  insufficient  to 
propel  our  heavy  laden  companions,  we  were  soon  through  the  fleet,  and 
actually  hauling  our  wind,  having,  as  we  thought,  fairly  rounded  the 
Light  j— in  the  midst  of  our  satisfaction,  at  whieh  the  steward  was 
ordered  to  transfer  the  dinner  things  from  below  to  the  deck;  when  just 
as  I  squatted  down  to  my  table  (the  top  of  a  flat  skylight,  which  from 
their  great  convenience  as  seats,  or  tables,  &c.,  I  prefer  to  the  sloping 
ones,)  away  went  our  last  breath  of  wind,  and  away  wont  the  Wildflower, 
stern  foremost  with  the  tide !  right  round  the  Longships,  "  back. again"! 
and  here  we  were  for  six  mortal  hours  drifting  away  at  the  rate  of  two 
knots  an  hour  to  meet  our  "  consort,"  thus  losing  six  hours  for  want 
of  as  many  minutes  gain  of  time  in  our  run  down:  a  striking  instance  of 
the  advantages  which  I  always  maintain  are  to  be  found  in  carrying 
every  stitch  of  canvas  you  can  while  making  a  voyage  however  short; 
and  whether  personally  pressed  for  time  or  not,  always  to  "  crack  on* ; 
making  short  miles  of  it  can  never  do  any  harm,  while  the  contrary  may 
lead  to  endless  annoyance  and  trouble— -and  thus  it  was  with  ourselves 
on  this  occasion,  that  if  we  had  only  given  our  craft  a  jolly  big  foresail, 
which  we  had  to  set  flying,  we  should  have  been  eight  or  ten  hours 
further  on  our  voyage,— perhaps  have  altogether  altered  our  stay  at  and 
time  of  leaving  Guernsey  ;— and  who  knows  but  we  might  thus  have 
avoided  our  close  shave  for  life  a  couple  of  days  later  J— and  of  which 
anon. 

It  was  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  p.m.,  when  we  did  get  round 
the  Longships,  and  put  in  for  the  night  close  hauled  for  the  Lizard,  off 
which,  from  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  we  only  found  ourselves  at  four 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  with  our  small  friend  and  consort  actually  oa 
our  weather  bow!  having  gone  inside  the  Longshi(«  and  kept  well  along 
shore  in  Mount's  Bay,  thus  getting  the  light  breeze  more  off  the  land. 

So  soon  however  as  we  "  took  our  departure"  from  the  Lizard,  making 
a  straight  course  of  it  for  Guernsey,  we  again  left  our  friends  astern,  and 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  were  entering  the  Russell  Sound 
from  the  south  end  of  the  island,  and  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  came  to 
under  Castle  Cornet  in  the  picturesque  little  harbour  of  St.  Pierre, 
Guernsey ;  our  friends  coming  to  anchor  lower  down,  from  the  late 
hour  of  their  arrival,  but  in  the  morning  they  were  anchored  alon  e 
of  us. 

Off  the  south-west  end  of  die  island  a  pilot  offered  his  services,  *  h 
we  politely  declined  and  sent  him  back  to  look  for  our  consort,  abou*  o 
hoars'  tail  astern  of  us  5— for  one  of  the  great  pleasures  in  cruisinr         * 
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interest  and  excitement  of  picking  ones  way  into  a  strange  harbour 
without  a  pilot.  I  have  no  objection  to  avail  myself  of  then:  services,  in 
toy  inland  extension  of  a  harbour  such  as  that  from  the  roadstead  up  to 
Pembroke  Dock  in  Milford  Haven,  or  in  the  Clyde  above  Greenock. 
Bat  as  to  entering  harbours,  so  far  as  bringing  one's  vessel  to,  in  their 
best  roadstead  or  anchorage  ground,  I  maintain  that  the  charts  and 
sailing  marks  of  every  harbour  in  Great  Britain  ought  to  be  so  clearly 
and  distinctly  laid  down,  as  to  render  pilotage  for  simply  entering  a 
harbour  unnecessary ; — but  that  on  the  contrary  every  man  commanding 
a  vessel,  whether  coaster  or  otherwise,  should  be  perfectly  capable  of 
bringing  hk  vessel  into  any  harbour,  that  is  into  any  harbour  in  his  own 
country  whether  possessing  published  charts  or  not,  and  into  any  harbour 
in  the  world  of  which  there  are  charts  and  sailing  directions  to  be  ob- 
tained ,— this  would  be  no  hardship  to  impose  on  the  coasting  skipper, 
br  to  be  a  good  one  he  ought  as  part  of  his  practical  education  to  have 
been  at  least  once  into  every  harbour  of  any  consequence  on  our  coasts, 
sad  that  too  by  means  of  his  own  chart  and  lead,  for  a  man  unless  he  is 
a  very  remarkable  and  close  observer  derives  but  little  knowledge  from 
being  taken  into  a  harbour  by  a  pilot  or  otherwise,  while  the  same  man 
forking  the  $hip  in  himself,  if  only  for  once,  will  never  find  himself  at 
a  loss  m  entering  the  same  harbour  a  second  time. 

For  this  purpose  however,  and  more  especially  for  those  yachtsmen 
who  navigate  their  own  craft,— much  is  still  wanted  in  the  way  of 
harbour  charts,  and  really  good,  simple,  and  practical  sailing  directions; 
the  one  tallying  with  the  other— for  most  of  our  principal  harbours  it  is 
true  we  have  very  good  charts  />er-«e,— but  then  if  you  want  Sailing 
Directions  you  must  turn  up  6ome  old  book  (for  I  have  in  some  cases 
found  the  older  the  better,)  and  between  the  old  book  in  the  one  hand, 
and  the  new  chart  in  the  other,  if  you  don't  get  puzzled  and  bewildered 
it  is  a  wonder. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  me  how  much  service  could  in  this  way  be 
rendered,  not  only  to  the  "  Pleasure  Navy,"  but  to  any  navy  whether 
Royal  or  Commercial.  Let  half  a  dozen,  or  a  dozen  yachtsmen,  capable 
and  willing  to  undertake  such  a  work,  be  selected  and  formed  into  a 
Committee  or  a  Commission — let  them  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  every 
existing  harbour  chart,  book  of  sailing  directions,  &c.,  then  having  during 
th  winter  season  arranged  together  their  plans  of  operation  for  the 
•»  mer  and  allotted  to  each  the  harbours  to  be  visited,  let  them  so  alter, 
sic  lify,  and  condense  the  necessary  sailing  directions  into  such  small 
eoi  ^ass,  as  to  be  capable  of  being  fully  conveyed  in  a  few  lines  of  letter 
pr  -  on  the  face  of  the  chart*  themselves,  so  as  to  have  all  the  requisite 
,  6.— vol.  vi.  2  H 
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information  at  a  glance— the  "  Charts  and  Sailing  Directions  for  the 
Harbours  of  Great  Britain"  thus  combined,  and  arranged  alphabetically 
as  an  Atlas  or  in  some  such  convenient  form,  might  then  be  published 
under  the  patronage  and  authority  -  of  the  United  Royal  Yacht  Clubs, 
and  thus  give  yachtsmen  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  their  objects  can 
attain  the  twofold  end  of  duty  combined  with  pleasure; — and  as  a  to* 
lunteer  in  carrying  out  so  desirable  and  useful  a  work,  the  Author  can 
guarrantee  the  services  at  least  of  one  "  Blue  Jacket." 

And  now  for  a  hasty  peep  at  the  picturesque  town  of  St.  Pierre,  rising 
up,  house  upon  house,  from  the  water's  edge,  to  the  Governor's  House  ; 
then  gradually  sloping  down  towards  the  north-east  end  of  the  island, 
to  a  pretty  looking  little  fishing  village,  of  which  I  forget  the  name,  on 
the  right;  with  Castle  Cornet  almost  aboard  of  us  on  the  left,  and  the 
islands  of  Herm  and  Seroq  in  our  rear. 

But  there  are  few  yachtsmen  who  have  not  "  dropped  their  mud-hook 
in  the  pretty  little  bay  of  31.  Peters ;  so  without  waiting  to  peep  or  to 
describe  any  further  we  must  now  go  on  shore,  and  visit  the  "  yachtsman  s 
friend"  old  Cadic. 

The  routine  here  of  tasting,  and  ordering — tasting — ordering  and 
tasting  again  need  not  be  dwelt  upon  ; — nor  how  Mr.  Cadic  keeps  con- 
tinually opening  bottles  and  filling  glasses  ;  nor  how  yon  descend  with 
him  into  the  "  vasty  deeps"  of  his  vaults  and  cellars,  where  you  may  "call 
spirits"  with  the  perfect  certainty  of  their  coming  at  your  call; — nor 
how  heartily  you  sneeze  on  visiting  his  tobacco  and  snuff  manufactory: 
all  this  is  well  known  to  those  who  make  their  "  annual  Guernsey  stores 
trip,9'  and  to  such  as  have  never  made  this  very  agreeable,  tho'  business 
trip,  I  would  say,  "  the  sooner  you  go  the  better." 

Our  stores, — at  least  those  of  the  Wildflower,  were  pubUcly  ordered 
to  he  sent  on  board  and  packed  on  Monday,  the  day  on  which  they  were 
ordered  being  Saturday, — for  some  of  your  gig's  crew  being  allowed  to 
stroll  for  an  hour,  and  as  a  sort  of  natural  consequence  they  find  their 
way  to  Cadic's,  and  learn  there  the  day  on  which  your  stores  are  to  be 
shipped  ; — and  in  giving  orders  on  board  to  the  skipper  or  steward  1 
take  care  to  speak  of  something  to  be  done  some  days  beyond  the  tuM 
that  I  intend  to  stay,  so  in  this  instance  spoke  to  them  of  something  to 
be  got  on  shore  the  beginning  of  the  week ;  the  consequence  was  that 
my  crew  did  not  care  to  ask  for  leave  on  shore  all  at  once,  expect  to 
stay  some  days  ; — when  privately  Mr.  Cadic  has  strict  orders  to  »• 
all  on  board  that  same  Saturday  evening, — which  orders  he  so  w 
complied  with  that  everything  was  packed  away  by  nine  or  ten  o'  * 
at  night! — not  even  my  friends  on  board  whose  vessel  I  dined  were       k 
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acquainted  with  my  intention  as  to  time  of  sailing — so  that  next  morn- 
ing all  hands  were  on  hoard, — the  wind  tho'  light  was  fair  ;  and  only 
one  half  hour  before  the  time  when  the  tide  served  to  take  as  out  by 
the  north  end  of  the  island  through  the  Little  Russell,  I  gave  the  order 
to  u get  under  way." 

In  most  other  vessels,  with  a  magnificently  brass  bound,  gold  laced 
Captain,  to  consult  in  the  matter,  a  pretty  considerable  difficulty  might 
have  arisen  as  to  the  execution  of  such  an  order;  and  the  chances  are 
shout  ten  to  one  that  it  would  have  by  some  means  or  other  not  been 
executed  at  all,— not  of  course  mutinously  but  persuasively  evaded; — but 
being  shipper  myself,  not  only  in  the  register,  but  on  the  quarter-deck, 
we  were  soon  underway,  to  the  surprise  and  amazement  of  my  friend 
the  owner  of  our  consort,  who  happened  to  be  one  of  those  Yachting 
martyrs  who  leave  all  in  the  hands  of  a  skipper. 

Having  parted  with  my  friends  (who  were  remaining  a  few  days 
longer  at  Guernsey,)  and  arranged  with  them  plans  for  our  meeting  again 
shortly  either  at  Kingstown  or  in  the  Clyde  in  the  course  of  our  sum- 
mer's cruise,  we  were  slipping  out  of  the  Little  Russell  at  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  tide  being  all  we  had  to  depend  upon,  as 
the  wind  was  very  light ;  and  plenty  too  is  that  same  tide  as  it  rushes 
and  boils  and  frets  away, — a  good  friend,  but  an  inveterate  foe. 

At  3h.  p.m.,  the  north-east  end  of  Guernsey  bore  S.S.E.,  distant  7 
miles,  and  a  fine  breeze  springing  up,  we  spread  every  yard  of  canvas  we 
c°uld  set,  square-sail  and  fore-topsail  determined  to  "  crack  on''  under 
a  wholesome  reminiscence  of  what  it  might  have  done  for  us  in  rounding 
the  Lands'  End. 

We  steered  a  N.W.  by  W.  course,  with  the  wind  right  aft,  and  now 
plenty  of  it ;  this  course  as  may  be  seen  by  the  chart  making  allowance 
of  half  a  point  for  the  indraught  of  the  tide,  was  meant  to  make  the 
Lizard,  so  away  we  bowled  at  a  slashing  pace,  which  our  log  said  was 
better  than  ten  knots,  and  so  it  was  to  our  cost. 

At  1  lh.  p.m.,  we  had  thus  run  eighty  knots,  and  by  our  reckoning 
ought  now  to  be  within  the  range  of  the  Lizard  Light ; — the  wind  was 
rising  fast  but  we  took  nothing  off  her!  and  the  sea,  not  that  it  was  run- 
ning so  very  high,  but  it  seemed  one  mass  of  fire,  every  wave  had  its  crest 
illuminated  like  the  blaze  of  so  many  huge  bonfires  !  and  so  bright  were 
f  j  at  a  long  distance  off,  and  apparently  so  stationary,  that  every  now 
i  then  the  men  on  the  look-out  forward,  thought  they  had  made  out 
1      r  lizard  Light. 

other  ten  knots,  it  being  now  midnight  and  still  no  Lizard  !  I  now 
<      mined  to  shorten  sail,  but  just  before  doing  so,  stepped  down  below 
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to  take  one  cast  more  oyer  my  reckoning  and  the  chart,  giving  the  two 
men  forward  strict  injunctions  for  their  lives  to  keep  a  good  look-out 
ahead;  I  had  scarcely  reached  the  cabin  when  I  heard  a  noise  on  deck* 
and  shouting  out  to  the  man  at  the  helm  "  Luff,  Sam,  luff, — hard  down  I n 
On  reaching  the  deck,  the  man  had  put  her  helm  "hard  down,"  sup- 
posing as  I  did  myself,  that  it  was  a  vessel  on  our  lee  bow,  but  judge 
of  my  surprise  and  horror  on  stepping  forward  to  learn  it  was  laud  close 
under  our  bows!  All  our  canvas  was  shaking  like  to  burst  every  sail 
in  the  vessel!  the  main  boom  with  all  our  sheet  out  had  taken  possession 
of  the  quarter  deck!  and  amid  the  din  of  flapping  sails,  like  musket 
shot  the  men  kept  repeating  their  replies  to  my  first  enquiry  as  to  what 
was  wrong — "Land!  Land  I — Oh!  Lord,  oh!" 

And  sure  enough  there  was  the  land,  black  and  looming  through  the 
lifting  fog,  close  aboard  of  us!  not  further  than  a  quarter  or  half  a  mile, 
as  near  as  we  could  judge. — Down  came  our  square-sail,  as  a  first  proceed- 
ing, which  the  skipper  (who  with  his  watch  had  just  come  on  deck,)  very 
wisely  did  on  the  instant:  they  were  then  in  the  midst  of  terrible  con- 
fusion, endeavouring  to  hoist  the  staysail;  but,  however  desirable  this 
was,  nothing  could  save  us  but  getting  our  canvas,  already  set,  well 
hauled  aft,  and  thus  gather  headway  to  claw  off  the  land  if  possible: — to 
put  about  and  get  her  head  off  the  land  any  how  seemed  the  wish  and 
intention  of  the  skipper  and  crew;  yet  the  danger  of  missing  stays 
appeared  so  great  that  I  determined  to  run  the  risk  of  keeping  her  on 
the  same  tack,  and  getting  close  hauled  as  soon  as  possible.  In  an  in* 
stent  I  shouted  to  the  man  at  the  helm  not  to  let  her  come  round  but  to 
"  keep  her  away  a  little"  This  for  a  moment  excited  surprise,  and 
counter  suggestions  from  both  skipper  and  crew:— it  was  a  critical  mo- 
ent,  in  which  however  I  was  truly  happy  to  find  that  neither  did  my 
own  presence  of  mind  desert  me  for  an  instant,  nor  was  there  a  shadow 
of  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  crew  to  trust  to  and  execute  my  orders; 
at  a  moment  when  it  would  certainly  not  have  been  surprising  if  they 
should  have  rather  trusted  to  their  own  practical  skill  than  to  an 
amateur,  however  much  they  might  respect  that  amateur's  knowledge 
of  seamanship  on  ordinary  occasions.  I  had  only  to  say—"  Men,  be 
cool,  and  for  God's  sake  do  nothing  but  what  I  tell  you:"  and  I  could 
feel  they  were  quite  ready  to  execute  my  orders,  whether  good  or  bad* 
I  ordered  two  hands  to  the  jib  sheet,  and  ran  aft  followed  by  all  t  !• 
to  the  main  sheet,  flattened  him  aft  as  well  as  the  fore  and  aft  foi  it 
then  sent  a  couple  of  hands  away  aloft  to  rid  us  with  their  knives  o.  » 
"  cracking  on  n  friend — the  fore-topsail,  for  its  gear  was  all  jar  d 
somewhere. 
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"Now  for  the  staysail,  my  good  fellows,  hoist  away!  Well  done, 
my  boys,  tip  with  him." 

And  up  he  went  sore  enough,  making  with  our  cloud  of  canvas 
already  set  rather  too  much  for  our  little  barkie.  No  matter-— we  must 
risk  something,  and  now  with  all  the  press  upon  her,  my  ory  to  the 
steersman  was  still — "Keep  her  full! — keep  her  full  1"  With  the  land 
dose  alongside  of  us. 

I  was  urged,  privately,  by  the  skipper,  to  come  about,  but  we  were 
gathering  good  way,  besides  the  land  seemed  to  recede  slightly  under 
oar  lee  bows,  while  it  appeared  right  ahead  nearer  to  us,  as  though  we 
were  in  some  bay,  of  which  that  land  was  the  promontory,  and  therefore 
indicating  deeper  water.  So  on  we  held  a  little  longer,  then  at  last  put 
our  helm  down:  the  sea  was  now  running  very  high;  our  topsail  was  cut 
adrift,  but  beating  the  devil's  tatoo  aloft,  on  his  own  account;  and  alto- 
gether I  had  my  doubts  as  to  our  coming  about,  however  down  went 
the  helm,  and  round  came  the  good  little  ship,  but  away  went  the  jib- 
boom  like  a  carrot,  and  no  wonder,  with  a  big  jib  set  in  such  a  sea,  and 
half  gale  of  wind  as  it  was  by  that  time.  Our  jib-boom  wreck  was  soon 
gathered  in,  our  "  cracking  on  "  friend  aloft  was  furled  and  silenced,  and 
we  were  now  able  to  breathe  freely !  another  tack,  and  another,  before 
I  cared  to  speculate  on  where  we  had  got  to,  which  I  did  by  going  down 
below — not  however  until  we  had  a  stiff  glass  of  grog  served  out  to  us 
on  deck;  and  then  we  found  we  were  in  behind  St.  Anthony's  Point  at  the 
entrance  of  Falmouth  harbour!  into  Mevagizey  bay,  under  St  Michael's 
near  the  "  Deadman'e  Point!" 

80  here  we  had  passed  within  the  range  of  the  Eddystone  Light, 
without  seeing  it,  and  had  got  out  of  the  Lizard  light  range  by  some 
unaccountable  means  or  other  drawing  us  to  the  eastward,— being  a 
whole  point  and  a  half  to  the  eastward  of  our  course  steered,  viz.: — 
N.W.b.W.  How  this  happened  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  it  might  be 
had  steering,  which  is  not  improbable,  as  the  wind  being  right  aft  it  was 
all  they  could  do  to  steer  our  courses,  and  keep  the  boom  on  the  port- 
tide— .so  that  always  edging  up  to  the  eastward  might  make  the  differ- 
ence. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  I  learned  two  useful  lessons  from  this  our 
"first  grief," — viz: — never  to  set  sail  on  a  Sunday,  when  you  can  avoid 
i  s  I  apprehend  all  men  sailing  on  pleasure  can  do  ; — and  the  other 
1  »n  was  one  in  Seamanship,  which  I  strictly  adhere  to  as  a  general 
1  (no  rule  of  course  without  exceptions)  and  that  is  never  to  carry  our 
j      \q  kites  after  dark. 

ch  lessons  as  these  are  not  easily  forgotten, — nor  do  I  hope  the 
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impression!  which  they  are  so  well  calculated  to  make  on  the  mind  at 
the  time,  for  it  was  with  a  heart  truly  thankful  to  the  Great  Disposer 
of  events,  that  the  author  offered  up  his  prayer  of  gratitude  to  God  for 
our  escape.  The  imminence  of  our  danger  may  he  judged  of  by  reflect- 
ing on  the  fact  that,  had  the  men  on  the  look  out  only  relinquished 
their  post  for  the  time  required  to  sail  half  a  mile;  in  other  words  at  the 
rate  we  were  going  (90  miles  in  eight  hours)  had  they  left  their  look 
out  for  only  three  minutes,  we  should  have  been  a  total  wreck,  with 
scarcely  a  chance  of  our  lives! 


MY  CRADLE  BOAT.* 


BT  TOMMY   BLUFFBOW. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Five  ladies  and  five  gentlemen  were  too  many  for  my  small  yacht,  so 
after  moving  about  on  the  water  (for  it  was  nearly  a  stark  calm)  I  sug- 
gested we  should  go  ashore  and  spread  our  cloth  on  the  turf,  beneath 
the  shade  of  a  large  oak  tree;  and  thus  enjoy  our  pic-nic,  instead  of 
being  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  little  yacht. 

The  suggestion  was  speedily  fallen  in  with,  and  the  hamper  carried 
ashore.  Then  there  was  the  fun  and  difficulties  of  getting  the  ladies 
ashore  without  wetting  their  pretty  little  feet.  And  as  the  boat  could 
not  approach  very  close  to  the  beach,  there  was  no  other  way  than  by 
carrying  them  in  our  arms  ;  a  proceeding  which  occupied  a  long  time 
and  caused  much  merriment. 

Then  there  was  a  difficulty  experienced  by  some  of  the  ladies  to  know 
how  to  sit  down  properly  on  the  grass,  with  grace  and  ease  ;  and  so  as 
to  be  able  to  eujoy  the  repast  comfortably.  One  made  five  ineffectual 
attempts  before  she  could  place  herself  in  easy  attitude.  But  at  last  all 
did  ample  justice  to  the  viands;  and  said,  "a  pic-nic  was  certainly 
good  fun." 

The  water  still  continuing  unruffled  by  the  smallest  breeze,  and  the 
slopes  and  banks  of  the  river  being  charmingly  shady  and  pretty  ;  a 
stroll  ashore  was  suggested  instead  of  a  further  excursion  by  water :  and 
I  soon  found  myself  lost  in  deep  thought  with  no  one  near  me  bu  e 
beautiful  Kitty.  We  had  strolled  a  long  way  from  the  others,  b  e 
thinking  on  the  distance  we  had  gone.  I  am  a  very  bad  hand  at  ' 
making,  therefore  dare  not  expose  myself  to  the  ridicule  of  my  re        s 

*  Concluded  from  page  72. 
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by  relating  the  conversation  which  took  place  between  Kitty  and  myself 
on  that -memorable  walk.  I  will  only  add  that  I  thought  at  the  time 
I  never  saw  her  look  so  lovely  in  my  life,  and  I  could  have  wished  our 
walk  had  gone  on  for  hours  longer :  as  it  was  we  found  the  others 
waiting  to  embark  when  we  returned  to  the  old  oak  tree. 

We  had  only  a  few  miles  to  go  up  the  river  to  get  back  to  our  homes, 
bat  I  was  much  annoyed  to  find  both  my  men  had  been  making  too  free 
with  the  remains  of  the  bottles,  and  were  tipsy.  I  bad  a  great  mind  to 
leave  them  ashore,  but  thinking  it  so  short  a  distance  by  water  I  suffered 
them  to  aboard  :  when  fearing  they  should  topple  overboard  I  requested 
them  to  keep  below  in  the  forecastle,  whilst  Hart  and  I  undertook  the 
control  of  the  yacht :  but  for  want  of  wind,  the  tide  drove  us  on  the 
Mads,  and  we  were  detained  there  upwards  of  an  hour.  Having  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  off  safely,  we  landed  our  party,  escorted  them  home 
and  bade  them  good  night. 

Within  a  fortnight  of  this  adventure  Mr.  Weasel  was  very  busy 
about  a  marriage  settlement :  a  document  he  took  great  pains  with, 
because  the  young  lady,  the  subject  of  that  settlement,  had  neither 
fether  nor  mother :  and  Mr.  W.  had  been  requested  to  secure  the  lady's 
property  for  her  separate  use,  independently  of  the  control  of  her  hus- 
band ;  and  after  her  death  for  her  children! 

Mr.  Weasel  acted  exactly  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  and 
drew  up  a  complete  settlement,  which  he  tendered  for  execution  to  Miss 
Kitty  Murray,  and  afterwards  to  me!  As  soon  as  I  had  signed,  sealed, 
and  delivered  it  in  the  most  formal  manner,  Mr.  Weasel  smilingly 
observed:— 

"Now  sir,  you  are  at  liberty  to  marry  the  young  lady  as  soon  as  you 
please." 

What  a  startling  announcement,  "  marry  the  young  lady  as  soon  as 
you  please." 

"  What,"  I  thought  to  myself,  "  Tommy  Bluffbow  marry  Kitty 
Murray  ?" 

And  so  he  did. 

•  *•••• 

What  my  dear  old  aunt,  Miss  Arabella  Bluffbow  thinks  of  it,  I  do 
not  know,  I  have  never  seen  her  since  :  and  as  I  never  expect  a  farthing 
or '  r  money,  do  not  trouble  myself  to  look  after. 

at  John  Lester  thinks  of  it,  I  cannot  tell :  nor  do  I  know  whether 
b  as  ever  heard  of  it  or  not.  He  obtained  a  berth  on  board  an  East 
Ii  iman  after  he  left  my  service,  and  has  never  returned  to  England 
n 
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What  the  world  thinks  of  it  I  care  not  at  all  :  but  the  whole  village 
appeared  to  rejoice  at  the  event  ;  and  although  I  get  less  respect  paid 
me  as  a  married  man  than  as  a  bachelor  (at  least  by  the  ladies)  I  feel 
less  eager  to  gain  that  respect. 

What  my  readers  think  of  me  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  :  but 
probably  they  think  me  a  naughty  boy,  a  foolish  fellow,  a  love-sick 
booby,  or  a  simpleton,  or  perhaps  all  four. 

In  reply  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  care  for  no  one's  good  opinion  but 
that  of  my  amiable  little  wife :  for  such  I  have  found  in  the  humble 
cottage  girl,  who  has  figured  conspicuously  throughout  these  pages.  I 
am  blessed  with  two  dear  little  Kitty's,  both  the  image  of  their  mother, 
and  the  joy  of  their  father  ;  which  shows  that  Mr.  Weasel's  precaution 
of  providing  for  children  by  the  settlement  was  highly  necessary.  The 
only  objection  I  have  to  them  is,  that  I  do  not  approve  of  their  coming 
two  at  a  time  ;  because  I  am  not  always  prepared  with  two  cradles,  any 
more  than  I  am  with  two  "  Cradle  Boats." 


ANOTHER  AMERICAN  YACHT. 

Br  intelligence  received  from  New  York,  we  learn  that  a  small  yacht  is  get- 
ting ready  to  visit  Liverpool.  She  is  named  the  Charter  Oak,  is  sloop  rig- 
ged, and  her  lines,  judging  from  the  way  she  sits  on  the  water,  are  everything 
that  could  be  desired  to  insure  speed  and  bearing.  The  Charter  Oak  is  now 
taking  stores  on  board,  the  owner  having  determined  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
This  is  an  undertaking  of  great  daring,  as  will  be  perceived  from  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  vessel,  the  length  of  which  is  only  40  feet,  and  her  burthen  23 
tons.  Her  canvas  consists  of  mainsail,  jib,  flying  jib,  gaff- topsail,  square-sail, 
and  studding-sail — spreading  in  all  900  yards.  The  hull  is  built  of  white 
oak  timbers  and  frame,  with  hacmatack  knees ;  the  deck  is  of  white  pine  and 
the  ceiling  of  yellow  pine. 

She  was  built  by  her  owner,  Mr.  C.  R.  Webb,  a  native  of  Stamford,  Con- 
necticut, and  a  ship -carpenter  by  profession.  He  is  a  young  man,  and  has 
crossed  the  Atlantic  some  half  do£en  times  on  board  the  Phoenix  packet. 
The  crew  will  consist  of  the  mate,  Mr.  W.  A.  Tucker,  two  seamen,  and  a 
cook — in  all  five  hands,  including  Mr.  Webb,  as  captain. 

She  is  to  carry  provisions  and  water  for  90  days,  which  are  safely  stowed 
away  in  the  poop  cabin.  This  apartment  is  considerably  roomy  inside,  and 
contains  eight  berths,  a  cooking  stove,  coal  bin,  cask  of  water,  &c.  Mi  "7. 
feels  confident  of  reaching  Liverpool  within  three  weeks,  but  will,  if  post  i 
perform  the  voyage  in  less  time  than  the  yacht  America.  He  propc  o 
start  on  the  15th  inst.  (June,)  and  our  "  Cousins  "  recommend  the  Li\  >\ 
folks  to  look  out  about  the  8th  of  July  for  a  little  black  sloop,  wit1-  -  e 
water-line  and  deck  rail. 


X 
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Before  leaving  Rothesay  my  patience  was  sorely  tried  at  the  post- 
office,  where  I  went  to  get  my  letters  and  newspapers: — two  good  hours 
Had  I  to  wait  for  them;  not  alone  however,  for  there  was  a  large  hatch 
of  unfortunates  in  the  same  plight  as  myself,  the  post-master  coolly  in- 
forming us  all  that  "  If  we  waited  long  enough  we  should  get  what  we 
wanted."     This  was  adding  "  insult  to  injury,"  and  not  very  soothing  to 
the  angry  multitude,  and  to  me,  who  was  losing  the  best  part  of  the 
day,  with  the  wind  fair,  and  everything  ready  for  a  start  (I  was  anxious 
to  get  clear  of  the  land  before  nightfall,)  it  was  beyond  a  joke  rather, 
my  amiability  was  soon  run  out,  and  I  could  not  refrain  from  giving  the 
door  a  taste  of  my  brogues,  and  hinting  pretty  strongly  that  they  had 
better  open  it  at  once  before  the  pannels  were  stove  in.     This  perform- 
ance soon  brought  out  an  angry  official,  who  broke  out  with — "  Are  ye 
to  ashamed  o'yersel,  dingin  the  door  in  that  fashion?  Ye'll  no  get  yer 
letters  the  sooner,  I  can  tell  yel  "     "  Here,"  I  said,  "  look  at  this  notice 
fixed  outside — *  This  office  is  open  for  the  delivery  of  letters  and  pay- 
ment of  money  orders,  from  9  to  12  and  from  2  to  4.'     What  does  that 
mean?    Now  its  half-past  10,  and  if  you  don't  cash  this  order  at  once, 
111  write  to  the  Post-roaster-General!! "     "Wall,  wall,  let  the  door 
alone  and  come  in; "  which  I  did,  and  in  about  five  minutes  was  on  my 
way  rejoicing,  leaving  the  bewildered  post-master  to  the  mercy  of  the 
other  applicants,  who  seeing  my  success,  followed  up  the  advantage,  and 
no  doubt  got  what  they  wanted. 

When  I  got  on  board  again  at  half-past  1 1  all  was  ready  for  a  start,  ' 
the  vessel  had  been  warped  to  a  buoy  for  the  convenience  of  slipping  at 
once— -the  first  jib  hoisted  with  the  "  rotten  stops  "  ready  for  breaking; 
foresail  ready  for  running  up;  the  jib-headed  topsail  fluttering  in  the 
embrace  of  the  clewline;  and  after  securing  the  boats,  water  casks,  &c, 
the  tiller  was  shipped,  the  order  given  "  up  foresail — fore  sheet  to  wind- 
ward, ease  off  the  main  sheet — let  go  the  warp!"  the  topsail  is  sheeted 
home  and  we  are  away  once  more,  just  as  Rothesay  Church  chimes  the 
hour  of  noon.  It  is  a  beautiful  warm  sunny  day,  a  fine  breeze,  fresh  and 
fa'  with  smooth  water, — the  very  perfection  of  sailing,  and  the  bright 
gi  n  waves  rush  hissing  past  us,  as  we  dance  over  them  with  just 
ei     -*h  of  motion,  and  no  more,  to  keep  us  alive  and  brisk. 

>eing  past  twelve  "  we  made  the  sun  over  the  foreyard  "  of  course, 

•  Continued  from  page  131. 
6.— vol.  vi.  2 1 
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the  gentlemen  doing  it  in  half-and-half,  or  legitimate  grog,  — the  ladies 
performing  the  same  operation  in  "  Parfait  amour,"  or  curacoa.* 

Here  we  are  off  Holy  Haven  and  Lamlash  again,  its  only  five  days 
since  we  were  here  before,  and  yet  how  much  we  seem  to  have  seen  in 
that  time— -the  breeze  falls  light,  so  we  shift  the  No.  3  topsail  for  No.  2; 
in  the  meantime  we  will  go  below  to  lunch,  for 

"  Lips  tho'  rosy,  must  be  fed.* 

This  over  we  go  on  deck,  and  the  breeze  still  failing  we  again  shift  top- 
sails and  set  our  largest:  by  this  time  we  were  abreast  of  Pladda  Island, 
old  Ailsa's  shadowy  outline  looming  in  the  blue  distance,  and  the  Irish 
land  fax  far  away,  shewing  clear  and  distinct  on  the  starboard  hand.  We 
have  the  sea  breeze  now,  and  that  dark  streak  to  windward  tells  us  we 
are  going  to  have  more  of  it,  but,  being  still  fair,  so  much  the  better. 

Why  we  are  abreast  of  "  the  Craig  1"  tho'  its  not  two  hours  since  we 
passed  Lamlash;  if  we  carry  this  breeze  all  night  we  shall  be  in  Douglas 
Bay  before  daylight  tomorrow, — fifteen  miles  from  the  Pladda  to  the 
Craig  in  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  is  not  bad  sailing.  The  sea 
however  rises  rapidly,  especially  as  we  near  Corsewill  Point.  The  sea 
always  gets  up  about  5  p.m.  we  think,  (our  hour  for  dinner,  which  is 
partaken  of  less  composedly  than  luncheon  was,)— somebody  upsets  a 
glass  of  beer,—"  Whose  potatoe  is  that  in  my  wine  glass?"  How  un- 
lucky,—the  salt  is  spilt,  and  so  is  the  sauceboat,  and  a  flood  of  brown 
gravy  that  has  been  ebbing  and  flowing  with  the  swing  of  the  table  at 
last  breaks  its  bounds  and  trickles  all  over  my  nice  white  trousers,  that 
I  have  token  such  a  pride  in  all  day. 

The  steward  who  has  been  reeling  to  and  fro,  making  wild  dashes  at 
the  plates  and  dishes  with  the  insane  idea  that  he  is  handing  them 
round,  succeeds  at  last  in  removing  them.  By-and-by  we  hear  a  smash- 
ing sound  which  bodes  no  good  to  the  crockery:— anon  he  appears  with 
lengthened  countenance,  and  apologises  for  the  non-appearance  of  the 
rice  pudding,  which  having  been  stowed  away  on  the  lee  side  of  the 
captain's  cabin,  had  been  incontinently  sat  upon  by  the  unfortunate 
skipper,  either  through  ignorance  or  a  surge  of  the  vessel.  Well,  never 
mind,  accidents  will  happen,  &a— clear  the  table,  and  as  the  evening  is 
waxing  cold  I'll  have  some  hot  toddy  as  we  are  in  Scotch  waters  yet. 
(When  I  go  to  Ireland,  whisky  punch  is  my  usual  beverage;  ir  w  * 
of  course,  I  take  "  malt  and  hops," — at  any  rate  at  dinner  time. 

However,  the  evening  being  breezy  and  chilly,  I  took  my  wanr 

•  By  the  way,  curacoa  and  sherry  in  equal  parts  make  the  best  bi 
know. 
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and  went  on  deck  to  confer  with  the  skipper,  and  see  how  we  were  get- 
ting on. 

We  were  just  clear  of  {he  Clyde  as  the  setting  sun  was  pouring  a 
glorious  flood  of  ruddy  light  oyer  sea  and  sky,  the  Morne  mountains  in 
Ireland  being  so  distinctly  thrown  out  in  dark  relief  they  appeared  to  be 
only  a  few  miles  from  us,  while  Ailsa  Craig,  only  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles 
away,  looked  like  nothing  more  than  a  great  red  port  wine  stain  in  the 
sky. 

We  were  rapidly  running  along  the  land  past  Corsewill  Point,  at  the 
rate  of  9  and  10  knots,  when  the  skipper  with  a  touch  of  his  cap,  draws 
my  attention  to  an  object  close  on  Laggan  Point,  which  as  we  near 
tarns  out  to  be  the  after  part  of  a  steamer,  the  fore  part  entirely  gone, 
and  the  after  deck  nearly  so;  but  the  funnel  and  two  masts  still  standing. 
From  her  black  and  white  chimney  we  knew  her  to  be  one  of  the  Liver- 
pool and  Glasgow  line  of  steamers  (we  afterwards  learnt  she  was  the 
Princess  Royal,)  which  had  got  on  the  rocks  in  a  fog  just  inside  the 
beacon  placed  on  Laggan  Point  She  belonged  to  the  same  Company 
that  owned  the  unfortunate  Orion,  which  went  down  on  a  calm  summer's 
morning  (when  every  one  was  asleep,  including  the  look  out  man,)  only 
a  few  miles  from  this  place,  when  so  many  lives  were  sacrificed. 

At  lOh.  p  m.  we  were  off  the  Mull  of  Galloway  (only  twenty-one 
miles  from  the  Point  of  Ay  re,)  and  having  passed  it,  both  sea  and  wind 
fell  considerably.  Between  1  and  2  a.m.  we  were  in  Ramsey  Bay, 
when  I  turned  in,  as  it  was  ray  watch  below  by  that  time,  and  about 
3b.  we  anchored  in  Douglas  Bay. 

We  rose  next  morning  (and  a  bright  summer's  morning  it  was,)  as 
fresh  as  possible,  and  I  rather  think  my  party,  now  they  found  they 
were  safe  back  again  to  the  point  we  started  from,  and  the  cruise  brought 
to  a  successful  close,  felt  a  secret  pride  in  themselves  as  experienced 
voyagers,  and  adventurous  mariners,  and  hurried  ashore  after  breakfast 
to  receive  the  congratulations  of  our  friends. 

In  Douglas  I  remained  some  time,  as  I  was  much  interested  in  the 

Regatta  about  to  be  held  there;  and  a  more  delightful  bay,  or  one  better 

aaited  for  a  regatta,  could  not  be.     Moreover,  the  island  placed  as  it  is 

midway  between  England   Scotland  and  Ireland,  has  always  a  large 

~"~ndance  of  yachts.     Another  advantage  is  that  you  may  lay  in  stores 

/  cheaply  at  the  Isle  of  Man,  not  so  much  so  as  at  Jersey  or  Guern- 

certainly,  but  at  a  very  much  lower  rate  than  in  any  other  part  of 

kingdom.     I  have  often   thought  that  if  a  Central  United  Yacht 

tb  could  be  established  in  Douglas,  consisting  of  Members  of  any 

'al  Yacht  Club  it  would  be  very  desirable  and  would  be  well  supported. 
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From  its  central  position  in  the  Irish  Channel,  Douglas  is  especially 
adapted  for  such  a  project,  moreover  Government  have  recently  sur- 
veyed the  bay,  and  declared  their  intention  of  making  a  floating  harbour 
there.  This  done,  nothing  would  then  be  wanting  to  make  it  one  of 
finest  yachting  stations  in  Great  Britain.  There  are  first'  class  hotels 
about  the  bay  and  harbour,  where  rooms  and  sufficient  accommodation 
might  be  procured,  or  land  for  a  Club-house  may  be  got  at  a  moderate 
price. 

I  have  heard  now  and  again  of  sundry  rumours  of  a  Society  proposed 
to  be  formed,  a  sort  of  Yachting  Brotherhood,  wherein  none  are  to  be 
admitted  but  those  who  have  some  practical  knowledge  of  yachting  in 
its  various  branches.  It  is  suggested,  I  believe,  to  class  this  body  in 
two  or  more  grades  according  to  proficiency  ;  the  candidate  in  every 
case  to  go  through  an  examination. 

I  should  certainly  like  to  see  such  a  scheme  carried  out  successfully, 
and  well  organised.  I  think  it  is  feasible,  and  I  am  sure  of  one  thing, 
there  are  many  of  the  Irish  Channel  yachtsmen  (by  which  I  mean  the 
Royal  Mersey,  Royal  Western  of  Ireland,  and  Royal  Northern,  &c.,) 
who  would  be  ready  to  join,  and  moreover  are  fully  competent  to  pass 
a  stimsh  examination,  either  in  Navigation,  Seamanship,  or  the  construc- 
tion of  vessels  ;  and  I  repeat  that  Douglas,  with  an  United  Club-house 
such  as  I  have  suggested  would  be  the  very  place  for  testing  the  value 
of  the  scheme  I  have  just  referred  to. 

I  must  now  leave  my  log  awhile,  and  hasten  over  a  long  and  sorrowful 
period,  owing  to  an  event  which  it  is  not  my  wish  or  my  province  to 
dwell  upon  in  these  pages.  Intelligence  reached  me  two  days  previous 
to  the  Regatta,  that  a  dear  brother,  who  had  just  got  leave  from  his 
regiment  purposely  to  join  me,  had  been  carried  off  after  a  few  days9 
illness.  I  had  been  hourly  expecting  him  in  a  friend's  yacht  from  Ire- 
land ;  and,  under  these  circumstances  the  shock  was  doubly  severe. 

It  was  Saturday,  the  2nd  of  August,  when  I  again  joined  the  yacht, 
and  at  lOh.   p.m.  that  evening,  left  Douglas  with  all  the  large  canvas 
set ;  light  breezes,  but  steady  from  N.W.     Our  destination  was  Beau- 
maris, where  we  anchored  next  morning  at  7  o'clock,  after  a  ple*«*nt 
run  of  nine  horn's.    Just  as  we  rounded  to  off  Beaumaris  pier  the  b: 
dropped  to  a  dead  calm,  and  it  was  a  cause  of  much  congratulation 
ourselves  that  we  had  scraped  in  before  it  did  so,  thus  avoiding  a  I 
at  sea  all  the  day.     As  it  was,  the  awning  was  rigged,  all  the  skyli 
opened  wide,  the  wind  funnels  brought  into  play,  while  we,  now  and 
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to  diversify  the  cooling  process,  dabbled  about  the  sand  barefooted,  col- 
lecting shells,  &c. 

The  next  day  or  two  was  spent  much  in  the  same  manner,  but  on 
Thursday  7th,  tired  of  waiting  for  a  wind,  we  sent  for  our  pilot,  and 
determined  to  "  tide  it"  through  the  Straits  at  once. 

A  favourite  spot  of  mine  is  Carnarvon,  with  its  noble  castle  and  quaint 
old  houses;  the  Menai  Straits  with  its  shores  fringed  with  luxuriant 
woods,  smooth  green  swards,  and  pretty  quiet  little  creeks,  and  Pen- 
mon  Mawr,  Snowdon,  and  the  magnificent  range  of  mountains  between 
them  as  a  back  ground  and  on  a  fine  August  evening,  when  the  sun  is 
setting  in  the  west  to  watch  the  purple  shadows  gradually  subduing  the 
golden  light  diffused  over  the  mountains  opposite,  and  again  in  their 
turn  giving  way  to  the  silvery  gleam  of  the  glorious  harvest  moon,  is  a 
sight  of  rare  loveliness  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 

The  evening  of  the  7th  was  indescribably  charming,  as  we  were 
borne  gently  on  by  the  tide  alone— not  a  breath,  not  a  ripple,  or  sound, 
save  now  and  then  the  cool  gurgle  of  the  tide  along  the  smooth  copper, 
and  everything  so  perfectly  in  unison  with  the  dreamy  silence  around, 
that  to  have  moved  one  foot  faster  would  have  spoiled  all.  All  onboard 
fell  imperceptibly  into  the  enjoyment  of  this  true  "  otium  cum  dignitate" 
as  we  lay  on  a  sort  of  divan  we  had  established  aft,  with  cushions  and 
mattresses;  the  very  pipes  of  the  smokers  had  gone  out  from  sheer 
laziness;  the  helmsman  alone,  being  the  only  one  awake  apparently. 

Most  reluctantly  at  last  were  we  aroused  by  the  order  "  Stand  by  to 
see  the  anchor  all  clear!"  but  now  all  was  life,  for  the  roadstead  was 
studded  with  yachts  and  other  vessels,  boats  flitting  to  and  fro,  and 
scores  of  people  crowding  the  pier,  and  we  started  to  our  feet  as  we 
swung  round  to  our  anchor  ;  just  as  the  Commodore's  sunset  gun  was 
waking  up  the  echoes  around,  and  the  blue  flag  descending  from  the 
Club-house  flagstaff. 

Here  we  were  warmly  greeted  by  many  old  comrades,  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  we  got  on  shore,  so  numerous  were  the  calls  we  were  compelled 
to  make  on  our  way. 

The  Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club  held  their  regatta  on  the  8th  August, 
and  though  the  attendance  and  entry  of  yachts  was  but  meagre,  the  day 
was  clear  and  sunny,  the  town  full  of  holiday  people,  funny  looking  old 
ten  in  their  red  cloaks  and  hats — rosy  young  "Jenny  Jones's,"  &c: 
Club-house  terrace  and  walls  crowded  with  gay  parties  of  ladies  and 
tlemen; — and  a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  day  was  the  result, 
'he  sailing  matches  owing  to  a  scantiness  of  wind  were  not  very  inter- 
ig  ;  but  to  tell  the  truth  the  other  attractions  were  so  powerful  we 
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hardly  heeded  the  racing;  so  long  as  we  knew  our  friends  were  winning, 
we  were  satisfied. 

A  fine  display  of  fireworks  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Castle,  and  a  ball 
wound  up  the  regatta;  and  the  next  day  having  collected  together  a 
pleasant  party  of  yachtsmen,  good  and  true,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
Llanberis  Lake  and  Pass  and  Snowdon,  which  are  within  a  short  drive 
of  Carnarvon,  (not  more  than  6  or  7  miles,)  we  mustered  at  the  Sports- 
man Hotel,  where  the  landlord,  Mr.  Rae,  had  prepared  us  a  four-horse 
omnibus,  in  which,  (stowed  away  under  the  seats,)  Mrs.  Rae,  the  most 
obliging  and  attentive  of  hostesses  had  placed  sundry  means  and  appli- 
ances, the  had  devised  for  our  comfort  and  refreshment  on  the  journey, 
which  received  our  fullest  approbation  I  must  admit. 

A  pleasant  drive  of  about  an  hour  brought  us  to  Llanberis  and  the 
Victoria  Hotel,  where  after  ordering  dinner,  our  party  separated  for  a 
time;  some  to  fish  the  lake,  or  stroll  about ;  and  the  rest,  myself  included, 
collecting  all  the  horse-flesh,  (horses  I  can  scarcely  call  them,  for  the 
whole  lot  hadn't  more  than  two  legs  amongst  them,)  and  rode  through 
the  Pass,  a  distance  of  7  miles.  This  Pass  is  remarkably  striking  in  its 
savage  grandeur,  and  the  still  black  lake  with  Snowdon  rising  abruptly 
from  its  margin,  lends  additional  interest  to  the  scene.  A  thunder- 
storm amid  these  crags  must  be  grand  beyond  measure,  for  the  reverbe- 
rations caused  by  the  blasting  in  the  slate  quarries  at  Llanberis  even, 
produced  effects  perfectly  startling  ;  echoing  alternately  from  side  to 
side,  at  one  time  over  our  heads,  and  then  apparently  miles  off.  We 
rode  as  rapidly  as  the  condition  of  our  steeds  would  admit  of,  and  many 
were  the  stumbles,  and  narrow  were  the  escapes  we  had  ;  but  we  re- 
turned to  our  inn  in  safety;  and  our  party  having  reassembled  we  sat 
down  to  a  good  dinner,  with  the  best  of  all  sauces— a  good  appetite. 
I  need  not  say  ours  was  a  happy  party,  for  nothing  to  my  mind  is  like 
a  reunion  of  yachtsmen,  known  to  each  other  perhaps  for  years,  and  yet 
never  meeting  except  on  occasions  like  these  ;  collected  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  notes  are  compared,  reminiscences  called  up,  old  friend- 
ships revived  with  all  the  kindliest  and  best  feelings,  which  the  stories 
of  auld  lang  syne  (recalled  first  by  one  and  then  another)  are  sure  to 
call  forth. 

We  returned  to  Carnarvon  about  eleven  in  the  midst  of  a  whole  Rale 
of  wind  which  had  been  brewing  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  as  w  1 
assembled  on  the  pier  we  could  see  our  vessels  now  and  then  a?  b 
moon  broke  dimly  through  the  driving  clouds,  pitching  and  scei  J 
heavily,  and  sometimes  taking  the  sea9  bodily  over  the  bows.  Gettir  i 
board  was  out  of  the  question,  fi>r  even  if  the  boats  could  be  sent 
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the  sea  surging  high  on  the  landing  slip  would  have  prevented  any 
attempt  to  come  alongside,  moreover  we  could  not  make  ourselves  heard 
from  the  pier  end,  so  we  went  quietly  back  to  the  Sportsman  Hotel 
to  spend  the  night,  and  as  we  could  see  by  the  fitful  glances  of  the 
signal  lantern  hung  on  the  forestay-,  that  the  watch  on  deck  was  wakeful 
we  went  away  the  less  anxious- 
It  had  been  my  intention  to  sail  south  from  Carnarvon  at  once,  bat 
ft*  several  of  my  friends  were  returning  to  Liverpool,  I  thought  it  need 
not  be  much  out  of  my  way,  so  on  Monday  I  offered  to  convey  them 
back,  and  a  merry  party  we  had.  Loth  was  I  to  part  with  them,  but 
southward,  hoi  was  the  word,  and  after  staying  three  or  lour  days  in 
Liverpool  we  "  up  stick  onee  more/9  The  Mersey  is  certainly  not  a 
good  yachting  station,  heavy  tides  and  a  crowded  river  must  ever  prevent 
it  becoming*  so,  nevertheless  better  yachtsmen  than  the  Royal  Mersey* 
are  hard  to  be  found,  and  the  very  drawbacks  to  the  station  seem  ta 
Have  brought  out  their  good  qualities,  go  where  you  will,  the  "Liver  and 
Crown,"  is  sure  to  be  there.  Well,  at  noon  on  the  16th,  having  taken 
my  brother  and  a  friend  on  board,  we  turned  our  heads  seaward,  with  a 
long  cruise  before  us,  the  wind  was  nowhere,  and  we  had  to  get  the  gig 
ahead  to  tow  to  the  Rock  Light,  which  we  passed  at  one  p.m.;  here  we 
got  the  first  of  the  ebb  which  brought  us  a  fine  fair  breeie  and  carried 
us  rapidly  out  to  sea.  At  10a.  p.nu,  we  were  off  the  Skerries  near 
Holyhead,  where  we  met  an  adverse  tide  which  delayed  us  nearly  four 
hours,  our  turn  again  came,  and  the  next  ebb  carried  us  past  Bardsea 
Island,  the  entrance  to  Cardigan  Bay. 

Now  the  wind  freshens,  and  at  3h.  p.m.,  the  topsail  is  taken  in,  top- 
mast housed,  and  the  vessel  made  snug.  Sunday  morning,  breaks  dull 
and  gloomy,  and  very  breezy  looking.  We  are  now  (about  seven  o'clock) 
about  half-way  across  Cardigan  Bay,  noted  for  its  fatal  indraught, 
which  has  been  the  destruction  of  so  many  noble  ships  sailing  to  and 
from  Liverpool;  Some  years  since  a  yacht  too  was  lost  on  the  bar,  off 
Barmouth;  the  owner  and  his  wife,  (and  another  lady  I  believe  were  on 
board,)  but  every  soul  was  lost,  and  nothing  was  ever  seen  of  the  vessel 
but  the  iron  ballast  she  had  left  on  the  bar.  Besides  the  indraught  there 
i*,  I  understand,  a  local  attraction  near  here  that  effects  the  compass, 
and  which  was  the  cause  of  the  above  catastrophe. 

noon  we  were  off  the  Bishop  and  Clerks,  (most  unsanctimonious 
1<  ing  rocks,)  and  seeing  several  vessels  going  through  the  Ramsay 
3  id  we  resolved  to  follow  them,  and  attaching  ourselves  to  a  very 
a!  ile  schooner,  were  piloted  safely  through,  besides  learning  a  good  deal 
oi     formation  as  to  tides,  &c. 
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Jack's  Sound  came  next,  and  we  thought  we  could  not  do  better  than 
follow  the  same  rule  (and  the  same  vessel,)  so  hove  to,  to  let  the  schooner 
lead.  There  is  a  rock  right  in  the  middle  of  this  passage,  to  avoid  it, 
keep  pretty  close  to  the  mainland.  It  so  happened  that  only  two  days 
before  a  large  yacht  from  Liverpool  struck  on  this  very  rock  and  seriously 
damaged  herself,  and  I  should  advise  all  strangers  never  to  take  either 
Jack's  or  Ramsay  Sound,  except  when  absolutely  necessary,  and  in  all 
cases  to  have  a  pilot 

Having  made  St.  Ann's,  we  had  a  dead  beat  up  to  Milford  against 
a  strong  breeze  of  wind,  and  at  half-past  three  p.m.,  we  came  to  anchor. 
We  found  afterwards  that  Neyland  is  the  most  convenient  place  to 
anchor  at,  as  there  you  are  close  to  the  railway.  Pembroke  Dock  is  about 
three  miles  higher  up.  We  were  not  sorry  to  have  got  thus  far,  as  the 
weather  was  getting  very  wild  and  there  must  by  this  time  have  been  a 
very  heavy  sea  outside.  The  screw  steamer  from  Liverpool  that  was 
advertised  to  leave  there  at  noon  on  Saturday  (the  same  hour  we  left) 
only  came  in  at  seven,  p.m.  on  Sunday;  and  next  day  in  the  height  of 
the  gale,  we  were  considerably  astonished  by  the  arrival  of  the  Mona 
yacht,  of  only  15  tons,  belonging  C.  C.  Pole,  Esq.,  who  had  left  Car- 
narvon that  morning!  We  were  kept  at  Milford  five  days  from  stress 
of  weather,  and  I  must  say  we  had  much  rather  have  been  detained 
anywhere  else,  as  with  the  exception  of  the  dockyard  there  was  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  see  or  do. 


MATCH  BETWEEN  THE  SHADOW  AND  COQUETTE. 

The  yachting  season  commenced  at  Ryde  on  Thursday  the  7th  of  May, 
by  a  private  match  for  £50  aside  between  the  Shadow,  cutter,  53  tons, 
Sir  G.  E.  Gilbert  East;  and  the  Coquette,  schooner,  47  tons,  J.  H. 
Smith-Pigott,  Esq. 

It  appears  this  match  had  been  in  contemplation  some  time  previous 
to  the  event  coming  off ;  and  on  the  approach  of  the  appointed  period 
great  fears  were  entertained  that  the  Shadow  would  not  be  able  to  leave 
Bembridge  harbour,  owing  to  the  contrariness  of  the  winds,  however,  on 
the  day  before  the  contest  she  made  her  appearance  in  tow  of  a  steam 
tug,  which  having  cast  off,  she  continued  to  cruise  about  durinj  '  * 
remainder  of  the  day;  in  order  to  test  her  spars,  and  rigging,  ana  t 
ready  for  the  trial  of  speed,  seamanship,  and  judgment.  Our  friend  ) 
proprietor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Observer,  has  furnished  us  wit1  8 
following  account  of  the  sailing  : — 

On  Thursday  morning  both  yachts  took  up  their  stations,  Co*        * 
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on  the  northern  Admiralty  buoy,  and  Shadow  on  the  southern,  in  a  line 
with  Ryde  pier,  the  Coquette  having  the  windward  berth.  At  9h.  30m. 
a  "challenge"  gun  was  fired  from  the  B.  V.  Y.  C.  battery,  which  both 
yachts  accepted  ;  and  the  following  canvas  was  allowed  to  be  set;  the 
schooner,  mainsail  and  fore-and-aft  fore- sail;  the  cutter,'  mainsail  only. 
Both  sailed  under  the  red  burgee  of  the  Club. 

At  five  minutes  to   10  o'clock  the  "preparatory"  gun  was  fired,  and 
the  crews  were  alert  to  outvie  each  other. 

At  lOh.  the  "  starting*  gun  was  fired,  the  jib  and  foresail  of  both 
yachts  were  instantly  set,  and  they  slipped  from  their  moorings,  Coquette 
slightly  leading.  The  wind  was  East,  and  blew  quite  fresh,  with  a 
flood  tide.  Course,  round  the  Isle  of  Wight,  out  to  the  eastward ;  con- 
sequently it  was  a  dead  beat  against  tide.  Each  yacht  first  reached  in- 
shore, and  made  a  series  of  short  boards  to  shun  the  strength  of  the  tide; 
but  on  the  third  reach  off,  the  Coquette  made  an  evident  mistake  in  not 
going  about  sooner,  as  upon  the  next  reach  the  Shadow  weathered  her, 
before  they  arrived  at  the  Sandhead.  Nothing  was  noticeable  after  until 
they  came  abreast  of  Sea  View,  when  the  Coquette  laid  her  course  to 
the  East  end,  while  the  Shadow  went  about,  in  order  to  weather  and 
leave  the  Noman  buoy  on  the  starboard  hand.  Of  course  this  made  a 
great  difference  ;  either  the  Shadow  had  gone  a  good  deal  out  of  her 
way,  or  the  Coquette  had  forfeited  her  stakes  by  not  carrying  out  the 
condition  of  the  course.  Upon  enquiry  at  head-quarters  we  ascertained 
that  the  agreement  was,  all  buoys  to  be  left  on  the  starboard  hand  :  so 
that  the  Coquette  was  wrong. 

After  rounding  the  Noman  buoy,  the  Shadow  followed  in  the  wake 

of  the  Coquette,  for  a  run  down  channel  to  the  Needles  ;  they  went  out 

of  sight,  from  Ryde  as  follows  : — 

h.   m.    s.  1                        '  h.    m.    s. 

Coquette 11    3    40  |  Shadow 11     15    10 

The  Shadow  rapidly  overhauling  her  opponent  On  rounding  the 
Foreland,  the  Coquette  set  balloon  jib,  square-sail,  and  two  gaff- top -sails, 
the  Shadow,  balloon  jib  and  gaff-top-sail.  Off  Bonchurch  the  Coquette 
was  one  mile  and-a-half  ahead,  which  was  increased  to  three  miles  off 
St  Catherine's ;  but  the  wind  gradually  drew  to  the  southward  with  the 
ebb  tide,  so  that  the  advantage  to  the  Coquette  was  lessened,  and  when 
f  irrived  at  the  Needles  she  was  jammed  by  an  hour's  ebb,  which 
i  ved  the  Shadow  to  come  up.  Both  then  beat  up  the  West  Channel, 
i  ing  tack  for  tack,  until  they  arrived  abreast  of  Sconce,  when  the 
la  brig,  not  knowing  probably  the  yachts  were  in  a  race,  being  on 
i       "-rack  of  the  Coquette  would  not  give  way,  so  that  the  schooner  had 
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to  go  about,  which  allowed  her  opponent  to  pass  her.  The  Shadow 
afterwards  gradually  gathered  ahead,  and  off  Cowes  was  a  mile  and 
a-half  to  the  windward  of  Coquette. 

At  5  o'clock  both  hove  in  sight  of  Ryde,  and  after  a  short  reach 
towards  Osborne,  both  made  for  the  goal,  arriving  as  follows  :— 

h.    m.   a.   I  h.   m.   s. 

Shadow 6      5    25  I  Coquette 6    21      5 

Thus  only  beating  by  15  minutes  40  seconds, — a  much  less  distance 
than  any  nautical  judge  would  have  anticipated. 

Taking  this  match  as  a  whole  it  was  a  very  spirited  affair,  and  is 
indicative  that  the  great  national  sport  of  yachting  is  not  on  the  decline. 
With  the  slight  exception  we  named  at  the  commencement,  the  Coquette 
was  well  handled,  and  very  skilfully  pilotted,  especially  at  the  East  end, 
but  the  vessel  was  not  quick  in  stays,  which  was  an  immense  disad- 
vantage with  the  strong  flood  against  her  in  making  for  the  Warner. 
As  the  sails  of  the  Shadow  were  bent  only  the  day  before,  and  her  trim 
not  being  properly  ascertained,  she  did  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  but 
not  so  well  as  she  is  evidently  capable  of  doing,  No  accident  occurred 
to  mar  the  pleasures  of  the  day,  or  to  afford  an  excuse  for  losing  or 
winning.  Mr.  Pigott  entertained  a  large  party  on  board,  in  fact  he 
made  it  a  pleasure  trip,  and  the  ladies  behaved  admirably,  which  in  a 
"  six-knot  breeze'1  is  saying  a  great  deal. 

There  was  a  capital  little  episode  in  beating  home  ;  the  little  cutter 
Triton,  belonging  to  Mr.  Mears,  hove  to  at  the  Needles,  and  waited  the 
return  of  the  racers,  and  kept  up  with  them,  making  tack  for  tack  from 
the  Needles  to  Cowes.  The  Snake  cutter,  Captain  George  Brigstocke, 
accompanied  the  yachts  round,  and  was  by  no  means  a  bad  antagonist 
The  crews  were  entertained  on  the  Saturday  following,  by  their  owners, 
with  a  liberal  dinner,  each  party  on  board  their  respective  craft ;  the 
"  Coquettes"  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  "  that  had  the  start  been 
an  hour  later  they  would  have  beaten  their  opponent," 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

The  first  match  for  the  season  of  1857,  was  contested  on  the  o? 

May,  on  the  Thames,  by  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  above  Clu  « 
the  following  regulations  :— 

The  first  gun  (on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer)  will  be  for  the  yachts  t.  ice 

their  stations;— No.  1  taking  the  Southernmost  buoy,  the  others  folic    *  to 
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numerical  succession ;  the  Commodore  or  other  officer  m  charge  of  the  match 
will  inspect  the  yachts  when  at  their  buoys,  after  which  the  second  gun  will 
be  fired  to  prepare ;  and  then  in  an  interval  of  about  five  minutes,  the  third 
gun  to  start. 

The  coarse  to  be  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Head  and  back  again  to 
Erith: — The  yachts  will  round  the  steamer  at  the  Chapman,  keeping  her  on 
the  port  band ;  and  on  returning  to  Erith,  will  pass  the  winning  buoy  to  the 
southward,  keeping  the  bnoy  on  the  starboard  hand. 

The  crew  of  each  yacht  not  to  exceed  one  hand  for  every  two  tons,  no 
including  (he  Member  steering,  and  one  friend.    Vessels  of  an  odd  number 
of  tons,  classing  with  the  nearest  tonnage  larger. 

No  restriction  as  to  rig  or  canvas. 

No  ballast  to  be  unshipped,  shifted,  or  trimmed,  during  the  match,  or  the 
Yacht  will  be  disqualified :  and  no  water  ballast  allowed. 

No  one  but  a  Member  of  this  Club  allowed  to  steer. 

The  Officer  in  charge  of  the  match  is  empowered  to  shorten  the  course, 
if  necessary,  when  the  steamer  will  be  brought  to  an  anchor,  and  a  gun  fired 
to  intimate  the  same. 

On  our  Dealing  Erith  the  telescopes  were  at  work  to  discover  if  any 
of  the  entered  vessels  had  levanted,  but  great  was  the  joy  on  hoard  when 
it  was  ascertained  that  all  bad  put  in  an  appearance, — "  the  band"  if  we 
nay  be  pardoned  for  using  the  word,  struck  np  something,  but  what 
they  themselves  only  know. 

The  following  yachts  were  at  their  moorings: — 

J  umbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1 857. 


Ko. 


Yachts'  Names. 


875|Silver  Cloud. 

546 

607 

981 


Julia. , 

Little  Mosquito. 
Valentine.......... 


Big. 

Ton. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

7 
7 
8 
7 

Owners. 


Commodore  B.  Hewett,  Esq. 
P.  Turner,  Esq. 
E.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq. 
J.  Fradgley,  Esq. 


The  respective  partisans  after  a  careful  scrutiny  began  to  invest  the 
needful,  and  the  drawing  for  chances  also  was  much  in  vogue.  Each 
little  craft  looked  very  clean  and  neat,  —fresh  paint,  white  canvas,  and 
well  scrubbed  decks  ;  showing  that  'their  crews  had  a  desire  to  conform 
to  the  Sanitary  laws. 

The  prizes  to  be  sailed  for  were  exhibited,  and  consisted  of  a  Silver 

Cup  and  cover,  given  by  the  Club,  of  the  value  of  Thirty-five  guineas 

f<     the  first  yacht ;  a  Silver  Cup,  presented  by  C.  F.  Chubb,  Esq.,  the 

I      Drary  Secretary,  of  the  value  of  Ten  guineas,  for  the  second  yacht; 

•     a  Silver  Cup  of  the  value  of  Six  guineas,  presented  by  the  Auditors, 

$    the  third  yacht.     They  were  manufactured  by  Mr,  Benson  of  Lud- 
{     i  Hill. 
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The  coarse  was  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Head  and  back.  One 
minute  per  ton  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage. 

After  some  delay  in  inspecting  the  competitors,  and  giving  the  neces- 
sary instructions,  the  starting  gun  belched  forth  the  welcome  sound  at 
I2h.  21m.  10s.  and  then  the  exciting  scene  of  swinging  round,  and 
hoisting  canvas  caused  a  Babel-like  noise  on  board  the  steamer.  The 
Little  Mosquito  was  first  round  and  under  canvas, — Valentine  second, 
Julia  third,  and  Silver  Cloud  last,  which,  as  on  a  former  occasion  had 
some  difficulty  to  set  her  cloth.  The  Valentine  had  her  jib-headed  top- 
sail set  first,  and  bowled  ahead,  followed  closely  by  Little  Mosquito,  and 
Julia,  with  square-headed  topsail  set.  Silver  Cloud  hoisted  an  immense 
topsail,  and  away  they  rattled  at  a  good  pace  through  the  Rands. 
When  near  Purfleet  the  Julia  shot  past  the  Mosquito  and  Valentine,  and 
became  first  vessel ;  Silver  Cloud  also  passed  Mosquito  to  windward, 
overhauled  Julia  and  passed  her,  leaving  the  Valentine  all  alone  in  her 
glory. 

Off  Gray's  Silver  Cloud  jibed,  and  Julia  stood  on.  After  passing 
Broadness  Point  Silver  Cloud  again  jibed  to  leeward,  and  Julia  took  the 
lead  again,  which  she  increased,  so  that  when  off  Northfleet  she  was 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ahead  of  Silver  Cloud,  to  which  vessel  the 
Mosquito  was  creeping  up  to  leeward,  Valentine  considerably  behind. 

Off  Rosherville  Silver  Cloud  having  caught  up  the  breeae  challenged 
Julia  for  lead,  and  a  struggle  took  place  between  them,  which  the  Julia 
succeeded  in  maintaining.  Off  Lower  Gravesend  Mosquito  drew  gra- 
dually on  Silver  Cloud,  and  passed  to  windward,  also  passed  Julia  and 
became  the  leader,  which  she  did  not  long  retain.  At  this  juncture  the 
race  was  very  fine,  and  the  three  yachts  so  dose  that,  to  use  a  sporting 
phrase, — a  sheet  would  have  covered  them.  The  Valentine  a  long  way 
in  the  rear.     AH  of  them  had  now  set  square-sails,  except  Mosquito. 

Off  Holy  Haven  it  was  a  mere  drifting  match,  and  here  the  Valentine 
succeeded  in  overhauling  the  trio.  "  Go  ahead/'  said  the  captain  of  the 
steamer,  and  away  we  smoked  for  the  Chapman,  and  dropped  the  mud- 
hook.  All  eyes  were  now  turned  cockneyward,  watchiug  the  progress 
of  the  wee  barkies,  as  they  came  sweeping  along  jauntily, — first  came 
the  saucy  Julia,  with  the  ever  pleasing  face  of  a  certain  M.D.,  radiant 
with  delight  at  the  prospect  of  his  pet  being  hailed  the  winner  ; — next 
the  Silver  Cloud  with  her  joyous  owner  at  the  helm; — then  followt  > 
Little  Mosquito  with  Dan  Hatcher,  and  lastly  the  Valentine  steer.  r 
a  jolly  Guest,  with  Ben  (not  the  boatswain)  on  board: — they  re  I 
according  to  our  time  thus: — 


h.    m.    8. 

Julia 2    48    10 

Silver  Cloud 2    48    53 


h. 

Little  Mosquito 2    5        ' 

Valentine. **  l 


PB1NCE   OF   WALES    YACHT   CLUB   MATCH. 


253 


The  wind  about  W.S.W.,  which  had  lulled  considerably  before 
rounding,  now  began  to  show  symptoms  of  awakening  up,  and  the  tide 
haviug  more  than  half  an  hour  to  run  they  prepared  to  beat  up,  having 
stood  a  short  tack  to  the  northward,  they  jibed  towards  the  Blyth  Sand, 
Little  Mosquito  skeeting.  The  Julia  made  short  tacks  along  the  Sands, 
and  was  bafHed  by  a  yacht  not  in  the  race.  It  is  a  strange  fancy  some 
yacht  owners  have,  of  not  entering  in  a  match,  yet  like  to  show  off, 
what  they  consider,  we  suppose,  their  cleverness  in  marring  the  sports 
of  others.  If  a  vessel  so  intruding  belong  to  the  Club,  the  Sailing 
Committee  should  take  cognizance  of  it,  and  bring  the  case  before  the 
dab,  this  would  soon  put  a  stop  to  the  nuisance. 

The  Mosquito  had  succeeded  in  passing  Silver  Cloud,  and  came  so 
close  to  Julia  that  she  had  to  bear  up  to  allow  the  other  room.  The 
race  was  now  very  exciting,  but  was  shortly  after  ended  by  the  Julia 
getting  on  the  Sands.  The  Silver  Cloud  and  the  Valentine  also  passed 
her  whilst  so  fixed,  and  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance,  that  the  tide 
was  rising,  for  after  some  minutes  delay,  by  using  spars  the  crew  were 
enabled  to  launch  her  once  more  into  the  deep. 

During  this  time  the  Mosquito  was  making  the  best  use  of  her  time 
and  gradually  left  her  competitors  behind.  The  Valentine  kept  third 
place  until  nearing  the  Mucking  Light,  when  the  Julia  wrested  it  from 
heT,  and  they  continued  in  the  following  order  till  the  finish,  Mosquito 
first;  Silver  Cloud,  second ;  and  Julia,  third.  Before  reaching  Gravesend 
it  was  certain  how  the  match  would  finish,  barring  accidents.  The 
Mosquito  was  ploughing  away  ahead  that  no  fears  were  entertained  of 
her  winning.  The  steamer  keeping  company  with  the  Silver  Cloud  and 
Julia,  the  tactics  of  the  Mosquito  were  unknown  to  us  on  board.  But 
on  Hearing  Gravesend  the  steam  was  put  on,  and  we  arrived  in  time  to 
note  the  rounding  at  the  flag-buoy  off  Erith  in  the  following  order  :— 


h.    m.    s. 

Uttle  Mosquito 6    28    20 

SflrerCloucL 6    32    10 


h.    m.    s. 

Julia 6    S3    45 

Valentine 6    47     10 


The  Little  Mosquito  was  consequently  hailed  the  winner,  and  her 
worthy  owner  (Mr.  Bulmer)  was  warmly  congratulated  by  the  company 
on  board  the  steamer.  She  was  sailed  by  her  builder  (Mr.  Hatcher,) 
and  he  no  doubt  was  highly  pleased  with  her  performance. 

.e  Julia  has  been  lengthened  4  feet  7  inches  amidships,  but  it  does 
1  ippear  to  have  benefitted  her  speed.  However  we  must  wait  for 
'       ler  trial  before  passing  judgment. 

e  Silver  Cloud  has  undergone  some  alteration  since  last  season  ; 
1        $el  has  been  altered  to  cause  more  draft  aft  and  less  forward  ;  she 
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certainly  sailed  better,  but  with  smaller  canvas  might  be  improved. 
Her  owner  Commodore  Hewett  has  a  penchant  for  large  sails. 

The  Valentine  was  well  sailed,  but  the  day  was  against  her. 

The  Cups  were  presented  to  the  respective  winners  by  Vice-Commo- 
dore Knibbs,  the  company  drinking  success  to  the  Prince  of  Walei 
Yacht  Club,  &o.  The  steamer  turned  homewards,  and  after  an  excellent 
match,  accompanied  by  splendid  weather  we  landed  safely  on  terr&firma. 
One  circumstance  at  the  close  tended  to  cast  a  cloud  o'er  the  pleasure 
of  the  day  ;  the  Hon.  Secretary  C.  F.  Chubb,  Esq*,  announced  that  be 
was  about  leaving  England  for  Australia,  and  therefore  he  must  resign 
the  office  he  had  so  long  held.  This  was  received  with  deep  regret  by 
the  Members,  as  the  services  of  this  gentleman  have  been  very  instru- 
mental to  the  prosperity  of  the  Club.  Early  associated  in  office  with 
the  late  Commodore,  J.  Berncastle,  Esq.,  by  their  united  efforts  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Club  became  widely  known  for  its  literary  and  scien- 
tific associations ;  and  Mr.  Cbubb  will  no  doubt  carry  with  him,  not 
only  the  good  wishes  of  the  Members  for  his  success,  but  momentoes  of 
the  high  opinion  they  entertain  of  his  exertions. — "  May  his  shadow 
never  grow  less." 

The  Oread  steamer  was  chartered  for  the  occasion,  and  we  feel  it  our 
duty  to  say,  that  throughout  the  match,  the  Captain  displayed  the 
greatest  anxiety  to  give  his  passengers  a  fair  chance  of  seeing  the  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  competing  yachts  without  getting  in  their  way. 


ROYAL  CANADIAN  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  members  of  this  colonial  club  are  as  indefatigable  in  promoting 
the  pleasures  of  yachting  as  their  brethren  of  the  mother  country,  and 
they  spare  neither  labour  nor  expense  in  carrying  out  their  projects. 
We  have  proofs  of  this  zeal  by  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Edward  M. 
Hodder,  Esq.,  (commodore  of  the  club,)  accompanied  by  an  excellent 
well  got  up  pamphlet  of  some  thirty  pages,  and  twelve  charts.  ^TOttk 
which  we  subjoin  the  following  extracts: — 

"  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  to  your  address  a  pamphlet 
entitled  The  Harbours  and  Ports  of  Lake  Ontario,  which  I  hai  "'•* 
published  for  the  use  and  guidance  of  the  members  of  the  Royal  *' 
dian  Yacht  Club,  as  well  as  the  sailors  generally. 

"  The  lake  is  about  200  miles  long,  by  an  average  width  of  60  *i 
it  is  remarkably  free  from  rocks  or  shoals,  except  at  its  eastern  exti       J 
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bat  daring  the  summer  months,  (oar  yachting  season)  it  it  subject  to 
most  violent  thunderstorms,  coming  up  with  great  rapidity,  and  almost 
amounting  to  a  hurricane  while  it  lasts,  but  which  fortunately  rarely 
exceeds  half-an-hour.  These  storms  are  generally  preceded  by  a  calm 
of  short  duration,  and  with  intense  heat;  not  a  thread  of  canvas  can  be 
shown  on  these  occasions,  and  our  safety  consists  in  plenty  of  sea  room; 
a  lee  shore  being  fatal  to  our  boats,  as  no  anchor  will  hold. 

"  With  a  view  to  promote  more  frequent  and  longer  cruises  than  were 
generally  considered  safe,  I  last  year  made  the  tour  of  the  lake  in  com- 
pany with  the  Rivet,  where  I  made  sketches  of  all  the  ports  and  har- 
bours, took  soundings,  compass  bearings,  &&,  and  the  result  is  the  little 
work  which  I  now  forward  you.  My  own  little  pet  the  Cygnet,  8  tons, 
behaved  nobly,  we  encountered  a  heavy  south-east  gale  which  lasted  for 
twenty-four  hours,  obliging  the  largest  lake  steamers  of  600  tons,  and 
schooners  of  200  and  300  tons,  to  run  into  port  for  safety." 


Toronto  Harbour,  or  Bay.— This  spacious  anchorage  is  without 
doubt  the  best  natural  harbour  on  Lake  Ontario.  It  is  nearly  circular, 
being  formed  by  the  main  land  on  the  north,  and  by  a  long,  low,  and 
narrow  spit  of  sand,  on  the  east,  south,  and  south-west,  called  the  Penin- 
sular or  Island  ;  it  extends  in  a  south-westerly  direction  from  the  high* 
lands  in  the  township  of  Scarboro',  and  terminates  in  a  point  which 
suddenly  turns  to  the  north  opposite  the  Old  Garrison,  and  upon  which 
trees  of  stunted  growth  are  thickly  scattered:  thus  is  enclosed  a  beautiful 
basin  of  about  two  and  a  half  miles  in  diameter,  capable  of  containing  a 
great  number  of  vessels. 

Lighthouse. — The  south-west  extremity  of  this  island  is  called  Gibral- 
tar Point,  on  which  is  erected  the  lighthouse,  66  feet  high,  having  a 
fixed  bright  light. 

Channel. — The  entrance  to  the  harbour  is  by  a  narrow  channel  at  its 
north-west  corner  between  the  Queen's  Wharf  and  a  row  of  buoys  south 
thereof,  which  are  placed  in  about  ten  feet  water.  The  present  channel 
is  about  300  feet  wide,  and  about  600  or  700  feet  long,  having  an 
average  depth  of  1 1  feet ;  but  owing  to  the  extreme  narrowness  of  this 
passage,  large  and  heavily  laden  vessels  often  find  it  difficult,  sometimes 
impossible,  to  beat  in  or  out  against  a  head  wind. 

lis  channel,  however  is  widened  from  year  to  year  by  the  constant 

>  of  the  dredge  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Harbour- 

ster  to  continue  this  useful  work  until  a  clear  available  space  of  400 

t  has  been  obtained. 

Barbour  Z40A&.— On  the  Queen's  Wharf  are  placed  the  Harbour 
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Lights — the  northernmost  a  fixed  red  light,  the  other  a  bright  beacon 
light  on  the  western  extremity  of  the  pier.     These  lights  when  brought 
into  line  indicate  the  entrance  to  the  channel.     They  bear  W.b.N.  of 
the  lighthouse  on  Gibraltar  Point. 

In  working  up  the  Lake  from  the  eastward  at  night,  give  the  shore 
a  good  two-mile  berth  when  abreast  of  the  Scarboro'  heights,  otherwise 
the  light  on  Gibraltar  Point  will  be  hidden  by  the  trees  on  the  Island. 
If  bound  into  Toronto  Harbour,  keep  nearly  a  mile  to  the  west  of  the 
lighthouse,  then  steer  north  for  the  harbour  lights.  In  the  spring  and 
fall  fogs  are  prevalent,  which  hang  near  the  surface,  and  do  not  ascend 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the  water;  the  harbour  lights,  then, 
will  not  be  seen,  in  which  case,  when  well  to  the  westward  of  the  light- 
house on  the  Point,  steer  for  the  North  Star,  immediately  under  which 
will  be  found  the  red  light  on  the  wharf. 

When  the  fogs  are  so  dense  as  to  obscure  all  the  lights  or  other  land 
marks,  the  only  safe  guide  is  the  lead  line,  and  the  shore  should  not  be 
approached  where  there  is  less  than  six  or  seven  fathoms  water. 

Shoal. — A  sandy  shoal  stretches  into  the  Lake  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  a  S.  W,  direction  off  Gibraltar  Point,  and  is  thence  continued  along 
the  west  side  of  the  island  extending  north  to  the  bar  buoys  which  mark 
the  channel  into  the  bay,  at  an  average  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  island. 

Vessels  running  for  shelter  from  an  easterly  gale  should  anchor  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island  about  one  mile  from  the  shore,  where  there  is 
good  holding  ground  in  six  or  seven  fathoms  water,  mud  and  clay  bottom; 
if  too  near  the  island  the  anchor  will  not  hold  in  the  sand,  and  a  sudden 
shift  of  wind  will  put  them  ashore  on  the  bar. 

Danger. — There  is  a  large  boulder  stone  within  five  feet  of  the  surface, 
nearly  midway  between  the  Queen's  and  Garrison  Wharves,  and  a  little 
to  the  south  thereof. 

Remarks. — Much  having  of  late  been  said  regarding  the  advantages 
which  Navigation,  Commerce,  and  the  City  generally  would  derive  from 
an  eastern  entrance  to  the  bay,  I  cannot  allow  the  present  opportunity 
to  pass  without  raising  my  voice  loudly  against  a  measure,  which  if 
carried  into  effect,  must  be  followed  by  the  most  disastrous  consequences 
to  the  best  natural  harbour  on  Lake  Ontario. 

The  authors  of  the  able  reports  on  "  The  Improvement  and  Pre-*— *■ 
tion  of  the  Toronto  Harbour,"— to  whom  prizes  were  awarded  in  •  r> 
1854,  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners— are  unanimous  in  condemi  fr 
not  only  as  useless,  but  actually  prejudicial,  a  canal  through  the  & 
or  south-eastern  portion  of  the  Peninsula.     If  the  integrity  of  th  '      J 
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is  maintained,  there  w  not  the  slightest  fear  of  the  present  channel  ever 

dosing;  even  if  left  entirely  alone ;  it  may  become  narrower,  bnt  it 

would  never  become  so  blocked  up,  as  to  convert  the  present  bay  into  a 

email  lake  or  pond :  natural  causes  are  at  work  to  prevent  it.     During 

the  eight  months  of  the  year  that  the  bay  is  clear  of  ice,  the  amount  of 

water  taken  from  its  surface  by  evaporation  is  enormous  :  experiments 

prove  ineontestibly  that  three-fourths  of  an  inch  a  day  is  a  fair  average 

to  allow  for  toss  from  this  source  alone.     Let  us  assume,  however,  that 

only  half  an  inch  takes  place.     What  will  be  the  result  ?     From  the  1st 

of  April  to  the  30th  of  November  we  have  244  days  ;  this  divided  by  2, 

give*  tt2  inches,  or  10  feet  2  inches,  the  quantity  of  water  taken  from 

die  surface  of  the  bay  during  the  above-named  period.     Again,  taking 

soundings  of  the  bay  from  the  water*?  edge  to  its  deepest  part,  we  find 

that  ten  feet  would  be  a  fair  average  depth ;  thus  we  perceive  that  there 

ir  actually  more  water  removed  by  evaporation  than  the  bay  is  capable 

ci  containing  at  any  one  time.     How,  then,  is'  this  loss  supplied?     By 

an  umder-eurrent  of  cold  water  constantly  rushing  into  the  bay  from  the 

Lake,  between  the  end  of  the  Queen's  Wharf  and  the  bar  buoys.    This 

is  cfaarry  proved,  both  by  experiment  and  by  resorting  to  the  same 

means  which  put  me  in  possession  of  the  fact.     I  have  dived  at  least  an 

hundred  times  from  a  boat  moored  in  the'  channel  near  the  buoys,  and 

when  at  the  bottom,  with  my  eyes  opep,  I  have  invariably  seen  myself 

drawn  inwards  towards  the  bay,  nor  can  I  call  to  mind  a  single  instance 

where  the  under-current  set  outwards  or  in*  the  opposite  direction. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  surface  or  upper-current  will  run  out  of  the 
bay,  while  the  under  current  is  running  in,  for  this  T  have  seen  a  minute 
after  coming  to  the  top  of  the  water;  neither  will  I  deny  that  occasion- 
ally, just  after  an  easterly  or  south-east  gale,  when  the  waters  of  the 
Lake  are  driven  up  towards  its  head,  and  when  the  bay  in  oommon  with 
the  Lake  partakes  of  this  rise;  or  after  a  strong  south-west  blow,  which 
produces  the  same  effect,  that  this  under-current  may  be  overcome  by 
the  pressure  of  the  increased  quantity  of  water  in  the  bay,  and  that  a 
reflux  current  may  for  a  short  time  be  established. 

The  fornf  or  shape  of  the  bar  immediately  opposite  the  Queen's  Wharf, 

also  proves  the  steady  indraft  into  the  bay.     I  have  always  likened  it  to 

Mi's  foot;  the  shoal  which  runs  from  the  north  point  of  the  island, 

linates  suddenly  near  the  spot  where  the  red  buoy  is  usually  placed, 

.  I  have  compared  to  the  heel;  the  northern  end  of  the  bar  runs 

allel  with  the  wharf,  and  represents  the  sole  of  the  foot;  and  the 

ty  sandy  prolongations'  which  run  easterly  may  be  likened  to  the 
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To  this  natural  cause,  and  to  this  alone,  the  persistans  of  the  chan- 
nel at  the  Queen's  Wharf  is  dependant:  do  away  with  this  current  or 
lessen  its  force,  by  another  opening  at  the  east  end  of  the  bay,  and  in 
ten  years*  time  the  sand  would  gain  such  a  mastery  as  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  dredge. 

There  are  many  other  weighty  reasons  against  making  a  canal  at  the 
south-east  end  of  the  bay;  they  are,  however,  so  ably  set  forth  in  Capt 
Richardson's  admirable  report,  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  them. 

Might  it  not  be  desirable  to  build  a  short  pier  of  crib  work,  say  two 
or  three  hundred  feet  long,  parallel  with  the  Queen's  Wharf,  and  at  what- 
ever distance  from  it  to  the  south  that  the  Harbour  Commissioners  may 
deem  sufficient  for  the  width  of  the  channel,  and  upon  the  ends  of  which 
lights  should  be  erected? 

This  pier  would  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  escape  of  ice  in 
the  spring;  it  would  clearly  indicate  the  width  of  the  channel,  and  for 
which  purpose  the  present  buoys  are  perfectly  inadequate  at  night;  and 
it  could  not  have  any  injurious  effect  in  causing  the  sand  brought  in  by 
the  wash  of  a  south-west  wind  from  being  deposited  in  any  other  situa- 
tion than  that  in  which  it  now  takes  place. 

[We  will  return  to  this  pamphlet  in  a  future  number. — Ed.] 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

According  to  previous  notice  the  first  match  took  place  on  the  30th  Mat, 
and  caused  great  interest  among  the  aquatic  brotherhood,  as  out  of  an  entry 
of  eight  vessels,  five  were  new  specimens  of  the  rival  builders'  handiwork, 
and  consequently  were  untried  boats. 
The  following  came  to  the  start : — 


Yacht*'  Names. 


Wasp 

Elfin 

Glide- 

Mayflower..... 

Snake 

Charm 

Electric 

White  Squall 


Tons.' 


2 
3J 

7 
H 

H 

7 


Owners. 


J.  S.  Bishop,  Esq 

A.  Whitworth,  Esq..... 

J.  Wilkinson,  Esq 

Rear-Commodore 

J.  Wilkinson,  Esq 

J.  Poole,  Esq 

J.  A.  Clarke,  Esq 

W.  L.  Butherbery,  Esq. 


Builders. 


Owner 

Kelly 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Kelly 

Bishop 

Owner 


The  following  alteration  in  the  rules  was  made :— "A  blue  flag,  as  a  r 
ratory  signal  will  be  hoisted  by  the  Commodore  for  the  yachts  to  be  at 
stations.    The  signal  to  start  will  be  a  gun  fired.    Yachts  may  hav 
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mainsails  and  topsails  hoisted  ready,  with  their  head  sails  down ;  and  on  the 
gun  being  fired,  to  hoist  head  sails  and  slip  cable.  The  Rear-Commodore  or 
hit  Deputy,  shall  have  power  to  disqualify  yachts  refusing  to  obey  his  regu- 
lations in  starting  lor  a  match.*' 

The  prize  was  a  beautiful  silver  cup,  of  the  value  of  £20. 

The  morning  opened  gloriously,  and  a  good  match  was  anticipated.  On 
the  Woodside  Pier  banners  floated  to  the  breeze,  and  directly  off  the  pier, 
lay  the  celebrated  Cymba,  T.  Brassey,  jun.,  Esq.,  gaily  dressed  in  flags:  she 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for  the  day.  The  Surprise, 
T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq.,  Windward,  W.  Sinclair,  Esq.,  Ranger,  J.  A.Clarke,  Esq. 
and  Plover,  R.  J.  Tetley,  Esq.,  all  more  or  less  ornamented  with  bunting. 

The  small  yachts  pf  the  club  were  flitting  to  and  fro,  like  butterflies  in  the 
sunny  air,  and  the  thousands  of  spectators  assembled  were  delighted  with 

the  sportive  tactics  of  the  elfin  craft,  and avast!  up  goes  the  signal,  and 

hark — they're  off. 

Precisely  at  2h.  20m.  p.m.,  they  were  released  from  their  moorings,  the 
Glide  taking  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Charm,  Elfin,  Electric,  Snake,  May- 
flower, and  Wasp,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  given.  From  the  almost 
total  absence  of  the  wind  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  new  yachts  could  not  be 
developed,  and  for  the  first  time  for  some  years  it  was  a  beating  race  to 
Eastham,  but  the  wind  fell  so  rapidly  that  a  close  contest  could  scarcely  be 
expected,  the  Glide  retaining  tne  lead  at  every  flag- boat,  and  coming  in  an 
easy  winner.     The  following  is  the  order  in  which  they  arrived  at  Woodside 

Ferry  :— 

h.  m.  s. 

Snake. 6  40  40 

Charm 6  41  0 


Glide- 

h.    m 
6     28 

s. 
15 

6     31 

4 
14 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Glide  she  was  loudly  cheered.  She  has  added  one 
more  laurel  to  ber  fame,  and  being  the  holder  of  the  Challenge  Cup,  value 
£60j  which  will  be  sailed  for  on  the  15th  of  August,  great  hopes  are  enter- 
tained by  her  friends  that  she  will  retain  it.  The  Electric  is  also  well- 
known,  and  has  won  three  cups. 

The  management  of  this  match  gave  universal  satisfaction,  and  at  its  con- 
clusion the  members  and  their  friends  dined  at  the  Club-house,  and  enjoyed 
a  happy  evening.  We  have  on  more  thati  one  occasion  noticed  the  prospe- 
rous state  of  this  club,  and  we  hear  it  is  still  progressing  in  numbers  of  mem- 
bers and  yachts. 

RANELAGII  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

\  club,  which  holds  its  head-quarters  at  Chelsea,  commenced  its  season 
*ie  26th  ult.,  and  although  there  were  but  three  vessels  entered  to  com- 
)  for  the  prize  (a  handsome  silver  cup,)  yet  much  interest  existed  among 
members,  and  the  steamer  was  comfortably  filled. 
'  e  following  yachts  started : — 
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YauhU'  Namw. 


Cnemorne 

Selina. 

Anglesey . 


.Owner*. 


J.  B.  Barney,  Esq. 
J.  Pick,  Esq. 
W.  Beed,  Esq. 


The  inspection  by  Vice-commodore  Guest  completed,  tbe  starting  gun  was 
fired  at  2h.  30m.,  when  tbe  Selina,  piloted  by  Mr.  Roe,  was  fiist  round,  but 
unfortunately  several  minutes  elapsed  before  she  could  hoist  her  mainsail. 
The  Anglesey,  steered  by  Mr.  R.  Hewitt,  was  first  in  trim  and  took  tbe  lead, 
followed  by  the  Cremorne,  but  the  Selina  having  overcome  her  difficulties, 
overhauled  the  latter  just  below  Wandsworth,  and  the  different  rpunds  were 
finished  thus : — 


Anglesey . 

Selina. 

Oemorae 


1st.  Round. 

tod  Round. 

^FittHu. 

h.    m.    s. 

h.   m.   a. 

b.  m.  a. 

3      7      0 

3     44     35 

4     19       0 

8     14      0 

3     50     20 

4     ?3     20 

3     18      0 

4     15       0    ' 

Hot  timed. 

After  rounding  the  first  time  the  topsails  were  struck,  and  in  the  beat  to 
t we  mark  feuoy  at  Wandsworth  the  Anglesey  crept  away  from  the  Serma,  but  in 
tbe  run  back  with  topsails  set  the  latter  gained  on  the  former,  and  improved 
her  position  lm.  46s.  on  rounding  the  second  time:  tbe  Cremorne  in  the  same 
round  lost  upwards  of  25m.  The  last  round  was  well  contested  between  tbe 
Anglesey  and  Selina,  but  all  the  skill  of  the  hitter's  sailing-master  could  not 
succeed  in  getting  tbe  lead,  yet  it  was  evident  that  had  she  got  off  well  at 
the  commencement,  the  match  might  have  been  differently  finished,  as  the 
Anglesey  only  won  by  3m.  40s. 

The  yachts  were  brought  up  alongside  the  steamer,  and  after  the  Commo- 
dore had  presented  the  prizes,  it  was  proposed  to  finish  the  day  "a  pleasure  by 
a  trip  to  Richmond.  The  steamer  therefore  bore  her  merry  freight  to  that 
famed  place,  and  returned  to  the  Cadogan  pier  about  9  o'clock.  Thus  ter- 
minated a  pleasant  day's  amusemeut. 


LONDON  MODEL  CLUB  MATCH. 

The  first  match  for  the  season  of  this  Club  came  off  on  tbe  25th  ult.,  on 
the  Serpentine,  Hyde  Park,  and  attracted  an  immense  number  of  spectators, 
including  many  of  the  aristocracy,— the  "  Drive"  being  so  close  to  the  water 
that  an  uninterrupted. view  is  afforded  to  the  occupants  of  tbe  carriages  fre- 
quenting tbe  park.  The  hour,  about  two  o'clock,  is  generally  the  time  for 
the  *'  morning  airing  "  of  the  fashionable  world,  and  the  London  Mod*  *° 
boast  of  a  greater  assemblage  of  beauty  and  fashion  than  any  Royal  CI 
Tbe  sailing  of  the  little  models  create  much  amusement,  as  frequen 
standing  over  from  one  shore  to  the  other,  (the  proper  course,)  a  puff  o\ 
will  act  differently  on  each  vessel,  and  one  will  rush  across,  whilst  othc 
in  stays,  apparently  considering  which  course  to  take.     No  doubt  t* 
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pet*  art  in  fixing  the  titer,  and  managing  the  sails  before  tie  Hart    Kor  it 
nsst  be  understood  Jfeese  tassels  a*e  mere  toys. 

On  the  present  occasion  seven  hosts  entered,  to  contend  io  beats,  far  a 
Sluer  cop,  the  whale  affair  under  the  management  of  Vioe-eommodose  Wil- 
liams, who  is  starter  and  umpire,  and  hie  orders  are  cheat-felly  carried  out. 

First  He*t*—l,  Thought,  logger,  Mr.  J  Puxley;  2,  Anne,  lugger,  Mr.  G. 
Kerridge ;  3,  Fenella,  schooner,  Mr.  Weymouth;  4,  Flirt,  curler,  Mr.  Wast. 

The  Fenella  took  one  of  the  freaks  hafore  ajladed  to  and  looted  the  Flirt, 
eposeajuently  it  was  assailed,  and  the  Thought  won,  Anne  being  secoad. 

Second  Heat. — 1,  Sylph,  logger,  Mr.  J.  Harrison;  2.  Extravaganza,  logger, 
Mr.  E.  Taylor  j  8,  Phantom,  schooner,  Ml  Eltham. 

The  Sylph,  was  the  favorite  at  starting,  and  she  shot  across  the  water,  and 
returned  -the  winner,  followed  by  Extravaganea  second. 

Third  flea*.— 1,  Phautonu  2,  Flirt)  3,  Feoedla, 

FeneUa  again  fouled  the  Flirt,  and  the  heat  being  reasiled  was  woo  by  the 
Phantom  easily. 

Final  H*aL—\  Sylph;  2  Thought;  3  Anne;  4  Phantom;  5  Extravaganza. 

The  Sylph  bad  the  lead  at  starting  which  she  inaiusained  to  the  finish,  her 
old  antagonist  the  Anne  closely  pressing  ber.  But  on  this  occasion  the  fir- 
mer showed  better  handling  we  suppose,  lor  the  cup  was  awarded  to  her. 

The  following  which  appeared  in  BeW§  Ujfe,  from  its  characteristic  style 
will  moie  fully  enlighten  our  readers  as  to  the  method  adopted  in  sailing 
these  mioature  yachts  :— 

w  Ob  arriving  about  five  o'clock  at  the  east  end  of  the  Serpentine,  I  found 
several  of  the  clippers  lying  on  the  shore— cariaeatores  of  racing  yachts,  no 
ought  be  expected,  lean  bodies,  very  deep  keels,  loaded  with  lead,  outrage- 
ous spars,  and  enormous  ealico  esils.  The  dimensions  of  Mr.  Harrison's, 
which  was  out  and  out  the  fastest,  and  had  by  far  the  largest  spars  and  sails, 
were,  length  on  deck  6ft. ;  along  the  keel  4ft.  6sn. ;  breadth  16)**  ;  height 
to  main  topmast  head,  IGft.  6ft  ;  bowsprit  outboard,  4ft.  £he  was  rigged 
like  a  schooner,  gaff  topsails  and  ail,  except  that  the  sails  had  yards  instead 
of  gaffs,  and  that  the  jib  or  fare-  staysail  reached  to  the  topmast  head,  and  to 
the  mast. 

"  There  was  bnt  one  cutter,  she  was  5ft.  Sin.  long,  with  a  bowsprit  longer 
than  herself;  the  others  were  schooners  or  luggers,  at  I  believe  they  are 
called  by  model  yachtsmen.     The  stern  rakes  considerably,  and  there  ia 
a  considerable  drag ;  these  arrangements  are  probably  to  promote  easy  steer- 
ing, which  is,  of  course,  the  great  desideratum.     There  is  always  a  boom  to 
the  staysail.     The  tiller  its  into  a  sort  of  notched  rack  in  front,  by  which 
♦k~  rudder  can  be  fixed  at  the  angle,  found  by  experience  to  be  best.    They 
all  nearly  of  the  same  tonnage,  which  is  measured  by  some  rule,  multiply- 
length  and  breadth.    With  the  wind  a- beam  the  vessels  went  incredibly 
ight,  and  I  was  told  that  they  would  run  straight  before  the  wind,  if  the 
was  not  too  high.     The  rigging  is  exceedingly  simple,  and  after  the  sail- 
is  over,  the  sails  are  unbent,  bowsprit  and  masts  are  unstepped,  and  the 
>le  is  rolled  together,  and  carried  off  on  a  boy's  shoulder,  whilst  two 
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others  carry  off  the  hull.  They  never  seem  to  shorten  sail  for  high  wind*, 
and  think  nothing  ot  seeing  their  vessels  on  beam  ends  for  a  few  seconds 
during  a  puff.  The  course  whatever  the  wind  may  be,  is  always  from  one 
side  of  the  Serpentine  to  the  other  and  back  again,  and  any  vessel  not  strik- 
ing the  shore  within  certain  bouuds,  is  out  of  the  match.  When  the  wind  is 
across  the  river  they  beat  to  windward,  being  put  about  by  their  sailers 
when  they  reach  the  shore.  There  was  a  strong  east  wind,  nearly  a-beam 
both  ways.  I  only  arrived  in  time  to  see  the  final  heat,  which  was  between 
five  vessels,  schooners  as  aforesaid.  Previous  to  the  start  they  were  stationed 
twenty  yards  apart,  the  sterns  just  aground,  and  on  the  signal  being  given, 
the  owner  or  sailer  of  each  ship,  standing  on  shore  with  a  light  boat-book, 
gave  a  terrific  push  to  his  ship  and  launched  her  off  as  far  as  he  could. 
This  seems  one  of  the  great  arts  of  the  model  yacht  sailer,  and  is  generally 
performed  by  a  professional,  of  whom  there  are  several. 

Mr.  Harrison's  yacht,  which  I  have  described  above,  had  No.  1  station, 
this  being  to  windward  brought  her  rather  under  the  lee  of  the  trees,  and 
was  decidedly  the  worst  station.  Soon  after  starting  she  came  into  contact 
with  No.  2,  which  was  making  a  wild  shoot  to  windward ;  but  they  soon 
separated,  and  No.  1,  pursued  a  very  straight  course,  and  in  2m.  5s.  reached 
the  opposite  shore,  the  two  leewardmost  boats  being  about  ten  seconds  later, 
the  rest  nowhere.  In  the  meantime  their  respective  sailers  who  had  run 
round,  dashed  into  the  water  with  great  spirit,  trimmed  the  sheets,  shifted 
the  tillers,  turned  the  ships  round  and  again  launched  them  with  consummate 
dexterity.  The  unlucky  No.  1  now  ran  into  a  calm,  and  when  that  was  over 
took  a  perverse  fit  of  sailing  up  the  water ;  one  of  the  leeward  boats  ran 
into  the  same  calm,  turned  round  and  came  back;  the  other  went  tolerably 
straight  across,  and  came  in  a  long  way  ahead.  It  seems,  however,  that  by 
the  rules  of  the  club,  if  there  has  been  a  foul  there  is  a  fresh  start,  but  this 
is  only  to  be  allowed  once,  and  on  the  second  start  the  match  must  be  sailed 
out  foul  or  no  foul.  Accordingly  a  fresh  start  took  place.  No  1,  was  rather 
becalmed,  but  reached  the  shore  first,  was  turned  round  and  launched  again, 
and  would  have  come  in  a  winner  by  some  twenty  seconds,  but  when  very 
near  the  winning  shore  she  was  becalmed,  and  showed  signs  of  turning, 
which  must  have  astonished  her  owner ;  however,  after  about  ten  minutes 
of  irritating  anxiety  a  favourable  puff  set  her  straight,  and  she  reached  the 
shore  in  triumph  some  seconds  a- head  of  anything  else.  C.  M. 


PEMBROKE  DOCK  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

This  Regatta  is  to  take  place  on  Tuesday  7th  of  July,  and  from  the 
gramme  issued  a  good  day  is  expected : — a  Cup,  value  fifty  guineas  is  of) 
to  cutter  yachts  of  25  tons  and  upwards ;  a  thirty  guinea  Cup  to  schoo 
of  80  tons  and  upwards ;  and  a  twenty  guinea  Cup  to  yachts  of  any  rig  a 
26  tons.  The  Hon.  Secretary,  O.  Arber,  Esq ,  will  give  any  further  infc 
tion  that  may  be  required  on  application. 
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ROYAL  IRISH  YACHT  CLUB. 

Om  Tuesday,  June  30th,  and  Wednesday,  July  1st,  the  regatta  of  this  club 

will  be  held  in  Kingstown  Harbour,  when  a  Piece  of  Plate  presented  by  the 

Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  will  be  sailed  for,  besides  money  prizes, 

varying  from  100  sovereigns  to  5,  for  Yacht  Sailing  and  Boat  Racing,  the 

annexed  are  the 

Sailing  Regulations. 

I  - — AS  yachts  to  be  entered  with  the  Secretary  at  the  Club  House,  Kingstown 
before  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on  Saturday  27  th  of  June,  the  entrance  fee  paid, 
and  the  distinguishing  flag  made  known.  No  yacht  can  be  allowed  to  enter 
after  the  above  date,  unless  good  cause  for  the  delay  be  shown,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee. 

2. — All  yachts  to  enter  according  to  old  measurement,  and  in  the  event  of 
dispute  as  to  tonnage,  to  be  measured  a-ground  at  the  expense  of  the  party  in 


3- — Cutters  shall  carry  four  sails  only,  viz.,  Mainsail,  Foresail,  Jib,  and  Gaff- 
topsail  ;  Tawls,  same  sails,  with  the  addition  of  Mizen  ;  Schooners  may  carry 
Mainsail,  Foresail,  Fore-staysail,  Jib,  Main -gaff- topsail,  Fore-topsail,  and  Top- 
gallant-sail ;  Luggers,  three  Lugs,  Jib,  and  Topsails ;  no  booming  out  or 
■weeps  allowed. 

4. — Each  yacht  must  go  fairly  round  the  course,  and  in  the  event  of  not 
going  fairly  round,  or  touching  any  boat,  buoy  or  vessel,  or  running  foul  of 
another  Yacht,  shall  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  Prize. 

5.— Yachts  on  the  Port  tack  must  invariably  give  way  to  those  on  the  Star- 
board, and  in  all  cases  where  a  doubt  shall  exist  of  the  possibility  of  the  Yacht 
en  the  Port  tack  weathering  the  one  on  the  Starboard,  the  Yacht  on  the  Port 
tack  shall  give  way  :  or  if  the  other  Yacht  keeps  her  course  and  run  into  her, 
the  owner  of  the  Yacht  on  the  Port  tack  shall  pay  all  damages  that  may  occur, 
and  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  Prize. 

6. — Yachts  going  free,  must  in  all  cases  give  way  to  those  on  the  wind  on 
either  tack. 

7. — Bach  Yacht  must  carry  her  distinguishing  flag  at  her  Main-topmast  head, 
which  is  to  be  hauled  down  if  she  gives  up  the  race. 

8. — If  the  race  be  not  concluded  before  9  o'clock,  p.m  ,  the  Prize  to  be  run  for 
at  such  other  time  as  the  Committee  may  appoint. 

9. — If  any  objection  be  made  to  any  vessel  in  a  race,  such  objection  must  be 
stated  to  the  Committee,  in  writing,  within  one  hour  after  the  vessel  making 
the  objection  shall  arrive  at  the  Flag  Ship,  and  in  case  a  difficulty  of  decision 
•hall  arise,  the  Committee  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  to  direct  the  course 
to  he  sailed  again. 

10.— The  Preparatory  Flag  of  the  Club  (Red)  will  be  hoisted  by  the  Flag 

xp  for  the  yachts  to  take  their  stations  with  their  Head-sails  down.    Five 

uutes  before  the  time  of  starting  a  Blue  Peter  win  be  hoisted,  and  at  the 
iration  of  that  time  a  gun  will  be  fired  to  start  No  shifting  or  turning  of 
last,  or  throwing  ballast  overboard,  or  taking  ballast  in,  during  the  race 

owed.  Platforms  to  be  kept  down  and  Bulk  heads  standing ;  and  no  yacht 
-eoeive  assistance  in  any  way,  unless  she  hauls  down  her  Flag  and  gives  up 

i  contest. 
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11.— Every  Yacht  ores  twenty*  ton*  moat  cany  a  auftabfe  Boat,  tubject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Committee. 

I*. — Three  Yachts  to  start  or  no  race. 

13-— The  owner*  of  Tachta  entered  tie  aailf  shall  drsw  lota  for*  stations,  and 
Ncv  1  to  take  the-  Weather  Berth,  the  other  yachts  to  follow  in  succession. 
Lata  to  be  drawn  at  the  Club-  Houae  at  4  o'clock  in'  the  afternoon*  00  Monday 

39th  of  June. 

14. — On  entering  a  Yacht,  it  •hall  be  necessary  to  produce  her  Custom-  House 
Register,  or  other  papers,  if  required  by  the  Committee. 

15.— Every  Yacht  tailing  at  this  Regatta  (except  in  the  12  and  6  too  matches) 
mutt  have  the  owner  on  board,  or  in  his  absence  a  member  of  a  Royal  Yacht 
Club,  who  will  be  looked  to  for  the  fair  sailing  of  the  VeeeeL 

16. — No  Yacht  to  carry  a  crew  consisting  of  more  than  one  man  to  every 
7  tons  or  fractional  part  of  seven  tons,  exclusive  of  the  Master  and  one  Pilot* 

17. — The  Yachts,  together  with  the  spars  and  saila,  moat  be  oona  fide  the 
property  of  gentlemen  in  whose  names  they  are  entered. 

18.— No  potting  ont  or  taking  in  ballast  during  the  days  of  the  race*. 

19. — In  rounding  a  flag  boat  or  buoy  used  to  mark  the  course,  Yachts  must 
give  each  other  sufficient  room  to  pass  clear  of  the  flag  boat  or  buoy  ;  should 
the  flag  boat  or  buoy  be  touched  from  ai  breach  of  this  rule*  the  penalty  i»  to 
attach  to  the  Yacht  which  infringed  it. 

20.— Yachts  running  on  shore  may  use  means  by  hands,  boats,  or  anchors*  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  getting.  oif,  afterwards  weighing  thai  anchor  and  flat- 
ting the  boat  in. 

&L. — No  gentleman  to  be  considered  as  a  member  of  a  Royal  Yacht  Oub 
unless  he  shall  have  paid  his  subscription  for  the  current  year. 

22w— The  following  time  for  tonnage  wiU  be  allowed,  via.,  from  ten  to  sixty 
tons,  SO-  seconds ;  from  60  tons  and  above,  15  seoonda ;  Schooners  to  be  rated 
one-fourth  less  their  tonnage,  G.M. 

23—  The  Sailing  Committee  reserve  to  themselves- the.  power  of  altering  the 
day  or  the  time  of  starting  for  any  race. 

24.— The  Commodore  or  Vice-Commodore,  or  whoever  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Committee,,  to  be  the  judge  of  all  the  races*  and  to  award  the*  cop  or  prise 
to  the  Yacht  which  he  shall  consider  entitled  thereto*  unless  a  protest  be  entered 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  9th  Rule. 

25.— The  Yachts  of  each  raee  to  start  together,,  and  time  to  be  allowed  on 
arrival 

26.— If  two  YaehtSi  by  the  wind,  approach  the  shore  or  a  vessel  together,  so 
close  to  each  other  that  the  leewavdmost  cannot  tack  clear  of  the  other,  and  by 
standing  tether  on  would  be  in  danger  of  running  on  shore  or  foul  of  the  vessel, 
the  weathermost  Yacht  must,  on  being  so  requested,  immediately  pot  about. 
The  leewardmosfc  Yacht*,  must,  however,  in  that  ease,  tack  at  same  time  with 
the  one  she  halls. 

27.— Any  Yacht  deviating  from  the  foregoing  regulations,  or  from  any  ■  ' 
tional  regnlatione  the  Committee  may  think  it  expedient  to  establish,  1  I 
forfeit  all  olaim  to-  the  prise.  Any  other  saittng  matches  not  mentioned  in  1 
programme  to  be  alike  subject  to  these  rules,  the  Committee  reserving  pi  • 
ef  alterations  as  ciressnatancet  may  demand  ;  and  in  all  matters  the  dee  » 
of  the  Committee  to  be  conclusive. 

London— HUNT  *  Co,  Printers,  6,  Now  Church  Street,  Edff*ar*  Boad. 
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THE  PLEASURE  NAVY. 

Ws  are  now  in  the  midrt  of  the  regatta  season,  and  the  necessary 
adjuncts — wind,  weather,  and  liberal  prizes  at  present  combine  to 
render  1857,  as  successful  as  any  that  preceded  it.  The  pleasure 
navy  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  one  of  magnitude  and  power*  How 
other  nations,  even  our  "go-ahead  cousins"  must  open  their  eyes 
and  shrug  their  shoulders,  I  calculate,  when  they  overhaul  Hunt's 
Universal  Yacht  List,  for  there  we  find  logged  no  less  than  780 
vessels,,  (consisting  of  511  cutters,  138  schooners,  \§  steamers!  75 
yawls,  and  37  of  various  other  rigs — sloops,  luggers,  &c.)  which  are 
kept  solely  for  amusement  by  British  subjects: — noblemen,  merchants, 
and  tradesmen  are  the  owners  of  this  fleet,  and  the  success  attending 
yachting  is  principally  owing  to  the  kindness  and  urbanity  shown  by 
the  possessors  of  the  larger  craft  to  those  of  the  smaller.  There  exists 
in  yachting  a  friendliness  not  known  in  any  other  branch  of  our  na- 
tional sports* 

The  estimated  tonnage  of  this  fleet  is  about  30,000,  and  contains 
vessels  from  480  to  3  tons:  to  man  which  several  thousand  seamen 
are  employed,  and  this  for  a  period  of,  at  least,  five  months  in  the 
year :  in  addition  to  these,  builders,  sailmakers,  riggers,  and  a  host  of 
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others,  whose  chief  employment  throughout  the  year  is  confined  to 
the  materiel  required  by  the  pleasure  navy.  To  give  even  a  guess  at 
the  amount  of  money  expended  appears  to  me  impracticable. 

During  last  year  upwards  of  £4,000  was  distributed  in  prizes  for 
yacht  sailing. 

Can  it  after  this  perusal  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  England  is 
the  first  maritime  country  in  the  world.  Many  of  our  naval  heroes, 
began  life  as  yachtsmen;  and,  as  a  nursery  for  useful  and  active  sea- 
men none  better  can  exist.  The  man  or  boy  who  ships  on  board  a 
yacht,  must  be  sober,  honest,  civil,  and  obliging,  or  he  gets  "  ticket- 
of-leave"  instanter.  No  skulkers  are  allowed — all  must  be  ready 
and  willing,  in  fair  and  foul  weather  to  obey  orders;  and  we  must 
say  it  is  rare  that  a  man  is  discharged  for  drunkenness,  incivility,  or 
inattention : — such  characters  are  unknown  amongst  yacht  sailors. 

Yachting  is  one  of  the  best  and  cheapest  amusements  any  young 
man  with  a  moderate  income  can  pursue:  eards,  dice,  and  gambling 
of  every  description  is  prohibited  at  the  clubs,  and  when  betting  on  a 
race  occurs  it  is  generally  for  a  few  bottles  of  wine.  It  must  there- 
fore be  evident  that  yachting,  whilst  it  invigorates  the  frame,  and 
imparts  health  to  the  constitution,  is  the  most  beneficial  to  the  youth 
of  this  country. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  we  will  turn  our  attention  to  another  subject; — 
"  Yachts'  Names:"  there  is  a  want  of  attention  in  this  department, 
we  will  not  use  more  harsh  terms ;  but  the  similarity  of  names  is  a 
source  of  much  annoyance  at  regattas,  and  gentlemen  who  launch 
new  yachts,  seem  to  take  no  heed  of  the  additional  confusion  they 
cause  in  adopting  a  name  by  which  some  two,  three,  or  perhaps  more 
yachts  are  already  known.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  a  yacht 
was  launched,  and  because  no  other  name,  I  suppose,  occurred  to  her 
worthy  owner  he  called  her  the  "  Dream,"  when  there  are  two  others 
with  the  same  cognomen.  However,  without  wishing  to  dictate,  beg 
to  suggest  an  addition  to  this  favorite  name,  viz.  "  Happy"  Now, 
I  am  sure  nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  than  this,  for  what  delight- 
ful associates  and  scenes  do  we  not  encounter  when  revelling  in  a 
pleasant  dream.  We  do  not  find  on  the  turf,  two  horses  with  the 
same  name,  then  why  should  there  be  such  confusion  in  the  pleasure 
navy.  It  sometimes  happen  that  yachts  of  the  same  name,  rig,  and 
tonnage  belong  to  the  same  club,  as  witness  the  two  Ospreys.  In  a 
race  last  year  two  yachts  named  Scud  contended,  and  nearly  of  the 
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Falcons 
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Floras 
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Gannets 
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Gauntlets 
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2 

Georgianas 
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Hawks 
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Heroines 
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Hildas 
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Tdases 
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Irenes 
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Irises 
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Julias 

3 

Kathleens 
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Kelpies 

Kingfishers 

Kittens 

2 
3 

Lapwings 
Ledas 

2 

5 

Lizzys 
Lotuses 

8 

Louisas 

2 
2 

Magics 
Marinas 

2 

Merlins 

4 
2 
3 
4 

Midges 
Mosquitos 
Mysterys 
Nautiluses 

2    Nimrods 
4    Ospreys 

Pearls 

Pets 

Petrels 

Phantoms 
2    Phoenix 
2    Pirates 
2    Plovers 

2  Rifllemans 

3  Ripples 

3    Sapphires 
2    Scuds 
2    Seabixds 
2    Sybils 
2    Secrets 
2    Snakes 
2    Snowdrops 


same  tonnage — the  lookers  on  were  somewhat  puzzled.  Is  there  no 
remedy  for  this?  Yes!  let  each  builder,  before  he  launches  a  new 
yacht,  overhaul  the  Universal  List,  (which  roost  of  them  keep,)  and 
a  repetition  will  be  prevented. 

The  following  list  will  shew  the  number  of  yachts  bearing  the  same 
name,  and  of  which  it  be  well  to  alter  about  220. 

2  A  (arms 

*  Albatrosses 

3  Almas 
2    Amazons 

*  Alices 
2  A  nt  elopes 
2  Arabs 
2  Ariels 
2  A  rrows 
2  Atalantas 

*  Auroras 

4  A  vcngers 
2  Bacchantes 
2  Banshees 
2  Biu ems 
2  Camillas 
2  Charms 
2  Caprices 
2  Circes 
2  Clouds 

2  Comets 
4    Constances 

*  Coqnettes 

3  Cormorants 

2  Corsairs 

4  Curlews 

3  Cygnets 
2  Czarinas 
2   Cruisers 

2  Darings 

3  I  )ashes 

5  Dolphins 
2  Dragon  Fly  8 
2  Dreams 
2  Kch»s 
2  Emeralds 

2  Emilys 

4  Enchantresses 

3  Eugenies 

As  no  legislative  difficulty  exists  at  the  present  time  to  prevent  the 
changing  of  yachts  names,  I  hope,  Mr.  Editor,  after  the  above  list  is 
conned  ver,  the  proprietors  will  be  induced  to  make  the  necessary 
alteration. 

Burgee. 


4 
2 
4 
5 
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Sprays 
Stellas 
Sylphs 
Sirens 
Sylphidcs 

2  Tritons 

3  Undines 
2    Venturas 
2    Vespers 
2     Visions 

2  Violets 

3  W  anderers 
2    Wasps 
2    WaterlUys 

Water  Wy  Terns 

Waves 

Whims 

Wild  Pucks 

Wizards 

Zouaves 


5 
4 

4 
4 
2 
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FISHBOURNE,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

During  the  past  week  we  visited  one  of  the  most  secluded  and  pictur- 
esque sites  on  the  north  shore  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  there  amid  the 
most  luxuriant  foliage,  extending  to  the  water's  edge  of  the  Solent,  we 
arrived  at  the  shipbuilding  yard  at  Fishbourne,  commonly  called  Fish* 
house,  situate  on  the  port  hand,  at  the  entrance  of  Woottbn  Creek,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quarr,  a  celebrated  abbey  of  the  name  founded 
in  the  year  1131,  by  Baldwin,  Earl  of  Devon.  It  was  in  our  peregrina- 
tion oyer  those  ruins  that  we  were  induced  to  refer  to  the  guide  or  hand- 
book for  information,  wherein  it  is  mentioned  that  "  through  a  richly 
wooded  country  down  to  the  sea  shore  we  come  to  a  small  village  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Wootton  Creek,  called  Fishbourne,  where  there  is  a  ship- 
wright's yard  in  which  during  the  early  part  of  this  century  several 
frigates  for  the  royal  navy  were  constructed,"  and  we  may  add  also, 
several  yachts  belonging  to  the  various  yacht  clubs,  more  particularly 
the  celebrated  frigate-built  ship  Falcon,  which  for  years  bore  the  flag  of 
that  ever-to-be-lamemted  and  revered  commodore,  the  late  Earl  of  Tar* 
borough.  No  one  can  mention  that  name  without  heaving  a  sigh,  for 
in  his  days  "Yachting  was  Yachting,"  O  tempora,  0  mora!  At 
length,  strolling  on  through  the  copse,  a  pleasant  walk  of  about  a  mile, 
we  reached  Fishhouse,  the  thermometer  at  eighty  degrees  and  a  calm. 
We  thought  of  the  "down  eastere"  who  profess  to  build  their  evergreens 
in  the  forest  and  cut  them  off  by  the  mile  as  they  are  wanted,  then 
transporting  the  mid-ship  carcase  to  the  sea  shore,  and  after  putting  two 
ends  to  them,  send  afloat  to  "  go  seeking"  thus  we  may  account  for 
those  wall-sided,  vessels,  or  sugar  boxes.  Taking  this  simile,  we  had 
here  de facto  "vessels  built  in  the  copse,"  nevertheless  we  paused  and 
wondered  with  astonishment  that  such  a  sheltered  and  secluded  harbour 
of  refuge  should  be  apparently  so  little  known  and  seemingly  neglected. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  as  few  have  been  induced  to  visit  it,  except 
when  their  interests  or  business  led  them  thither.  It  presented  to  us  a 
perfect  harbour  of  refuge  for  yachts,  approached  by  a  somewhat  circui- 
tous channel  between  the  mud  banks  which  extend  some  distance  off 
the  Motherbank,  but  at  high  water  affording  sufficient  depth  for  every 
purpose. 

In  the  creek  we  found  a  collier  brig  discharging  her  cargo,  some  mile 
or  two  inland,  and  several  yachts  snugly  ensconsed  behind  a  spit  of  land, 
extending  into  the  creek,  among  them  the  Camilla  just  returned  from 
the  Mediterranean,  thus  embayed  they  are  protected  from  every  sea, 
whilst  the  elevated  land  on  both  6ides  of  the  creek  secures  them  from 
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southerly  gales  of  wind*  Several  yachts  avail  themselves  of  the  seclu- 
sion during  the  winter.  In  the  yard,  if  we  may  term  it,  we  noticed  a 
very  handsome  model  of  a  cutter  of  about  25  tons  ready  for  launching, 
building  for  Thomas  Hayes,  Esq.,  of  Cork;  and  Mr.  Brain  the  builder 
informed  us  he  had  a  sister  vessel  to  lay  down  as  soon  as  this  yacht  was 
launched.  This  little  craft  has  been  inspected  by  several  nautical  per* 
sons;  and  there  is  something  so  beautifully  clean  about  the  water  line, 
and  with  a  due  regard  to  accommodation,  that  we  opine  she  will  turn 
out  to  be  a  very  fast  vessel. 

On  the  adjacent  blocks  there  is  a  schooner,  the  Pirate,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Cunningham,  who  is  well  known  to  the  nautical  community,  as  the 
inventor  of  the  reefing  gear,  the  Pirate  is  to  be  lengthened  amidships. 

We  have  since  learnt  that  the  Wildfire,  Marina,  and  several  other 
yachts  rendezvous  here  during  the  winter,  or  in  other  words  lay  up 
there. 
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In  au  article  named  "  Yachting  Reminiscences,"  by  "  Bluejacket/'  he 
suggests  the  propriety  of  forming  a  committee  of  some  half  dozen  or 
dozen  yachtsmen  to  take  into  consideration  the  existing  harbour  charts 
and  sailing  directions,  with  a  view  of  condensing  and  simplifying  them 
for  the  use  of  the  pleasure  navy.  The  proposition  is  good,  and  it  must 
be  allowed  by  all  hands,  that  something  of  the  kind  is  much  needed ;  the 
proposer  sets  a  good  example,  by  offering  to  be  one  of  the  committee— 
sorely  this  will  be  responded  to  by  other  gentlemen,  who  have  time  to 
devote  to  such  a  purpose.  In  our  last  number  we  stated  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Yacht  Club  was  in  possession  of  Charts  and  Sailing  Directions,  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  that  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  the  Commodore. 
Such  an  act  shows  that  yachting  is  carried  on  in  that  colony  with  spirit, 
and  great  praise  is  due  to  that  gentleman  for  the  care  and  attention  he 
has  bestowed  on  the  subject. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  at  this  time  when  the  subject  of  Charts 
and  Sailing  Directions  is  under  consideration,  to  give  the  title  of  the 
Canadian  work  in  full — as  it  will  show  to  those  who  are  willing  to  join 
"  Blue  Jacket,"  what  is  the  nature  of  the  undertaking  required  for  our 
own  coasts. 

"The  Harbours  and  Ports  of  Lake  Ontario,  in  a  Series  of  Charts  accom- 
panied by  a  description  of  each,  together  with  the  Light  Houses,  Harbour 
Lights,  Depth  of  water,  Courses,  Distances,  &c,  &c  ,  compiled  from  authentic 
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sources.  The  Charts  of  Copt.  Owen  and  Lieut.  Herbert,  from  Recent  Sur- 
veys, as  well  as  from  Personal  Observations,  by  Edward  M.  H odder,  M  D., 
Commodore  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club." 

In  the  following  extract  the  author  fully  explains  the  feeling  that 
actuated  him  to  devote  so  much  time  and  labour  to  this  praiseworthy 
task  : — 

44  For  the  Members  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club,  this  little  work  has 
been  compiled,  and  to  them  it  is  dedicated,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  not  only 
interest,  but  also  excite  and  encourage  in  them  a  taste  for  that  invigorating 
truly  British  pastime,  and  manly  sport,  Yachting,  and  make  it  rival  in  their 
affections  the  glorious  game  of  Cricket,  the  Hunt,  or  the  Gun  :  to  the  love 
and  encouragement  of  these,  may  not  Old  England  mainly  attribute  the 
courage  and  daring,  the  athletic  frames,  and  hardiness  of  her  sons  ?  for  let 
it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  effeminacy  of  a  people  is  the  surest  forerunner 
of  the  decay  of  a  nation. 

(<  May  it  also  be  useful  to  them,  by  giving  such  sure  and  accurate  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  various  Harbours  and  Ports  on  Lake  Ontario,  as  may 
create  in  them  a  fondness  for  cruising,  from  the  conviction,  that  in  any 
weather  they  can  speedily  reach  some  haven  of  refuge,  where  their  gallant 
little  Barks  may,  in  shelter  and  in  safety,  ride  out  the  fiercest  storm." 

Having  now  shown  what  one  nrin  can  do  when  iu  earnest,  we  hope 
some  practical  yachtsmen  will  notify  to  us  their  willingness  to  join 
"  Blue  Jacket,"  which  will  ensure  the  appointment  of  a  committee. 


THE  SURPRISE  YACHT. 

r  Mr.  W.  Foster,  of  114,  Fenchurch  Street,  has  just  published  a  beau- 
tiful Portrait  of  this  yacht  in  the  act  of  winning  the  Royal  Mersey 
Challenge  Cup,  in  18o6.  It  is  drawn  and  Lithographed  by  Mr.  Chas. 
Taylor,  and  as  a  Work  of  Art  will  rank  with  the  productions  of  Condy, 
Dutton,  and  Robins. 


STORMY  NIGHT  AT  SEA. 

Dark  clouds  hang  lowering  o'er  the  deep, 
And  billows  dash  with  sullen  roar, 

And  o'er  each  wild  and  rocky  steep, 
The  white  surge  foaming  laves  the  shore. 

The  wind  blows  high;  the  dreary  sound 
Portends  the  heavy  coming  show'r; 

The  forky  lightnings  flash  around, 

And  thunder  .speaks,  —  Almighty  Tow*!-! 


STORMY    NIGHT    AT    SEA. 

Heard  you  that  pealing,  awful  crash? 

How  loud,  how  grand  that  bass  note  roars ! 
Whilst  mountains  high  the  wild  waves  clash, 

The  mingling  storm  the  tempest  pours. 

Convulsive  elements  around. 
Thy  gloomy  grandeur  I  survey; 

With  rapture  hear  the  awful  sound, 
With  rapture  catch  the  vivid  ray. 

The  God  of  Tempest  now  commands; 

He  bids  the  thunders  loudly  roar ; 
They,  sounding  o'er  the  yellow  sands,     , 

Responsive  join  the  billows  hoar. 

Nature,  now  in  the  awful  hour, 
Of  storm,  of  tempest,  and  of  night. 

Proclaims  unbounded  heavenly  power, 
E'en  in  the  darkest,  wildest  night. 

For  now  no  sunbeams  shed  their  light, 
No  whispering  breezes  gently  play; 

Objects  more  grand  my  soul  invite 
Than  the  mild  blush  of  op'ning  day. 

No  twinkling  star  o'er  heaven's  expanse, 
Now  shoots  its  pale  and  glimmering  ray; 

Objects  more  grand  my  soul  entrance 
Than  twilight  veil'd  in  silver  gray. 

Tho'  oft  beneath  the  beechen  shade, 
At  the  calm  hour  of  ev*ning  mild, 

Tve  markM  the  dewy-scented  glade, 
And  oft  the  vacant  hour  beguil'd. 

And  then  pale  Cynthia's  lucid  beam, 
Passing  thro'  clouds  of  ether  bright, 

Shew*d  her  enamour'd  partial  gleam, 
And  woo'd  the  stillness  of  the  night. 

On  the  lone  spray,  sweet  Philomel 
Would  warble  forth  her  plaintive  strain, 

Amid  the  dark,  embow'ring  dell, 
Then  fly  into  the  woods  again. 

The  glow-worm  too,  with  brilliant  rays, 
Would  cast  its  little  lustre  round, 

To  light  the  merry  dancing  fays, 
Whose  tiny  gambols  mark  the  ground. 
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So  fly  the  shades  of  summer-night; 

Oh!  bow  unlike  this  midnight  blast, 
Where  not  one  gleam  of  dim,  faint  light, 

Is  seen  to  cheer  those  at  the  mast. 

By  the  rude  mercy  of  the  winds, 
O'er  the  rough  sea  their  bark  is  tost. 

Death's  fancied  form  assails  their  minds, 
Hope  is  extinct,  life's  treasure  lost 

The  wares  dash  o'er  the  vessel's  side, 
Sad  terror  reigns,  and  wild  dismay, 

Okhipotjsncb,  be  thou  their  guide, 
Protect  them  through  the  watery  way. 

O!  let  thy  thunder  cease  to  roll, 
Thy  fiery  flashes  cease  to  play, 

Support  each  sinking,  drooping  soul, 
And  shed  thy  ever-healing  ray. 

Dispel  the  fury  of  the  blast, 
The  howling  of  the  hollow  wind, 

And  let  the  storm  be  hush'd  to  rest, 
And  hope  pervade  each  anxious  mind. 

For  life  is  valued,  friends  are  dear; 

The  tender  ties  of  love  how  kind! 
And  the  rude  pilot  drops  one  tear 

For  those  left  far,  too  far  behind. 

Perhaps  the  partner  of  his  rest, 
With  Anguish  hears  the  hollow  storm, 

Clasps  the  lov'd  infant  to  her  breast, 
That  bears  his  dear  remembered  form. 

And  sighs,  and  weeps,  and  counts  the  hours, 
And  doubting  looks  for  his  return, 

She  summons  all  her  feeble  pow'rs, 
Alas!  life's  dearest  hopes  are  flown. 

But  soon  will  joy  give  place  to  grief; 

And  rapture  soon  beam  thro*  her  tears; 
The  God  of  Mercy  sends  relief, 

To  raise  the  languid  sailors  fears. 

And  now  the  vessel  smoothly  glides, 
The  storm  is  hush'd,  the  thunders  cease; 

Soft  Zephyrs  curl  the  placid  tides, 
The  winds  are  still,  all,  all  is  peace. 
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BY  A  YBTBftAJr  YACHTSMAN. 

Doctob  Scalpafini  the  celebrated  sawbones  of  the  Italian  city  of 
had  been  in  bed  just  half-an-hour,  the  night  being  one  of  the  most 
serene.  The  sound  of  the  doctor's  nasal  music,  might  have  been  heard 
bj  a  passenger  in  the  streets,  at  several  doors  distant,  from  his  house, 
indeed  the  police  occasionally  stopped  to  listen,  and  had  Scalpalini's 
lodging  have  been  over  or  adjoining  a  carpenter's  workshop  it  would  not 
have  required  an  Indian  rubber  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  set  down 
the  noise  as  arising  from  his  neighbour  "  chips,"  being  busily  engaged 
in  the  planing  of  a  plank  thickly  studded  with  knots,  to  carry  on  the 
metaphor,  the  doctor  appearing  to  arrive  at  these  knots  very  often,  as 
he  repeatedly  woke  himself  by  the  action  of  his  imaginary  plane  being 
suddenly  arrested  by  them. 

A  sharp  ring  of  the  door  bell  however  put  a  stop  to  his  unmusical 
music,  and  as  he  had  an  instinctive  ear  for  a  professional  summons  it  was 
but  the  work  of  an  instant  to  jump  from  his  couch,  hoist  the  window, 
and  address  the  disturber. 

"  By  the  bones  of  Esculapius,  thou  must  have  taken  my  bell  wire  for 
a  chain  cable. 

"  There's  little  time  for  ceremony,19  replied  an  individual  at  the  door, 
who  had  dismounted  from  a  horse  to  get  at  the  bell  handle,  "  the 
Countess  is  impatient  of  your  presence,  and  by  what  I  could  glean  from 
the  attendants  of  her  chamber  you  have  but  small  time  to  waste  in 
words." 

"  All  right  Guieseppi,"  said  the  doctor,  for  by  this  time  he  had  recog- 
nised die  messenger  "  I  will  be  with  the  lady  as  soon  as  my  quadruped 
which  is  of  the  right  sort  can  carry  me  there,"  Scalpalini  hereupon  sum- 
moned his  servant  and  giving  him  the  necessary  directions  to  prepare 
his  mule  for  the  journey,  he  forthwith  proceeded  to  dress  himself,  placing 
certain  professional  implements  and  restoratives  in  the  pockets  thereof, 
whilst  he  is  so  doing  and  the  messenger  is  on  his  return  to  assure  the 
lent  that  the  doctor  is  en  route  to  her  assistance,  we  will  enlighten 
reader  a  little  as  to  the  lady  who  thus  urgently  required  his  services. 
rhe  Countess  of  ■  was  a  beautiful  woman  of  twenty,  she  was 

lative  of  Seville  and  was  another  of  ten  thousand  instances  we  see  of 

did  views  being  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  choice  of  a  husband,  and 
o.  7.— VOL.  VI.  2  N 
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she  consequently  became  a  victim  to  pound,  shilling,  and  pence  conside- 
ration, being  compelled  by  her  parents  to  marry  an  old  fellow  of  sixty. 

The  count  her  husband  was  shortly  after  her  marriage  ordered  to 
Peru  on  a  diplomatique  mission,  but  just  before  the  time  for  his  depar- 
ture for  Cadiz  arrived,  madam,  in  order  to  avoid  accompanying  him,  pre- 
tended to  be  taken  alarmingly  ill,  and  as  she  represented  herself  to  be 
in  that  condition  which  comes  under  the  denomination  of  "  interesting," 
the  Count  was  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  sailing  without  her,  content- 
ing himself  with  arranging  for  her  voyage  to  rejoin  him  after  the  event 
which  was  to  make  him  the  happy  father  of  a  son  or  daughter  or  both  as 
the  case  might  turn  out. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  her  husband  was  scarcely  half  way  to 
Madeira,  (whither  the  ship  he  was  in  intended  touching)  than  madam 
recovered  her  health  and  spirits,  and  secretly  hoped  that  her  loving, 
but  not  loveable  spouse  was  gone  for  ever,  one  thing  is  certain  that  if 
ever  a  pang  shot  across  her  for  this  cruel  wish  she  endeavoured  to  forget 
such  an  unamiable  feeling  by  cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  a  pleasing 
young  Englishman,  who  assisted  his  father  in  carrying  on  the  business 
of  a  wine  werchant  in  Xeres.  The  countess  had  met  this  youth  at  a 
ball  given  by  the  Governor  of  Seville,  and  having  danced  and  flirted 
with  him,  she  could  not  avoid  drawing  comparisons  between  her  piece 
of  old  shrivelled-up  parchment  of  a  husband,  (her  partner  for  life,)  and 
the  handsome  young  gentleman  which  was  only  entitled  to  be  her 
partner  for  a  dance.  After  the  ball  the  meetings  between  the  youthful 
pair  were  more  frequent  than  could  fairly  be  attributed  to  chance,  did 
the  countess  appear  upon  the  Alameyda  attended  by  her  duenna  (who 
by-the-bye  was  in  the  former's  interest.)  Young  Mildred  (for  so  was  he 
called)  was  sure  to  be  there,  at  the  Theatre,  the  Opera,  or  at  the  Plata 
de  Toros,  there  too  was  the  swain,  in  short  reader  he  became  the  shadow 
of  the  countess,  everybody  noticed  the  remarkable  fact,  still  no  one  won- 
dered at  it  when  they  reflected  on  the  spindle  shanks  and  emaciated 
appearance  of  the  count,  and  comparisons  indeed  became  odious  when 
these  were  contrasted  with  the  handsome  features  of  Mildred,  who  in 
addition  to  these  qualifications  was  in  possession  of  that  style  of  health 
and  vigour  which  marks  the  owner  with  a  pair  of  ruddy  cheeks. 

Well!  whilst  the  countess  was  fast  improving  her  convalescence  by 
those  innocent?  meetings,  (her  "  interested  condition"  as  reported  he 
count  having  been  apalpa  ble  mistake  on  her  part,  old  Count  Decex.,  *r> 
her  husband,  was  wending  his  way  for  Cape  Horn;  he  was  not  ho  rcr 
fated  to  double  that  promontory  so  perilous  to  old  husbands  with  j ,  og 
wives,  in  short  dear  reader  we  must  make  a  clean  breast  of  it,  an*3     ith 
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Mushes  inform  you  that  the  meetings  to  which  we  have  referred  at  the 
Alameyda,  the  theatres,  the  ball,  &c.,  resolved  itself  at  length  into  a 
case  of 

"  Meet  me  by  moonlight  alone;" 

and  die  requirement  of  Doctor  Soalpalini's  services,  as  mentioned  in  our 
opening  page  was  the  result,  unless  the  fame  of  the  fair  lady  can  be 
cleared  by  supposing  that  the  very  affectionate  letters  which  she  received 
from  old  Spindle-shanks,  was  the  primary  cause  of  her  maternity,  but 
we  are  going  ahead  too  fast! 

It  was  about  seven  months  after  the  departure  of  the  count,  his  lady 
began  to  reflect  that  certain  aged  spinsters  living  in  Seville  were  for  ever 
on  the  look  out  for  the  chance  of  a  little  scan  mag.,  and  so  poor  an 
opinion  had  they  formed  of  their  own  sex  in  that  pleasant  city  that  a 
register  was  duly  kept  by  them  of  the  marriages  and  births  that  took 
place  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  although  in  many  cases  teir  calcula- 
tions undeniably  resulted  in  favour  of  the  parties  who  were  under  the 
ordeal  of  this,  anything  but  an  impartial  jury,  yet  there  certainly  did 
happen  now  and  then  instances  which  would  require  a  very  strict  search 
through  all  the  back  numbers  of  the  Lancet,  before  one  could  light  upon 
such  lust  nature^  as  to  enable  the  scrutinizer  to  overturn  the  unerring 
principles  of  nature  or  Cocker,  and  clear  the  fair  fame  of  the  maternals; 
of  this  latter  class  she  had  the  best  of  reasons  for  believing  she  was 
likely  to  become  a  member,  and  therefore  determined  to  depart  from 
Seville  and  baffle  the  arithmetic  of  the  seedy  old  tabbies  we  have  alluded 
to,  she  accordingly  announced  the  intention  of  travelling  for  the  benefit 
of  her  health,  and  whatever  might  be  the  suspicions  of  the  hostile  party 
as  to  the  reasons  of  the  countess's  resolution,  yet  they  feared  (like  the 
mariner,  who,  in  a  ship  ""at  sea,  has  not  been  blessed  for  some  days 
with  a  sight  of  the  celestial  bodies,)  that  their  calculations  would  be  so 
far  baffled  by  the  removal  of  the  terrestial  body  as  no  more  to  be 
depended  on  than  that  termed  amongst  mariners  the  "dead  reckoning.9' 
Taking  with  her  no  other  domestic  than  her  duenna  (who  we  have 
remarked  was  also  her  confidant,)  the  countess  for  the  reasons  we  have 
just  assigned  set  out  on  her  travels,  and  after  the  usual  amount  of  an- 
noyance from  quarantine  and  custom-house  officials  arrived  safely  in  the 
city  of  ,  where  (pfter  a  short  stay  in  furnished  apartments)  she 

seeded  in  hiring  a  pleasant  villa,  a  short  riding  distance  from  the 
',  but  close  to  the  sea  coast.  Having  consulted  Doctor  Scalpalini  on 
case,  that  worthy  recommended  the  villa,  the  property  being  his 
,  he  also  procured  for  the  lady  the  services  of  Guieseppi,  and  further 
red  the  attendance  of  others  when  circumstances  should  happen  to 
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inquire  their  presence;  ikat  period  had  now  arrived,  hence  the  hasty 
summons  of  Sealpahni  as  we  hare  already  stated,  hot  ere  we  proceed 
further  the  reader  must  be  told  that  Young  Mildred  had  left  Spain  som* 
weeks  before  the  countess,  being  destined  for  the  Levant  in  furtherance 
of  a  commercial  speculation*,  undertaken  by  his  father.  Having  bow 
handed  in  our  brief  which  shews  the  count  to  be  en  hie  travels,  the  lady 
to  be  settled  for  the  present  in  the  suburbs  of  — — ,  Mildred  pursuing 
his  way  to  that  country  where  the  wise  men  are  said  to  come  from,  and 
Scalpalini  on  his  road  at  the  urgent  call  of  the  countess  to  be  with  her  in 
the  hour  of  "  nature's  sorrow,'9  we  may  accompany  the  doctor,  and  for 
a  short  time  lose  sight  of  the  count  and  Young  Mildred, 

As  Scalpalini  crossed  the  back  of  his  mole  a  vfvid  flash  of  lightning 
had  well  nigh  blinded  him,  the  heavens  suddenly  became  overcast,  heavy 
drops  of  rain  began  to  patter;  gusts  of  wind  were  succeeding  each  otto 
fast,  in  short,  alt  the  elements  were  at  work,  and  it  was  evident  a  storm 
was  brewing.  On  travelled  the  doctor  amid  the  war  of  elements,  his 
business  admitted  not  of  delay*  A  sudden  flash  and  then  a  load  report 
of  a  peculiar  sound  convinced  him  that  the  latter  was  not  of  Heaven^ 
artillery;  but  that  some  tempest-tossed  vessel,  was  in  peril.  Scalpahni 
was  a  humane  man,  nevertheless  in  went  the  rowels  ef  his  spurs  to  the 
flanks  of  his  mule,  and  as-  the  flash  from  the  guns  came  from  a  direction 
which  he  was  compelled  to  pursue  in  order  to  reach  the  villa-  of  the 
countess,  he  was  not  as  yet  losing  time. 

In  the  interim  the  storm  was  raging  with  all  the  fury  of  a  "gregalli,* 
(as  these  Mediterranean  north-east  gales  are  termed.)  Peering  through 
the  darkness,  now  and  then  dispelled  by  the  vivid  lightning,  the  doctor 
at  length  discovered  the  outline  of  a  vessel:  a  rocket  sent  up  at  the  same 
moment  from  her  convinced  him  that  she  it  was  who  had  put  forth  the 
previous  signals  of  distress.  A  still  further  ride  of  half  a  mile  brought 
Scalpalini  to  a  spot  nearly  dead  to  leeward  of  tike  distressed  ship:  here 
the  little  man  observed  that  the  beach  was  smooth  and  free  from  rocks, 
although  a  tremendous  surf  broke  at  some  distance  from  the  high  water 
boundary;  the  thought  instantly  occurred  to  him  that  could  he  succeed 
in  guiding  the  vessel  to  the  spot  where  he  then  pulled  up,  it  was  possfbie 
that  some  lives  might  be  saved.  She  was  now  distinctly  visible,  he  saw 
at  once  the  impossibility  of  her  being  able  to  work  off  the  lee  shore, 
losing  ground  as  was  but  too  apparent,  at  "every  attempt  the  ma  m 
made  to  tack  the  ship;  and  to  wear  her  round  was  quite  fo  nd 
the  question.  The  roar  of  the  surf  added  to  that  of  the  temper  In- 
deral it  impossible  for  the  human  voice  to  be  heard  had  he  attemp.  to 
hail  the  ship — what  then  was  to  be  done?     To  invite  the  crew  f  ]    «h 
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tbehr  devoted  bark  At  the  precise  spot  o*  which  Ire  might  select  ffi  the 
most  fitting:  not  a  single  habitation  was  there  within  a  mrle,  and  that 
was  the  villa  of  the  countess:  before  he  could  possibly  reach  that  and  re- 
torn  with  a  signal  fight  in  a  lanthorn  sdF  would  he  over  with*  the  dis- 
trssood  ship* 

The  only  chance  therefore  of  guiding  them  to  the  avoidance  of  the 
terrific  rocks  which  stretched  out  to  the  right  and  left  of  him  was,  by 
the  use  of  the  flint  and  steel  which  he  carried  for  the  purpose  of  lighting 
his  cigar*,  flfadpafinr  instantly  set  about  making  a  vigorous  application 
of  these  showers  of  sparks  soon  evolved  from  the  steel,  and  a?  another 
awful  flash  of  lightning  showed  the  position  of  the  vessel,  a  fow  minutes 
after  these  efforts  to  signalise  her— he  had  reason-  to  hope  the  stratagem 
had  succeeded,  for  she*  was  now  coming  in  before  the  gale  with  her  head 
directed  to  the  spot  the  doctor  was  so  anxious  to  indicate  to  her  crew. 
Hope  now  arose  in  hie  breast  that  he  had  been  the  humble  means  of  sav- 
ing many,  if  not  all  of  the  crew;  and  although  the  sunVrings,  and  per- 
haps peril  of  his  patient,  the  countess,  was  not  forgotten  amid  his  present 
proceedings  and  delay,  yet  thought  Scalpalini  upon  the  principle— 


u 


Of  two  evils  choose  the  least." 


I  may  here  save  forty  fires,  and  putting  the  very  worst  feature  of  the 
countess's  case  in  view,  it  might  result  in  the  loss  of  two,— mother  and 
child;  but  that  is  according  to  all  human  calculations  a  very  remote  con- 
tingency, and  would  but  prove  an  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

The  last  gun  had  now  been  fired  on  board  the  hapless  ship;  alas!  to 
thirty  souls  on  board  her  it  was  but  as  the  death  signal,  for  melancholy 
to  relate,  she  "  broached  to  "  from  some  unknown  cause,  just  as  she  was 
on  the  point  of  clearing  the  formidable  ridges  (perhaps'  her  wheel  ropes 
psrted,)  and  in  an  instant  was  dashed  upon  the  rocks— shrieks  were 
heard,  and  three  minutes  afterwards  not  the  strongest  flash  of  lightning 
could  enable  the  spectator  to  see  a  vestige  of  the  ship-,  for  she  had  gone 
to  pieces  on  the  ledge,  and  the  "under-tow"  was  eddying  the  wreck  to 
seaward.  Scalpalmi  wrung  his  hands  and  wept,  and  was  preparing  to 
remount  his  mule  and  proceed  to  his  patient,  when  a  light  glimmered  in 
his  rear— it  approached,  and  in  a  fow  moments  he  recognised  Guieseppi. 

*  Ah!  Guieseppi,"  said  the  doctor,  "  wouM  that  you  had  appeared  with 

1     ;  light  a  little  sooner,  it  might  have  served  to  guide  the  stranded  ves- 

i     to  a  safer  landing;  but  speak,  quick!     How  gets  on  the  countess? 

nred  not  leave  the  beach  whilst  hope  remained  of  saving  the  poor 

i     iners.* 

The  countess,"  replied  Guieseppi,  "  is  anxious  for  your  appearance, 


278  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

bat  with  ordinary  speed  I  think,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  of  such  matters, 
you  will  have  time." 

"  But,"  answered  the  doctor,  "  we  most  closely  scrutinize  the  beach, 
and  about  the  rocks  whilst  we  have  the  lanthorn  and  candle;  there  may 
be  some  poor  wounded  fellow  from  the  wreck,  gasping  for  human  aid/ 

"  True,  master,"  observed  Guieseppi,  "  let  us  proceed  then  in  the  good 
work,  and  may  Heaven  make  us  the  humble  installments  of  saying  a 
fellow  creature's  life." 

Hereupon  the  doctor  and  his  companion  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the 
surf  and  closely  examined  every  crevice  in  the  rocks,  or  spot  likely  to  be 
the  one  where  the  eddying  waves  might  be  expected  to  deposit  particles 
of  the  wreck.  At  length  their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  for  on 
turning  the  sharp  angle  of  a  projecting  ridge  two  human  beings  were 
discovered.  On  feeling  their  pulses  Scalpalini  had  considerable  doubt, 
touching  the  power  of  any  earthly  being  to  restore  their  suspended  ani- 
mation, however  he  quickly  raised  their  heads  from  the  ground,  and 
having  with  the  assistance  of  Guieseppi  removed  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  waves  as  they  broke  with  fury  on  the  shore,  he  administered  res- 
toratives to  each,  little  thinking  when  he  placed  these  in  his  pocket  for 
the  countess  that  a  portion  of  them  would  come  so  opportunely  to  save 
the  lives  of  the  shipwrecked  men  he  had  thus  by  his  perseverance  dis- 
covered. Scalpalini  knew  that  for  the  present  he  cculd  do  nothing  mote 
for  the  poor  fellows,  so  he  arranged  to  leave  them  in  charge  of  Guie- 
seppi whilst  he  proceeded  on  to  the  countess,  and  from  thence  despatch- 
ing hastily  constructed  litters  to  bring  them  to  the  house,  where  they 
could  be  stripped  of  their  wet  clothes  and  put  between  warm  blankets. 

On  arriving  at  the  villa  he  found  the  countess  on  the  eve  of  confine- 
ment, and  after  changing  his  wet  clothes  for  some  of  Guieseppi's,  he  had 
but  barely  time  to  communicate  to  her  the  cause  of  delay,  and  receive  a 
carte  blanche  to  avail  himself  of  anything  the  house  afforded  for  the  re- 
ception and  recovery  of  the  wrecked  men,  when  her  ladyship  became 
the  mother  of  a  fine  boy;  in  the  meantime  assistance  had  been  sent  to 
the  beach,  and  the  patients  speedily  brought  up,  and  every  thing  needful 
towards  their  recovery  put  into  requisition.  As  the  countess  was  doing 
well  Scalpalini  soon  had  an  opportunity  of  turning  his  attention  to  them, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  treatment 
produce  a  favorable  result,  and  on  his  leaving  the  villa  about  '  * 
o'clock  in  the  morning  they  were  pronounced  out  of  danger,  s<  it 
Scalpalini  on  his  return  home,  after  a  stiff  glass  of  brandy  and  t, 

went  to  bed  a  happy  man,  and  at  peace  with  himself  and  all  the  w  d, 
certainly  not  the  less  so  at  the  prospect  of  receiving  a  few  donl f  as 
when  he  should  pay  his  second  visit  to  the  countess. 
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Guieseppi,  occasionally  relieved  by  the  gardener,  continued  to  watch 
oyer  the  conches  of  the  rescued  voyagera:  they  passed  a  favorable  night, 
and  on  the  return  of  Scalpalini  to  the  villa  he  found  them  entirely  free 
from  danger,  and  only  suffering  slightly  from  the  wounds  they  had  re- 
ceived amongst  the  rugged  rocks— these  were  of  a  kind  which  admitted 
of  an  easy  cure,  being  all  exteriority;  anxious  as  the  doctor  was  to  learn 
the  particulars  of  the  shipwrecked  crew  and  their  vessel,  he  forebore 
from  entering  into  conversation  with  his  patients — indeed  he  enjoined 
them  to  refrain  from  any  exertion  beyond  expressing  their  immediate 
wants,  promising  that  on  the  morrow  this  restriction  should  (if  all  went 
on  as  well  as  it  then  promised)  be  entirely  removed.  The  sufferers  were 
but  too  grateful  to  their  preservers,  and  of  course  readily  complied  with 
the  doctor's  injunction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  after  the  shipwreck,  when  Scalpalini 
arrived  at  the  villa  he  found  the  voyagers  sufficiently  recovered  to  write 
letters  apprising  their  friends  of  their  shipwreck  and  present  whereabouts, 
m  order  therefore  to  carry  out  this  and  receive  letters  of  credit  and  other 
correspondence  they  requested  the  doctor  to  inform  them  to  whom  they 
were  indebted  for  such  comfortable  quarters,  and  expressed  their  wishes 
to  see  their  host  or  hostess,  not  being  aware  whether  it  was  one  or  both 
of  these  who  acted  on  the  occasion  the  part  of  the  "good  Samaritan ;* 
the  doctor  explained  that  the  lady  had  been  recently  travelling  for  the 
benefit  of  her  health,  and  finding  the  suburbs  of  the  city  to  her  taste 
she  had  'taken  the  house  they  were  now  in,  for  a  short  time,  and  had 
jnst  been  confined  of  a  son;  indeed,  the  event  had  [taken  "place  almost 
immediately  after  they  themselves  had  been  brought  in  from  the  beach; 
the  title  of  the  lady  was  the  Countess  of  —  but  it  was  the  doctor's 
opinion  that  this  was  not  the  real  name  of  his  patient,  however,  with 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do,  she  was  liberal  and  had  taken  his  house,  and 
if  it  had  given  her  any  satisfaction  to  adopt  a  particular  name  or  title, 
he  could  only  say  after  the  manner  of  Dickens  in  his  novel  of  David 
Copperfield,  "  that  Barkis  was  willing:"  thus  thought  Scalpalini,]  for  he 
was  too  discreet  a  medical  man  to  say  that  much  to  the  convalescent 
gentleman. 

The  latter  were  therefore  precluded  for  the  present  from  an  interview 
with  their  hostess,  and  as  it  would  take  some  time  before  they  could 
r  ive  replies  to  their  letters,  they  at  the  pressing  invitation  of  the 
c  itese  (sent  through  the  medium  of  Scalpalini)  agreed  to  remain  at 
t  villa,  in  the  meanwhile  they  paid  a  visit  to  the  bank  in  the  city,  and 
e  trienced  no  difficulty  in  renewing  their  funds,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
a        turned  out  being  personally  known  to  a  director  of  the  establish- 
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moot,  they  therefore  availed  themselves  of  the  circumstance  to  patronise 
the  "  Stalta,"  and  "  Hoby  "  of  the  city,  every  particle  of  their  wardrobe, 
(except  that  portion  on  their  persons  when  rescued  on  the  night  of  the 
wreck,)  baring  been  lost  with  the  ship.     It  appears  the  vessel  belonged 
to  the  Austrian  States,  and  was  from  Bio  de  Janeiro  bound  to  Genoa, 
she  had  touched  at  Gibraltar,  being  short  of  water  and  provisions;  there, 
she  renewed  these  essentials,  but  having  had  a  case  of  yellow  fever  on 
board  during  the  voyage  from  Bio,  no  one  was  permitted  by  the  qua- 
rantine authorities  to  leave  the  ship,  there  being  no  lazaretto  at  Gibral- 
tar'   But  as  there  was  no  restriction  as  to  passengers  from  that  place 
embarking,  she  took  in  some  few  there,  making  altogether  at  the  time 
of  the  shipwreck,  thiry-two  souls  on  board  including  passengera  and 
crew,  of  which  we  have  seen  only  two  were  saved;  the  elder  of  these  had 
now  been  twioe  oast  away,  having  been  previously  picked  up  by  the 
Austrian  ship  with  several  others,  drifting  about  in  open  boat,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  make  for  laud  they  had  fallen  in  with  "  II  Puritam," 
for  so  was  she  named.    It  appears  that  the  vessel  they  had  abandoned 
took  fire,  and  a  rush  to  the  boats  ensuing,  (the  night  on  which  it  hap- 
pened being  a  very  dark  one,)  they  lost  sight  of  their  companions  in 
misfortune,  and  was  not  therefore  enabled  to  apeak  as  to  their  fate  of 
those  rescued  by  "  II  Puritani,"  amounting  to  14;  some  of  them  would 
have  gladly  landed  at  Gibraltar  had  not  the  quarantine  officials  deter- 
mined otherwise,  as  to  the  younger  gentleman  now  staying  at  the  villa, 
he  had  embarked  in  the  iH&ted  ship  at  the  last  named  port*  having 
been  some  weeks  awaiting  the  sailing  of  some  vessel  to  the  very  place 
" B  Puritam  "  was  bound.    The  primary  cause  of  her  being  dashed  to 
pieces  was,  the  loss  of  her  rudder  at  the  commencement  of  the  gregalli 
gale,  and  before  a  temporary  one  could  be  fitted,  the  ship  had  drifted 
with  the  increasing  wind  and  sea  too  close  to  the  shore  to  avert  the 
calamity.     It  further  appeared  that  at  the  critical  moment  the  temporary 
rudder  broke,  caused  by  the  descent,  after  the  uplifting  of  her  by  a  huge 
wave,  and  having  thus  lost  all  command  of  the  ship,  she  "  broached  to, * 
and  bumped  upon  the  ledge. 

A  fortnight  had  now  elapsed  since  the  confinement  of  the  countess, 
she  was  convalescent,  had  come  down  into  the  drawing  room,  and  had 
appointed  to  see  her  guests  on  the  following  day,  in  the  meantime  they 
were  awaiting  their  letters  from  their  respective  homes,  these*  were  <"  ly 
expected  to  arrive,  on  the  receipt  of  which  it  was  the  intention  r(  te 
alder  guest  to  return  westward,  whilst  the  younger  one  pursu  is 
travels  in  an  opposite  direction. 
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The  cutter*  matches  for  first  and  second  class  vessels  came  off  on  the 
2nd  of  June,  and  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  entries,  several  cele- 
brated vessels  were  "at  the  fore/'  yet  much  disappointment  was  manifested 
at  the  non-appearance  of  the  Cymba  (  a  recent  addition  to  the  Club), 
and  the  renowned  Amazon,  (which  has  been  purchased  by  a  Mr.  Johnson, 
since  the  demise  of  her  worthy  and  much  esteemed  owner,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Young,)— but  altho'  these  did  not  show,  still  we  had  our  old  favourites, 
Mosquito,  Phantom,  Thought,  and  the  saucy  Kitten,  all  of  whom  are 
well  known,  in  every  part  where  yacht  sailing  has  been  in  vogue.  The 
others,— -Cyclone  was  built  by  her  owner  in  1856,  and  although  she  has 
started  on  several  occasions,  yet  victory  has  not  crowned  her  efforts.— 
Extravaganza  came  out  last  year,  built  by  Wanhill,  and  notwithstanding 
many  of  the  "  sages"  condemning  her,  she  has  turned  out  a  better  vessel 
than  they  anticipated.  She  won  three  prises  last  year.  It  is  neediest 
to  say  anything  of  the  Glance,  as  her  success  last  season  has  made  her 
doings  known  to  all.  The  Emmet  is  a  new  vessel  by  Wanhill,  but  we 
must  see  more  of  her  performances  before  passing  judgment.  In  our 
humble  opinion  it  is  unfair  to  speak  in  disparagement  of  a  vessel  on  her 
first  appearance.  Whether  it  is  to  be  thought  "  knowing  "  or  not,  we 
cannot  say,  but  too  many  jump  at  conclusions  without  any  just  reason, 
before  a  vessel's  capabilities  have  been  ascertained.  Very  frequently  we 
find  a  yacht  quite  the  reverse  of  their  hasty  expressions  of  "  crank,"  &c 
The  Silver  Star  made  her  first  appearance  last  year,  was  built  by  Tovell, 
of  Colchester,  the  builder  of  the  Margaret. 

The  day  was  fine,  and  the  Club  steamer  punctually  started  from  Lon- 
don Bridge  for  the  scene  of  action — Erith  ;  having  on  board  the  noble 
Commodore,  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  Vice-commodore  Green,  and  a  nume- 
rous company.  On  arriving  at  Erith  the  following  were  at  their  moor- 
ings, via: — 

First  Class,  exceeding  35  tons,  for  a  Silver  Tankard  and  Salver,  value 
£100.     Half  minute  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage. 

Numbered  agin  Hunfs  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


Yachts'  Names. 


Rig. 


1  Extravaganza 

2  Cyclone 

{     iMoaquito 


cutter 
cotter 
cutter 


Tons. 


40 
43 
59 


Owners. 


Sir  R  Shelley 

W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 

T.  Groves,  Junr.,  Esq. 


cond  Class,  exceeding  20,  and  not  exceeding  35  tons,  for  a  Silver 
o.  7.— vol.  vi.  2  o 
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Gilt  Claret  Jug  and  6  Cups.     Half  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference 

of  tonnage. 

Numbered  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


864  Silver  Star 

462  Glance 

786  Phantom... 
956  Thought... 
327  Emmet 


IUg. 

Tom. 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

35 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

29 

cutter 

32 

Owners. 


J.  Mann,  Esq. 

E.  G.  Bankes,  Esq. 
S.  Lane*  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
E.  Gibson,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  Erith  to  the  Nore  and  back. 

On  the  steamer  coming  within  about  a  mile  of  Erith  the  above  vessels 
were  found  ranged  in  two  lines,  and  anxiously  waiting  for  the  signal  to 
engage  in  the  contest.     The  day  was  remarkably  fine  with  a  light  breeze. 

At  llh.  30m.  20s.  the  preparatory  gun  was  fired,  and  the  starting 
gun  five  minutes  after.  Now  all  were  as  active  as  kitten  s,- — p  flew  the 
canvas,  and  away  went  the  gallant  fleet,  Extravaganza  leading,  Cyclone 
second,  and  Glance  third. 

In  the  Rands  Reach  the  Glance  put  Mosquito  about,  the  wind  being 
very  baffling,  and  the  Emmet  now  came  up  with  a  breeze.  Off  Purfleet 
Mosquito  crossed  ahead  of  Glance  on  the  wrong  tack,  making  a  very 
close  shave,  and  gaining  fast  on  the  other  vessels ;  and  when  Mosquito 
next  put  about  on  the  Essex  shore  she  came  in  close  with  the  Cyclone, 
and  the  trio  being  too  near  to  be  pleasant,  the  Glance  being  desirous  of 
taking  advantage  of  their  position  made  an  unlucky  tack,  and  was  headed 
by  the  wind,  which  now  flew  round  to  S.W.,  and  brought  the  Thought 
flying  up  to  the  other  vessels.  The  breeze  carried  the  fleet  merrily 
down  Long  Reach,  and  they  entered  Fidler's  Reach  in  the  following 
order: — Extravaganza,  Emmet,  Thought,  Mosquito,  Cyclone,  Glance, 
Phantom,  Silver  Star.  The  breeze  now  settled  to  a  pleasant  south  wind, 
Phantom  catching  it  first,  passed  Glance  and  Cyclone.  Gravesend  was 
reached  at  12h.  50m.,  Mosquito  having  by  this  time  passed  Thought,  a 
long  way  ahead  of  Phantom,  Cyclone,  and  Glance,  Silver  Star  far  astern. 
There  was  a  good  steady  soldier's  wind  in  Sea  Reach,  and  the  Mosquito 
passed  first  Emmet,  and  then  Extravaganza,  but  the  Glance  did  very 
little  to  better  her  position.  On  the  way  down  Cyclone  passed  to  wind- 
ward, and  Glance  to  leeward  of  Phantom,  they  rounded  the  Nor*  -" fll*r 
before  low  water  as  follows  : — 


h.  m.  s. 

Mosquito 2  35  30 

Extravaganza 2  36  40 

Emmet 2  37  30 

Thought 2  42  50 


h.  _  s. 

Cyclone 2  4;  M) 

Glance 2  49  10 

Phantom 2  5(  10 

Silver  Star 2  ~  10 


r 


BOYAL   THAMES  TACUT   CLUB   MATCHES.  283 

This  left  a  good  match  between  Mosquito  and  Extravaganza,  and  between 
Emmet  and  Thought,  the  betting  and  excitement  being  high*  The 
vessels  ran  back  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  run  down,  with 
big  topsails  set  Soon  after  rounding,  the  bobstay  bolt  at  the  end  of  the 
Emmet's  bowsprit  gave  way,  and  though  the  damage  was  to  a  certain 
extent  repaired,  her  chance  of  winning  was  materially  diminished  by  the 
accident.  Glance  came  up  to  Cyclone,  but  could  not  pass  her,  leaving 
Phantom  a  long  way  astern.  In  turning  through  the  Lower  Hope,  the 
Thought  came  up  to  Emmet  and  ultimately  passed  her.  Glance  nearly 
weathered  Cyclone,  but  while  these  two  were  manoeuvring  Phantom 
came  up,  and  in  Gravesend  Reach  passed  Glance,  which  seemed  out  of 
spirits,  and  made  no  attempt  at  stopping,  she  then  passed  Cyclone.  At 
the  upper  end  of  Long  Reach,  Glance  out-manoeuvred  Cyclone  and 
passed  her,  they  arrived  at  Erith  in  the  following  order: — 


h.    m.  s. 

Mosquito 6      3      0 

Extravaganza 6     12     35 

Thought..... 6    21     20 

Emmet 6    26      0 


h. 

Phantom 6 

Glance 6 

Cyclone 6 

Silver  Star 6 


m. 

S. 

29 

30 

31 

30 

32 

0 

50 

0 

Mosquito  and  Thought  being,  of  course,  the  winners  in  their  respec- 
tive classes  of  the  prizes,  which  were  duly  presented  to  them  in  the  usual 
manner  by  the  Commodore.  Mosquito  was  unlucky  at  the  beginning 
of  the  match,  but  seems  to  retain  her  superiority  over  everything  old  or 
new,  in  the  hands  of  the  present  captain,  Walker.  The  Thought  was 
sailed  by  Pittock,  (her  old  skipper,)  she  and  the  Phantom  have  now 
each  beaten  the  other  four  times.  The  Glance  was  sailed  by  her  old 
captain,  R.  Penny,  and  no  alteration  has  been  made,  except  that  a  little 
ballast  has  been  taken  out,  which  cannot  have  done  her  any  harm.  Her 
defeat  was  a  great  surprise  to  many,  numerous  bets  having  been  taken 
at  very  low  odds  that  she  would  carry  off  the  first  prize,  and  though 
Time  was  considered  a  dangerous  enemy,  no  one  imagined  but  that  she 
would  have  come  in  before  Thought  or  Phantom. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  steamer,  with  the  band  of  the  Life  Guards,  was 
engaged  by  the  club,  the  Sea  Swallow  being  chartered  by  independent 
speculators  to  attend  the  match,  both  vessels  were  well  filled.  The 
steamer  started  from  London  Bridge  with  exemplary  punctuality,  and 
though  the  time  occupied  by  the  match  was  rather  long,  she  returned  to 
L  Ion  Bridge  at  a  few  minutes  past  eight  o'clock.  The  new  plan  of 
g  g  from  and  returning  to  London  Bridge  without  stoppages,  appeared 
tc  ive  great  satisfaction  :  those  impatient  grumblers  who  talk  so  much 
oi  elay  could  not  complain  on  this  occasion,  the  weather  being  so  warm, 
ai     withal  pleasant,  few  matches  have  giveu  greater  satisfaction  to  the 
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general  company  assembled.  The  Aquiline,  Clytnene,  Dart,  Drift, 
Halcyon,  Phoenix,  Will-o'the  Wisp,  and  many  other  yachts  were  under- 
way, but  we  did  not  hear  any  complaints  of  their  annoying  the  com* 
peting  yachts. 

Schooner  Match,  June  19th. 
Ws  find  ourselves  once  more  afloat  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  steamer, 
to  witness  one  of  the  prettiest  contested  matches  ever  sailed  on  Old 
Thames,  so  far  as  two  of  the  vessels  are  concerned,  however,  we  must 
not  anticipate,  but  begin  in  regular  order.  We  started  from  London 
Bridge  with  punctuality,  notwithstanding  the  noble  Commodore  was 
absent,  "  Time  and  tide  waits  for  no  man,"— -and  we  may  designate  the 
worthy  "  Vice*  as  the  former,  for  he  is  noted  for  keeping  to  the  exact 
minute,— so  away  we  went,  hissing  and  fuming  through  the  Pool  ; 
once  or  twice  in  very  close  contact  with  a  larger  steamer,  which  felt 
much  inclined  to  give  us  a  broadside  : — however,  "  go-ahead"  was  the 
word,  and  we  quickly  left  the  lubbers  behind,  passing  one  of  the  wonders 
of  the  world  (the  Great  Eastern) ;  by-the-bye,  when  we  were  boys  tbe 
wonders  **  were  limited, " — how  many  are  there  now?  There's  a  job 
for  you  my  fine  fellows,  just  log  that  and  when  you  please  give  us  the 
answer. 

As  we  neared  Blackwall  (which  we  gave  as  wide  a  berth  as  possible 
without  taking  a  trip  into  Kent)  we  observed  a  speck  in  the  water,  and  • 
some  objects  like  unto  mill  sails  tossed  in  the  air/  when  lo!  and  behold, 
it  was  the  noble  commodore  in  a  waterman's  boat,  endeavouring  to 
attract  atteution  by  waving  his  arms.  Some  few  seconds  elapsed  before 
"  ease  her  "  was  wafted  on  the  wind,  and  then  Lord  Alfred  was  soon  on 
board. 

The  place  of  rendezvous  (Gravesend)  was  reached,  and  the  following 
were  ready  for  the  start. 

First  Class. — For  a  handsome  Silver  Ewer  value  £100. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 

Yachts'  Names. 

Rig. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

1254 

Zouave 

schooner 
schooner 

90 
113 

R.  Ar&hin,  Esq. 
G.  P.  Bidder,  Esq. 

651 

Second  Class. — For  a  {Silver  Gilt  Tureen,  value  £50. 


no. 

Yachts'  Names. 

Kig. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

43 

Aquiline 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

64 
60 

74 

J.  Cardinal],  Esq. 
J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 

1096 

Wildfire 

1025 

Vestal 

ROYAL   THAMES   YACHT   CLUB   MATCHES.  285 

The  Fet,  160  tons,  belonging1  to  A.  Tooth,  Esq.,  was  entered  but  did 
not  attend  at  the  moorings.  Various  were  the  reasons  assigned,  and  we 
believe  "the  saihnaker  of  Gravesend,"  gave  the  true  version,  "she  sailed 
down  the  river  the  previous  day  and  was  out  of  trim!"  This  vessel  was 
built  last  year  by  Moore  of  Plymouth,  but  more  anon. 

The  course  was  from  Gravesend  to  the  Mouse  Light  and  back  to 
Greenhithe.  Time— -Quarter  of  minute  per  ton  up  to  150,  beyond 
which  no  time  allowed. 

The  situation  for  starting  was  unfortunate,  as  several  craft  (coasters 
and  others)  were  in  the  way.  The  first  gun,  however,  was  fired  at 
12k  29m.  30s.,  and  the  second  at  12h.  33m.  3os.  The  usual  five 
minutes  not  observed,  because  the  Aquiline  was  dragging  her  moorings. 
The  Vestal  was  the  first  round,  but  we  made  out  the  Aquiline  first 
under  canvas ;  the  Wildfire  was  much  hampered  by  a  brig,  which  she 
had  to  go  to  leeward  of.  She  had,  also,  some  trouble  with  her  foresail. 
Daring  this  time  the  Zouave,  which  was  slow  in  hoisting  her  canvas, 
soon  after  starting,  took  the  lead,  the  wind  having  slightly  increased. 
They  proceeded  in  the  following  order  :  Zouave  first,  Vestal  second, 
Aquiline  third,  Mayfly  fourth,  and  Wildfire  last.  A  very  sharp  con- 
test between  the  two  latter,  and  the  Wildfire  obtained  fourth  place. 
In  the  Lower  Hope  they  were  all  near  each  other,  and  the  Vestal 
passed  the  .Zouave,  after  a  very  pretty  race  between  them.  The  Wildfire 
having  kept  to  windward  through  the  Hope,  came  up  to  the  leading 
yachts  "  hand  over  hand,"  and  when  off  Shellhaven,  being  on  the  wrong 
tack,  she  crossed  the  Aquiline  which  had  to  go  about,  and  immediately 
hoisted  a  protest.  After  this  the  Wildfire  gained  rapidly  on  the  two 
leading  vessels,  and  passed  the  Zouave,  which  had  been  making  strong 
efforts  to  head  the  Vestal.  The  Aquiline  had  not  been  idle,  for  she 
succeeded  in  passing  Zouave.  The  wind,  at  this  time,  was  very  strong, 
with  a  heavy  rolling  sea,  through  which  the  several  craft  ploughed 
frequently  bows  under.  The  company  forward  on  board  the  steamer 
was  several  times  treated  with  a  taste  of  the  "  briny."  On  one  occasion 
a  bevy  of  ladies  on  the  port-bow,  were  anxiously  watching  for  the  Mouse 
Light,  when  the  steamer  made  a  lurch,  and  Father  Neptune  poured  on 
board  an  extra  quantum,  which  these  merry  lasses  received  with  laughter 
and  joyous  screams,  although  they  were  drenched  from  head  to  foot. 
I  vever,  it  was  a  beautiful,  sunshiny  day,  and  the  warm  bath,  although 
i1  liaarranged  their  attire  for  a  time,  did  not  prevent  them  enjoying 
tl 


tack  after  tack  was  contested  by  Vestal  and  Wildfire :  more  excel- 
,  seamanship  has  seldom  been  witnessed  ;  and  the  Wildfire  at  last 
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obtained  the  lead.  We  doubt  whether  the  steamer  would  have  gone  so 
far  as  the  Mouse,  had  it  not  been  such  a  near  thing  between  these  two 
vessels,  but  reach  the  Mouse  we  did,  and  the  steamer  hung  on  the  light 
vessel,  the  poor  fellows  on  board  which,  no  doubt,  were  highly  pleased 
with  this  little  divertissement  to  their  usual  monotonous  life.  Here  we 
waited  for  the  racing  craft,  which  rounded  as  follows  : — 


h.    m.    8. 

Wildfire 3    30    30 

Vestal » 4    34    80 


n.    m.   i. 

Zouave 4    46      0 

Aquiline 4     49     30 


The  three  first  rounded  in  first-rate  style,  and  the  Aquiline,  which 
had  been  well  handled  throughout  the  match,  would  assuredly  have  been 
close  on  the  Zouave,  but  for  a  slight  mistake,  having  made  too  short  a 
board  before  running  for  the  light,  was  forced  to  go  about  again,  which 
lost  her  some  time. 

Owing  to  her  small  sails,  and  the  tide  being  strong  against  her,  it  was 
a  matter  of  surprise  she  rounded  at  all.  The  larger  vessels  were  often 
buried  in  the  waves,  but  this  saucy  little  jade  came  dashing  along  defying 
the  elements.  The  Vestal  lost  four  minutes  in  beating  down  to  the 
Mouse ;  and  as  she  had  to  allow  3m.  30s.  for  difference  of  tonnage,  it 
was  considered  by  the  partisans  of  the  Wildfire  a  "  certainty  ;  "*  and 
many  had  "  booked  her  to  win  ; "  but  "  there's  many  a  slip,"  &a,  and  so 
it  proved  at  the  finish. 

Immediately  after  rounding,  each  prepared  for  the  run  back,  and  the 
wind  having  drawn  a  little  more  northerly,  a  gallant  race  was  expected  : 
reefs  were  shook  out  and  a  press  of  canvas  hoisted,  that  sent  them  Hying 
homeward  at  a  rattling  pace.     The  race  was  now  between  the  Vestal 
and  Wildfire,   and  by  the  time  they  reached  Leigh,   the  former  had 
gained  four  minutes  on  the  latter,  and  was  stem  and  stem.     From  this 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Lower  Hope,  the  handling  of  the  yachts  was  the 
admiration  of  all— never  do  we  remember  a  more  exciting  scene.     Most 
of  our  readers  have,  no  doubt,  seen  a  running  match,  when  neither  peds 
can  best  the  other.     Whenever  the  Vestal  made  a  spurt,  up  stepped 
Wildfire,  drew  a   little   ahead  ;   then  came  Vestal    with   fresh   dash, 
outstepping  Wildfire,  and  thus  they  continued  until  the  Vestal  abreast 
the  Mucking  drew  clear  ahead  of  Wildfire  and  slipped  away  with  a  quiet 
steady  pace;  still  no  harm  was  done,  3m.  30s.,  was  considered  a  sad  bar 
to  her  winning;  however  on  passing  Tilbury  Fort  she  had  gained       i. 
18s  ;  up  the  Reach  she  flew  whilst  the  Wildfire  seemed  spell  boui      it 
Gravesend,  as  she  appeared  to  be  without  motion,  the  wind  having      I- 
denly  at  this  point  fallen.     In   the  meautime  the  Vestal  was  for      £ 
ahead,  and   the  steamer  had  to  make  the   "  pot  boil "  to  get  to  Gi     i- 
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hithe  in  time  to  see  her  round  the  flag  buoy.  The  steamer  having  taken 
her  station  all  attention  was  centered  on  the  racers,  which  rounded  at 
the  following  times:— 


h. 

Vestal 7 

Wildfire 7 


m. 

s. 

19 

5 

23 

25 

h.    m.    a, 

Zouave 7     27     50 

Aquiline 7     46    45 


The  Vestal  was  thus  conquerer  of  Wildfire  by  60s.,  and  of  Zouave  by 
15m.,  taking  into  consideration  allowance  for  difference  of  tonnage. 

The  Vestal  had  some  mishap  with  gaff-top-sail  halliards  just  before 

rounding  the  flag-buoy,  and  immediately  after  so  doing  her  immense 

balloon  jib   carried  away   her  jib-boom.     Great  interest  was  manifest 

respecting  Wildfire  before  she  came  round  the  buoy,  as  she  appeared  to 

be  bowling  along  at  a  rapid  speed  after  getting  clear  of  Gravesend. 

This  was  a  match  which  should  be  seen  to  be  appreciated,  for  no  writer 

(not  even  mine  ancient  George)  can  sufficient  convey  to  the  reader  the 

exciting  changeable  scene  from  the  rounding  at  the  Mouse  to  the  finish. 

After  all  had  rounded  the  flag  buoy,  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.,  the  owner 

of  the  Vestal  was  hailed  to  come  on  board  the  steamer,  as  according  to 

the  rules  of  the  R.T.Y.C.,  if  a  boat  in  the  second  class  comes  in  actually 

ahead  of  all  the  boats  in  the  first  class,  she  takes  the  first  prize;  and 

the  first    boat   in    the    second    class  takes  the    second  prize;   but  a 

great  question   was  raised,   whether  in  that  case  there  was  any  time 

to  be  allowed  between  two  boats  of  the  second  class.     Fortunately, 

however,  the  success  of  the  Vestal  rendered  it  unnecessary  to  go  into 

this  subject  or  into  that  of  the  protest;  tho'  just  as  the  prizes  were  being 

distributed,  a  cry  was  raised,  that  the- Aquiline  was  approaching  with 

her  ensign  flying  by  way  of  protest  against  somebody  or  something,  and 

great  was  the  relief  at  hearing,  in  answer  to  the  commodore's  hail,  that 

the  protest  was  against   the  Wildfire.     The  prizes  were  accordingly 

given  without  further  delay,  the  first  to  the  Vestal,  the  second  to  the 

Zouave. 

The  Vestal  on  this  occasion  was  sailed  by  Pittock,  who  is  well-known 
as  a  former  captain  of  the  Volante  and  Thought.  She  was  painted 
white,  in  conformity  we  presume  to  the  purity  her  name  implies. 

We  should  observe  that  the  absent  Pet  joined  in  the  fleet  coming  up 

from  the  Nore,  but  where  she  came  from  none  could  tell,  there  she  was 

enough,  and  appeared  a  very  pretty  top-sail  craft:  and  if  her  owner 

take  the  trouble  to  get  her  into  racing  trim  she  may  ornament  his 

board. 

he  Zouave  is  a  new  vessel,  and  was  built  by  Inman  not  Ratsey,  as 
:d  by  mistake  in  the  Universal  Yacht  List.     She  is  a  good  stout 
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sea  boat,  and  as  her  worthy  owner  is  an  excellent  seaman  himself,  and  is 
generally  on  board  daring  a  match,  no  doubt  everything  is  done  in  first- 
rate  style:  we  hope  to  log  him  as  a  winner  during  the  present  season. 

The  Wildfire's  sailing  in  this  match,  was  highly  praised  by  those  who 
are  good  judges  of  this  art,  and  great  regret  was  expressed  that  there 
was  no  third  prize  to  award  her. 

The  Aquiline  maintained  her  character  as  a  danntless  sailer,  her 
owner  and  crew  are  well  mated,  for  neither  wind,  sea,  nor  weather  can 
deter  them  from  doing  their  utmost  to  win. 

At  the  present  and  last  (1856)  schooner  match  in  the  Thames,  there 
was  plenty  of  wind  to  try  the  capabilities  of  the  vessels,  although  thie 
year  was  mild  in  comparison  to  last,  for  then  it  blew  in  squalls,  whereas 
on  this  occasion  there  was  a  good  6teady  breeze. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  at  this  match  have  led  to  a  discussion  in 
Belts  Life,  from  which  we  extract  the  following: — 

Ma.  Editor : — As  one  ofthe  sufferers  from  the  extraordinary,  and  I  may 
say  unjust,  decision  on  the  late  schooner  match  in  the  Thames,  I  should 
feel  obliged  by  your  giving  the  following  remarks  a  place  in  your  impartial 
and  valuable  paper.  I  had  taken  2  to  1  to  some  amount  that  the  Wildfire 
would  win  the  first  prize,  and  laid  even  money  that  she  would  win  the  second. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  had  she  started  with  them  she  would  have 
come  in  first.  I  would,  therefore,  ask,  who  places  the  vessels  in  their 
positions  previous  to  starting,  and  why  not  give  them  all  an  equal  chance  ? 
Why  was  the  line  not  taken  above  the  coal-brig,  instead  of  placing  the  Wild- 
fire in  such  a  position  that  in  getting  under  weigh  she  must  either  go  to 
leeward  of  this  brig  or  foul  of  her  ?  There  is  no  doubt  but  th*t  the  Vestal 
is  justly  entitled  to  the  first  from  having  beaten  the  first-class  vessels  without 
time.  The  Wildfire  did  the  same,  and  thereby  became  a  first-class  vessel, 
and,  I  maintain,  was  both  in  law  and  equity  entitled  to  the  second  prize. 
I  think  Mr.  Turner  Turner,  for  the  credit  of  his  vessel,  and  for  the  sake  of 
those  friends  who  have  backed  her,  ought  to  dispute  this  most  incompre- 
hensible and  unfair  decision.  The  Vestal  may  thank  her  large  balloon  jib 
for  being  able  to  run  the  Wildfire,  which  the  latter  had  not. 

Yours,  &c,  A  Suffkbeb. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  just  been  reading  an  account  ofthe  animated  match 
for  the  prizes  given  by  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  yesterday,  and  I  desire 
to  point  out  an  error  in  the  regulations  regarding  the  award  of  those  prizes 
which  needs  only  to  be  pointed  out  to  be  at  once  rectified.    The  y« 
started  for  two  prizes— those  yachts  above  75  tons  contending  for  th~ 
prize ;  those  under  75  tons  contending  for  the  second — but,  by  a  wit 
just  regulation,  if  a  yacht  of  the  smaller  class  should  come  in  first 
becomes  entitled  to  the  first  prize,  the  first  yacht  of  the  larger  class  bi 
entitled  to  the  second  prize.     The  injustice  to  which  I  allude  is  exemp" 
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in  the  following  case  that  occurred  yesterday: — The  Vestal,  second  class, 
obtained  the  first  prise.  The  Wildfire,  a  yacht  of  the  second  class,  though 
beating  the  Zouave,  a  yacht  of  the  first  class,  obtained  no  prize  at  all  I 
Surely  this  is  hard !  I  would  suggest  the  substance  of  the  following  rule  :— 
"  Where  two  prizes  are  sailed  for  on  the  same  day,  the  two  leading  vessels 
•hall  be  entitled  to  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  arrive  at  the  goal. 
Should  either  of  these  vessels,  however,  belong  to  the  second  class,  then  the 
leading  vessel  of  that  shall  be  entitled  to  the  second  prize."  This  would  be 
a  short  and  comprehensive  rule,  and  would  not  give  an  undue  advantage  to 
the  smaller  vessels ;  for  it  never  can  be  thought  just  that  a  smaller  vessel 
beating  a  larger  vessel,  as  in  the  case  quoted,  should  be  disentitled  to  a  prize 
merely  because  she  is  the  smaller  vessel.  I  only  beg  to  add  that  I  have  no 
acquaintance  whatever  with  the  owner  of  the  Wildfire,  and  never  even  heard 
of  the  vessel  before,  and  that  I  write  only  in  the  cause  of 
London,  June  20,  1857.  F airplay. 


Ma.  Editor  : — I  perceive  in  your  paper  of  last  week  two  letters  of  objection 
to  the  award  of  prizes  in  the  late  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner 
Match,  and  as  the  rule  of  the  club  does  not  appear  to  be  commonly  under- 
stood, I  venture  to  state  what  it  has  long  ago  been  decided  to  be : — That 
when  two  classes  of  vessels  sail,  and  there  is  a  prize  for  each  class,  the  vessel 
coming  in  absolutely  first  takes  the  first  prize,  and  the  winning  vessel  of  the 
other  class  takes  the  second  prize.    The  rule  has  never  been  that  the  prizes 
are  given  to  the  first  and  second  vessels,  but  one  prize  to  each  class ;  and 
"  A  Sufferer"  has' no  more  reason  to  complain  of  the  decision,  and  to  talk  of 
injustice,  than  the  owner  of  the  Zouave  has  reason  to  complain,  because, 
being  first  of  the  first  class,  he  has  not  the  first  prize,  or  because  he  was 
not  allowed  to  shift  ballast,  or  of  any  other  rule.    The  present  rule  seems,  at 
first  sight,  to  be  fair  enough,  and  is  certainly  better  than  that  proposed  by 
"  Fairplay,*  which,  as  printed,  cannot  be  understood.    There  is,  however, 
great  doubt  whether  the  club  will  not  be  forced  to  change  the  rule,  and  to 
give  the  first  prize  to  the  winning  vessel  of  the  first  class,  whether  beaten 
by  a  second  class  vessel  or  not,  otherwise  great  difficulties  may  arise  at  some 
time.    Suppose  three  vessels  of  70,  74,  and  60  tons  to  come  in  as  follow*: — 
74  at  6hM  76  at  6h.  10s.,  and  60  at  6h.  3m.     Here,  according  to  the  present 
rule,  76  cannot  take  the  first  prize,  having  been  beaten  by  74,  a  second  class 
vessel ;  but  74  again  cannot  take  any  prize,  having  been  beaten  (with  time) 
by  60,  which  again  can  have  no  right  to  the  first  prize,  having  been  beaten 
by  a  first  class  vessel.    It  has  been  contended  that  in  such  a  case  the  first 
-e  should  go  to  60,  and  the  second  to  76,  but  surely  there  can  be  no 
on  for  giving  the  first  prize  to  the  third  vessel  merely  because  another 
*el  of  74  tons  happens  to  be  a  little  faster  than  one  of  76  tons  P  for  this 
ild  practically  bring  the  vessels  into  one  class.  The  general  result  appears 
>e  that,  if  there  are  to  be  two  classes,  they  must  be  kept  distinct,  and  a 
;e  allotted  to  eaeh ;  and  in  answer  to  the  objection  that  a  beaten  vessel 
wo.  7.— vol.  vi.  2  p 
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ought  not  to  have  the  first  prize,  it  may  be  said  that  the  larger  vessels  are 

generally  much  more  of  yachts  and  less  of  sailing  machines,  and  that  the 

main  object  of  having  two  classes  is  to  encourage  such  vessels.  As  an  instance, 

I  should  say,  judging  from  appearances,  that  for  all  purposes  of  a  yacht, 

except  match  sailing,  the  Zouave  is  far  superior  to  the  Vestal  or  Wildfire  ; 

and  that  any  one  who  had  the  opportunity  of  choosing  a  yacht  would  much 

prefer  the  Zouave. 

Yours,  &c  ,  C.  M. 


Mb.  Editor  : — The  recent  decision  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  on  the  race 
between  the  Vestal,  Wildfire,  and  Zouave,  awarding  the  second  prize  to  the 
third  vessel,  one  of  the  first  class,  while  the  two  first  were  of  an  inferior 
class,  seems  to  me  not  only  anomalous  in  itself,  but  contrary  to  the  express 
rule  of  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club;  and  opposed  to  its  object  the  26th 
rule  specifies  that  "  if  in  any  match  a  yacht  of  an  inferior  class  shall  come  in 
ahead  of  a  superior  class,  she  shall  receive  the  prize,  to  which  she  would 
have  been  entitled,  if  she  had  belonged  to  such  superior  class.1*  Under  this 
rule  it  is  clear  the  second  vessel,  notwithstanding  her  being  of  an  inferior 
class,  must  be  entitled  to  the  second  prize  ;  yet  the  Sailing  Committee  have 
decided  otherwise,  and  have  passed  over  my  yacht,  the  "  Wildfire,' '  in  favour 
of  the  "Zouave,"  which  came  in  third.  Surely  this  is  neither  politic  nor 
fair.  I  think  the  committee,  in  justice  to  all  parties  interested  in  these 
matches,  should  assign  the  reason  for  departing  from  their  own  rule. 

Yours,  &c,  John  Titrhbb  Turner. 

Bramshaw  House,  July  2nd,  1857. 


Mr.  Editor: — You  were  good  enough  to  insert  a  letter  of  mine  last  week 

on  the  subject  of  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  prizes.    By  a  misprint, 

however,  or  by  a  mistake  of  mine,  the  whole  pith  of  the  rule  I  proposed  is 

gone.     In  your  impression  the  rule  stood  thus : — "  When  two  prizes  are 

sailed  for  on  the  same  day,  the  two  leading  vessels  shall   be  entitled  to 

them  in  the  order  in  which  they  arrive  at  the  goal.    Should  either  of  these 

vessels,  however,  belong  to  the  second  class,  then  the  leading  vessel  of  that 

class  shall  be  entitled  to  the  second  class.*'    It  should  have  been  :  *'  Should 

neither  of  these  vessels,  however,  belong  to  the  second  class,"  &c.     Begging 

you  to  insert  this  obvious  mistake, 

I  am,  &c,  F  airplay. 
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The  first  of  the  series  for  the  season  of  1857  came  off  on  the  1&- 
June,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction.  It  must  be  a  great  pleasur 
the  Committees  of  Management  of  Clubs,  when  every  act  meets 
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the  approval  of  the  members.  On  this  occasion  there  were  fire  prizes 
for  contention,  between  two  olasses  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  Club,  vir. 
First  Class. — A  Silver  Inkstand,  value  £50.,  for  first  yacht,  a  Silver 
Inkstand,  value  £20.,  for  second,  and  £10.  cash  for  third.  The  follow* 
ing  contested  :— 

Kumbsred  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1 857. 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


Thought. 
Phantom. 


956 
786 
843'Roseof  York. 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


29 
27 
22 


Owners. 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 
R.  Clay,  Esq. 


The  Silver  Star  was  at  her  moorings,  but  owing  to  the  non-arrival 
of  her  owner  did  not  start. 

Second  Class. — A  Silver  CI  are  (Jug,  value  £30,  for  first  yacht,  and 
£10  cash,  for  second.     The  following  came  to  the  start : — 


No. 


1245 

k193 

"704 

573 


Yachts'  Names. 

Zephyrine 

Cormorant 

Mystery 

Kitten 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Ton. 


19 

11 

18 
13 


Owners. 


W.  Chillingworth,  Esq. 
J.  T.  Talmadge,  Esq. 
J.  P.  Dormay,  Esq. 
R.  Leach,  Esq. 


The  Gnome  was  entered  for  the  first  class,  and  the  Black  Swan 
(formerly  Diavolo,)  for  the  seoond  ;  but  neither  made  an  appearance. 

On  arriving  at  Erith  in  the  club  steamer  (Father  Thames),  we  found 
the  yachts  were  placed  in  two  lines  according  to  class.  The  wind  was 
fresh  from  the  N.N.E.,  and  the  "  sun  shone  brightly."  The  prepara- 
tory gun  was  fired  at  llh.  87m.,  and  the  start  at  llh.  42m.  All  atten- 
tion was  ri vetted  on  the  doings  of  the  Phantoms,  Thoughts  and  Kittens, 
as  they  seized  the  halliards  with  a  will,  and  "  bear-a-hand,  my  hearties," 
sounded  from  more  than  one  skipper.  They  canted  beautifully,  and  up 
flew  the  snowy  canvas  ;  the  saucy  Kitten  slightly  with  the  lead  followed 
closely  by  Phantom.  Thought  met  with  an  accident  immediately  after 
starting,  carried  away  her  bob-stay,  and,  before  she  could  repair  the 
damage  much  time  was  lost,  as  she  fell  so  to  leeward  that  she  was  unable 
tn  «tretch  through  the  Rands  Reach,  as  the  others  did. 

7hen  passing  Purfleet  they  were  in  the  following  order.     Kitten, 

»ntom,  Rose  of  York,  Cormorant,  Thought,  Zephyrine,  and  Mystery 

;  and   before   reaching   Stone  Ness,  the  Phantom  drew   ahead  of 

ten.     On  entering  St.  Clements,  the  Thought  shot  ahead  of  the 

ghtly  Kitten,  and  the  Rose  fourth  well  up.     In  Northfleet  Hope 
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the  Thought  shifted  jib*,  here  the  wind  headed  them,  and  they  beat 
down  Graveiend  Reach,  the  Phantom  still  ahead,  passing  the  town 
about  12h.  40m.  The  wind  now  freshening  she  took  in  her  topsail, 
which  example  the  others  followed,  the  Kitten  keeping  well  up  to 
Thought  In  Sea  Reach  they  encountered  several  heavy  seas,  which 
they  shipped  plentifully.  When  passing  Holehaven  the  outhaul  of  the 
earring  of  Phantom's  mainsail  gave  way,  and  she  had  to  haul  down  a 
reef. 

About  two  miles  below  Leigh,  the  commodore  ordered  the  steamer  to 
anchor,  as  the  flood  was  beginning  to  make,  and  the  following  rounded. 


h.   m.   s. 

Phantom S    41      0 

Thought 2    46    30 


h.    h.    s. 

Kitten 2    50      9 

Zephyrine 3      9      0 


Immediately  they  rounded  up  went  topmasts  and  topsails,  and  the 
Phantom  and  Thought  flew  through  the  water  at  railroad  speed.  The 
steamer  did  not  wait  for  the  others  rounding,  but,  meeting  the  Rose, 
she  stopped  to  allow  the  yacht  to  pass  round,  as  was  the  case  also  when 
the  Cormorant  and  Mystery  were  met.  The  leading  vessels  having  by 
this  time  gone  a  considerable  way  ahead,  steam  was  put  on  to  catch 
them,  and  the  leading  yacht  Phantom  was  passed  off  Purfleet,  the 
race  finishing  thus  :— 

First  Clou. 


h.    m.   8. 

Phantom 5    15      0 

Thought 5     17    30 


Seeond  Class. 

h.  m.  s 

Kitten 5  34  0 

Zephyrine 5  55  0 


BoseofYork. 5    51     50  I  Cormorant 6      3      0 

I  Mystery 6      8      0 

The  Phantom  winning  by  lm.  30s.  in  addition  to  the  time  allowed 
her  by  Thought.  The  Kitten  gained  first  prize  in  her  class.  Tom 
Dutch  of  Itchen  Ferry,  as  usual,  sailed  the  Phantom,  and  Pittock  sailed 
the  Thought.  The  Kitten  was  sailed  by  her  captain,  Norman.  The 
prizes  were  duly  delivered  to  the  winners,  each  of  the  vessels  in  the  first 
class  having  one,  and  the  Kitten  and  Zephyrine  having  the  two  second 
class  prizes. 

It  is  doubtful  how  the  match  between  the  "  old  rivals  "  would  have 
ended,  had  the  accident  not  happened  to  the  Thought's  bobstay.     We 
understand  that  the  closing  of  the  entries  was  postponed  at  the  tennemk 
°f  Mr.   Lane,    to   enable   Mr.    Marshall,   who    lately   purchase"1 
Thought,  to  become  a  member  of  the  Club,  otherwise  she  coul 
""!:     We  hoP«  th«  w  the  fact,  as  hitherto  we  believe  the  former  c 
and  Mr.  Lane  were  not  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  as  regards  yacht 
d*y  was  fine  with  plenty  of  wind,  and  although  the  roll  o# 
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steamer  when  at  anchor  off  Leigh,  might  affect  a  few  of  passengers, 
yet  the  company  generally  enjoyed  the  trip. 

The  United  States  frigate  Susquehanna,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  J-  R,  Sands,  was  saluted  by  the  steamer  which  was  returned  by 
the  frigate.  The  Susquehanna  is  from  the  Mediterranean  station,  last 
from  Lisbon,  and  has  been  deputed  by  the  American  Government  to 
assist  the  Niagara  in  laying  down  the  Atlantic  telegraph  cable.  She  is 
a  splendid  frigate  of  2,424  tons,  manned  with  330  hands,  and  with  a 
gentlemanly  set  of  officers  on  board  ;  is  in  perfect  order,  and  from  her 
great  beam  presents  a  clear  deck  and  good  quarters.  Captain  Sands 
was  in  command  of  the  St.  Lawience,  which  conveyed  to  this  country 
the  American  products  and  arts  to  the  Great  Exhibition.  The  presence 
of  the  American  frigate  has  quite  enlivened  the  river,  and  has  been 
visited  by  a  number  of  persons,  and  we  cannot  omit  mentioning  the 
urbanity  and  courtesy  of  the  officers  displayed  on  receiving  them. 

Second  Match,  fob  Third  Class  Yachts. 
As  our  publication  is  delayed   beyond  the  usual  magasine  day,  we 
consider  it  a  part  of  our  duty  to  give  a  report  of  the  matches  that  take 
place  up  to  the  latest  period. 

On  the  2nd  inst,  the  following  prizes  were  given,  viz:  Claret  Jug, 
value  ^20  for  first  yacht,  £10  cash  for  second,  and  £5  cash  for  third. 
Time  one  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  fol- 
lowing started: — 

Aumbered  asin  Hunt's  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


Ho. 


607 
534 
546 

1037 


Yacht*'  Names. 


Little  Mosquito. 

Invicta. 

Julia 

Blue  Belle  

Violet 

Undine 


Rig. 

Tons. 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

8 

cutter  \ 

6 

cutter 

9 

cutter 

9 

Owners. 


E.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq. 
W  Tuckwell,  Esq. 
P.  Turner,  Esq. 
J.  Ridgway,  Esq. 
J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq. 
E.  Searle,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  Erith  to  a  boat  moored  off  Coal  House  Point 
and  back  to  Greenwich. 

The  morning  was  gloomy,  and  had  every  appearance  of  an  uncom- 
fortable day,  but  by  the  time  of  starting  the  wind  had  veered  more 
]  I.E.,  and  was  very  light.  The  first  gun  was  fired  at  llh.  33m., 
t  second  for  starting  llh.  38m.  The  Little  Mosquito,  (which  was 
i  d  by  Truck  well  of  Itchen,)  was  instantly  canted  and  under  canvas 
1  ,  but  being  most  to  leeward,  and  out  of  the  tide,  fell  behind,  so  that 
»       ,  was  first  off,  but  favored  by  the  tide,  the  Undine  and  Violet  soon 
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took  the  lead,  Violet  passed  to  windward  of  Undine;— all  carrying  large 
topsails,  except  Undine. 

Shortly  after  passing  Purfleet,  Little  Mosquito  tried  to  pass  Julia, 
but  was  unsuccessful.  Off  Greenhithe  the  wind  came  round  to  east, 
and  the  Little  Mosquito  again  came  up  to  Julia;  both  were  fast  overhaul- 
ing Undine,  the  latter  being  very  slow  in  tacking,  and  consequently 
after  a  short  time  both  Julia  and  Little  Mosquito  passed  her.  The 
Julia  in  Northfleet  Hope  tacked  apparently  too  soon,  as  by  so  doing  she 
allowed  her  opponent  to  get  to  windward.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  Reach, 
Violet,  was  unfortunately  obliged  to  bear  away  into  the  bight,  whilst 
Little  Mosquito  and  Julia  with  a  better  wind  were  able  to  weather  the 
point.  Off  Northfleet  the  Undine  caught  the  breeze,  and  bowling  along 
the  North  Shore,  whilst  the  others  being  more  to  leeward  fell  into  a 
calm,  this  gave  her  the  lead,  followed  by  Little  Mosquito,  Violet  third. 
But  Julia  had  not  lost  any  way,  as  she  fetched  through  Gravesend 
Reach  without  tacking.  Shortly  before  reaching  Coal  House  Point 
the  Little  Mosquito  passed  Undine,  followed  by  Julia,  and  they  passed 
round  the  flag  buoy,  as  follows* — 


Little  Mosquito. 

Julia 

Violet 


h. 

m. 

s. 

h. 

m. 

s. 

1 

35 

10 

36 

30 

1 

35 

50 

43 

0 

1 

86 

5 

46 

0 

The  Little  Mosquito  soon  as  she  rounded  set  large  topsail  and  square- 
sail,  as  did  Julia;  the  tide  at  this  time  being  very  low  the  latter  appa- 
rently touched  the  mud,  and  hung  long  enough  to  allow  the  Violet, 
which  had  set  a  squaresail,  to  pass  her.  The  Undine  in  attempting  to 
shift  her  canvas,  lowered  her  jib,  and  went  ashore,  where  she  remained 
until  the  club  steamer  towed  her  off,  after  this  she  abandoned  the  race. 
At  this  time  there  was  no  best,  and  the  winner  could  not  be  even  guessed 
at,  but  when  off  Gravesend,  the  Little  Mosquito  showed  undeniable 
signs  of  being  A  1,  and  carried  on  steadily;  wind  being  very  light 
The  Invicta  and  Blue  Belle  were  in  company  all  this  time,  and  the 
former  having  a  large  balloon  jib,  and  small  topsail  gained  on  Violet. 
The  flood  caught  the  vessels  at  Erith,  after  which  the  wind  fell  so  light, 
that  Little  Mosquito  scarcely  had  steerage  way.  Here  Violet  set  a 
square  topsail  that  enabled  her  to  creep  away  from  Invicta.  After  pass- 
ing Halfway  Reach  the  breeze  freshened,  and  came  round  to  E.S.E.. 
and   the  flag-buoy  off  Greenwich  Hospital,  was  eventually  pass^; 

follows: — 

h.  m.  s. 

little  Mosquito..., 6  50  20 

Julia 7  2  20 

Violet  7  9      0 


h.    ... 

Blue  Belle 7    26 

Invicta 7    2* 
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The  Little  Mosquito  thus  adding  another,  and  the  second  this  year 
to  her  list  of  prizes.  We  heartily  congratulate  Mr.  Bulmer  on  his  suc- 
cess, and  we  beliere  this  feeling  is  reciprocated  by  every  one  who  knows 
him* 

The  Undine  is  a  new  boat  built  by  her  owner,  and  when,  after  this 
first  trial,  she  is  more  suitably  sparred,  will  stand  a  better  chance. 

The  Invicta,  we  suspect,  does  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  of  her 
owner,  who  thought  he  was  building  the  champion  of  the  Thames. 


ROYAL  MERSEY  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Although  we  have  many  subscribers  and  friends  at  Liverpool,  we  are 
breed  to  take  our  report  of  this  Club's  doings  from  BeWs  Life,  in  order 
to  keep  up  our  racing  records. 

The  regatta  which  takes  place  annually  under  the  auspices  of  this 
club  commenced  on  Friday,  June  19,  under  circumstances  of  more 
than  usual  brilliancy.  On  this  occasion  her  Majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  patronise  the  club,  by  the  presentation  of  a  silver  cup,  value 
£100,  to  be  competed  for  by  yachts  from  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  no 
entry  required.  In  consequence  of  this  liberal  patronage  on  the  part  of 
the  Sovereign,  the  list  of  yachts  whose  owners  were  desirous  of  com- 
peting for  the  royal  cup  thus  vouchsafed  to  the  Mersey  was  large* 

Nine  yachts  were  placed  on  the  competing  list,  but  before  the  day  of 
competition  arrived,  several  accidents  occurred  to  their  ranks,  and  at  the 
start  only  three  were  on  the  ground.  The  Oithona  had  entered,  but  did 
sot  arrive  in  time  to  start,  having  carried  away  some  of  her  gear  in 
coming  round,  and  the  Plover,  32  tons,  was  dismasted  shortly  before  the 
race  while  carrying  an  enormous  topsail  and  big  balloon  jib  ;  others  were 
detained  outside  by  the  easterly  winds. 

The  early  morning  was  exceedingly  fine,  with  just  sufficient  promise 
of  a  breeie  to  give  liveliness  to  a  yachting  contest,  without  being  equal 
to  the  development  of  full  powers  of  large  craft.  The  steamer  Sea 
King,  Captain  Leach,  was  engaged  by  the  club  to  convey  the  Commo- 
dore and  members,  along  with  their  friends,  from  St.  George's  pier  ; 
and  it  started  about  a  quarter  before  eleven  o'clock,  with  a  numerous 
pi  y  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  the  flag-ship,  moored  off  Rock  Ferry, 
ai    *"'ch  the  numerous  matches  were  to  commence  and  terminate. 

oediately  on  reaching  the  moorings  of  the  flagship,  Commodore 
L  edale,  Rear- Admiral  Grindrod,  Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Melling,  went 
oi    ward  her  Majesty's  royal  steam-yacht  Victoria  and  Albert,  the  Hon. 
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Captain  Denman,  commander,  her  Majesty  having  specially  commanded 
the  yacht  to  be-  present  to  grace  the  occasion,  and  after  a  brief  stay 
Commodore  Littledale  and  Mr.  Fletcher  returned  on  board  the  Sea 
Ring  ;  Rear-Commodore  Grindrod  and  Mr.  Melling  proceeding  to  the 
flagship. 
The  following  yachts  soon  after  took  up  their  stations: — 

Numbered  a*  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857 


No. 

928 
189 
217 


Yaohtf  Names. 


Surprise. 
Coralie... 
Cymba... 


Big. 

Ton. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

19 
86 
50 

Owners. 


T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq. 
A.  B.  Byrne,  Bsq. 
T.  Brassey,  juur.,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  the  flag-ship  down  Victoria  channel,  leaving  the 
black  buoys  on  the  starboard  and  the  red  buoys  on  the  port  hand,  the 
Bell  Beacon  Buoy  on  the  port  hand,  the  N.W.  Lightship  on  the  port 
hand,  the  Bell  Beacon  Buoy  again  on  the  port  hand,  the  N.W.  Light- 
ship again  on  the  port  hand,  again  to  the  Bell  Buoy  Beacon,  leaving 
for  the  last  time  on  the  starboard  hand,  and  so  up  channel,  reversing 
the  order  of  passing  the  black  and  red  buoys. 

The  start  was  made  at  llh.  41m.  40s.,  and  at  llh.  42m.,  before  she 
had  passed  Tranmere,  the  Surprise  was  caught  by  a  sudden  squall  from 
the  E.S.E.,  and  carried  away  her  bowsprit  and  topmast.  She  of  course 
was  effectually  disabled,  and  compelled  to  abandon  the  race.  At  llh. 
56m.  25s.  the  Coralie,  struck  by  a  similar  squall,  sprung  her  topmast 
crosstrees,  and  had  to  strike  her  topsail.  She  continued  to  run  along, 
keeping  close  to  the  Cheshire  shore.  The  Cymba,  headed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  by  Mr.  Dawson's  yacht  Pearl,  which,  although  not  in 
the  race,  continued  all  over  the  course,  shooting  far  ahead.  At  12h. 
13m.,  when  a  little  below  the  fort,  off  New  Brighton,  the  Coralie  set 
her  jib-headed  topsail,  and  continued  the  race.  The  yachts  passed  the 
Bell  Buoy  Beacon  for  the  first  time  as  follows  : — * 


h.   m.   s. 
Cymba. 12    57    50 


Coralie. 


h. 


m.  s. 
10    19 


The  N.W.  Lightship  was  rounded  in  the  following  order  : — 


h>     BDL 
1      21 


h. 

1 


m.  s. 


Cymba 121      0  |  Coralie 

The  second  round  of  the  Bell  Buoy  Beacon  was  made  as  folio 


h. 
l 


m. 
55 


Cymba i    55      2  |  Coralie 2    1 

As  this  juncture  the  Coralie,  having  hauled  down  her  dieting?""1 
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flag,  withdrew  from  the  race,  and  stood  up  channel ;  the  race  conse- 
quently ceased  to  he  a  contest ;  bat  the  Cymba  proceeded  on  her  course, 
and,  after  rounding  the  N.W.  Lightship  once  more,  made  her  third 
round  of  the  Bell  Buoy  Beacon  at  2h.  15m.  30*.  From  this  point  there 
was  an  animated  contest  between  the  Cymba  and  the  Pearl,  the  latter 
keeping  away  from  her  competitor,  which  was  gradually,  though  not 
rery  rapidly,  gaining  on  her.  At  3h.  42m.  the  Cymba,  haying  made 
all  snug,  weathered  the  Pearl,  and  from  that  moment  shot  ahead  of  her, 
but  for  several  miles  the  contest  was  stiff,  though  not  doubtful.  At  4h. 
51m.  45s.  the  Cymba  was  saluted  as  victor  at  the  flagship. 

A  Purse  of  £30  was  given  for  a  match  by  Pilot  Boats. — For  this 
twelve  entered,  but  only  six  started. 

These  were  the  Auspicious,  Victoria  and  Albert,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Queen,  George  Canning,  and  Perseverance. 

At  starting  they  all  got  well  away,  and,  under  the  influence  of  a  fresh 
Weese,  which  had  become  steady  from  the  east,  varying  a  little  to  the 
aorth,  they  stood  down  the  river  in  spanking  style. 

This  course  was  round  the  Bell  Buoy  Beacon,  round  the  North-west 
Lightship,  and  home  to  the  flagship.  The  following  is  the  order  in 
which  they  rounded  the  Bell  Buoy  :— Victoria  and  Albert,  lh.  14m, 
53s.;  Queen,  lh.  18m.  22s,;  Auspicious,  lh.  23min.  15s.;  Perseve? 
ranee,  lh.  29m.  35s.  ;  George  Canning,  lh.  30m.  48s. ;  Prince  of 
Wales,  lh.  80m.  50s.  The  Victoria  and  Albert  (No.  5)  of  the  Pilot 
Boats,  led  confidently,  rounding  the  N.W.  Lightship,  followed  closely 
by  the  Queen  (No.  10),  and  the  Auspicious  (No.  4).  At  a  few 
minutes  past  three,  p.m.,  when  a  little  to  the  north-west  of  the  Formby 
Lightship,  the  Victoria  and  Albert,  at  this  moment  to  all  appearances 
the  winning  vessel,  went  round  and  stuck  fast.  She  was  soon  passed  by 
the  Queen  and  the  Auspicious,  the  latter  gaining  rapidly  on  the  former. 
When  a  little  below  New  Brighton,  the  Queen  had  to  make  a  tack, 
losing  ground  considerably,  which  she  was  never  able  to  make  up.  The 
Victoria  and  Albert  got  off  at  3h.  36m.,  but  not  in  time  to  save  her 
lost  opportunity.  The  Auspicious  came  in  a  winner  at  4h,  51m.  10s., 
and  was  followed  by  the  Queen  at  five  precisely.  This  was  a  well  con- 
tested race. 

1  a  Mersey  Cup,  value  £20.— For  this  cup  there  were  five  entries, 
e  course  was  round  the  Formby  Lightship.      The  Charm  came  in 
i      ,i-  at  4h.  6m    35s.,  followed  by  the  Ranger  at  4h.  10m.  50s.,  and 
1      Tno  at  4h.  20m.  34s.     The  other  two  entered  were  disqualified. 

pbn  Sailing  Boats,  Two  Prizes  op  £5.  10s.  and  £1.  10. — For 
i       race  there  were  thirteen  entries,  but  several  disqualified.     The  first 
7.— vol.  2  q 
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was  I  Will  If  I  Can  ;  the  seeded  was  Elizabeth ;  the  third,  Sea  Witch. 
The  prims  were  awarded  to  the  two  first-named. 

The  Regatta  Cup,  value  £15. — The  following  seven  yachts  were 
entered,  hut  four  only  started  :— Charm,  J.  Poole  ;  Glide,  T.  Wilkin- 
son ;  Mayflower,  G.  Harrison ;  White  Squall,  J.  Sutherberry  ;  Wasp, 
J.  S.  Bishop ;  Alma,  W.  Scott ;  Snake,  J.  Wilkinson.  The  start  took 
place  at  2h.  45m.,  and  at  4h.  23m.  10s.  the  Mayflower  passed  the  flag- 
ship, and  was  declared  the  winner.     The  others  were  not  timed. 

At  the  dose  of  the  different  matches,  the  presentation  of  her  Majesty's 
Cup  to  Mr.  Harrison,  in  the  absence  of  the  owner  of  the  Cymba,  took 
place  on  board  the  Sea  King.  The  cup,  a  very  handsome  one,  of  open 
silver  filagree  work,  embossed  in  spirals  of  tasteful  foliage,  stands  about 
fifteen  inches  high,  and  is  placed  on  a  silver  salver,  richly  chased  in 
frosted  work,  and  foliage  and  scroll,  the  leading  device  being  grape 
clusters  and  vine  leaves.  It  has  three  embossed  shields,  two  of  which 
are  enriched  by  the  royal  cypher,  V.R.,  entwined,  the  third  being 
engraved  with  the  subjoined  inscription  :~ *'  The  Royal  Mersey  Yacht 
Club,  1857." 

Our  Mersey  friends  have  only  themselves  to  blame  for  this  short 
account,  especially  the  latter  part ;  and  we  hope  on  another  occasion 
they  will  think  of  the  Yachting  Magazine. 
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The  regatta  of  this  club  is  generally  looked  to  with  much  interest  by 
the  Essex  and  Suffolk  pleasure  seeking  public,  as  it  presents  to  the 
admirer  of  good  seamanship  a  day  of  real  enjoyment,  and,  to  the  sure 
spectator,  affords  a  very  delightful  excursion.  If  we  may  judge  by  the 
large  influx  of  visitors  on  Tuesday,  June  30,  to  this  improving  watering- 
place,  the  interest  of  past  years  does  not  appear  to  subside.  The  excur- 
sion trains  from  London,  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  intermediate 
stations  brought  down  passengers  in  hundreds,  and  the  steamboats  from 
Ipswich,  with  vehicles  of  every  imaginable  description,  assisted  to  swell 
the  numbers  to  many  thousands, 

A  heavy  shower  of  rain,  about  half-past  ten,  created  some  doul'  * 
far  the  weather  would  suit  the  occasion,  bat  the  yachtsmen  were  satii 
that  the  wished -for  fresh  breeze  from  the  S.W.  promised  valuable  ~: 
their  beautiful  craft,  and  that  all  would  go  merry  as  a  belL 

The  harbour  presented  a  very  animated  appearance.      The  A_ 
River  Queen,    Prince,    Orwell,   Cardinal    Wolsey,   and  the  I- 
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steamers  (the  last  a  fine  Ma-boat  intended  for  Rotterdam  X  with  yachts, 
schooners,  cutters,  sailing  and  rowing  boats,  were  moving  about,  well 
laden  with  tiring  cargoes  of  beauty  and  fashion,  in  every  direction  ;  the 
ladies,  as  usual*  having  a  decided  majority. 

The  worthy  and  much  respected  Commodore,  Andrew  Arcedeckne, 
Esq.*  of  Glevering-park,  Suffolk,  kindly  placed  his  beautiful  little  yacht, 
the  Gnome,  at  the  service  of  the  committee,  who  dressed  her  out  in  gay 
attire,  and  which  formed  the  starting  point  for  the  day.  The  vice* 
commodore,  J*  Cardinally  Esq.,  of  the  Aquiline,  and  R.  Arabia,  Esq.,  of 
the  Zouave,  also  dressed  their  splendid  yachts  with  oodes  of  signals, 
which  caused  them  to  be  much  admired.  The  sailing  committee  were 
Captain  Stephens,  R.N.,  R.  B.  Nalborough,  R.  S.  Barnes,  and  J.  C. 
Wadling ;  B.  P.  Goodwin,  treasurer  ;  Lieut.  Gutzmer,  R.N.,  honorary 
secretary  ;  C.  M.  Nalborough,  assistant  secretary* 

The  prizes  were  exceedingly  good  'for  yacht  sailing  and  rowing, 
amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  upwards  of  £130,  and  this,  for  a  club 
which  has  met  with  various  fluctuations,  must  be  considered  a  very  good 
omen  of  its  future  prosperity.  The  present  staff  of  officers  will,  by 
their  good  management,  restore  the  club  to  its  former  prestige.  They 
are  real  supporters  of  aquatics,  and  advocates  for  the  amusements  of  the 
people.  Some  idea  of  the  interest  the  club  is  at  present  creating,  may 
be  formed  when  the  following  list  of  yachts  which  attended  on  this  occa- 
sion, is  examined  :— 

Vestal,  74  tons,  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.,  winner  of  the  R.T.Y.C.  Cup 
this  season  ;  Dew  drop,  18  tons,  A.  Cobbold,  Esq.,  Rear-Commodore 
R.JLY.C,  anchored  near  the  lighthouse.  At  anchor,  or  cruising  about, 
we  recognised  the  Secret,  1 1  tons,  F.  J.  Wiseman,  Esq. ;  Gulnare,  24 
tons,  G.  F.  Browning,  Esq.  ;  Thought,  29  tons,  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.  ; 
Georgians,  18  tons,  H.  Ay ck bourn,  Esq. ;  Kitten,  13  tons,  R.  Leach, 
Esq. ;  Avalon,  38  tons,  J.  Goodson,  Esq.,  Commodore  R.L.Y.C.  ; 
Violet,  29  tons,  J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq.,  Vice-Commodore,  R.L.Y.C. ; 
Will-o'-the-  Wisp,  65  tons,  G.  Taylor,  Esq.  ;  Spell,  H.  Trower,  Esq.  ; 
Mars,  23  tons,  G.  Haines,  Esq. ;  Phantom,  27  tons,  S.  Lane,  Esq ; 
Bittern,  43  tons,  C.  F.  Cheffins,  Esq.  ;  Silver  Star,  25  tons,  J.  Mann, 
Esq. ;  Quiz,  12  tons,  R.  D.  Poppleton,  Esq. ;  Greyhound,  10  tons, 
~~  ncis,  Esq. ;  Waterkelpie,  4  tons,  J.  Gardiner,  Esq.  ;  Stella,  5  tons, 
rdy,  Esq.  ;  Vesper,  6  tons,  C.  M.  Nalborough,  Esq. ;  Rifleman,  8 
s,  P.  Bennet,  Esq  ;  Amy,  &c,  &c. 

The  business  of  the  day  commenced  by  the  following  yachts  sailing 
a  Prize  of  Twenty  Guineas  given  by  the  Eastern  Railway  Company. 
•Half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage :— 
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numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  fur  1857. 


Mo. 

Yachts'  Names, 

Rig. 

Tod. 

Ownars. 

1025 

Vestal 

schooner 
cutter 
cuttes 

74 
13 
38 

F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 
R.  Leach,  Esq. 
J.  Goodson,  Esq. 

573 

Kitten 

68 

Course — To  slip  from  their  own  anchors  ahreast  of  the  starting-vessei 
(the  yacht  Gnome),  thence  to  the  Cork  light-vessel,  thence  to  the  mark- 
boat  with  red  flag  at  the  Stone  Bench,  returning  into  the  Harbour, 
passing  between  the  starting- vessel  and  the  boat  with  a  white  flag1, 
thence  to  Arwarton  Bay  station-boat  (red-flag),  thence  to  the  starting- 
vessel  ;  leaving  the  Cork  Light  .and  all  the  station-boats  on  their  star- 
board hand ;  twice  round. 

The  starting  gun  was  fired  at  I  Ih.  45m.  (there  had  been  a  false  start 
prior  to  this,  as  the  Kitten  and  Avalon  mistook  the  second  or  preparatory 
gun  for  the  signal  to  go).  The  Vestal  was  first  under  canvas,  but  the 
merry  Kitten  took  the  lead  under  mainsail,  foresail,  and  jib ;  the  Vestal 
went  to  windward  and  soon  passed  Kitten,  the  Avalon  last.  Off  Land- 
guard  Fort,  the  Vestal  getting  a  slant  of  wind,  was  obliged  to  bear 
away,  and  the  Kitten  slipped  round  and  took  the  lead,  which,  however, 
was  soon  wrested  from  her  when  her  larger  opponents  were  clear  of  the 
harbour.  The  crew  of  the  Kitten  feeling  the  impossibility  to  lead, 
turned  their  attention  to  keep  their  craft  within  time  (she  having  to 
receive  30£m.  from  Vestal,  and  12£m.  from  Avalon.)  All  now  put  on 
a  press  of  canvas,  the  Kitten  and  Avalon  booming  foresail  out  to  wind- 
ward. Away  they  flew  up  the  Stour,  passing  Arwarton  Mark  Buoy, 
and  back  to  the  starting  vessel,  passing  which  they  again  proceeded, 
(Vestal  leading  considerably,)  for  the  second  round,  each  being  finished 
as  follows  :— 


Vestal.., 
Avalon 
Kitten.., 


First  Round. 
h.       m.       s. 
2  7        30 

2         16         45 
2         23         45 


Second  Round 
h.       m.       s. 

4  54        15 

5  15        45 
5         13        45 


The  Kitten  was  then  declared  the  winner  with  1  lm.  to  spare  on 
Vestal's  time,  and  absolutely  beating  Avalon  2m.  independent  of  the 
allowance.     It  was,  however,  laughable  to  see  the  saucy  Kit,  bef~ 
started,  lying  at  anchor  with  her  formidable  rivals — Tom  Thumb  _ 
the  giants.     But  this  must  be  stated  in  justice  to  Mr.  Marshall  anr1 
Goodson,  that  they  entered  their  vessels  to  prevent  disappointme 
none  of  the  Kitten's  size  would  tackle  her. 

The  next  race  was  for  a  Piece  of  Plate,  Value  Sixty  Guint» 
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tented  by  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq.,  the  Commodore  of  the  Club,  to  be 
sailed  for  by  yachts  of  any  rig  or  tonnage  belonging  to  a  Royal  Club. 
The  owners  to  be  on  board  during  the  sailing.  The  winner  to  supply 
three  dozen  of  champagne  to  the  dinner.  Time  race  as  before.  The 
following  entered  : — 

Numbered  at  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


Ho. 


Yacht**  Names. 


956  Thought 
786jPhantoin. 
864  Silver  Star 
649Mars^ 


Biff. 

Tons. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

29 
27 

23 

Owners. 


F.  O  Marshall,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

J.  Mann,  Esq. 

G.  Haines,  Esq. 


Course,  same  as  the  previous  match.     The  Silver  Star  did  not  start, 
the  others  went  away  at  12h.  15m.    This  being  virtually  a' trial  between 
the  two  cracks  (the  Mars  being  out  of  consideration),  great  was  the 
excitement  manifested  by  all  classes.     Instantly  the  gun  fired  up  flew 
the  canvas  as  if  by  magic  ;  it  seemed  as  though  the  same  haul  covered 
both  yachts,  the  Mars  slowly  showing  her  cloth.     The  Phantom  took 
the  lead,  followed  closely  by  her  rival.     The  boats  kept  in  this  position 
for  some  time,  when  Mars,  seeing  that  her  only  chance  was  to  dance 
attendance  on  her  two  fast  rivals,  left  them  to  gallantly  struggle  for  the 
much  coveted  prize.     Pittock,  who   sailed  the  Thought  in  his  usual 
excellent  style,  now  took  his  favourite  earnestly  in  hand,  determined,  if 
possible,  to  pluck  the  laurel  from  Mr.  Lane's  brow,  and,  in  the  opinion 
°f  men  well  qualified  to  give  an  opinion,  with  some  probability  of  suc- 
cess.   Mr.  Lane  appeared  equally  alive  to  keep  the  Phantom's  well- 
earned  reputation,  and  would  not  allow  a  chance  to  pass,  keeping  a  good 
look  out,  and  the  crew  handled  the  boat  in  a  masterly  manner.     On 
passing  the  committee's  yacht  the  first  time,  the  match  appeared  to  be 
well  contested,  and  doubts  were  expressed  as  to  the  Phantom  keeping 
her  place.     In  due  time,  however,  the  Phantom  again  passed  the  Com* 
nxxlore's  and  Vice- Commodore's  yachts  leading  the  way,  and  every  man 
on  board  animated  and  determined  to  win.     The  Thought  did  not  keep 
the  spectators  long  in  waiting,  but  came  rushing  down  and  followed  in 
the  wake  of  the  Phantom.     Round  the  signal  and  back  again  flew  these 
tw"  spirits  of  the  deep,  but  the  Phantom  had  gallantly  maintained  her 
uaon,  and  after  one  of  the  finest  yacht  races  ever  witnessed  the  time 
thus  recorded :—  * 


h. 
Atom 5 


m. 
14 


s. 
0 


b. 


Thought 5 

b  Phantom  winning  by  2  minutes,  and  1  minute  for  tonnage. 


m. 
17 


s. 
o 
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The  Third  Prist  was  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  ten  guineas,  to  be  sailed 
for  by  yachts  not  exceeding  12  tons,  belonging  to  the  Royal  Harwich 
Yacht  Club;  the  winner  to  pay  £1  towards  the  club  fund.  The  follow- 
ing yachts  entered:— 


1037 
832 

1028 


Violet 

Rifleman.... 
Greyhound 
Vesper 


cutter 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


9 

8 
10 

6 


J.  B.  Kirby,  Esq. 

P.  Bennet,  Esq. 

—  Francis,  Esq, 

C.  M.  Nalboroogh,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  the  starting  vessel  as  before  round  a  flag-buoy 
on  the  rolling  ground,  returning  to  the  harbour,  passing  the  starting 
vessel,  up  to  Arwarton,  and  back: — twice  round. 

At  12b,  40m.  they  all  got  off,  the  Violet  with  the  lead,  followed  by 
Greyhound,  Rifleman  third,  and  Vesper  last,  which  after  a  short  time 
gave  up,  and  the  three  former  without  any  change  finished  each  round 
as  follows:— 


Violet 

Greyhound. 
Rifleman.... 


Fir  at  Round, 
h.        m.        s. 
2         15         15 
S       ,19         80 
2         21         30 


Second  Rounds 
h.        m.        s. 

3  57        80 

4  5        80 
4  8         30 


The  Violet  thus  winning  by  eight  minutes,  and  maintaining  the 
reputation  she  earned  in  the  Thames,  as  a  pretty  little  racing  boat* 

This  was  followed  by  a  race  between  the  dredging  boats  for  a  purse 
of  ten  sovereigns,  presented  by  the  vice-commodore  (J.  Cardinal!,  Esq.), 
the  boats  were  not  to  exceed  sixteen  tons,  and  belonging  to  Harwich  or 
Ipswich.  The  following  started:— Providence,  13  tons,  Mr.  Vapling; 
Margaret,  8  tons,  Mr.  Durrant;  Aid,  16  tons,  Mr.  Watts;  Ruby,  12 
tons,  Mr.  Denny;  Magnet,  11  tons,  Mr.  Webb;  Queen,  15  tons,  Mr. 
Lewis. 

The  prise  for  this  match  is  annually  given  by  Mr.  Cardinal!,  to  en- 
courage the  stone  dredgers,  in  their  laborious  employments,  to  look  far- 
ward  to  a  day  of  relaxation,  when  they  may  not  only  enjoy  themselves, 
bat  get  money  at  the  some  time.  The  prise  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
and  on  this  occasion  the  Aid  received  five  guineas,  Providence  three 
guineas,  and  Margaret  two  guineas.  The  others  had  given  up  e  '  '~n 
the  race. 

A  purse  of  Fifteen  Sovereigns  (five  of  which  was  given  by  (  r 

6.  Broke,   Bart.,  r.n.,)  was  next  sailed  for  by  four  barges,  the        Q 
£therden,  Levanter,  Rapid,  and  Charles  Napier,  which  was  won  h 
two  first,  over  the  same  course  as  the  larger  yachts,  once  round. 


e 


\ 


\ 


\ 


ROYAL  HARWICH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA.       303 

Two  small  yachts  next  entered  to  contend  for  a  cnp,  value  Fire 
Guineas,  presented  by  the  Rear-Commodore,  (A.  Cobbold,  Esq.)  vii:— 
Quickstep,  21  feet,  Comet,  23  feet.  The  former  belongs  to  Greenwich, 
and  had  ventured  round  to  Harwich  to  contend  against  all  comers.  The 
voyage  would  have  been  fruitless,  had  not  her  spirited  owner,  Mr. 
Rowe,  cut  and  altered  his  spars  and  sails. 

The  gun  to  start  was  fired  at  lh.  6s.  The  Quickstep  made  a  beautiful 
start,  and  was  100  yards  ahead  before  the  Comet  got  under  way.  On 
passing  the  committee  vessel  first  time  Mr.  Rowe  hailed  to  known  if 
they  could  carry  squaresails,  and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative  ;  hut 
his  antagonist  kept  to  her  original  canvas,  and  being  much  larger,  gained 
rapidly.  Rowe,  however,  was  determined  to  win  fairly,  and  did  not 
increase  his  canvas.  The  Comet  still  gained  rapidly,  and  on  approach- 
ing the  goal,  so  close  were  they  together  that  none  could  tell  which 
would  pass  first ;  at  length  the  gun  fired,  the  Quickstep  winning  by  10s. 
Mr.  Rowe's  spirit  should  be  emulated  by  many  owners  of  larger  yachts* 

During  the  day  there  were  rowing  matches  for  various  prises  by  four 
and  pair-oared  boats.  The  whole  concluded  with  an  amusing  Duck 
Hunt 

Her  Majesty's  frigate,  the  Southampton,  of  50  guns,  did  not,  for  some 
unexplained  reason,  condescend  to  shew  one  piece  of  extra  bunting 
in  honour  of  this  joyous  day,  although  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club 
had  previously  elected  the  whole  of  her  officers  as  hon.  members. 
Captain  Charlewood,  and  the  officers  of  this  fine  ship,  entertained  a 
party  of  their  friends  at  a  luncheon  and  ball.  Among  the  numerous 
viaiion  we  observed  Sir  George  Broke,  Bart ,  and  party,  Mr.  and  Miss 
Burners,  Captain  Fisher,  R.A.,  and  lady,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oxley  Parker, 
Mrs.  Cox,  Miss  Chaplin,  W.  Knott,  Esq.,  Captain  Norman,  R.N.,  and 
Mrs.  Norman,  Colonel  Wulff,  R.E.,  and  Mrs.  Wulff,  Major  and  Mrs. 
Bowness,  R.  J.  Bagshaw,  Esq  ,  Rev.  J.  Christmas,  the  Mayor  of  Har- 
wich and  family,  Alderman,  Mrs.,  and  the  Misses  Pattrick,  Mr.,  Mrs. 
and  Misses  Dobree,  the  High  Bailiff  of  Westminster  and  Mrs.  Smedley, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colchester,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Bagshaw,  Cliff-house,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bishop,  Mr.  Poeock,  Major  and  Miss  Jarvk,  Mrs.  Owen,  Mr. 
Edgar,  Dr.  and  the  Misses  Burt,  Mr.  J.  Gepp,  the  Masses  Crofton,  Mr. 
~a  tip,  Mr.  Gutzmer,  R.N.,  Mr.  Edward  and  Miss  Ann  Bagshaw,  Ac. 

He  Dinner  was  held  at  the  Club-house,  Railway  Hotel,  at  which  about 
Scotsmen  and  gentlemen  were  present,  the  repast,  including  a  bountiful 
!»ly  ef  champagne.    Commodore  Arcedeckne  presided,  and  Vice- Con- 
lore  CardtnaH  filled  the  vice -chair.    The  principal  guests  included  J. 
odson,  W .  Goodson,  —  Eagle,  Van  de  Wall,  J.  R.  Kirby,  C.  Gtinnell, 
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Trafford,  Wilson,  Aycbourn,  S.  Lane,  Marshall,  Lieut.  Gatziier,  R.N.,  B.P. 
Goodwin,  P.  W.  Freshfield,  R.  Nalborongh,  R.  S.  Barnes,  C.  R.  Stephens, 
C.  M.  Nalborough,  A.  M.  Pocock,  Cobbold,  jun.,  Captain  Lascelles,  R.A., 
H.  Darken,  A.  £.  Church,  J.  C.  Wadling,  &c. 

After  the  health  of  her  Majesty,  "  The  Army  and  Navy  "  was  drunk,  and 
responded  to  by  Captain  Lascelles  and  Captain  Norman. 

The  President  presented  the  handsome  Silver  Plate  upon  the  table  to  the 
winners  of  the  respective  prizes,  whose  healths  he  proposed  amidst  loud 
cheers. 

Mr.  Lane,  the  owner  of  the  Phantom,  the  winner  of  the  60  guinea  prize  (a 
massive  silver  tea  service,)  returned  thanks  for  the  honours  conferred,  amidst 
loud  applause,  and  promised,  if  spared,  to  contest  the  match  with  his  yacht 
next  year. 

Mr.  tagle,  the  representative  of  Mr.  Leech,  owner  of  the  Kitten,  winner 
of  the  20  gninea  prize  (a  beautifully  designed  silver  inkstand,)  and  Mr. 
Kirby,  owner  of  the  Violet,  winner  of  the  third  prize  (a  smaller  but  chaste 
inkstand,)  also  responded. 

The  President  gave  "  The  Royal  'I  hames  and  the  Royal  London  Yacht 
Clubs,  and  may  they  always  go  hand  in  hand  with  Harwich." 

Commodore  Goodson,  R.L.T.C.,  returned  thanks. 

The  President  presented  the  Silver  Cup  to  Captain  Rowe,  owner  of  Quick- 
Step,  who,  in  acknowledgment,  said  he  would  try  to  win  another  year. 

The  President  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Prosperity  to  the  Royal 
Harwich  Tacht  Club,  and  may  they  all  have  yachts  to  contend  in  its  waters/' 
(Cheers.)  ^ 

Captain  Stephens,  R.N.,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  club,  responded 
to  the  toast  in  characteristic  and  suitable  terms. 

Mr.  J.  Pattrick  having  highly  eulogized  the  character  of  the  esteemed 
president  and  commodore  of  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club,  A.  Arcedeckne, 
Esq.,  to  whom  they  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  great  liberality  in  the 
support  of  the  club,  and  anxiety  for  the  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough,  proposed  that  gentleman's  health,  which  was  drunk  with  much 
enthusiasm. 

Commodore  Arcedeckne,  in  responding  for  the  compliment,  recommended 
the  inhabitants,  as  a  stimulus  to  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  borongb, 
to  subscribe  for  more  prizes,  and  thus  give  greater  encouragement  to  the 
fishermen,  the  dredgermen,  and  boatmen.  It  was  also  desirable,  he  said, 
that  the  railway  company  should  run  more  frequent  and  expeditious  trains 
to  facilitate  the  transit  of  visitors  to  future  regattas. 

The  President  proposed  ''The  health  of  Mr.  C.  Grinnell,"  of  New  York, 
whose  father,  an  eminent  ship-builder,  sent  out  two  vessels  in  searcl 
John  Franklin  and  his  crew,  and  brought  back  the  Resolute,  in  w 
bad  the  pleasure  of  dining  in  Portsmouth  harbour.     Mr.  Grinnell  was 
day  elected  a  member  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club,  and  he  (Mr.  Areedec. 
was  the  other  day  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  New  York 
(Cheers.) 
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Mr.  Grinnel!  returned  thanks. 

Btr.  P.  W.  Freshffeld  proposed  "  The  healths  of  J.  Cardinril,  Esq.,  Yice- 
Cotnmodore;  add  A.  Cobbold,  Esq.,  Bear  Commodore," 

Vice-Comraodore  Cardinal!  returned  thanks,  and  prophesied  that  the 
Royal  Harwich  would  maintain  considerable  eminence  amongst  the  yacht 
efabt  of  Great  Britain,,  whilst  prfcndtod  over  by  a  gentleman  of  such  liberality 
and  urbanity  as  their  Commodore.    (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Pattrick  proposed  "The  healths  of  Commodore  Goodson,  deputy 
chairman,  and  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company,"  to  whom  they  were 
indebted  for  the  second  prize  given  at  that  regatta.    (Cheers.) 

Commodore  Goodson  returned  thanks,  and'  said  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Company  to  promote  the  interests 
of  that  town  and  port  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.    (Cheers.) 

The  President  proposed  "The  healths  of  the  Chairman  and  officers  of  the 
Club ; "  Capt.  Stephens,  R.N.,  Lieutenant  Gotamer,  R.N.,  Mr.  Wadling, 
and  Mr.  ft,  Nalborough  returned  thanks. 

Other  toasts  succeeded!  and  the  festive  proceedings  concluded  about 
eleven  o'clock. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

The  second  sailing  match  of  the  season  came  off  on  Saturday,  June 
2? thy  and  excited  no  little  interest,-  from  the  fact  that  both  classes  of 
yachts  were  to  contend  for  prises,  via:  the  yachts  of  the  first  class  under 
eight  tons,  and  of  the  second  class  of  two  tons.  The  prizes  were  a 
silver  cup  of  £15  for  the  first  class,  and  of  £6  for  the  second  class. 
The  Birkenhead  Commissioner  steamer,  Wirrall,  accompanied  the  match. 
The  Woodside  Ferry,  from  opposite  to  which  the  yachts  were  to  start* 
presented  a  lively  scene,  a  numerous'  company  being  assembled  on  the 
promenade,  which  was  gaily  decorated  with  bunting.  The  sea  wall, 
near  which' the  yachts  were  moored;  wot  densely  crowded  with  specta- 
tors. The  arrangements  on  board  of  the  steamer  were  excellent,  and 
the  catering  of*  Mr.  Anderson,  of  the  Merchant's  New  Dining  Rooms, 
gave  great  satisfaction.  The  band  of  Mr.  W.  Phillips,  as  usual  gave 
a  good  selection  of  favorite  airs*  The  wind  was  barely  sufficient  to  cause 
an  exciting  race,  being  rather  against  the  hard  weather  boats.  The 
following  came  to  the  starting  post:—* 


TmW  NlBM, 


i  (centre-board), 

je'\.ixea  sm&lj*. »*•«.»•. 
.rm  (centre-boaed).... 
vnower  (fired  keel)... 
ke  (fixed  keel) , 


7.— VOL.  VL 


Hi*. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tone 


Owntn. 


&.Whitworth,  Esq... 
T.  Wilkinson,  Esq~... 

J.  Poole,  Esq 

G.  Harrison,  Esq... 
T.  Wilkinson,  Esq*.... 


Builder. 


Keller 
Owner 
Kelley 
Owner 
Owner 


. 


2b 
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The  start  took  place  at  Ih.  56m.  p.m.,  the  Snake  taking  the  lead, 

followed  by  the  Charm,  Glide,  Mayflower,  and  Elfin;  little  difference 

took  place  in  the  run  up  Eastham  of  about  four  and  a  half  miles,  the 

Eastham  flag  boat  being  rounded  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  s.  I  b.  m,  s. 

Charm 2  36  13  |  Mayflower 2  88  84 

Snake 2  86  39     filfln 2  38  37 

Glide 2  37  31  I 

Beating  was  now  the  order  of  the  day,  and  it  soon  became  evident 
that  the  "  little  one"  had  no  chance  as  she  did  not  seem  to  hold  a  wind. 
On  reaching  the  Cheshire  shore  it  became  evident  that  either  the  centre- 
board yacht  had  the  advantage  in  being  the  best  sailer,  or  that  she  took 
the  best  course,  for  by  taking  short  tacks  in  shore  she  passed  the  Dingle 
flag-boat,  just  having  gained  2m.  4s.  The  Snake  went  half  way  across 
the  river,  right  into  the  Cheshire  shore,  in  fact,  so  far,  that  they  had  to 
bear  away  to  round  the  Dingle  flag-boat,  which  was  passed  as  follows:— 

h.    m.  s.  I  h.   m.  s. 

Charm 2    31     17  I  Mayflower 6    29  30 

Glide 2    85    47|Elfln 6    31  30 

Snake 2    38    12  | 

From  this  time  it  became  evident  that  barring  accidents,  the  Charm 
must  win,  the  Eastham  flag-boat  being  rounded:— 


h.  m.    s. 

Charm.., 3    58      3 

Glide 4    II    35 


h.   m.  8. 

Snake 3    39    45 

Mayflower 4      4    20 


h.  m.   8. 

Charm 4    50    57 

Snake 4    54    17 


As  the  steamer  had  to  follow  and  time  the  small  yachts,  the  time  at 
the  Dingle  boat  could  not  be  obtained;  but  we  found  on  our  return  to 
them  that  the  Charm  was  still  leading,  and  the  gun  proclaimed  her  the 
winner  by  dm.  20s.,  the  Woodside  flag-boat  being  rounded  as  follows:— 

h.     8.    8. 

Glide 4     54    40 

Mayflower 4    56    12 

The  members  afterwards  dined  at  the  club  house,  Mrs.  Berry's,  the 
Canning  Hotel,  where  an  excellent  dinner  was  provided  by  the  worthy 
hostess,  the  Vice-Commodore  in  the  chair.  The  cups  were  duly  pre- 
sented, and  the  usual  loyal  toasts  duly  honored. 

For  the  second  class  match  three  came  to  the  post,  viz: — Gadfly,  J. 
Watkins,  Bishop,  builder;  Hornet,  W,  C.  Wronshall,  builder,  owner; 
Wasp,  J.  S.  Bishop,  builder,  owner.  The  Hornet  and  Wasp  are  new, 
the  Hornet  having  been  built  on  the  Dee,  and  having  come  round  two 
days  after  she  was  launched,  therefore  being  comparatively  untrie 


Wasp.. 
Hornet , 
Gadfly 


Eastham, 

Dingle. 

Fink: 

h.    m.   b. 

h.    m*   s. 

h.   m. 

2     43     15 

3    48    45 

4    20 

2     43     16 

3     53    44 

4    23 

2     50     42 

4       3     80 
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ITCHEN  REGATTA,  SOUTHAMPTON. 

This  annual  Jete9  agreeably  to  announcement,  came  off  on  Monday  last, 
opposite  the  Britannia  Wharf,  Northam,  under  the  most  favourable 
auspices  of  wind  and  weather.  Although  this  festival  is  of  a  local  cha- 
racter, and  confined  to  the  seafaring  population  of  the  river,  it  is  no  less 
attractive  from  the  circumstance  that  the  fishermen's  yachts  were  sailed 
by  the  owners,  who  are  chiefly  the  yacht  captains  in  summer  and  fisher- 
men in  winter,  and  their  boats  are  of  a  class  superior  to  the  so-called 
fishermen's  boats.  Such  is  the  rivalry,  that  year  after  year  there  is  an 
addition  to  the  mosquito  fleet,  to  make  up  for  those  which  during  the 
past  year  have  found  purchasers. 

As  regards  the  regatta  this  year,  the  preliminary  notice  informed  us 
that  T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq.,  had  kindly  headed  the  subscription  list  with 
a  donation  of  £15.,  which  was  followed  up  by  T.  W.  Fleming,  Esq., 
Sir  Edward  fiutler,  and  J.  Turner  Turner,  Esq.,  with  a  "  fiver  "  apiece ; 
the  other  neighbouring  gentry  and  residents  contributing  to  swell  the 
list  to  about  £50.,  which  amount  appears  to  have  been  confided  to  an 
active  working  committee  of  a  few  persons  in  the  locality,  and  a  good 
day's  sport  was  the  result. 

The  venerable  skipper,  Captain  Dyke,  of  the  Old  Arrow,  undertook 
the  commodoreship  of  the  day  ;  everything  went  off  pleasantly  and  not 
a  discontented  voice  was  heard.  As  each  winning  boat  came  in,  "  the 
commander-in-chief  "  repaired  on  board  the  committee  vessel,  and  then 
and  there  received  his  prize-money,  which  was  duly  enveloped  and 
endorsed  according  to  the  scale  he  was  entitled  to  receive.  This  appears 
to  have  given  great  satisfaction,  as  the  recipients  of  the  day's  earnings 
enabled  them  "  to  do  as  they  liked  with  their  own  "—an  opportunity 
was  thus  afforded  of  taking  their  cash  home  to  their  families,  or  other- 
wise speuding  it  where  they  liked — and  the  result  was  that  both  public 
and  private  houses  were  alike  benefitted.  We  must  add  that  the  whole 
of  the  funds  collected  were  given  away  in  prizes. 

The  Henry  was  the  starting-vessel,  on  board  of  which  refreshments 
were  provided  by  the  landlord  of  the  Britannia.  The  following  is  the 
programme  :— 

rst  sailing  match,  for  fishermen's  boats,  under  22  feet,  time  race, 

>  minute  per  foot,  prizes,  £5.,  £4.,  £3.,  £2.,  £1.  10s.,  and  £1. 

irse  from  the  station  vessel  off  the  Britannia  Wharf,  round  a  flag- 

,t  off  Millstone  Point  (half  a  mile),  thence  returning  down  the  river 
round  the  flag-boat  off  Weston  (the  residence  of  T.  Chamberlayne, 
.),  thence  to  pass  Southampton  Pier  round  a  boat  off  West  Quay, 
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and  back  to  the  starting  vessel ;  twioe  round ;  to  luff  round  all  marls  to 
avoid  danger  in  jibing.  The  following  vessels  started,  and  arrived  in 
the  following  order  :— 


Arrow 

Oentipede. 

Never  Flinch.. 

Glance 

Don  Joan- 

Quiver  - 

Morning  Star.. 


ft. 

21 
91 
20 
20 
20 
J  20 
21 


in. 

0 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Owner. 

W.  Diaper 

T.  Parsons..... 
T.  Gibbons..... 

H.  Parker. , 

BLCantle 

T.  Diaper 

C.  Callings ... 


tFint  Round. 
3  46  0 
3  46  10 
3  46  60 
3  47  60 
8  48  20 
3    48    26 

*  not  timed. 


Second  Sound. 

4  69      4 

4  59  15 

5  2       0 
5  4  35 

5  6  40 

6  7  SO 

disabled. 


At  2h.  27m.  the  6tarting*gun  wssfired  and  apretty  start  was  effected,  the 
Arrow,  Glanoa9  and  Quiver,  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  the  others  on  the 
port  tack.  In  this  manner  they  worked  up  the  river  to  Millstone  Point, 
and,  after  making  a  few  tacks,  the  Arrow  took  the  lead.  Never  Flinch 
taking  a  free  puff  off  the  east  share,  weathered  the  whole  of  diem  and 
kept  the  lead  for  tome  time.  Eventually  she  was  passed  by  the  Arrow 
and  Centipede,  and  it  became  a  neck  or  nothing  raee  between  these  two 
craft  ;  the  latter,  however,  contrived  to  luff  first  round  the  mark  boat  on 
West  Quay  slightly  in  advance  of  her  antagonist,  the  Arrow,  in  each 
round  ;  but  in  turning  to  windward  on  her  return  to  the  starting  vessel 
the  Arrow  managed  to  catch  her,  and  regain  the  lead,  and  thus  became 
the  victor  in  each  round,  beating  her  opponent  by  eleven  seconds  only. 
The  match  was  most  exciting  between  these  two  vessels,  there  being  a 
strong  breese  throughout  from  the  eastward,  and  the  vessels  were  fre- 
quently sailed  gunwale  under. 

Second  Match* — Fishermen's  boats  under  17  feet ;  five  prizes,  on  the 
sliding  scale,  from  £2.  10s.  down  to  10s. ;  the  course  similar  to  the 
other,  the  West  Quay  mark  vessel  being  omitted.  The  following  vessels 
started,  and  returned  in  the  following  order  :— That's  It,  D.  Parker,  4h. 
46m.  30s.  ;  Fly,  C.  Cousins,  4h.  48m.  25s. ;  Frolic,  E.  Diaper,  not 
timed ;  Whim,  Josiah  Diaper,  not  timed ;  Julia,  J,  Hunt,  not  timed. 
This  was  also  a  very  exciting  match  between  That's  It  and  the  Fly,  the 
former  winning  by  under  two  minutes ;  the  others  were  not  timed* 

Third  Match,  for  boats  of  13  feet,  for  prizes  of  £1.  10s.,  £1.  and  10s. 
This  was  won  by  the  Wish,  T.  Lounon,  who  took  the  lead,  and  kept  it 
throughout,  beating  Flirt,  F.  Moore,  by  2m.  2s.,  and  the  Blue  Fly, 
Wild,  by  11m. 

Match  for  four  •oared  gigs.    This  was  a  weU  contested  mat— 
won  by  the  Frolic  (W.  Shergold),  beating  in  each  heat  the  Ver 
Hatcher)  by  a  length,  and  the  Volante  (Thompson)  close  after  b 

Several  minor  races  followed,  which  terminated  an  excetien 
sport     The  Quiver,  Don  Juan,  and  Centipede,  were  new  boats  *- 


► 


BOTAL  NORTHERN  YACHT  CLUB.  800 

ih.  Betehar  this  season,  and  She  Masting  Star  cad  Hewer  Flinch  by 
Mr.  Payne,  which  latter  had  been  successful  in  many  previous  matches 
until  last  year,  when  she  was  beaten  by  the  Glance,  also  built  by 
Hatcher* 


■^— ' ♦*■»■  »^»— ■ 


ROYAL  NORTHERN  YACHT  CLUB. 

This  club,  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  registered  150  ordinary,  and 
75  honorary  members.  The  latter,  for  the  most  part,  comprise  officers,  efcc^ 
in  the  Royal  Navy.  The  office-bearers  consist  of  a  Commodore,  Vice- Com- 
modore, Rear- Commodore,  nine  Stewards,  and  a  Secretary.  The  number  of 
teasels  belonging  to  the  club  muster  sixty-four,  the  smallest  of  which  is 
eight,  and  the  largest  thiee  hundred  and  twenty- seven  tons,  consisting  of 
yawls,  7 ;  cutters,  86 ;  schooners,  Ac,  9 ;  and  screw  schooners,  3 ;  the  ton- 
nage, of  which,  in  all  amounts  to  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  tons.  Amongst  the  yachts  there  are  some  very  handsome  vessels,  and 
not  a  few  of  them  are  well  known  to  be  among  the  fastest  yachts  afloat.  In 
corroboration  of  this  statement  we  have  only  to  mention  the  names  of  the 
Mowing  dippers : — 

Ohhona,  80  tons,  winner  of  the  Vice-Commodore's  cup,  last  season,  at 
Dunoon.  Crusader,  80  tons,  winner  of  the  Corinthian  match  last  year  at 
Greenock.  8 cud,  15  tons,  winner  of  the  Clab  Prize  last  year  at  Dunoon. 
These  three  vessels  are  all  new  yachts,  having  been  launched  only  last 
sesson,  from  the  building  yards  of  those  enterprising  builders,  Messrs.  Fyfe, 
of  Fairlie.  The  Cymba,  54  tons,  the  well  known  invincible  champion  of 
&e  northern  waters,  winner  of  the  club  prises  in  1854  and  1855,  may  be 
conndered  the  fastest  vessel  of  her  tonnage  afloat.  The  Julia,  122  tons, 
buQt  by  Ratsey  in  1858  (lately  the  property  of  Captain  Peareth),  winner  of 
the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  cup  in  1853,  and  now  belonging  to  the  obliging 
and  popular  Vice- Commodore,  John  Houldsworth,  Esq.  The  well  known 
facers  and  winners  of  various  prizes.  Stella,  41  tons,  Coratie,  35  tons, 
Galley  of  Lorn  (late  Aurora  Boreali*,)  250  tons,  and  a  number  of  others, 
which  our  space  will  not  admit  of  enumerating.  The  Stella,  within  the  last 
few  years,  has  won  upwards  of  a  dozen  prizes. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  resigned  membership : — Messrs.  Robert 
Ewing,  Greenock ;  John   Bannantyne;  Glasgow ;  Alexander  Davison,  Bel- 
fast;  Peter  Macnaughton,  Greenock ;  Thomas  R  Bridson,  Bolton-le- Moors; 
sfmor  Todd,  Donegal;  and  William  Douglas,  Brighton;  whilst  the  following 
1  been  admitted  ordinary  members : — Messrs.  John  M'Gregor,  Glasgow ; 
8.  Mills,  Glasgow;  Patrick  J.  Mills,  Glasgow;  John  Scott,  youngest, 
travel  Park,  Greenock ,  John  Hozier,  Dunoon  ;  James  Murray,  junior 
igow  ;  John  Richardson,  Glasgow;  George  Coates,  Glasgow ;  Robert  F 
t,  R.N.,  Greenock ;  Adam  Leitch,  Greenock ;  Peter  Scott  Frazer,  Edin- 
h j  and  John  Donaldson,  Edinburgh. 
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A  Rear-Commodore  baa  been  elected  in  accordance  with  the  alterations 
in  rule  4th,  approved  of  at  the  last  general  meeting.  In  consequence  of 
George  Middleton,  Esq ,  having  resigned  the  office  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
in  accordance  with  the  alterations  in  rule  5th,  Captain  Michael  M'Keane, 
124,  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  was  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
that  office.  The  following  new  directors  have  been  elected  :— Messrs.  R.  S. 
Robertson,  William  Houldsworth,  Charles  J.  Couper,  junior,  William  W- 
Hozier,  and  George  Middleton,  in  room  of  the  following  who  retire : — 
Messrs.  John  Bannantyne,  John  G.  Kinnear,  William  West  Watson,  David 
Richardson,  and  J.  M.  Rowan.  The  last  gentleman,  as  noticed  in  previous 
number,  has  been  promoted  to  be  Rear- Commodore. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  usual  monthly  meeting,  held  at  the  Globe  Hotel  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, the  3d,  at  eight  o'clock  —  Thomas  Steven,  Esq.,  in  the  chair — the 
following  gentlemen  were  balloted  for  and  admitted : — Alexander  B.  Stewart, 
Esq.,  Samuel  Brown,  Esq.,  John  Wallace,  Esq.,  Wm.  Miller,  Esq.,  William 
Wallace,  Esq.,  Alexander  McOuat,  Esq.,  George  Parkins,  Esq.,  all  of  Glas- 
gow ;  John  Croall,  Esq.,  Greenock ,  and  J.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Largs.  Con- 
siderable activity  prevails  amongst  the  members  along  the  coast,  several  new 
craft  having  been  launched,  amongst  which  we  may  mention  Mr.  Walker's 
Bella,  8  tons,  Mr.  Dickie's  Armada,  7£  tons,  and  Mr.  Ure's  Lily,  S£  tons. 
Although  the  last  named  is  only  3£  tons,  we  expect  yet  to  hear  of  her  giving 
some  of  the  larger  ones  a  close  run  for  it.  She  is  every  inch  a  racer,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  her  builders,  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Morris.  Mr. 
Dickie's  Armada  is  also  a  very  fine  model,  and  when  we  take  into  account 
the  fact  of  her  being  built  by  a  non- professional  builder  we  think  he  deserves 
great  credit  for  attempting  such  a  thing. 

The  opening  cruise  of  this  club  came  off  on  Saturday,  June  13.  The  hour 
of  meeting  was  fixed  for  twelve  o'clock.    On  Friday  evening  and  up  to  that 
hour  on  Saturday,  the  yachts  came  dropping  in.    A  few  minutes  after  twelve 
o'clock,  the  Commodore  made  signal  for  the  members  to  assemble  on  board, 
when  the  course  was  fixed ,  first  to  make  Greenock,  and  then  to  6tand  over 
to  Helensburgh,  and  run  down  the  shore.    Upon  the  signal  being  made 
to  get  under  weigh,  twenty  yachts  flying  the  club  ensign  and  burgee  started  ; 
before  reaching  Greenock  two  joined  company,  making  in  all  twenty-two. 
After  rounding  the  hospital  ship  off  Greenock,  the  Commodore  bore  away 
for  Helensburgh,  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  keeping  well  toget 
On  reaching  Helensburgh,  the  fleet  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  up  for  t 
Gareloch  ;  upon  making  Roseneath  Bay  they  were  becalmed.     The  yacl 
which  had  to  go  down  the  river  parted  company  here,  whilst  the  Commode 
and  a  few  others  made  their  way  up  to  Shandon.     This  club,  as  our  read< 
may  be  aware,  was  only  formed  at  the  close  of  last  season,  and  this  beir 
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their  tint  public  appearance,  we  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  such  a  large 
fleet  assembled  in  Gourock  Bay  the  13th  ult.  and  hope,  at  their  next  cruise, 
to  find  a  considerable  addition  to  their  numbers.  The  first  regatta  of  the 
club  comes  off  at  Largs,  on  the  17th  of  July,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that 
the  club  have  adopted  the  plan  of  giving  second  prizes  as  well  as  first,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  of  such  value  as  will  induce  a  spirited  competition. 


CLIFFORD'S  BOAT  LOWERING  APPARATUS. 

It  is  some  time  since  we  noticed  this  excellent  invention,  and  recommended 
it  to  our  yacht  owners.  Its  superiority  over  all  others  has  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  highest  naval  and  scientific  authorities,  and  the  continued  suc- 
cess whenever  called  into  use  justifies  us  in  again  pressing  it  on  the  notice  of 
yachtsmen.— This  apparatus  connected  with  White's  Life  Boats  should  be 
carried  by  all  vessels,  whether  used  for  pleasure  or  commercial  purposes. 
The  following  appeared  in  the  Hampshire  Advertiser. 

"  Quickly  Lowering  Boats  at  Sea.— It  is  so  often  our  sad  lot  to  have  given 
instances  where  men  falling  overboard  are  lost  before  any  assistance  can  be 
rendered  when  a  ship  is  under  weigh,  that  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  give  a  case  in  which  the  opposite  state  of  things  has  resulted,  and 
merely  through  the  ship  being  supplied  with  proper  means  of  accomplishing 
the  desired  end.  The  case  to  which  we  refer  is  the  Washington  Irving, 
and  which  has  caused  a  good  deal  of  conversation  on  the  subject  at  South- 
ampton, from  the  fact  of  the  vessel  leaving  that  port,  and  Mr.  John  Waters, 
the  pilot,  being  on  board  at  the  time.  He  states  that  "  On  the  19th  he  took 
charge  of  the  ship  Washington  Irving,  Captain  baac  Durant,  commander, 
bound  for  Sydney,  with  308  government  emigrants  on  board.  At  about  seven 
p.m.,  off  Lepe  Middle  Buoy,  a  violent  squall  struck  her  upon  the  southward, 
carrying  away  the  jib-boom  and  fore  topgallant-mast.  In  clearing  away  the 
wreck  one  of  the  crew  fell  overboard ;  the  life-buoy  was  at  once  thrown  to 
him,  and  while  the  vessel  was  going  through  the  water  at  about  seven  knots, 
a  boat,  fitted  with  Clifford's  lowering  gear,  was  lowered,  with  five  hands  in 
her,  and  instantly  clear  of  the  ship;  in  fact,  so  quickly  was  it  accomplished 
that  before  the  vessel  was  more  than  four  or  five  lengths  from  the  man  the 
boat  was  in  the  water  going  to  his  assistance.*'  This  is  the  fourth  instance 
during  the  last  few  months  in  which  the  boats  of  ships  fitted  by  her  Majesty's 
Emigration  Commissioners  in  this  way  have  been  the  means  of  saving  life, 

d  the  same  course  has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Admiralty  in  all  transport 

d  service  ships." 
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BBGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 

July    7— Pembroke  Dock  Boyal  Regatta 

8  and  9.— Isie  of  Man  Regatta,  Douglas  Bay 

14  and  15.— Cork  Harbour  Regatta 

17.— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Match 

17.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  at  Largs*. 

la— Royal  Thame*  Yaoht  Club,— third  aid  fourth  class 

23. — Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

24  and  25. — Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club,  Southampton 

27.— Galway  Bay  Regatta 

Aug.    2. — Great  Grimsby  Regatta 

4. — Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta 

4,  5  and  6.— Royal  Thames  National  Regatta 

5  and  6.—  Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

6.— Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta,  Her  Majesty's  Cup 

10. — Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta  commences 

IS.— Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

15.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  Match 

20.— Royal  Boston  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

26.— Torbay  Royal  Regatta 

26  and  28th.— Royal  Northern  Yaoht  Club  Regatta 

26.— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  at  Dunoon. 

HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  JULY. 
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19 
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30 
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High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
morn  after.' 


h. 

9 

10 

11 
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5 
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1 
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2 
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4 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
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0 
1 
2 
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4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
7 
7 
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45 
37 
22 
5 
45 
20 
57 
30 
10 
55 
57 
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21 

5 
45 
22 

0 
40 
15 

0 
50 
37 
35 
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9 
10 
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0 
0 
1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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m.  * 

36 

35 


l*he  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer- 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substi«ot  tag  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 
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Dudgeon  Light.... 
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Exmouth  Bar 
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Flamboro*  Head... 

Guernsey  Pier..... 

Hartlepool 
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'Lynn  Regis 
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0  Whitby 

39  Amsterdam 
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25  Hamburgh 
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43 

20 

4^ 
20 
58 
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23 
U 
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10 
15 
10 
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38 
26 
48 
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23 
38 
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18 
45 
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Aberdeen^.,... 

Aldborougb 

Belfast 

Brighten 

Carnarvon. 

Cowes 

Dublin  Bar 

Dtmgeness... 

Folkestone.......*. 

Foreland,  North .. 
Foreland,  South... 

GrafBsend 

Greenwich. ■ 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour.., 

Ipswich 

Kentish  Knock.... 

Lowestoft 

Margate. 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth... ...... 

Sheerness 

Southampton 

Spkhead..... ....... 

Yarmouth  Roads* 

Calais 

Dieppe 

Havre  de  Grace*.. 

Ostende 

Honfleur,. 

New  York 
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MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  JOHN  0.  STEVENS.  ESQ., 

COMMODORB  OP  THE  NEW  YORK  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  Yachtsmen  of  New  York,  U.S.,  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  their 
friend  and  leader  (Com.  Stevens.)  This  gentleman  was  well  known 
to  the  yachtsmen  of  England  as  the  owner  of  the  once-celebrated 
America,  (the  pattern-yacht  for  our  builders.)  His  countryman 
and  friend,  W.  T.  Porter,  editor  of  the  "Spirit  of  the  Times,"  has 
penned  the  following  Memoir,  which  will  be  read  by  all  sporting 
men  with  deep  regret  at  the  loss  of  so  much  excellence  : — 

It  is  with  infinite  pain  that  we  record  the  demise  of  this  eminent 
citizen,  distinguished  alike  for  his  genius,  enterprise,  wealth,  and 
spirit.  He  died  on  Wednesday,  the  10th  inst.  (June,)  at  the  old 
homestead  of  his  honoured  father,  at  Hoboken,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-two,  of  enlargement  of  the  heart.  No  wonder,  for  he  was 
a  mtleman  of  the  kindliest  impulses,  and  the  most  ample  and  gene- 
r<  j  sympathies,  throughout  his  eventful  career.  And  it  was  event- 
fi  In  the  first  place,  he  was  a  practical  as  well  as  a  scientific 
ft  xier — his  country  establishment  on  the  Hudson  river,  in  Duchess 
C  nty,  near  Red  Hook,  was  a  marvel  of  taste  and  skill  combined. 
i  the  same  time,  he  was  deeply  interested  in  experiments  in  naval 
>.  8. — vol.  vi.  2  s 
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architecture,  steamboats,  and  railroad  enterprises,  in  connection  with 
liis  brothers,  the  late  lamented  Robert  L.f  and  the  surviving  James 

and  Edwin. 

At  this  period  of  his  life  he  became  connected  with  the  turf:  after 
Eclipse  beat  Sir  Charles,  at  Washington,  (the  latter  being  lame,)  in 
1822,  an  offer  was  made  at  the  Jockey  Club  dinner,  in  the  evening, 
of  a  match — North  v.  South.  Our  old  friend  Walter  Livingston, 
Esq.,  was  the  representative  of  Eclipse  on  that  occasion;  but  Mr. 
Stevens,  his  young  kinsman,  overflowing  with  youth,  ardour,  and 
gallantry,  immediately  rose  and  challenged  the  South  to  name  any 
horse  at  the  post  who  could  beat  Eclipse,  four  mile  heats,  on  Long 
Island,  the  following  Spring  for  20,000  dollars.  The  offer  was  lite- 
rally, Eclipse  against  the  world.  Genl.  Wynn,  Col.  Johnson,  Genl. 
Ridgley,  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  and  other  celebrities,  took 
counsel  of  each  other,  and  in  the  following  May  they  started  a  most 
formidable  stable  to  the  North  (three  of  which  did  not  reach  Long 
Island,)  comprising  John  and  Betsy  Richards,  Washington,  Flying 
Childers,  and  Henry.  Col.  J.,  who  was  to  manage  the  race,  having 
indulged  in  a  lobster  supper,  did  not  see  it  at  all ;  his  idea  was,  that 
Betsy  was  the  most  available  candidate,  but  after  a  trial  or  two  it 
was  settled,  by  the  parties  interested,  that  Henry  should  be  the 
champion  of  the  South ;  and  an  excellent  selection  it  was. 

It  may  be  rank  treason  to  suggest  such  an  idea ;  but  our  individual 
impression  is,  that  if  Col.  J.  had  given  his  instructions  to  the  jockey 
of  Henry,  the  result  would  have  been,  "  on  the  contrary,  quite  the 
reverse."  The  jockies  on  each  horse  were  changed  during  the  race : 
William  Crafts  rode  Eclipse  the  first  heat,  and  the  late  Alderman 
Purdey  the  second  and  third ;  Henry  was  ridden  by  John  Walden 
two  heats,  for  the  third  the  renowned  trainer,  Andrew  Taylor,  threw 
his  leg  across  the  pig's  skin :  but  it  was  too  late.  Henry  clearly  had 
the  foot  of  Eclipse,  and  if  he  had  made  a  waiting  race  of  it,  he  must 
have  won ;  he  ran  himself  out  in  the  first  heat,  and  was  badly  man- 
aged from  first  to  last. 

Mr.  Stevens  brought  out  a  great  number  of  winners ;  ur,:i—  k:s 
brother  Robert,  who  started  only  horses  bred  by  himself,  h<_  a 
great  patron  of  breeders  of  blood  stock.  So  early  as  1824,  he  \  a 
match  of  5,000  dollars  with  Count  Piper,  and  several  pretty  picl  p 
with  Lady  Jackson.  But  with  Black  Maria  at  a  later  day,  tn  y 
rally  swept  the  board.     She  sold  for  6,000  dols.  when  elever         * 
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old.  The  renowned  Medoc  he  inadvertently  sold  at  four  years  old 
for  10,000  dols.  having  so  prized  him,  among  other  horses,  to  Col. 
Bufbrd,  the  head  of  an  Association  in  Kentucky,  in  which  Mr.  Clay 
had  a  large  interest.  About  this  time,  he  sold  0*Kelly,  at  a  long 
price,  to  go  South.  He  won  the  great  44,000  dollar  stakes  with 
Fordham,  and  the  1 5,000  with  Dosoris.  Zela,  a  superb  filly,  won 
here,  and  afterwards  was  sent  to  Alabama,  where  she  won  three  con- 
secutive races,  at  four  mile  heats,  was  deemed,  by  Col.  Johnson  better 
for  the  big  stake  than  her  stable  companion  Fordham ;  either  doubt- 
less would  have  won  it,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  an  intimate 
and  interested  friend  (Col.  James  A.  Hamilton,)  Mr.  S.  consented 
to  start  the  colt.  After  running  Fanny  Wyatt  and  others  a  campaign 
or  two,  he  declined  the  turf,  and  turned  his  attention  to  yachting. 
He  happily  illustrates  Cowper's  idea  in  his  pursuits,  which  were  lite- 
rally 

|  «•  ___  various, 

That  the  mind  of  man,  studious  of  change, 

I  And  pleased  with  novelty, 

May  be  indulged." 

■ 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  Mr.  S.  and  our  present  Gov.  King,  were 
presidents  or  vice-presidents  of  the  New  York  Jockey  Club,  for  a 
period  of  twenty-one  years,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  each  of 
them,  at  a  club  dinner,  decline  a  re-election  upon  the  ground  that 
they  had  "  served  their  time  out !"  That  occasion  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  the  hundred  gentlemen  who  touched  knees  under  the 
mahogany,  at  the  elegant  club-house  of  Capt.  Branch,  the  now  ex- 
Mayor  of  Petersburg,  Va.  The  Hon.  J.  Prescott  Hall,  the  late 
eminent  District  Attorney,  was  unanimously  elected,  and  served  with 
!      eminent  ability  for  several  years. 

!         Mr.  Stevens'  training  stable  on  Long  Island  was  very  extensive. 

He  employed  two  trainers — William  Baxter  and  Isaac  Van  Leer,  the 

latter  the  subsequent  trainer  of  Peytonia  and  others,  for  Mr.  Eirk- 

i      man,  of  Alabama.    Each  had  a  separate  string.     Outside  of  a  "  dirt 

I      c — Be*' — his  private  training  ground — he  laid  out  another  of  turf. 

|      I    svery  horse  left  the  stable  for  exercise,  trial,  or  public  race,  it  was 

!      I     >ver  a  large  platform  scale,  and  its  weight  accurately  ascertained 

«     recorded.    Black  Maria  lost  over  one  hundred  pounds  weight  in 

li     twenty  mile  race. 

[r.  Stevens  was  highly  educated  (a  graduate  of  Columbia  Coll.) 
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and  on  paper  eloquent,  while  his  conversational  powers  were  delight- 
ful. He  impressed  by  his  earnest,  genial,  and  cordial  manner;  and 
no  one,  a  stranger  to  him,  would  have  imagined  in  seeing  or  listening 
to  him,  that  that  plain,  quiet,  amiable  gentleman,  was  about  the  best 
farmer  in  the  State— -was  the  first  to  construct  steamboats  and  rail- 
roads in  the  country  on  a  large  scale — was  for  years  at  the  head  of 
the  Northern  Turf,  the  originator  of  Yachting,  the  commander  of  the 
America  in  her  illustrious  victory  in  British  waters,  and  finally  a 
millionaire,  and  no  other  than  John  C.  Stevens !  His  name  alone 
is  his  best  eulogy ! 

To  give  a  faint  idea  of  the  felicity  with  which  Mr.  S.  was  wont  to 
express  himself  in  epistolary  correspondence,  we  quote  the  following 
highly  spirited  challenge  from  GoL  Johnson,  the  day  after  Henry's 
defeat  by  Eclipse,  and  the  excellent,  humane,  and  gentlemanly-like 
answer  to  it  by  Mr.  Stevens.  [Eclipse,  it  should  be  recollected,  was, 
at  the  time  of  his  match  with  Henry,  nine  years  old ;  the  latter  four 
years  old]. 

"Lang  Island,  May  28th  1823. 

"  Sia.—I  will  run  the  horse  Henry  against  the  horse  Eclipse,  at  Washington 
city  next,  fall,  the  day  before  the  Jockey  Club  Purse  is  run  for,  for  any  sum 
from  twenty  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  forfeit  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  the  forfeit 
and  stake  to  be  deposited  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
Washington,  at  a  nameable  time  to  be  appointed  by  you. 

"Although  this  is  addressed  to  you  individually,  it  is  intended  for  all  the 
betters  on  Eclipse,  and  if  agreeable  to  you  and  them,  you  may  have  the 
liberty  of  substituting  at  the  starting  post,  in  the  place  of  Eclipse,  any  horse, 
mare,  or  gelding,  foaled  and  owned  on  the  northern  and  eastern  side  of  the 
North  river,  providing  I  have  the  liberty  of  substituting  in  the  place  of  Henry, 
at  the  starting  post,  any  horse,  mare,  or  gelding,  foaled  and  owned  on  the 
south  aide  of  the  Potomac.  As  we  propose  running  at  Washington  city,  the 
rules  of  that  Jockey  Club  must  govern  of  course^ 

I  am  respectfully,  yours, 

William  R.  Johnsoh." 

41  To  John  C.  Stevens,  Esq." 

(answer.) 

14  Dkak  Sia. — The  bet  just  decided  was  made  under  circumstance! 
citement,  which  might  in  some  measure  apologise  for  its  rashness,  but  w< 
scarcely  justify  it  as  an  example  ;  and  I  trust  the  part  I  took  in  it  will 
be  considered  as  a  proof  of  my  intention  to  become  a  patron  of  sporting 
so  extensive  a  scale.  For  myself,  then,  I  must  decline  the  offer.  For 
gentlemen  who  with  me  backed  Eclipse,  their  confidence  in  his  superior 
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I  may  safely  say,  is  not  io  the  least  impaired.  But  even  thty  do  not  hesitate 
to  believe  that  old  age  and  hard  service  may  one  day  accomplish  what 
strength  and  fleetness,  directed  by  consummate  skill,  has  hitherto  failed  to 
accomplish. 

"  From  Mr.  Van  Rast,  I  answer  that  he  owes  it  to  the  Association  who 
have  so  confidently  supported  him,  to  the  9tate  at  large  who  have  felt  and 
expressed  so  moch  interest  in  bis  success,  and  to  himself,  as  a  man  not  totally 
divested  of  feeling,  never  on  any  consideration  to  risk  the  life  or  reputation 
of  the  noble  animal,  whose  generous  and  almost  incredible  exertions  have 
gained  for  the  North  so  signal  a  victory,  and  for  himself  such  well  earned 
and  never  failing  renown . 

I  remain,  sir,  yoor  most  obedient  servant, 

JoflB  C.  Stevens." 

"  Wm.  R  Johnson,  Esq." 

Mr.  S.  was  the  son  of  Col.  John  Stevens,  of  New  York,  whose 
favorite  residence  was  Hoboken,  where  he  occupied — and  his  family 
continue  to  do  so — a  palatial  mansion,  surrounded  by  gardens,  hot- 
houses, vineyards,  and  noble  trees,  worthy  almost  of  Ghatsworth 
or  Abottsford.  From  its  site  was  a  magnificent  view  of  this  and 
our  adjoining  cities,  the  grand  Hudson  and  our  inimitably  charm- 
ing Bay,  from  the  Palisades  to  Sandy  Hook.  In  a  secluded  and  ro- 
mantic cove,  under  the  shadow  of  the  eternal  hills  (the  Highlands), 
which  flank  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  within  two  miles  of  the  man- 
sion, is  a  sweet  little  lawn  of  greensward,  which  will  be  ever  memor- 
able as  the  fatal  spot  on  which  the  great  Hamilton  fell  by  the  hand 
of  Aaron  Burr.  Two  other  "  mortal  combats  "  subsequently  took 
place  on  the  same  ground. 

From  his  father,  who  was  a  man  of  singular  genius — who  was 

the  able  and  honored  cotemporary  of  Fulton  and  Livingston,  those 

pioneers,  with  himself,  in  steam  navigation,  Mr.  Stevens  inherited  his 

fondness  for  experimenting  in  and  developing  the  source  of  our  late 

prodigious  acquirements  in  naval  architecture.     The  proudest  day  of 

his  life,"  he  has  frequently  said  to  us,  in  familiar  converse,  was  when 

his  father  started  a  little  steam  screw  propeller,  about  sixteen  feet 

*ong,  (which  may  still  be  seen  at  Hoboken,)  with  a  crew  of  two  men. 

His  father  was  master,  his  brother  Robert  the  engineer,  and  himself 

he  fireman !     They  made,  on  the  river,  near  five  miles  the  hour. 

Jince  that  period,  the  two  sons  referred  to  have  built  floating  palaces 

d  carry  over  one  thousand  people  at  the  rate  of  nearly  eighteen  miles 

in  hour.     In  our  time,  it  was  a  good  day  and  a  half  s  work  to  get 
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from  New  York  to  Philadelphia;  now  it  is  done  in  less  than  five 
hours ;  thanks  to  the  enterprise,  the  forethought,  and  the  amazing 
scientific  ability  of  the  four  sons  of  the  venerable  sage  of  Hoboken. 
It  is  a  curious  trait  in  the  character  of  these  four  brothers,  that  while 
all  were  inventors,  their  different  plans  of  machinery,  models  of  ves- 
sels, &ct  were  submitted  to  Robert,  whose  decision  was  final.  While 
James  and  Edwin  were  intent  on  steamboat  and  railroad  schemes, 
and  improvements,  John  and  Robert  found  leisure  to  patronize  music 
and  the  fine  arts,  to  breed  and  train  the  finest  horses  in  the  Slate,  to 
give  an  enormous  impulse,  by  their  spirit  and  wealth,  to  the  advance- 
ment of  Ocean  navigation,  and  hence  our  clipper  ships  and  our  un- 
matched steamers — the  pride  and  boast  of  every  American  with  a 
heart  in  his  bosom. 

We  have  no  idea  at  what  time,  neither  had  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  he  commenced  his  nautical  education.  He  thought  it  must 
have  been  a  long  time  before  Chateaubriand  wrote  his  beautiful  story 
of  "  The  First  Navigator."  He  imagined  it  was  most  likely  that  a 
shingle,  with  a  sheet-lead  kelson  and  paper  sails,  was  about  his  first 
effort.  Since  then  he~  has  built,  in  conjunction  with  his  brothers, 
hundreds  of  steamers,  yachts,  &c.  The  iron  floating  steam-battery, 
now  building  at  Hoboken  for  the  defence  of  our  city,  in  case  of  in- 
vasion, was  expressly  ordered  by  Government,  and  the  contract  given 
to  the -brothers,  who  have  already  expended  upon  it  over  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  !  "  It  will  be  enough  to  fright  the  isle  from 
its  propriety.,, 

Among  his  first  yachts  of  note  which  we  remember  well,  was  the 
Oncahye,  (in  the  Chippewa  dialect  the  "  Dancing  Feather):  she  was 
sold  to  the  Government,  who  having  employed  its  own  constructors  to 
tinker  her  up  to  their  ideas,  after  she  had  for  two  years  proved  her- 
self about  the  finest  vessel  of  her  class  in  the  navy, — she  was  very 
naturally  lost.  It  was  not  the  first  time  the  same  result  occurred 
from  the  same  cause :  there  does  not  happen  to  be  a  second  George 
Steers  or  a  Stevens  among  the  Government's  Naval  constructors. 

After  several  stars  of  lesser  magnitude;  the  brothers  broughl 
the  Maria,  perhaps  the  most  splendid  yacht  in  model,  size,  and  sp 
that  has  ever  floated  over  the  waters  of  our  beautiful  bay.     Her 
tions  were  as  graceful  as  a  bird's  in  the  air.     The  America  y 
beat  all  England,  in  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta  at  Cowei 
1851,  commanded  by  the  same  Commodore  Stevens;  but  before 
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sent  her  there,  he  beat  her  with  his  own  Maria !  Doubtless  it  was 
ever  present  to  his  mind  that  if  John  Bull  should  "  fan  out "  Brother 
Jonathan  in  the  contest,  he  had  "another  horse  in  his  stable  "  who 
could,  without  a  "  Po'keepsie  shake,"  give  them  occasion  to  exclaim 
a  second  time,  "  The  Yankee  first!  the  others  nowhere!  " 

When  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  was  established,  Mr.  Stevens 
was  elected  Commodore  by  acclamation.  He  built  an  elegant  club- 
house on  his  grounds,  exclusively  for  its  occupation,  at  the  Elysian 
Fields,  from  opposite  which  point  the  annual  regattas  commence  and 
terminate.  By  his  counsel  and  encouragement,  a  large  number  of 
high-toned  gentlemen  in  this  and  neighbouring  cities  were  induced  to 
"go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,"  constructed  at  their  own  expense, 
thereby  exciting  a  feeling  of  emulation  among  the  modellers  and 
builders  of  this  country,  calculated  to  develope  their  highest  energies. 
The  members  of  the  club  now  comprise  over  four  hundred  gentlemen. 
A  few  of  them — veritable  "  Knights  of  the  Bound  Table  " — deter- 
mined one  day  at  a  monthly  club  dinner  at  Hoboken  to  build 
something  with  which  to  give  the  Britishers  a  "  turn."  And  they 
did. 

A  contract  was  made  with  William  H.  Brown,  a  naval  constructor 
of  New  York,  of  distinguished  ability,  to  build  a  schooner,  to  be 
modelled  by  the  late  lamented  George  Steers,  on  the  following  terms 
it  is  alleged : — Mr.  Brown  was  to  receive  a  stipulated  sum  as  the 
yacht  progressed.  If,  upon  trial,  she  should  beat  the  Maria,  and 
afterwards  win  the  prize  cup  of  the  Royal  Squadron  of  England,  he 
was  to  receive  30,000  dollars;  if  she  did  not  achieve  both  events  he 
was  to  refund  the  amount  already  paid  him.  The  America  was  the 
result.  To  be  sure,  the  Maria  was  too  much  for  her,  but  the  latter 
is  sloop-rigged,  and  of  greatly  superior  tonnage ;  yet  the  America 
contrived  to  astonish  the  aristocracy  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty, 
and  Her  Majesty  herself. 

Mr.  Steers  and  a  crack  crew  took  the  America  over  to  Havre, 
where  she  was  joined  by  the  subject  of  this  notice  (who  commanded 
er,)  and  several  other  members  of  our  club,  comprising  Col.  James 
lamilton,  George  L.  Schuyler,  Edwin  A.  Stevens,  Hamilton  Wilkes, 
ad  J.  Beekman  Findlay,  Esqrs.  The  regatta  took  place  off  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  August  22nd,  1851,  and  it  has  been  happily  said  that 

the  result  was  a  triumph  for  the  nation ;  a  triumph  more  grateful, 

d  scarcely  less  illustrious  than  a  victory  on  the  battle  field." 
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The  America  was  subsequently  sold  to  Lord  Blacquierre,  who 
made  a  cruise  in  her  over  seven  thousand  miles.  And  here  we  may 
be  permitted  to  allude  to  a  fact  of  considerable  interest  to  the  parties 
concerned.  Before  the  America  sailed,  Mr.  Stevens  placed  on  board 
two  dozen  of  the  celebrated  Bingham  wine,  derived  from  the  cellar  of 
the  late  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Philadelphia,  the  father  of  the  wife  of  the 
late  English  minister  to  the  U.  S.,  Lord  Ashburton.  It  was  more 
than  half  a  century  old,  and  the  Commodore  designed  to  drink  in  it 
the  health  of  Her  Majesty.  It  would  appear  that  the  Commodore's 
excellent  wife,  in  "  setting  to  rights  "  various  little  matters  in  relation 
to  the  outfit  of  the  America,  concealed  these  two  dozen  of  Madeira 
in  a  secret  cranny  about  the  vessel,  so  that  when  he  sold  her,  with- 
out his  knowledge  the  wine  went  with  her.  He  presumed  that 
through  some  oversight,  it  must  have  been  taken  ashore,  and  never 
discovered  the  mistake  until  his  return  home,  when  he  immediately 
wrote  to  Lord  Blaquierre  that  if  he  would  look  in  a  certain  hidden 
locker  in  the  America,  he  would  find  some  wine  worth  double  the 
price  of  her,  of  course  making  him  a  present  of  it. 

To  our  personal  knowledge,  incidents  of  a  like  character  have  not 
unfrequently  occurred  to  the  Commodore.  On  one  occasion,  he  gave 
a  large  dinner  at  his  pleasant  little  shooting  box  on  Long  Island,  ad- 
jacent to  his  training  stables.  It  was  a  sort  of  challenge,  that  him- 
self, with  the  assistance  of  a  lad,  should  prepare  dinner;  and  he  did 
prepare  one  fit  for  the  gods.  Just  before  soup  was  to  be  served,  he 
ascertained  to  his  dismay,  that  the  silver  forks,  spoons,  punch  bowl, 
apple-toddy  pitcher,  &c.,  were  non  est.  He  was  informed  at  length 
that  his  lady  had  come  down  two  days  before,  and  "  set  the  house  to 
rights."  Of  course,  nothing  was  in  its  place,  and  he  was  finally 
obliged  to  break  open  half  a  dozen  elegant  pieces  of  cabinet  furniture 
before  he  could  lay  hands  on  the  vagrant  requisites  for  his  table  ser- 
vice. But  what  a  dinner  it  was ! — Chateau  Margaud,  of  the  famous 
vintage  of  1827,  (almost  all  of  which  he  bought  through  the  late 
Dominie  Lynch);  and  then  the  cooking,  it  would  have  excited  a  thrill 
in  the  hearts  of  a  Ude  or  a  Soyer,  and  envy  in  the  palmiest  _ 
old  Lucullus. 

Mr.  Stevens  with  his  brother  Robert,  commenced  their  opera*, 
in  inland  steam  navigation  about  1 825.   Two  years  after,  they  stai 
the  first  day  boat  between  New  York  and  Albany,  and  accompli?1 
the  distance  in  twelve  hours.     Now,  according  to  the  veracious  hi 
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rian,  who  immortalized  himself  by  giving  to  the  world  a  "  History  of 
New  York,"-— no  other  than  our  illustrious  countryman  Washington 

Irving,  himself  the  veritable  Diedrich  Knickerbocker  of  that  ilk, 

the  original  founders  of  this  city  wereVont  to  make  their  wills  before 
embarking  on  a  voyage  to  Albany.  It  frequently  occupied  then  as 
much  time  as  is  now  required  for  a  trip  to  Europe  and  back. 

Perhaps  more  than  either  of  his  brothers,  Mr.  Stevens  was  fond  of 
all  manly  sports  in  the  open  air.  He  introduced,  among  other  things, 
the  game  of  Cricket,  now  so  popular ;  and  that  athletic  game,  as  well 
as  Base  Ball,  are  still  played  upon  his  carefully  prepared  grounds,  at 
Hoboken,  without  charge,  to  any  of  the  properly  organized  clubs. 
When  he  offered— over  twenty  years  ago — a  prize  of  1000  dollars  to 
any  man  who  could  run  ten  miles  within  the  hour,  on  a  given  day, 
he  was  rally  aware  that  if  no  competitor  made  his  appearance,  his 
brother  Robert  could  do  it,  for  he  and  his  brother  James,  on  a  match 
made  by  the  Commodore,  had  once  walked  sixteen  miles  in  three 
hours,  and  performed  various  other  pedestrian  feats,  quite  worthy  of 
our  friend  Anson  L.  in  his  prime.  The  prize  referred  to  above  was 
won  by  Stannard,  over  the  Union  Course,  April  24th,  1835,  before 
thousands  of  spectators ;  but  this  feat  has  since  been  eclipsed  in  the 
States  and  England. 

Near  half  a  century  ago,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
predicted  that  some  of  his  sons  would  live  to  see  carriages  driven  by 
steam,  run  on  a  railway,  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  between 
New  York  and  Albany.  At  that  time  the  locomotive  was  unknown, 
and  it  was  some  forty  years  before  the  prediction  was  verified.  Col. 
Stevens  was  also  the  inventor  of  the  propeller  to  which  we  have  be- 
fore incidentally  referred.  It  is  stated  that  within  a  few  days  after 
Fulton's  paddle  wheel  boat  made  her  first  trip  to  Albany,  driven  by 
an  engine  built  by  Watt  and  Bolton  in  England,  a  boat  driven  by 
a  steam  engine  and  screw,  planned  by,  and  built  under  the  eyes  of 
of  the  ingenious  father,  and  his  no  less  ingenious  sons,  made  her  first 
experimental  cruise  across  the  river.  "  Statesmen  and  soldiers  often 
save  their  country — such  men  as  the  Stevens's,  father  and  sons,  make 
Duntry.' 

Mxrat  1828,  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  from  this  city  to 

dladelphia,  was  projected.    The  four  brothers,  Stevens,  Commo- 

>re  Stockton,  his  brother-in-law,  the  present  Senator  Thomson,  and 

is  (the  Commodore's)  father-in-law,  Mr.  Potter,  of  Savannah,  en- 
no.  8. — voi*  VI.  2  T 
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gaged  in  the  enterprise,  and  its  construction  commenced  in  1830. 
Although  but  two  railroads  had  been  previously  undertaken,  this  was. 
on©,  and  has  been  successful  to  this  day. 

Haying  resolved  upon  following  what  Washington  termed  "  the 
noblest  pursuit  of  man"— agriculture,  Mr.  Stevens  married  the  cele- 
brated Miss  Maria  Levingston,  a  belle,  a  beauty,  and  a  fortune — the 
reigning  toast  all  the  country  round.  They  quietly  settled  upon  his 
estate,  in  Duchess  County,  and  remained  there  several  years,  he 
developing  its  resources,  while  she,  most  gracefully  dispensed  their 
hospitalities,  and  gave  him  the  aid  of  her  infinite  taste,  in  compearing 
the  growing  and  the  formation  of  many  a  "thing  of  beauty'*  to  be 
"a  joy  for  ever."  As  a  landscape  gardener,  a  practical  former,  a 
breeder  of  fine  stock,  and  a  patron  of  every  manly  aport,  he  had,  even 
at  that  early  day,  no  superior  in  the  State.  He  was  as  proud  of  his 
farm,  as  Mr.  Webster  was  of  Marshfield  and  his  oxen,  or  Mr.  Clay  of 
Ashland  and  his  blue  grass  pastures,  literally  alive  with  the  "  best 
blood  of  all  the  Howards,"  in  the  shape  of  horses,  sheep,  and  cattle. 
He  prosecuted  his  rural  pursuits  with  characteristic  enthusiasm  :  no 
man  on,  his  estate  weilded  a  scythe,  or  handled  a  sickle  or  plough 
better  than  himself;  and  then  he  brought  to  his  aid  a  vast  amount 
of  practical  and  scientific  knowledge ;  so  that  if  he  had  never  distin- 
guished himself  in  any  other  walk  of  life,  he  would  have  been  "  a 
man  of  mark,"  as  the  beet  farmer  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Stevens  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  accomplished  wife— a 
lady  of  rare  endowments,  in  February  1856.  He  thought  her  an 
angel,  while  he  himself  was  the  god  of  her  idolatry.  They  lived  and 
loved  together  for  more  than  thirty  years,  each,  entertaining  for  the 
other  the  most  profound  feefing  of  respect  and  affection.  Long  prior 
to  the  period  of  their  deaths,  both  were  supremely  blest 

"  In  all  which  should  accompany  old  ag*- 
A*  honor,  love,  obedience,  troops  of  friends*" 

In  April,  1856,  Mr.  Stevens  lost  his  brother  Robert,  to  whom  he 
was  tenderly  attached.     The  latter  died  a  bachelor,  while  John  and 
his  wife  had  no  children.     Robert  left  rich  legacies  to  his  brothers 
and  their  children.     The  disposition  made  of  his  property  by  IV    " 
is  at  present  unknown  to  us ;  but  he  leaves  a  fortune  estima 
near  two  millions  of  dollars.    The  last  two  years  of  his  life  we» 
sad.  his  double  bereavement,  doubtless,  hastened  his  end. 

S<»ne  ten  years  or  more  since,  Mr.  Stevens  "  took  it  into  his 
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to  build    fa  place"  at  South  Amboy,  in  New  Jersey.     The  site  was 
on  a  barren,  dismal -looking  pine  forest,  covered  with  sand  up  to  one's 
knees.   The  property,  if  property  it  was,  belonged  to  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company:  he  proposed  to  purchase.     Now,  the 
corporation  would  most  cheerfully  have  made  him  a  present  of  it;  but 
Commodore  Stockton  and  other  intimate  friends  interfered.      The 
Commodore  said  truly,  "  if  you  give  John  this  sand  patch,  he  wont 
touch  it:  he  has  got  9ome  kink  in  his  head,  and  let  us  humour  it. 
Charge  him  10,000  dollars  for  it,  tho'  it  isn't  worth  sixpence  an 
acre."    They  -did  so ;  and  soon  the  "  kink  "  developed  itself.    The 
ground  was  filled  with  ugly  pine  trees  and  stumps.    Mr.  Stevens  set 
to  work  clearing  this  pine  barren  in  a  style  quite  marvellous  to  his 
neighbours.     He  brought  to  his  aid  an  enormous  locomotive  engine, 
and  with  doiible  blocks  and  tackle,  brought  down  the  giants  of  the 
forest  in  no  time.     It  was  his  habit  of  a  morning,  having  made  fast 
his  tackle  over  night  to  a  couple  of  venerable  stumps,  to  rise  with 
the  sun,  get  up  steam  on  the  locomotive,  and  then  "  stand  from 
under  "  was  the  word*     One  or  other  must  give  way,  and  presently 
the  doomed  one  sprang  into  the  air,  perhaps  sixty  feet,  falling  with  a 
thundering  crash.  The  freak  diverted  him,  and  brought  a  new  excite- 
ment*   After  a  season  or  two,  he  determined  to  ascertain  if  he  could 
not  make  this  New  Jersey  Sahara  "  blossom  like  the  rose."     60  he 
built  himself  a  superb  mansion  house,  planted  several  thousand  peach 
trees,  as  well  as  graperies  in  all  directions,  constructed  an  artificial 
lake  of  five  acre?,  which  he  stocked  with  fish,  and  laid  out  some  five 
hundred  acres  with  such  incomparable  skill  and  taste,  that  this 
favorite  country  seat  of  his  became  one  of  the  most  picturesque  and 
highly-cultivated  in  that  State.     He  was  shortly  before  his  illness 
engaged  in  erecting  a  free  Episcopal  Church,  a  school  building,  a 
hopital,  and  a  home  at  Amboy,  for  the  accommodation  of  indigent 
widows  and  orphans,  and  others  worthy  of  favor. 

In  November  last  Mr.  Stevens  removed  from  Amboy  to  Hoboken, 
where  he  died,  after  a  few  weeks'  illness.  He  took  very  little  interest 
in  politics,  but  was  a  Whig  in  principle.  His  funeral  was  attended 
by  a  numerous  traia  of  friends :— consisting  of  Ex-President  Van 
Buren  and  son,  Governor  King,  Commodore  Edgar  and  the  members 
of  the  N.Y-Y.0-,  the  mayor,  common  council,  and  the  citizens  gene- 
rally. A  man  more  universally  respected  than  Mr-  Stevens  never 
existed,  and  his  death  has  left  a  void  which  will  be  long  felt,  not  only 
by  friends,  but  deeply  by  his  numerous  old  and  faithful  servants. 
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BY  A  TBTBBAM  TJL0HXSMA*. 

Soros  the  departure  of  her  husband,  the  Countess  had  bat  twice  received 
accotints  from  him,  the  latter  of  these,  from  a  port  belonging  to  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  announced  that  the  ship  in  which  he  was  in  being 
but  a  dull  sailer,  and  the  season  of  light  winds  and  calms  having  com- 
menced, a  long  and  tedious  passage  was  anticipated.  Instructions  were 
given  in  this  letter  for  the  Countess  to  come  out  to  join  her  husband  in 
Peru  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  as  when  he  left  home 
the  lady  was  said  to  be  enciente,  it  was  not  considered  by  him  possible 
for  her  to  commence  her  voyage  until  he  had  been  at  least  eight  months 
from  home.  Now  the  Count  had  been  absent  just  one  year  when  his 
lady  became  a  mother,  and  we  grieve  to  say  that  if  in  thinking  of  him 
to  whom  she  had  (foolishly  we  admit)  plighted  her  faith,  so  far  from 
any  affection  being  mixed  up  with  her  thoughts,  she  was  puzzling  her 
brain  to  devise  a  scheme  the  better  to  conceal  the  birth  of  a  son  of  which 
it  was  but  too  evident  that  he  was  not  the  father.  As  to  her  friends  in 
Seville  they  knew  not  of  the  circumstance,  the  Countess  not  choosing  to 
let  them  know  of  her  present  whereabouts.  She  would  however  gladly 
have  maintained  a  correspondence  with  Young  Mildred,  but  as  neither 
was  cognisant  of  the  other's  proceedings,  it  would  have  been  too  danger- 
ous to  hazard  written  communications. 

In  the  mean  time  the  infant  maintained  its  health,  and,  although  con- 
noisseurs in  such  matters  would  have  little  difficulty  in  declaring  it  to  be 
a  fiic  simile  of  mamma— yet  ifhad  a  remarkable  tendency  to  a  carroty 
pole~and  as  neither  the  Count  nor  bis  lady  possessed  such  a  vegetable 
appendage;  the  one  having  hair  of  the  blackest  jet,  and  the  other  scarcely 
any  but  a  few  grey  locks,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  a  glorious 
opening  for  the  Scan  Mag  Society  at  Seville,  could  they  but  have  seen 
the  baby  and  Young  Mildred  together,  seeing  that  the  youth's  capillary 
attractions  stepped  a  trifle  over  the  auburn  boundary  line ;  nevertheless, 
he  was  a  handsome  featured  young  man,  at  least  so  thought  the  Count-—  • 
at  all  events  he  had  the  merit  of  possessing  youth,  and  had  her  lot  1 
been  to  have  wedded  him  instead  of  the  Count,  we  have  but  small  dc 
that  their  union  would  have  been  blessed,  and  neither  have  stood  K 

*  Continued  from  page  280. 
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us  as  they  do  at  present— the  guilty  parents  of  young  master  "  RtctpoU." 

Time  now  began  to  hang  heavily  on  the  hands  of  the  wrecked 
strangers,  and  they  looked  forward  to  the  arrival  of  their  letters  from 
home  with  considerable  anxiety  ;  they  had  tried  the  various  amusements 
of  the  city  over  and  over  again,  although  there  were  the  usual  modes  of 
passing  time  common  to  cities,  and  all  had  been  resorted  to,  the  theatres, 
billiard -galleries,  &&,  &&  ;  still  a  change  was  longed  for,  gladly  there- 
fore did  they  receive  the  announcement  that  on  an  early  day  the 
Countess  would  be  able  to  receive  them  in  her  drawing-room ;  it  was 
therefore  arranged  that  Sealpalini  should  come  over  and  present  them  in 
propria  forma — after  which  the  young  gentleman,  the  baby,  was,  as  the 
sailors  say,  to  have  water  thrown  on  his  face  and  called  names ;  the 
Abbe  of  a  neighbouring  convent  having  consented  to  come  to  the  villa 
and  perform  the  ceremony ;  but  before  this  important  event  takes  place 
we  shall  suppose  the  reader  enabled  to  hear  the  following  dialogue  be* 
tween  the  Countess  and  her  confidential  duenna— which  occurred  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  before  mentioned  arrangements. 

"  And  so  Bianca,"  said  the  Countess,  "  you  advise  me  to  have  the 
baptismal  ceremony  gone  through  as  speedily  as  possible." 

"  Indeed,  Senora,  I  do,"  answered  Bianca,  "  for  only  suppose  the 
dear  little  fellow  should  die  before  it  has  been  signed  with  the  blessed 
cross  and  become  the  child  of  Holy  Mother  Church," 

"  Ah  ln  sighed  the  Countess—"  that  were  indeed  to  peril  its  soul, 
and  it  shall  be  as  you  say  *  A mizo.9— You  know,  dear  Bianca,  the 
secret  of  my  guilt,  and  the  pangs  of  an  oppressed  conscience  are  over- 
whelming me.  I  have  been  unjust  to  my  lord  ;  still  I  cannot  shake  off 
the  love  I  bear  for  him  who  is  unlawfully  the  father  of  my  child." 

"  It  needs  no  conjuror,  dear  lady,  to  tell  those  who  know  you  both 
who  is  the  father,  for  one  can  see  the  lover  in  every  lineament  of  the 
child." 

"  Hush,  Bianca,  for  heaven's  sake }— upbraid  me  not,  but  assist  me 
with  your  counsel,  how  I  can  best  conceal  my  dishonour  from  the  Count; 
but  in  that  counsel  attempt  not  to  plunge  me  in  further  guilt  save  that 
of  harmless  concealment/9 

"  Its  quite  certain  "—answered  the  Duenna,— (<  that  a  nurse  must  be 
«"<ovided  for  the  babe,  and  for  the  present  it  will  have  to  be  kept  here. 

nd  as  soon  as  you  are  sufficiently  recovered  to  travel,  I  would  advise 
our  return  to  Seville,  where  doubtless  there  will  be  a  packet  from  the 

ount  determining  further  proceedings ;  in  the  meanwhile,  time  for 
-liberation  will  be  afforded,  and  we  may  hit  upon  some  expedient  to 

ectually  keep  the  Count  in  the  dark  as  to  the  young  Senor." 
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"  Jtfuch  as  I  ahaU  suffer  in  parting  with  my  child  it  must  be  a*  you 
say,  Bianco*"  rejoined  the  Countess — <(  and  may  the  saints  great  that 
the  separation  may  he  only  of  short  duration;  a  mother's  lore  m 
strong  within  Ate,  and  J  foei  as  if  I  could  hrave  the  world  s  scorn  for  it; 
but  that  were  in  alt  probability  to  embitter  its  future  prospects." 

"  Dear  lady/'  said  Biases—"  thou  reasonast  well,  and  since  matters 
cannot  be  otherwise  amended,  we  must  even  make  the  best  of  them  as 
they  ajw,  and  »wjjth  your  sanction  Til  get  Doctor  Scalpalini  to  provide  a 
nurse  for  the  young  master,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  proposed  : 
your  no/te  {tp  the  Abbe  will  doubtless  ensure  his  attendance  for  the  hap* 
tismal  ceremony  i  make  the  holy  father  your  confessor  and  confident, 
his  advice  will  doubtless  be  judicious/'  added  Bianca. 

"  It  will  be  the  better  plan,"  answered  the  Countess,  "  the  Abbe  shall 
know  all ;,  and  now  Bianca  wbo  shall  we  appoint  as  sponsors  to  my 
child." 

'<  The  ceremonies  .of  our  Holy  Church  requires  but  one  godfather, 
but  there  can  be  no  objection  to  having  two,  and  since  the  young  gen- 
tleman came  into  the  wot  Id  on  the  very  night,  joay,  the  very  hour  when 
the  wrecked  strangers  were  thrown  upon  your  ladyahip's  hospitality, 
what  if  they  .were  invited  to  take  upon  themselves  this  important  part 
of  the.  baptismal  rite  ?" 

"  I  know  not  of  an  objection  save  the.chanoe  of  danger  to  myself, 
should  they  hereafter  be  thrown  amongst  my  acquaintances,  (friends,  I 
will  not  call  them):  in  such  case  my  object  of  coming  here  for  conceal- 
ment would  very  likely  be  frustrated." 

"  But,  my  lady,  you  forget  that  you  are  new  under  an  assumed  name, 
and  in  speaking  of  you  to  others  they  cannot,  give  a  clue  whilst  they 
remain  ignorant  of  your, true  title  ;  besides,  the  boldness  of  the  measure 
will  tend  to  disarm  suspicion  as  to  the— (pardon  me,  dear  lady—-)  illegi- 
timacy of  the  child  ;  and  you  can  in  conversing  with  them  speak  of  your 
dear  husband,  and  of  your  cruel  separation  from  him  in  such  terms  of 
endearment  as  will  further  serve  to  blind  these  travellers  to. the  real 
facts." 

"  Well,  then,  Bianca,"  answered   the  Countess,  *  be  it  as  you  pro- 
pose ;  a  message  shall  be  seut  to  our  guests  inviting  them  to  the  baptism, 
appointed  to  take  place  three  days  hence ;  in  the  mean  time  I  can  receive 
the  Abbe,  and  make  a  clean  breast  of  it.     There  is  one  thing  we 
not  settled,  Bianca  :  what  is  to  be  the  name  of  my  son  ?" 

"  If  your  ladyship/'  answered  the  duenna,  "  has  not  settled 
matter,  it  has  not  given  me  &  moment's  consideration  ;  indeed,  one  c 
will  serve  as  well  as  another,  and  if  with  you  the  question  is  difficul 
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solve,  suppose  you  permit  the  elder  of  the  two  sponsors  (that  is  to  he)  to 
choose  one.  Who  knows  what  may  arise  from  this  compliment  being 
paid  ?  The  child's  prospects  in  life  may  be  greatly  advantaged  by  his 
connection  with  a  sponsor,  who,  for  dught  we  know,  might  turn  out  to 
be  both  rich  and  powerful." 

"  Tou  seem  fruitful  in  expedients  this  morning,"  said  the  Countess, 
"  I'll  be  content,  then,  abide  by  the  name  chosen  by  my  child's  god* 
father  for  him,  if  not  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  to  select  one,  there* 
fore  nothing  now  remains  to  be  done  but  arrange  with  all  parties. 
Scalpalint  shall  be  deputed  to  wait  on  them  with  the  invitation,  and 
inform  the  elder  one  that  I  shall  be  highly  pleased  if  he  will  provide  a 
name  for,  and  become  a  sponsor  to,  my  babe." 

Matters  being  arranged,  as  we  learn  by  the  aforesaid  conversation 
between  the  Countess  and  Bianca,  Scalpalini  lost  no  time  in  seeking  an 
interview  with  the  strangers  ;  they  bad  strolled  towards  the  beach, 
and  the  doctor  being  guided  by  the  report  of  their  pistole,  as  they  were 
amusing  themselves  with  trying  the  qualities  of  a  new  purchase  in  firing 
at  a  target ;  he  was  not  long  finding  them  and  submitting  the  invitation, 
as  well  as  the  request  of  the  Countess.  To  these  a  ready  assent  was 
tendered,  and  the  elder  of  the  strangers  who  was  to  have  the  honour  of 
giving  a  cognomen  to  the  child,  expended  the  afternoon  of  that  day  in 
selecting  from  the  Rundle  and  Bridge's  of  that  city  a  handsome  service 
of  juvenile  plate,  ordering  it  to  be  at  once  marked  with  his  name,  which 
was  also  to  be  that  of  the  babe* 

In  the  mean  time  the  Countess  sought  an  interview  with  the  Abbe, 
and  having  unburdened  her  conscience  to  the  holy  rather,  and  received 
from  him  an  assurance  that  her  sen  should  be  carefuJry  watched  over  by 
him,  he  offered  to  find  a  suitable  person  to  nurse  the  child,  should  Scal- 
palini find  a  difficulty  on  that  head,  which  however  was  far  from  likely, 
seeing  the  doctor's  extensive  practice  would  enable  him  to  find  some 
young  and  healthy  mother  to  perform  the  necessary  functions. 


WINDERMERE  SAILING  MATCHES. 

Thbsb  matches  came  off  on  Tuesday  14th  and  Friday  17tb  of  July.  The 
race  on  the  former  day  was  for  a  handsome  Challenge  Cup,  value  £45,  and 
the  latter  for  a  Cap  given  by  a  number  of  ladies  who  take  an  interest  in 
•  boating  on  Windermere.  The  contest  this  year  attracted,  if  possible, 
>re  than  usual  attention  on  the  lake,  from  the  fact  of  some  new  boats  being 
teted  and  the  course  having  been  altered  so  as  to  embrace  the  upper  reach 
the  lake.  Ten  boats  were  entered:— Mr.  Aufrere's  Mosquito,  21ft.  Oin., 
.terline;  Mr.  Rigge's  Rose,  17ft  8in.;  Mr.  Astley's  Anonyma,  22ft.  Oin.; 
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Mr.  Bosh's  Wild  Duck 22ft.;  Mr.  Taylor's  Ariel,  24ft..;  Mr.  Preston's  Psyche 
20ft.;  Miss  Meyer's  Isidora,  16ft.  Sin. ;  Mr.  Fell's  Heather  Bell,  22ft.  Oin. ; 
Mr.  Gibson's  Pearl,  18ft.  Oin. ;  Mr.  Bryan's  Frederics,  18ft.  4in. 

The  boats  took  their  positions  for  the  start  with  great  punctuality,  and  by 
ten  minutes  past  eleven  got  under  way.  The  wind  was  from  the  S.  W.,  a  nice 
fresh  wholesale  breeze,  improving  through  the  day.  The  Mosquito,  a  new 
boat,  was  the  first  off,  and  having  a  weatherly  position  soon  got  into  first 
place.  She  held  her  ground  pretty  ^nearly  to  the  flag-boat  at  Townhead, 
when  she  was  weathered  by  the  Anonyma.  The  leading  boats  rounded  this 
flag-boat  in  the  following  order,  and  with  trifling  difference  between  them  : 
Anonyma,  Mosquito,  Wild  Duck,  Psyche,  Heather  Bell,  Rose,  &c.  The 
Wild  Duck  in  beating  down  and  in  a  good  place  had.  the  misfortune  to 
carry  away  her  bobstay,  and  the  Frederics  the  bad  luck  to  be  dismasted. 
During  the  whole  beat  down  the  contest  was  of  a  very  sprinted  character 
and  exhibited  some  excedingly  good  sailing.  With  nearly  ten  miles  to  run 
after  rounding  the  Townhead  flag-boat,  the  Anonyma's  winning  powers  came 
into  play,  and  before  rounding  at  Waterhead  she  had  gained  nearly  a  mile 
on  all  her  opponents,  and  was  never  afterwards  caught.  The  race  between 
the  Mosquito,  Psyche,  Heather  Bell  and  Wild  Duck  was  a  very  closely  con- 
tested one,  and  the  fine  fresh  breeze  in  the  upper  lake  gave  them  each  a 
capital  opportunity  of  displaying  their  respective  powers ;  till  entering  the 
narrow  it  was  exceedingly  doubtful  which  would  have  had  the  honour  of 
second  to  the  Anonyma,  but  in  the  short  tacks  the  Psyche  beat  both  her 
opponents,  the  Mosquito  and  Heather  Bell,  and  passed  the  winning-post  at 
the  Ferry  a  short  distance  ahead  of  them.  The  Heather  Bell  and  Mosquito 
running  very  nearly  a  dead  heat.  On  the  whole  the  match  was  decidedly 
the  best  that  had  been  sailed  on  Windermere,  and  though  the  laurels  again 
went  to  the  low  end  of  the  lake,  the  Mosquito  did  her  best  to  retrieve  the 
honour  of  Bowness  Bay.  Mr.  Astley  well  deserved  his  success,  as  he  both 
built  the  Anonyma  and  sailed  her  himself  in  this  match;  he  has,  undoubtedly, 
a  very  clever,  fast  boat,  but  we  hope  that  many  spirited  efforts  will  be  made 
to  rob  him  of  his  prize  next  year,  and  we  wish  them  every  success. 

The  Ladies  Cup, — This  race  took  place  on  the  17th.,  fortunately  a  beau- 
tiful day  with  a  nice  fair  breeze ;  in  fact,  a  perfect  Ladies*  day.    Ten  boats 
were  'entered,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  race.    An  admirable  start  was 
effected  and  all  got  well  away  but  the  Mosquito,  which  had  the  misfortune 
to  carry  away  her  bobstay  when  hoisting  her  jib.    The  Psyche  led  the  way 
till  weathered  below  Rawlinson's  Nab  by  the  Wild  Duck  and  Heather  Bell. 
The  former  having  worked  herself  into  a  fine  weatherly  position  took  a  strong 
lead  and  rounded  the  flag-boat  at  Townhead  some  distance  ahead  of  every- 
thing.   Heather  Bell  was  second,  Psyche,  Anonyma  and  Rose  well  toga. 
In  running,  the  Heather  Bell  and  Anonyma  cleared  the  other  boats  and 
a  very  close  race  to  Waterhead,  gradually  shortening  the  distance  bet' 
them  and  the  Wild  Duck,  till  off  the  Wray  they  were  neck  and  neck 
each  other.   Wild  Dock  again  rounded  the  flag-boat  first,  the  Anonymi 
Heather  Bell  almost  together.    A  very  interesting  and  exciting  race- 
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First  Day  June,  SOth. — The  lovers  of  "  a  wet  sheet  and  a  flowing 
sea"  were  afforded  an  ample  opportunity  of  enjoying  those  dainties  at 
the  above  in  Dublin  Bay,  An  excellent  programme  of  events  brought 
some  admirable  yachts  from  the  other  side  of  the  Channel  to  compete 
with  those  more  familiar  to  our  own  waters  ;  and  for  each  of  the  prizes 
there  entered  a  great  number  of  craft,  varying  from  the  dignified 
Oithona,  cutter,  80  tons,  built  on  the  model  of  the  Cymba,  to  the  smart 
little  Torment  of  5  tons,  and  the  still  more  diminutive  Will-o'the-Wisp, 
of  3£  tons.  But  the  weather  was  all  wrong.  The  wind  swept  in  from 
off  the  Channel  with  unrelenting  severity.  Dense  clouds  in  threatening 
masses  hung  overhead,  and  occasionally  discharged  some  gusty  showers. 
The  sea  outside  Kingstown  harbour  rose  into  angry  waves,  foaming  and 
seething,  and  giving  the  lovers  of  the  "  wet  sheet"  enough  of  it  and  to 
spare.  Even  within  the  arms  of  the  eastern  and  western  piers  it  was  so 
rough  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  principal  rowing  matches, 
to  the  great  disappointment  of  the  spectators,  and  the  chagrin  of  many 
an  adventurous  oarsman  already  attired  for  the  occasion.  The  sun  who 
had  been  so  constant  in  his  attentions  for  the  last  fortnight,  or  so,  was 
absent  all  day  "  on  urgent  private  business";  and  to  sum  up  the  cata- 
logue, a  great  majority  of  the  spectators  appeared  upon  the  jetty  and 
at  the  club  in  the  lightest  possible  summer  costume,  and  bore  the  chilling 
sea  breeze,  and  the  occasional  showery  interludes,  with  what  patience 
they  might. 

From  a  very  early  hour  every  train  on  the  Kingstown  line  was  over- 
crowded with  passengers,  and  every  point  of  vantage  on  the  piers  found 
occupants.  Rough  old  seamen,  and  retired  naval  officers,  glass  in  hand, 
criticised  the  craft  as  they  prepared  for  the  coming  struggle,  or  showed 
off  their  points  preparatory  to  the  start.  Gaily  dressed  ladies',  military 
officers,  and  young  men  impossible  to  describe,  mingled  with  these,  and 
enjoyed  the  regatta  in  much  the  usual  style,  by  voting  it  a  bore  and 
understanding  nothing  about  it.  The  harbour  itself  was  much  more 
animated  than  usual ;  for  the  yachts  and  rowing  boats  had,  with  few 
exceptions,  to  confine  themselves  within  its  limits,  the  sea  outside  being 
much  too  unpleasant  to  be  encountered,  except  by  the  heavier  yachts  ; 
and  an  unusual  quantity  of  bunting  was  displayed  to  compensate  for  the 
absent  sunshine,  and  put  the  leaden  clouds  to  shame. 

The  front  of  the  Royal  Irish  and  the  Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club 
Houses  were  tastefully  decorated  with  flags,  and  the  numerous  craft  not 
entered  for  racing,  belonging  to  several  of  the  yacht  clubs  in  the  three 
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kingdoms,  wearing  their  flags  and  ensigns,  gave  to  the  scene  a  most 
pleasing  appearance.  The  arrangements  for  the  several  races  were 
admirable,  and  the  precautions  which  were  taken  by  the  gentlemen 
forming  the  Committee  to  prevent  confusion  or  mistakes  do  them  much 
credit.  On  no  occasion  for  many  years  have  the  prizes  to  be  run  for  at 
the  Kingstown  regatta  been  so  hotly  contested  as  on  this,  and  very 
seldom  has  an  opportunity  so  favourable  occurred  of  trying  the  sailing 
properties  of  a  number  of  vessels  from  different  localities  been  brought 

together. 

Hie  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  having  intimated  his  intention 
of  being  present,  the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club  made 
every  arrangement  to  give  him  a  suitable  reception.  A  part  of  the 
boundary  wall  of  the  railway  in  front  of  the  Club-house  was  removed, 
and  a  crimson  carpet  laid  from  it  to  the  principal  entrance  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Yacht  Club-house.  His  Excellency  arrived  by  special  train  at  half 
past  two  o'clock.  He  was  accompanied  by  Lady  Fanny  Howard, 
Viscount  St.  Lawrence,  Mr.  F.  Howard,  (private  Secretary)  ;  Captain 
Williams,  Captain  and  Mr.  Chaplain,  General  Gascoigne,  and  Captain 
Vesey,  R.N.,  A.D.C.  in  waiting.  His  Excellency  and  the  Viceregal 
party  were  received  by  Pentheny  O'Kelly,  Vice-Commodore,  and  the 
other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  who  conducted  them  to  a  saloon  in 
the  Club-house,  where  a  splendid  dejeuner  was  served  in  excellent  style. 
At  the  time  of  His  Excellency's  arrival  the  Club-house  and  balconies 
were  crowded  with  fashionables  of  both  sexes,  who  remained  up  to  the 
time  of  His  Excellency  and  suite  taking  their  departure  by  special  train 
at  five  o'clock. 

During  the  day  the  transport  Medina,  conveying  the  50th  Regiment 
who  had  embarked  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  left  the  jetty  under 
olose-ieefed  canvas,  towed  out  by  two  steamers*  and  as  she  passed  the 
various  groups  of  spectators  she  was  greeted  with  cheers.  Her  lordly 
proportions  and  majestic  movements  contrasted  finely  with  the  gracefid 
and  nimble  yachts  that  skimmed  around  her  here  and  there  as  she  went 
out  between  the  piers,  and  were  lost  to  sight  behind  her  great  hull,  or 
stood  out  mote  boldly  against  her  black  and  unadorned  sides. 

The  sailing  of  the  various  yachts  was  generally  excellent,  and  they 
appeared,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be  handled  with  ability.    Of  the  first 
and  second  events  only  the  start  and  finish  could  be  seen  from  the  sh 
and  the  high  wind  rendered  the  run  out  rather  clumsy  ;  but  the  tl 
the  purse  of  10  sovs*  for  which  there  were  ten  entries,  gave  the  grea 
amount  of  enjoyment  to  the  spectators,  the  course  being  visible  thro 
out.     The  tch  was  for  a  piece  of  plate,  presented  by  the  I 
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St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  of  the  value  of  £60,  open  to  all  yaohts  belong- 
ing to  members  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs ;  allowance  for  difference  of 
tonnage,  from  10  to  60  toss  80s.  per  ton,  from  60  tons  upwards  15a. 
For  this  race  the  following  were  entered: — 

Numbered  <u  in  Htmfs  Umbered  Yacht  Hit  for  1857. 


No. 


752 
326 
918 
697 
213 


Yachts'  Names. 


Oithona 

Extravaganza 

Stella  

Mosquito    

Cyclone  


416Flirt 


Rig. 


cutter 

80 

cutter 

48 

cutter 

41 

cutter 

50 

cutter 

41 

cutter 

16 

Ton. 


Owners. 


J.  li.  Bowan,  Esq. 
Sir  P.  Shelley,  Bart. 
C.  T.  Cooper,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  jua^  Esq. 
W.  Patterson,  jun,  Esq. 
Oapt.  H.  H.  O'Bryen 


The  wind  was  from  E.b  N.,  to  B.N.E.,  quite  a  gale,  with  a  nasty 
cross  sea,  at  the  time  of  starting  (12h.  5m.)  Oithona  led  the  way, 
followed  by  Extravaganza  ;  Mosquito  rather  hung  at  the  start,  and 
haying  the  most  leeward  berth,  a  few  moments  elapsed  ere  she  was  fairly 
away, — when  like  the  wild  steed  just  freed  from  restraint  she  flew  after 
her  competitors,  regardless  of  aught  but  victory.  After  passing  the  pier 
into  the  open  sea  she  challenged  and  beat  the  Extravaganza ;  and  often 
were  they  fairly  bows  under,  the  surge  foaming  along  their  decks.  The 
Oithona,  however,  still  kept  the  lead  which  she  held  throughout  the 
race.  A  vessel  of  her  tonnage  stood  a  better  chance  in  such  tempest- 
uous weather.  Some  minutes  were  lost  by  her  in  Candlemas  Bay  in 
looking  for  the  flag-boat,  stationed  there,  but  which  was  non  est  in 
consequence  of  having  carried  away  her  mast,  and  the  men  in  her  for 
tbehr  own  safety  left  their  station. 

The  yachts  finished  the  first  round  thus:— Oithona,  Mosquito,  and 
Extravaganza.  The  Stella  and  Cyclone  having  no  chance,  wisely  hauled 
down  their  racing  flags,  and  allowed  the  three  clippers  to  contend  lor 
the  honour  of  their  country.  It  was  Scotch  against  English ;  and  our 
onlv  regret  was  the  Sister  Isle  was  not  represented  by  a  native-built 
craft.  Oh  !  my  countrymen,  are  none  of  you  spirited  enough  to  build 
a  yacht  that  can  compete,  if  not  conquer  in  friendly  rivalry  the  cannie 
Scot,  and  Johnny  Bull. 

But  to  resume — onward  dashed  the  bonnie  barks;  ever  and  anon 
ring  their  heads  into  the  boiling  surf,  dashing  the  spray  over  their 
Is,  and  thus  involuntarily  skeeting  to  more  "  than  their  souls  desire.' 
The  two  little  uns  were  "the  admiration  of  all  observers,"  as  they 
uggled  to  overhaul  their  huge  competitor  ;  but  as  is  mostly  the  case 
got  will  be  foremost,  especially  iu  such  a  "  stiffener."     Aud  after  as 
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exciting  a  race  as  was  ever  sailed  in  Dublin  Bay  they  finished  thus  :— 

h.  m.   0.  I                           h.  m.  e.  |  h.  dl  b, 

Oithona  4  43    8  |  Mosquito 4  58  40  |  Extravaganza 5  12  20 

Thus  the  Oithona  was  the  conqueror  by  5m.  37s.,  independent  of 
time  allowed.     The  Flirt  did  not  start 

The  Oithona  according  to  accounts  received  was  not  in  her  usual  trim, 
having  unfortunately  in  her  passage  to  the  trysting  place  carried  away 
her  main  halliard  block,  her  bowsprit  whiskers,  and  received  other 
damage.  However,  her  performance  nevertheless  was  exceeding  good, 
and  the  same  must  be  said  of  the  others. 

We  need  not  recapitulate  the  oft  told  tale  of  who  built  this  or  that 
yacht,  everybody  knows,  or  at  least  ought  to  know  by  this  time. 

The  second  match  was  for  a  purse  of  Forty  Sovereigns,  presented  by 
the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  Railway  Company.  Open  to  all  yachts  be- 
longing to  members  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  of  35  tons  and  under.  A 
time  race.     Twiee  round  the  same  course.    . 

For  this  race  the  following  vessels  started: — 


No. 


60 

79 

25 

628 

1028 

187 


Yachts'  Names. 

Atalanta 

Banba 

Foam  

Mabella 

Vigilant 

Crusader 


Rig. 

Tons. 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

82 

cutter 

30 

Owners. 


H.  Scovell,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Doherty,  Esq. 
Major  Longfield 
J.  Graham,  Esq. 
J.  G.  Atkins,  Esq. 
J.  Spiers.  Esq. 


The  Atalanta  got  off  in  splendid  style,  but  a  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  the  other  vessels  got  clear  of  their  moorings  and  got  their  jibs  up. 
The  Foam  while  standing  out  of  the  harbour  near  the  lighthouse,  came 
in  contact  with  the  Holyhead  steamer  Telegraph,  and  sustained  consider- 
able damage  in  her  hull  and  rigging.  She  had  to  put  back,  and  it  was 
only  by  shifting  her  ballast  she  was  prevented  from  sinking  before  she 
reached  the  western  harbour,  where  she  now  lies.  The  Vigilant  took 
up  the  race  after  she  cleared  the  lighthouse,  and  got  ahead  of  all  her 
competitors,  waited  on  by  the  Crusader  and  Atalanta,  the  others  not  far 
off.     They  arrived  after  a  splendid  race,  as  follows  : — 


h.  m.  s. 

Vigilant 3  89    3 

Crusader 3  41  30 


h.  m.  s. 

Atalanta 3  53    0 

Mabella    3  56    0 


m. 


Banba 


The  Vigilant  after  allowing  the  difference  of  time  for  tonns^ 
declared  to  have  beaten  the  Crusader  by  one  minute  and  a  half. 
The  third  match  was  for  a  purse  of  Ten  Sovereigns,  presented 
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Dublin  and  Wicklow  Railway  Company.     Open  to  all  yachts  of  12  tons 
and  under.     The  following  yachts  started  : — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfs  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


456  Gipsy 
927  Sybil 
Wave 
863  Smile 
903  Scamp. 
264  Dove  . 
102  Bijou  . 
1038  Virago 


Big. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
sloop 


tons. 


11 
9 
8 
11 
10 
12 
10 
12 


Owners. 


E.  F.  Clarke,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Hodgens,  Esq. 
J.  Rainer,  Esq. 
A.  Herbert  Open,  Esq. 
M.  Creagh,  Esq. 
C.  Putland,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
Capt.  Byrne 


In  consequence  of  the  heavy  weather  outside,  the  Committee  deemed  it 
advisable  to  alter  the  course  for  this  race,  and  confine  it  to  the  harbour  as 
much  as  possible.  The  course  selected  was  round  the  harbour  three 
times,  and  each  time  to  round  a  flag  boat  moored  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  outside  the  lighthouse.  This  race  was  very  well  contested,  and 
from  the  fact  of  all  the  lively  little  craft  being  within  view  of  the  people 
on  shore  during  the  whole  time,  it  excited  general  interest  The  three 
first  yachts  arrived  opposite  the  Club-house  in  the  following  order: — 


Dove 


h.  m.  s. 
4  22    0 


Bijou 


h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.    s. 

4  27    0  I  Smile 4  33    0 


The  other  yachts  arrived  in  quick  succession.  After  the  arrival  of  the 
Bijou,  an  objection  was  made  against  the  Dove,  on  the  ground  that  her 
tonnage  was  more  than  had  been  represented.  The  Committee  will  have 
to  decide  this.  One  of  the  sailing  matches  of  small  yachts  and  the  boat 
races  were  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  roughness  of  the  weather, 
and  the  sports  terminated  with  a  skiff  race  for  fishermen,  and  a  punt 
race.  The  splendid  band  of  the  Scots  Greys,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Owens,  performed  during  the  day,  and  the  club-houses  and  promenades 
continued  numerously  attended  up  to  a  late  hour  in  the  evening. 


Second  Day. — The  weather,  which  so  inopportunely  tended  on  the 

previous  day  to  mar  the  liberal  intentions  of  the  promoters  of  the  regatta 

was  all  that  could  be  desired.     Many  fears  were  expressed  that  this  day 

— culd  not  prove  more  favourable  than  the  preceding  one,  from  the  un- 

'omising  appearance  of  the  morning.     About  noon,  however,  the  sun 

towed  itself  with  ail  the  brilliancy  of  a  July  day,  having  exercised  its 

premacy  over  a  cold  north  wind,  that  would  recall  in  the  midst  of 

nmer  all  the  chilling  influences  of  dreary  winter.     A  sharp  breeze 

>m  seaward,  while  it  was  sufficient  to  test  the  sailing  qualities  of  the 
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various  craft,  did  not  interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  spectators,  who 
witnessed  from  various  points  on  land  the  exciting  contests  that  were 
exhibited  before  them.  The  prizes  offered  by  the  Club  were  competed 
for  with  a  spirit  which  has  rarely  been  excelled  in  our  Irish  waters.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  Oithona*  victor  in  the  principal  event  of  the 
previous  day,  was  beaten  on  this  occasion  by  the  Mosquito,  which  has 
once  again  asserted  the  superiority  of  her  sailing  qualities  in  a  steady 
breeze. 

There  was  a  large  and  fashionable  attendance  on  the  terrace  of  the 
Club-house,  and  their  enjoyment  was  enhanced  by  the  excellent  music 
of  the  bands  of  the  Scots  Greys  and  60th  Rifles,  which  were  in  attend- 
ance. A  considerable  concourse  of  persons  witnessed  the  differeut  matches 
from  the  piers  and  jetty.  The  fronts  of  the  Club  houses  were  decked 
out  with  a  profusion  of  flags,  while  the  harbour  presented  a  most  ani- 
mated appearance,  from  the  bunting  displayed  by  the  numerous  yachts 
which  were  congregated  together. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  prize  of  £100,  presented  by  the  Royal  Irish 
Yacht  Club,  the  same  regulations  as  on  the  previous  day. 

The  following  vessels  started: — 

JN  umbered  a*  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1 857 


No. 


697 
752 
326 
213 
187 
1028 


Yacht**  Names. 


Mosquito    , 

Oithona , 

Extravaganza  .», 

Cyclone 

Crusader ...... 

Vigilant 


Rig. 

Ton. 

cutter 

50 

cutter 

80 

cutter 

48 

cutter 

41 

cutter 

30 

cutter 

82 

Owners. 


T.  Groves,  jun.,Esq. 
J.  M.  Rowan.  Esq. 
Sir  P.  Shelley,  Bart. 
W.  Patterson,  jun,  Esq. 
J.  tipeirs,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 


The  Stella,  41  tons,  C.  T.  Couper,  Esq.,  and  Atalanta,  27  tons,  H. 
Scovell,  Esq.,  were  entered,  but  did  not  start.     The  Mosquito  was  early 
on  the  alert,   her  owner  and  crew  were  determined  to  wipe  out  the 
disgrace  of  their  defeat  on  the  previous  day*     As  soon  as  the  signal  gun 
for  the  start  was  fired,  she  slipped  her  moorings  and  had  passed  out  of 
the  harbour  long  before  the  other  yachts.     The  Oithona  the  victor  of 
the  previous  day,  much  to  the  surprise  of  every  one,  seemed  unaccount- 
ably to  lag,  and  was  almost  the  last  to  leave  the  harbour.     Extravaganza, 
Vigilant,  Cyclone  and  Crusader  followed  the  leading  yacht,  but  at  a 
considerable  distance.     The  Oithona  during  the  race  overhauled  Al 
other  yachts  in  succession,  but  was  unable  at  any  time  to  near  the  M 
qui  to,  who  kept  the  lead  she  had  gained  in  the  start.     The  Kish  Li 
was  passed  in  the  first  round  of  the  course  in  the  following  order  :— 


h.  m.  s. 

Mosquito  ' 12  59  55 

Extravaganza       1     2  24 


Oithona 
Cyclone  \ 


h.  m.  s. 
1     3  35 


h.  h 
Crusader  1     < 


1     5  20  |  Vigilant 1     i, 
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Shortly  after  rounding  the  Kish  the  Oithona  came  op  to  the  Extra- 
vaganza and  passed  her.  Vigilant  lost  her  topmast,  and  consequently 
soou  dropped  astern,  and  during  the  race  did  not  regain  her  position. 
Mosquito  on  finishing  the  first  round  of  the  course  passed  the  flag-boat 
off  the  harbour,  at  about  four  minutes  past  two,  and  was  followed  by 
the  Oithona,  which  was  about  four  minutes  behind  her.  The  contest 
between  the  Cyclone  and  Crusader  was  very  close,  and  after  the,  first 
round  they  sailed  almost  abreast.  The  yachts  passed  the  Commodors/s 
vessel,  the  Wellington,  revenue  cutter,  in  the  following  order : — 


h.  to.  s. 

Mosquito 4  21  12 

Oithona 4  23    0 


h,  m*  s. 
Extravaganza  4  30  53 
Cyclone    4  34  33 


h.  m,  i. 
Crusader  4  35    o 


The  Vigilant  was  not  timed.  The  winning  yacht  was  received  with 
loud  cheers  from  the  spectators  on  the  piers  :  she  was  the  first  in  by  a 
minute  and  a  half,  although  she  would  have  won  the  prize  even  had  she 
been  ten  minutes  behind  the  Oithona,  who  was  obliged  to  allow  her  that 
time  for  the  difference  of  tonnage.  The  weather  was  most  favourable 
to  the  Mosquito,  which  it  is  said,  has  never  been  beaten  in  a  steady  breeze 
except  by  the  Oithona  on  the  first  day  of  this  regatta. 

The  second  race  was  for  a  purse  of  Thirty  Sovereigns,  presented  by 
the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  Railway  Company.  Open  to  all  yachts  be- 
longing to  members  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  of  25  tons  and  under  ;  time 
race     twice  round  a  short  coarse.     The  following  vessels  started  : — 

Numbered  ae  in  Hunt9 a  Universal  Yacht  List  Jor  1857. 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


568  Kelpie 
79Banba 
863  Smile 

416FUrt    

l058WaterHly 


Big. 

Tons. 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

11 

cutter 

16 

cutter 

24 

Owners. 


Bev.  T.  A.  Robinson 
W.  J.  Doherty,  Esq. 
A.  Herbert  Orpen,  Esq. 
Qapt,  H.  H.  O'Brven 
J.  Mulholiand,  Esq. 


The  Kelpie  led  from  the  commencement  to  the  finish  of  the  race,  and 
increased  her  distance  considerably  at  the  conclusion*  The  contest  be- 
tween the  Banba  and  Flirt  was  the  closest  we  have  ever  seen.  The 
three  vessels  timed  arrived  at  the  finish  with  alight  breeze,  as  follows:—* 

fc»  m,  s,  I                            h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

~  Jpie  5  16    8  I  Banba  5  32  10  |  Flirt  5  32  14 

The  Banba  having  to  allow  Flirt  2  minutes  for  difference  of  tonnage, 
e  latter  boat,  as  a  matter  of  course  was  second. 

The  Foam  had  been  entered  for  this  race,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
ishap  on  the  previous  day  she  did  not  start. 
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The  third  Sailing  match  was  for  a  purse  of  £10,  for  all  yachts  of  12 
tons  and  under,  for  which  were  entered  : — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


528  Gazelle 
927SybU  .. 
Ware  .. 
264  Dove  .. 
102  Bijou  .. 
1038  Virago 


Rig. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
sloop 


Owners- 


N.  A.  Hamilton,  Esq. 
J  W.  Hodgens,  Esq. 
J.  Rainer,  Esq. 
C.  Putland,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane,  ;Esq. 
ICapt.  Byrne 


The  Bijou  held  the  lead  throughout,  and  passed  the  Commodore's 
yacht  at  7h.  52.  20s.  The  other  yachts  were  not  timed,  the  Sybil  which 
arrived  second  did  not  come  into  the  harbour  until  about  nine  o'clock. 

There  was  a  fourth  race  for  a  purse  of  Five  Sovereigns,  open  to  yachts 
not  exceeding  6  tons.     The  following  started:— 


No. 


Yachts'  Names, 


657Medora  

971  Temeraire 

960  Torment , 

809iPico 

IWill-o'-th'-WIsp 


schooner 
schooner 
cutter 
schooner 
schooner 


5 
5 
4 


Owners. 


J.  Lecker,  Esq. 
G.  O'Grady,  Esq. 
J.  Todhunter,  Esq. 
St.  George  Smith,  Esq. 
E.  Falkner,  Esq. 


The  start  for  this  race  did  not  take  place  till  near  5  o'clock,  and  the 
Torment  which  came  in  first,  did  not  arrive  till  about  9h.  20m.  She 
was  followed  by  the  Medora,  Will-o'-the  Wisp  and  Temeraire. 

The  breeze  having  moderated  sufficiently  to  allow  of  a  gig  race,  a 
match  for  twenty  sovereigns  was  got  up  between  the  Dublin  and  Uni- 
versity Clubs.  Owing  to  some  mishap,  immediately  after  starting,  the 
boat  of  the  former  withdrew  from  the  race,  leaving  the  prize  without  a 
contest  to  the  University. 

At  about  10  o'clock  there  was  a  grand  display  of  fireworks  from  a 
barge  moored  in  front  of  the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club-house.  Crowds 
arrived  by  the  several  trains  from  Dublin  to  be  present  at  the  display, 
which  went  off  brilliantly,  and  added  much  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Kirby, 
of  Sackville  Street,  under  whose  management  they  were  got  up  by  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club.  During  the 
day  and  in  the  evening  a  large  number  of  visitors  and  friends  of  the 
members  of  the  Club  were  most  hospitably  entertained  at  the  Club-h 
The  viands  were  of  the  richest  description,  and  spoke  well  for  the 
nary  arrangements  of  the  establishment. 
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The  excellent  arrangements  of  but  year  were  so  satisfactory  to  the 
yachtsmen,  that  a  flotilla  of  some  note  attended  on  July  7th  last,  to 
compete  for  the  several  prizes,  which  the  committee,  ably  assisted  by 
G.  Arber,  Esq.,  had  succeeded  in  raising.  They  had  also  received  a 
letter  from  Col.  Phipps,  stating  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty  and  H.R.H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  their  willingness  and  pleasure  to  become  patrons  of 
the  regatta,  and  this  condescension  gave  an  additional  impetus  to  the 
lovers  of  aquatic  sports. 

The  local  patrons  for  the  present  year  were,  the  Right]  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Cawdor,  Captain  Smart,  r.n.,  k.h.,  and  Colonel  Raymond.  The 
Stewards— Lieutenant-Colonel  Marriott,  b.a.  ;  Captain  Glynn,  R.N.; 
John  Adams  and  James  Thomson,  Esqrs. 

The  weather  for  several  days  prior  had  been  so  very  boisterous  that 
great  fears  were  entertained  for  the  successful  issue  of  the  fete  ;  but  the 
morning  of  the  eventful  day  opened  gloriously  with  a  stiff  breese  from 
the  N.N.W.  Numerous  groups  of  pedestrians  and  equestrians  were 
early  wending  their  way  to  the  shores  of  the  Haven  of  Milford.  The 
railroad  and  steamers  also  brought  some  thousands  of  holiday  folk  to 
participate  in  these  maritime  sports. 

About  half  way  across  the  harbour  was  moored  the  Government  vessel, 
the  Quail,  Mr.  Ivemy  master,  decorated  with  bunting  from  the  mast- 
head to  the  water's  edge,  and  which  was  the  committee  boat  for  the 
day.  The  Government  hulk,  the  Hope,  being  stationed  somewhat 
lower  down,  was  set  apart  for  the  fair  sex,  with  the  addition  of  the  band 
of  the  Dockyard  Battalion.  The  whole  appearance  was  splendid.  At 
anchor  in  the  harbour,  gaily  decorated  with  flags,  were  the  Extravaganza. 
48  tons,  Sir  Percy  Shelley,  Bart. ;  the  Harlequin  (schooner),  80  tons, 
C.  Penrose,  Esq. ;  Iris  (schooner),  32  tons,  G.  O'Neill,  Esq.  ;  Le  Reve 
(schooner),  40  tons,  Jas.  Thomson,  Esq. ;  Challenger,  T.  Barnes,  Esq., 
and  several  others,  including  the  Government  steamers,  gaily  decorated, 
as  well  as  the  Irish  steamers  and  the  whole  of  the  merchantmen  ;  ten 
o'clock  being  the  hour  named  for  the  rendezvous  on  board  the  committee 
b"At,  and  at  that  hour  the  owners  of  the  competiting  yachts  attended  on 
1     rd  to  draw  for  places. 

he  first  match  was  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  Cup,  value  Fifty  Guineas 
i  cutters  of  25  tons  and  upwards,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club. 
■     ie  race  : — half-a-minute  per  ton  up  to  50  tons,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
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minute  beyond  that.     Three  to  start  or  no  race.     The  Mowing  yachts 
started  :-~ 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1 857  • 


Ho. 


Y*cbV  II, 


697  Mosquito 
102$, Vigilant .., 
9 5^  Blue  Belle 
596  Leander  .. 
827  .Emmet   .. 


Big. 

Tm*. 

cutter 

cutter 

sloop 

cutter 

cutter 

59 
83 
30 
31 
82 

Owt»n. 


T.  Groves,  jun.,  Esq. 
J.  G.  Atkins,  Esq. 
S.  Padley,  jun.,  Esq. 
II.  J.  Bath,  Esq. 
E.  Gibson,  Esq. 


The  coarse  was  from  off  Hobbs  Point,  round  Lewis  Buoy,  back  round 
a  boat  moored  off  Pembroke  Ferry,  dowu  round  the  Stack  Rock  (keeping- 
all  the  marks  named  on  the  starboard  hand),  and  back  to  the  place  of 
starting  to  win. 

At  1  lh.  50m.  the  gun  for  the  start  was  fired,  and  they  all  got  off 
well  together,  but  the  Emmet  with  a  slight  lead,  which  she  continued 
to  keep  until  having  to  tack  to  clear  the  Cans  rocks,  she  unfortunately 
carried  away  her  main  halliards-1- the  sail  coming  down  with  a  run:  how- 
ever, nothing  daunted,  the  nimble  crew,  feeling  that  the  honor  of  their 
pet  was  in  jeopardy,  "  set  to  with  a  will,"  and  with  the  aid  of  reef  tackle 
and  trysail  sheets  up  went  the  sail  once  more;  but,  notwitstanding  their 
smartness  it  occupied  several  minutes  ere  she  got  fairly  into  her  former 
speed.     During  this  mishap  the  Mosquito  passed  her,  but  the  others  still 
remained  in  the  rear.     The  Leander  shortly  after  starting  carried  away 
her  main  halliard  block,   and  retired  from  the  contest     The  Emmet 
perse veringly  followed  the  leviathan,  and  although  she  could  not  over* 
haul  her,  still  she  was  winning — they  rounded  the  boat  moored  off  Pem- 
broke Ferry  thus  :— 


h.  m.  s. 

Mosquito......... :.. 3  32    0 

Emmet 2  39    0 


h.  m.  s« 

Vigilant  , 2  57    0 

Blue  Belle   3    6    0 


The  Mosquito  ere  she  rounded  was  baffled  by  one  of  the  rowing  gigs 
which  compelled  her  to  luff,  and  thus  she  lost  a  minute  or  so.  The 
wind  now  freshened  considerably— they  dashed  onwards  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  race,  and  notwithstanding  the  Emmet  could  not  overtake 
her  antagonist,  yet  she  has  proved  a  craft  that  must  not  be  sneesed  at 
by  any  other  afloat  of  her  tonnage.  She  gained  20  seconds 
rounding  the  boat  at  Pembroke  Ferry,  and  it  is  not  impossible  thr' 
would  not  have  been  first,  had  not  the  accident  happened  at  sti 
However,  her  performance  this  day  must  silence  the  croaker*  ap 
WanhUTs  build.  The  race  as  respects  the  Mosquito  and  Emtr- 
very  exciting  throughout,  and  terminated  thus :— 
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hi  m.  i,  I  bu  au  *. 

Mosquito 5  11  60  [  Emmet 5  18  30 

The  hitter  had  to  receive  link  15ev  trcm  the  former,  therefore  she 
wag  declared  the  winner,  with  4m,  86*.  to  spue.  Both  veseeU  were 
remarkably  weltaaiied,  aad  there  can  be  no  doebi  but  the  Emmet* 
exerted  themselves  to  take  the  sting  out  of  their  celebrated  rival.  This, 
we  believe,  is  the  second  race  the  Emmet  has  been  engaged  in ;  her 
first  appearance  being  at  the  Thames  match,  when  she  was  forced  to 
succumb  to  the  Mosquito,  bat  like  the  Extravaganza  was  condemned 
before  a  trial,  and  like  her,  she  has  also  deceived  the  "  knowing- ones" 

The  Schooner  race  for  which  a  handsome  prize  had  been  provided 
did  not  fill. 

The  next  raee  wae  for  a  Cup,  value  Twenty  Guineas,  for  yachts  ber- 
Irmging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Crab.  Time  race ;  three  quarters  of  a 
minute  per  ton.     The  following  yachts  entered  :— 

9 

A  umbered  an  in  Hunfi  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


i  _-    • 

i 


No.  ;  Yacht**  Ka  nes.  Rig.         Toe 8  Owners. 


381  Flirt    ....cutter         8     R* fiattley, Esq. 

987  Vesper cutter        15     G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq. 

416  Flirt    cutter        re     Capt  H.  H.  O'Pryen 


The  course  wae  down  round  the  Stack  Rock,  back  round  the  boat 
moored  off  Pembroke  Ferry,  down  round  the  Stack  Rock  (keeping  all 
the  marks  on  the  starboard  hand),  and  back  to  the  place  of  starting 
to  win. 

The  gun  fm>&  a«  I2h.  43n».,  wtasn  the  Vesper  and  small  Flirt  got 
immediately  under  weigh.  If  was7  some  time  before  the  other  Flirt 
ctmld  get  her  meinsril  op,  owing  to  one  of  the  blocks  being  foul.  How- 
ever, she  pursued  the  same  course  as  the  Emmet  in  the  other  race,  but 
off  die  dockyard  she  was  obliged  to  east  her  boat  adrift,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  Cans  however  the  Vesper  was  greatly  ahead.  On  rounding  the 
flag-boat  moored  off  the  Ferry,  the  Vesper  got  round  at  3m.  42s.,  and 
flie  Flirt  a*  dor*  44*,  evidently  showing  the  superiority  of  the  vessel. 
In  going  the*  second  time  round  the  course  the  wind  freshened,  and  the 
Flirt  arrived  off  the  winning  vessel1  6h.  33m.  33s.,  and  the  Vesper  at 

h.  86m.  40s.,  the  Flirt  winning  by  two  minutes.     The  small  Flirt  did 
not  put  in  an  appearance  for  some  time  after.     This  last  Flirt  is  the 

acht  which  won  the  Prinec-  of  Wales  Challenge  Cup  last  year  on  the 
Thamee,  then  the  property  of  the  much  lamented  A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 
The  neat  race  wae  for  a  Gup,  Value  Ten  Pounds,  for  sailing-boato — 
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open,  half-decked,  or  decked— of  nine  (one  and  under.    Time  race  of 
one  minute  and  a  half  per  ton. 

Round  the  Amphitrite,  hack  round  the  boat  moored  off  the  Pembroke 
Ferry,  down  round  the  Amphitrite  (keeping  all  the  marks  named  on  the 
starboard  band),  and  back  to  the  place  of  starting  to  win. 


Boats' Nsmss. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

!     7 
|   '6 

|     4 

Oliver  Lang,  Esq.,  Pembroke  Dock 

Capt.  Allpass,  Milford 

J.  B.  Harriet,  Esq.,  Milford 

Freak 

Sjlph  

These  boats  started  at  four  minutes  after  one  o'clock.  The  Freak 
went  round  the  boat  at  Pembroke  Ferry  at  19  minutes  after  four,  and 
8ylph  at  22  after  four.  The  second  time  the  Freak  arrived  at  the  win- 
ning vessel  at  58  minutes  and  44  seconds  after  five  o'clock — the  Foam 
at  10  minutes  after  six,  and  the  Sylph  at  35  minutes  after. 

The  fifth  match  was  by  open  sailing-boats  of  25  feet  and  under. 
Time  race;  one  minute  and  a  half  per  foot.— First  prize,  £3.  10s, 
Second  Prize,  £1. 

Round  the  Wear  Buoy,  up  round  the  boat  moored  off  Pembroke 
Ferry,  down  round  the  Wear  Buoy,  and  back  to  the  starting  vessel. 


Boats'  Names. 

Owners. 

Boats' Nsmes. 

Owners. 

Rocket 

E,  Chawner,  Esq. 
CoL  Marriott,  bwa. 
Mr.  Yerward 

Margaret  Louisa 
Gannymede  

Mr.  J.  Evans 

Dolphin  

Mr.  J.  George 

Ida 

All  these  boats  belonged  to  Pembroke-dock. 

This  was  a  very  admirable  race,  and  on  occasions  excited  a  lively 
interest  as  to  which  would  be  the  winning  boat,  but  the  Margaret 
Louisa  was  first  at  the  starting  vessel,  and  consequently  won  the  prise. 
Second  prize  won  by  the  Dolphin. 

The  next  was  a  rowing  match  by  Six  Oared  Gigs,  manned  by 
mechanics  only,  not  to  exceed  85  feet  in  length.— First  prize,  £8. 
Second  prize,  £2. 

Round  the  Carr's  Beacon,  up  round  the  boat  moored  off  Pembroke 
Ferry,  down  round  the  Carr's  Beacon,  and  back  to  the  starting  vessel. 
Undine,  Mr.  R.  Saunders  ;  Miller's  Maid,  S.  Thomas  ;  Water  T :,,« 
D.  Evans  ;  Arrow,  G.  Cole. 

This  was  an  admirably  contested  race.  The  boats  started  ik*  ( 
order,  and  as  they  passed  the  "  Quail "  on  their  return  to  the  C 
Beacon,  the  Arrow  and  Water  Lily  were  almost  in  a  line.  The  A 
was  slightly  in  advance.     The  Mosquito  yacht*  however,  on  her  h 
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ward  course,  tacked  so  as  to  ran  between  the  Arrow  and  the  Water 
Lily,  thus  giving  the  former  a  considerable  advantage*  Bat  notwith- 
standing this,  and  another  untoward  circumstance,  the  Water  Lily  came 
in  the  winner.  She  was  followed  closely  by  the  Arrow.  An  objection 
was  raised  against  the  second  boat  that  she  was  pulled  by  ferrymen,  but 
the  objection  was  not  entertained  by  the  stewards. 

The  next  match  was  for  Ships'  or  other  Working  Gigs  of  24  feet  and 
under.-— First  prize,  £4.  10s.     Second  prize,  £1.  10s. 

Round  the  Carr's  Beacon,  up  round  the  boat  moored  off  Pembroke 
Ferry,  and  back  to  the  starting  vessel.  Gipsey,  D.  Craigie,  Esq.,  .rn.; 
Zypher,  R.  Saunders;  John,  H.  Jones. 

There  was  some  considerable  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  the  boatmen 
of  one  boat,  in  consequence  of  another  boat  running  which  they  did  not 
approve  of.  They  were  offered  to  change  boats  which  they  at  first  did, 
and  then  were  equally  dissatisfied  and  went  back  to  their  own.  The  re- 
sult was  that  the  Zephyr  went  round  the  course  alone,  and  won  the 
prize  with  no  competitors. 

Then  followed  the  race  between  Four  Oared  Gigs,  not  to  exceed  30 
feet  in  length— First  prize,  £6.     Second  prize,  £1.  10s. 

Round  the  Red  Buoy,  up  round  the  boat  moored  off  Pembroke  Ferry, 
round  the  Red  Buoy,  and  back  to  the  starting  vessel.  Sprite,  G.  Owen; 
Miller's  Maid,  S.  Thomas  ;  Water  Lilly,  D.  Evans  ;  Arrow,  G.  Cole ; 

On  starting  the  Sprite  got  foul  of  her  buoy,  and  did  not  run.  The 
race  was  between  the  Miller's  Maid  and  the  Water  Lily*  The  first 
named  boat  won  followed  closely  by  the  Water  Lily. 

A  race  between  Skiffs,  two  men  and  a  coxswain. — First  prize,  £2.  10s. 
Elfin,  J*  Davis  ;  Saudling,  D.  Evans  ;  Annie,  'W.  Burwood,  Esq. ; 
Lotus,  Master  Smart. 

Won  by  the  Annie,  followed  closely  by  the  Lotus. 

Four  Oared  Gigs  race,  rowed  by  gentlemen  amateurs,  and  not  to 
exceed  80  feet  in  length. — Prize  Cup,  value  10  guineas. 

This  was  the  great  race  of  the  day,  upon  which  excitement,  if  not 
bets,  depended.  Two  boats  only  started—the  Nautilus,  having  a  pink 
flag,  and  pulled  by  Messrs.  Burdwood,  Keys,  Harwood,  and  Newby,  and 
steered  by  Lieutenant  Gillies,  and  the  Miller's  Maid,  with  white  flag, 
— lied  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison.     The  Nautilus  won  easily — the 

ler  boat  giving  up  half-way.     We  understand  that  the  Nautilus  was 

ilt  at  Plymouth,  and  the  Miller's  Maid  at  Pembroke-dock, 
tfext  a  race  by  Cutters,  ten  oars  and  under. — First  boat  to  receive  £7, 

cond  boat  £3.  Rose,  W.  Owen;  Flower,  J.  Jones;  Saturn,  Mr.  Bird, 
.,  started. 
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Tbif  wm  a  very  hotly  contested  race,  and  won  by  the  Saturn,  with 
the  bow  of  the  Rote  teaching  her  rodder. 

An  amusing  Duck  Hunt  finished  the  aquatic  apart* 


The  regatta  dinner  took  place  at  the  Victoria  Hotel.  It  was  announced 
to  be  on  the  table  at  7  o'clock,  but  in  consequence  of  the  business  of  die 
regatta  not  terminating  till  after  7,  the  dinner  did  net  commence  till  peat  8. 
Upwards  of  50  guests  sat  down  to  a  very  sumptuous  entertainment  provided 
with  all  that  skill  and  taste  for  which  the  good  hostess  of  the  Victoria  ia 
&med.  The  chair  was  taken  by  John  Adams,  Esq.,  of  Holyland,  and  tha 
▼ice-chair  by  James  Thomson,  Esq.,  of  Milfoid. 

Amongst  the  guests  assembled  to  celebrate  the  regatta  we  noticed — CoL 
Marriott,  R.  A. ;  Lieot.  Wetherly,  R.N.  ;  Sir  Percy  B.  Shelley,  Bart. ;  B. 
Gibson,  Esq.  \  A.  F.  Ridgway,  Esq.,  London ;  G.  A.  Be van,  Esq. i  William 
Thomas,  Esq. ;  Captain  Reee,  Tenby;  Capt.  Curtis:  Morgana,  Esq.,  Tenby; 
De  Winter,  Esq*,  Tenby ;  D.  Mac  Farlane,  Esq.,  Tenby ;  Capt.  Byrne ; 
Capt.  Jackson  ;  Lieut.  Ridgway,  94th. ;  Robert  Harwood,  Esq. ;  W.  Camp- 
bell, Esq. ,  R.  Bonn i well,  Esq.  jun. ;  J.  Treganna,  Esq.;  Mr.  G.  Waiiow, 
Kings  wood ;  Mr.  Briggs,  and  Mr.  Braham. 

After  the  removal  of  the  cloth  and  the  drinking  of  the  healths  of  the  Queen 
and  the  Prince  Consort,  the  chairman  said  that  he  had  then  to  propose  a 
toast  to  which  he  desired  to  call  their  best  attention,  and  for  which  he 
demanded  their  best  approval.  It  ought  perhaps  to  have  accompanied  the 
one  which  he  had  just  'proposed,  but  as  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  then  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  thai  regatta  feast  would  call  prominently 
to  mind  the  personage  whose  bealle  he  was  about  to  propose,  he  would  sake 
occasion  to  propose  the  health  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Ordinarily  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  coupled  with  the  Prince  Con- 
sort and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family — they  are  joined  together  in.  union  fit 
emblem  of  that  harmony  which  is  said  to  pervade  the  Royal  household—  but 
when  he  looked  at  that  cup,  presented  by  his  Royal  Highness  as  the  first 
prize  at  their  regatta,  he  could  not  but  think  of  him  as  their  Prince— their 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  whom  he  would  propose  long  lite,  health,  and  prosperity. 

The  toast  waa  drank  with  rapturous  applause, 

The  Chairman  said  he  hoped  that  the  lungs  of  the  gentlemen  present  had 
recovered  from  that  temporary  exhaustion  under  which  they  must  bare  suf- 
fered from  the  enthusiasm  with  which  they  had  honoured  bis  former  toast. 
He  said  he  hoped  so  because  he  believed  a  similar  exhaustion  must  take  place 
which  he  was  then  about  to  give.     He  was  about  to  propose  the  Arm, 
Navy,  but  he  deeply  felt  that  the  voice  of  a  private  individual  was  not  i 
cient  to  estimate  rightly  or  to  do  justice  fully  to  those  immortal  actions  c 
army  and  navy,  and  which  have  rendered  the  two  services  so  dear  t 
hearts  of  Englishmen.    Those  services  are  chronicled  in  the  page  of  r 
country— they  are  written  in  indelible  characters  in  the  memory  c  ~ 
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countrymen.  He  then  at  some  length  reviewed  the  exploits  of  both  army 
and  nary,  from  the  time  when  Kentish  bowmen  first  bent  their  bows  on  the 
well  foughten  field  of  Creasy  down  to  the  recent  undying  exploits  of  the  army 
before  Sebastapol— from  the  time  when  the  brave  Howard  of  Effingham  led 
the  fleet  of  England  against  England's  foes  down  to  Nelson,  whose  watch- 
word awoke  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  feeling  that  "  England  expects  every  man 
to  do  bis  duty,"  and  the  army  and  navy  he  (the  chairman)  said  had  done 
their  duty,  and  thanked  them  most  humbly  for  so  doing. 

Colonel  Marriott  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  army,  and  Lieutenant 
Weatherly  on  behalf  of  die  navy. 

The  chairman  next  proposed  the  health  of  the  local  patrons,  and  in  doing 
bc  said,  that  when  they  had  a  thing  in  hand  which  they  wished  to  see 
finished,  it  afforded  them  great  pleasure  to  see  some  powerful  men  coming 
forward  to  assist  them  in  their — he  would  not  say  small  but— gigantic 
undertaking.  He  said  he  would  now  call  their  kind  attention  to  a  toast 
which  he  had  very  great  pleasure  in  proposing,  and  he  was  sure  they  would 
respond  to  it  most  heartily.  He  wished  to  propose  the  healths  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  won  the  prises  that  day,  and  if  they  would  only  come  up 
to  him  in  single  file  he  should  be  most  gratified  in  giving  over  t6  them  the 
prizes  they  had  so  richly  won. 

The  successful  competitors  in  the  various  races  then  went  up  to  the  chair- 
man, who  addressed  each  one  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  giving  to  him 
at  the  same  time  the  prise  he  had  won.  To  Mr.  Gibson  of  the  Emmet,  the 
winner  of  the  £60  cup,  he  said, — "  and  you  Mr.  Gibson,  will  prise  this  cup 
not  any  the  less  because  it  is  given  to  you  through  us  by  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  You  have  won  it,  and  won  it  too,  from  a  powerful  foe, 
and  this  enhances  the  value  of  your  victory.  For  the  merit  of  conquer  is 
always  increased  if  we  win  against  a  powerful  and  mighty  opponent,  and  this 
yoohave  done." 

Messrs.  Gibson,  O'Bryen,  Harwood,  and  others  of  the  successful  competi- 
tors, returned  thanks. 

James  Thomson,  Esq.,  proposed  the  health  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates, 
which  was  responded  to  by  G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq.,  of  the  Vesper. 

The  chairman  next  proposed  the  health  of  the  visitors,  and  especially 
naming  Sir  Percy  B.  Shelley,  and  A.  F.  Ridgway,  Esq.  He  highly  praised 
Mr.  R.  for  his  laudable  and  practical  efforts  to  develope  the  resources  of 
Pembrokeshire.  He  said  that  on  no  one  occasion,  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered,  did  Mr.  R.  hesitate  to  bring  before  the  commercial  public  the  para- 
mount claims  of  their  own  Milford  Haven,  in  as  powerful— as  truthful— as 
convincing  a  manner  as  it  was  possible  to  do. 

Mr  Percy  Shelley  returned  thanks  in  a  short  speech.    He  said  be  was  no 
iker — that  he  never  made  a  speech  in  his  life,  but  he  could  thank  them 
I  the  same,  which  he  did. 

w  m 

Mr.  Ridgway  said  that  he  supposed  it  would  then  devolve  upon  him  to 

turn  thanks  for  the  toast  on  behalf  of  the  other  visitors,  and  in  doing  so, 

old  express  bis  pleasure  of  seeing  there  that  evening  a  gentleman  whom 
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he  once  before  met.  and  with  whose  lady  he  was  somewhat  acquainted.    Ho 
thought  Sir  Percy  had  beard  the  name  of  Ridgway  before  now. 

Sir  Percy  Shelley — Certainly,  I  have. 

Mr.  Ridgway  then  said  he  was  glad  to  see  so  influential  a  man  coming 
such  a  distance  to  be  present  at  their  regatta  sports  and  dinner  that  day. 
He  himself  bad  come  down  to  this  part  of  the  country,  partly  to  recover  his 
health, — but  chiefly  because  he  was  born  here,  he  loved  his  country,  and, 
therefore  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  this  regatta  to  come  once 
more  and  visit  his  native  place.  Nelson  had  truly  said,  as  they  were  re- 
minded by  the  chairman  that  "  England  expects  every  man  to  dj  his  duty" 
but  how  do  the  inhabitants  of  Pembrokeshire  fulfil  the  signal  of  Nelson? 
why,  by  simply  doing  nothing  at  all.  It  is  no  shame  for  a  man  because  he 
has  sprung  from  a  poor  ancestry ;  but  it  is  shame  for  him  not  to  seek  the 
prosperity  of  his  own  country,  and  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  develop  the 
interests  of  thst  country.  He  very  earnestly  regretted  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Pembrokeshire  did  not  do  what  they  ought,  and  what  they  could  do  in 
this  matter.  Certainly  the  inhabitants  of  Pembroke  Dock  had  done  well 
that  day  in  connection  with  the  Regatta,  but  he  urged  them  and  all  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  do  more.  Never  to  rest  until  they  bad  got  steam  power 
plying  into  their  famous  haven,  and  steam  power  on  its  banks.  There  is  no 
port — that  they  may  depend  upon — to  equal  Milford  in  accommodation  and 
capacity,  and  he  contended  that  it  should  be,  and  must  eventually  be,  the 
great  port  for  exports.  Manufacturers  will  find  in  time  that  it  is  to  their 
profit  to  convey  with  the  least  possible  delay  and  coat,  their  articles  from 
the  place  of  manufacture  to  the  place  of  shipment.  He  maintained  that 
Milford  Haven  is  capable  of  becoming  what  Liverpool  now  is.  Liverpool 
never  had  its  advantages  and  facilities.  It  has  indeed  everything  at  its  com- 
mand, but  a  due  and  combined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  the  county 
of  Pembroke,  and  this  he  was  sorry  to  say  it  had  not.  There  is  amongst 
them  a  lack  of  energy,  a  lack  of  determination— a  lack  of  perseverance ;  but 
he  hoped  that  the  days  of  supineness  and  culpable  sloth  had  passed  away, 
and  that  a  better  time  was  coming. 

Dr.  Thomas  proposed  the  health  of  the  Stewards,  which  was  responded  to 
by  Mr.  Adams,  who,  however,  gave  all  the  praise  of  the  management  and 
success  of  the  Regatta  to  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Arber. 

Mr.  J.  Thomson  proposed  a  bumper  in  honour  of  the  Committee,  highly 
extolling  it  as  a  business-like  hard-working  Committee.  He  should  certainly 
exclude  the  name  of  Mr.  Arber  from  this  toast,  because  he  richly  deserved 
his  health  to  be  drank  alone.  He  would  couple  with  the  toast  therefore  the 
name  of  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  Thomas. 

Dr.  Thomas  returned  thanks. 

Mr.  Thomson  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  An 
stating  that  if  the  gentlemen  present  had  only  seen  the  hard-working  1 
be  (Mr.  Arber)  had  spent  in  bringing  the  regatta  to  this  successful  re 
they  would  all  with  enthusiasm  toss.up  their  glasses  in  honour  and  praia 
Mr.  Arber.    He  as  a  steward  was  quite  sure  that  his  brother  stewards  - 
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agree  with  him  when  he  said  that  a  more  hard-working  good  and  jolly  Secre- 
tary than  Mr.  Arber  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  have. 

Mr.  Arber  briefly  returned  thanks,  stating  that  he  would  give  them  a 
practical  proof  of  his  gratitude  by  at  once  Sending  round  to  them  the  Sub- 
scription list  for  the  next  year's  regatta. 

Mr.  Thomson  nest  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman,  which  was  res- 
ponded to  in  a  neat  speech  by  that  gentleman,  and  after  one  or  two  other 
toasts  had  been  proposed  most  of  the  company  left  the  dinner  table  to  go  to 
the  ball. 


ISLE  OP  MAN  REGATTA,  DOUGLAS   BAY. 

The  regatta  this  year  was  not  of  that  brilliant  nature  that  rendered  last 
year's  one  of  the  first  of  the  season,  both  as  regards  numbers  and  first- 
rate  matches.  This  year  was  shorn  of  much  of  its  usual  brilliancy,  by 
the  strong  northerly  gales  which  prevailed  on  Monday  night  and  Tues- 
day ;  this  no  doubt  prevented  many  yachts  from  attending.  The 
regatta  was  advertised  for  the  7th  and  8th  ult.,  but  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  postpone  it  till  the  9th  and  10th,  to  enable  several  yachts 
which  were  expected  to  race,  an  opportunity  of  arriving. 

First  Day. — The  wind  had  considerably  abated,  and  left  a  fresh 
breeze  N.  W.  just  sufficient  to  allow  the  competing  vessels  to  carry  their 
"  full  suit."  The  bay  was  alive  with  bunting  from  some  score  of  yachts, 
amongst  which  were  the  Nimrod,  Harry  Bridson,  Esq.,  Rear-Commo- 
dore, Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  ;  Oithona,  J.  M.  Rowan, 
Esq. ;  Cyclone,  W.  J.  Patterson,  jun.,  Esq.  ;  Blanche,  T.  M..  Dunlevie, 
Esq. ;  Osprey,  Col.  Lord  Burghley,  M.P. ;  Crusader,  J.  Spiers,  Esq.  ; 
Alma,  W.  H.  Daniel,  Esq. ;  Stella,  Charles  Tennant  Couper,  Esq.  ; 
Kelpie,  Rev.  T.  Robinson  ;  Mabella,  J.  Graham,  Esq. ;  Starling,  screw 
schooner,  J.  Greenall,  Esq. ;  Sea  Dove,  Thos.  Nicholson,  Esq. ;  Nina, 
E.  Dobson,  Esq.  ;  Dart,  J.  G.  Griffith,  Esq. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Isle  of  Man  Cup,  value  Fifty  Sovereigns, 
which  brought  the  following  yachts  to  their  moorings. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 

• 

Yachts'  Names.* 

Rig. 

Too*. 

Owners. 

•r 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

28 
75 
41 
42 

J.  Spiers,  Esq. 

J.  M.  Rowan,  Esq. 

W.  J.  Patterson,  jan.,  Esq.. 

C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 

»2 

1 

I 

Stella 

i 

\t  seven  minutes  to  one  o'clock  the  starting-gun  was  fired,  and  the 
ko.  8.— vol.  vi.  2  r 
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Stella  led  the  little  fleet  from  the  buoys,  with  the  Cyclone,  Crusader, 
and  Oithona  in  close  attendance.  After  rounding  the  Eastern  flag-boat 
the  Oithona  challenged  for  the  lead  and  overhauled  the  Crusader,  Cy- 
clone and  Stella,  taking  first  position.  There  was  a  nice  fresh  breeze  at 
N.W.,  just  enabling  the  vessels  to  carry  whole  canvas.  They  reached 
the  flag-ships  on  the  first  round  in  the  following  order  and  times  •— 

h.  in.  s. 

Oithona  S  29  55 

Crusader 3  34  50 

On  going  out  the  second  round  the  wind  fell  lighter,  and  the  stern- 
most  vessels  overhauled  the  Oithona ;  however  on  reaching  the  Northern 
flag-boat  she  again  began  to  leave  them.  After  rounding  this  boat  the 
Oithona  tacked,  as  also  did  the  Stella ;  the  Crusader  and  Cyclone  held 
on  somewhat,  further.  To  all  appearance  at  this  period  Oithona  bad 
the  race,  but  the  Stella  tacked  down  the  bay  and  caught  a  slashing 
breeze,  and  after  a  very  pretty  race  the  vessels  arrived  at  the  flag-ship 
as  follows : — 


h.  m.  0. 

Stella   , 9  35  45 

Cyclone  3  40  25 


h.  m.   s. 

Oithona  6  46    0 

Stella  6  50  12 


h.  m.  a. 

Cyclone    TOW 

Crusader 7  12    0 


The  allowance  of  time  for  tonnage  being  12  seconds  on  the  abort 
course,  the  Stella  was  declared  the  winner.  The  Crusader  and  Cyclone 
ran  out  of  the  wind  to  the  northward,  and  were  for  a  short  time  nearly 
becalmed. 

The  sailing  match  for  a  Purse  of  Twenty  Sovereigns  by  yachts  of  and 
under  twenty  tons,  did  not  take  place,  owing  the  non-arrival  of  the 
Banba,  Charm,  and  Dove.  Nor  did  the  rowing  match  For  the  Douglas 
Cup  for  twenty  sovereigns  come  off,  as  the  conditions  of  the  race  excluded 
all  the  new  row-gigs  belonging  to  the  port. 

The  next  was  to  the  majority  of  spectators  the  most  interesting  fea- 
ture of  the  whole  Regatta.     It  was  a  Rowing  Match  for  a  Purse  of  Ten 
Sovereigns,  between  gigs  not  exceeding  30  feet  keel,  rowed  by  amateurs. 
Five  boats  were  entered  for  the  race,  the  crews  consisting  of  young  me* 
chanics  of  the  town.     Their  rowing  was  much  admired,  and  showed 
much  skill  as  well  as  spirit  and  endurance.     The  course  was  from  the 
Committee's  boat  near  the  Little  Head  round  a  mark  half  a  mile  to  the 
north  of  Connister,  returning  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  rock  to  tha 
which  they  went,  and  round  the  Commodore's  yacht  to  the  flag-fa 
Five  boats  ran,  namely  : — Lhiannan  Shee,  Richard  Cowle  ;  Black  I 
John  Bridson  ;  Mosquito,  W.  M.  Curphey  ;  Hawk,  £.  Cowin  ;  Exo*l 
W.  Shammin. 

The  boats  arrived  at  the  winning  mark  in  the  following  orde 
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1  Mosquito  ;  2  Black  Bess ;  3  Lhiannan  Shee  ;  4  Hawk. 

This  finished  the  aquatic  sports  on  the  first  day,  for  the  race  an- 
nounced for  Pilot  Boats  did  not  take  place. 


Second  Day.— The  race  was  for  the  Welcome  Cup,  value  Thirty 
Sovereigns,  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  winner 
of  the  Isle  of  Man  Cup  excepted.  Although  six  yachts  were  entered 
for  the  race,  only  three  started,  namely  : — 

Numbered  asm  Hunt's  Dnivenal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 

213 
187 
568 


Yachts'  Names. 


Cyclone  . 
Crusader. 
Kelpie .... 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


41 
28 
22 


Owners. 


W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 
J.  Spiers,  Esq. 
Rev.  T.  Robinson 


At  the  starting  gun  these  little  clippers  got  away  beautifully  together, 
the  Cyclone  gradually  showing  in  advance,  Crusader  second,  with  Kelpie 
well  up.  On  the  first  rounding  the  Crusader  came  to  grief  and  carried 
away  her  topmast,  but,  nothing  daunted,  she  soon  had  all  to  rights,  and 
led  round  the  flag-ship  in  the  first  round.  After  a  beautifully  sailed 
race  the  little  Kelpie  would  not  be  denied,  and  went  in  a  winner,  beat- 
ing her  opponents  on  time.  They  arrived  in  the  following  order  and 
times : — 


Kelpie 


h.  m 
7  12 


s. 

0 


h    m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Cyclone  7  12  55  |  Crusader 7  54  55 


The  next  race  was  for  ail  open  pleasure  boats  belonging  to  the  island, 
for  a  Purse  of  Ten  Sovereigns  ;  a  time  race.  The  boats  which  entered 
the  !Lt  for  this  contest  were  the  Fidget,  W.  Cowle  ;  Bloomer,  W. 
Quirk ;  Vision,  W.  Nugent  ;  Frolic,  —  Bruce. 

These  pleasure  boats  started  about  half-past  one  o'clock,  went  once 
round  the  course,  the  Vision  taking  the  lead  and  coming  in  a  long  way 

ahead. 

The  beaten  boats  in  the  Gig  race  on  Thursday,  viz.,  Lhiannan  Shee, 

Black  Bess,  and  Hawk,  then  ran  for  a  Purse  of  Five  Sovereigns,  which 

was  won  by  the  first  named  boat. 
The  rowing  match  for  the  Ladies*  Cup  of  Twenty  Sovereigns,  for 
>ur  Oared  Gigs,  not  exceeding  30  feet  keel,  to  be  rowed  by  amateurs, 
m  took  place.  This  race  had  been  appointed  for  two  o'clock  ;  but 
ly  one  boat  presented  itself  at  that  time  for  the  contest,  namely,  the 
uannan  Shee.  At  a  later  hour  in  the  afternoon,  the  Lhiannan  Shee, 
awk,  and  Telegraph  started.     The  Sun  says  that  "  at  the  start  the 
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Hawk  took  the  lead  and  went  at  a  high  speed,  but  was  headed  at  Con* 
nister  by  the  Lhiannan  Shee,  and  a  foul  took  place."  The  Hawk  gave 
up  the  race  and  returned  to  enter  a  protest  that  the  Lhiannan  Shee  had 
wilfully  fouled  her,  but  afterwards  went  round  the  course.  The  other  two 
gigs  continued  the  race,  and  the  Lhiannan  Shee  came  in  first  by  a  con- 
siderable length.  A  second  heat  was  not  run,  as  the  Telegraph  contended 
to  be  the  only  gig  which  was  not  disqualified,  and  therefore  claimed  the 
prize.  The  point  was  reserved  for  the  decision  of  the  general  committee. 
The  opinion^  expressed  relative  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Hawk  withdrew  from  the  contest  vary  considerably,  and  appear  to  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  observer's  position.  It  appears  somewhat  singular 
that  the  "  fouling/'  asserted  by  the  Hawk's  crew  to  be  wilful,  took  place 
during  the  first  heat,  and  that  too  by  the  leading  boat  ere  a  fourth  of 
the  distance  to  be  run  had  been  accomplished.  The  inference  deducible 
from  the  Hawk's  statement  has  since  been  publicly  repudiated  by  the 
Lhiannan  Shee,  in  a  challauge  to  run  the  former  for  £20.  aside. 

The  Harbour  Boatmen  rowed  in  the  next  race,  which  was  for  Gigs 
not  exceeding  30  feet  keel  ;  prize,  a  Purse  of  Five  Sovereigns.  The 
Mosquito,  Black  Bess,  and  Lhiannan  Shee  were  again  brought  into  com- 
petition, and  in  the  first  and  second  heats  the  Black  Bess  defeated  the 
Mosquito.  The  Lhiannan  Shee  came  in  third  the  first  heat,  and  did  not 
engage  in  the  second. 

This  race  was  followed  for  Yachts'  Punts,  prize,  £2.  to  the  first  boat; 
15s.  to  second,  and  5s.  to  third.  The  Osprey's  punt  beat  the  Mabella's 
(2nd)  and  the  Blanche's  with  ease. 

A  Pur9e  of  Five  Sovereigns  for  Manx  four-oared  Pilot  Boats,  not 
exceeding  20  feet  keel,  was  then  rowed  for.  Three  boats,  with  hardy 
crews,  entered,  and  in  both  heats  came  in  as  follows :— No.  3  Pilot 
Boat ;  No.  7  do. ;  No.  4.  do. 

The  rowing  arrangements  were  carried  on  by  Duncan  Lewin,  Esq., 
and  E.  Moore,  Esq.,  B.  W.I.C.,  who  discharged  their  arduous  and  trying 
duties  with  an  energy  worthy  of  all  praise.     The  sailing  committee  also 
conducted  their  arrangements  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  everything 
to  work  well.     Harry  Bridson,  Esq.,    Rear  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Western  Irish  Yacht  Club,  in  particular,  did  a  great  deal  to  promote  the 
success  of  the  Regatta,  and,  in  addition,  hospitably  entertained  a  ' 
circle  during  both  days  on  board  his  yacht  the  Nimrod,  which  wai 
flag-ship,  and  also  in  the  steamer  Wallace.     The  experience  of  \ 
Cooper,  Esq  ,  secretary  of  the  R.  W.I.Y.C.,  in  all  matters  connected  * 
regattas,  was  cordially  given  and  of  great  service  in  promoting  the 
cess  of  the  Regatta. 

The  Ball  was  held  on  the  Wednesday  at  the  Castle  Mona,  on  rp' 
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day  evening,  there  was  a  hone  race  on  the  sands,  and  at  night  a  display 
of  fireworks  from  Connister  rock;  a  long  continued  ascent  of  rockets 
and  explosive  combustibles  of  various  kinds  took  place,  illuminating  the 
Tower  of  Refuge,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  the  bay.  The  yachts  and 
steamers  at  anchor  in  the  bay  materially  added  to  the  display  by  send- 
ing up  rockets,  and  burning  blue  lights,  and  other  combustibles,  which 
at  times  illuminated  their  every  rope  and  spar.  On  Saturday  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club,  and  of  the  Committee,  entertained 
the  ladies  of  the  island  to  a  pic-nic  at  Peel  Castle,  where  the  festivities  of 
the  week  were  brought  to  a  conclusion. 


KING'S   LYNN  REGATTA. 

At  early  morn  of  the  9th  of  July,  numbers  of  the  "  country  folk  "  might 
be  seen  wending  their  way  to  the  ancient  town  of  Lynn,  wherein  all 
was  bustle  and  activity.  One  of  those  national  sports  in  which  all 
classes  delight  to  participate  was  announced  for  this  day,  and  the  hour 
of  starting  being  four  bells  a.m.,  explained  the  true  cause  of  so  much 
anxiety  being  depicted  in  the  pretty  faces  of  the  lovely  daughters  of  the 
Norfolk  yoemen.  The  sun  was  shining  brightly,  and  Old  Boreas  had 
consented  to  be  congenial  for  once,  therefore  issued  a  gentle  breeze  from 
N.N.W.,  which  wafted  the  yachts  (dressed  in  a  profusion  of  bunting) 
to  and  frb. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  Fifteen  Sovereigns  for  yachts  and  plea- 
sure boats  of  any  description.     First   boat,  £10.;  second  boat,  £5.; 
three  to  start  or  no  second  prize.     Half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed  for 
.  difference  of  tonnage.     For  this  the  following  yachts  were  entered  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt  a  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857.  *        - 


No, 


Yachts'  Names. 


345;Fairy  

384  Eagre 

1093  Wild  Duck. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


25 
22 
31 


Owners. 


W.  H.  Lewin,  Esq. 
Captain  Bacon 
F.  Cresswell,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  Common  Staith  Quay*  round  the  Lynn  Well 
'  ;ht,  returning  to  the  Roads,  and  rounding  the  Fairy  steamer  stationed 
re  with  a  "  blue  peter  "  at  her  mast  head  as  the  winning  point. 
Phe  start  took  place  at  8h.  14m.,  a.m.,  and  was  a  capital  one,  the 
its  getting  away  well  together.  The  Wild  Duck,  however,  had  the 
antage  and  the  Eagre  was  rather  sluggish.  All  went  on  well,  and 
Whiting  beacon  was  passed  at  10b.  16m.     The  wind  to  this  point 
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being  a  head  wind,  the  capabilities  of  the  yachts  in  beating  down  were 
pat  to  the  test,  and  is  doing  so  the  Wild  Duck  evinced  her  superior 
qualities,  being  about  half  a  mile  ahead  of  the  Fairy,  and  three  miles 
ahead  of  the  Eagre.  After  leaving  the  Whiting  the  wind  (which  coo* 
tinned  from  the  same  quarter  throughout  the  day)  was  a  leading  one,  and 
the  Wild  Duck,  for  want  of  canvas,  lost  much  of  her  advantage.  In 
performing  the  twelve  miles  from  the  Whiting  to  the  Float,  the  boats 
got  so  near  together  again  that  they  all  rounded  the  Light  ship  within 
one  minute  of  each  other  ;  thus  :— 


Wild  Duck 


h.  ID. 
11  36 


a. 

0 


Fairy. 


o.  m.  8. 
11  36  40 


Eagre. 


h.  m.  s. 
11  36  55 


The  Wild  Duck  still  maintained  her  place  for  some  considerable  die-* 
tance  homeward,  but  eventually  dropped  astern,  from  the  cause  before 
noticed*  But  the  race  was  an  extremely  close  one  throughout,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  yachts  rounded  the  committee's  steamer, 
opposite  the  Thief  Beacon,  as  follows : — 


h.  m.  s.  | 
Eagre 1  45  45  |  Fairy 


b.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

1  49    0     Wild  Duck 1  53  50 


The  Eagre  thus  cleverly  winning  the  first  prite.  It  should  be  men- 
tioned that  the  spirited  owner  of  the  Fairy  has  much  improved  her 
since  last  year's  regatta*  both  in  appearance  and  sailing  qualities.  The 
Wild  Duck  is  also  an  excellent  stiff  boat,  and  was  handled  in  masterly 
style  ;  and  it  was  evident  that  with  a  big  topsail  and  jib  she  would  have 
held  a  very  different  position  in  the  race. 

The  next  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  Eighteen  Sovereigns  for  fislung 
boats,  belonging  to  Lynn,  under  15  tons,  to  be  divided  into  the  follow- 
ing primes,  via.  :— First  boat,  £9. ;  second  boat,  £4.  10b.;  third  boat, 
£2.  15s.;  fourth  boat,  £1.  15s.     The  following  boats  started  : — 


Boats' Name*. 


Owners. 


Mr.  J.  Goodaon 


Defiance 

Centurion  Mr.  E.  Mann 

John  and  MathewlMr.  W.  Chase 


Boats' Name*. 


Wild  Duck. 
Arrow 


Mr.  H.  Curtis 
Mr.  J.  Lemon 


The  following  were  entered  but  did  not  put  in  appearance,  the  Bolden, 
Mr.  J.  Lemon ;  Gipsy,  Mr,  J.  Smith ;  Gipsy  Queen,  Mr.  H.  F 
and  James  and  William,  Mr.  J.  Gay. 

The  course  was  the  same  as  for  the  yachts,  and  the  five  above  nt       I 
started  at  about  8h,  25m.  a.m.     This  race  created  more  interest        i 
the  first,  as  the  fishermen  of  the  town  were  more  or  less  personally 
ceroed  in  the  well-doing  of  the  respective  boats,  and  we  have  invr-       t 
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found  in  all  places  where  local  boats,  (especially  those  belonging  to 
fishermen  or  beachmen)  contended,  that  the  excitement  amongst  that 
class  of  persons  extended  to  those  in  a  more  elevated  station  of  life.  It 
is  but  justice  that  in  regattas  all  classes  should  participate,  from  the 
humble  dredger  to  the  patrician  yachtsman.  On  this  occasion,  the  tact 
and  ability  so  well  known  amongst  fishermen,  was  pre-eminently  dis- 
played, and  the  following  three  boats  rounded  the  Float  as  follows  :— • 

Km.  i.  I                           b.  m.  s.  J  h.  m.  s. 

Arrow  11  49  20  |  Defiance  11  50  20  J  WUdDuck U  53    9 

The  other  two  being  some  distance  off,  the  Club  steamer  was  forced 
to  return  in  order  to  be  in  time  at  the  finish  of  the  yacht  race  ;  therefore 
they  were  not  timed,  but  after  a  smart  struggle  back  they  rounded  the 
steamer  off  the  Common  Staith  Quay  as  under  : — 


h.  m.  a> 

Arrow 2  16  24 

Defiance  2  19  15 


Dm  odl  a* 

Wild  Duck  2  30  37 

Centurion  2  40    0 


h.  m»  a, 
John  &  Mathew  2  410 


These  boats  were  the  same  as  sailed  last  year,  but  the  prizes  changed 
hands*  the  Defiance  obtaining  this  time  only  the  second  instead  of  the 
first  prize,  as  on  that  occasion.  They  all,  however,  proved  themselves 
excellent  boats,  and  a  credit  to  their  owners  and  builders. 

This  completed  the  sports  afloat,  and  all  departed  much  pleased  with 
the  day's  amusements.  The  club  steamer,  the  Fairy,  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  committee  by  the  kindness  of  her  owners,  Messrs.  R.  and 
H.  Cook;  and  a  numerous  company,  amongst  whom  were  many  ladies, 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  an  aquatic 
excursion,  which  was  rendered  agreeable  by  the  assiduity  and  attention 
of  the  worthy  captain  (Wire),  and  interesting  by  those  excellent  caterers 
to  "  man's  comfort "  (Messrs.  Johnson  and  Wilkin)  who  had  provided 
plentifully  to  meet  the  numerous  calls  on  their  stores.  Thus  passed  off 
a  pleasant  day,  leaving  only  one  regret,  "namely,  that  regattas  were  not 
more  frequent 
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J  *r  17th—  the  Challenge  Cup  given  last  year  by  the  members  of  this 

i  b  was  again  the  boon  of  contention,  and  the  Flirt,  the  original  win- 

i  ,  having  been  sold,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  her  owner*  now  be- 

1  £8  to  the  Royal  Irish  Tacht  Club,  therefore  did  not  make  her  appear- 

f  8  to  substantiate  her  claim.    An  entire  fresh  lot  entered,  and  had 

1  re  been  more  wind,  the  interest  in  the  race  would  have  been  greater 
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The  day  was  unusually  fine  ;  and  at  times  the  heat  was  truly  oppressive  ; 
this,  with  occasional  lulls,  rendered  the  watching  the  craft  tedious  and 
unpleasant  However,  it  was  no  use  repining,  so  we  made  up  our  minds 
to  business.  As  we  neared  Erith  we  observed  the  racings  flags  of  five 
yachts,  which  proved  to  be  the  following  :— 

Numbered  at  in  ffunfs  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


875 
632 

607 
981 


YaehU'  Name* 


Silver  Cloud 
Undine 


cutter 

cutter 

b.  g.  ber. 

Little  Mosquito cutter 

Valentine  cutter 


■••*•••••••■»••••  •••••• 


aig. 


Tom. 


Owners. 


8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


R.  Hewett,  Esq.,  Commodore 

P.  Bennett,  Esq.  ] 

E.  Searle,  Esq. 

E.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq. 

E.  Fradgley.  Esq. 


The  course  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Head  and  back.  Time 
race.  One  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  Un- 
dine was  not  able  to  start,  having  been  found  a  trifle  above  the  measure- 
ment allowed,  8  tons.  This  yacht  is,  we  presume,  an  experiment,  as 
regards  rig,  and  for  the  Thames  racing,  it  is  a  failure  ;  it  is  called  a 
"  Sliding  Gunter  Bermudian,"  and  we  should  judge  it  to  be  a  very 
.  inconvenient  sail  in  a  river  where  so  many  changes  occur. 

After  inspection  by  Vice-Commodore  Rnibbs  (who  was  chief  officer 
of  the  day,)  the  yachts  were  warned  by  gun  at  12h.  18m.  50s.  to  pre- 
pare for  action,  and  in  about  five  minutes  after  they  started  :  the  Little 
Mosquito  first  to  cant,  and  hoist  her  lower  sails,  but  the  Valentine 
being  more  in  the  tide  took  the  lead.  Mosquito  set  her  topsail,  and  as 
we  afterwards  ascertained,  the  sheet  fouled  the  gaff  end,  and  a  hand 
was  soon  aloft  and  cleared  it.  These  two  seemed  thus  early  to  be 
singled  out  as  antagonists,  but  the  Valentine  was  doomed  to  give  place, 
for  before  reaching  Purfleet  the  Mosquito  had  passed  her,  and  they  were 
then  in  the  following  order : — Mosquito  first,  Valentine  second,  Rifle- 
man third,  and  Silver  Cloud  last.  In  passing  through  Long  Reach  the 
wind  having  slightly  increased  the  last  became  third,  and  was  gaining 
on  the  Valentine,  which  she  passed  off  Northfleet,  but  was  unable  to 
overhaul  the  Mosquito.  Off  Gravesend  the  wind  died  away,  and  the 
yachts  were  nearly  motionless  on  the  water ;  the  heat  seemed  to  absorb 
the  wind.  In  the  Lower  Hope  the  wind  freshened,  and  the  Little 
Mosquito  was  once  more  in  her  element,  followed  by  the  Silver  C 
and  so  they  continued  to  the  steamer  which  had  hove  to  in  slack  . 
some  half  a  mile  before  reaching  the  Chapman.     They  rounded  thu 


h.  m.  s. 

Little  Mosquito" 3  34     0 

8Uver  Cloud    3  41  15 


fa.  t 

Rifleman 3  51 

Valentine 3  ~ 
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After  rounding  they  prepared  for  the  beat  back,  and  from  the  nature 
of  the  wind  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  was  anticipated.  All  interest  in 
the  affair  was  over,  and  the  Mosquito  was  booked  to  win,  barring  acci- 
dent* as  it  was  well  known  none  of  the  others  had  the  slightest  chance 
with  her.  She  had  the  lead  and  kept  it  throughout,  coming  in  as  fol- 
lows :— 


h.  m.  s. 

Little  Mosquito 6  59    0 

Silver  Cloud    7  11  10 


h.  m.  s. 

Valentine  7  18  20 

Rifleman 7  26    4 


A  protest  was  entered  by  Mr.  Fradgley  the  owner  of  Valentine, 
against  the  Mosquito  receiving  the  prize,  as  she  had  won  two  prizes  in 
succession.  This  created  a  great  deal  of  discussion  amongst  the  party 
on  board  the  steamer,  and  it  was  generally  considered  that  the  protest 
was  unnecessary.  However,  as  we  have  given  the  particulars  elsewhere, 
we  refer  our  readers  to  it  for  the  result. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Or  Saturday  the  1 9th  ult,  the  Royals  mustered  for  the  last  time  this 
season  on  the  bosom  of  Old  Father  Thames,  and  as  a"  wind  up  "  it  was 
friendly  and  satisfactory.     The  Blue  with  white  Cross,  congregated  in 
"  force/'  and  can  it  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  such  should  be  the  case, 
when  we  find  the  noble  Commodore,  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  Vice-Commo- 
dore Richard  Green,  J.  Hutcheons,  Esq.,  the  Treasurer,  Capt  Grant, 
the  Secretary,  and  a  host  of  other  "  good  men  and  true,"  at  their  posts 
to  mete  out  an  equitable  share  of  the  club  funds  for  the  "  small  fry'9  as 
well  as  "  the  large."     The  prosperity  of  a  club  depends  upon  the  officers, 
and  for  zeal  to  promote  the  noble  sport  of  yachting,  and  liberality  of 
principle,  the  Royal  Thames  stands  pre-eminent.     The  high  position  the 
Club  h?s  attained  is  solely  from  a  mutual  desire  amongst  its  leaders  to 
afford  amusement  to  all  classes,  and  uphold  the  maritime  position  of  the 
country.     That  their  exertions  are  justly  appreciated  we  have  only  to 
look  at  the  list  of  the  fleet  belonging  to  the  club— 184  yachts;  consisting 
of  35  schooners,  110  cutters,  15  yawls,  3  steamers,  and  21  other  craft, 
the  tonnage  of  which  is  about  7,500  old  measurement ;  to  all  these  may 
'     added  some  hundreds  of  members.     What  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
ich  ?  some  of  our  readers  will  ask.     Just  this,  my  friends,  unless 
re  is  unity  of  action  in  a  club,  no  sufficient  funds  are  available  to  give 
ses  worth  the  trouble  of  handling  sail  for.     However,  now  to  our 


» • 


At  lOh.  10m.  a.m.,  the  good  ship  Sapphire  cast  off  from  the  Adelaide 
-so.  8.— vol.  vi.  2  z 


354 


HUNTS     YACHTING   MAGAZINE. 


Wharf,  with  a  glowing  cnrgo  of  some  400,  consisting  of  a  large  muster 
ot  "  Eye's  fair  daughters,"  the  officers  of  the  club,  from  the  noble  com- 
mander to  the  gunner  s  mate,  and  last,  though  not  least,  a  host  of  ad- 
mirers of  the  noble  amusement  of  yachting.  We  steamed  through  the 
"  commerce  of  the  world,"  and  arrived  "  safe  and  in  good  order  "  at 
Erith,  which  place,  from  its  being  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  Thames 
clubs,  is  known  N.,E.,W.  and  S.  Here  we  found  seven  pretty  little  toys 
lying  at  their  moorings,  waiting  the  iron  summons  to  prepare  for  action. 
By  the  list  beTbw  it  will  be  seen  that  five  were  old  friends,  and  two  new 
ones.  The  Undine,  we  mentioned  in  the  Prince  of  Wales'  report,  and 
we  may,  without  presuming  to  be  prophets,  say,  she  will  never  under 
her  present  rig  become  a  racer.  We  have  seen  her  twice  out,  and  if  we 
wanted  a  bath,  we  should  expect  to  find  one  on  board  the  Undine  in  a 
stiffish  breeze.  The  Emily  is  the  other  new  craft  and  this  was  her 
debut;  she  was  built  at  Barking,  and  will  not  we  fear  add  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  builder,  as  her  performance  this  day  was  anything  but 
satisfactory. 

The  prizes  were  a  piece  of  plate,  value,  £30.  for  the  first  boat,  and 
£10.  for  the  second.  Time  race  ;  half-a-minute  per  ton  for  difference 
of  tonnage. 

The  following  started  ; — 

Numbered  o$  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


No. 

875 

816 

193 

546 

1035 


Yachts'  Names* 


Silver  Cloud 

Emily 

Quiver 

U U villi t5««» •  # •«••••«  •••#••••••••  ■•• 

Cormorant 

Julia 

Violet 


Rig. 

Tool. 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

12 

8.  g.  ber. 

8 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

9 

Ovnera. 


R.  Hewett,  Esq. 

R.  Hewett,  Esq. 

T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 

E.  Searle,  Esq. 

J.  T.  Talmadge,  Esq. 

P.  Turner,  Esq. 

J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq. 


The  Wave  entered  but  did  not  start.     Capt,  Grant,  the  Secretary, 
having  inspected  the  fleet,  reported  to  the  Commodore  that  all  was  cor- 
rect and  ready  for  sailing  ;  the  word  "  fire  "  was  given  at  llh.  85m. 
32s.  and  away  the  little  craft  bounded  (wind  about  W.S.W,  very  light), 
Violet  with  the  lead,  followed  by  Cormorant,  Quiver,  Emily,  Julia,  and 
Silver  Cloud;  all  were  soon  under  topsails  except  the  latter,  which 
some  difficulty  as  usual  with  that  sail     We  were  rather  surprise*, 
this,  as  "  practice  generally  makes  things  perfect,r'  but  such  was  no* 
case  here.     The  Julia  in  the  lower  part  of  the  rands  gained  second  p 
but  soon  had  to  give  way  again  to  Cormorant  and  Quiver.     The  lal 
after  rounding  the  point,  succeeded  by  a  successful  manoeuvre  in  r 
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ing  the  former,  and  when  off  Purfloet  took  the  lead  from  Violet.  Emily 
having  caught  a  breeze  ranged  up  to  Julia  and  Cormorant.  Off  Green- 
hithe  the  two  latter  shook  off  the  little  maiden,  and  overhauled  Violet, 
the  Julia  taking  a  slight  lead  of  her  two  competitors.  The  two  passed 
down  Fidler's  Reach  in  company.  The  Quiver  at  this  time  was  leading 
a  full  quarter  of  a  mile.  In  rounding  Broadness  Point  the  Violet  shot 
ahead,  followed  by  Cormorant  leaving  Julia  last  of  the  three.  In  the 
lower  part  at  Gray's  Reach  the  Silver  Cloud  passed  Undine  but  could  not 
overtake  the  Emily.  Off  Northfleet  the  Julia  again  passed  Cormorant, 
and  kept  the  lead  of  her  to  Lower  Hope  Point  when  the  wind  died  away, 
and  she  fell  astern  for  a  short  time.  The  breeze  again  springing  up  she 
gained  third  place.  During  this  time  the  Quiver  kept  ploughing  ahead, 
followed  by  Violet  In  passing  Mucking  the  Emily  had  a  breeze  that 
rattled  her  through  the  water,  and  placed  her  in  a  better  position  with 
Cormorant.  The  steamer  now  rushed  ahead  to  within  a  mile  of  the 
Chapman,  and  dropped  a  flagboat  for  the  vessels  to  round,  while  she 
hove- to  a  short  distance  off.  As  the  steamer's  bow  was  towards  the 
Chapman  it  rather  puzzled  the  crew  of  the  first  yacht,  and  on  the 
Quiver  making  for  the  steamer  to  round,  she  was  warned  by  waving  of 
hats  and  shouting  to  pursue  the  right  course.  This  deviation  from  the 
usual  system  at  the  Chapman  or  Nore  might  have  led  to  the  Quiver 
losing  the  lead,  for  the  Violets  apparently  understood  the  dodge,  and 
required  no  signalling.  The  manner  and  time  of  rounding  was  as  fol- 
lows :— 


h.    m.    s. 

Qurver 2      6      0 

Violet 2      8    20 


h.    m.    8. 

Emily 2     12      2 

SUrer  Cloud ....2     15    45 


Jnlia^ 2      9    40  i  Undine 2     18    40 

Cormorant 2     10    15  | 

They  all  rounded  in  very  good  style,  but  we  must  give  the  palm  to 
Undine,  as  she  sheered  the  boat  without  losing  the  least  ground.     Now 
we  had  before  us  a  long  and  fatiguing  beat  back.     The  Emily  and  Silver 
Cloud  stood  too  far  over  to  the  north  shore  and  seemed  at  a  stand  still, 
and  this  allowed  Undine  to  get  ahead  of  Emily.     The  Quiver  made 
good  use  of  the  time  she  had  in  advance,  and  carried  on  alone,  increas- 
ing the  distance  between  her  and  Violet.     The  latter,  Julia,  and  Cor- 
morant  in  running  up  the  Blyth  Sand  were  compelled  to  make  short 
ards  to  get  clear  of  a  brig  anchored  there.     After  this  Violet  took 
Ave  of  her  companions,  and  endeavoured  to  lessen  the  distance  between 
uiver,  which  at  Hope  Point  was  nearly  out  of  sight,  and  before  reach- 
g  the  Mucking  the  Julia  and  Cormorant  had  a  sharp  match  for  lead 
nth  alternate  success,  which  ended  in  the  latter 'a  favour.     After  this  it 
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fell  a  dead  calm.  However  in  going  through  the  Lower  Hope  a  slight 
breeze  sprung  up,  and  by  the  time  the  two  leading  yachts  reached  Graves- 
end  the  Violet  had  gained  ten  minutes  on  the  Quiver,  and  was  expected 
to  finish  within  the  time  allowed  by  the  latter.  Here  the  tide  very 
opportunely  turned  for  the  wind  had  fallen  again,  and  the  Quiver  fortu- 
nately kept  ahead  of  some  large  vessels  that  were  being  towed  up  by 
steamers,  which  sadly  hampered  the  Violet  as  she  could  not  get  clear  of 
them,  and  after  five  hours  on  the  return  they  arrived  at  Erith  thus  : — 

h. 

Quiver ... 7 

Violet  7 

The  others  were  not  timed.  The  Quiver  won  the  first  prize  with 
2m.  20s.  beyond  the  time  she  had  to  allow  for  difference  of  tonnage,  and 
the  Violet  received  second  prize. 

The  length  of  time  occupied  by  the  match  (which  was  unattended 
with  any  peculiar  feature,)  the  light  wind,  and  "  broiling  sun,"  made  the 
trip  very  tedious,  yet  we  could  not  help  feeling  a  regret  that  match  sail- 
ing on  the  Thames  was  over  for  this  season.  We  landed  at  nine  o'clock 
at  London  Bridge,  having  been  eleven  hours  on  the  voyage. 


m.  s. 

h.  m  8. 

7  40 

7  16  35 

13   0 

7  21  20 

CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

This  regatta,  the  first  of  the  Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club,  took  place  yes- 
terday at  Largs — James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Jordanhill,  acted  as  commo- 
dore, and  John  Houlds worth,  Esq.,  of  Cranstonhill,  as  vice- commodore* 
The  day  was  exceedingly  favourable  for  sailing,  there  being  a  fresh 
breeze  from  the  south-west.  During  the  day  there  was  an  occasional 
shower,  but  that  did  not  seem  to  mar  the  enjoyment  of  the  many  people 
who  had  flocked  there  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  aquatic  sports. 

The  first  race  was  for  yachts  of  8  tons  and  under  ;  first  prize,  a  Sil- 
ver Kettle,  value  £20. ;  second,  a  Claret  Jug,  £10. ;  one  minute  per 
ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage,  and  for  which  the  following  en- 
tered and  started,  viz. : — 


Yachts*  Names. 


Banshee 
Armada 
Bella   ... 


Tons 


4 

n 

8 


Owners. 


Mr.  Mann  ., 
Mr.  Dickie.. 
Mr.  Walker 


Started. 


h. 

m. 

11 

30 

11 

33 

11 

44 

The  course  was  from  the  Commodore's  yacht,  to  pass  the  flag-boat 
the  north  end  of  Cumbrae>  then  to  make  Fairlie  buoy,  and  to  pass  — 
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the  Commodore  betwixt  him  and  the  shore,  leaving  all  turnings  on  the 
left  hand,  and  twice  round.     The  distance  is  about  11  miles. 

A  beautiful  start  was  effected  precisely  at  the  time  stated,  and  a 
keenly  contested  race  was  expected  between  the  Armada  and  Bella,  both 
boats  having  been  built  expressly  for  this  regatta,  but  the  former  proved 
herself  decidedly  superior,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  time  of  each.  Im- 
mediately after  starting  the  Armada  began  to  creep  away  from  the 
Bella,  and  after  rounding  the  first  flag-boat  she  got  a  good  lead,  which 
she  gradually  increased,   and  the  first  round  was  completed  as  follows, 


viz.  :- 


Armada. 


h.  m.  s. 
12  38  15 


Bella 


b.  m.   s.  I 

12  51     7  I  Banshee. 


h.  m.   s. 
12  54  10 


In  the  second  round  the  Armada  still  continued  to  increase  her  lead, 
although  the  Bella  had  the  advantage  of  a  huge  gaff  topsail,  while  the 
Armada  only  carried  her  mainsail,  foresail,  and  jib.  The  Banshee  car- 
ried away  the  jaws  of  her  gaff,  and  lost  any  chance  she  had  for  the 
second  prize.     The  race  was  finished  as  follows,  viz.:— 


h.  m.  s. 
Armada 1  45  30 


h.  m.  s. 
2     2  45 


•••••• 


h.  m.  s. 
2  41  45 


Bella    2    2  45  |  Banshee 

The  Armada  thus  coming  in  an  easy  winner,  and  reflecting  great  credit 

on  her  owner,  under  whose  superintendence  she  was  modelled  and  built. 

A  protest  was  lodged  against  the  Bella  for  not  having  rounded  the  buoy 

at  Fairlie,  but  this  was  overruled  by  the  Commodore,  and  she  was  awarded 

the  second  prize. 

The  second  race  was  for  yachts  of  6  tons  and  under  ;  first  prize,  a 

Piece  of  Plate,  value  £12.;  second,  a  Claret  Jug,  £6.     Nine  yachts 

entered,   seven  of  which  hoisted  their  colours,  and  started  as  follows, 

viz.: — 


Yacht's  Names, 


Pearl .... 
Breeze... 
Clutha... 
Comet... 
Garland. 
Eugenie, 
Leda. 


Tons 


4i 

5 
5 

6 
6 


Owners. 


Messrs.  Ferguson 
Mr.  A.  Mc'Kirdy 
Mr.  J.  Spencer 
Mr.  T.  Steven 
Mr.  R.  Walker,  jan. 
Mr.  J.  Jamieson 
Mr.  A.  Findlay 


Started. 


h. 

m. 

8. 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

30 

12 

0 

30 

12 

1 

0 

12 

1 

30 

12 

1 

30 

Nothing  could  excel  the  manner  in  which  all  the  little  fleet  got  away 
from  their  moorings,  and  it  was  evident  that  this  would  he  a  most 
exciting  race,  several  of  the  boats  being  well  matched.  The  Leda  soon 
took  the  lead,  closely  followed  by  the  Pearl  and  Comet,  between  which 
perhaps  the  most  exciting  contest  took  place  for  second  prize  that  could 
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possibly  be  imagined,  not  more  than  a  few  boat's  lengths  separating  them 

during  the  whole  run  of  nineteen  miles.     In  this  round  the  Breeze  and 

Garland  carried  away  some  of  their  standing  rigging,  and  bad  to  give 

up,  the  remaining  vessels  rounding  the  Commodore  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  s  |  h.  m.    ■.  I  h.  m.  a. 

Leda    I  23  10  j  Comet I  24  15    Clutha 1  35  34 

Pearl  1  24  10  |  Eugenia  1  32  30 

The  same  order  was  maintained  during  the  greater  part  of  the  second 
round,  but  the  Eugenie  having  carried  away  her  bofotay  lost  a  few 
minutes.  However  by  this  time  the  race  lay  entirely  between  Leda, 
Pearly  and  Comet,  and  the  way  in  which  these  three  boats  were  handled 
excited  the  admiration  of  every  one.  The  Leda  continued  to  maintain 
her  position,  and  the  Pearl  kept  ahead  of  the  Comet  till  after  rouuding 
the  Fairlie  buoy,  when  the  latter,  having  a  balloon  topsail  set,  gradually 
overhauled  the  Pearl,  which  had  no  topsail,  and  after  one  of  the  keenest 
races  that  could  be  witnessed,  they  eventually  arrived  at  the  commodore 
as  follows,  viz.:— 


h.  m.  s. 

Leda    2  52  50 

Comet 2  55  40 


h.   ID.    8 

Pearl   2  56    0 

Eugenie 3    7  42 


h.  m.  8. 
Clutha 3    9  30 


The  Leda  gained  the  first  prize  by  2m.  60s.,  and  the  Comet  the  second 
prize  only  by  20s. 

Third  race,  for  yachts  of  4  tons  and  under,  started  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock.  The  following  yachts  were  entered  and  started. — Frances,  4 
tons,  Captain  Taylor  ;  Chrysalis,  3  tons,  Robert  M'lntosh,  Esq.;  Echo, 
2  J  tons,  James  Sutherland,  Esq.;  Phantom,  3  tons,  John  Gibson,  Esq*; 
Will-o'-the-Wisp,  3J  tons,  W.  Miller,  Esq.;  Lily,  3J  tons,  John  Ure, 
Esq.  The  yachts  in  the  first  round  passed  the  Commodore  as  fol- 
lows : — 


First  Bound.  h.  m.   a. 

Frances 2    4  47 

Lily  2    8  10 


Second  Bound.  h,  m.  s. 

Frances  3  34  47 

Lily 3  36  50 


The  fourth  race  was  for  light  open  boats,  and  started  at  half-past  one 

o'clock.     The  following  boats  started  : — Phantom,  A.  Woodside,  Esq.; 

Fly-by-night,  C.   Rait,  Esq.;    Urania,    R.   Sharp,  Esq.;  Rose,  James 

Rankin,  Esq.     This  race  was  only  once  round  the  course,  and  the  boats 

passed  the  Commodore  in  the  following  order:— 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  _ 

Urania , 3    9  40  |  Rose 3  1        > 

This  concluded  the  day's  sports  as  regards  the  yachts,  but  six 
matched  gig  and  jollyboat  races  were  to  have  followed.     These  did 
however,  take  place,  disappointing  hundreds,  who  came  expressly  U 
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them.  Some  frivolous  excuse  about  it  lieing  too  rough,  or  too  much 
wind,  was  all  the  satisfaction  inquirers  got.  For  our  part,  we  think  that 
bad  management  and  want  of  spirit  had  more  to  do  with  it  than  any- 
thing else.  It  is  but  fair  to  state  that  these  latter  races,  which  were  to 
have  taken  place,  constituted  a  distinct  regatta,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Clydesdale  Gentlemen  Amateur  Rowing  Club. 

There  was  a  very  strong  muster  of  craft  of  all  descriptions,  and  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  quantity  and  quality  of  those  that  attended  the 
Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Regatta,  we  doubt  not  bat  ere  long  it  will 
rank  among  the  first  regattas  on  the  Clyde.  A  gentleman  informed  us 
that  there  were  upwards  of  60  sail  present,  among  which  were  the 
Aurora,  84  tons,  John  Buchanan,  Esq.,  Oithona,  80  tons,  J.  M.  Rowan, 
Esq.;  Crusader,  30  tons,  John  Speirs,  Esq.;  Zingara,  20  tons,  John 
Scott,  Esq.;  Irene,  15  tons,  John  Ronald,  Esq.,  &c.  Among  the  mem- 
bers present,  but  not  racing,  were  the  Hon.  Q.  F.  Boyle,  and  Capt  Hay, 
R.H. 


RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

The  second  sailing  match  of  the  season  of  this  club  took  place  on 
Thursday  last,  the  23rd  inst.,  oyer  the  usual  course,  from  Battersea 
Bridge  to  a  buoy  moored  off  the  Feathers  at  Wandsworth,  three  times 
up  and  down.  At  about  2h.  15m.  the  River  Queen  steamer  haying 
embarked  a  numerous  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  including  not  only 
the  leading  men  of  the  R.Y.C.,  but  several  of  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  London  and  other  clubs,  left  Mr.  Greaves 's,  Lindsey- 
row,  and  the  gun  to  take  stations  having  been  fired,  the  following  picked 
up  their  warps,  and  hung  on  to  the  pier  heads  of  Battersea  Bridge: 


Yacht*'  Names. 

Big. 

Tons 

Owners. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

4 
8 
3 
3 
6 
3 

Mr.  W.  T.  Sawyer 
Mr.  J.  B.  Burney 
Mr.  W.  Beed 

Cremorne  

8elina 

Mr.  J.  Pick 

Blue  Bell 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ridgway 
Mr.  J.  Gambardella 

i 
i 

lie  match  was  sailed  under  the  direction  of  the  Commodore,  and  the 
*hts  having  been  inspected,  the  gun  to  prepare  was  fired  at  2h.  41m., 
1  the  starting  gun  at  2h.  47m.,  when  they  all  canted  to  the  north, 

wind  blowing  at  the  time  rather  freshly  from  the  W.N.W.  The 
iglesey  was  first  round,  and  took  the  lead,  but  they  all  got  away 
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nearly  together.  The  match  was  prettily  contested  throughout,  and 
towards  the  finish  it  became  two  matches,  one  between  the  Zouave  and 
Blue  Bell,  which  was  maintained  to  the  end,  and  contested  most  skilfully; 
and  the  other  between  the  Anglesey  and  Cremorne,  which  promised  to 
be  as  good,  but  in  the  last  turn  up  the  reach,  the  latter,  in  endeavouring 
to  weather  a  barge,  was  caught  fast  by  her  topping  lift,  and  was  three 
or  four  minutes  before  she  was  cut  away.  We  have  seldom  seen  boats 
better  handled  than  the  Zouave  and  Blue  Bell  on  this  occasion  in  the 
last  reach  down  to  the  flag-boat.  The  President,  an  American  boat, 
and  the  Selina,  who  sailed  so  well  in  the  last  match,  did  not  get  the 
wind  they  like,  or  the  result  might  have  been  different.  The  times  of 
rounding  were  as  follow  .— 


Zouave  ... 
Blue  Bell.. 
Anglesey.: 
Cremorne. 
President 
Selina 


1st  Bound. 

2nd  Round. 

Finish. 

h.   m. 

s. 

h.   m. 

s. 

h. 

m. 

8. 

3   25 

35 

4    6 

0 

4 

48 

0 

3   27 

10 

4    5 

20 

4 

48 

20 

3   27 

25 

4    9 

30 

4 

51 

30 

3   28 

30 

4    8 

0 

4 

55 

30 

3   29 

50 

4   10 

20 

4 

57 

0 

3   31 

0 

The  Zouave  thus  carrying  off  the  first  prize  by  one-third  of  a  minute* 
The  crews  of  the  different  boats  having  assembled  on  board  the  steamer, 
the  prizes  were  presented  to  the  winners  by  the  Commodore,  who  con- 
gratulated them  upon  their  success.  Mr.  Sawyer  and  the  Vice-Commo- 
dore, who  sailed  the  Blue  Bell,  having  returned  thanks,  the  business  of 
the  day  terminated.  The  steamer  then  ascended  the  river  as  far  as 
Richmond,  and  the  company  on  board  amused  themselves  with  dancing, 
a  most  excellent  band  having  been  provided  by  the  stewards.  The  re- 
freshments were  on  this  occasion  supplied  by  Mr,  Knight,  of  the  club- 
house, Swan  Tavern,  Battersea,  and  gave  complete  satisfaction,  as,  indeed 
did  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  throughout  the  day. 


u  . 


THE  FIRST  VOYAGE  OF  THE  SHANNON. 

The  Shannon,  51,  Captain  Peel,  screw  frigate,  made  her  passage  to  the 
Cape  in  52  days  under  sail,  having  experienced  fine  weather  all  the  way. 
She  made  302  miles  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  force  of  wind  8  aud  n~* 
and  sailed  15  knots  without  pressing  her,  wind  abeam.  Two  fatal  acci 
occurred  on  board  during  the  passage.  Mr.  Coaker,  master's  assistant 
from  aloft,  struck  the  fore  chains,  and  fell  dead  into  the  water ;  and  the  o. 
George  Brown,  a  boy  of  the  first-class,  who  fell  from  aloft  inboard,  and 
killed.  But  for  the  admirable  facility  afforded  by  Clifford's  plan  of  low* 
boats,  with  which  the  frigate  was  fitted,  the  body  of  the  unfortunate  vi 
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officer  could  not  have  been  recovered,  nor  the  life  of  another  boy,  who  fell 
overboard,  have  been  saved.  On  both  occasions  the  vessel  was  going  at  from 
eleven  to  twelve  knots  under  all  sail,  notwithstanding  which  the  boat  was 
maimed  and  lowered  in  little  more  than  a  minute. 

The  boats  were  80  feet  cutters,  the  largest  hung  from  man-of-war  davits 
and  carrying  from  17  to  20  men  each,  and  weighing  with  gear  complete  from 
2  to  8  tons.  To  the  consideration  of  the  Captain  for  his  men  this  life  saved 
is  due  to  having  specially  applied  to  the  Admiralty  to  be  supplied  with  this 
means  of  instantly  lowering  a  boat  to  pick  up  "a  man  overboard"  he  having 
lost  one  through  the  want  of  it  on  a  previous  voyage. — May  his  example 
find  followers  elsewhere. 


BARROW  REGATTA.— Morboombe  Bay. 

Thb  above  regatta  was  held  on  the  13th  of  July  under  the  patronage  of 
members  of  the  R.W.Y.C.  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  R.M.T.C.  Rear-commodore 
H.  Bridson,  Esq.,  R.W.Y.C.  of  Ireland,  discharged  the  duties  of  Commodore 
with  his  usual  ability,  and  whose  fine  vessel  the  Nimrod  was  beautifully 
dressed  on  the  occasion.  There  was  a  fine  strong  breeze  at  West  with  a 
very  heavy  sea  on;  but  nothing  daunted  numbers  of  visitors  accompanied  the 
race,  on  board  the  steamers  Helvellyn  and  Tourist,  for  some  distance  into 
the  Bay.  At  2h.  30m.  p.m.  the  following  vessels  started  for  the  Furness 
Cup,  value  25  Guineas. 


Ho. 


Yacht's  Names. 


568|Kelpie ....« 

918  Stella, 

610  Matilda   (Late  Lizzy). 
213  Cyclone 


Tons. 


22 
41 
25 
41 


Owners. 


Rev.  T.  Robinson 
C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 
Major  Cross 
W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  Piel  pier  round  Wyre  Light,  thence  round  a  steamer 
about  3  miles  to  windward  of  Walney  light  and  in.  Stella  went  away  with 
the  lead  with  the  others  well  up,  but  Cyclone  shortly  went  to  the  front. 
The  race  between  Stella  and  Cyclone  was  really  beautiful,  but  there  was  too 
much  sea  for  either  Kelpie  or  Matilda  to  have  a  fair  chance.  Nevertheless 
the  latter  proved  herself  a  good  sea  boat  and  fast  sailer. 

They  came  in  as  follows  :— 


h. 


Cyclone - 4 

Matilda. 5 


m. 

43 

3 


s. 

11 

0 


h. 

4 


m. 
46 


s. 

44 


Stella 

Kelpie  bore  up. 

he  next  race  was  for  Fishing  boats  belonging  to  the  bay.    First  boat 
second  £2.,  third  10s.    The  following  started,  and  came  in  as  placed. 

yport,  Mary,  Petrel,  Sunderland,  Victory. 

he  course  was  from  Piel  pier  round  a  steamer  4  miles  to  windward  of 
Iney  Light  and  in.    This  race  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  yachtsmen 
m  the  manner  in  which  the  boats  were  sailed. 
»o.  8. — vol.  vi.  3  A 
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The  next  race  was  for  the  Barrow  Cap,  presented  by  J.  Ramsden,  Eaq. 

The  following  started  and  came  in  as  placed : — Perseverance  (the  Cup), 
Walney  Star  (£2),  Cheatem  (10s.),  Sam  Slick,  Teetotaller. 

The  course  was  from  Barrow  Pier  and  round  Piel  Island  and  back.  The 
Perseverance  took  the  lead  and  won  easily. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUp.— The  Protest 

,  A  special  meeting  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  was  held  on  Wednesday  the 
22nd  ult.,  to  consider  and  adjudicate  on  the  protest  entered  by  Mr.  Fradgley, 
owner  of  the  Valentine,  against  the  Little  Mosquito  at  the  late  Challenge 
Cup  Match,  on  the  grounds  "  that  contrary  to  Rule  19  of  the  Sailing  Direc- 
tions the  latter  vessel  had  been  allowed  to  enter  for  this  match,  when  the 
aforesaid  rule  expressly  states  that  a  yacht  having  won  any  prize  in  two 
successive  matches  cannot  be  entered  to  sail  in  the  Club  match  immediately 
following,  and  the  words,  club  match,  shall  extend  to  all  matches  sailed 
under  the  auspices  of  the  club.'* 

Mr.  Fradgley  attended  the  meeting,  and  having  stated  his  objections,  a 
warm  discussion  ensued,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  Sailing  Regula- 
tions as  printed  in  the  books  of  1856,  which  were  published  for  the  use  of 
the  members  in  the  middle  of  May  of  that  year,  did  not  contain  a  resolution 
which  was  passed  unanimously  by  the  Club  the  May  meeting  of  1856,  two 
months  and  a  half  previous  to  the  first  race  for  the  Challenge  Cup,  and  which 
resolution  has  since  been  inserted  in  the  book  for  1857,  and  is  as  follows: — 
"  That  the  Challenge  Prize  shall  be  sailed  for  at  all  times  irrespective  of 
Sailing  Regulation  No.  19,  therefore  any  yacht  winning  two  matches  succes- 
sively is  not  thereby  to  be  precluded  from  entering  for  the  Challenge  Match*" 
The  books  for  1856  being  at  the  time  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  prevented 
it  from  being  inserted  in  them.  It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried ;  "That 
the  minutes  of  the  Club  Meeting  of  May  1856,— making  a  by-law,  confirmed 
in  June,  1856 — suspending  sailing  regulation  19,  in  the  case  of  sailing  for 
the  Challenge  Prize— having  been  read  to  this  Committee,  the  Committee 
decide  that  the  prize  be  awarded  to  the  Little  Mosquito — subject  to  the  by- 
law above  adverted  to — as  a  winner  of  the  match  in  1857." 

Since  the  above  decison  we  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Fradgley,  which  as  our  motto  is  "  open  to  all,  influenced  by  none,"  we  give 
it  insertion,  at  the  same  time  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  regret  that 
any  circumstance  should  happen  to  mar  the  harmony  existing  in  the 
of  Wales  Yacht  Club. 

Blackheath,  July  27  &,  1 
Sir. — I  should  be  obliged  by  your  inserting  the  following,  which  i. 
more  clearly  than  is  conveyed  by  the  published  decision  of  the  Sail: 
Committee  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club,  the  grounds  of  my  pro* 
against  the  Little  Mosquito. 
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The  30th  rule  of  the  Club  is  as  follows:— That  the  rules  of  the  Club  as 
they  stand  at  the  Club  Meeting  in  April  in  each  jear  shall  remain  in  force 
until  the  Club  Meeting  in  the  April  following ;  and  that  all  further  alterations 
shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  the  Club  Meeting  in  April  next,  after 
such  alterations  shall  have  been  carried." 

I  therefore  contend  that  according  to  that  rule  the  Club  have  no  authority 
to  constitute  any  bye-law,  which  can  take  effect  before  the  April  following 
such  bye-law  being  made,  and  consequently  that  when  such  bye -law  came 
into  operation  (April  1857)  the  Cup  had  been  once  contested  and  all  rules 
and  regulations  affecting  it  were  inviolable. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Fbadglby, 
To  the  Editor  H.  K.Af.  Owner  of  Valentine. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

TttH  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  was  held  on  the  20th  ult.  and  after 
confirming  the  previous  meeting's  proceedings,  the  Commodore  J.  Goodson, 
Esq.,  said: — "  Your  circulars  have  informed  you  that  the  Sailing  Committee 
recommend  that  the  office  of  Rear- commodore  be  filled  up  in  consequence 
of  the  serious  indisposition  of  Captain  Andrews,  and  propose  that  A.  Arce- 
deckne,  Esq.,  be  the  gentleman  appointed.     I  need  not  tell  you  that  Mr.  A. 
is  a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  aquatic  world,  not  only  on  the  Thames, 
but  at  Harwich  and  different  parts  of  the  coast ;  nor  need  I  tell  you  that  he 
enjoys  the  esteem  of  every  one  who  has  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance,  and 
such  being  the  position  in  which  he  stands,  it  affords  me  the  highest  pleasure 
of  having  the  opportunity  of  proposing  him  as  your  Rear-commodore.    His 
known  capabilities  as  a  yachtsman,  his  position  in  society,  and  his  urbanity 
in  every  transaction  of  life,  render  him  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  our 
bodv,  and,  as  such,  I  am  sure  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  will  be  highly 
gratified  to  welcome  him  as  their  Rear-commodore.    We  only  ask  his  occa- 
sional personal  attendance ;  but  he  has  assured  me  with  much  kindness,  that 
he  will  always  endeavour  to  give  me  a  helping  hand,  and  under  his  auspices 
I  little  doubt  that  the  ensuing  season  of  this  Club  will  be  one  we  have  not 
seen  since  its  existence."  [Much  applause] 

Mr.  Kirby  seconded  the  nomination,  and  said  his  sentiments  perfectly 
accorded  with  those  of  their  worthy  Commodore.  He  thought  if  being  a 
*u  trough  bred  English  gentleman,  and  an  experienced  yachtsman,  were  re- 

nmendations,  they  were  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Arcedeckne. 

A  burst  of  acclamation  elected  the  gentleman  named  to  the  office. 

A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq ,  returned  thanks  for  the  high  honour  conferred  upon 

i,  and  jocosely  remarked  that  the  only  difficulty  he  felt  was  having  two 

p  to  fly,  the  Royal  Harwich,  of  which  he  was  Commodore,  and  the  Royal 
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London,  oi  which  he  was  the  Rear;  but  in  order  to  reconcile  the  matter  to 
his  conscience,  he  would  fly  the  London  as  far  as  Dangeness,  and  then  the 
Harwich,  and  so  hoped  he  should  give  no  offence  to  either.  [Much  laughter 
followed  the  Rear-commodore's  expressed  notion  of  the  proper  arrangement] 

Mr.  Eagle,  the  Treasurer,  then  reported  the  state  of  the  Club  Funds  as 
upwards  of  £550.  The  announcement  was  received  with  great  applause, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  returned  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  attention  he  had  paid 
to  the  finances. 

Several  new  members  were  elected,  and  others  proposed  for  ballot  at  the 

next  meeting. 


THE  LATE  R.T.Y.C.  SCHOONER  MATCH. 

(Extracted  Jrom  BeWs  Lief.) 

Mr.  Editor. — As  "CM."  has  thought  proper,  in  your  paper  of  the  5th; 
to  make  comments  upon  my  letter  in  yours  of  last  week,  I  take  leave  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  thereon:  and  as  C.  M.  seems  so  well  able  to  expound  the 
meaning  of  the  rules  of  the  R.T.Y.C.  (which  no  one  else  can),  the  public 
should  be  greatly  obliged  to  him  to  add  to  the  obligation,  and  inform  them 
by  what  rule  the  Club  precludes  the  giving  of  the  prizes  to  two  vessels  of  the 
same  class !  C.  M.  says :  "  I  venture  to  say  that  it  has,  long  ago  been  decided 
the  two  prizes  should  not  be  given  to  the  same  class."  Perhaps  he  will  be 
kind  enough  to  inform  your  readers  how  long  ago  ;  and,  if  such  rule  does 
exist,  and  what  was  agreed  to,  why  it  is  not  printed  with  the  other  rules  of 
the  Club  ?  Your  readers  will  also  be  glad  to  learn,  from  "  C.  M."  on  what 
former  occasion  in  a  schooner  match  two  second  class  vessels  came  in  first, 
beating  all  the  first  class !  Will  "  C.  M"  venture  to  assert,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  that  this  visionary  rule  was  not  made  on  board  the  Prince  of 
Wales  steamer,  after  the  vessels  had  started,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  two 
second  class  vessels  would  inevitably  be  first  and  second  ?  The  printed  rule 
No.  26,  is  clear  enough :— "That  if  a  yacht  of  an  inferior  class  shall  come  in 
ahead  of  a  yacht  of  a  superior  class,  she  shall  receive  the  prize  to  which  she 
would  have  been  entitled  if  she  had  belonged  to  such  superior  class.  Now,  a 
fortiori^  the  Vestal  being  a  yacht  of  an  inferior  class,  wins  the  prize  for  the 
yachts  of  a  superior  class—ergo,  the  prize  of  the  superior  class  is  gone!  Upon 
what  grounds,  then,  do  the  Committee,  in  defiance  of  their  own  rule  (26) 
deprive  the  Wildfire  of  the  prize  for  the  second  class  (or  inferior  vessels)? 
Surely  the  superior  class  vessels,  after  losing  their  own  prize,  are  not  entitled 
to  the  prize  of  the  second  class  yachts  ;  and  the  Wildfire  coming  in  second 
with  the  Vestal,  is,  in  common  fairness  and  equity,  entitled  to  it. 

"  Comparisons  are  always  odious/'  which  C.  M.  would  have  done  * 
remember :  they  are  also  invidious,  when  he  draws  them  respecting  the  t 
and  value  of  different  yachts,  showing  a  strong  personal  bias  and  feelii 
denominating  the  Vestal  and  Wildfire  "sailing  machines."    The  owne- 
both  can  well  afford  to  pass  over  such  allusions.     I  have  just  seen  the  sai 
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master  of  the  Wildfire,  who  informs  me  that  on  their  way  to  the  Thames  at 
daylight  they  fell  in  with  the  Zouave  in  a  gale  of  wind,  under  fore  and 
main  trysails,  dose- reefed  fore  staysail  and  storm  jib,  off  Worthing.  When 
about  six  miles  off  Hastings,  at  noon,  the  "  sailing  machine*'  had  beaten  her 
entirely  oat  of  sight  in  a  dead  beat  to  windward !  The  "  sailing  machine" 
arrived  at  Gravesend  at  half-past  ten  the  next  day,  having  been  bove  to  for 
six  hours  and  a  half  off  Dover,  and  the  Zouave  came  in  about  3  p.m  I  will 
also  ask  "  C.  M."  why  (if  he  belongs  to  the  Committee)  the  yachts  did  not 
take  up  their  respective  positions  by  drawing  for  them,  and  why  one  vessel 
is  permitted  to  have  her  fore  staysail  up  three  or  four  feet,  and  another  is 
ordered  to  haul  hers  close  down  ? 

In  conclusion,  I  would  strongly,  if  I  were  "C.  MV  object  to  anything  like 
favouritism,  or  soreness,  for  if  we  are  to  have  anything  like  the  "  tricks  of 
the  Turf*'  introduced  into  the  noble  and  national  amusement  of  yachting,  it 
is  time  gentlemen  laid  themselves  up  "in  ordinary.*'  Most  of  them  who  can 
"  run"  can  u  read",  and  require  no  legal  quibbles  or  sophistry  in  the  explana- 
tion of  plain  language.     By  this  unjust  decision  of  the  R.T.Y.C.  committee, 

Yours,  &c,  A  Suftbbbe. 


Mr.  Editor. — I  should  not  have  troubled  you  again,  with  respect  to  this 
match  if  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  state  that  I  do  not  belong  to  or  represent 
the  R.T.Y.C.  Sailing  Committee,  and  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  other 
grievances  of  the  u  Sufferer.'*  Having  begun,  however,  I  will  add  a  few  words 
on  the  subject  of  my  former  letter.  It  is  clear  that  "  A  Sufferer"  does  not 
belong  to  the  R.T.Y.C,  or  he  would  not  have  accused  the  Committee  of 
some  unfairness,  and  have  insinuated  more;  nor  has  he  attended  many 
matches  of  that  Club,  otherwise  he  would  have  been  better  acquainted  with 
the  rules.  The  26th  rule  "  if  in  a  match  a  yacht  of  an  inferior  class  shall 
come  in  ahead  of  a  yacht  of  a  superior  class,  she  shall  receive  the  prize  which 
she  would  have  been  entitled  to  if  she  had  belonged  to  such  superior  class,," 
is  clear  enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  is  on  the  face  of  it  imperfect,  as  it  makes 
no  provision  whatever  for  the  second  prize-— most  certainly  it  does  not  ex- 
plicitly or  impliedly,  give  that  prize  to  a  beaten  second-class  vessel.  When 
therefore,  the  unforeseen  case  of  two  second-class  vessels  coming  in  ahead  is 
likely  to  occur,  it  became  necessary  to  establish  a  rule,  and  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing rules  had  strong  advocates : — 1.  That  the  first  vessel  should  have 
both  prizes.  2.  That  the  second  prize  should  not  be  given  at  all.  3.  That 
the  seeond-class  vessel  should  have  the  second  prize.  4.  That  the  first-class 
vessel  should  have  the  second  prize.  A  formal  decision  had,  however,  as  I 
believe  never  become  necessary,  but  the  whole  matter  was  immensely  dis- 
c  sed  in  1855,  when  Phantom,  Marina,  and  Thought  sailed,  and  it  was 
li  tly  that  Phantom  and  Thought  would  beat  Marina,  a  flm-class  vessel. 
C  that  occasion  it  was  certainly  understood — and  to  satisfy  the  "  Sufferer*' 
1  sert  this  of  my  own  knowledge — that  the  latter  plan  would  be  adopted, 
a  one  prize  given  to  each  class.  The  26th  rule  ought  certainly  to  be 
c    krged,  if  it  is  not  entirely  altered,  as  suggested  in  my  former  letter 
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whenever  another  alteration  of  the  roles  is  made;  but  all  printed  roles  are 
necessarily  imperfect,  and  it  instead  of  writing  absurd  and  abusive  letters, 
"  A  Sufferer"  had  caused  enquiry  to  be  made  of  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, or  of  any  sailing  member  of  the  Club,  he  would  have  been  told  that 
'the  rule  in  question  was  established  long  ago*  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  same 
place  as  the  role  against  being  towed,  against  punt-poling,  against  propelling 
machinery,  and  among  the  numberless  rules  which  no  code  has  ever  yet 
included,  or  will  ever  include,  but  which  most  undoubtedly  exist. 

Yours,  &c,  CM. 


Mb.  Editor.— As  a  person  who  was  much  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
Wildfire,  allow  me  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  addition  to  and  in  explanation 
of  your  impartial  account  of  the  late  schooner  match  of  the  R.T.T.C.    In 
the  first  place  I  must  allude  to  the  length  of  time  in  getting  under  weigh 
This  arose  from  the  Secretary  coming  on  board  whilst  the  Vice  commodore, 
Mr.  Eversfield,  and  the  Captain  were  below  sealing  up  the  ballast,  and 
ordering  the  fore  staysail  to  be  lowered  fiat  on  deck,  whilst  the  Mayfly  was 
allowed  to  keep  hers  four  or  five  feet  up  the  stay.     This  order  necessitating 
the  unlacing  of  the  sail  from  the  boom,  caused  the  loss  of  two  hands  in  hoist- 
ing the  mainsail,  they  being  engaged  in  relacing  the  staysail.    Previous  to 
this  the  pilot  had  complained  to  the  harbour  master  of  a  brig  lying  in  the 
way,  and  requested  she  might  be  shifted,  but  without  avail.    The  Wildfire 
was  therefore  obliged  to  go  to  leeward  of  her,  a  very  unfair  position  to  be 
placed  in,  considering  the  Captain  had  not  the  opportunity  of  taking  his 
moorings  by  lot>  as  I  believe  is  usual.     With  respect  to  the  Aquiline's  pro- 
test of  fouling,  -the  facts  are  that  the  Wildfire,  being  on  the  Aquiline's  weather 
quarter,  and  the  Vice-commodore  passing  the  Wildfire  on  her  port  tack,  the 
Wildfire  was  obliged  to  bear  op  and  go  astern  of  her,  being  thus  thrown 
down  upon  the  Aquiline  much  closer  than  she  otherwise  would  have  been. 
While  thus  drawing  on  the  Aquiline  the  Wildfire  was  hailed  by  the  Aquiline 
to  go  about,  although  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  no  chance  of  Aquiline's 
going  ashore.    Wildfire's  helm  was,  however,  put  down,  and  when  about,  the 
Wildfire  not  being  very  quick  in  paying  off,  the  Captain  hailed  the  Aquiline 
to  ease  her  helm,  which  not  being  done,  and  the  Aquiline  paying  off  on  the 
Wildfire's  starboard  quarter,  thus  proving  to  all  practical  seamen  that  the 
fouling  was  on  the  part  of  the  Aquiline,  and  not  on  that  of  the  Wildfire. 
One  word  now  on  the  very  improper  manner  in  which  the  steamers  accom- 
panying the  match  are  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  sailing ;  for  instance,  in 
this  exciting  match,  when  every  stitch  of  canvas  and  breath  of  air  was  of 
importance,  in  one  of  the  Wildfire's  tacks  on  the  south  shore,  the  Orioi 
tinued  on  the  Wildfire's  weather,  going  easy,  notwithstanding  the  hailinf 
waving  of  Mr.  Harcourt  and  the  crew,    Again,  on  entering  the  Lower  ' 
on  the  return,  the  Prince  of  Wales  came  on  the  Wildfire's  weather  whe 
was  scarcely  feeling  the  weight  of  her  canvas,  the  Vestal  at  the  ear** 
leaving  her  fast. 
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I  am  induced  to  write  this  letter  (for  the  truth  of  which  I  refer  you  to  the 
gentleman  who  was  placed  on  hoard  the  Wildfire  on  the  part  of  the  R.T.Y. 
Club,  and  also  to  her  Captain)  in  the  hope  that  it  may  he  the  means  of 
preventing  any  cause  for  dissatisfaction  in  future  matches,  and  that  every 
vessel  may  have  an  equally  fair  chance, 

Yours,  &c,  Aquatic. 

[We  have  now  given  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  late 
Schooner  match,  and  we  hope  it  will  here  terminate. — Ed.  H.  Y.ilf .] 


-  YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

Thb  American  Yacht  Charter  Oak,  noticed  in  a  previous  number,  as  pre- 
paring at  New  York  for  a  start  across  the  Atlantic,  has  arrived  in  the  Mersey; 
she  is  a  small  cutter  of  23  tons,  full  of  interest,  whether  as  regards  the  vessel 
herself,  or  the  voyage  she  has  just  accomplished,  in  37  days,  from  New  York. 
The  yacht  is  named  the  Charter  Oak,  commanded  by  Captain  Webb.  She 
is  named  after  the  Charter  Oak  of  Connecticut,  in  the  hollow  of  which  the 
charter  granted  to  that  State  by  Charles  the  Second  was  concealed,  when 
demanded  by  James  the  Second.  The  spokes  of  the  steering-wheel  are 
made  from  the  tree  that  has  become  so  celebrated.  On  leaving  New  York 
the  Charter  Oak  had  only  three  hands  on  board,  and  this  small  number  was 
on  the  first  night  out  reduced  to  two,  by  the  disabling  of  one  of  the  number, 
but  all  went  well  with  the  small  crew,  who  finally  anchored  their  little  craft 
in  safety  in  the  Mersey  on  the  27th,  ult. — We  hope  to  give  in  our  next 
account  of  her  voyage. 

The  Henrietta,  late  Maid  of  the  Mist,  purchased  by  Count  £.  Battbyaoy 
early  in  the  present  year,  has  been  resold  in  consequence  of  not  being 
approved  of  for  long  cruises. 

The  once  celebrated  America  (now  Camilla)  was  a  short  time  since  lying 
in  Nortbfleet  Dockyard,  a  sad  specimen  of  "  Brother  Jonathan's "  patch- 
work.   The  workmanship  was  first  rate,  but  the  material— oh !  fie  1 

The  Yictoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta  is  to  commence  on  Monday  the  10th 
inst.,  and  sailing  and  other  amusements  will  continue  throughout  the  week. 

The  Fox,  Lady  Franklin's  yacht,  sailed  from  Aberdeen,  July  1st.  Capt. 
M'Clintock  and  his  officers  and  crew  were  in  excellent  spirits.  She  has 
every  requisite  for  a  three  year's  cruise.  Those  worthy  sons  of  Humanity-— 
Messrs.  White  of  Cowes,  have  presented  to  Lady  Franklin  one  of  their  ad- 
mirable Life  Boats ;  and  we  hope  Clifford's  matchless  invention  was  alio 
fit    \  to  the  yacht. 

the  13th  inst.,  a  strong  muster  of  yachts  is  expected  at  Carnarvon  to 
as  ,  in  the  Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club,  when  several  esoeUent  priaes  wiH  be 
ol    *d  for  competition. 

e  Irish  Model  Yacht  Club,  established  in  Dublin  Bay,  had  a  field  day 
oi     ie  28th  ult.,  which  went  off  satisfactorily. 
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REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 

Aug.    *•— Great  Grimsby  Regatta 

4. — Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta 

4,  5  and  6. — Koyal  Thames  National  Regatta 

5  and  6.—  Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

6.— Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta,  Her  Majesty's  Cap 

10. — Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta  commences 

12  and  IS,— Howth  Regatta 

13.— Roral  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

li,— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  Match 

17.  1$.  and  19.— Manchester  and  Salford  Regatta 

IS — Dartmouth  Roval  Regatta 

iK\— Royal  Boston  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

24. — Tdgn  mouth  Regatta 

S$w— H*$tixi£9  Regatta 

2ik— Kot*1  Western  Yacht  Club  Regatta  (Ireland) 

i«w—Tv  rhay  Royal  Regatta 

2*  and  2>ih.— Roval  Northern  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

*K— OyOe  Model  Yacht  Ciub  at  Helensburgh 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  AUGUST. 
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YACHTING  IN  THE  SOLENT. 

As  the  grand  marine  carnival  of  the  season  in  the  Solent  is  now  over, 
a  few  remarks  and  hints  from  a  yachtsman  may  be  acceptable,  and 
for  that  purpose  I  select  your  valuable  Magazine,  as  being  more  per- 
manent than  any  other  channel.  The  Squadron  this  year  did  not 
achieve  its  wonted  success: — the  entries  for  the  Prince  Consort's  Cup 
were  only  three,  viz.  Lalla  Rookh,  schooner  of  125  tons,  Zouave, 
schooner  of  105  tons,  and  the  Gem,  schooner  of  125  tons;  the  latter 
merely  entering  to  make  up  the  match,  and  was  not  present  to  take 
her  station:  the  contest  was  therefore  between  the  former  only.  For 
her  Majesty's  Cup  there  were  only  four  entries,  viz.  the  Lulworth, 
Maritana,  Extravaganza,  and  Caprice,  and  from  the  beginning  it  was 
evident  that  the  Lulworth  would  walk  over  the  course. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  does  not  appear  that  the  object  of 

the  royal  donors  in  giving  the  cups  is  attained, — that  of  encouraging 

improvement  in  yacht  building,  let  the  specimens  emanate  from  any 

b  whatsover.     The  cups  being  given  for  national  purposes,  there- 

e  should  be  open  to  the  nation,  not  confined  to  the  Squadron  exclu- 

?he  Squadron  purse  of  fifty  sovereigns,  (which  was  formerly  one 
idred,)  obtained  five  entries — the  Lulworth,  Zouave,  Wildfire, 
ro.  9. — vol.  vi.  3  b 
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Vestal,  and  Mariquita.  The  conditions,  however,  attached  to  the 
race  were  such  that  the  Wildfire  and  Vestal,  after  taking  their  sta- 
tions, hauled  down  their  racing  colours,  and  left  for  Hyde;  so  that 
there  was  no  match  at  all. 

The  visit  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  French  to  Osborne 
gave  a  great  interest  to  Cowes  during  the  week,  but  the  "afloat" 
portion  of  the  regatta  was  vastly  deficient  when  compared  with  other 
years. 

The  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  regatta,  which  followed  that  of  the 
Squadron,  opened  with  an  unexampled  list  of  entries ;  there  were 
fourteen  first-rate  racers,  thirteen  of  which  started,  and  the  contest 
was  of  the  most  exciting  character.  The  "  Old  Arrow,*'  one  of  Mr. 
Weld's  former  productions,  contested  with  his  new  yacht  Lulworth, 
and  was  of  itself  an  excellent  race,  which  was  further  enhanced  by 
the  Mosquito  running  them  almost  a  dead  heat.  The  struggle  for 
the  mastery  too,  between  the  Quiver  and  Don  Juan,  two  of  the  small 
fry,  was  very  good.  The  Extravaganza  and  the  Emmet  made  up  a 
beautiful  contest.  Another  match  also  attracted  much  attention, 
between  the  Wildfire,  Zouave,  and  Vestal ;  all  of  which  were  con- 
tending strenuously  for  the  supremacy. 

The  adoption  of  half  Acker's  scale  was  a  very  great  improvement; 
and  to  this  alteration  much  of  the  amusement  is  due,  as  it  is  found 
in  practice  that  the  whole  scale  allows  more  time  than  any  yacht  can 
give  another,  as  a  rule ;  while  the  half  gives  enough  to  make  the 
headmost  of  a  necessity  a  winner.  The  liberality  of  the  Victoria 
Club  in  thus  opening  its  chief  prize  to  ofl  clubs,  has  set  a  pattern 
worthy  of  being  followed,  and  the  result  has  been  one  of  the  best 
sailing  matches  upon  record.  Mr.  Weld  winning  the  prize  was  not 
much  relished,  as  that  gentleman  belongs  to  one  club  only — the 
Squadron,  which  keeps  its  chief  prizes  to  itself:  it  was  thought  that 
yachts  of  the  Squadron  should  be  excluded  from  other  club  prizes. 
The  match  for  the  cup  given  by  Mr.  Carew  was  not  of  great  interest 
as  the  Arrow  walked  over  the  course. 

The  great  injury  to  Ryde  as  a  rendezvous  for  yachts  is  the  t_ 

sive  heavy  dues  made  by  the  Pier  Company  for  landing.    For 

stance,  a  boat's  crew  goes  on  shore  for  provisions,  toll  is  deman 

on  going  off  and  again  on  coming  back.     Cannot  the  Club  r 

some  arrangements  with  the  Company  to  rectify  this  nuisance? 

Yachtici 
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TIME  FOR  TONNAGE. 

Somjs  one  has  raised  an  outcry  respecting  time  for  tonnage,  and,  as 
usual  we  may  expect  a  conflict  of  opinion,  for  a  paper  war  has  com- 
menced in  Bed;  each  writer  of  course  thinking  himself  right,  and 
nothing  definite  advanced.  For  years  the  columns  of  that  journal 
have  been  open  to  discussion  on  measurement,— the  Magazine  also 
during  its  five  years'  existence  has  assisted  to  bring  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  yachtsmen,  yet  what  good  has  resulted  therefrom  ?  with 
the  exception  of  the  Olubs  on  the  Thames  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
alteration.  Several  proposed  matches  this  season  were  abandoned 
because  the  owners  of  yachts  and  the  sailing  committees  could  not 
agree  about  the  allowance  of  time.  Through  the  kindness  of  a 
friend  we  obtained  a  few  wrinkles  respecting  the  American  Pleasure 
Navy,  and  one  of  them  enlightens  us  as  to  the  system  adopted  in 
sailing  matches.  It  appears  that  whilst  we  are  considering  they  are 
doing,  for  the  system  advocated  by  the  late  Mr.  Marett,  in  his  work 
Yaehis  and  Yacht  Building,  our  Cousins  have  adopted;  viz.  allowing 
time  by  the  area  of  sail  carried  For  third  class  yachts  carrying 
less  than  2,300  square  feet  of  canvas,  allow  1£  second  per  square 
foot ;  second  class,  carrying  2,300  square  feet  and  upwards,  but  less 
than  3,500,  l£  second  per  square  foot;  and  first  class,  carrying 
3,300  and  upwards,  1  second  per  square  foot — The  allowance  of 
time  is  based  upon  the  mainsail  and  jib  of  sloops,  and  the  mainsail, 
foresail,  and  jib  of  schooners,  and  upon  any  other  duly  measured  sail 
set  during  the  race ;  as  between  sloops  and  schooners  this  allowance 
is  based  upon  nine-tenths  of  the  area  of  the  schooners*  sails. 

Whether  the  Americans  are  right,  we  must  leave  to  more  practi- 
cal hands  to  determine ;  but  we  are  inclined  to  believe  they  are  from 
the  writings  of  the  gentleman  abovenamed;  untrammelled  by  busi- 
ness, and  possessed  of  ample  wealth,  he  devoted  his  time  to  experi- 
ments in  naval  architecture,  consequently  his  opinions  are  deserving 
of  attention.     He  says 

"  The  only  correct  measure  of  a  yacht  for  racing  purposes  is  the  mea- 
smeut  of  the  sails.  Its  great  simplicity  and  practicability  are  only 
ondary  recommendations  to  the  evident  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
adoption,  no  valid  objection  except  that  of  novelty  has  ever  been 
*ed  against  it,  and  the  most  beneficial  results  are  to  be  expected  were 
»  method  of  measurement  applied  to  racing  craft.     This  is  more  par- 


372  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

4 

Ocularly  apparent  when  preparing  a  drawing  for  a  racing  yacht.  The 
first  question  naturally  is,  what  vessel  it  is  required  to  beat,  and  by  what 
means  is  she  to  be  beaten  ?  By  larger  sail -or  by  larger  hull,  or  by 
observing  the  same  dimensions  precisely?  It  never  occurs  to  us  that 
the  end  is  to  be  attained  by  reducing  any  part  of  the  original*  If  the 
sail  is  increased  we  gain  an  advantage  over  our  opponent  which  should 
attract  the  attention  of  the  handicapper  quite  as  much,  or  more  than  an 
increase  in  what  is  settled  to  be  no  longer  a  measure  of  the  hull.  If  with 
smaller  sails  we  outsail  our  rival,  who  can  say  that  an  improvement  in 
the  form  of  the  vessel  is  not  the  cause.  We  have  given  the  owner  a 
yacht  of  equal  siae,  and  of  greater  velocity,  requiring  a  less  crew,  and 
consequently  of  less  cost  to  maintain,  and  with  some  additional  internal 
space* 

"  By  the  present  system  the  attempt  to  improve  is  discountenanced^ 
and  a  set  form  of  vessel  which  is  daily  abused  by  its  promoters  is  forced 
upon  us  ;  and  no  one  yacht  club  is  yet  found  bold  enough  to  originate 
some  substantial  correction  of  a  sytem  which  they  all  acknowledge  to  be 
fundamentally  wrong.  The  only  objection  to  the  measurement  of  the 
area  of  sail  is  that  the  innovation  is  too  great ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  remedy  should  be  proportional  to  the  disease,  and  surely 
the  disease  is  great  enough:  all  half  measures  or  patching  of  bad  one*  are 
of  little  or  no  avail;  it  has  and  will  only  beget  fresh  evasions,  to  be  met 
by  fresh  alterations,  without  in  any  way  producing  yachts  constructed 
on  better  principles  than  those  we  have  at  present 

"  It  may  be  considered  doubtful  whether  the  actual  sails  could  be  mea- 
sured, and  therefore  a  method  of  approximating  to  the  correct  area  has 
been  suggested  ;  but  there  can  be  no  difficulty  about  measuring  the  sails 
themselves,  and  in  so  doing  it  is  a  question  whether  the  largest  topsail 
and  the  largest  jib  should  be  included  ;  by  including  them  balloon  sails 
would  cease  to  appear,  and  when  a  yacht  of  any  different  rig  than  the 
usual  cutter  or  schooner  ventured  to  race,  she  would  contend  on  equal 
terms  as  to  sail  at  least;  or  if,  as  is  frequently  the  .case,  some  yachtsman 
would  start  his  vessel,  well  knowing  her  powers  in  sailing  to  windward ; 
but  also  aware  that  without  balloon  sails  his  hardly  contested  laurels 
would  be  snatched  from  him  by  some  sailing  machine  that  can  double 
his  spread  of  canvas  when  before  the  wind,  then  the  oversailed  clipper 
must  allow  his  adversary  "  time'9  in  proportion  to  the  additional  si 
else  not  hoist  it. 

"One  of  the  prominent  advantages  of  the  adoption  of  the  sail  mu 
ment  is,  that  the  most  difficult  questions  in  match  sailing  would 
with  an  easy  solution.     When  the  number  of  crew  is  proportional  *- 
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work  to  be  done,  or  in  other  words,  to  the  sail  they  would  have  to  set 
and  work,  there  oould  arise  no  dispute  on  this  head.  Again,  the  allow- 
ance of  time  for  additional  siae  can  be  so  admirably  arranged  when  the 
area  of  sail  is  the  racing  measure  of  size,  that  when  once  a  good  time 
table  was  established  all  trouble  or  annoyance  on  this  score  would  be 
obviated.  Unless  there  is  an  allowance  of  time  for  size,  the  sail  measure 
loses  half  of  its  evident  advantage,  and  the  races  their  interest ;  with  it, 
yachts  of  different  siaes  and  rigs  can  contend  in  the  same  race  with  a 
lair  chance  of  winning ;  without  it,  only  one  siae  of  yacht  can  have  a 
chance." 

The  New  York  Yacht  Club  having  offered  for  competition  the  Cup 
which  the  late  Commodore  Stevens  won  with  the  America,  it  will  be 
a  fine  opportunity  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  foregoing,  as  the 
first  contest  will  be,  of  course,  on  the  Hudson. 

New  York,  U.S.A.  July  20M.,  1657. 

Sims.— 1  am  directed  to  inform  the  Members  of  your  Association  that  the 
One  Hundred  Guinea  Cup,  won  by  the  yacht  America  at  Cowes,  England, 
August  22nd,  1851,  at  the  Regatta  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  as  a  prize 
offered  to  yachts  of  all  nations,  baa  been  presented  to  the  New  York  Yacht 
Club,  subject  to  the  following  conditions,  viz : — 

14  Any  organized  yacht  clnb  of  any  foreign  country  shall  always  be  entitled, 
through  any  or  more  of  its  members,  to  claim  the  right  of  sailing  a  match 
for  this  cup,  with  any  yacht  or  other  vessel,  of  not  less  than  30,  or  more  than 
800  tons,  measured  by  the  custom-house  rule  of  the  country  to  which  the 
vessel  belongs. 

"The  parties  desiring  to  sail  for  the  cup  may  make  any  match  with  the 
yacht  club  in  possession  of  the  same  that  may  be  determined  upon  by  mutual 
consent;  but  in  .case  of  disagreement  as  to  terms,  the  match  shall  be  sailed 
over  the  usual  course  for  the  annual  regatta  of  the  yacht  club  in  possession 
of  the  cup,  and  subject  to  its  rules  and  sailing  regulations ;  the  challenging 
party  being  bound  to  give  six  months  notice,  in  writing,  fixing  the  day  they 
wish  to  start, — this  notice  to  embrace  the  length,  custom-house  measure- 
ment, rig,  and  name  of  the  vessel. 

"  It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  cup  is  to  be  the  property  of  the 
Club,  and  not  of  the  members  thereof,  or  owners  of  the  vessel  winning  it  in 
a  match,  and  that  the  condition  of  keeping  it  open  to  be  sailed  for  by  yacht 
dobs  of  all  foreign  countries,  upon  the  terms  above  laid  down,  shall  for  ever 

tach  to  it,  thus  making  it  perpetually  a  challenge  cup  for  friendly  compe- 

ion  between  the  foreign  countries. 

44  The  New  York  Yacbt  Club  having  accepted  the  gift  with  the  conditions 

ove  expressed,  consider  this  a  fitting  occasion  to  present  the  subject  to  the 

icht  clubs  of  all  nations,  and  invoke  from  them  a  spirited  contest  for  the 
hampionship,  and  trust  that  it  may  be  the  source  of  continued  friendly 
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strife  between  the  institutions  of  this  description  throughout  the  world,  and 
therefore  request  that  this  communication  may  be  laid  before  your  members 
at  their  earliest  meeting,  and  earnestly  invite  a  friendly  competition  for  the 
possession  of  the  prize,  tendering  to  any  gentleman  who  may  favour  us  with 
a  visit,  and  who  may  enter  into  the  contest,  a  liberal,  hearty  welcome,  and 

the  strictest  fair  play. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Bloodgood, 
Secretary  New  York  Yacht  Club. 


THE  REGATTA. 

The  morning  breaks  upon  the  summer  sea, 

Whose  billows  in  the  light  are  swelling  free, 

Beneath  the  influence  of  the  southern  breeze 

That  with  the  tide  is  rising  by  degrees. 

O'er  the  blue  waters,  scattered  near  and  far, 

(A  sight  to  cheer  the  heart  of  any  tar), 

The  gay  and  graceful  yachts  at  anchor  lie, 

Prepared  this  day  their  sailing  powers  to  try; 

The  builder's  craft  and  seaman's  skill  are  shewn, 

To  win  a  prise  peculiarly  their  own. 

The  gentlemen  of  England  here  are  bent 

To  contest  on  their  guardian  element ; 

Her  seamen  brave  and  bold  are  met  to  prove 

Their  skill  and  daring  in  the  life  they  love. 

The  signal  gun  from  the  bold  Commodore 

Booms  o'er  the  sea  and  echoes  round  the  shore ; 

The  yachts  take  up  their  places,  and  again 

The  gun  is  heard — away  they  start  amain. 

How  gracefully,  how  gallantly  they  glide 

Through  the  blue  waters,  gaily  as  a  bride 

In  marriage  robes  arrayed, — they  tack,  they  veer 

Skim  into  distance,  and  anon  draw  near ; 

Each  various  feat  of  seamanship  they  try, 

Moving  like  things  of  fagry  lightly  by, 

Until  the  gallant  craft,  most  aptly  planned, 

Or  handled  the  most  ably,  as  best  manned. 

Regains  the  starting  point,  and  to  the  gun 

Bears  witness  far  around  of  victory  won; 

And  the  hurrahs  of  all  her  lusty  crew 

Show  how  they  share  the  meed  of  honour  due. 

Such  is  one  race,  and  others  are  the  same, 

Noble  aspirants  for  aquatic  fame  ; 

They  help  to  nurture,  strengthen,  and  improve 

The  taste  for  the  profession  Britons  love. 

Woe,  woe  that  day,  if  e'er  that  day  shall  come, 

When  Englishmen  are  not  at  sea  at  home  ; 

Then  shall  their  glory  set,  their  flag  be  furled 

That  floated  hath  so  long  triumphant  round  the  world. 

Hyde,  August,  1857.  .  Yaci.l 
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BT  ▲  VBTBRAX  YACHTSMAN. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  preceding  the  one  appointed  for  the  baptism 
of  the  child,  there  was  duly  sent  to  the  villa  a  box  of  the  most  beautiful 
workmanship,  containing  the  service  of  plate  intended  for  presentation, 
each  piece  bore  a  suitable  inscription,  besides  the  name  of  the  donor, 
"  Carlos, "  which  was  also  to  be  that  of  the  infant. 

On  the  eventful  morning  the  strangers'  awaited  with  impatience  the 
summons  to  be  presented:  the  countess  in  the  meanwhile  was  super- 
intending preparations  in  the  drawing-room,  that  being  now  fitted  up 
with  all  the  splendour  of  a  Catholic  altar.  The  Abbe  and  Scalpalini  had 
arrived,  the  servants  of  the  household  were  summoned,  and  soon  all  was 
in  readiness  save  the  presence  of  the  strangers.  The  doctor  was  now 
deputed  to  conduct  the  latter  hither— he  accordingly  betook  himself  to 
their  apartments,  situated  at  some  little  distance  from  those  of  the  coun- 
tess, which  being  of  modern  construction  had  been,  so  to  speak,  isolated 
from  the  ancient  part  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  wrecked  guests, 
and  after  traversing  a  court  with  high  walls  (so  built  to  exclude  the  sun) 
they  entered  the  modern  part  of  the  structure,  and  ascended  a  flight  of 
magnificent  marble  steps  to  a  gallery  adorned  with  pictures  by  the  first 
masters;  from  this  gallery,  which  was  formed  by  the  sides  of  the  quad- 
rangier  court  before  spoken  of— the  different  suites  of  apartments  opened: 
these  however  were  not  all  furnished,  as  the  villa  being  but  a  recent  pur- 
chase of  Scalpaltni's,  he  was  only  required  by  the  countess  to  fit  up  a  few 
rooms  for  her  temporary  accommodation.  This  explains  why  the  two 
gentlemen  occupied  the  rooms  of  part  of  the  old  building  which  still  re- 
tained its  ancient  furniture. 

Scalpalini  having  ascertained  the  names  and  title  of  the  latter  pre- 
ceded them  for  the  purpose  of  introduction;  on  arriving  therefore  at  the 
door  of  the  drawing-room,  he  announced  the  Count  Carlos  — —  of 
Seville." 

Holy  Virgin!"  exclaimed  Bianca,  who  stood  just  within  the  door 
«  he  apartment,  and  first  caught  sight  of  the  Count — "  Your  husband, 
"     ladylw 

.  shriek  from  the  countess — and  she  fell  insensible  on  the  floor— 

*  Concluded  from  page  827. 
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At  this  moment  the  duenna  became  aware  that  the  count's  companion 
was  none  other  than  young  Mildred,  the  father  of  the  babe  thin  uncon- 
sciously sleeping  in  its  splendid  bassinet  close  to  where  the  countess  had 
fallen,  and  comprehending  with  her  usual  quickness  of  perception  the  pe- 
rilous position  he  was  now  placed  in,  foreseeing  too  that  ensuing  explan- 
ations would  in  all  probability  cost  him  his  life— *he  adroitly  exclaimed, 
"  For  Heaven's  sake,  Senhor,  run  into  the  adjoining  room  for  the  sal 
volatile."  And  on  pretence  of  pointing  out  the  apartment  she  followed 
Mildred  into  the  corridor,  whispered  into  his  ear— "Fly!  fly!  for  the 
sake  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  or  you  are  a  dead  man  1"-— and  then  returned 
to  the  drawing-room  to  the  assistance  of  her  mistress.*  The  Abbe,  the 
doctor,  and  several  female  attendants,  all  busied  in  assisting  to  restore 
her.  The  count  stood  over  the  bassinet  looking  upon  the  sleeping  child, 
by  his  side  was  placed  a  work  table,  on  which  was  deposited  the  small 
cabinet  of  plate  intended  to  have  been  presented  to  his  godson.  The 
unhappy  husband  had  no  sooner  caught  sight  of  Bianca  on  her  re-entry 
into  the  room  than  he  sprang  at  her  like  a  tiger,  and  seizing  her  by 
both  of  her  hands  demanded  in  a  voice  of  thunder,— 

"  Accursed  hag!  who  is  the  father  of  this  brat?" 

The  terrified  duenna  shrieked  out — "  For  the  sake  of  the  blessed  Vir- 
gin be  patient  Senhor,  and  the  countess  will  explain,— in  the  meantime 
let  us  dismiss  the  servants  and  await  her  restoration." 

"  Thou  faithless  wretch!  that  I  trusted  to  guard  mine,  honor!  Dost 
think,"  said  the  count,  "  that  HI  await  to  hear  from  her  lips  the  name 

of  the  serpent  who  has  thus  dishonoured  me— say  this  instant,  or n 

at  this  moment  the  countess  was  heard  to  heave  a  deep  sigh,  and  she 
faintly,  and  perhaps  unconsciously,  pronounced  the  name  of  "  Mildred," 
little  thinking  that  he  it  was,  who  but  a  few  seconds  since  was  about  to 
be  ushered  into  her  presence  to  assist  as  a  sponsor  to  his  own  child. 

"  Ah!"  said  the  startled  count  as  he  heard  that  name  spoken,  "  what 
knows  my  wrecked  companion  of  this  business?  By  Heavens!— -he's 
not  in  the  room!"  and  turning  round  sharply  the  injured  husband  be- 
held irom  an  open  window  young  Mildred  flying  towards  the  sea  coast. 
Conviction  now  became  strong  as  Holy  Writ:  with  the  speed  of  the 
lightnings'  flash  the  now  infuriated  husband  seized  from  the  case  on  the 
table,  a  silver  fruit  fork  on  which  was  engraven,  as  we  have  before  wZA 
the  word  "  Carlos."  The  priest  looked  terror  struck,  and  made  a  sli 
movement  towards  the  count— 

"  Holy  Father  approach  me  not,"  said  he,  "  I  promised  to  nam* 
child,  that  promise  1  now  redeem." 

The  purport  of  the  enraged  count  began  now  to  be  suspected,  ar 
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attempt  ww  m«de  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  fatal  fork,  but  before  this, 
could  be  effected  he  bad  struck  it  deeply  into  the  temple  of  the  sleeping 
babe,  exciaimingj«  Tbug  heseborn  brat  J  stamp  'Carlos'  upon  % 
brain."  And  with  a  desperate  swing  of  his  arms  ha  cleared  a  passage 
through  the  paralysed  and  horror  stricken  spectators— rushed  madly 
down  the  marble  staircase,  and  before  toy  one  had  presence  of  mind  to 
pursue  him  he  we*  lost  to  their  view* 

The  injuredjcount  however  determined  to  punish  Mildred,  said  for  this 
purpose  heghad  rushed  hastily  to  his  apartment,  seized  a  pair  of  pistols 
from  their  case,  and  was  now  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  youth. 

The  object  of  Mildred  was  to  reach  the  beach  and  to  push  off  to  sea 
in  some  boat,  when,  if  successful,  he  hoped  to  regain  sufficient  composure 
to  devise  a'plan  for  his  future  safety;  but  the  fates  were  against  him,  as 
on  arriving  breathless  en  the  sea  shore  not  a  boat  could  be  obtained,  as 
from  the  fineness  of  thegmcurning  they  had  put  tp  sea  either  for  pleasure 
or  to  fish; — judge  then,  reader,  of  his  dismay,  when  before  he  had  time 
for  deliberation  as  to  future  proceedings,  the  infuriated  count  rushed 
upon  him  with  a  loaded  pistol  in  either  bend. 

"  Villain!"  exclaimed  the  count,  "  it  were  a  virtue  to  kill  thee  like  a 
dog."       . 

The^unhappy  youth  spoke  not  a  word,  but  wrung  his  hands  in  despair 
as  he  cast  an  appealing  look  for  mercy  upon  the  count,  and  then  with 
uplifted  face  he^appeared  to  ejaculate  a  short  prayer. 

"  Thine  hour'is  come,"  said  the  oount,  "  and  perhaps  mine  own  also; 
but  to  me  lifejwould  be  a  curse  after  thy  baseness. — Step  out  six  paces 
.backwards!'1     This  was  said  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  as  he  presented  the 
muzzle  of  a  cocked  pistol  to  Mildred.     The  youth  obeyed. 

The  count  now  retreated  backwards  a  similar  number  of  paces.  The 
parties  therefore  stood  feeing  each  ether  at  twelve  paces  distant, — but 
Mildred  was. unarmed. 

"  Is  there  no  hope  of  mercy,"— at  length  gasped  the  youth,  as  he 
Stood  before  the  pistols  of  the  count;  and  imagined  that  the  latter  pro- 
posed making  a  target  of  him,  "Remember,"  added  Mildred,  "  I  knew 
you  not  as  the  husband  of  the  countess,  when  it  was  my  misfortune  to 
become  acquainted  with  her;-- will  not  this  circumstance  admit  of  some 
mitigation  of  the  rigorous  measures  you  are  now  about  to  take." 

!  Dost  think  I  design  to  murder  thee!"  replied  the  count,  "  No,  no — 
fcve  taken  into  consideration  as  much  as  an  injured  husband  should 
and  have  determined  thai  we  cannot  both  survive, — that  is,  you  after 

it  crime,*or  myself  after  my  dishonour:— mark,  therefore,  with  your 
the  place  you  are  now  standing  in,  and  receive  one  of  these  pistols, 
o.  9.— ^vol.  vi.  3  c 
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Come,  sir,  no  hesitation: — the  only  mitigation  I  can  permit  is  that  you 
shall  have  an  equal  chance  of  shooting  me;  and  observe,  if  I  find  that 
you  have  not  fired  at  me,  I  shall  consider  you  as  adding  insult  to  injury, 
and  my  revenge  will  be  two-fold.9' 

Mildred  seeing  no  chance  of  turning  the  count's  purpose  reluctantly 
advanced,  and  received  the  pistol  from  the  latter.     It  was  thereupon 
settled  after  the  youth  returned  to  his  position  that  one— two— three 
four— five!  was  to  be  counted  by  Carlos,  and  when  the  latter  number 
was  called  both  to  fire  simultaneously. 

Two  minutes  later  both  lay  dead  on  the  beach,  but  it  is  due  to  Mil- 
dred to  say,  that  before  his  last  gasp  he  stated  to  the  party  arrived  in 
pursuit  of  the  count,  "  that  his  pistol  went  off  accidentally,  it  being  his 
intention  (notwithstanding  the  count's  threat)  to  fire  in  the  air." 

Thus  in  one  short  hour  three  lives  had  been  sacrificed  to  the  avarice 
of  sordid  parents  who  would  insist  on  the  unnatural  alliance  of  May  and 
December. 

As  to  the  countess  she  remained  delirious  for  many  weeks,  and  on 
her  recovery  retired  to  the  convent  over  which  the  Abbe  we  have  spoken 
of  presides. 

We  have,  in  stating  the  circumstance  of  the  shipwreck  by  fire,  and 
the  falling  in  with  the  ship  I.  Puritani,  accounted  for  the  Count  Carlos 
having  been  driven  on  the  coast  where  his  countess  was  residing,  and  it 
is  needless  to  observe  that  young  Mildred  was  one  of  the  passengers  who 
embarked  from  Gibraltar  in  the  ill-fated  ship. 
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This  event  came  off  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  August,  and  was  well 
attended  by  the  crack  yachts;  and  the  result  was  two  days  of  excellent 
sport,  great  difficulty  existed  here,  as  well  as  at  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Regattas,  in  giving  an  accurate  account  of  the  doings  of  the  contending1 
yachts,  in  consequence  of  no  steamer  being  chartered  to  follow  them. 
We  feel  assured  that  the  members  of  the  club,  as  well  as  their  friends 
would  cheerfully  support  such  a  conveyance,  and  why  the  plan  of  the 
London  clubs  is  not  followed  we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine.     Ho*"***** 
none  appeared,  and  therefore,  as  only  the  indefatigable  agent  of  B 
Life  adopted  the  laborious  task  of  passing  and  repassing  by  the 
steamers  that  ply  between   Cowes  and  Southampton,  we  mut 
ourselves  of  his  account. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Purse  t. 
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for  yachts  of  any  rig  or  tonnage,  belonging  to  a  Royal  Yacht  Club. 
Ackers'  scale. 

For  this  thirteen  yachts  entered,  but  only  the  following  started:— 

Numbered  a$  in  Hunt 9  Universal  Yacht  List /or  1857. 


No. 


1095 
1096 
3S6 
625 
697 
213 
327 
72 


Yachts*  Name*. 


Vestal 

Wildfire 

Extravaganza 

Lai  worth. 

Mosquito 

Cyclone 

Emmet. 

Alma 


Rig. 

Tom. 

schooner 

74 

schooner 

57 

cutter 

43 

cutter 

80 

cutter 

50 

cutter 

41 

cutter 

27 

sloop 

31 

Owner*. 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 

J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 

»ir  Percy  Shelley,  Bart, 

J.  Weld,  Esq. 

T.  Groves,  Esq. 

W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 

E.  Gibson,  Esq. 

R.  A.  Mangin,Esq. 


The  Arrow,  Mariquita,  Phantom-and  Thought  were  entered  but  did 
not  start. 

The  course  was  from  the  station-vessel  moored  off  the  pier,  down  the 
river,  round  Calshot  light  Teasel  and  the  buoys  of  the  Brambles,  leaving 
all  on  the  starboard  hand,  thence  to  round  the  starting  vessel,  leaving  it 
on  the  port  hand.     Thrice  round;  distance,  at  least  sixty  miles. 

The  starting  gun  fired  at  lOh.  80m.  and  the  Vestal  went  off  with 
the  lead,  closely  followed  by  the  others  in  order  above  named-— wind 
W.S.W.  They  started  with  their  mainsails  up,  and  were  soon  under  a 
press  of  canvas,  Lul worth  speedily  passed  Extravaganza  and  Wildfire, 
in  this  order  they  neared  the  light-vessel,  when  they  prepared  to  haul 
their  wind.  The  exact  time  of  passing  the  light  vessel  could  not  be 
noted  owing  to  the  distance,  but  at  llh.  22m.,  the  Wildfire  was  leading 
round  the  east  buoy  of  the  Brambles.  The  Mosquito  (apparently)  close 
to  her  heels,  from  hence  they  had  a  beating  match  round  the  southward 
of  the  Brambles.  Mosquito  passed  the  Wildfire,  and  Lulworth  became 
the  leading  vessel.  We  had  now  reached  the  West  Bramble,  and, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  captain  of  the  Gem  steamer,  we  were  ena- 
bled to  note  their  time  on  passing  the  Red  Buoy: — 


h.  m.  s. 

Lulworth 11  40  45 

Mosquito., 11  43  31 

Wildfire 11  44    8 


h.  m.  s. 

Vestal 11  47  50 

Extravaganza.  11  54  0 


h.  m.  s. 

Cyclone 11  54  30 

Emmet* 11  54  50 


he  Vestal,  on  nearing  the  Brambles,  was  necessitated  to  make  a 

ri  tack  to  weather  the  buoy  with  safety,  by  which  she  lost  a  couple 

minutes.      The  cutters  which  followed  in  her  wake  appeared  to 

ve  overreached  themselves  when  passing  Old  Castle  Point.     It  then 

ame  a  close  match  between  the  Extravaganza,  Cyclone,  and  Emmet; 


360  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

at  times  ft  wm  difficult  to  My  which  had  the  lead.  On  turning  owr 
glass  towards  the  Wildfire,  we  observed  something  had  befallen  her 
when  between  the  flag-buoy  and  the  Spit,  the  hating  wore  round  oat  of 
her  track,  and  after  tome  little  delay  continued  her  course.  We  safaeev 
quently  ascertained  that  while  one  of  the  hands  waa  casting  off  the  stops 
of  the  bonnet  of  her  foresail  he  accidently  fell  overboard,  the  Wildfire 
put  about  for  him,  having  previously  thrown  to  him  a  tife-buoy;  a  small 
vessel,  the  Eaglet,  however,  picked  him  up.  The  Wildfire  having 
ascertained  that  the  man  was  saved,  continued  her  course.  From  tfce 
Brambles  the  yachts  kept  an  ay  for  the  Spit,  and  eventually  completed 
the  first  round  of  the  course  ns  follows:— 

h.  m.  t.  j  h.  m.  a.  h.  m.  a. 


Lulworth 12  fS    5    Wildfire 12  29  45 

Mosquito 12  28  45  |  Vestal. 12  31     6 


Emmet 12  4*  18 


The  other  yachts  were  not  timed,  having  given  up  all  further  idem  of 
contesting.  After  rounding  the  starting  vessel,  the  above  yachts  eon- 
tinned  their  course  for  the  second  round;  the  Lulworth  having  a  good 
lead  of  the  Mosquito,  whereas  the  Wildfire  and  Vestal  kept  each  other 
company.  About  lh.  15m.  we  again  fell  in  with  them  off  the  Cakhot, 
the  Lutworth  leading  by  a  about  aeouple  of  miles  of  the  Mosquito,  and 
the  latter  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  the  Vestal  and  Wildfire;  while 
the  Emmet  was  off  Fawley,  wending  her  way  by  herself.  On  approach* 
ing  the  committee  vessel  on  the  second  round,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
interest  and  excitement  of  the  spectators  as  the  yachts  stood  through 
the  maze  of  shipping,  the  Mosquito  staggering  under  her  jib-headed 
topsail,  and  foaming  like  a  mad  dog*  On  the  second  and  last  round  we 
timed  them  as  under:—- 


Lulworth 
wildfire  • 
Vestal ... 
Mosquito 


Second  Bound.  Third  Bound. 


h.  m.  s. 

2  18  SI 

S  86  » 

2  26  47 

2  80  82 


h.  m.  s. 
4  14  20 
4  88  69 
4     25     15 

4    97    32 


On  the  arrival  of  the  yachts  at  the  goal  a  protest  was  lodged  against 
the  Wildfire,  inasmuch  that  she  did  not  return  with  the  same  number  of 
hands  she  left  with;  the  objection,  acettrding  to  the  rules  and  regaled  Mm 
was  fatal,  and  the  committee  appear  to  have  had  no  alternative  1»"*  **» 
pass  the  "Plate"  over  to  the  Vestal  as  the  msxt  vessel  in  by  time* 
(She  trivial  accident— that  the  man  was  saved,  out  not  on  board  tne  ^ 
fire,  lost  her  the  well-earned  prise.    This  decision  was  not  arrived  at 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  following  Monday* 

cond  match:— Hie  Club  Parse  of  485,  for  camera,  yai 
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•bops,  not  exceeding  12  toot;  time  race,  one  minute  per  too;  entrance 
fee  for  neo-tnecneers  16s. ;  time  of  starting  two  boon  before  bigb  water; 
from  tbe  starting  vessel  off  the  Town  Quay,  down  the  river,  round  the 
Melampue  frigate  moored  off  Netiey  Hospital,  leaving  it  on  the  starboard 
hand,  then  ronad  the  starting  vessel,  leaving  it  on  the  port  band;  thrioe 
round.    The  following  were  the  entries  for  this  unfortunate  match. 

AVmlerttf  <m  mi  H«*f»  Univer$al  Ymht  Littfor  1857. 


Mow 


Yacfatf  Nftmw. 


260{Don  Juan.— ...».»..— ».», 

809 

653 


P* 

Maseppa 


Big. 


cutter 
cotter 


Tom. 


10 
7 

12 


W.  Cooper,  Esq. 
Cant  WigeaU 
C.  Bromley,  Esq. 


The  Quiver  entered,  not  having  returned  from  London  could  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  match;  and  it  appeared  the  Maseppa  was  very  indifferent 
about  taking  part  in  the  contest,  and  only  started  to  make  a  match.  At 
12h.  30m.  the  three  tittle  craft  were  started;  shortly  afterwards  the 
Maseppa  gave  in,  leaving  the  match  to  the  Don  Juan  and  Pip.  Thus 
the  two  little  pets  proceeded,  accompanied  by  some  other  of  the  Mos- 
quito fleet,  and  staggered  onward  as  if  for  death  or  glory.  Don  Juan 
took  the  lead,  and  kept  it,  rounding  the  Malampus  about  four  minutes 
in  advance  of  Pip;  and  when  on  their  return,  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
frigate,  the  ballast  of  the  Pip,  which  was  trimmed  to  windward,  by  some 
means  fell  to  leeward,  and  the  yessel  immediately  capsized  and  sunk. 
Don  Juan,  observing  the  disaster,  gallantly  hove  about,  and  bore  up  to 
tender  assistance  to  the  struggling  crew.  Fortunately  other  boats  were 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  accident  and  proceeded  to  tbe  rescue.  The  Zeuxo, 
W.  Fox,  Esq.,  coming  up,  succeeded  in  rescuing  two  of  the  crew,,  and  a 
boat  horn  the  man-of-war,  picked  up  another  one,  but  tbe  fourth  man, 
(James  Jurd,of  lichen  Ferry)  went  down  in  the  yacht.  He  had,  it 
appears,  gone  into  the  cuddy  at  the  moment  for  something,  and  was 
drowned.  The  Don  Juan  afterwards  sailed  over  the  remainder  of  the 
course,  and  the  prize  was  awarded  to  her.  The  melancholy  accident 
caused  a  gloom  and  sensation  over  the  neighbourhood  immediately  on 
tbe  intelligence  reaching  Southampton.  On  Sunday  the  body  was  picked 
up  by  Ben  Parker.  Jurd  was  an  industrious  young  man,  and  the  sup- 
nort  of  a  widowed  mother.  His  father  was  drowned  in  the  neighbour- 
K>d  about  ten  years  ago.  We  haye  been  assured  that  the  bereaved 
other  will  be  cared  for  by  Captain  Wigsell. 

There  were  some  minor  amusements  during  the  afternoon,  but  there 
is  a  general  gloom  owing  to  the  accident  which  marred  all  the  plea- 
re  of  tbe  day,  verifying  the  seaman's  adage,  that   "  Friday  is  an 
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unlucky  day."  In  the  evening  the  regatta  ball  took  place  at  the  Cfab 
House,  and  was  well  patronised  by  the  members,  and  elite  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Saturday. — First  Prise  for  Her  Majesty's  Cap,  value  100  guineas, 
for  yachts  of  any  rig  or  tonnage  belonging  to  members  of  the  R.S.  Y.C. 
Ackers9  Scale.  For  which  there  were  ten  entries,  but  owing  to  the  stiff 
breeze  and  squally  appearance  of  the  weather,  the  Quiver,  Thought, 
Maseppa  and  Emmet  were  withdrawn,  leaving  the  following  yachts  to 
contest  for  the  honortrf  obtaining  the  regal  gift:— 

Numbered  at  in  Htmft  Univereal  Yacht  List  for  1857* 


Mo. 

58 

1095 

1096 

213 

697 

326 


YacbU'  Name*. 


Arrow 

Wildfire 

Vestal 

Cyclone. 

Mosquito 

Extravaganza.. 


Big. 

Tom 

cutter 

102 

schooner 

57 

schooner 

74 

cutter 

41 

cutter 

50 

cutter 

48 

Own  an. 


T.  Chamberlayne,  Btq. 
J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
V7.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 
Sir  P.  Shelley,  Bart. 


Course  from  the  starting  vessel  round  the  Calshot  Light-vessel  leaving 
it  on  the  starboard  hand,  thence  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  off  Tar- 
mouth,  thence  passing  Cowes  to  the  eastward,  round  the  East  Buoy  of 
the  Stourbridge,  leaving  it  on  the  port  hand,  and  passing  inside  the 
Calshot  Light  Vessel,  thence  to  the  goal. 

There  was  a  strong  breeze  from  W.N.W.,  to  N.W.,  about  equal  to 
that  of  the  day  previous,  and  considerable  excitement  was  manifested. 
The  old  Arrow  appeared  to  be  the  favorite,  but  it  was  generally  imagined 
that  it  would  be  impossible  on  such  a  course  with  the  prevailing  wind  to 
allow  her.  formidable  antagonist,  the  Mosquito,  21m.  80s.,  to  Wildfire, 
57  ton  schooner,  classed  as  a  35  ton  cutter,  31m.  45s.;  Vestal,  74  ton 
schooner,  as  a  39  ton  cutter,  28m.  Mosquito  to  allow  Wildfire  10m. 
25s.;  and  to  Vestal  7m.  25s.;  Vestal  to  allow  Wildfire  only  3m. 

Everything  being  in  readiness  the  starting  gun  was  fired  at  lOh.  25m. 
and  got  away  in  the  following  order,  the  Wildfire  taking  the  lead, 
closely  pursued  by  the  Arrow:  then  followed  Vestal,  Cyclone,  and  Mos- 
quito.    With  some  trifling  alterations  they  proceeded  down  the  river, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calshot  we  fell  in  with  the  Arrow  having 
the  lead  of  the  fleet.     The  whole  of  them  had  passed  the  Cr]-k~* 
Light  vessel,  and  were  turning  to  the  westward  to  the  northward 
Brambles,  and  working  down  to  the  westward,  keeping  as  net 
dent  to  the  shore  in  Standsore  Bay.     At   llh.  40m.  Arrov 
starboard  tack,  Mosquito,  Vestal,  Wildfire,  on  the  opposite  tack ;  Cy< 
last      The  sight  was  exciting,  particularly  between  the  Ar*^— 
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Mosquito,  each  making  tack  for  tack,  and  holding  well  together,  the 
Arrow  maintaining  her  lead  by  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dead  to  wind- 
ward ;  Vestal  and  Wildfire  keeping  also  together.  On  reaching  off 
shore  Wildfire  went  about  and  weathered  the  Vestal.  The  remainder 
of  the  flood  was  against  them.  The  Cyclone  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
chance  from  the  respectable  station  she  kept,  and  subsequently  in  the 
West  Channel  slie  carried  away  her  main  halliard  hook,  which  brought 
the  strain  upon  the  lashing,  which  then  also  gave  way,  and  widened  the 
distance  between  her  and  the  other  yachts.  There  being  no  steamer  to 
accompany  them  down  the  West  Channel,  our  only  alternative  was 
patiently  to  wait  their  return  through  Cowes.  In  this  we  were  not 
disappointed,  and  certainly  it  was  a  pretty  sight  as  the  yachts  passed 
through  the  roadstead  under  a  crowd  of  canvas,  Mosquito  with  her  huge 
ballooner  and  gaff  topsail  apparently  having  as  much  canvas  set  as  would 
make  a  suit  for  all  the  Arrow's  put  together  ;  Wildfire,  with  her  large 
square  sail,  and  the  Vestal  with  her  staysail.  In  this  manner  they 
passed  Cowes: — 


h.  m.  s 

Arrow * 2  15    0 

Mosquito 2  16    0 


h.  no.   s. 

Vestal 2  29    0 

Wildfire 2  31    0 


On  closing  Old  Castle  Point  there  was  lm.  27s.  between  the  Arrow 
and  Mosquito.  With  the  fair  wind  they  proceeded  to  the  eastward  in 
similar  order,  and  on  nearing  the  Stourbridge  buoy  they  severally  took 
the  precaution  to  make  all  snug  previous  to  rounding  it,  which  was 
effected  by  jibing  round  in  the  following  order  and  time ;— » 


h.  m    s. 

Arrow 3  10    0 

Mosquito 3  12  15 


h.  m.  a. 

Vestal 3  26    0 

Wildfire 3  28  30 


The  Mosquito  shifted  her  topsail  before  rounding  the  buoy*  They 
now  hauled  their  wind,  and  laid  their  course  for  Southampton  on  the 
port  tack,  and,  without  anything  worthy  of  remark,  they  severally  reached 
the  goal  as  follows : —  > 


h.  m.  s. 

Arrow.. 4  26  52 

Mosquito 4  33  19 


h.  m.  s. 

Vestal 4  45     8 

Wildfire 4  49  16 


"he  Mosquito  losing  by  6m.  27s.  on  the  Arrow,  but  gaining  by  time 

t.  53s. ;  the  cup  was  accordingly  awarded  to  her. 

Vhile  the  above  interesting  match  was  proceeded  with,  the  second 

ch  was  started. 

nze  of  £15  for  boats  (not  yachts),  belonging  to  the  port  of  South- 
ton,  not  exceeding  22  feet  keel ;  first  boat  £6,  second  boat   £4. 
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third  £8,  fourth  £2,  fifth  £1;  time  not,  om  minute  per  foot  allowed. 
The  following  started  for  the  same:— Centipede,  21ft,,  T.  Paskius, 
Arrow,  21ft.,  W.  Diaper,  Neverflineh,  21ft.,  T.  Gibbon*  Vampire,  20ft. 
B.  Parker,  Gianoe,  20ft.,  U.  Parker.  The  Glance  was  sailed  by  Mr. 
Hatcher,  her  builder,  and  the  other  boats  by  their  respective  owners. 
At  12h,  80m.  they  were  started  on  the  usual  course  for  the  small  boa£s» 
Neverflineh  with  the  lead,  which  she  kept  until  the  third  round,  when 
she  was  passed  by  the  Centipede  just  before  rounding  the  M^tropm^ 
and  eventually  won  by  IJm.,  each  of  the  others  winning  their  respec- 
tive prises  by  time  with  a  few  seconds  to  spare. 

During  the  absence  of  the  yachts  rowing  and  duck  hunting  amused 
the  spectators. 

A  dinner  at  the  club-house  was  presided  over  by  the  Commodore,  the 
Earl  of  Cardigan,  who  was  well  supported  by  the  members  and  their 
friends. 


SWANSEA  REGATTA. 


Ths  annual  recurrence  of  the  regatta  days  is  looked  forward  to  with 
interest  by  nearly  all  classes  among  us,  and  when  the  weather  proves 
favorable,  thousands  are  attracted  to  our  beautiful  bay  to  witness  the 
sports.  Such  has  been  the  case,  this  year.  The  weather  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  the  3rd  and  4th  of  August,  was  delightfully  fine,  and  the 
number  of  spectators  on  both  days  was  immense. 

The  stewards  of  the  regatta  were— -the  Mayor  of  Swansea  (J.  Oak- 
shot,)  Esq.,  E.  Kvans,  Esq.  (Mayor  of  Neath),  H.  H.  Vivian,  Esq.  M.P., 
L.  L.  Dillwyn,  Esq.  m.p.,  Capt.  Crewe  Bead,  mw.,  Messrs.  S.  Benson, 
J.  Biddulpb,  G.  Vivian,  and  T.  Edwards  Thomas.  To  these  gentlemen 
and  to  Mr.  J.  Lewis,  (the  Secretary),  to  Mr.  W.  Bees,  and  others  who 
have  interested  themselves  in  promoting  the  regatta,  thanks  are  due 
for  the  excellence  of  the  arrangements  generally,  to  which  the  success  of 
the  regatta  is  mainly  owing.  Mr.  W.  Bosser,  in  his  office  of  starting- 
master,  was  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  promote  the  regularity  and 
harmony  of  the  proceedings. 

The  accommodation  of  the  spectators  was  provided  for  by  the  erection 
of  a  grand  stand,  and  numerous  booths  on  the  sands  and  eeplanabV  bv  tb« 
erection  of  seats,  &c.     The  Dowlais,  the  Kilvey,  and  the  Neath  I 
bands  were  in  attendance— *flag*  waved  in  profusion  from  the  boo 
shipping,  and  other  available  spaces,  the  water  was  covered  with 
boats,  and  craft  of  all  descriptions  —the  whole  forming  a  eoup 
exquisite  beauty. 
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Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  sports,  we  may  briefly  state  that  the 
coarse  taken  by  the  sailing  vessels  was  from  buoys  laid  down  near  the 
west  buoy  outside  the  piers,  to  a  mark  placed  to  the  eastward  opposite 
Neath  bar;  thence  to  a  mark  buoy  opposite  the  Mumbles,  and  back  to 
the  buoy  near  west  pier.  Twice  round  this  course  made  the  distance 
about  25  miles,  For  the  rowing  matches  the  course  marked  was  equal 
to  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  once  round,  or  twice  round,  a  mile  and 
a  half. 

First  Day.— The  sports  commenced  soon  after  two  o'clock,  but  the 
absence  of  wind  considerably  detracted  from  the  interest  and  excitement 
of  the  races. 

Pilot  Boat  match  for  the  following  prizes,— -first  boat  £6*,  second  £8. 
10s.,  third  £2  10s.,  fourth  £2.,  fifth  £l.  The  following  ten  boats  en- 
tered Tom  Rosser,  Sarah,  Neptufce,  Swanzey,  Providence,  Vivian,  Sin- 
gleton, Faith,  Zion,  and  Henry. 

The  contest  between  the  pilot-boats,  which  introduced  the  sports,  was 
by  no  means  one  of  the  least  interesting  of  the  day.  The  start  was 
really  most  exciting.  It  required  all  the  exertions  of  the  starting-master 
to  restrain  the  ardour  of  the  competitors,  and  to  induce  them  to  curb 
their  impatience  until  the  firing  of  the  second  gun  should  give  the  sig- 
nal Then  up  went  the  canvas  with  almost  magic  rapidity,  and  the 
little  crafts  glided  forward  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  crews  and  the  cheer- 
ing of  the  thousands  of  spectators  who  lined  the  beach*  The  start  was 
effected  at  2h.  21m.  The  Vivian  soon  shot  ahead,  and  kept  that  posi- 
tion to  the  finish  at  5h.  40m.,  twenty-three  minutes  before  the  second 
boat— the  Neptune,  which  was  followed  by  the  Singleton,  Providence, 
and  Tom  Rosser,  the  others  following  in  a  few  minutes.  The  Vivian 
is  the  same  vessel  that  carried  off  the  chief  prize  last  year. 

Some  delay  occurring  in  getting  together  the  large  yachts,  which 
were  to  have  started  next  to  the  pilot  boats,  it  was  determined  to  start 
the  smaller  pleasure-boats  first. 

The  prize  was  £10,  for  boats  not  exceeding  10  tons,  belonging  to  any 
port  in  the  Channel.  The  following  started:— Fairy,  10  tons,  G.  Tho- 
mas, Magic,  8  tons,  W.  Bowen,  and  Lily,  8  tons,  —  Townrow.  The 
former  lost  a  Httle  time  in  getting  her  canvas  set,  which  allowed  the 
"  '  y  to  take  the  lead,  but  before  passing  the  eastern  mark  the  Magic 
1  t  ahead  of  her  competitors,  and  maintained  her  position  round  the 
i     sern  buoy.     In  the  run  home  the  Fairy  again  drew  up,  and  a  most 

<  ang  race  ensued.     In  consequence  of  taking  the  wrong  side  of  the 
y     ling  buoy,  the  Magic  had  to  jibe,  and  thus  lost  a  distance  of  three 

<  "ir  times  her  length,  allowing  the  Fairy  to  come  in  ahead;  but  as 

9.— vol.  vi.  3  D 
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the  Magic  had  to  receive  half-a-minute  time  from  Fairy  she  was  declared 
the  winner, 

Another  race  for  £5  between  smaller  pleasure-boats  was  started  which 
was  won  by  Mr.  Kynaston's  lone,  beating  Mr.  Young's  Erin,  and  Capt. 
Davies's  Why  Not  I. 

All  being  now  duly  arranged  the  next  race  was  for  the  Members'  Cup, 
value  £25,  open  to  vessels  not  exceeding  50  tons.  A  time  race—- Royal 
Thames  Yacht  Club  regulations.     The  following  started: — 

Numbered  a*  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yacki  List  for  1857. 


No. 

Yachts'  Names, 

Rig. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

596 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

31 
34 
30 
15 
15 
28 

H.  J.  Bath,  Esq. 
J.  C  Atkins,  Esq. 

1028 

95 

Blue  Bell 

S.  Padley,  Esq. 

T.  W.  Pixley,  Esq. 

987 

G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq. 

841 

B.  Edwardes,  Esq. 

The  Cyclone  was  entered  for  this  match,  but  did  not  start. 

The  start  took  place  at  3h.  15m.  p.m.,  and  was  an  exceeding  good 
one.  The  Vesper  (the  celebrated  rival  of  the  Vampire,)  had  the  lead, 
which  position  she  maintained  throughout  the  race,  showing  that  she 
had  lost  none  of  her  former  .  glory.  The  Vigilant  followed  next,  and 
from  the  excelleut  management  of  her  crew,  it  was  some  time  doubtful 
which  of  the  two  yachts  would  be  the  first  round,  but  all  doubts  were 
removed  by  their  arrival  off  the  pier  in  the  following  order:— 


h.  m.  8. 

Vesper 5  32    0 

Vigilant ft  36    0 


h.  m.  s. 

Blue  Bell 5  39    0 

Leander  6  19    0 


h.  m.  s. 

Romulus 6  52     0 

Constance  ......  6  33    O 


After  rounding  the  mark  buoy  they  proceeded  on  the  second  course, 
but  ere  they  proceeded  far,  the  other  yachts  severally  retired  from  the 
contest,  leaving  the  Vesper  to  complete  the  distance,  which  she  did  at 
7h.  46m.  Thus  winning  the  first  prize  since  she  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Bevan. 

The  next  race  was  between  the  Mumbles  Dredging  Boats  for  a  prize 
of  £3.     Ten  of  this  renowned  fleet  contested,  causing  great  amusement 
and  excitement  among  the  connexions  of  the  respective  owners- 
There  was  a  very  good  match  between  two  gigs,  which  was  pluckily 
rowed— the  one  named  Beaufort  beating  the  Phoenix. 

Rowing  matches  and  a  duck  hunt  closed  the  day's  sport  aflo: 


Second  Day. — The  morning  showed  a  better  prospect  of  gooa  be* 
matches  than  the  preceding  day,  the  weather  was  equally  fine,  r 
good  rattling  breeze  from  the  S.  W.  gave  fresh  life  to  the  "  nautk 
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The  sports  commenced  as  on  the  previous  day  with  a  contest  between 
the  Swansea  Pilot  Boats. — The  prise  a  purse  of  £14,  which  was  divided 
between  the  three  first*  boats  in.  Instead  of  passing  twice  round  the 
course,  the  boats  this  day  made  one  complete  circuity  and  then  omitting 
the  western  mark  on  the  second  run,  returned  to  the  piers  from  the 
eastern  mark. 

The  start  was  effected  a  few  minutes  after  3h.  p.m.,  when  the  Faith, 
Vivian,  and  Zion,  the  three  weathermost  boats  took  the  lead,  being 
closely  followed  by  the  Swanzey  and  Sarah.  The  latter  boat  however, 
before  reaching  the  first  mark,  carried  away  her  fore  gaff,  and  was  com* 
pelled  to  return  to  the  harbour.  The  race  throughout  was  a  most  in- 
teresting one.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  skill  displayed  by  the  respec- 
tive crews,  and  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  boats  alone  determined  the 
race.     The  Vivian  received  £8  first  prize,  Providence  £4,  and  Faith  £2, 

The  next  was  the  principal  race  of  the  day  for  the  Ladies'  Challenge 
Cap,  value  100  guineas,  with  10  added,  for  vessels  belonging  to  any 
Royal  Yacht  Club,  not  exceeding  45  tons  register,  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  Ladies'  'Challenge  Cap  at  Cowes.  Twice  round,  making 
the  coarse  25  miles  in  length. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt*  Universal  Yuekt  Lift  for  1857. 


No. 


Yrchta*  Name*. 


Leander  

Vesper 

Blue  Bell 


1028 

596 

987 

95 

2l3|Cyck>ne 


fci*. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
sloop 
cutter 


Tons. 


Owners. 


34 
31 
15 
30 
41 


J.  C.  Atkins,  Et>q. 
H.  J.  Bath,  Esq. 
Q.  A.  Bevn  nf  Esq. 
S.  Padley,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 


The  start  was  effected  at  3h.  45m.,  and  the  eager  crews  with  halliards 
in  hand  looked  like  gladiators  anxious  for  the  coming  strife.     Scarcely 
had  the  sound  issued  from  the  gun,  than  up  flew  the  canvas  with  an 
alacrity  seldom  equalled: — the  Vesper  taking  the  lead,  the  Vigilant  un- 
daunted by  her  defeat  of  yesterday,  followed  close  up;  and  away  flew  the 
bonnie  barks  with  a  freshening  breeze.     The  pretty   Blue  Bell  showed 
well  at  this  time  and  had  many  admirers ;  but  might  will  be  served,  and 
this  the  Cyclone  proved  by  her  heavy  press  of  canvas,  which  drove  her 
ward  in  pursuit  of  the  leading  vessels.     In  this  order  they  proceeded, 
lil  rounding  the  west  mark  buoy,  when  the  Vesper  and  Blue  Bell 
me  in  contact,  and  the  former  carried  away  her  topmast,  thus  depriv- 
*  her  of  all  chance  of  winning.     The  contest  for  second  place  was  now 
ween  the  Cyclone  and  Blue  Bell,  and  a  delay  in  shifting  topsails  of 
e  latter  gave  Cyclone  the  advantage,  for  in  passing  the   western  pier 
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die  wm  half-a-minte  in  advance,  and  this  bring  the  completion  of  the 
first  round  they  were  timed  as  follows:— 


h*  m.  s. 

Vigilant  5    7    3 

Cyclone 5  10  SO 


lum.ii 

Blue  Bell 5  17    0 

Yeaper 5  18    0 


h.  m.  a. 
Leander.... 5  29  45 


Thus  far  the  positions  of  the  vessels  shewed  that  excellent  seamanship 
requisite  in  yacht  sailing.  The  Vesper  of  course  could  not  be  expected 
to  win,  and  therefore  the  match  for  the  second  round  laid  principally 
between  the  Vigilant  and  Cyclone;  and  it  was  somewhat  doubtful 
which  would  be  the  successful  vessel.  They  were  both  most  ably  piloted 
and  great  praise  is  due  to  their  crews.  On  coming  towards  the  winning 
buoy  it  was  observed  that  the  Vigilant  had  the  race  in  hand  for  the  Cy- 
clone had  fallen  off.     The  match  ended  thus:— - 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s  * 

Vigilant • 6  41  SO  |  Cyclone  6  45    o 

The  others  not  timed. 

The  Swansea  Herald  says  "  the  Vigilant  and  the  Cyclone  were  both 
the  property  of  visitors  at  our  regatta— the  one  being  from  the  Sister 
Isle,  and  the  other  from  the  Avon.  The  result  proves  that  they  were 
well  matched,  and  though  not  now  victorious,  we  doubt  not  that  Fortune 
will  yet  smile  upon  the'  Cyclone.  The  manner  in  which  this  yacht  was 
sailed  by  her  owner  denoted  a  skill  in  seamanship  seldom  found  in  a 
landsman.  To  our  two  enterprising  townsmen,  Messrs.  Bath  and  Pad- 
ley,  we  are  compelled  to  pay  a  tribute  of  praise,  and  we  wish  them 
"  better  luck  next  time." 

The  next  race  was  for  a  price  of  £15  by  Pleasure  Boats,  not  exceed- 
ing 15  tons  register,  not  used  for  the  purpose  of  commerce.  Time  race. 

Three  boats  ran,  viz.  Fairy,  Magic,  and  lone.  These  boats  sailed 
together  on  the  preceding  day.  The  Fairy  belongs  to  Milford,  and  is 
Bermudian  rig,  now  showed  her  superiority  in  a  fresh  breeze.  She  took 
the  lead  throughout  the  whole  race,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  the  win- 
ning buoy  10m.  30s.  before  the  Magic.  The  little  lone,  although  a 
prodigy  in  her  way,  found  in  this  instance  discretion  to  be  the  better 
part  of  valour,  and  withdrew  from  the  contest  early  in  the  race. 

In  the  gig  race,  Mr.  Robinson's  Beaufort  was  again  victorious.  This 
was  followed  by  rowing  matches  and  a  duck  hunt,  the  latter  of  which 
afforded  considerable  amusement,  the  pursuing  boat  got  overti"*--1  -~* 
the  whole  of  the  crew  were  immersed  in  the  water. 

Thus  closed  the  aquatic  sports  of  one  of  the  best  regattas 

at  Swansea,  and  we  entertain  no  fears  for  its  future  prosperity  whi,fl 
influential  portion  of  the  community  identify  themselves  with  th«  ■ 
menU  for  the  "  million." 
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Thb  Dihneb. 

On  Monday  evening  the  Mackworth  Arms  Hotel  was  enlivened  by  a 
numerous  party  of  gentlemen,  who  were  presided  over  by  J*  Oakshot, 
Esq.,  faced  by  S.  Benson,  Esq. 

The  Chairman  in  proposing  the  "Members  of  the  County"  associated  with 
it  the  name  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Vivian,  m.p.  He  felt  honoured  and  gratified  at 
having  to  propose  the  toast,  and  he  was  confident  that  all  would  feel  grateful 
to  Mr.  Vivian  for  having,  at  considerable  disadvantage  to  himself,  come  so 
far  to  be  present  on  this  occasion.  Had  not  Mr.  Vivian  felt  an  interest  in 
the  Regatta,  and  an  earnest  wish  to  be  present,  he  would  have  been  found 
attending  to  his  Parliamentary  duties  in  London ;  but  influenced  by  a  strong 
desire  to  see  what  the  Swansea  Regatta  was  made  of  this  year,  he  had  come 
among  them,  and  for  so  doing  he  should  receive  their  best  thanks. 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  musical  honours, 

Mr.  Vivian  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Talbot,  and 
himself.  Irrespective  of  festive  meetings  of  a  political  character,  this  was, 
be  believed,  the  first  occasion  on  which  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  return 
thanks  as  Member  for  the  County  of  Glamorgan*  He  could  assure  them 
that  he  did  so  with  very  great  feeling,  attributing,  as  he  did,  their  success  in 
the  late  contest  to  the  exertions  of  many  of  the  friends  whom  he  now  saw 
around  him.  As  had  been  said  by  his  worthy  friend  the  Mayor,  it  was  an 
earnest  desire  to  be  present  at  the  regatta  that  bad  induced  him  to  quit 
London,  and  to  leave  his  Parliamentary  duties  somewhat  earlier  than  he 
might  otherwise  have  done.  There  being  no  matter  of  very  urgent  impor- 
tance likely  to  come  forward,  or,  at  all  events,  to  be  brought  to  a  successful 
issue,  he  did  not  feel  called  upon  to  remain ;  and  prompted  by  a  strong  incli- 
nation to  witness  the  regatta,  he  accordingly  came  to  Swansea.  It  was 
seldom  only  that  occasions  of  this  nature  arose  to  bring  them  together,  and 
he  was,  therefore,  very  reluctant  to  let  the  present  opportunity  slip.  Mr. 
Talbot  was  occupied  in  the  discharge  of  a  similarly  pleasing  duty,  in  his 
capacity  of  Vice* Commodore  of  the  Royal  Squadron  Club;  and  at  the  Isle  of 
Wight  was  now  probably  enjoying  the  advantage  given  him  by  his  new  acqui- 
sition of  a  powerful  screw.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Vivian  alluded  facetiously  to 
his  own  possession  of  a  small  screw,  and  spoke  of  the  pleasure  he  had  expe- 
rienced that  day  in  being  able  to  push  about  the  bay,  independent  of  wind 
and  tide.  It  was  not  always  a  source  of  gratification  to  a  county  to  possess 
a  screw,  but  this  county  possessed  two  screws — fortunately,  however,  only 
in  a  yachting  sense.  (Laughter.)  Again  adverting  to  the  pleasure  he  had 
experienced  that  day,  Mr.  Vivian  expressed  a  hope  that  they  might  meet 
ther  on  many  similar  occasions. 

he  Vice  Chairman  proposed  "  The  winners  of  the  Day.*1     He  observed 

as  the  most  anxious  desire  of  Swansea  to  have  a  Regatta.    They  had  a 

bay,  but  were  unfortunate  in  not  always  having  a  great  depth  of  water. 

jy  hoped,  however,  gradually  to  increase  it,  and  to  improve  the  regatta, 

,  were  always  most  thankful  to  those  who  attended  with  their  yachts. 


390  hunts'  yachting  magazine. 

He  begged  to  propose  "  The  Winners  of  the  day,"  and  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Bevan,  to  couple  with  the  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Kynaston- 
(Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  Bowen  (owner  of  Magic),  in  returning  thanks,  said  that  while  he  had 
health  and  strength,  and  the  means  in  his  pocket,  he  should  always  be  a 
contributor  to  the  Swansea  Regatta. 

Mr.  Kynaston  (owner  of  lone)  also  briefly  returned  thanks. k 

The  Mayor,  observing  that  the  healths  of  the  successful  competitors  had 
been  drunk,  thought  the  unsuccessful  competitors  should  not  be  passed  over. 
Without  their  presence  they  would  not  have  had  the  sport  they  had  that 
day.  He  hoped  that  though  not  yet  victorious,  they  would  not  be  daunted, 
but*again  come  forward  to-morrow,  and  for  many  years  f  o  come.  He  coupled 
with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Atkins. 

The  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  Atkins  (owner  of  the  Vigilant,) 
returned  thanks  for  the  kind  reception  given  him,  although  a  stranger  in 
Swansea.  He  was  aware  that  had  he  been  successful  he  would  have  been 
equally  well  received,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  a  stranger ;  and  m  the 
event  of  any  Swansea  gentlemen  visiting  the  port  sit  which  he  resided,  he 
would  do  all  he  could  to  promote  their  comfort. 

Mr.  Hoare  bad  a  toast  to  propose  to  which  he  was  sure  they  would  respond 
with  as  much  pleasure  as  he  gave  it.  It  was  one  requiring  no  preface,  and 
therefore,  without  further  remark,  be  would  propose  "The  Patrons  and 
Stewards  of  the  Regatta — health,  long  life  and  happiness  to  them."  (Loud 
Cheers.) 

Mr.Benson  was  called  upon  to  return  thanks,  but  he  thought  the  duty  fell 
rather  to  the  Mayor  than  to  himself.  However,  being  called  upon,  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  returning  thanks  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  and  himself, 
for  he  felt  that  the  regatta  was  of  considerable  importance  to  the  town.  In 
order  to  have  a  good  regatta,  they  should  give  good  money  prizes,  and  he 
hoped  next  year  they  would  be  enabled  to  improve  in  this  respect.  It  w6 uld 
be  the  earnest  endeavour  of  the  stewards  to  have  the  regatta  better  supplied 
with  funds  next  year,  and  he  hoped  that  not  only  would  the  gentlemen  who 
attended  this  year  bring  their  yachts,  but  prevail  upon  their  friends  to  come 
also.     (Hear  hear.) 

The  Mayor  proposed  the  health  of  the  Treasurer,  (Mr.  George  Young,) 
and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  John  Lewis),  both  of  Whom  had  been  most  indefati- 
gable in  their  exertions  to  increase  the  funds  and  to  promote  the  success 
of  the  Regatta. 

Mr.  Young,  in  returning  thanks,  said  that  bis  office  had  been  quite  a 
sinecure,  but  if  he  had  in  any  way  assisted  the  regatta  he  was  much  gr»*Ifi~* 
and  he  should  always  have  pleasure  in  rendering  it  any  aid  in  his  poi 

Mr.  Lewis  also  acknowledged  the  toast.    It  was  true  that  a  regatta  ~. 
magnitude  could  not  be  promoted  and  brought  to  a  successful  issue  wit! 
considerable  application  and  personal  activity,  but  when  the  steward 
him  the  honour  to  request  him  to  act  as  permanent  secretary,  he  mad 
his  mind  to  do  the  best  he  eculd,  and  he  was  proud  on  this  occasion  *- 
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that  his  humble  exertions  had  contributed  in  the  remotest  degree  to  give 
eelui  and  prestige  to  the  regatta.  He  thought  the  regatta  should  be  sup- 
ported, because  it  was  the  means  of  contributing  largely  to  the  national 
recreations  of  the  vast  population  of  the  district.  It  needed  no  words  to 
impress  this  upon  their  minds,  for  the  scene  they  had  that  day  witnessed, 
especially  as  viewed  from  the  bay — was  a  full  attestation  of  the  fact.  On 
any  future  occasion,  whatever  services  be  could  render  should  be  freely  placed 
at  their  disposal. 

Mr.  Vivian,  m.p.,  in  proposing  the  health  of  the  Mayor  said,  that  as  the 
first  officer  of  this  important  community,  he  was  fulfilling  one  of  his  duties  in 
presiding  on  the  occasion  of  this  regatta,  and  he  (Mr.  Vivian)  could  fully 
enter  into  his  feelings,  for  he  did  believe  that  it  was  most  important  on  every 
account  that  they  should  keep  up  occasions  of  this  description!  and  especially 
endeavour,  as  they  had  done  for  many  years,  to  create  a  spirit  of  rivalry 
among  the  pilots  of  the  port,  which  should  tend  materially  to  produce  a  good 
class  of  pilots.  Without  further  remarks,  he  would  give  "The  health  of 
the  worthy  Mayor,"  and  couple  with  it  "Success  to  the  Corporation  of 
Swansea."    (Applause.) 

The  Mayor  felt  highly  gratified  at  the  manner  in  which  his  health  had  been 
proposed  and  responded  to.  Pie  could  not  claim  any  merit  for  anything  he 
had  done  in  connection  with  tlje  regatta,  for  although  he  had  felt  consider- 
able interest  in  it,  yet,  being  quite  a  novice  in  such  matters,  he  was  afraid 
that  very  little  had  resulted  from  any  effort  of  his.  However,  he  had  done 
his  best,  as  he  always  should  do  whenever  his  services  were  required  in  sup- 
port of  any  object  calculated  to  promote  the  good  of  his  fellow  townsmen 
generally.  He  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  Mr.  Bees, 
who  had  done  much  for  the  funds  of  the  regatta,  and  had  been  always  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  whenever  his  services  were  required. 

Mr.  Rees  in  acknowledging  the  compliment,  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  had  not  acted  in  the  official  capacity  of  Assistant  Secretary,  but  had  done 
what  he  could  to  assist  the  regatta  from  a  conviction  of  its  importance  in . 
improving  the  sailing  craft,  and  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  locality. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  this  year  the  manufacturers  had  come  forward,  and 
that  they  had  not  only  sailing  yachts,  but  steam  yachts  riding  in  the  bay. 
He  enlarged  upon  the  capabilities  of  Swansea,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that 
the  regatta  was  only  in  its  infancy.  When  the  present  Ladies*  Cup  was  won, 
he  hoped  they  should  find  ladies  ready  to  subscribe  to  a  cup  of  much  greater 
value.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  6.  A.  Bevan  (owner  of  Vesper,)  accompanied  by  Mr.  C.  Williams, 
now  entered  the  room. 

"he  Mayor  said  it  was  never  too  late  to  do  a  good  action,  and  as  Mr.  Bevan 
not  present  when  the  health  of  the  successful  competitors  was  drunk,  he 
(Id  now  propose  the  health  of  Mr.  Bevan.  He  congratulated  that  gentle- 
i  upon  his  success  in  winning  the  very  handsome  cup  now  before  them, 
'  J  he  remarked  upon  the  improved  class  of  yachts  now  belonging  to  the  port 
-  those  of  former  days,  expressing  his  gratification  at  the  change. 
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Mr.  Sevan,  after  the  toast  bad  been  duly  honoured,  suitably  returned 
thanks. 

The  Mayor  then  proposed  a  good  old-fashioned  toast,  which  they,  as  a 
commercial  community,  ought  not  to  overlook— **  The  Town  and  Trade  of 
Swansea.**  He  would  associate  with  the  toast  the  name  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Hoare.  The  toast  having  been  drunk,  and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Hoare,  the 
toasts  were  brought  to  a  close,  and  the  company  separated  after  spending 
together  a  very  agreeable  evening 

As  a.  finale  to  this  brilliant  gathering  a  ball  was  held,  which  waa  well 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry. 
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Cowes,  the  head-quarters  of  this  aristocratic  club,  is  still  unimproved; 
and  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  urge  anything  in  its  favor.  The  place 
seems  to  be  governed  by  a  class  of  persons  who  abhor  improvements,  and 
until  the  rate-payers  elect  spirited  go-ahead  councillors,  they  must  be 
pecuniary  sufferers.  With  the  exception  of  the  few  days  devoted  to  the 
regatta  it  is  a  "  deserted  village."  In  a  ramble  the  week  after,  we  did 
not  meet  half-a-dozen  visitors,  they  had  migrated  to  Ryde.  The  Castle, 
the  future  abode  of  the  Squadron  is  not  yet  finished,  therefore  it  would 
be  premature  to  offer  any  opinion  of  its  appearance.  The  regatta  this 
year  commenced  on  the  5th  of  August,  and  was  attended  by  yachts  be- 
longing to  various  clubs;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  entries 
for  the  different  prizes  were  not  more  numerous. 

First  Day. — August  4th,  the  first  race  on  the  card,  was  for  the  splen- 
did gift  of  H.R.H.,  the  Prince  Consort,  value  £100  guineas.  This 
year  it  was  appointed  for  schooners  only,  belonging  to  the  Squadron, 
and  the  following  entered:— 

'  Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


436 

586 

1254 


Yachts"  Names. 


Gem 

LaUaRookh., 
Zouave. 


Rig. 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


Tong. 


125 
125 
105 


Owners. 


Sir  J.  B.  Mill,  Bart 
Viscount  Bangor 
B.  Arabin,  Esq. 


The  Queen's  Course,  viz: — from  Cowes  to  the  eastward,  outswJ 
Nomas,  thence  round  the  Nab  Light  Vessel,  and  back  to  the  we  A 
round  a  flag-boat  off  Yarmouth,  returning  to  Cowes,  passing  f 
the  station  vessel  to  win,  distance  about  42  miles. 

The  start  took  place  at  10h.,  when  the  two  latter  bounded  on  * 
the  wind  light  from  the  W.S.W.     The  Lalla  had  the  lead,  v-** 
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OW  Castle  Point,  when  the  Zouave  picked  her  up  and  headed  her.  In 
this  order  they  progressed  under  balloon  jibs,  large  top-sails,  and  a 
cover  of  canvas  enough  to  engulph  them  if  a  squall  had  come  on;  but 
the  wind  was  very  variable  and  scanty,  and  it  occupied  upwards  of  an 
hour  to  reach  the  Kings  Key.  The  tide  certainly  was  against  them. 
The  Zouave  with  the  lead,  kept  edging  along  the  Motherbank  to  avoid 
the  force  of  the  tide.  At  llh.  24m.,  they  were  off  Binstead,  slowly 
making  their  way  to  the  Noman,  the  Lalla  a  few  minutes  behind  Zouave, 
They  passed  Ryde  pier  thus:— 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Zouave . Jl  87  SO  |  Lalla  Rookh 1182    5 

Shortly  after  they  each  experienced  a  slight  puff  which  occasioned 
them  now  and  again  to  change  places,  but  eventually  the  Zouave  caught 
a  breeze,  and  she  glided  gently  away  from  her  competitor.  Both  vessels 
edged  in  close  to  the  sands,  and  had  not  their  captains  been  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  locality,  "  stop  her  n  would  most  likely  have  been  the 
cry;  After  passing  the  sandheads  the  breeze  freshened,  and  they  ploughed 
ahead  merrily.  Off  Spring  Vale  the  Zouave  was  carrying  on' under 
whole  sail,  when  her  bobstay  gave  way,  but  this  was  instantly  remedied 
by  getting  out  a  preventer.  This  enabled  Lalla  to  creep  up,  but  not  to 
pass  her  opponent.  In  this  close  manner  they  passed  die  Noman,  as 
the  following  time  will  show: — 

h.  m   s.  |  h.  m.  ft. 

Zouave 12  19  48  |  Lalla  Rookh 12  20  29 

They  now  hauled  their  wind,  and  shaped  their  course  for  the  Nab, 
with  an  increasing  breeze,  when  the  Zouave,  still  bearing  her  balloon  jib, 
carried  away  the  preventer,  and  was  some  time  getting  all  straight  again. 
The  Lalla  during  this  time  being  under  a  smaller  jib,  overhauled  and 
passed  to  windward.  The  wind  increasing,  they  dashed  onward,  round- 
ing the  Nab  thus:— 

h«  m*  s.  I  n.  m.  s. 

Lalla  Rookh 12  44  63  |  Zouave 12  46  18 

A  large  fleet  of  yachts  which  had  followed  the  racers  from  Cowes 

hovered  about  to  witness  the  rounding,  and  shortly  after  putting  about, 

the  cutter  yacht  Will  o'  the  Wisp,  O.  Taylor,  Esq.,  carrying  the  R.T. 

J.  ensign,  while  bearing  up  with  her  large  topsail  set,  the  chain 

969  on  the  port  side  broke  and  the  mast  went  by  the  board,  leaving 

a  wreck,  fortunately  no  person  was  hurt,  although  a  large  party  of 

owner's  friends  were  on  board.    As  soon  as  the  accident  occurred 

schooner  yacht  Beatrice,  J.  E.  W.  Rolls,  Esq.,  bore  up  to  render 

istance,  and  sent  a  boat  to  her;  the  Firefly  steamer,  Sir  H.  Oglander, 

■o.  9.— vol.  vi.  3  b 
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Bart,,  not  only  tendered  great  service  but  nobly  took  the  wreck  hi  tow, 
and  brought  her  safely  into  Cowes,  where  under  die  care  of  Speneer 
and  Barney  we  observed  her  in  the  following  week  nearly  ready  for  sea. 
After  rounding  the  Nab  Light-vessel  the  Lalla  Rookh  had  a>  mishap 
with  her  bobatay,  but  it  was  soon  put  to  rights  again  aud  she  maintained 
the  lead,  passing  through  Cowes  Roads  thust— 

h.  m  9.  I  K  m.  a> 

Lalla  llookh  2    4    0  |  Zouave 2    8  SO 

Here  the  latter  set  top-sail.  At  2h.  15m.  the  Zouave  taeked,  and 
reached  in  towards  Egypt  Point.  The  Lalla  followed  her  example,  and 
fetched  in  towards  the  Vale,  about  half  a  mile  to  windward.  At  2h* 
21m.  they  again  taeked*  and  worked  down  the  west  channel  under  the 
island,  the  flood  making  up  strong  in  midchaanel.  At  3h.  30m*  they. 
were  abreast  of  Thomesa*  The  wind  now  dropped,  but  there  was  still 
a  pleasant  breeze  from  the  westward,  which  enabled  them  to-  work  oyer 
the  tide*  After  several  short  tacks  along  the  island,  the  Lalla  etood 
over  towards  the  north  shore,  shaving  the  edge  of  the  mud,  and,  when 
abreast  of  Pileweil  was  observed  on  the  Spit,  but  her  stay  there  waa 
only  momentary — all  hands  were  soon  out  on  the  bowsprit  and  boon 
end,  and  after  hanging  a  few  seconds  she  dragged  herself  off.  Had  it 
been  on  a  falling  tide  she  would  have  inevitably  remained.  From  this 
time  each  appeared  to  watch  the  other's  movements,  and  it  was  now  tack 
for  tack — and  while  lying  along  the  edge  of  the  mud  the  hand-lead  was 
kept  constantly  goiug,  and  when  too  near  to  be  comfortable  about  they 
went,  until  they  had  reached  sufficiently  far  to  the  southward  and 
westward  to  weather  the  station  vessel  off  Yarmouth,  and  this  was  ac- 
complished as  follows:— 

h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  a 

Lalla  Kookh 5  43  40  |  Zouave 5  67  40 

They  had  on  their  return  the  tide  in  their  favour,  and  each  crew 
strove  to  win,  crowding  every  stitch  of  canvas  on  their  favorites,  which 
drove  them  through  the  water,  but  without  altering  their  position,  am 
they  finished  by  passiug  Cowes  Castle  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  Si  I  Ik  m*  a» 

Lalla  Rookh a  35  10  j  Zouave ,*,.,r. ..,»..,«•..  a  39    0 

The  match  proved  more  animating  than  was  antietpated  at  th 
and  the  times  of  passing,  rounding*  and  final  arrival  are  tow 
proofs  that  excellent  seamanship,  coupled  with  good  judgment  gr 
the  respective  sailing  masters.  The  difference  of  time  3m.  60s*  fa 
the  two  vessels  ]*ada  us  very  naturally  to  conclude  that  it  waa  the 
rior  tannage  of  the  Lalla  thai  landed  her  the  winner. 
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Wednesday  £#,— *The  Annual  Dinner  took  place  at  the  Sqvadrpn 
dome  presided  pm  by  {h*  qotye  commodore,  Earlof  WHtop,  supported 
by  the  Mfrqnia  ef  Oonyngfeam  as  vios-ehairnAn,  about  fifty,  members 
arrayed  themselves  around  the  festive  board,  and  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of 
a  few  facial  hours. 

Tkurmkg  6M.-— This  day  was  appointed  for  a  private  match  between 
the  following  yachts. 

Nnmbtnd  m  in  UmtN  Unhtrud  Y ad*  Li* fir  1607. 


341 

589 
81 » 


Fancy  

Lancashire  Witch 
Eugeniu 


schooner 
schooner 
Bohoom  r 


120 
94 
90 


145Cecile 'schooner    145 


Owner?. 


Marquis  of  Drogheda 
L.  Pattc,  Esq. 
tt.  Frankland,  Esq. 
Marquis  of  Conyngham 


The  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  morning  -east  a  damper  upon  the 
pleasure  seekers,  as  a  continuous  rain  from  the  preceding  night  poured 
down,  bvt  towards  the  hour  of  starting  it  cleared  off,  and  a  fine  day  with 
the  wind  westerly,  recompensed  the  ladies  for  the  few  previous -hours  of 
disquietude:  at  lib.  the  yachts  got  underway.  Fanoy  with  a  slight 
lead,  which  the  Etogenie  soon  wrested  from  her,  and  they  proceeded 
through  the  Roads,  with  the  Witch  third,  and  Ceeile  last.  However, 
when  passing  Old  Castle  Point,  the  Ceeile  overhauled  lier  competitors 
one  after  the  another,  and  took  the  lead  which  she  maintained  to  the 
finish*  In  passing  Byde  Pier,  she  was  about  half*a*mite  in  advance, 
whilst  the  others  kept  well  together.  The  wind  now  suddenly  calmed, 
and  they  lanly  made  way,  until  well  down  the  east  channel,  when  a 
fresh  spurt  set  them  again  active,  and  they  made  the  Nab  about  2h. 
Ceeile  a  mile  ahead,  Fancy  next,  Eugenie  third,  Witch  last,  after  round- 
ing they  had  a  beat  back,  but  no  change  took  place,  and  after  passing 
the  Leap  Buoy  they  returned  to  Cowes  Roads:— 


Cfctile 


b.  m.  s.  I 

6  51  10  J  Fancy 


•*h.  m.  s. 
..  7  24    D 


The  others  not  timed. 

The  wind  was  of  that  light  and  uncertain  kind  that  it  is  impossible  to 

form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  vessels  engaged, 

L"it  Ceeile  certainly  showed  to  better  advantage  then  her  compeers:  she 

tears  to  be  a  good  weatherly  craft;  and   it  was  a  matter  of  regret 

'%t  Old  Boreas  was  so  idle,  as  we  believe  this  is  her  first  appearance  as 

aeer  in  the  Solent.  * 

During  the  absence  of  the  yachts  in  the  foregoing  tace  the  amuse- 

ents  of  rowing,  duck  hunting,  &c,  came  off,  and  engaged  the  attention 


wo 
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of  •  nanmtN  assemblage  of  persons.  The  rosscls  were  sil  drossod  in 
sipcolation  of  a  visit  from  her  Majesty  and  her  illustrious  guests,  but 
die  royal  yachts  (excepting  Fairy)  remained  at  their  moorings  off  Os- 
borne* 

Friday,  74k.— This  day  was  appointed  for  the  saunig  for  Her  Majesty's 
Cup,  value  100  Guineas,  annually  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  the  Squadron. 
Tins  royal  gift,  as  wall  as  that  of  the  Prince  Consort,  is  under  the  sols 
direction  of  the  Commodore  of  the  Squadron,  and  this  season  it  was 
directed  to  be  sailed  for  by  cutters  under  100  tons,  belonging  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Squadron,  and  was  contested  for  by  the  following  yachts*—- 

Numbered a§  m  Hunts  Universal  Yacht Lut for  1857. 


Wo. 


826 


685 
641 


Yachts' Names. 


Extravagansa 

aprloe  

Lulworth  ..... 
Maritana  ..... 


66  Ca 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


48 
56 
80 
57 


Sir  P.  Shelley,  Bart. 
Lieut. -Col  C.  Baring 
J.  Weld,  Esq. 
D.  J.  Dickenson,  Esq. 


At  lOh.  they  started.  There  was  a  strong  breeze  at  the  time  prevail- 
ing from  the  W.N.W.,  with  disagreeable  weather,  but  which  was  not  of 
any  lengthened  duration.  The  Maritana  was  the  first  to  get  away,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Lulworth,  Extravaganza,  and  Caprice,  carrying  with  them 
a  strong  flood  tide  to  the  eastward,  and  after  passing  through  the  roads, 
edged  away  to  the  northward,  and  at  llh.  they  passed  through  Stokes 
Bay,  in  the  following  order,  Lulworth  leading  by  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  then  followed  Extravaganza,  and  Caprice  close  together,  Maritana 
at  a  respectable  distance.  The  wind  here  dropped,  and  the  heavens 
threatened  a  return  of  dirty  weather.  The  Maritana  at  llh*  15m. 
passed  the  Caprice.  The  Lulworth  increased  her  distance  by  at  least 
half  a  mile.  On  nearing  Spithead  there  was  a  slight  change  of  posi- 
tions, and  the  N.  W.  buoy  of  the  Stourbridge  was  passed  in  the  following 
time  and  orders— 

h.  m.  s. 

Lulworth  II  32  10 

Caprice 11  85  20 

A  strong  breeze  now  set  in  from  the  N.W.,  accompanied  with  heavy 
squalls  of  rain  and  thick  weather,  which  rendered  it  impossible  tr 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  their  several  positions.     At  lh.  30m. 
were  observed  in  a  cluster  off  the  Noman,  amid  the  pelting  of  the  pi^ 
storm,  for  the  rain  descended  for  a  couple  of  hours  in  a  perfect  dB 
driving  everybody  from  the  pier.     We  proceeded  to  8ea  View  to  a 
tain  their  positions  on  rounding  tbe  Nab.     The  yachts  were  now  t»*« 


h.  m  s. 

Extravaganza 11  36  30 

Maritana 11  40 
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die  Warner,  Extravaganza  (it  appeared  to  us)  etrnek  her  topsail,  and 
was  fin t  overhauling  the  Caprice,  and  on  their  approach  to  the  Nab  it 
was  impossible  to  discern  from  the  shore  either  the  light- vessel  or  the 
yachts.  The  rain  afterwards  cleared  ofl^  and  the  Lul  worth  was  observed 
to  windward  of  the  Warner,  with  topmast  housed,  followed  by  Extrava- 
ganae,  Caprice,  and  Maritana,  dead  to  leeward.  From  the  Neman  they 
had  a  dead  beat  to  the  westward,  and  on  their  return  passing  Ryde  Pier 
we  timed  them  as  follows:— 


h.  m.  s. 

Lohrorth., 1  58  30 

9    9  50 


,  h.  m.  s. 

Caprice   9    e  56 

Maritana 2  12  80 


From  hence  the  breeze  drew  round  more  to  the  westward,  which 
enabled  them  to  make  "a  long  leg  and  a  short  leg"  in  getting  down 
the  Solent,  the  Lulworth  keeping  the  lead,  followed  by  the  others  on 
passing  Cowes  Castle  in  the  following  order:— 


h.  m»  s. 

Lulworth 2  42  30 

Extravaganza 8    5    0 


h,  m.  s. 

Caprice 3    6  30 

Maritana 8    9  10 


The  breeze  now  freshened  again  on  their  route  down  the  West  Chan- 
nel, and  the  yachts  having  severally  rounded  the  flag  boat  off  Yarmouth, 
returned  to  the  goal  as  follows:— 


h.  m.  s. 

Lulworth 4  29    0 

Extravaganza 5    0  20 


h.  m.  s» 

Caprice    5    5  34 

Maritana 5  17  50 


Shortly  after  12  o'clock,  the   French  yachts  dropped  round  from 
Mede'a  hole,  under  steam,  and  brought  up  off  Cowes,  which  was  a  sig- 
nal for  a  general  "dressing"  of  yachts;  on  board  of  nearly  every  one 
of  which  the  French  national  flag  waved  beside  that  of  the  English. 
The  Squadron  burgee  also  gave  way  to  the  tricolour  at  the  Semaphore. 
These  preparations  were  indicative  of  a  visit  by  the  combined  Courts  of 
England  and  France,  and  such  it  proved.     Consequently,  a  very  large 
muster  of  fashionably  dressed  took  place  along  the  line  of  the  shore,  as 
well  as  afloat,  and  the  excitement  was  intense  when  it  was  announced 
that  Her  Majesty  was  coming.     Presently  the  Fairy  steamed  away  from 
Trinity  Wharf,  towards  Cowes,  with  the  Royal  Standard  at  the  main, 
French  colours  at  the  mizen,  and  the  Admiralty  flag  at  the  fore, 
ring  on  board  Her  Majesty,  the  Prince  Consort,  and  the  Emperor  and 
apress  of  the  French.     A  royal  salute  was  commenced  by  the  battery 
the  Squadron,  which  was  quickly  taken  up  by  the  multitude  of  yachts 
he  roadstead;  the  effect  was  almost  deafening.     As  the  Fairy  passed 
the  Squadron  house,  the  royal  party  were  all  standing  on  the  quarter 
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deck,  evidently  pleased  with  the  flattering  reception  they  had  met  frith, 
Whe*  the  JAiry  eame  alongside  the  Reiae  Hoitense,  the  Royal  Standard 
was  lowered  to  the  deck,  and  theo  joined  with  the  French  Colours,  both 
were  ran  up  together ;  as  typical  of  the  union  between  the  two  nations. 
This  compliment  wee  acknowledged,  afloat  and  ashore,  with  tremendous 
ohcering.  The  Royal  party  then  embarked  on  beard  the  Vasjteri*  and 
Albert  yacht  and  went  down  the  Western  Channel  as.  ft*  an  Scope,  and 
returned  to  Osborne  shortly  before  eight  o'clock* 

The  annual  ball  took  place  at  the :  Squadron  house  in  the  evening,  and 
although  not  numerously  was  very  brilliantly  Attended. 

Saturday  8*A.— A  Prize  of  £50  was  offered  for  yachts' of  all  nations, 
and  the  Lul worth,  Zouave,  Wildfire,  Vestal!  and  Marietta  entered. 

At  10b.  the  four  first  named  took  their  stations.  It  was  to  be  a  time 
pace,  but  the  yachts  were  to  be  measured  by  the  new  regulations  of  the 
Squadron,  which  made  the  Lul  worth  110  tons,  Wildfire  77,  &&,  this 
occasioned  a  dissatisfaction  between  the  owners,  which  was  further  in- 
creased by  a  rumour  that  the  sailing  committee  would  not  state  until 
after  they  had  started  what  amount  of  time  would  be  allowed ;  whether 
Ackers9  scale,  or  quarter  or  half  minute  time  was  to  be  adopted.  Upon 
this  arbitrary  course  being  taken,  the  Wildfire  and  Vestal  hauled  down 
their  colurs  and  ran  up  their  club  burgees,  and  sailed  at  once  for  Hyde. 
The  Squadron,  therefore,  have  their,  fifty  sovereigns  for  another  year. 
This  untoward  event  closed  the  week's  proceedings  at  Cowes,  which, 
taken  as  a  whole,  were  very  inferior  to  those  of  former  years. 
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Whether  regatta  time  or  not  Hyde  seems  to  be  the  favorite  resort  of 
the  fashiooaaie  world,  and  there  is  a  liveliness  about  the  place  that 
cheers  the  spirits  of  the  invalid.  The  Yacht  Club  established  also  tends 
to  benefit  the  town  materially,  as  the  Roadstead  is  for  months  duriug 
the  summer  visited  by  very  numerous  fleets  of  yachts;  and  the  pier  is 
generally  the  promenade  of  the  families  of  the  owners  of  those  craft,  so 
that  Ryde  ha*  advantages  which  no  other  watering-place  can  boast  ol 
The  town  is  yearly  increasing  in  size,  and  improving  in  appear—— 

Monday,  August  lOtA— The  Annual  regatta  of  this  club  t 
and  the  roadstead  was  crowded  with  yachts  of  all  sizes,  from  the  i 
uifiocut  Brilliant  of  480  tons  to  the  little  cutter  of   10  tons. 
day  opened  with  a  gentle  breeae  from  the  west,  with  every  prosr~- 
its  increasing.     And  as  the  time  for  starting  approached  that  • 
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structure  the  pur,  was  crowded  with  fashionable  company.  The 
flotilla  (excepting  the  racing  vessels)  were  covered  with  a  •profasion  of 
buDtioe,  the  French  flag  being  conspicuous  among  them*  The  entries 
for  the  first  match  was  unusually  large,  namely,  fourteen,  and  just 
previous  to  the  hour  of  starting  thirteen  took  their  stations. 

The  prize  was  a  subscription  of  £100,  open  to  all  yachts  belonging 
to  royal  or  foreign  ebbs.     Time  for  tonnage,  half  Ackers'  scale. 

The  following  started:—** 


No. 


Ytchtft*  Name*. 


r 


58  Arrow 

326  Extravaganza 

327  Emmet   


1096 
625 


Wildfire . 
Lulworth 


638Mariqnita 

816  Quiver...... 

1025  Vestal 

1254  Zouave 

686  Phantom... 
1086  Whirlwind 

.697  Mosquito... 

260  Don  Juan 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

schooner 
cutter 

schooner 
cutter 

schooner 

schooner 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


Owners. 


102 
48 
28 
56 
80 

125 
12 
74 

105 
27 
77 
50 
10 


T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 
Sir  P.  Shelley,  Bart. 

E.  Gibson,  Esq. 

J  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
J.  Weld,  Esq. 

F.  B.  Garew,  Esq. 
Capt  Chamberlayne 
F.  0.  Marshall,  &q. 
R.  Arabin,  Esq. 

S.  Lane,  Esq. 
F.  Thynne,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 
W.  Cooper   Esq. 


The  Thought  belonging  to  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.,  was  entered  but  dM 
not  start,  owing  we  believe  to  the  rule  that  two  yachts  the  property  of 
one  person  is  not  allowed  to  contend  in  the  same  match. 

The  course  was  that  generally  known  as  the  Victoria  course,  viz:  from 
the  station  abreast  of  the  pier  to  the  Nab  Light,  thence  returning  to  the 
westward  round  the  west  buoy  of  the  middle  and  back;  twice  round. 
Punctually  at  lOh.  30m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired  (the  usual  prepara- 
tory signals  having  been  previously  attended  to,)  and  the  yachts  were 
wider  canvas.     The  old  Arrow  which  had  the  inshore  station,  leading' 
the  way,  followed  by  Extravaganza,   Wildfire,  and  Lulworth,  and  the 
others  well  up.     This  was  one  of  the  grandest  sights  ever  witnessed  in 
a  sailing  match,  the  wind  being  slight  they  moved  slowly  on  towards 
the  Nab,  with  flowing  sheets,  under  all  the  cloth  they  could  hoist,  some* 
on  the  port,  some  on  the  starboard  tack.     At  1  lh.  15m.  they  passed  the 
Warner,  the  Arrow  still  leading,  followed  by  Extravaganza,  Lulworth, 
.  Emmet,  all  close  together,  the  wind  now  became  variable',  veering 
ill  parts  of  the  compass.    The  Arrow  took  a  reach  over  to  the  east-. 
6;  accompanied  by  Lulworth,  Wildfire  and  Mariqtnta,  whilst  the 
j&ve  kept  close  to  the  wind,  and  the  wind  chopping  round  to  the 
thward  gave  her  the  weather  position,  and  she  bowled  ahead  of  all 
others  to  the  Nab,  which  she  was  the  first  to  round  on  the  port  hand. 
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Some  of  them  which  could  be  distinguished  from  the  "ruck"  were  timed 
m  follows:— 


h.  in*  t. 

Zouave 11  57    0 

Lulworth 12    2    2 


h.  ni.  s. 

Whirlwind 12    7  50 

Arrow   12    8  10 


h.  m.   s. 

Mooqaiio  12  11  30 

Vestal  12  15  40 


h,  m.  8. 
....  1  20    0 

Wildfire 

h.  m.  s. 
....  1  29  80 

Whirlwind ... 

....  1  20  80 

The  others  were  probably  entitled  to  a  place  bat  we  could  not  make 
them  out  The  want  of  steam  accommodation  to  follow  is  a  grevious 
evil.  We  ieel  confident  it  would  pay  even  as  a  speculation.  A  pleasant 
breeze  after  rounding  the  Nab  sprung  up ;  and  the  Zouave  was  over- 
hauled by  the  Lulworth  off  the  Notnan,  she  taking  the  lead  and 
keeping  it  throughout  the  match,  gradually  increasing  her  chance  of 
winning,  Ryde  pier  was  passed  on  the  first  round  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  s. 
Extravagant*...  1  29  55 

Quiver 1  38    0 

Vestal 1  42  80 

Mariquita    1  59    O 

The  Lulworth's  position  was  now  good ;  as  she  had  to  allow  the 
Emmet  only  15m.  87s.  altogether,  and  she  had  15m.  in  hand  on  the 
first  round;  and  of  the  23m.  17s.  she  had  to  allow  Don  Juan  there  were 
15m.  30s.  gained*  The  leading  vessels  now  tacked  and  stood  in  towards 
the  bland,  and  proceeded  on  their  course  to  the  Brambles,  with  a  good 
breeze,  and  as  the  yachts  neared  Osborne  the  roar  of  cannon  announced 
the  embarkation  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  royal  personages  had  an  ex- 
cellent view  of  the  sailing  match,  which  they  apparently  watched  with 
much  interest,  and  on  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  the  eastward,  after 
passing  the  Brambles,  they  were  accompanied  by  the  royal  yachts,  and 
we  sincerely  regret  not  being  in  a  position  to  illustrate  the  scene,  as  it 
is  impossible  to  describe  it;  the  Solent  was  literally  swarmed  with  yachts, 
gun  after  gun  poured  forth  their  thunder,  shouts  rent  the  air,  and  the 
excitement  and  enthusiasm  of  the  crews  of  yachts,  when  our  beloved 
Queen  came  within  hail,  must  convince  her  illustrious  guests  that  she 
lives  and  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  her  people.  This  accidental  meeting 
will  be  so  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  that  should  ever  a  schism 
take  place  between  us  and  our  allies,  (which  God  forbid,)  he  wOl  re- 
member this  scene,  and  regret  circumstances  should  separate  him  fr?m  - 
people  who  are  ever  ready  to  welcome  their  sovereign's  guests = 
when  danger  threatens  her  will  shed  their  hearts  blood  in  her  defei 

The  excitement  attendant  on  the  above  so  absorbed  our  attention 
we  omitted  to  mark  the  time  the  yachts  rounded  die  Middle  Bo"** 
roy  ipassed  Ryde  Pier  finishing  the  first  round  thus:— 
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h.  m.  s« 
Lulworth    ......  2  50  10 

Arrow 2  50  44 

Mosquito    2  55  27 

Zoo*?* 3    8  35 

Whirlwind  3    4  15 


Wildfire 3 

Phantom 4 

Bmmet   3 


m.  e. 
5  17 
7  47 

18  45 


h.  CO.   8. 

Don  Joan 8  16  59 

Mariquita    3  20    2 

Vestal >  8  20    3 


Extravaganza*.  3  16  25    Quiver 8  27    0 


Tbej  now  proceeded  on  towards  the  Nab  Light,  with  Lulworth  stiH 
hading,  and  Arrow  close  up,  setting  balloon  jibs  and  booming  them  out. 
These  vessels  were  apparently  competitors,  and  the  winner  was  expected 
be  one  of  them.  The  Mosquito  struggled  hard  to  get  within  time,  but 
not  successfully.  The  match,  which  was  watched  with  great  anxiety  by 
the  friends  of  the  respective  owners,  was  well  sailed,  throughout,  and  we 
believe  noeccident  occurred  to  spar  or  rope,  except,  (aa  our  friend  "Jnga" 
informed  us)  the  Wildfire  carrying  away  her  jib  tackle.  The  whole 
affair  was  finished  thus:— 


h»  m.  a. 
Lulworth  ........  6    6  30 

Arrow 6    8  30 

Moaauito..,,.,.,.  f  20  55 

Zouave 6  22  39 

Wfldfire 6  24    0 


h.  m*  s. 

Wildfire 6  25    6 

Phantom. 6  34  12 

Extravaganza*.  6  44  50 
Emmet 6  48  58 


h*  m.  a> 
Marifluita   ......  6  51  43 

Don  Juan  » 7    7  18 

Quiver 7  21    0 

Vestal  not  timed. 


It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  had  the  full  time  of  Ackers9  scale  been 
allowed,  the  Wildfire  would  have  been  the  winner,  and  the  Mosquito 
and  Zouave  would  have  been  placed  ahead  of  Lulworth,  which  was  the 
actual  winner,  and  that  too  of  two  minutes  over  the  Arrow  without 
having  to  claim  time*  In  this  one  match  there  were  more  points  than 
is  sometimes  found  in  a  dozen;  in  the  schooners  the  contest  between  the 
Zouave  and  the  Wildfire  was  very  good;  between  the  Lulworth,  Arrow, 
and  Mosquito  again;  while  the  Emmet  and  Extravaganza  had  a  good 
match  of  themselves;  to  say  nothing  of  the  two  small  fry  which  were 
struggling  for  mastery,  as  the  Don  Juan  came  purposely  to  try  herself 
against  the  Quiver* 

Having  finished  the  day's  sport,  we  wish  we  could  leave  off,  but  it  is 

our  painful  duly  to  record  the  following  serious  accident  that  occurred 

during  the  firing  of  a  royal  salute  in  compliment  to  the  Emperor  and 

Empress  of  the  French,  on  their  departure,  to  the  men  employed  about 

it    It  occurred  thus:  as  the  assistant  named  Jacob  Harbinger,  (who  was 

helping  the  signalman,  named  Petty,)  was  ramming  a  cartridge  into  one 

"f  the  guns  which  had  been  fired  from  previously,  the  charge  exploded 

eugh  the  sponging  net  having  put  out  the  fire  of  the  previous  eait- 

ge.     At  the  time  of  the  occurrence;  Petty  had  his  left  thumb  upon 

touchhole,  and  Harbour  was  ramming;  consequently  the  thumb  of 

>tty  was  blown  off,  and  the  arm  of  Harbour  was  dreadfully  shattered, 

addition  to  which  he  was  blown  over  the  sea  wall  of  the  battery,  and 

to.  9. — vol.  vl  3  P 
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had  it  not  fortunately  been  high  water  at  the  Jtimc  he  would  probably 
hare  been  killed  on  the  spot  As  it  was  the  poor  fellow  was  nearly 
drowned,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  aid  of  a  young  man  named 
Richards,  who  ii  employed  at  the  baths  adjoining,  he  would  have  been 
drowned.  Richards  plunged  into  the  water,  and  ultimately  saved  him. 
The  unfortunate  man,  who  is  industrious  and  married,  was  conveyed 
tp  the  Infirmary,  where  his  arm  was  amputed  above  the  elbow,  and  he 
is  doing  well:  Petty's  thumb  was  also  amputated  by  EL  Phone,  Esq. 
The  R.V.Y.C.  immediately  headed  a  subscription  list  for  Barbour  by  a 
donation  of  £25  (and  £5  to  Richards  for  his  praiseworthy  conduct,)  and 
the  Commodore  and  Vice-Commodore  gave  £5  each,  and  since  that  the 
list  has  received  an  augmentation  from  nearly  every  member  of  the  Club. 
We  trust,  however,  Harbour's  case  will  be  properly  represented  to  the 
French  embassy,  as  doubtless  the  poor  fellow  may  have  something 
awarded  him,  as  his  prospeotB  are  entirely  blasted  by  the  accident,  unless 
an  annuity  be  provided  for  his  support. 

Tuesday  11M.— The  match  this  day  for  a  Silver  Cup,  presented  by 
F*  &  Carew,  (owner  of  the  Mariquita)  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to 
the  club*    The  following  started: — 


Numbered  at  in  Hwnf*  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 

Ho. 

Yachts'  Names. 

Big. 

Tom. 

Owners. 

58 

cutter 
schooner 
schooner 

102 

74 

105 

T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 
F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 
R.  Arabia,  Esq. 

1025 

Vestal 

1254 

The  Thought  entered  but  the  same  restrictions  as  yesterday  prevented 
her  sailing.  The  course  was  the  same  as  previous  day.  The  start  took 
place  at  1  lh.  30m.  instead  of  lOh.  30m.  as  previously  stated  in  die  pro- 
gramme. There  was  very  little  wind  which  was  from  the  westward. 
They  were  nearly  all  away  together,  the  Zouave  with  a  slight  lead,  and 
she  gently  moved  towards  the  Nab  with  Arrow  second,  and  Vestal  third, 
as  they  passed  the  Warner,  the  Zouave  was  1m.  35s.  ahead  of  Arrow, 
and  the  Vestal  was  25s.  behind  the  latter.  Having  cleared  the  island 
they  caught  a  fresh  breeze  and  the  Arrow  passed  the  Zouave,  rounding 
the  Nab  as  follows:— 

h.  m*  s.  j  h.  m.  s.  |  h   ■»    • , 

Arrow  12  26  50  |  Zouave  ...... ..  12  27  12  |  Vestal  .•.-..  i 

They  now  stood  away  for  the  Noman,  which  was  passed  i  i 

order,  in  fact  they  never  changed  position  again  throughout 
It  was  evident  the  Arrow  would  be  the  winner,  barring  accW  I 
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from  the  slight  wind  all  interest  in  the  race  was  over,  therefore  it  is 

unnecessary  to  go  into  farther  details,  they  finished  as  under:-* 

h.  ra.  s.  I                            h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Arrow  5  13  32  |  Zouave 5  35  52  |  Vesfcd  5  56  42 

The  Arrow  therefore  was  the  winner  of  the  cop. 

Private  Schooner  Match. — During-  the  sailing  of  the  above,  the 
Dawn,  70  tons,  T.  Broadwood,  Esq.,  and  the  Caiman,  78  tons,  H.  O. 
Hose,  Esq.,  started,  they  were  not  restricted  to  sails,  and  they  ran  down 
to  the  Nab  under  square  topsails.  -This  match  was  kept  so  dose  that  it 
was  a  contest  between  the  two,  and  therefore  we  did  not  time  them* 
The  Caiman  came  in  first,  and  we  suppose  was  therefore  the  victor. 

Wednesday  12th. — The  dinner  took  place  at  the  club  house  this  even- 
ing and  it  was  well  attended.  The  viands  were  of  the  most  recherche 
description,  and  the  style  of  the  arrangements  was  the  theme  of  much 
praise;  indeed,  nothing  that  the  most  fastidious  taste  could  desire  was 
omitted  on  the  occasion.  On  the  removal  of  the  cloth  the  usual  loyal 
and  aquatic  toasts  were  given  and  duly  honored.  The  chair  was  occu- 
pied by  the  commodore,  G.  Holland  Ackers,  Esq.,  and  the  vice-chair 
was  taken  by  the  Vice-Commodore,  Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 

Thursday,  1 3/ A.— In  conformity  with  the  programme,  there  was 
only  one  match  to  come  off,  viz.,  the  Club  Prize  of  £50,  open  to  all 
schooners  belonging  to  the  R.V.Y.C,  to  start  at  lOh.  30m.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  entries:— 

Numbered  as  in  Bunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


Yachts' Names. 


Mariquita 


638 
1254  Zouave 


Rig. 


schooner 
schooner 


Tons. 


125 
105 


Owners. 


F.  B.  Carew,  Esq. 
B.  Arabia,  £sq. 


The  Wildfire  and  Vestal  were  entered  for  this  race,  but  did  not  start, 
as  no  time  was  allowed. 

The  Roadstead  if  we  may  term  it,  but  more  properly  in  the  offing, 

the  muster  of  yachts  was  as  numerous  as  on  the  preceding  days.    The 

sun  shone  brilliantly,  and  a  fresh  breeze  prevailed  from  the  S.E.,  and  in 

consequence  of  the  wind  being  in  that  quarter,  a  dead  beat  to  the  Nab 

was  the  result,  the  pier  head  was  crowded  with  nauticals  to  witness  the 

contest  between  the   Mariquita  and  Zouave,  two  yachts  of  no  mean 

ibilities,  and  each  of  course  had  its  backers.    At  lOh.  80m.,  the 

•ting  gun  was  fired.     Sails  were  immediately  hoisted,  and  although 

Zouave  was  the  first  to  draw  out,  the  Mariquita  was  the  first  to  get 

canvas  set,  and  in  a  few  minutes  passed  to  windward  of  her.     She 

however  the  weatbermost  station,  which  gave  her  some  little  advan- 


404  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

tag*,  but  it  fM  not  of  long  duration.  Both  yaobts>soon  set  topsaSb 
and  stood  over  towards  Spithead,  and  it  appeared  to  as  neither  would 
gift  way,  aod  the  result  was  that  both  went  onshore  together  between 
the  Dean  and  the  Horse,  when  in  the  aet  of  going  about*  The  accident 
happened  at  lib.  precisely.  Fortunately  the  flood  tide  was  coming  in, 
and  from  their  equal  draft  of  water  it  was  not  anticipated  they  would 
remain  long  on  the  ground.  They  immediately  lowered  their  mainsails 
and  used  their  best  exertions  to  get  afloat  The  Zouave  was  the  lee* 
wardmost  Teasel  ashore*  At  Ilk  12m.  she  was  observed  to  wear  round 
and  was  again  afloat.  She  in  a  few  minutes  passed  by  the  Mariqmaa, 
At  Uh.  80m*  the  Zouave  continued  to  walk  away  by  herself,  carrying  a 
rattling  brsese,  and  at  Uh.  60m.  was  closed  to  our  view  by  the  land, 
the  Ifariquita  still  aground.  At  noon  a  tug  hove  in  sight  and  left  the 
mud  lighters  which  she  bad  been  towing,  and  proceeded  to  her  assistance. 
A  hawser  was  soon  carried  out  and  at  12h>  25m.,  she  was  hove  afloat 
into  deep  water,  having  been  ashore  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  all 
which  time  the  Zouave  was  walking  away  by  herself!  At  12b.  50ttu 
she  returned  by  the  Noman.  The  wind  now  dropped,  and  she  got  out 
her  balloon  jib  and  continued  her  portion  of  the  match  alone.  At  lh. 
20m.  she  passed  Hyde,  and  proceeded  to  the  westward,  to  walk  round 
the  remainder  of  the  course.  The  Mariquita  appeared  hove  to  near  the 
accident,  and  as  she  had  given  up  the  contest  the  match  afforded  no 
further  interest 

.  Shortly  before  sunset  a  heavy  thunderstorm  came  on;  and  to  render 
herself  safe,  all  the  sails  of  the  Zouave  were  furled,  and  consequently  she 
did  not  arrive  at  the  goal  before  sunset.  According  to  the  sailing  regu- 
lations she  thus  forfeited  her  right  to  the  prise,  and  three  guns  were 
fired  in  quick  succession  to  notify  the  met;  but  the  Committee,  taking 
all  things  into  consideration,  awarded  the  prize  to  Mr.  Arabin,  and  in 
the  decision  we  believe  every  one  will  concur.  This  match  concluded 
the  sailing  lor  the  week. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  get  up  a  match  between  cutters  and  schoon- 
ers, the  first  of  eaoh  rig  to  have  £25,  but  the  match  did  not  come  oft 
The  cutter*  Hesperus,  Shadow,  Haidee,  Spell,  and  Thought,  were 
entered,  but  as  the  latter  would  not  sail  without  time  being  allowed  she 
withdrew,  and  the  others  followed  her  example.  Among  the  schooners 
which  were  willing  to  enter  were  the  Wildfire,  Beatrice,  and  rr-  "  *  *  * 
here  again  another  plea  was  put  in,  and  instead  of  a  prise  fc_ 
a  blank  was  the  result,  to  the  mortification  of  the  'numerous  j. 
who  congregated  on  the  pier. 

Friday  litk. — The  aquatic  proceedings  were  a  series  of  boa., 
the  details  of  which  arc  given   below.     On  the  occasion  the  *~ 
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presented  an  extremely  grand  appearance.  The  Brilliant  yacht,  belong- 
ing to  the  oommodore,  G.  H.  Ackers,  Esq.,  oneupied  the  central  posi- 
tion of  the  numerous  flotilla,  fully  dressed  out  with  tisgs;  onihe  aaat  of 
the  pier  was  the  beautiful  Arrow  of  the  Vice^commodore,  T«  Chamber* 
layne  Esq*  similarly  equipped ;  and  right  and  left  were  yachts  of  all 
rigs  and  sisee,  ornamented  from  stem  to  stern  with  eyary  variety  of  bun- 
tine  of  all  shapes,  siaes,  and  colours.  As  there  was  a  strong  wind  atihe 
time  the  flags  fluttered  most  gaily,  .and  the  effect  was  such  as  must  he 
seen  to  be  appreciated.  The  pier  was  crowded  with  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, all  of  whom  appeared  to  take  much  interest  in -the  various  matehes 
that  followed,  via;— 

The  first  race  was  for  yachts'  four-oared  gigs  belonging  to  a  Royal 
Yacht  Club.  Prises,  £4,  £2  10s.,  £l  10s.,  and  £1.— Mariquita  1, 
Zouave  2,  Eclipse  8,  Irene  4. 

Second  race,  for  yachts'  boats  belonging  to  a  Royal  Yacht  Club. 
Prises,  £1  15s.,  £1,  15s.,  10&,  6s.— Haidee  1,  Vestal  2,  Antelope  3, 
Brilliant,  Eclipse,  Mariquita,  Zouave,  Shadow,  Caiman. 

Third  race,  dingy  race.  Prises,  £1.  6s.,  £1,  15s.,  10s.,  and  5s.— 
Antelope  1,  Haidee  2,  Mariquita  8,  Eclipse  4,  Caiman,  Zouave,  Bril- 
liant, Beatrice,  Lady  Jane,  and  Jane. 

Fourth  race,  yachts'  four  oared  gigs  belonging  to  R.V.Y.C.  Prices, 
£4.,  £2  10s.,  £1  10s.,  £1.,  15s.,  10s.,  5s.— Mariquita  1 ,  Beatrice  2, 
Irene  8,  Caiman  4,  Shadow  5,  Zouave  6,  Brilliant  7,  Eclipse  8. 

Fifth  race,  duck  hunt  Winner,  £1,  loser  10s. — Thomson,  (hunter,) 
winner;  Brilliant,  (duck,)  loser. 

Sixth  race,  for  yachts9  dingies  belonging  to  the  R.V.Y.C.  Prises, 
£1  10sn  £1,  16s.,  10b.,  5s.,  2s.  6d.— Antelope  1,  Haidee  2,  Mariquita 
3,  Zouave  4,  Brilliant,  Shadow,  Beatrice,  Caiman. 

Seventh  race,  sculling  match.  Prison  £1,  15s,,  10s.,  7s.  6d.,  5s., 
2a.  6d.— Jane  1,  Brilliant  2,  Haidee  8,  What  you  like  4,  Mariquita, 
Caiman,  Antelope,  Express. 

Eighth  race,  a  duck  hunt,  for  yachts'  boats  belonging  to  the  R,  V.  Y.C., 
Winner  £1  5s»,  loser  15s. — Brilliant,  (hunter,)  winner;  Johnson,  (duck,) 

loser. 

The  Bail— This  grand  gathering  took  place  on  Friday  evening, 

and  the  attundaro*  was  most  brilliant    The  whole  of  the  suite  of  rooms 

~  the  club-house  were  devoted  to  the  accommodation  of  the  numerous 

ists,  and  the  arrangements  made  by  the  stewards  were  replete  for  the 

nfort  of  the  gay  throng.    The  musical  department  was  under  the 

iperintendeance  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  as  usual  the  house  steward  provided 

terything  desirable  for  the  company.     Shortly  after  12  o'clock,  owing 
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to  some  bungling  on  the  part  of  the  gas  employees,  the  whole  of  the 
boose  was  in  darkness  for  tome  time;  when  champagne  bottles  had  to 
do  the  doty  of  candlesticks,  and  after  a  messenger  had  been  despatched 
to  the  works,  the  defect  was  rectified.  This  fact  is  more  reprehensible 
as  Cap*.  Helby  had  for  more  than  a  week  previously  apprised  the  Com- 
pany of  the  demand  which  would  be  made  upon  them  on  the  occasion 
of  the  ball,  to  which  they  replied  that  "  they  would  cause  such  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  so  that  a  good  supply  of  gas  may  be  had  at  the  crab 
house  on  the  night  of  the  balL"  With  the  exception  of  this  temporary 
inconvenience,  nothing  occurred  to  mar  the  pleasures  of  the  company. 

Saturday  15fA.— The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  rowing  matches 
between  boats,  principally  belonging  to  the  Brilliant  and  Zouave,  for 
prises  given  by  Mrs.  Ackers,  the  particulars  of  which  we  cannot  give  as 
our  engagements  elsewhere  hastened  our  departure  in  the  morning. 

A  General  Meeting  was  held  at  the  club-house  this  day  when*  about 
forty  members  attended,  the  commodore  in  the  chair,  the  proceedings  of 
the  regatta  having  been  discussed  the  prises  were  awarded. 

The  first  a  Silver  Salver,  value  £20  and  a  purse  of  £80,  won  by  LuN 
worth,  J.  Weld,  Esq.,  owner. 

The  Second  a  Silver  Cup  (presented  by  F.  B.  Carew,  Esq.,)  having 
been  won  by  Arrow,  was  given  to  her  owner,  T:  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 

The  Third  a  Silver  Salver,  value  £10,  and  a  purse  of  £40,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  owner  of  the  Zouave,  R.  Arabin,  Esq. 

The  Commodore  said,  "  It  was  his  painful  duty  to  allude  to  the  un- 
fortunate accident  that  had  occurred  on  the  Club  Battery  the  first  day 
of  the  Regatta  (in  saluting  the  Emperor  of  the  French  on  his  departure 
from  Osborne,)  by  which  Jacob  Harbour,  who  was  assisting  the  signal- 
man, had  his  arm  so  much  injured  by  the  explosion  of  a  gun  in  the  act 
of  reloading  it  as  to  render  amputation  necessary  above  the  elbow.  The 
Committee  had  permitted  a  subscription  list  to  be  opened  in  the  club  for 
his  relief,  and  had  directed  the  sum  of  £25  from  the  club  funds  to  be 
added  to  any  subscription  that  may  be  raised;' and  he  hoped  Members 
would  kindly  contribute  thereto.19 

"  It  was  proposed  by  Sir  James  Caldwell,  g.c.b»,  seconded  by  Sir  John 
Burgoyne,  Bart,  and  carried  unanimously,  that  the  committee  be 
quested  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  this  serious  accident  and  re 
the  nest  General  Meeting,  and  that  in  the  meantime  no  salute  - 
be  fired  from  the  club  battery  requiring  a  reloading  of  the  gui 

The  thanks  of  the  Meeting  were  then  accorded  to  the  Chair** 
the  Meeting  dissolved. 
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Tuesday  Evening,  18th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ackers  entertained  about  150 
t>f  the  principal  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ryde  and  its  environs 
on  board  of  their  splendid  yacht  the  Brilliant.  The  spacious  deck 
of  the  vessel  was  covered  with  an  awning,  and  thus  converted  into  a 
ball  room  of  no  nean  pretensions ;  while,  below,  the  suite  of  cabins 
formed  the  refreshment  rooms.  The  whole  arrangements  were  tastefully 
got  up,  and  the  novelty  of  the  scene  added  much  to  its  attractiveness. 
Dancing,  under  the  musical  superintendence  of  Mr.  Jones,  was  kept  up 
till  an  early  hour  with  great  vivacity,  and  the  ball  afloat  was  a  fair  rival 
to  those  ashore.  The  United  Steam  Company  kept  the  Prince  of 
Wales  steamer  running  at  convenient  intervals  all  night  between  the 
pier  and  the  yacht,  so  that  the  danger  and  inconvenience  in  a  dark  night 
as  this  happened  to  be,  were  entirely  obviated.  Great  praise  is  due  to 
Captain  Beazley,  and  all  under  him,  for  the  attention  and  care  shewn  to 
the  guests;  as  it  was  some  considerable  difficulty  to  keep  among  so  many 
yachts,  of  which  not  half  had  lights  up,  without  an  accident 
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Albeit  do  royal  club  is  located  here  yet,  the  programme  of  this,  place 
exhibits  a  liberality  which  is  seldom  met  with  in  places  where  a  Yacht 
Club  holds  its  head  quarters.  The  sum  of  £160  was  subscribed,  but 
that  which  we  more  particularly  allude  is  the  amount  offered  as  second 
prises  in  the  first  two  races,  one  of  £259  the  other  of  £1 8.  Such  second 
prizes  are  in  themselves  worth  contesting,  and  we  are  rather  "  non- 
plussed "  at  not  finding  a  larger  fleet  at  their  moorings. 

Monday,  August  3rd,  was  the  appointed  time,  and  from  the  promising 
Appearance  of  a  beautiful  day,  with  a  brisk  and  bracing  wind,  and  a 
goodly  attendance  of  yaohts  a  fete  of  more  than  usual  attraction  was 
anticipated.    The  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Company, 
which  takes  so  large  a  share  in  these  interesting  proceedings,  had  wisely 
laid  on  excursion  trains,  and  tempted  holiday  seekers  from  Manchester, 
Sheffield,  Hull,  Lincoln,  Louth,  Boston,  &c  .  What  North  Lincolnshire 
presents  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller  at  this  particular  period  of  the  year 
rotty  well  known.     Its  broad  acres  of  golden  grain,  across  which 
unn  breezes  sweep  and  autumn  clouds  cast  their  cooling  shadows- 
green  pastures  and  crisp  clover  leys,  where  short  horn  and  Leicester 
t  and  fatten  in  quiet  rumination,  its  thriving  farms  which  speak  of 
,h  prices  and  considerate  landlords,  its  many  indications  of  agricultu- 
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ral  enterprise,  its  teeming  orchards  and  comfortable  homesteads,  aU  these 
were  scanned  by  the  many  thousand  people  whose  destination,  orf  the  day 
we  speak  of,  was  the  sea-side.  In  the  town  of  Grimsby,  there  were 
perhaps  fewer  signs  of  bustle  than  usual,  though  the  completion  and 
progress  of  sundry  large  and  commodious  public  buildings,  serve  to  show 
that  "  Excelsoir"  is  still  the  motto.  Every  one  wended  their  way  at 
once  to  the  river. 

It  was  some  time  after  the  appointed  hour  for  starting  that  die  com- 
mittee's boat,  the  steamer  Manchester,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Hawkes,  with  Mr.  Wray  as  pilot,  left  the  dock  and  stood  out  into  the 
river,  with  an  excellent  band  on  board.  Edward  Bannister,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Secretary,  who  on  this,  as  on  all  previous  occasions,  was  the  life  and 
soul  of  the  regatta,  had  made  every  arrangement  for  the  amusement  and 
comfort  of  the  visitors  on  board,  in  number  nearly  two  hundred.  Steer* 
ing  into  the  river  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  good  breese  from  the 
W.S.W.  Two  lines  of  yachts  were  moored  astern  of  H.M.  cutter 
Lively,  and  these  were  the  competitors  for  the  prises. 

For  the  first  race  a  Silver  Tea  Kettle  and  plateau  in  value  GO  guineas 
for  the  first  yacht,  and  a  Silver  Bowl  value  £25  for  the  second ;  for 
schooners  and  cutters  belonging  to  any  Boyal  club  in  Great  Britain,  of 
not  less  than  80  tons,  no  time  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage,  three 
to  start  or  no  race. 

The  following  started:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt*  Universal  Yacht  List /or  1857. 


Mo. 


48 

68 
823 


TMhttP  Niaw. 


VS. 


Aquiline. 
Avalon  -, 
Rapid..... 


schooner 

cutter 
cutter 


i 


55 
85 
47 


J.  Cardinall,  Esq. 
J.  Goodsop,  Esq, 
A.  Bannister,  Esq. 


The  second  raoa  was  for  a  Silver  Vase,  value  3&  guineas  for  the  first 
yacht,  and  a  Silver  Salver,  value  £18  for  the  second:  for  yachts  belong- 
ing to  any  Yacht  Clubs  in  Lincolnshire  or  Yorkshire,  under  80  teas, 
and  net  less  than  10  tone.  Four  to  start  or  no  race.  Half  a  morale 
allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage* 

The  following  started: — 

Numbered  em  dt  Hmtf*  Universal  Yackt  Ltst/br  1857. 


Ho. 


216 
845 
848 


Y«obt»' Ham*. 


Cygnet....-..., 

Fairy. ,.„. 

fcq#eof¥ork. 


Bis. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tosa. 


10 
24 
20 


Cap*.  Bacon 
Capt  Cator,  ajr. 
W.  H.  Lewin,Esq. 
B.<aty,  Esq. 
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The  Alice  Maud,  belonging  to  G.  Cammell,  Esq.,  entered  but  did  not 
start  The  course  was  down  the  Humber  and  round  the  No.  1  Holme 
Buoy,  down  the  Humber,  round  the  Clee  Ness  Buoy,  returning  to  the 
flag-ship,  and  passing  between  it  and  the  piers— a  distance  in  the  whole 
of  somewhat  more  than  twenty  miles. 

When  the  signal  was  fired,  the  Avalon  seemed  to  have  slightly  the 
advantage,  getting  her  topsail  out  first,  but  in  a  few  hundred  yards,  the 
Rapid,  although  on  the  lee  side,  shot  ahead.  Ere  the  buoy  was  gained, 
Rose  of  York  (in  the  second  class)  had  overhauled  the  schooner,  and 
they  passed  round  it  in  the  following  order — Rapid,  Avalon,  Rose  of 
York,  Aquiline,  Fairy,  Eagre,  and  Cygnet  On  running  up,  the  Rapid, 
after  losing  somewhat  of  her  advantage,  nevertheless  continued  to  keep 
some  distance  ahead,  while  the  schooner,  having  the  advantage  of  a 
freshening  wind  soon  passed  the  Rose,  and  stretched  after  her  own 
special  competitors.  The  spectacle  from  the  committee's  steamer  was 
interesting,  and  we  may  here  say  by  the  judicious  orders  of  Captain 
Hawks  the  company  on  board  the  steamer  had  a  far  better  view  of  the 
race  than  on  any  previous  occasion.  Rounding  the  Holme  Buoy,  the 
yachts  were  observed  to  pass  it  about  as  follows:—- 


h.  m.  s. 

Rapid 12  26  80 

Avalon 12  28  16 


h,  m.  s. 

Eagre 12  28  30 

Rose  of  York..  12  28  45 


h.  m.  s. 

Fairy 12  81  15 

Cygnet 12  50    0 


But  previous  to  this  an  unfortunate  event  happened,  which  has  given 

rise  to  a  dispute,  and  a  good  deal  of  recrimination.     During  the  race 

up,  all  at  once  it  was  observed  that  one  or  more  yachts  had  hove  to,  and 

in  a  few  minutes  it  was  seen  that  a  collision  between  the  schooner  and 

the  Avalon  had  taken  place.     The  mainsail  of  the  cutter  was  torn,  the 

figure  head  of  the  schooner  smashed.     Moreover  the  cutter  had  eight 

feet  of  her  bulwarks  carried  away,  and  had  six  inches  of  water  on  her 

floor,  the  schooner  hblding  on  her  course  without  waiting  to  see  what 

damage  was  done.     So  alarming  was  the  contact,  that  those  on  board 

"the  cutter  feared  she  would  go  down,  and  one  of  her  crew  seems,  under 

this  impression,  to  have  jumped  on  board  the  schooner,  where  he  was 

obliged  to  remain.     As  soon  as  the  vessels  were  clear  protesting  flags 

were  hoisted,  and  the  race  was  resumed.     Each  party,  of  course,  blamed 

>  other.     On  the  part  of  the  schooner  it  was  alleged  that  on  passing 

buoy  when  she  was  overhauling  the  Avalon,  the  latter  altered  her 

urse,  came  across  the  schooner's  bows,  which  caused  the  collision,  and 

ich  was  intended  to  throw  the  schooner  on  to  the  buoy,  by  which 

ans  she  would  lose  the  race.     And  it  was  strenuously  denied  that 

*  touched  the  buoy.     On  the  part  of  the  cutter,  it  was  declared  that 
io.  9— vol,  vi.  3  o 
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the  schooner  altered  her  course  in  the  most  unfair  manner,  striving  to 
past  where  she  had  not  a  fair  opening,  that  she  caused  the  collision,  and 
that  one  result  of  the  collision  was  her  fouling  the  buoy.  It  was  im- 
puted to  her  that  she  lost  her  jib-boom  by  the  collision;  but  this  accident 
was  said  to  have  occurred  near  the  first  buoy,  when  it  was  carried  away 
by  the  wind.  However  the  yachts  pursued  their  course  in  the  order 
they  have  been  mentioned.  Returning  down  the  river  the  schooner 
speedily  overhauled  the  Rapid,  hugging  the  Barcum  Sand  so  close  that 
at  one  time  it  was  thought  she  was  fairly  on  it  Indeed  it  is  said  thai 
all  the  yachts  touched  more  or  less.  However,  the  leading  yacht  con- 
tinued her  course  in  gallant  style.  And  the  wind  falling  away  far  a 
short  while,  enabled  the  Avalon  to  assume  the  second  place.  Both  the 
cutters  pursued  a  straight  course  down  the  river  against  the  tide,  but  the 
schooner  struck  into  Grimsby  Roads  in  order  to  cheat  it>  and  then 
stretched  away  again  into  the  river.  The  beneficial  result  of  this  was 
not  very  apparent.  But  few  changes  occurred  in  the  position  of  the 
smaller  yachts,     Clee  Ness  Buoy  was  rounded  as  follows:— 


h»  in.  b. 

Aquiline. 1  41    0 

Avalon 1  47  SO 


h.  m.  s. 

Rapid 1  48  30 

Eagre 1  50  30 


Rose  of  York;...  i  62  20 


The  interest  of  the  race  was  only  just  commencing*  The  wind,  after 
having  veered  more  southward,  again  got  into  the  old  quarter,  and  it 
was  at  once  apparent  the  schooner  could  not  hold  her  own.  Very  soon 
she  made  a  board,  and  on  reaching  over  to  the  south  bank,  did  in  the 
opinion  of  many  proceed  too  far,  but  it  was  not  so  in  reality.  However 
it  brought  up  the  cutters  immensely,  they  being  able  to  keep  close  to  the 
wind.  Soon  however,  they  round  that  they  could  not  fetch  the  flag-ship 
without  a  similar  manoeuvre.  But  they  took  good  care  to  let  the  board 
be  a  very  short  one;  and  again  they  were  all  on  the  wind  together; 
Still,  however,  the  schooner  felt  it  too  much  for  her;  the  flag-ship  was 
but  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  the  cutters  were  still  coming  up  rapidly 
and  confidently.  There  was  no  help  for  it;  she  must  try  another  board, 
but  the  smallest  mistake  would  place  her  last  instead  of  first.  She 
reached  over  for  fifty  or  sixty  yards. ;  perhaps  as  it  was,  there  was  no 
help  for  it;  the  helm  was  turned,  the  Avalon  was  within  bowshot.  In 
a  moment  she  was  up. 

While  the  Aquiline  was  in  stays,  the  Avalon  was  nearing 

and  here  great  doubts  were  expressed  as  to  which  would  be  first  r 

the  schooner  was  soon  underway  again.     In  the  race  up  from  Clee 

the  Eagre  and  Rose  of  York  changed  places,  and  the  five  rounds 
flag-ship  as  follows:— 


GBfiAT   OBI  MSB  Y   KEG  ATT  A.  4U 


Km.*. 

Aquiline 2    2    0 

AvaloD 2    2    2 


h.  m.  s.  |  b.  m.  s. 

Rapid 2    2     5  \  Eagre 2  11  20 

Kose  of  York....  2  11    4  J       Cygnet  not  timed. 

From  the  above  times  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  match  was  very 
exciting;  and  caused  great  speculation,  coupled  with  regret  that  the 
before  mentioned  collision  ever  occurred. 

During  the  above  matches,  six  Fishing  Smacks  Started  lor  a  Puree  of 
£20;  which  was  divided  as  fellows: — Abstainer,  of  Grimsby,  34  tons, 
£10;  Arrow,  of  Colchester,  25  tons,  £7;  Rapid,  of  Paull,  £3;  Admiral, 
of  Paull,  6  tons;  St.  Margaret  of  Grimsby,  33  tons;  Phebe,  of  Grimsby, 
33  tons.  It  suffices  to  say  that  the  winning  boat  had  it  all  her  own 
way  throughout;  the  second  boat  had  a  slight  collision  with  the  Phebe, 
but  without  affecting  her  position  as  regards  the  winner.  Their  time 
of  return  was  as  fellows: — Abstainer,  Ih.  26m.  14s.,  Arrow,  lh.  35m., 
Phebe,  lh.  35m.  4s.,  Rapid,  lh.  41m.  3(K,  St.  Margaret,  lh.  42m.  Os., 
Admiral,  lh.  53m.  7s. 

Rowing  and  sculling  races,  and  a  punt  bunt  in  the  Royal  Dock 
brought  the  regatta  to  a  close. 

Messrs.  Longhurst,  of  the  Yarborough  Hotel,  served  up  a  splendid 
luncheon  on  board  the  Manchester,  and  the  afternoon  was  passed  with 
the  greatest  hilarity.  The  H  umber  was  alive  with  craft  of  all  sizes. 
Lord  Londesborough's  Yacht  and  that  belonging  to  the  Trinity  House 
were  out;  the  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  Sheffield,  Atalanta,  and  Harlequin 
cruised  about  with  clustering  cargoes  on  deck.  Following  up  the  cus- 
tom, quadrilles  and  waltzes  succeeded  to  the  yachting,  and  this  was  only 
interrupted  by  the  formal  presentation  of  the  second  prise  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  Manchester,  whither  the  yachtsmen  had  repaired.  Mr. 
Moody,  the  Mayor,  made  the  presentation  of  the  vase  to  Mr.  Clay, 
remarking  that  as  some  little  doubt  had  been  cast  upon  the  use  to  which 
it  was  to  be  devoted,  he  had  no  doubt  the  winner  would  give  them  the 
benefit  of  an  illustration. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  accepting  the  prize,  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at 
having  been  successful.     He  was  proud  it  had  been  won  in  the  presence 
of  so  much  beauty  from  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  York,  and  proud 
also  that  it  had  been  won  on  the  noble  river  Humber,  and  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Com- 
ly,  for  whose  prosperity  he  was  a  well-wisher.      In  order  that  he 
;ht  find  a  use  for  the  prize  he  wished  it  might  be  filled  with  diam- 
ine, and  handed  rounded  to  the  ladies  who  had  honoured  them  with 
air  presence.     Mr.  Cammell's  boat  he  said  had  not  run  on  that  occa- 
on,  if  it  had,  he  believed  the  prize  would  have  gone  elsewhere. 
Mr.  Chapman,  the  Railway  vice-chairman,  presented  the  salver  with 
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a  few  words  of  congratulation  to  the  company,  on  the  success  of  the  day* 
and  to  the  winner  on  his  success. 

Mr.  Button,  on  behalf  of  his  relative,  Captain  Bacon,  in  accepting 
the  prize,  said,  with  regard  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Clay,  that  he  hoped  Mr. 
CammeU's  yacht  would  compete  with  the  winner  at  Hull  on  Thursday, 
when  they  should  see  which  was  the  best  boat. 

Mr.  Chapman  then  proposed  the  thanks  of  the  company  to  Mr.  E. 
Bannister,  the  Hon.-Secretary,  to  whom  they  were  all  so  much  indebted. 
The  proposal  was  caught  up  with  enthusiastic  applause. 

Mr.  Bannister  responded  in  two  hearty  sentences,  and  shortly  after- 
wards the  steamer  discharged  her  cargo  in  the  lock  basin. 

Decision  of  the  Committee. — After  due  consideration  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  who  consulted  other  yacht  clubs  on  the  subject,  it  has  been  deter- 
mined that  the  schooner  Aquiline  forfeits  her  claim  to  the  prize  in  conse- 
quence of  touching  a  buoy,  and  returning  with  one  man  moie  than  she  started 
with,  and  that  the  Avalon  also  forfeits  her  claim  to  the  prize  in  consequence 
of  having  returned  to  the  goal  with  one  hand  short.  The  man  having  jumped 
on  board  of  the  Aquiline  during  the  collision.  The  first  prize  therefore  falls 
to  the  Rapid. 

The  following  has  since  appeared  in  BelPs  Life:— 

Ma.  Editor. — When  any  circumstance  occurs  in  the  course  of  a  sporting 
transaction  calculated  to  mar  the  general  harmony,  it  usually  happens  that 
very  opposite  statements  reach  you  from  interested  parties  on  both  aides, 
and  an  angry  correspondence  is  the  result.    I  need  not  enlarge  on  how  much 
this  is  to  be  deprecated,  and  therefore  I  send  you  a  plain  statement  of  facta 
as  a  disinterested  eye-witness.     I  became  acquainted  with  the  gentlemen 
sailing  with  the  Avalon  on  the  Saturday  before  the  race,  and  they  finding 
that  my  own  yacht  was  not  going  to  sail,  most  kindly  invited  me  to  join  them. 
I  availed  myself  of  this,  and  therefore  was  on  board  when  the  collision  oc- 
curred.    After  rounding  the  first  buoy,  we  were  able  to  lie  up  about  two 
points  to  windward  of  the  next  turning  point.     The  Rapid  had  the  lead,  the 
Avalon  on  her  weather  quarter,  and  the  Aquline  .in  the  same  position  with 
regard  to  us,  all  tearing  along  with  a  fresh  breeze  and  a  strong  flood  tide. 
A}1  the  yachts  kept  close  by  the  wind  until  near  a  buoy,  which  our  sailing 
orders  directed  us  to  go  to  leeward  of.     To  effect  this  the  Rapid  kept  away ; 
the  Avalon,  not  seeing  room  to  pass  between  her  snd  the  buoy, {was  compelled 
to  keep  away  also,  and  got  into  the  Rapid's  wake :  this  enabled  the  Aquiline 
to  range  up  on  the  weather  beam  of  the  Avalon.    She  also  found  abe  had 
not  room  to  pass,  and  her  helm  was  put  up  at  once,  but  too  late;  it 
was  so  strong  she  had  not  time  to  pay  off  sufficiently  to  pass  under  the 
Ions' »  stern ;  she  struck  the  buoy,  and  instantly  came  stem  on  int< 
Avalon's  weather  quarter,  carrying  away  the  bulwarks  and  stand  ~ 
nearly  three  yards,  driving  her  jib-boom  through  the  mainsail,  and  ., 
her  quite  round,  and  almost  under  by  the  force  of  the  shock.     At  thi«  < 
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moment  tbe  courage,  presence  of  mind,  and  seamanship  of  Mr.  Mason,  the 
sailing  master  of  the  Avalon,  alone  saved  her.  Although  thrown  violently 
into  the  lee  scuppers,  and  struck  by  the  tiller,  he  managed,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Monk,  to  get  the  helm  op,  and  so  kept  some  way  on  the  ship, 
and  gave  his  orders  as  clear  and  firm  as  though  no  danger  were  present,  and 
restored  confidence  to  his  crew,  alike  by  precept  and  example.  Nor  can  I 
close  without  a  tribute  to  the  fearless  seamanship  and  activity  of  the  master 
of  the  Kitten,  who,  not  being  engaged  on  his  own  ship,  went  with  tbe 
Avalon.  Yours,    AMimbbb  or  thb  R.Y.Y.C. 


ROYAL  CORK  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

We  now  insert  the  ''  doings  of  this  club,"  which  were  inadvertently  left 
out  last  month,  and  we  thank  "  Shamrock  "  for  calling  our  attention 
thereto,  although  we  should  have  been  better  pleased  if  he  had  sent  "  his 
version  of  the  affair." 

This  ancient  club,  in  fact  the  oldest  on  record,  continues  to  flourish, 
and  numbers  on  its  list  8  schooners,  41  cutters,  and  1  yawl — total  50 
yachts,  amounting  in  the  agregate  to  1,776  tons.  We  congratulate  the 
members  on  the  non-appearance  of  any  of  the  "smoky  fleet;'9  and  we 
hope  it  will  be  a  long  day  'ere  one  be  allowed  to  hoist  the  red  flag  with 
harp  and  crown  thereon. 

The  announcement  of  an  aquatic  tournament  is  the  signal  for  a  nu- 
merous muster,  not  only  of  those  who  have  "  defended  our  land,"  but 
the  citizen,  the  yoeman,  and  the  tyro-sailor,  with  their  "  ladye-loves," 
hasten  to  the  scene  of  action.  On  July  14th  and  1 5th  the  annual  re- 
gatta was  held,  and  the  brilliancy  of  the  weather  brought  forth  some  of 
the  lovliest  of  Erin's  fair  daughters,  arrayed  in  bright  muslin. 

First  Day. — The  racing  commenced  with  the  hookers,  three  of  them 
starting  for  a  purse  of  £12,— viz.  Rattler,  24  tons,  D.  Sullivan,  Paris, 
21  tons,  J.  Ronayne,  and  Catharine,  21  tons,  M.  Fitzgerald.  The  course 
was  round  Spit  Bank,  and  to  pass  two  points  immediately  outside  the 
harbour,  returning  the  same  route,  keeping  the  Spit  on  the  port  hand. 
Distance  about  80  miles.     The  breeze  was  light  from  S.E.  which  con- 
tributed to  display  the    sailing  qualities  of  the  boats.     The  start  was 
ery  fair  one,  and  tbe  issue  was  for  some  time  doubtful,  but  the  Paris 
ding  she  had  no  chance  gave  in.    After  a  sharp  match  the  Rattler 
ived  two  minutes  ahead  of  Catherine.    The  former  received  £9,  and 
latter  £3. 

The  match  was  for  the  Cork,  Blackrock  and  Passage  Railway  prize  of 
0,  open  to  any  yachts  belonging  to  royal  clubs  or  the  New  York  Club, 
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teeediog  20  mud  not  exoeeding  50  tone.     Time  race— Ac 
'he  following  started  :— 

\ umbered  ai  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857 


No. 


1028 


41 
967 
394 


Yacht*  Nam*. 


Vigilant. 

Julia 

Meteor ... 
Antelope. 

Tar 

Foam  .... 


Riff. 

Ton. 

cutter 

34 

cutter 

46 

cutter 

33 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

42 

cutter 

26 

J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
G.  Howes,  Esq. 
D.  O.  Soniran,  Esq. 
W.  Hull,  Esq. 
T.  C.  Wheeler.  Esq. 
M.  Longfield,  Esq. 


They  started  at  1  Ih.  to  go  the  same  course  as  the  hookers.  The  start 
was  exceedingly  good,  the  Tar  leading,  followed  by  Julia  sharp  up,  the 
others  in  "  a  ruck."  In  this  style  they  bowled  along,  rounding  the  Spit 
in  nearly  the  same  order,  and  for  some  time  with  slight  changes,  uotil 
the  Vigilant  seeing  a  chance  dashed  past  the  second  leading  vessel,  and 
boldly  challenged  the  Tar  for  first  place,  but  the  match  finished  thus— 

h.  m.  s. 

Tar 3  11  25 

Vigilant 3  12  45 


h.  in.   a. 

Meteor 3  26  40 

Antelope *. 3  5S   15 

The  Vigilant  therefore  was  the  winner  by  time. 
The  next  race  was  for  a  prize  of  XI 0,  given  by  the  River  Steamers 
Company.     The  following  started  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yacht  List  Jor  1857. 


No. 


978 
519 
124 


Yachts'  Names 

Uriel  Z 

Imp 

Charm 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tom 


9 
11 
12 


Owners. 


B.  R.  Townsend, 
W.  B.  Morrison,  Esq. 
8.  Perrott,  Esq. 


At  12h.  they  all  got  away,  and  after  a  sharp  contest  the  Imp  came 
in  first,  but  the  prise  was  awarded  to  Uriel  in  consequence  of  the  former 
having  compelled  her  to  go  about  when  on  the  starboard  tack,  near 
Camden  Fort,  to  avoid  fouling. 

Several  rowing  matches  closed  the  day's  proceedings* 

Second  Day.— The  attendance  was  more  numerous  than  on  the  pre- 
vious day.     The  proceedings  commenced  by  a  match  between  hookers, 

not  exceeding  20  tons,  for  a  prize  of  £12,  which  after  a  good 

divided  between  the  Victory  and  New  Captain. 

The  next  was  the  grand  match  of  the  regatta,  and  was  for  a  a 
£50,  for  yachts  exceeding  30  tons.  Time  race,  half  Ackers*  ™* 
below  that  half -a- minute  per  ton. 

The  following  yachts  came  to  the  moorings:— 
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Numbered  as  in  Humfs  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


Mo. 

1096 
607 
967 

1028 


Yachts'  Name*. 


Wildfire  . 
Mosquito 

Tar 

Vigilant.. 


Big. 


schooner 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


60 
59 
42 
84 


Owners. 


J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 
J.  Wheeler,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Alkins,  Esq. 


The  celebrity  of  the  above  yachts  created  very  great  interest,  and  all 
classes  were  anxious  to  see  the  Wildfire,  as  this  was  her  first  appearance 
here.  The  Mosquito  was  an  old  acquaintance  and  a  great  favorite. 
The  Vigilant  which  was  built  by  Wanhill,  was  also  well  known,  having 
contended  with  varied  success  at  the  different  matches.  The  signal  for 
starting  was  given  at  1  lh.,  and  the  Wildfire  soon  showed  ahead,  which 
position  she  maintained  to  the  finish,  the  goal  being  reached  thus:— 


b.  m.  s 

Wildfire 2  51  80 

Mosquito 2  55  80 


h.  m.  s. 

Tar « 8  10  80 

Vigilant 8  19    6 


In  the  race  for  yachts  under  20  tons,  Capt.  O'Bryen's  Flirt  beat  the 
Fidget,  Charm,  Imp,  and  Uriel,  and  winning  the  prize  £20. 

Several  rowing  matches  also  concluded  this  day's  aquatics. 

The  members  of  the  Club  eatertaiued,  on  the  following  day,  the  ow- 
ners of  all  the  yachts  in  the  harbour,  and  their  friends,  with  the  excep- 
of  two  who  were  unavoidably  obliged  to  leave.  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  T.  6.  French,  Esq.  the  Admiral  of  the  Club,  supported  by  Sir  Gil- 
bert East,  Bart  on  the  right,  and  Col.  Eyre  on  the  left.  G.  Armstrong, 
Esq.,  officictased  as  vico-chairman.  There  were  about  60  gentlemen 
present. 


GALWAY  BAY  REGATTA. 

Tan  annual  aquatic  sports  at  this  place  were  held  on  the  80th  of  July, 
Instead  of  27th  as  originally  proposed,  and  was  attended  by  His  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  a  numerous  suite.  The  sports  commenced  with 
fevmee  by  first  class  hookers  for  a  purse  of  £20.  For  this  twelve  started, 
«»d  the  following  three  divided  the  stakes :— Father  Matbew,  15  tens,  Mr. 
<T  luin.;  Bridget  and  Mary,  12  tons,  Bin.  Cock;  Seamew,  18  tous'Mr.  J 
<     »dan. 

he  4100  Sovs  Purse  was  then  offered,  but  T.  Brassey,  Esq.,  and  R.  M. 
{    innel  Esq.,  in  the  most  spirited  manner  declined  to  contest  it  with  their 

Vb,  the  Cymba  and  Plover,  requesting  that  it  might  be  held  over  until  a 
1  !r  attendance  of  racing  yachts  would  afford  a  good  day's  sport  to  the 
;      bttants  of  Galway. 
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The  next  race  therefore  was  for  the  Welcome  Cup,  a  pane  of  25  sovs,  for 
which  the  following  vessels  came  to  the  buoys  :— - 

Numbered  a*  in  Hunt*  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


Yaoht'a  Nanus. 


346 
765 
807 


Fairy 

Pet 

Plover  .-. 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


10 
12 
31 


C.  Lynch,  Esq. 
H.  Lynch.  Esq. 
B.  M.  Grinnell,  Esq. 


The  gun  was  fired  shortly  after  one  o'clock,  and  amidst  a  heavy  squall  and 
rain  a  beautiful  start  took  place,  the  little  Pet  going  to  the  front  at  once  ; 
from  the  heavy  nature  of  the  day  a  shorter  course  than  bad  been  originally 
fixed  upon  was  given,  vie  :  starting  from  the  flag-ship,  and  going  three  times 
round  H.  M.  S.  Hawke,  and  twice  round  the  flag-ship.  Upon  approaching 
the  frigate  the  first  round,  the  Plover  draw  up  rapidly  with  the  Pet,  overtook 
ber  at  the  turn,  and  took  first  place ;  in  the  meantime,  the  wee  Fairy  was 
coming  up  astern  like  a  little  steam-ship,  beautifully  handled,  and  bound- 
ing over  the  Atlantic  surges  buoyant  as  an  air  bubble ;  power,  however,  mast 
be  served,  and  still  the  Plover  challenged  to  win.  As  they  neared  the  frigate 
the  second  round  the  problem  was  solved,  away  went  the  poor  little  Pet  a 
main -halliard  block,  and  her  well  deserved  chance  was  gone.  The  Fair)  now 
took  up  the  running  in  most  determined  style,  her  crew  carrying  on  after  a 
fashion  that  warned  the  Plover  to  be  on  the  alert.  After  as  interesting  a 
race  as  we  ever  witnessed,  they  arrived  at  the  flag-ship  in  the  following  order 
and  time : — 

h.  m.^.  [  h/  m.  a. 

Plover. 4  17  30  |  Fairy 4  23  35 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Fairy  lost  her  race  by  only  50  seconds. 

Second  Day. — The  weather  was  much  more  favourable.  His  Excellency 
embarked  at  an  early  hour  in  a  boat,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  Comb  Co 
Meulo  Castle,  the  romantic  and  beautiful  seat  of  Sir  Thomas  Blake,  oppo- 
site to  which  the  aquatic  sports  of  the  day  were  to  come  off.  After  His 
Excellency's  state  barge  came  the  gigs  of  the  yachts,  and  the  whole  was 
studded  with  boats  of  all  shapes  and  sixes,  urged  eagerly  onwards  to  the 
scene  of  the  sports.  We  have  seldom  if  ever  seen  a  more  beautiful  sight 
than  the  river  and  grounds  of  Meulo  presented  on  this  day.  Bear  Commo- 
dore Bridson,  R.W.Y.C.  presided,  and  as  usual,  wherever  he  is,  nothing  hot 
good  sport  and  good  humour  prevailed.  8everal  very  excellent  contested 
rowing  matches  came  off,  the  principal  one  being  won  by  Mr.  J.  Bynd's 
of  Dublin.  The  Garrison  Purse  was  won  by  the  Gone  Away,  rowed  b] 
Thomas  Blake's  son,  and  the  Messrs.  Redlington.  A  sumptuous  dgt 
was  given  in  honour  of  His  Excellency  by  Sir  Thomas  Blake,  to  vv  * 
elite  of  tbe  county  and  all  the  yachting  visitors  were  invited, 

Third  Day.— The  fishing  vessels  being  in  for  their  week's  provisL- 
water,  a  Purse  of  25  sovereigns  was  offered  for  them  to  contest.     Pfcj 


s 

\ 
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after  one  o'clock  a  fleet  of  seven  splendidly  equipped  and  manned  trawlers 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Irish  Fisheries  Company  started,  and  after  a  spirited 
match  the  prize  was  diveded  betweea  Druid,  Heron,  and  Trio. 

In  the  evening  four  of  the  Directors  of  the  Company  (at  their  own 
private  expense)  entertained  the  captains  and  crews  off  the  vessels  to  the 
number  of  54  men,  at  Kilroy's  Hotel,  where  the  most  kindly  feelings  were 
interchanged,  and  "  Prosperity  to  the  Royal  Irish  Company/'  drunk  with 
three  times  three,  coupled  with  that  of  its  energetic  and  spirited  founder, 
James  Stopford,  Esq.  His  Excellency  expressed  himself  in  the  highest  terms 
as  to  his  reception  in  Galway,  and  stated  that  he  should  not  easily  forget  his 
pleasant  sojourn  in  the  City  of  the  Tribes ;  all  classes  seemed  to  vie  in 
making  their  visitors  sojourn  pleasant  and  comfortable ;  the  Cjunty  Club 
was  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  the  yachtsmen  visitors,  and  ever 
attention  that  could  contribute  to  their  happiness  was  paid  to  them. 


€Wn9s  f  otto. 


A  New  Plan  to  Make  Flags. 

Ceunock  Park,  August  \6th,  1857. 

Si*.— I  wish  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  method  of  joining  the  parts  of 
Signal  *^ig8  together  with  gutta  percha. 

To  make  this  easily  understood  I  will  describe  the  making  of  a  flag.  As 
an  example  I  take  the  Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  flag,  which  is  the  Red  Lion 
of  Scotland  in  a  yellow  shield,  on  a  blue  burgee. 

To  make  this  I  take  a  piece  of  yellow  bunting  a  little  larger  than  the  shield, 
with  chalk  or  pencil  I  draw  on  it  the  outline  of  the  Lion,  stretch  (his  cloth 
on  an  open  frame,  and  lay  down  on  the  outline  a  fine  thread  of  gutta  percha, 
and  make  it  adhere,  by  holding  a  heated  iron  under  the  cloth  with  the  one 
hand,  while  I  lay  down  the  thread  with  the  other.  This  done  I  take  the 
cloth  from  the  frame  and  spread  it  on  a  table,  apd  over  it  a  piece  of  red  cloth; 
then  pass  a  heated  smoothing-iron  over  it,  keeping  it  so  long  on  it,  as  to 
melt  the  gutta  percha  thread  ;  this  if  properly  done  will  completely  fix  the 
two  cloths  together.  Then  with  a  pair  of  scissors  remove  the  yellow  cloth 
that  is  within  the  outline  and  the  spare  red  cloth  without  it,  and  you  will  have 
a  Red  Lion  on  a  yellow  ground.  Now,  either  on  this  cloth,  or  on  the  Blue 
Burgee,  with  gutta  percha  thread  lay  down  the  form  of  the  shield  wanted ; 
this  is  as  easily  done  as  with  the  outline  of  the  Lion ;  or  if  the  outline  is  of 

raight  lines,  fix  the  thread  with  pin  points  to  a  table  on  whiclj  you  have  the 

ath  spread,  by  passing  the  pins  through  the  thread  of  the  angles  and  pres- 

-ng  into  the  table  sufficient  to  make  them  hold,  they  having  no  heads  allow 

>  cloth  that  is  to  form  the  shield  to  be  pressed  down  over  them.    WJion 

cloth  with  the  Lion  on  it  is  properly  in  its  place,  pass  a  hot  smoothing* 

-J  over  above  the  thread  quickly,  just  sufficient  to  make  it  take  hold  of  the 

NO.  9.— VOL.  VI.  3  H 
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doth,  this  preTenU  the  thread  from  shrinking  out  of  its  place,  which  it  will 
do  if  over  heated  in  one  place,  now  give  it  heat  enough  to  melt  the  gum  and 
make  it  go  through  both  cloths;  when  cold  let  all  the  cloth  that  is  not  wanted 
be  removed  and  the  work  is  done. 
I  have  found  it  to  be  rather  heavy  in  the  fly,  and  the  whiffling  action  tears 

the  cloth  off. 

I  often  use  a  piece  of  paper  between  the  iron  and  the  cloth ;  its  only  use 
is  to  prevent  the  gum  fouling  the  Iron,  the  paper  fa  easily  removed  if  done 
while  warm.    I  have  used  this  method  for  three  years,  I  find  the  doth  to 

give  way  before  the  joinings. 

I  am,  &c, 
To  Ou  Editor  H.  Y.Af.  Robbbt  Habt. 


Tims  fob  Tohhagb. 
[The  following  appeared  in  IMP*  Life,  and  to  which  we  have  alluded  in  p.  371.] 

Mb.  Ebitob. — May  I  crave  the  indulgence  of  being  allowed  a  small  space 
in  your  valuable  journal  for  the  insertion  of  the  following  remarks  on  those 
most  unfair  and  ridiculous  conditions  under  which  yschts  are  now  frequently 
required  to  compete  for  the  prizes  given  at  our  regattas,  ycleped,  "time  for 
tonnage."  This  very  puerile  proceeding  compels  a  yacht  of  100  tons,  altbo' 
as  slow  as  a  hay  barge,  to  give  one  of  50,  which  may  be  as  ftst  as  a  steamer, 
25  minutes,  whether  the  course  is  in  the  open  sea  or  a  narrow  and  short  river 
or  whether  it  blows  a  gale  or  fa  a  dead  calm.  To  prove  the  absurdity  of  this, 
it  fa  merely  necessary  to  show  how  such  a  practice  would  act  if  carried  out 
to  the  foil  extent.  Many  of  your  readers,  no  doubt,  can  well  remember 
seeing  in  the  list  of  members  of  the  Royal  Tacht  Squadron  some  few  years 
back  the  name  of  the  much  lamented  Admiral  Corry,  and  opposite  it  (as  his 
yacht?  I  suppose),  H.  M.  ship  Superb,  of  some  two  thousand  tons,  and  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  rule  of  the  Club  that  could  have  prevented  the  gallant 
admiral  from  entering  his  yacht  (?)  in  any  time  race.  At  any  rate,  any 
member  possessing  a  yacht  of  similar  tonnage  fa  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so, 
and  in  that  case  such  a  vessel  would  have  to  allow  most  of  her  competitors, 
in  a  race  of  the  average  duration,  somewhere  about  thirty-five  hours  in  six  f 
Now,  the  advocates  (or  such  a  system  would  greatly  oblige  the  true  frinds  to 
yachting,  who  are  at  present  far  from  being  their  debtors,  if  they  would  favor 
your  correspondent  and  the  public  with  an  early  solution  of  this  very  amusing 
arithmetical  problem— a  characteristic  creation  of  such  futile  imaginations. 

The  most  unjustifiable  use  that  fa  occasionally  made  of  this  time  for  ton- 
nage dogma  (and  in  one  case  of  very  recent  date)  fa  the  putting  it  in  force 
in  races  for  her  Majesty's  prizes;  for  it  fa  surely  patent  to  all,  tha* 
praiseworthy  intention  of  our  beloved  and  generous  Queen  in  offering  . 
fa  as  a  reward  to  the  best  vessel,  and  an  incentive  to  those  who  have  ' 
their  power  to  promote,  by  and  their  wealth  and  ingenuity,  the  imp 
ment  in  naval  architecture !  and  no  one,  I  think,  will  deny  that  sue 
and  always  has  been,  the  royal  wish  in  similar  acts  of  kindness  towa-"*- 
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races  on  the  turf,  to  encourage  the  breed  of  horses,  and  reward  him  who  may 
show  himself  the  most  successful  in  that  particular.  I  must,  therefore, 
maintain  that  the  Sailing  Committees  at  our  regattas  have  no  more  right  to 
so  misapply  her  Majesty's  munificence,  by  giving  it  to  the  worst  vessel ;  than 
would  the  stewards  of  our  horse-races  be  justified  in  making  such  rules  as 
would  allow  of  an  inferior  animal  carrying  it  off  from  one  of  superior  merit. 
If  it  is  considered  indispensable  for  the  pormotion  of  sport  at  our  regattas 
that  yachts  should  be  handicapped,  the  proper  way  would  be  to  appoint 
some  person,  who  would,  by  constant  and  attentive  observation,  make  him- 
self fully  acquainted  with  the  relative  sailing  properties  of  all  yachts  in  all 
kinds  of  weather  and  in  all  waters,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  race,  when  the 
distance  and  nature  of  the  course,  the  set  of  the  tides,  and  the  quarter  and 
force  of  the  wind,  are  correctly  ascertained — then,  and  not  till  then,  say  what 
time  one  vessel  shall  allow  another.  Such  a  public  handicapper  would  easily 
be  found,  provided  the  remuneration  was  liberal  and  handsome;  but  to 
continue  the  present  system,  and  to  allow  of  or  overlook  that  most  odious 
and  unseamanlike  practice  of  shifting  ballast  during  a  race,  will,  ere  longi 
drive  from  these  national  contests  all  honest  and  honourable  yachtsmen,  and 
the  large  and  sea-worthy  boats,  and  leave  the  funds  of  our  yacht  clubs  to  be 
thrown  away  upon  vessels  calculated  merely  to  put  money  into  the  pockets 
of  their  unenviable  possessors.  Yours,         A  Yachtsman. 

Mr.  Editor. — The  manifesto  against  "  time  for  tonnage"  in  your  number 
of  the  9th  having  remained  without  reply,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  con- 
siderations in  opposition  to  "  A  Yachtsman."    I  shall  only  notice  the  pre- 
posterous case  he  puts  of  H. M.S.  Superb  having  to  allow  a  yacht  of  ordinary 
size  35  hours  in  a  6  hours*  race,  by  observing  that,  if M  this  very  amusing 
arithmetical  problem'*  be  a  "  characteristic  creation  of  a  futile  imagination," 
the  problematist  is  none  other  than  your  correspondent  ;   Ackers*s  scale 
being  intended  to  overcome  an  existing  difficulty,  not  to  provide  for  impro- 
bable absurdities.    Let  us,  therefore,  leave  vain  imaginings  for  sober  feet, 
and  consider,  firstly,  the  purposes  for  which  yacht  prizes  are  given,  and, 
secondly,  the  probable  result  of  enforcing  your  correspondent's  devoutly 
wished- for  consummation,  of  giving  all  such  prizes  to  the  "beat"  yacht,  by 
which  I  understand  him  to  mean  the  fastest  and  best  model  of  a  certain 
tonnage,  though  what  that  tonnage  should  be,  "  A  Yachtsman"  sayeth  not. 
I  will  assume  that  in  a  club  there  are  three  cutters  of  100,  160,  and  200  tons 
respectively,  and  that  the  largest  of  these  is  according  to  "  A  Yachtsman's" 
classification,  the  "  best".     Will  he  assert  that  it  is  the  interest  or  intention 
of  either  the  State  or  of  yacht  clubs  to  reward  the  larger  vessel  to  the  dis- 
iragement  and  suppression  of  the  smaller  ones  ?  Surely  he  will  admit  that 
encouragement  to  yachting  has  a  broader  purpose,  and  that  it  is  politic 
well  as  just,  to  consider  the  numerous  80-tonners,  with  their  small  con- 
dition to  a  naval  reserve,  as  well  as  the  more  favoured,  but  rarer,  owner 
[  thousands  a  year,  and  hundreds  of  tons. 

our  correspondent  may  say,  "  Class  yachts,  and  let  those  of  nearly  equal 
.nage  sail  together ;  "  but  this  is  possible  only  in  clubs  having  a  very 
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numerous  fleet  of  vessels,  and  not  always  then*  aa  for  example— At  the  R.Y.S. 
match  for  the  Queen's.  Cup,  for  cutters  under  106  tons,  where  the  Lulworth 
of  80  tons,  obtained  so  easy  a  victory  over  three  others,  averaging  about  54 
tons  each,  that  it  was  said  by  some  of  her  crew  no  judgment  of  her  speed 
could  be  formed  until  tried  against  something  more  on  an  equality  with  her. 
Again,  at  Ryde,  the  only  match  of  the  slightest  interest  was  the  £100  Sub- 
scription Prise,  time  for  tonnage,  and  open  to  all  clubs,  for  which- the  unpre- 
cedented number  of  thirteen  vessels  sailed ;  whereas  on  the  next  day,  the 
only  yachts  entered  for  the  very  handsome  Cup  presented  to  the  Club  by 
F.  B.  Carew,  Esq.,  refused  to  start  unless,  allowed  time  by  the  Arrow  «aa 
arrangement  which  was  come  to  at  the  eleventh  bopj»  when-  that  vessel  and 
two  schooners  started,  leaving  several  others  behind,  who  would  have  accepted 
the  amended  conditions  had  the  opportunity  been  afforded  them. 

For  the  third  prize  the  small  schooners  also  refused  to.  go  without  time, 
leaving  the  race  to  J>e  "  walked  over"  by  Zouave,  whose  only  competitor, 
Mariquita,  got  on  shore ;  and  for  the  fourth  prize  there  was  no  race,  the 
small  cutters  refusing  to  sail  without  time  against  Arrow.  Here  are  the  two 
systems  in  work.  The  refusal  to  sail  against  Arrow  is  a  plain  acknowledg- 
ment of  her  superiority  over  smaller  vessels  like  tfre  Whirlwind,  77,  and  the 
Extravaganza  of  48  tons.  Would  your  correspondent  therefrom  deduce  that 
the  prizes  should  be  presented  to  her  owner  ?  Surely  not !  The  intention 
of  those  subscribing  to  the  regatta  fund  was  probably  to  encourage  yachts 
of  various  sizes,  and  to  afford  themselves  the  amusement  of  a  well-contested 
race,  not  to  present  a  testimonial  to  one  vessel,  however  superlatively  praise- 
worthy among  those  of  her  class,  as  your  correspondent  will,  I  am  confident, 
allow  the  Arrow  to  be.  If  the  "  best"  vessel  is  to  win,  she  must  have  com- 
petitors in,  at  least,  positive  and  comparative  degrees,  or  the  public  will  vote 
the  whole  thing  a  sham  and  a  bore,  andjeave  the  funds  to  be  provided  by 
those  "  true  friends  of  yachting"  who  are  able  to  overpower  the  "small  fry" 
by  their  accidental  weight  of  metal. 

"  The  wealthy  and  ingenious"  improvers  of  naval  architecture  (?)  referred 

to  are  doubtless  content  with  the  admitted  superiority  of  their  vessels,  and 

seek  not  the  unenviable  distinction  of  being  mere  cup -hunters  in  inland 

waters. 

A  Noa-Racbr. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  B.— The  "Cbuisr  to  the  Hebrides,"  received  with  many  thanks,  and 
will  commence  in  our  next. 

Yachting  In  America  and  Canada  received,  will  appear  in  a  future  number. 

9im.^TheMRBnnia80B]roB8,'and  mMtLoow  we  hope  to  continue  at 
as  the  Authors  return  to  winter  quarters. 

"  Habboub  Pilosaqb,"  shall  have  our  earliest  attention. 

Several  Communications  stand  over  until  we  have  M  reeled  «ftV'  the  va-. 
Regatta  Yarns.  Our  readers  must  bear  in  mind  that  these  regattas  when  r~- 
will  shew  the  doings  of  the  yachts  to  future  ages. 

London— HUNT  a  Oo,  Printer*  6,  New  Church  Street,  Edffwere  Boad. 
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YACHTING  OH  THE  THAMES. 

Now  that  the  yachting  season  on  the  Thames  is  fairly  over  we  com- 
mence our  annual  resume  of  the  different  matches,  carefully  compiled 
from  our  own  notes. 

The  season  has  been  a  very  successful  one,  there  haying  been  eight 
cutter  matches  and  one  for  schooners,  the  only  failure  being  that  for 
the  B.T.Y.C.  Third  Class  Match. 

All  of  these  matches  have  been  won  by  old  yachts,  none  of  the 
new  ones  haying  done  anything,  although  next  season,  we  may  hope 
for  better  accounts  of  them. 

The  weather  too,  this  Season,  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired, 
each  match  day  being  fine,  and  gaff-topsails  were  carried  in  every 
race.  Last  year,  our  readers  will  recollect,  it  blew  hard  and  rained 
on  each  occasion. 

The  season,  this  year,  was  inaugurated,  on  the  19th  of  May  by 
the  youngest  club  on  the  station,  viz.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the 
spirit  usually  shown  by  this  club  was  rewarded  by  a  remarkably  fine 
day,  and  a  well  contested  match,  although  there  were  only  four 
entries ;  but  these  four  were  well  known  clippers,  and  great  sport 
was  expected,  which,  as  the  sequel  will  show  was  fully  realized. 
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The  prizes  were  as  usual  with  this  club,  very  good  for  small  yachts, 
first — a  silver  cup  and  cover,  value  thirty-five  guineas  from  the  club 
funds ;  second — a  very  handsome  cup,  value  ten  guineas,  presented 
by  the  indefatigable  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Chubb,  whose  valuable 
services  the  club  has  unfortunately  lost ;  and  third — a  silver  cup, 
value  six  guineas,  presented  by  the  auditors.  The  Silver  Cloud,  7 
tons,  Mr.  Hewett ;  Julia,  7  tons,  Mr.  Turner ;  Little  Mosquito,  8 
tons,  Mr.  Buhner ;  and  Valentine,  7  tons,  Mr.  Fradgley,  contended 
for  these  prizes,  over  the  usual  course  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman 
Head  light  and  back,^rith  one  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  the  differ- 
ence of  tonnage. 

Before  we  proceed  to  describe  the  race,  we  will  briefly  glimpse  at 
the  different  yachts  : — 

The  Silver  Cloud  was  built  last  year  by  Bauckham  at  Barking,  - 
and  is  a  large  vessel  for  her  tonnage.    She  looks  a  far  better  sea-boat 
than  racer,  although  she  is  remarkably  fast  before  the  wind.     She 
was  originally  rigged  as  a  sloop,  but  is  now  a  cutter. 

The  Julia  is  an  iron  boat  of  very  peculiar  build,  uniting  great 
accommodation  with  speed.  She  was  built  entirely  from  the  designs 
of  her  late  owner,  Mr.  Bain  of  Blackwall.  She  has  won  several 
prizes,  but  of  late  new  vessels  have  come  out,  and  she  is  not  now  as 
successful  as  she  has  been.  Previous  to  this  match  she  was  length- 
ened upwards  of  four  feet  amidships,  and  great  things  were  prophesied 
concerning  her. 

The  Little  Mosquito  was  built  some  years  since  by  Hatcher  of 
Southampton,  and  during  her  first  season  on  the  Thames,  she  won 
everything  she  sailed  for ;  but  has  not  been  so  fortunate  since  she 
came  into  her  present  owner's  hands.  She  is  a  very  short  boat  with 
immense  beam,  and  is  certainly  remarkably  fast. 

The  Valentine  was  built  by  Wallis  of  Blackwall,  and  shared  at 
one  time  the  pride  of  place  with  Julia,  but  since  she  changed  hands, 
her  spars,  sails,  &c.,  have  been  very  much  reduced,  or  else  she  would 
have  occupied  a  better  place  at  the  finish. 

The  start  took  place  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  S.W.,  and  the 
sky  overcast.  The  Valentine  jumped  off  with  the  lead,  although  the 
Little  Mosquito  was  the  first  fairly  round:  Valentine  set  a  jib-headed 
topsail,  the  others  their  square-headed  ones,  and  they  ran  at  a  good 
pace  throughout  Erith  Bands,  at  the  lower  end  of  which  Julia  and 
Silver  Cloud  passed  Little  Mosquito,  the  latter  to  windward.     In 
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Long  Beach  the  four  were  all  together,  and  formed  a  very  pretty 
picture,  their  snowy  canvas  looking  still  whiter  in  the  bright  sun 
which  was  now  shining. 

The  Julia  kept  the  lead,  and  rounded  the  Chapman  43s.  ahead  of 
Silver  Cloud,  2m.  43s.  ahead  of  Little  Mosquito,  and  7m.  41s.  ahead 
of  Valentine.  The  partizans  of  Julia  were  now  in  high  glee,  as  it 
was  a  beat  back,  and  turning  to  windward  was  well  known  to  be  her 
forte.  In  the  third  tack  Little  Mosquito  passed  the  Cloud,  and  in 
the  fifth  was  close  to  Julia,  and  the  match  now  became  very  exciting, 
when  unfortunately  Julia  grounded  on  the  edge  of  the  Blyth  where 
she  remained  some  eight  minutes,  during  which  time  the  other  two 
passed  her.  Off  Mucking  light  Julia  again  passed  Valentine,  but 
could  not  overhaul  the  Silver  Cloud,  and  they  rounded  at  Erith  with 
Little  Mosquito  the  winner,  (deducting  one  minute  allowance  to  each 
of  her  opponents,)  beating  Silver  Cloud  by  2m.  50s.,  Julia  5m.  25s., 
and  Valentine  18m.  50s.  This  finals  shews  that  in  all  probability 
Julia  would  have  won  had  she  not  grounded,  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration the  time  she  was  detained. 

There  was  some  talk  of  a  protest  against  Julia  receiving  the  third 
prize,  on  the  plea  that  the  crew  had  shoved  her  off  the  Sand,  but  it 
was  not  carried  out.  Thus  ended  the  first  match  of  1857-  Little 
Mosquito  was  admirably  sailed  by  her  builder,  and  was  fortunate  in 
meeting  with  just  such  weather  as  suited  her. 

The  next  matches  on  the  Thames  were  on  June  2nd,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  being  for  first  and  second 
class  cutters,  belonging  to  the  club,  and  the  splendid  prizes  offered, 
viz. — a  silver  tankard  and  salver,  value  1002.  for  the  first  class,  and 
a  silver  claret  jug  and  six  cups  for  the  second,  tempted  the  following 
vessels  to  compete.  In  the  first  class,  Extravaganza,  49  tons,  Sir 
P.  Shelley,  Cyclone,  43  tons,  Mr.  Patterson,  and  Mosquito,  59  tons, 
Mr.  Groves,  jun.  In  the  second  class,  Silver  Star,  25  tons,  Mr. 
Mann,  Glance,  35  tons,  Mr.  Banks,  Phantom,  27  tons,  Mr.  Lane, 
Thought,  29  tons,  Mr.  Marshall,  and  Emmet,  32  tons,  Mc  Gibson. 
The  usual  course  from  Erith  to  the  Nore  and  back,  half-a-minute 
per  ton  allowed. 

The  tonnage  wa#  calculated  by  the  new  rule  of  the  club,  which  we 
are  glad  to  see  has  also  been  adopted  by  the  Royal  London  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Clubs,  so  that  we  have  three  established  clubs  on 
an  important  yachting  station,  using  the  same  law  of  measurement * 
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and  we  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  wo  shall  be  able  to  say 
the  same,  concerning  oS  the  yacht  clubs,  as  we  are  convinced  that 
ene  uniform  mode  of  measuring  would  greatly  tend  to  advance  yacht- 
ing interests. 

^We  will  now  proceed  to  notice  briefly  the  various  competitors: — 
The  Extravaganza  was  built  last  year  by  Wanhill  of  Poole,  and  is  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  a  yacht,  being  a  large,  roomy,  and  comfortable 
vessel,  although  she  has  not  been  so  successful  in  match  sailing,  as 
her  owner  might  desire,  yet  she  is  rather  a  formidable  opponent  to 
vessels  of  her  class. 

Cyclone  was  also  new  last  ycfcar,  and  was  built  by  her  owner  at 
Bristol,  and  seems  to  be  much  stiffer,  and  more  improved  in  her 
sailing  qualities  this  season. 

Mosquito  is  now  ten  years  old,  and  is  so  well  known  to  all  yachts- 
men, that  we  shall  only  observe  that  this  year  she  had  new  sails,  and 
her  mast  is  four  feet  longer,  and  her  gaff  somewhat  shorter. 

Silver  Star  was  built  last  year  by  Tovell  of  Colchester,  and  is  very- 
long  for  her  beam.  This  is  the  only  match,  we  believe,  she  has 
actually  started  in,  although  she  has  been  entered  in  others,  so  we  must 
not  judge  of  her  capabilities  by  this  performance. 

Glance  was  built  in  1855  by  Hatcher  of  Southampton,  and  was  at 
the  head  of  the  list  of  winners  last  year,  having  won  ten  matches  out 
of  eleven  she  sailed  in ;  but  since  she  has  been  in  her  present  owner's 
possession  she  has  not  been  successful. 

The  Phantom  and  Thought  are  both  so  well  known,  that  any  re- 
marks on  them  would  be  superfluous.  The  latter  has  this  year 
passed  into  Mr.  Marshall's  hands. 

Emmet  is  quite  new,  (this  being,  we  believe,  her  first  match,)  and 
was  built  by  Wanhill.  She  is  a  long  sharp  vessel,  looking  the  beau 
ideal  of  a  racer,  and  we  certainly  expected  to  find  her  near  the  win- 
ner at  the  finish,  which  no  doubt  would  have  been  the  case  if  she 
had  not  met  with  an  accident. 

The  day  was  pleasant,  with  a  bright  sun,  and  a  light  wind  from 
S.S.E.  The  start  took  place  at  I  lh.  30m.  20s.  in  very  good  style, 
Extravaganza  taking  the  lead,  followed  by  Cyclone  second,  Olance 
third,  the  others  close  up.  Off  Purfleet  the  wind  changed  to  S.W., 
the  Thought  shortly  after  passed  Glance,  Phantom  following ;  the 
Mosquito  after  passing  Gravesend  overhauled  each  of  the  leading 
craft,  was  never  headed  afterwards,  and  rounded  at  the  Nore   (the 
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vessels  of  her  class,)  ahead  of  Extravaganza  lm.  10b.  and  of  Cyclone 
12m.  10b.  In  the  second  class  the  Emmet  had  the  lead  from  the 
commencement  and  rounded  ahead  of  Thought  5m,  20s.,  of  Glance 
11m.  40s.,  of  Phantom  12m.  40s.,  and  of  Silver  Star  20m.  40s. 
Considering  the  allowance  of  time  the  Extravaganza  still  had  4m. 
50s.  in  her  favour ;  and  the  Emmet  was  winning  by  3m.  60s.,  but 
unfortunately  after  rounding  carried  away  the  bolt  of  the  bobstay,  or 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  time  of  arrival  her  chance  was  first-rate.  A 
spirited  match  was  carried  on  between  Mosquito  and  Extravaganza ; 
also  between  Emmet  and  Thought.  Glance  and  Cyclone  had  a  little 
spurt  together,  and  whilst  thus  employed  the  Phantom  slipped  by 
them,  and  the  whole  fleet  arrived  as  follows : — 

In  the  first  class,  Mosquito  ahead  of  Extravaganza  12m.  35s.  in- 
cluding 5m.  for  difference  of  tonnage,  and  ahead  of  Cyclone  29m. 

In  the  second  class,  Thought  came  in  ahead  of  Emmet  4m.  40s., 
which  added  to  the  lm.  30s.  the  latter  had  to  allow  for  difference  of 
tonnage,  makes  the  old-un  a  winner  by  6m.  10s.  When  we  take 
into  consideration  the  mishap  which  occurred  to  the  Emmet  we  can* 
not  call  it  such  a  defeat  as  the  Thought  can  lwast  of.  Now  with  her 
old  antagonist  it  is  different,  the  Thought  had  to  allow  Phantom  lm., 
and  independent  of  which  she  beat  her  8m.  10s.!  now  this  was  a 
triumph.  Again,  the  Thought  also  thrashed  the  renowned  Glance 
by  11m.  10s.  independent  of  6m.  which  she  had  to  receive. 

We  now  come  to  the  first  match  of  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club, 
which  came  off  en  the  ever-memorable  18th  of  June,  and  was  con- 
tested by  first  and  second  class  cutters  belonging  to  the  club.  The 
prizes  were  most  liberal,  being  for  first  class,  a  silver  inkstand,  value 
50/.  for  first  vessel,  a  sifver  tankard,  value  30/.  for  the  second,  and 
10/.  in  money  for  the  third:  for  the  second  class,  a  silver  claret  jug, 
value  30/.  for  first  vessel,  and  10£  in  money  for  second.  In  the 
first  the  class  the  following  contested — Thought,  Phantom,  and  Rose 
of  York,  22  tons,  Mr.  Clay.  In  the  second  class,  Zephyrine,  1 9  tons, 
Mr.  Chillingsworth,  Cormorant,  11  tons,  Mr.  Talmadge,  Kitten,  13 
tons,  Mr.  Leach,  and  Mystery,  18  tons,  Mr.  Dormay. 

The  Rose  of  York,  is  a  new  vessel,  but  who  built  her  we  know  not, 
as  our  application  for  information  has  not  been  answered.  She  is 
a  very  pretty  looking  vessel,  and  hails  from  Hull,  where  she  won  a 
prize  at  the  last  regatta. 

The  Zephyrine  was  built  by  Wallis  of  Blackwall,  and  is  a  whole- 
some looking  craft,  but  not  very  fast. 


426  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

The  Cormorant  is  a  very  handsome  yacht,  built  by  Payne  of 
Southampton  :  she  does  not  seem  adapted  to  racing,  with  her  present 
fit  out 

The  Mystery  is  one  of  the  old  school,  and  therefore  did  not  expect 
to  win. 

The  Kitten  and  the  others  are  too  well  known  to  require  any  par- 
ticular notice. 

The  yachts  were  ranged  in  two  even  lines,  and  at  the  sound  of 
the  gun  the  lively  little  Kitten  bounded  off  with  the  lead,  followed 
by  the  Phantom  at  a  great  pace.  Thought  carried  away  her  bobstay 
soon  after  starting,  and  fell  off  to  leeward  considerably.  Off  Green- 
hite  the  Phantom  passed  Kitten,  and  before  reaching  Gravesend  the 
Thought  had  also  given  her  the  go-bye,  and  as  the  wind  freshened 
down  came  topsails,  and  most  of  the  yachts  took  in  a  reef,  and  away 
they  rattled  for  the  steamer,  moored  about  two  mileb  below  Leigh, 
which  they  rounded  thus  : — In  first  class,  Phantom  5m.  30s.  ahead 
of  Thought;  second  class,  Kitten.  19m.  ahead  of  Zephyrine,  the 
others  not  timed. 

The  tide  had  some  little  time  to  ebb,  and  as  it  was  now  a  fair 
wind,  ree&  were  shaken  out  and  big  topsails  hoisted,  the  yachts  ran 
back  at  an  astonishing  rate,  indeed  the  steamer  only  overtook  the 
Phantom  off  Northfleet,  and  she  finished  by  winning  the  first  prize 
in  her  class,  and  the  Kitten  first  prize  in  her  class. 

We  shall  give  the  remainder  of  this  notice  in  our  next. 


A  CRUISE  TO  THE  HEBRIDES. 

Past  I. 

At  this  season,  when  so  many  enjoy  boating  at  the  coast,  some  few  re- 
miniscences of  an  excursion  to  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland  may 
interest  your  readers  generally,  and  perhaps  benefit  such  of  them  as 
contemplate  sailing  for  the  first  time  beyond  the  Isthmus  of  Kintyre 
and  extending  their  adventures  to  the  waters  of  the  Hebrides.  I  shall, 
therefore,  without  further  preface,  give  you  a  few  notices  of  our  trip, 
picked  up  by  the  way  and  jotted  down  on  board,  premising  that  our 
vessel  was  a  small  cutter,  (the  Diamond,  R.N.Y.C.,)  of  some  seventeen 
or  eighteeen  tons,  o.m..  affording  accommodation  to   our  party,  thre  in 
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number,  and  to  the  crew— if  two  seamen  and  a  lad  of  eighteen  could  be 
so  denominated. 

Such  being  our  complement,  we  slipped  moorings,  at  Millport,  a  sea- 
coast  village  on  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  on  Friday  the  19th  of  June  last, 
1857,  and.  with  a  fair  wind  and  flowing  sheet,  steered^gaily*  onward, 
passing  the  Garrochhead  and  Cock  of  Arran,  thence  making  Campbel- 
town harbour,  where  we  cast  anchor  for  the  night.     Our  course  then 
lay  round  the  Mull  of  Kin  tyre,  a  point  of  storms,  having  nearly  as  many 
terrors  for  the  hardy  fishermen  of  the  west  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  Cape  Horn  had  for  Vasco  da  Grama  and  Magellan  of  old,  and  cer- 
tainly we  found  the  doubling  of  it  far  from  agreeable,  as  we  encountered 
a  heavy  short  sea,  raised  by  the  wind  over  night,  which  had  by  that 
time  died  away,  leaving  us  with  empty  sails  flapping  to  and  fro,  while 
the  spars  and  jrigging  jigged  backwards  and  forwards  most  unmercifully, 
and  our  little  craft  pitched  into  the  chopping  sea,  bowsprit  under,  refus- 
ing to  answer  her  helm.     Fortunately  the  tide  favoured  us,  and  we 
gradually  worked  down  nearly  to  Paterson's  Rocl^s,  when  the  breeze 
freshened,  and  we  stood  on  our  course  between  Sana  and  the  mainland, 
and  thence  northward,  passing  Machrilianish  Bay,  through  the  Sound  of 
Ghia  and  Loch  Nakili,  a  very  good  place  for  anchoring,  lying  on  the 
*  west  side  of  Donna  Island  at  the  mouth  of  Loch  Achastil.    The  passage 
of  the  sound  appeared  to  be  troublesome,  as  sunk  rocks  were  cropping 
up  on  all  hands,  so  much  so,  that  if  we  had  not  been  advised  of  the 
perfect  safety  of  the  route,  we  would  certainly  have  preferred  the  outer 
and  more  spacious  seaway  lying  between  Ghia  and  Islay,  marked  on  the 
chart  as  the  track  for  Norway  and  the  Baltic. 

Next  morning  we  were  astir  betimes,  enjoying  to  the  fullest  extent  as 
magnificent  weather  as  the  most  fastidious  admirer  of  highland  scenery 
could  desire,  our  only  objection  being  t|hat  the  wind  was  light,  scarcely 
ruffling  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  reflected  clearly  the  rounded 
forms  of  the  high  land  of  Jura.  We  managed,  however,  to  pursue  our 
route  up  the  sound  to  the  opening  of  Loch  Crinan,  thence  through 
the  labyrinth  of  isles  and  rocky  headlands  which  give  to  this  most 
romantic  coast  such  an  air  of  intricacy  and  beauty.  Here  the  tide  runs 
rery  strong  in  certain  quarters,  particularly  off  the  Crinan,  at  the  Doors, 
as  a  narrow  passage  is  technically  denominated,  where  the  eddy  percep- 
tibly influenced  our  vessel  even  when  sailing  with  a  pretty  stiff  breeze, 
sometimes  deflecting  the  bows  to  the  north,  and  sometimes  to  the  south, 
as  the  currents  caught  the  stem  or  sternpost. 

The  most  direct  course  from  Loch  Crinan  to  Iona  would  have  been 
through  the  Gulf  of  Coryvreckan,  the  Charybdis  of  the  West;  but  our 
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wiling  directions  instructed  us  to  avoid  that  dangerous  passage,  although 
it  is  sometimes  taken  at  certain  states  of  the. tide;  we,  therefore,  shunned 
she  difficulties,  which4  are  neither  few  nor  small.  "Coryvreeken"  says 
Norte's  Sailing  directions  for  the  West  Coast  of  Scotland,  a  useful 
pamphlet  which  accompanies  the  chart,  "is  formed  by  the  north  end  of 
the  Jura  and  the  Island  of  Scarba.  It  is  distinguished  by  a  violent 
breaking  of  the  sea,  with  whirlpools,  which  sometimes  wash  over  a  ship's 
deck,  and  would  in  all  probability,  sink  the  vessel  if  her  hatches  were 
left  open.  The  whirlpool  is  partly  occasioned  by  an  excessively  rapid 
stream,  running  over  a  steep  rock  at  the  north  side  of  the  sound  near 
the  west  coast  of  Scarba.  Should  a  vessel  become  becalmed  near  the 
east  entry  of  this  sound  with  flood  and  spring  tide,  and  should  there  not 
be  a  brisk  breeze,  it  will  be  useless  to  attempt  to  pass  the  Gulf  of  Cory- 
vrecken  either  by  sailing  or  towing;  the  most  prudent  way  will  be  to 
secure  the  hatches,  and  endeavour  by  the  sails  and  helm  to  steer  the 
vessel  through  the  middle  of  the  gulf,  so  that  the  tide  may  take  her 
between  the  most  violent  breakers  which  lie  on  each  side.  In  the  gulf 
it  is  high  water  at  half-past  four,  full  and  change." 

After  passing  the  Doors,  we  sailed  along  the  west  side  of  Luing,  and 
then  stood  off  for  Mull  through  what  are  called  the  Slate  Isles,  leaving 
Easdale  on  our  right  and  Ballahuan  and  Piadda  on  our  left.  These  « 
two  last  named  islands  were  sold  lately  for  £700,  or  thereby,  although 
they  contain  a  village  with  a  going  slate  work,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
many  inhabitants.  So  much  for  the  slate  trade!  Calms  now  prevailed, 
so  that$  although  anxious  to  reach  Iona,  we  were  ultimately  very  gsad 
to  cast  anchor  in  Loch  Buy,  on  the  south-eastern  ooast  of  MuD»  and 
found  it  very  fair  shelter,  though  quite  open  to  the  south-west  and  Bxroch 
exposed  to  squalls,  from  the  high  land  on  the  north,  still,  in  summer 
time,  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay,  pretty  for  in,  a  vessel  may  be  Tory 
snug  for  a  night 

The  following  day  was  also  calm,  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind  rippled 
the  glassy  surface  of  the  ocean  during  the  whole  day,  so  that  evening' 
found  us  little  advanced  from  our  morning's  rendezvous;  the  white  man- 
sion of  Loch  Buy  was  still  looming  in  the  distance,  and  the  dark  hills  of 
Jura  were  yet  seen  to  the  south.  That  night  was  spent  at  sea,  our 
party  taking  turn  with  the  seamen.  Mine  being  an  early  watch  I  came 
on  deck  with  the  first  appearance  of  light  The  sun  was  then  gradually 
breaking  through  the  clear  fleecy  clouds  which  rested  on  the  hdrinon, 
tinging  the  rugged  peaks  of  Mull,  and  gilding  the  distant  summit  of 
Ben  Cruachan,  white  the  heavy  sullen  swell  which*  even  in  the  calmest 
weather  jets- in  here,  beats  hoarsely  upon  the  dangerous  Torrin  and  D*> 
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heertach  rocks,  mingling  strangely  with  the  wild  cries  of  the  sea  birds. 
At  six  o'clock,  the  grey  tower  of  the  cathedral  of  Ion*  appeared  in  sight 
over  the  craggy  headland  of  Dorril,  and  a  light  air  of  wind  springing 
up,  carried  as  to  our  anchorage  in  front  of  that  old  church,  which,  in  its 
hoary  aspect  looked  as  ancient  as  those  dreary  lichen-covered  rocks  on 
which  it  stands.  What  associations  are  there  not  connected  with  that 
relic  of  antiquity?  How  strange  it  seems  that  upon  the  verge  of  the 
then  known  world  an  institution  should  have  been  founded  to  connect  a 
past  age  with  that  civilization  which  gradually  arose  on  the  revival  of 
letters  as  the  Christian  religion  spreads  its  divine  influence  over  the  civi- 
lised world.  For  this  work  in  Scotland  we  are  part  indebted  to  the 
energy  and  devotion  of  one  great  mind,  but  of  the  individual  little  is  now 
known  except  the  name. 

St  Columba  appears  to  have  acted  much  the  same  part  in  Scotland 
as  St.  Patrick  did  in  Ireland;  and  from  his  having  served  as  a  presbyter- 
in  the  monastery  founded  by  the  latter  at  Deernach  in  Ireland,  it  seems 
probable  that  he  was  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  inspired 
the  patron  saint  of  Erin,  and  that  be  carried  the  doctrines  and  practice 
of  St.  Patrick,  whatever  these  were,  to  the  desolate  shores  of  Iona. 
Archbishop  Usher,  in  his  "  Chronicles  of  Ulster,"  states  that  St.  Columba 
.  procured  a  grant  of  Iona  from  Conal,  son  of  Congal,  King  of  the  Dahaid 
Scots,  and  that  he  founded  there,  in  the  year  563,  the  monastery  which 
afterwards  became  so  celebrated,  having  had  under  its  control  nearly  five 
hundred  churches,  and  ruling  many  thousand  ecclesiastics. 

At  the  period  thus  assigned  for  the  founding  of  the  original  church  at 
Ion*,  the  Roman  empire  had  gradually  crumbled  to  pieces,  and  the  war- 
like tribes  of  the  north  had  obtained  the  ascendancy  in  Europe.  The 
Vandals,  under  Genseric,  had  pillaged  Rome,  and  the  Imperial  legions 
were  soon  after  driven  from  Spain.  The  Visigoths  conquered  in  France; 
while  the  ancient  Britons  tired  of  the  Roman  yoke,  sought  the  aid  of  the 
Saxon  tribes,  and,  with  their  assistance,  became  again  the  masters  of  the 
soil.  In  Scotland,  the  various  tribes  of  Pipts  and  Scots  fought  with  each 
other  for  the  territories  left  by  the  Romans.  Almost  everywhere  at  this 
eventful  time  we  find  anarchy  and  confusion:  the  Hebrides  alone  seem 
to  have  enjoyed  rest  under  the  government  of  the  sea  kings  or  island 
chiefs,  whose  authority  had  not  yet  been  usurped  by  Harold  Harfager  of 
Norway.  It  is  little  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  the  quiet  church- 
men should  have  sought,  a  place  of  refuge  where  they  could  prosecute 
their  literary  and  devotional  exercises  apart  from  the  turbulent  feuds 
which  then  raged  everywhere  around.  As  to  the  literature  of  this  dark 
epoch  there  was  scarcely  any— -Cassiodorus  and  Boetius  being  the  only 
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classical  names  I  know  of;  when  even  Gregory  the  Pontiff  obtained  the 
title  of  "  the  Great,"  and  a  certain  character  for  superiority  of  culture, 
while  his  name  is  disgraced  by  his  having  burned  the  Palatine  Library, 
and  by  many  other  acts  which  show  that  he  could  not  have  been  much 
advanced  beyond  the  tribes  of  the  Goths  and  Huns  by  whom  he  -was 
surrounded;  it,  is  therefore,  sometliing  worthy  of  notice  that  Scotland 
can  point  to  Columba,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  in 
reality  no  writings  of  his  come  down  to  our  time,  if  we  except  the 
"  Regula  Monastics  quae  extat  et  vulgo  Columkil  dicitur,"  and  "  Hyms 
in  praise  of  St  Kiaran,"  and  a  M.S.  at  Oxford,  in  Irish  verse,  entituled 
"  The  Works  of  St.  Column," — all  of  which,  I  should  say,  are  of  doubt- 
ful authenticity:  but  I  must  have  done  with  these  antiquarian  matters 
for  the  present,  and  return  to  the  narrative  of  our  cruise. 

Having  come  to  anchor  in  the  Sound  of  Icolmkil — which  by  the  way 
is  anything  but  good  anchorage,  the  tide  being  very  strong,  and  the 
swell  setting  in  from  the  south-west — our  party  landed  and  examined 
the  cathedral,  returning  with  the  guide,  who  proved  to  be  the  postmaster 
of  the  island.  He  reported  that  few  visitors  had  as  yet  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  that  the  place  was  very  dull.  We  entertained  him  with  a 
newspaper  and  a  glass  of  whisky,  which  last  he  did  not  refuse,  although 
the  sale  of  it  is  prohibited  in  Iona,  and  all  ihe  inhabitants  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  teetotallers. 

Setting  sail  from  Iona,  we  made  for  Staffa,  about  nine  miles  to  the 
north,  as  directly  as  the  light  puffs  of  wind,  which  occasionally  fanned 
across  the  clear  smooth  sea,  would  admit.  The  heat  during  the  day  was 
most  excessive  from  the  intense  rays  of  the  sun  reflected  on  the  water, 
but  the  monotony  was  somewhat  diversified  by  the  appearance  of  a  shoal 
of  porpoises  and  a  whale,  which  puffed  and  blew  most  famously,  and 
came  so  near  that  we  tried  the  effect  of  a  rifle  shot  at  him,  but  he  was 
too  clever  for  us,  and,  although  pursued  a  considerable  distance  in  the 
small  boat,  did  not  again  rise  within  shot.  To  make  up  for  our  disap- 
pointment we  made  great  havoc  among  the  flocks  of  sea  birds  which 
surrounded  us,  killing  sometimes  four  and  five  at  a  shot.  These  soon 
covered  our  deck;  but  we  certainly  felt  that  there  was  much  cruelty  in 
the  sport,  seeing  that  no  use  could  be  made  of  them. 

On  nearing  Staffa  we  got  on  board  the  small  boat  and  pulled  to  war J_ 
the  shore,  when  we  had  a  most  favourable  opportunity  of  examining  ti 
truly  wonderful  island,  the  weather  permitting  us  freely  to  enter  t 
different  caves  and  study  their  magnificent  proportions  at  our  leisi 
interrupted  only  by  the  whirring  and  screaming  of  the  innumerable  floe 
of  cormorants  and  sea-mews,  which,  excited  by  our  unexpected  intrasu 
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on  their  haunts,  kept  wildly  flying  in  circles  around  us,  and  the  heavy 
surge  of  the  waves  which  never  cease  rolling  into  these  dark  recesses, 
filling  the  cavities  with  hollow  murmuring  ebullitions,  sounding  to  the 
ear  not  unmelodiously.  There  is,  indeed,  something  truly  magnificent  in 
these  stately  columns  framed  in  nature's  finest  mould,  which  throws  the 
handicraft  of  man  completely  in  the  shade.  How  grand,  for  instance, 
is  the  archway  and  portico  of  Fingal's  Cave! — how  majestic  the  facade, 
and,  indeed,  how  perfectly  beautiful  the  whole  island,  so  delicately  yet 
massively  formed  of  columnar  rocks,  supporting  and  relieved  by  the 
green  sward  and  herbage  above,  while  below  is  the  transparent  sea! 
fringed  with  foam,  reflecting  the  whole,  and  above  all,  the  bright  expanse 
of  the  ever- changing  sky. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  we  could  tear  ourselves  from  this 
spot,  so  many  temptations  had  we  to  linger  and  admire  the  beauties  of 
Staffa,  but  as  our  intention  was  to  reach  Tobermory  the  same  evening, 
and  as  it  was  now  four  o'clock,  we  felt  ourselves  constrained  to  depart, 
and  accordingly  returned  to  the  yacht.  In  consequence,  however,  of 
the  prevailing  calm  weather,  we  did  not  reach  Tobermory  before  eight 
o'clock  next  morning.  Fortunately,  the  night  was  fine,  and  the  sun  set 
beautiful,  while  occasionally  gleams  of  sheet  lightning  streamed  across 
the  horizon.  The  tedium  of  the  night  watches  was  also  relieved  by 
remarking  the  striking  effect  of  light  and  shade,  and  also  observing  the 
flashing  of  Skerrivore  light,  which  appeared  and  disappeared  to  the  west 
like  a  minute  gun  at  sea. 

There  is  no  proper  anchorage  at  Staffa,  the  nearest  being  between 
Ulva  and  Gometra,  where  we  observed  a  yacht  lying;  shelter  may  also 
be  obtained  either  in  Loch  Nakaul  or  Loch  Scridan,  both  on  the  west 
coast  of  Mull.  Neither  of  them  are  so  safe  as  the  bay  of  Tobermory, 
which  will  be  still  further  improved  by  the  lighthouse  nearly  completed 
on  the  point  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  bay. 

Our  object  in  calling  at  Tobermory  was  to  inquire  at  the  post-office  for 
letters,  and  to  despatch  our  own  correspondence.  These  being  accom- 
plished, we  retraced  our  course  in  part  through  the  Sound  of  Mull,  and 
then  rounded  the  point  of  Ardnamurchan,  sailing  to  the  north.  This 
in  ancient  times  formed  the  division  between  what  were  called  the  Nor- 
dereys  and  Sudereys,  that  is  the  islands  to  the  north  and  south  of  the 
point;  from  the  latter  name  is  derived  the  appellation  Sodor,  originally 
the  ecclesiastical  division  of  islands  to  the  south  of  Ardnamurchan,  but 
subsequently  including  the  whole  of  the  Hebrides. 

This  evening  likewise  it  fell  calm,  so  that  it  was  late  before  we  reached 
Egg.     The  anchorage  at  this  island  we  found  to  be  tolerably  good  for 
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small  veasels  between  the  land  and  Hastil  island,  entering  either  by  the 
south  or  north,  keeping  close  to  Hastil  island  either  way.  On  the  pas- 
sage we  caught  a  great  number  of  large  gurnets  from  the  yacht;  these 
fish  we  observed  swimming  in  great  shoals,  frequently  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  like  tiny  porpoises  ploughing  the  surface  of  the  water 
their  sharp  dorsal  fins. 
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We  have  often  remarked  that  where  aquatics  are  concerned,  weather 
was  a  secondary  consideration  even  with  the  fair  sex,  and  this  opinion 
was  confirmed  at  the  assembling  of  "  the  forces/'  on  the  5th  of  August, 
on  the  Humber.  Notwithstanding  the  angry  and  threatening  appear- 
ance of  the  elements,  portentous  of  the  coming  storm,  the  piers  and  jet- 
ties were  crowded  with  spectators;  and  the  Committee  steamer  (the  Sir 
Colin  Campbell,)  bore  on  her  deck  a  large  and  fashionable  company, 
among  whom  we  noticed  the  newly-appointed  Commodore,  Lord  Londee- 
boro',  A.  Bannister,  Esq.,  Vice  Commodore,  Lord  Ashley,  m.p.,  W.  H. 
Moss,  Esq.,  Mayor,  and  many  other  influential  gentlemen. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  Piece  of  Plate  of  the  value  of  £50,  presented 
to  the  Club  by  the  Commodore,  Lord  Londesborough,  to  be  sailed  for 
by  yachts  of  any  tonnage  belonging  to  the  Club.  Half-a-minute  per 
ton  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage. 

The  following  entered:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt*  Vnivenal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 

843 
823 
241 
18 
601 
216 


Yachts*  Karnes. 


Rose  of  York. 

Rapid 

Eagre 

Alice  Maud .. 

Leda 

Cygnet 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


22 

50 
22 
22 
31 
8 


Owners. 


R.  Clay,  Esq. 

A.  Bannister,  Esq. 

Capt  Bacon 

G.  Cammell,  Esq. 

W.  H.  Moss,  Esq. 

Capt  Cator,  a.y. 


A  capital  view  of  the  start  "was  obtained  by  all  on  board  the  steamer, 
which  followed  the  fleet,  and  especially  interesting  was  it  to  observe  the 
yachts  rounding  the  Bull  Float,  and  a  good  deal  of  excitement 
manifested  during  the  run  home.  Wo  cannot  enter  into  the  manceuvr 
of  the  yachts;  but  the  result  brought  the  Rapid  to  the  goal,  11m.  f 
before  the  Rose  of  York,  which  vessel  having  to  receive  14  minutes  fV 
Rapid,  was  consequently  hailed  the  winner  with  2m.  30s.  to  spare. 

Notwithstanding  several  showers  of  rain,  a  very  pleasant  day  i 
passed  in  the  committee's  boat     An  excellent  luncheon  was  pro*» 
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for  the  party  on  board,  and  Lord  Londesboroogh'e  admirable  private 
band  attended  and  played  inspiratiug  airs  throughout  the  day*  After 
the  race  the  prize  was  presented  to  Mr.  Clay,  the  owner  of  the  Rose  .of 
York,  by  Lord  Londesborough,  who  said  that  the  race  had  been  a  moat 
exciting  one,  and  that  the  prise  had  been  admirably  won. 

The  prize  consisted  of  a  claret  jug  of  classical  form,  having  for  its 
base  three  dolphins,  on  the  body  shell-like  convolutes;  while  the  handle, 
which  is  both  graceful  and  novel,  represents  a  mermaid  reclining  on  the 
back  of  a  sea  monster. 

The  only  other  race  was  by  fishing  boats,  under  20  tons,  for  a  purse 
of  £15,  which  after  an  excellent  race  was  won  by  the  Rapid,  19  tons,  J. 
Wilkins,  owner,  beating  ten  others. 

Captain  Randolph,  of  H. M.S.  Corn wal lis,  issued  invitations  to  Lord 
Londesborough  and  a  numerous  party  to  a  grand  dejeuner  and  ball,  on 
board  his  ship,  which  was  brilliantly  decorated,  and  the  visitors  were 
charmed  with  the  entertainment  ?o  abundantly  provided  for  them  by 
their  gallant  host. 

Second  Day— The  morning  opened  squally,  with  steady  and  heavy 
rain,  which  with  slight  abatement,  and  scarcely  any  intermission,  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day;  the  wind  was  about  N.E.  strong. 

The  principal  prize  was  a  Silver  Cup,  value  60  guineas,  presented  by 
the  Club,  for  yachts  belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club.  Half-a- 
mi nute  per  ton  allowed.     The  following  entered: — 

Numbered  a*  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 

823 
573 
284 

18 
843 

43 
bOl 


Yachts'  Names. 


Rapid. 

Kitten 

Eagre. 

Alice  Maud.... 
Rose  of  York. 

Aquiline  M 

Leda 


Rig. 


cutter 

50 

cutter 

13 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

55 

cutter 

31 

Tons. 


Owners. 


A.  Bannister,  Esq. 
K.  Leach,  Esq. 
Capt.  Bacon 
|G,  Cammell,  Eaq. 
R.  Clay,  Esq. 
J.  Cardinally  Esq. 
W.  H  Moss,  Esq. 


Of  the  above — Minx,  Rapid,  Avalon,  and  Alice  Maud  started.  The 
Rapid  went  off  with  the  lead,  followed  by  Alice  Maud;  the  others  slow 
in  getting  away.  The  Minx  however  soon  got  into  work,  took  second 
place  and  overhauled  Rapid  in  running,  passed  her  off  Paul],  and  in- 
creased her  distance  considerably  all  the  way  down  to,  and  around  the 
Bull  Float.  The  weather  was  so  squally  that  it  was  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain the  precise  time  of  rounding  that  mark,  but  the  Rapid  was  still 
second,  closely  followed  by  Avalon.  Alice  Maud  gave  up  the  race,  and 
the  others  dashed  the  white  foam  from  their  bows  as  they  cleft  the  rude 
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wires  in  the  vain  pursuit  of  the  Minx*     During  the  chase  the  Avalon 

in  a  sadden  squall  carried  away  her  bowsprit,  and  the  Rapid  was  left  to 

contest  the  race  with  the  Minx.     After  a  good  match  they  finished  as 

fellows:-— 

n.  m»  8.  I  n.  in*  s. 

Minx.- 3  35    0  I  Rapid S  56    0 

The  Minx  was  the  winner  by  12m.  after  allowing  Rapid  9m.  for  the 
difference  of  tonnage. 

The  next  race  was  for  a  Claret  Jug,  value  je20,  for  yachts  not  ex- 
ceeding 15  tons,  belonging  to  the  Club.     Half-a -minute  allowed:— 

The  following  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857 


Ho. 

185 
120 
216 
253 


Yachts'  Names. 


Cobra 

Brunette 
Cygnet .... 
Dolphin  . 


Rig. 


schooner 

yawl 

cutter 

cutter 


Tons. 


11 

10 

9 

15 


Owners. 


John  Egreuiont,  Esq. 
G.  C.  Uppleby,  Esq. 
Capt.  Cator,  b.h. 
E.  Squire,  Esq. 


Cobra  did  not  start.  Cygnet  took  the  lead,  followed  by  Brunette 
and  Dolphin.  The  Cygnet  alone  went  round  the  Bull  floating  light, 
the  others  returning,  and  about  half-past  three  o'clock  arrived  at  the 
winning  post.  The  other  two  yachts  not  having  gone  the  round,  the 
was  entitled  to  the  prize. 

The  regatta  ball  was  held  in  the  evening  in  the  Public  Rooms,  Jarratt 
Street.  The  Vice- commodore,  A.  Bannister,  Esq.,  presented  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Dennison,  as  the  representative  of  his  father,  the  beautiful  and  valuable 
prize,  (a  silver  nautilus  shell,  supported  on  coral  stems,  round  the  base  of 
which  are  two  sea  horses,  modelled  with  great  spirit  and  skill,  the  whole  rest- 
ing on  an  ebony  pedestal,  on  which  a  wreathed  shield  bore  the  inscription 
u  Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club,  185  7.")  The  health  of  the  noble  Lord  and 
Lady  Londesborough  were  cordially  drunk,  with  wishes  for  the  speedy  re- 
covery of  her  ladyship  from  the  accident  she  had  that  day  sustained  from  a 
railway  collision  at  the  Milford  Junction.  It  appears  that  her  ladyship  and 
the  Hon.  Miss  Dennison  were  en  route  for  Hull,  and  the  train  by  which  they 
travelled,  was  accidentally  run  into  by  another  train.  Fortunately  the  force 
of  the  concussion  was  diminished  by  the  driver.  Her  ladyship  received  a 
painful  contusion  of  the  leg,  and  Miss  Dennison  was  injured  in  the  face. 

Lord  Ashley's  health  was  next  toasted,  and  in  returning  thanka  h  '  • 
pressed  his  deep  obligation  to  the  ladies  of  Hull,  for  he  had  no  warinei 
more  zealous  supporters  at  the  time  of  his  election;  and  he  hoped  in  a  s 
time  to  introduce  another  lady  to  his  fair  friends  in  Hull  at  a  much  la 
ball :  be  concluded  by  giving  "  The  health  of  the  ladies  of  Hull — God  -t 
them;'*  to  which  Lieut.  Cuming,  r.n.,  with  much  gallantry  responded.  ' 
dance  was  again  resumed,  and  early  morn  witnessed  the  departure  of  t 
joyous  spirits  who  delight  in  promoting  the  happiness  of  others. 
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MILFORD  REGATTA. 

On  Wednesday,  August  19th,  under  the  stewardship  of  the  Hon.  R.  F. 
Greville,  Capt.  Glynne,  R.N.,  and  James  Thomson,  Esq.,  the  regatta  was 
celebrated.  This  is  now  an  annual  event  which  is  recognized  in  fact  as 
ope  of  the  leading  routine  amusements  of  the  county,  and  its  recurrence 
is  always  anticipated  with  pleasure.  F  r  while,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is 
likely  to  serve  a  beneficial  purpose,  by  familiarizing  strangers  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  kingdom  with  the  magnitude  and  rare  navigable  capa- 
cities of  "our  splendid  haven,  it  is  a  guarantee,  on  the  other,  that  the 
taste  of  our  countrymen  for  an  amusement  at  once  noble,  daring,  and 
national,  is  in  no  danger  of  decaying.  We  know,  indeed,  that  there  are 
many  persons  who  are  not  ardent  in  pursuit  of  this  amusement,  who  feel 
it,  in  fact,  to  be  in  a  degree  tedious,  to  watch  a  few  hours  the  daring 
scud  of  the  yacht  as  she  flies  along  under  her  snowy  canvas,  or  the  slower 
and  more  measured  movement  of  the  boat  which  is  impelled  by  the 
active  oar:  and  probably  a  measure  of  nautical  knowledge,  an  interest  in 
the  result  of  the  race,  or  in  those  personally  engaged  in  the  contest  may 
be  essential  to  enthusiasm.  But  even  among  those  who  avow  that  they 
derive  no  pleasure  from  witnessing  a  regatta,  you  rarely  hear  a  word  in 
depreciation  of  the  sport.  It  is  felt,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  recreation 
is  one  eminently  in  keeping  with  our  insular  position  and  national  cha- 
racter, that  it  serves  to  impart  strength  to  the  muscle  and  health  to  the 
frame,  tends  to  generate  that  spirit  of  daring  which  finds  its  ultimate 
and  appropriate  province  on  the  main,  where,  as  a  nation,  we  have  won 
our  brightest  triumphs;  that  it  is  promotive  of  a  spirit  of  emulation  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  useful  in  life;  and,  finally,  that  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  extend  the  application  of  science  through  the  exercise  of  an  in- 
terested ingenuity. 

And  now,  having  premised  thus  much,  says  the  Pembroke  Herald,  we 
come  to  the  present  regatta.  "  Cool  heavens  and  favoring  airs,"  desired 
by  yachtsmen  as  ardently  as  they  were  prayed  for  by  the  boatmen  on  the 
St  Lawrence,  were  not  vouchsafed  to  the  event.  The  sun,  undimmed 
by  a  cloud,  shone  out  with  intense  heat  from  an  early  hour,  and  during 
the  greater  portion  of  the  day  there  was  hardly  sufficient  wind  to  curl 
the  magnificent  waters  that  lay  at  the  spectators9  feet  Still,  beautifully 
still,  was  the  haven,  looking,  as  it  glittered  in  the  sunlight,  like  some 
huge  diamond,  while  all  around  seemed  for  a  time  to  blend  with  its  hal- 
cyon calm.  Groups  of  yachtsmen  were  on  the  beach,  waiting  anxiously 
for  the  favoring  breeze — hoping  the  best  yet  dreading  the  worst,  and 
anon  looking  listlessly  around  them,  as  though  they  felt  all  were  over 
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Close  to  the  shore  were  hundreds  of  boats,  still  without  their  crews,  and 
suggesting  from  their  attitude  a  perpetual  quiescence;  while,  taking  a 
range  beyond,  the  eye  fell  on  vessels  of  varied  character  and  size,  whose 
gay  colours,  refusing  to  fly,  drooped  sullenly  down.  The  scene  changes, 
and  with  all  the  rapidity  of  a  dissolving  view, — there  is  a  slight  breeze; 
the  sensitive  waters  respond  in  curling  waves;  there  is  a  rush  of  on- 
lookers to  all  the  positions  which  command  the  best  view  of  the  haven} 
the  attendant  band  strikes  up  a  spirited  air;  the  hitherto  despairing  com- 
mittee rush  from  their  wine,  or  whatever  their  consoling  beverage  may 
be,  to  the  starting  ship;  a  gun  is  fired,  the  suspense  of  the  crowd  is 
awakened  to  the  highest  pitch;  the  races  commence,  and  here  we  begin 
the  record. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  Cup,  value  50  guineas,  for  yachts  of  any  rig, 
of  20  tons  and  upwards,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club;  time  race, 
half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage  up  to  60  tens, 
and  above  a  quarter  of  a  minute  per  ton. 

The  following  started:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


Ko. 

1096 
213 

597 


Yachts'  Names. 


Wildfire 
Cyclone , 
Le  Here. 


Rig. 


schooner 

cutter 

schooner 


Tons. 


56 
41 
35 


Owners. 


J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 
J.  Thomson,  Esq. 


The  Vigilant  and  Vesper  entered  but  were  withdrawn.  It  appears 
the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  they  could  by  a  majority,  enter 
schooners  on  the  same  regulation  as  cutters  as  to  time,  but  when  the 
stewards  came  to  deliberate  on  the  matter  they  decided  against  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  they  must  abide  by  the  published  regulations  of  the 
regatta,  namely,  that  the  schooners  be  reckoned  at  two-thirds  of  their 
actual  tonnage  in  calculating  the  time  given  to,  or  received  from  cutters. 
The  owner  of  the  Vigilant,  J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq.,  not  falling  in  with  this 
decision  of  the  stewards,  consented  to  retire,  and  his  entrance  fee  was  re- 
turned to  him.  The  objection  to  the  Vesper,  G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq.,  waa, 
that  she  being  under  20  tons  could  not  compete  with  yachts  above  that 
tonnage,  although  Mr.  Bevan  was  willing  to  enter  her  jas  20  tons,  which 
proposition  the  stewards  opposed. 

The  course  was  from  a  vessel  moored  off  the  new  pier,  round  the  W 
buoy,  back  to  the  starting  vessel,  and  away  for  Lewis  buoy,  and  a  b 
moored  at  Dale  buoy,  and  back  to  the  starting  vessel:  keeping  all * 
buoys  on  the  starboard  band.     Distanee  about  20  miles. 

At  the  sound  pf  the  gun  they  started,  the  Le  Beve  with  the  te 
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Cyclone  second,  and  Wildfire  last.  In  a  short  while,  however,  the  Cy- 
clone took  the  lead  of  Le  Reve,  and  she  in  her  torn  was  forced  to  yield 
the  "  pride  of  place  "  to  Wildfire,  which  came  rushing  up,  whilst  the 
others  were  lying  motionless,  being  in  a  manner  landlocked,  and  rounded 
Weir  buoy  first— the  Cyclone  having  caught  a  puff  rounded  second;  and 
from  this  point  to  the  winning  vessel,  the  race  was  never  in  doubt,— -the 
Wildfire  "  walking  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life,"  and  winning  in 
magnificent  style— the  breeze  having  freshened  as  the  day  advanced  to 
maturity,  and  which  tended  to  shew  her  excellent  sailing  qualities. 

Second  race  fur  a  Cup,  value  20  guineas  for  yachts  under  20  tons, 
time  race,  three-quarters  of  a  minute  per  ton  for  the  difference  of  ton- 
nage. 

The  following  small  yachts  started: — 


YachU'  Names. 


Arrow. 
Fairy.. 
Sylph. 


bermudn 
bermudn 
bermudn 


10 
9 


—  Lewis,  Esq. 

G.  Thomas  and  Gould,  Bsqrs. 


4    Uv  Harries,  Esq. 


This  match  from  all  the  vessels  being  known  in  the  haven  created 
for  more  interest  than  the  former.  At  the  sound  of  the  gun  they  started 
in  good  style,  the  Fairy  with  the  lead,  but  the  wind  coming  to  the  east- 
ward, and  being  very  light,  the  Arrow  rounded  the  Weir  buoy  first. 
The  breeae  now  freshening  enabled  the  Fairy  to  take  the  lead  of  the 
Arrow,  and  run  down  the  haven  closely  followed  by  her  rival,  both  keep- 
ing close  under  Bullwell,  passing  the  roadstead  of  Angle,  and  on  for  the 
Lewis  buoy,  off  St  Anne's,  in  rounding  which  the  Fairy  had  to  shift 
jibs,  and  lost  a  great  deal  of  her  vantage  ground.  Owing  to  this  circum- 
stance the  Arrow  was  enabled  to  come  pretty  close— nearly  beam  and 
beam— and  a  beautiful  race  ensued  up  to  the  buoy  in  Honk  haven,  the 
Fairy,  however,  being  the  leading  boat,  and  sailing  on  the  starboard 
tack;  in  rounding  this  buoy  the  Arrow,  being  on  the  port  tack,  attempted 
to  shoot  ahead  unfairly,  and  to  cross  the  bows  of  the  Fairy,  but  failed, 
and  the  result  was  that  they  fouled.  In  consequence  of  this  the  Arrow 
avoided  tacking  (which  she  must  have  done  had  she  kept  her  proper 
course  and  gone  astern,)  took  the  lead  from  Fairy,  and  rounded  the  buoy 
'  Monk  haven  about  two  minutes  before  her  opponents,  and  sailed  away 

gallant  style,  every  inch  of  canvas  being  set,  but  closely  chased  by 
airy,  which  gained  nearly  a  minute  from  the  fouling  to  the  finish,  and 
ley  arrived  thus:— 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

tow 6    1    0  I  Fairy.. *    2  23 

mo.  10.— vol.  vi.  3  L 
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Thus  it  was  thought  by  many  that  the  Arrow  had  von;  but  oo  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Thomas  on  board  the  steamer  he  entered  a  protest  against 
her  for  fouling.  This  being  referred  to  the  stewards,  they,  after  due 
consideration  awarded  the  prise  to  Fairy.  She  was  built  by  Mr.  James 
Thomas  of  Hakin,  and  has  won  about  £80  since  she  was  first  launched, 
two  years  ago. 

Third  race  for  a  purse  of  £5  for  pleasure  boats,  open  pr  otherwise, 
was  won  by  the  Vestal,  Mr.  Thomas,  beating  the  Freak,  Mr.  Alpass, 
and  the  Sylph,  Mr.  Harries.  This  was  a  well  contested  match,  and  won 
only  by  a  length. 

Matches  by  fishermen's  sailing  boats,  rowing  boats,  &c.  finished  the 
sports  afloat 

In  the  evening  the  Nelson  Hotel  was  honoured  with  a  numerous  com- 
pany, who  were  presided  over  by  the  Hon.  Col.  Greville,  meed  by  Dr. 

Field. 

On  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  the  usual  loyal  toasts  were  given,  after  which 
the  Chairman  in  proposing  the  "  health  of  the  successful  competitors,"  said 
"  He  was  sure  there  was  no  one  present  who  would  regret  the  prize  leaving 
the  haven  if  it  was  carried  off  by  more  successful  science ;  and  by  that  fair 
and  open  competition  which  it  was  the  pride  of  them  all  to  challenge  and  to 
emulate.    All  he  regretted  now  was  that  he  could  not  present  to  the  owner 
of  the  yacht  that  which  his  vessel  had  so  (airly  won ;  but  when  he  told  them 
that  the  father  of  that  gentleman  was  present,  he  thought  he  should  do  that 
which  they  would  be  pleased  to  see,  namely,  to  place  the  cup  in  his  hands, 
with  a  request  thai  he  would  come  another  time  and  try  for  another  cup. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  when  this  prize  was  seen,  and  it  was  known  it  bad  been 
won  at  Milford,  it  would  be  enquired  what  sort  of  place  it  was.    He  hoped 
the  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  about  to  present  the  cup,  would  inform  his 
son  what  sort  of  place  it  was,  and  what  sort  of  welcome  he  would  get  when 
he  came  here.*'     Col.  Greville  concluded,  amid  loud  cheers,  by  proposing 
the  u  Health  of  Mr.  Turner." 

Mr.  Turner  said  "  In  the  name  of  his  son  he  begged  to  thank  them  for  the 
honor  done  him.  His  son  when  he  saw  the  prize  must  be  excessively  proud, 
for  a  prettier  cup  he  (the  speaker)  had  never  seen.  He  would  tell  his  son 
how  hospitably  he  had  been  received  at  Milford,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  if 
there  was  a  regatta  next  year,  and  another  cup  to  be  sailed  for,  they  would 
come  and  try  to  carry  it  away.  He  thanked  the  meeting  sincerely  for  their 
kindpess." 

Several  other  toasts  followed,  and  then  the  Secretary  announuw 
plus  in  hand  from  the  present  regatta,  and  that  £40  had  been  tub 
by  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  dinner  towards  the  regatta  of  IS 

The  present  Stewards  were  re-elected  by  acclamation,  and  a 
evening  of  conviviality  all  parted  delighted  with  the  Milford 
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The  annual  gathering  of  this  club  took  place  on  the  26th  and  29th  of 
August,  the  weather  was  not  exactly  such  an  might  be  desired  the  first . 
day,  as  there  were  several  smart  showers  during  the  races.  Notwith- 
standing a  numerous  attendance  as  usual  of  the  neighbouring  gentry 
gave  a  pleasing  feature  to  the  scene.  The  Orion  (club-vessel)  bore  the 
Hag  of  the  Vice-Commodore,  J.  Houldsworth,  Esq.,  in  consequence  of 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  noble  Commodore,  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Eglinton:  Captain  M.  M.  Keane,  the  Secrtary,  ably  assisted 
the  V.C.  in  forwarding  the  proceedings. 

The  first  race  was  for  yachts  of  the  royal  clubs,  and  was  competed  for 
by  the  following  craft,  the  prize  being  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  60  guineas. 

The  following  started:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


l»7t>osader 


189Coralie. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


41 
30 
85 


Owners. 


C.  T.  Cooper,  Esq. 
J.  8piers.  Esq. 
A-  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 


The  course  lay  round  the  beacon  at  Toward  Point,  then  round  the 
Mavis  buoy,  off  Itiverkip,  thence  to  the  Shoals  buoy,  off  Rossneath 
Point,  round  the  flag-boat  at  Dunoon,  and  then  round  Mavis  buoy  and 
back. 

Three  such  celebrated  vessels  competing  in  one  match  would  naturally 
cause  great  excitement  among  naiitioal  men;  but  on  this  occasion  there 
was  not  that  anxiety  that  we  expected,  the  fact  was  the  Crusader  was 
booked  to  win,  and  she  did  not  deceive  her  backers.  On  the  signal  be- 
ing given  the  Crusader  bounded  off  with  the  lead  at  lh.  3m.  10s.,  fol- 
lowed by  Stella  at  lh.  4m.  5s ,  and  the  Coralie  at  lh.  5m.  22s.  The 
advantage  in  starting  the  leader  never  lost,  and  the  whole  match  was 
sailed  and  finished  in  the  same  order,  the  Crusader  being  hailed  a  win- 
ner amid  loud  cheering. 

The  second  race  by  yachts  not  exceeding  35  tons,  for  a  Piece  of  Plate 
value  £30,  was  competed  for  by  the  following  yachts:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857* 


Yachts'  Names. 


,6  North  Star. 

>0Ztngara 

>i  Kelpie... 


Big. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Too»» 


96 
15 
22 


Geo.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Jas.  Scott,  Esq. 

T.  A.  Robinson,  Esq. 
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The  course  was  die  same  as  in  the  previous  race,  with  the  exception 
that  the  yachts  were  not  required  to  go  round  the  Mans  buoy  a  second 
time.  Shortly  after  starting  the  Zingura  carried  away  her  throat  hal- 
liard, and  gave  up  the  contest,  which  accordingly  lay  between  the  North 
Star  and  die  Kelpie;  they  arrived  at  the  flag-boat  as  under:— 


h.   m.    0.  t  h.   m.   s. 

North  Star 5    58    40  |  Kelpie.- .'. A    2    58 

The  North  Star  came  in  first,  and  was  proclaimed  the  winner.  We 
cannot  give  the  time  she  beat  by  although  she  came  in  4m.  18s.  before 
the  Kelpie,  as  we  are  not  informed  what  allowance  for  difference  of  ton- 
nage was  granted. 

The  winner  being  a  new  yacht  this  year,  we  will  give  the  description 
of  her  as  it  appeared  in  a  contemporary  at  the  time  she  was  launched — 
+"  The  6th  Aug.,  witnessed  the  launch  of  the  North  Star,  which,  we 
think,  if  we  may  judge  from  appearance,  will  not  disgrace  the  Royal 
Mersey  Yacht  Club  flag,  and  be  a  useful  boat  to  her  owner,  6.  Harrison, 
Esq.,  as  well  as  a  credit  to  St.  Clair  Byrse,  Esq.,  who  designed  her.  She 
is  a  remarkably  strong  yacht;  we  should  say  more  so  than  any  iron  or 
wood  yacht  ever  built  She  was  launched  all  ready  for  sea,  and  about 
an  hour  after  was  underway  with  her  owner  and  a  few  friends.  To 
show  what  can  be  done  in  iron,  her  keel  was  only  put  down  on  the  20th 
of  June;  and  in  six  weeks  and  a  half  we  see  her  in  the  water,  underway, 
with  everything  on  board,  and  a  little  over  seven  weeks  she  will  be  en- 
gaged in  a  race.  She  is  26  tons,  but  more  roomy  than  most  35  ton 
wood  boats.  To  show  how  near  calculations  can  be  made  in  these  go- 
ahead  times,  her  draught  of  water  when  launched  was  within  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  of  that  intended.  Length  on  (pad  line,  48ft.  9in.,  beam  (ex- 
treme) lift.  6in.,  tonnage  (R.M.Y.C)  26  59-9ths;  draught  aft  8ft.  Sin., 
forward  4ft.  9in.,  height  above  water  aft  8ft.  10in.,  ditto  forward  6ft., 
head  room,  clear  under  beam,  in  main  cabin  6ft.  lin.  by  10ft.  6in- 
square  full;  has  a  good  rise  of  floor,  with  a  substantial  bilge,  and  carried 
out  forward  in  a  very  slightly  hollow  load  line,  and  at  the  same  time 
clear  run  aft  below;  and  fitted  up  with  everything  of  the  very  best ;  all 
iron  ballast  casks  to  fit.  Mast  above  deck  42ft.,  bowsprit  (outboard) 
27ft.  6in,  main  boom  16ft,  gaff  30ft." 

The  third  race  by  small  boats  was  not  successfully  finished  as  *v — 
not  arrive  in  time,  according  to  regulations. 

Several  rowing  matches  concluded  the  first  day's  regatta. 

Second  Day. — Saturday  29th  the  sports  were  resumed  at  L 
The  weather  was  beautiful,  and  the  sun  shone  forth  unclouded,  the  1 
being  moderated  by  a  fine  breeze  from  the  north-west.     In  conseque 


*•  M 


BOYAL  KOBTHKRN   YACHT    CLUB   REGATTA. 


441 


of  the  fine  day  there  was  a  much  larger  Dumber  of  spectators  present 
than  on  the  first  day.  The  Firth  opposite  Dunoon  was  literally  covered 
with  small  craft,  whose  occupants  appeared  to  take  a  great  interest  in  the 
proceedings.  JThe  arrangements  were  precisely  the  same  as  on  Wednes- 
day, and  everything  that  could  possibly  conduce  to  the  comfort  of  the 
sight-seers  afloat  was  given  with  that  cordiality  and  welcome  which  dis- 
tinguish the  secretary,  Captain  Keane.    . 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Corinthian  Cup,  value  £80,  open  to  all 
yachts.    The  following  yachts  started:— 

Numbered  <p  la  Hvnfs  Umver$ai  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


786 

1860 

187 

918 


Yaohte'  Nifflw 

North  Star 

Zingara 

Crusader 

Stella 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


81 

15 
80 
41 


Owner*. 


G.  Harrison,  Ksq. 
J.  Scott,  Esq. 
J.  Spiers,  Esq.. 
C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 


The  course  was  the  same  as  the  first  match  on  Wednesday.  Shortly 
after  starting,  when  off  Wemyss  Bay,  the  North  Star  carried  away  her 
gaff-topsail,  which  mishap  put  her  to  a  great  disadvantage  in  the  com- 
petition. The  Crusader  also  when  off  the  Holy  Loch  in  the  first  round 
carried  away  her  gaff-topsail,  but  the  accident  had  no  injurious  effect  on 
her  sailing      Each  round  was  finished  thus:— 


Stella... 

Crusader. .. 
Worth  8tar. 
Zlogara .... 


First  Round. 

Second  Bound. 

h.    m.    s. 

h»    m.    s. 

8     14    88 

8    88      4 

8     15     17 

8    81     87 

8    81     57 

8    29     11 

8    36    84 

8     57     89 

The  Crusader  was  the  winner,  thus  adding  another  laurel  to  the  fame 
of  her  builder. 

The  match  intended  by  fishing  boats  did  not  fill.  The  regatta  was 
concluded  by  several  keenly  contested  rowing  matches. 


ROYAL  WESTERN  YACHT  CLUB  (E.)  REGATTA. 

This  event  was  celebrated  on  the  26th  of  August,  and  notwithstanding 
the  unpromising  appearance  of  the  weather,  and  the  fears  engendered  by 
in  almost  total  calm,  yet  the  Hoe,  and  other  parts  of  the  Sound  where 
the  sports  could  be  witnessed,  were  densely  crowded  with  anxious  spec- 
tators; the  water  also  was  alive  with  numerous  craft  of  all  denominations, 
Jitting  about  like  so  many  butterflies  in  their  gaudy  colours.     About  10 
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o'clock  the  wind  freshened  a  Kttle  from  W.8.W.,  bat  still  it  was  far  from 
what  yachtsmen  wish  for.  Bat  mid-day  there  was  quite  a  breeae  from 
the  S.&,  and  everything-  appeared  satisfactory,  until  about  4  p.m.,  when 
the  wind  died  away  again,  and  an  occasional  puff  is  all  that  was  left  to 
finish  sports  not  more  then  half  concluded.  In  the  absence  of  the  Vice- 
Commodore,  T.  W.  Fox,  Esq.  K.D.,  the  American  Consul,  hoisted  his 
(the  V-G's,)  flag  on  board  the  Medina. 

The  first  match  was  £80,  or  a  Piece  of  Plate  of  that  ▼aloe,  at  the 
option  of  the  winner,  open  to  all  yachts  of  any  rig,  belonging  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  or  to  Foreign  Royal  or  National  Clubs, 
of  25  tons  and  upwards:  time  race,  four  to  start  or  no  race. 

The  following  entered:-* 

fiumbered  a*  in  Hw*?8  Universal  Yaehi  List  for  1857. 


Ho. 

1096 
638 
625 
587 
686 
956 
462 


Ttchts*  Hunts. 

Wildfire 

Ifariquita  , 

Lulworth    , 

LeKeve..« 

Phantom 

Thought...- 

Glunce~. , 


Rig. 


schooner 
schooner 
cutter 
schooner 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


56 
125 
80 
36 
27 
29 
36 


Ownon. 


J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 

F.  a  Carew,  Esq. 

J.  Weld;  Esq. 

Jas  Thomson,  Esq. 

S.  Lane,  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 

E.  Q.  Banks,  Esq. 


In  consequence  of  a  regulation  by  the  committee  that  schooners  should 
allow  half  minute  time,  and  only  receive  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  the 
owners  of  the  Wildfire  and  Le  Rave  declined  to  start,  complaining  that 
such  an  arrangement  was  in  violation  of  the  rules  usually  recognised  by 
other  clubs.  The  answer  of  the  committee  was,  that  since  the  arrival 
of  the  America  in  this  country  the  schooners  had  increased  their  power, 
and  they  instanced  the  case  of  the  Wildfire  herself,  which  had  beaten 
the  Mosquito,  and  won  five  or  six  cups.  The  owner  of  the  Mariquita 
did  not  assign  any  reason  for  not  running. 

The  start  took  place  at  10h.  34s.  with  a  gentle  breeae  from  the  S.W. 
In  a  short  time  Lulworth  gave  her  competitors  the  slip,  and  headed 
them  considerably,  but  about  1  Ih.  30s.  she  was  observed  coming  up  on 
the  western  course,  and  it  was  evident  there  was  some  mistake.     About 
twenty  minutes  after  she  passed  the  committee  vessel,  and  reported  that 
the  western  mark  boat  was  not  in  her  place,  and  that  the  mar1* 
brought  up  as  the  last  boat  reached  her.     Under  these  circum 
Mr.  Weld,  the  owner  of  the  Lulworth,  entered  a  protest  against 
race,  and  the  committee  after  due  deliberation  resolved  that,  " 
western  mark  boat  not  having  been  in  its  place  the  first  match  must 
resailed,  either  on  this  day  once  round  and  half  time,  or  on  the  mo*™ 
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twice  found,  the  usual  time."  It  appears  this  decision  gave  satisfaction 
to  all  except  Mr*  Banks,  the  owner  of  the  Glance;  hut  it  was  ascertained 
that  she  had  not  complied  with  the  rules,  that  "an  owner  or  member 
of  a  royal  club  should  be  on  board  during  the  race."  This  settled  the 
matter*  and  the  owners  of  Thought  and  Phantom  having  expressed,  their 
willingness  to  compete  again  that  day,  Mr.  Banks  went  on  board  his 
yacht,  and  the  second  start  took  place  at  2h.  35s.,  the  wind  blowing 
fresh  from  the  south.  Soon  after  they  got  away  the  wind  dropped,  and 
gradually  subsided  to  an  almost  perfect  calm.  Somehow  or  other,  the 
yachts  crept  round  the  western  and  eastern  mark-boats,  and  about  six 
o'clock  the  Glance,  Thought,  and  Lulworth  were  seen  off  the  Break- 
water* -From  this -point  the  yachts  drifted  up  on  the  tide,  and  as  they 
neared  the  Cobbler  buoy,  just  before  making  the  committee's  boat  it 
was  feared  that  for  want  of  wind  they  might  drift  up  the  Cutwater. 
After  rounding  the  Cobbler,  a  slight  puff  off  shore  assisted  them  a  little, 
and  the  two  leading  vessels  arrived  as  follows:— 


h.   m.   s. 
8    3    80 


h. 


m.   s. 
7    15 


Glance M 8    3    80  |  Thought ...- 8 

The  others  not  timed.  The  Glance  was  declared  the  winner,  by 
2m.  15s.,  after  deducting  allowance  to  Thought. 

The  second  race  was  for  the  Members'  Cup,  value  £60,  or  the  winner 
to  receive  the  amount  in  cash  if  preferred;  open  to  yachts  of  any  rig  or 
tonnage,  belonging  to  members  of  the  club:  time  race. 

The  following  started:— 

Number*!  a»  in  Burnt'*  Universal  Yacht  List  Jar  1857. 


No. 


87 
361 
810 


Yachta'  Nam*. 


Annie. 
Fawn.. 
Ethel. 


1039  Vision. 


Riff. 


bermu. 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tom. 


20 
26 
16 
45 


S.  Triscott,  Esq. 
H.  Ffflis,  Esq. 
H.  E.  Bayly,  Esq. 
W.  Raahleigh,  Esq. 


At  llh*  23s.  the  signal  for  starting,  the  Fawn  took  the  lead,  followed 
closely  by  Vision  and  Annie;  the  Ethel  rather  tardy.  The  Annie  soon 
ran  past  Vision,  with  Ethel  creeping  up.  Off  the  Breakwater  the  Ethel 
overhauled  and  passed  the  two  latter,  taking  second  place;  in  this  man- 
ler  they  proceeded  to  the  eastern  mark  boat,  after  rounding  which  the 
ITision  gained  upon  the  Ethel  and  ultimately  passed  her:  they  finished 
the  first  round  as  under;— 


h.  m.  s. 

''awn , 3  10    0 

/ision 8  12  30 


h.  m.  s. 

Ethel „ 3  14    15 

Annie 3  39      0 
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The  wind  now  died  away,  and  as  the  yachts  could  not  complete  the 
second  round,  it  was  decided  by  the  committee  that  they  should  sail 
again  on  the  7th  Sept.,  irrespective  of  weather*  and  that  the  time  of 
arrival  be  extended  to  midnight. 

The  third  priie,  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £31,  presented  by  the  tradee- 
men  of  the  dub,  with  £10  added;  open  to  yachts  belonging  to  any 
Royal  Yacht  Club,  of  10  tons  and  not  exceeding  30:  time 

The  following  started:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt*  Universal  Yaeki  List  for  1857. 


Mo. 


679 

08a 

72 


Yaotta*  Hum. 


Midge 

Vampire. 


Big. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


18 

so 
ae 


CapL  Commerell,  sou 
C.  Wheeler,  Eeq. 
B.  Mangin,  Esq.. 


At  12h.  25s.  they  started,  all  getting  away  nearly  together,  and  die 
breeze  haying  freshened  a  good  match  was  expected;  bat  'ere  complet- 
ing the  first  round  the  Alma  retired  from  the  contest,  and  the  round 
was  finished  by  Vampire  being  45m.  46s.  ahead  of  the  Midge,  which 
having  no  chance  also  "cut  it,"  leaving  Vampire  alone  in  her  glory,  and 
she  arrived  at  the  goal  at  6h. 

A  Cap  of  the  value  of  10  guineas  was  given  by  Mr,  Bate,  of  the 
Royal  Hotel,  which  was  sailed  for  by  seven  small  yachts,  and  won  by 
the  Ida. 

This  was  followed  by  a  sailing  match  between  watermen's  boats:  the 
Brunswick  beating  four  others. 

Several  rowing  matches  concluded  the  sports  afloat,  and  the  regatta 
concluded  with  a  fashionable  ball  at  the  BoyaL 

The  renewed  Match.— On  the  day  appointed  by  the  committee,  (7th 
Sept.)  to  re-sail  for  £60  prise  before  noticed,  the  same  yachts,— Annie, 
Fawn,  Ethel,  and  Vision  appeared  at  the  start 

They  got  well  away,  the  Fawn  leading,  and  on  looking  oat  far  the 
western  mark-boat  Mr.  Fillis  discovered  it  in  Cawsand  bay,  bat  the 
boat  not  being  discerned  by  the  other  yachts  so  quickly,  they  foil  away 
to  the  eastward  of  the  Sound.     As  soon  as  they  perceived  their  error 
the  Vision  and  Ethel  bore  op  and  went  back,  both  declaring  that  thev 
should  protest  against  the  race.    The  Fawn  and  Annie,  howeve~ 
tinued  the  race,  and  on  rounding  the  committee's  boat  on  the  c__ 
lion  of  the  first  round,  they  were  hailed  and  told  that  there  was  no  : 
but  as  the  owners  of  the  Fawn  and  Annie  thought  they  had  sta 
fairly,  and  everything  had  been  correct  on  their  part,  they  procer 
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When  they  had  completed  the  course,  according  to  the  regulations,  Mr. 
Fillie,  who  was  the  winner,  went  on  board  the  committee  vessel  and 
claimed  the  stakes,  when  he  was  informed  that  in  consequence  of  a  pro- 
test being  entered  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  the  Vision  and  Ethel, 
the  race  was  void,  the  ground  assigned  being  that  the  mark-boat  in 
Cawsand  bay  was  not  fiied  according  to  the  regulations,  and  secondly, 
that  it  had  not  the  proper  flag  flying.  With  respect  to  ^the  former  ob- 
jection, it  was  proved  by  a  gentleman  deputed  by  the  committee  to 
ascertain  if  the  boat  was  in  the  right  position,  that  the  boat  occupied  the 
proper  place,  and  by  the  bearings  of  the  compass,  was  correct  according 
to  the  directions  issued  by  the  committee.  With  respect  to  the  second 
objection,  it  was  shown  that  the  same  boatman  was  deputed  by  the  dub 
on  the  26th  of  August*  to  hoist  the  very  same  flag,  which  was  then  con- 
sidered to  be  a  red  ensign.  Mr.  Fillis  claimed  the  prize,  but  it  was 
withheld,  and  he  was  told  that  the  race  must  be  sailed  over  again,  but 
he  protested  against  the  money  being  appropriated  to  any  ottar  race. 
The  committee,  however,  persisted  in  declaring  that  it  must  be  sailed 
for  again,  when  Mr.  Fillis  declined  to  engage  in  any  other  contest,  and 
withdrew  his  yacht. 

The  following  day  the  Ethel,  Vision,  and  Annie  started.  The  signal 
was  given  at  1  lh.  9m.  a.m.,  and  the  yachts  got  away  well  together.  The 
contest  between  the  Ethel  and  Vision  was  a  very  hard  one,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  on  the  first  round;  and  during  the 
second  round  the  wind  freshened  considerably,  and  ultimately  a  heavy 
squall  came  on,  which  tested  the  merits  of  the  yachts,  but  they  did  not 
change  position.    The  time  finishing  each  round  was  as  follows:— 


First  Bound.         Second  Bound* 


Ethel.... 

Vision... 
Annie ... 


h.  m.    s. 

1  14      0 

I  16    34 

1  28       0 


h.  m.  s. 

2  67  15 

3  2  0 

4  17  0 


The  Ethel  received  the  prise.    She  was  built  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Moore  of 
Friary  Yard,  Plymouth. 
["We  shall  follow  up  the  above  regatta  by  noticing  the  others  on  the 
coast,  which  were  omitted  at  the  time  tbey  came  off.  J 
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b  most  satisfactory  manner  to  all  interested— to  the  committee  who  so 
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zealously  undertook  its  measurement,  and  to  the  great  mass  of  the  pub- 
lic* who  congregated  in  thousands  on  the  Hoe  and  surrounding  heights, 
and  who  appeared  greatly  to  enjoy  the  holiday.  The  weather  in  the 
morning  looked  dull,  bnt  as  the  day  advanced  the  clouds  dispersed,  the 
sun  shone  forth,  the  wind  blew  a  fine  breeze  from  the  north-west,  and  a 
finer  lame  could  not  have  been  experienced. 

The  sports  cowimenHed  with  a  sailing  match  for  trawlers,  which  the 
Baron,  a  fine  cutter,  built  by  Moore,  won. 

The  principal  race  was  for  the  Town  Plate,  value  50  sovereigns,  open 
to  yachts  of  any  rig,  the  property  of  a  member  of  a  Royal  Yacht  Club: 
time  race. 

The  following  yachts  started:— 

Numbered  a$  in  Runts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


Yacht*'  Namet. 


1039  Vision... 
462  Glance... 
Wildfire 
Vesper.. 


1096 
98S 


Rig 


cutter 

cutter 

schooner 

schooner 


Tons. 


45 
36 
67 
25 


Owners. 


W.  Rashleigh,  Esq. 
K.  O.  Bankes,  Esq. 
J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
W.  H.  P.  Western,  Esq. 


One  of  the  arrangements  adopted  by  the  committee  was  that  one* 
fourth  of  the  tonnage  should  be  added  to  cutters,  in  order  to  equalise 
them  with  schooners,  and  that  the  larger  vessels  should  allow  half-a- 
minute  per  ton  to  the  smaller  vessels,  of  any  rig. 

The  starting  gun  was  fired  at  lib.  53s.,  and  all  the  yachts  bounded 
off  in  magnificent  style:  but  the  Wildfire  soon  took  the  lead,  closely 
followed  by  Vesper,  Glance,  and  Vision,  each  carrying  a  press  of  canvas* 
In  spite  of  the  manoeuvring  and  able  seamanship  displayed,  the  Wildfire 
continued  ahead.  The  Vesper  unfortunately  sprung  her  bowsprit  and 
was  forced  to  give  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  round.  Each  round  was 
finished  as  under,  and  the  Wildfire  was  declared  the  winner. 


Wildfire 
Glance . 
Vision.. 
Vesper . 


First  Round, 
h.  m.  s. 
1  34  3 
1  48  25 
1  58  8 
9      0    40 


Second  Round. 

h.      DL      8. 

3     17     11 

3  34      5 

4  3    37 


The  next  race  was  for  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £25,  present* y 

Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  "with  a  purse  of  10  soven 
added,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  1 5  tons  and  not  exceeding  80  \ 
belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club:  time  race. 

The  following  yachts  started: — 
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Numbered  at  in  Hunfe  Universal  Yacht  Lirtfor  1857. 


Mo. 

869 

982 

37 


Yacht*'  Num. 


Secret..... 
Vampire-.. 
Annie. 


Big. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Toot. 


SO 
18 
21 


H.  J.  Waring,  Esq. 
C.  Wheeler.  Esq. 
S.  Triscott,  Esq. 


This  match  excited  great  interest:  the  start  was  at  1ft.  21m.  80s.  alt 

getting  away  together.     The  Annie  is  Bermudian  rigged,  and  carried 

a  tremendous  topsail/ which  as  it  was  blowing  stiffly,  it  was   generally 

expected  she  would  douse  when  she  got  outside,  but  she  ran  through  the 

water  wjth  her  mast  bending  under  the  weight  of  canvas.     At  this  time 

the  lookers  on  trembled  for  her  safety— ^still  on  on  she  rushed  regardless 

of  danger,  and  when  off  the  Snag  Stone  away  went  her  flying  jib-boom, 

still  like  the  maddened  courser  onwards  she  dashed,  till  she  carried  an  ay 

her  gaff-topsail  and  sprung  her  mast,— then,  and  not  till  then,  did  she 

fall  off,  allowing  her  competitors  to  pass  her.     Her  daring  deserved  a 

better  fete,  but  her  chance  was  gone;  the  first  round  was  finished  thus:— 

h.  m.  s.  I                            h.  m.  1. 1 
Secret 2  10  14  |  Vampire 2  15    7  j  Annie 

The  race  was  now  between  Secret  and  Vampire,  and  the  former  so  in- 
creased her  distance  that  the  latter  drew  off,  and  left  the  Secret  to  finish 
alone,  which  she  did  at  4h.  4m.  30*.  When  she  came  in  loud  was  the 
cheering,  the  band  playing  '  *  See  the  Conquering  Hero  comes.11  Mr. 
Waring  being  much  respected,  his  reception  was  most  enthusiastic. 

A  Purse  of  15  sovereigns  for  yachts  of  8  tons  and  not  exceeding  15 
tons.     Half-a- minute  per  ton  allowed. 

The  following  started:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt*  Universal  Yacht  List  fir  1857. 


h.  m.  s. 
2  27  88 


No 

798 
310 
890 


Yaehtt*  Names 

Pixie Z. 

Ethel 

Snake 


Rig 


cutter 

cutter 

yawl 


Toot 


15 
15 
18 


Owntn 


R.  Shurlook,  Esq. 
H.  E.  Bayly,  Esq. 
O.  Fhilpotts,  Esq. 


Ethel,  although  only  the  same  tonnage  as  the  Pixie,  is  nearly  four 
feet  longer.  She  took  a  slight  lead  at  starting,  jfbllowed  by  Pixie  well 
t  and  Snake  a  little  behind.  Ethel  continued  the  lead,  and  eventually 
m  the  race.  The  start  took  place  at  lh.  lm.  82s,  and  the  rounds 
ire  made  thus:— 


lieL. 

xie. 

ake. 


First  Bound, 
h.  m.  s. 
2  4  48 
2  11  58 
2     22     21 


Second  Bound, 
h.    m.    s. 
4    24     53 
4    38     18 
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This  was  foUewed  by  a  match  for  a  Purse  of  8  sovereigns,  with  a 
second  prise  of  5  guineas  for  yachts  under  8  tons:  half-a-minute  allowed. 
The  following  started:— Tartar,  Mr.  Richards,  Phantom,  Mr.  Wey,  Fly- 
ing Good,  Mr.  Clark,  Little  Jenny,  Mr.  J.  C.  Clark,  Fairy,  Mr.  Ever, 
George,  Capt.  Thompson,  Secret,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Turk,  Mr.  Rennolla. 

This  was  an  exciting  race;  alt  got  off  well  together  at  Ih.  36m.  30s. 
Several  of  thent  carried  a  heavy  press  of  canvas,  more  than,  consider- 
ing the  breexe,  was  thought  prudent.  Happily  no  accident  occurred, 
although  many  shipped  more  salt  water  than  is  consistent  with  perfect 
security.    After  an  excellent  race  the  Phantom  came  in  the  winner. 

Then  followed  a  novelty  in  aquatics,  viz.  a  Four  Oared  Gig  race, 
rowed  by  Woman,  in  boats  not  exceeding  30  feet  First  prise  £3., 
seoond  £2.,  third  JEl. 

The  Daring,  (Elisabeth  Furnace),  Victoria,  (Mary  Ann  Rendk),  and 
White  Mouse,  (8.  A.  Basley).  started,  and  after  a  severe  struggle — m 
which  the  Saltash  amasons  showed  their  usual  pluck— they  came  in  as 
above:  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  severe  character  of  the  contest, 
by  the  fact,  that  in  the  first  round  there  was  only  a  quarter  of  a  minute 
difference  in  time  between  the  first  and  second  boats  on  passing  the  com- 
mittee's barge;  and  only  half  a  minute  between  the  second  and  third. 

After  several  other  rowing  matches  the  presentation  of  the  prises  on  board 
the  committee  vessel  took  place.  The  Mayor  officiated  as  chairman,  the  first 
prise  a  purse  of  i860  was  handed  to  Dr.  Pratt,  as  the  representative  of  Mr. 
.  Turner,  the  owner  of  Wildfire;  the  second  prize  (the  Prince  Consort's  gift,) 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Waring,  the  owner  of  Secret:  it  was  a  beautiful  and 
richly  chased  Silver  Salver ;  and  the  third  prize  for  yachts  was  handed  over 
to  Capt.  Bayly,  the  owner  of  Ethel:  the  other  prizes  were  then  given  to  the 
several  winners;  and  the  day  was  finished  with  a  dinner  at  the  Navy  Hotel, 
which  was  well  attended,  and  all  expressed  "their  willingness  to  support 
aquatic  sports  when  they  were  carried  out  with  the  liberality  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Committee. 


TENBY  REGATTA. 


This  came  off  on  the  21st  of  August,  and  was  the  first  ever  held  at 
Tenby,  from  the  numerous  attendance,  the  excellence  of  the  arrange- 
ments and  the  general  satisfaction  which  all  present  expressed  we 
look  annually  for  a  continuance  of  aquatic  sports. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  prize  of  £60,  and  was  open  to  all  yac— 
any  Royal  Yacht  Club  being  not  less  than  20  tons  register;  time  r 
three  to  start  or  no  race;  entrance  £i  Is.     There  were  five  entries,  . 
only  four  started,  viz:— 
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If  umbered  a$  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  Listfbr  1857. 


No. 


Yachts' Name*. 


1028 

210 

10*6 
749 


Vigilant.. 
Cyclone.. 
Wildfire  . 
Osprey.... 


cutter 

cutter 

schooner 

schooner 


36 
43 
56 
30 


Owners. 


J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq, 
W.  Patterson,  jun.,  Esq. 
J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
W.  H.  Neville,  Esq. 


The  distance,  aooording  to  the  progamme  for  the  first  sailing  match, 
was  from  the  starting  vessel  which  was  moored  about  half-a-mile  off  the 
pier,  twice  round  a  vessel  moored  off  Ragwen  Point,  and  thence  round 
a  vessel  moored  some  ten  miles  off  in  the  channel,  thence  round  the 
rocks  known  as  the  Woolhouses  off  the  east  end  of  Caldy  Island,  and 
back  the  second  time  to  the  starting  ship.  For  the  other  races  only 
once  round. 

All  being  ready,  precisely  at  12h-  10m.  the  gun  was  fired  for  the  first 
race,  when  the  four  yachts  started  in  good  order,  the  Wildfire  being 
slightly  ahead.  The  Cyclone,  Vigilant,  and  Osprey,  followed  in  close 
succession,  but  the  Wildfire  kept  her  position  throughout  the  whole  race. 
She  rounded  the  starting  ship  the  first  time  at  seven  minutes  after  two 
o'clock,  followed  by  the  Cyclone  at  19  minutes  after,  by  the  Vigilant 
at  21m.  after,  and  by  the  Osprey,  at  39m.  after  two.  They  came  round 
the  second  heat  in  similar  order,  and  at  the  following  times:— 

h.  in.  s.  |                           h.m.s.1  h  in.  s. 

Wildfire 4  23  30  I  Cyclone 4  39    0  |  Vigilant 4  54    o 

The  second  race  was  for  a  prize  of  £20,  open  to  all  yachts  of  any 
Royal  Yacht  Club,  not  exceeding  20  tons  register;  no  time  for  tonnage 
allowed;  three  to  start  or  no  race;  entrance  10s.  6d. 

Numbered  as  in  Hum*?  Universal  Yacht  Listjbr  1657. 


No. 


Yaohtt'  Names. 


1023 
458 
398 


Vesper 
Gem ... 
Foam  . 


1 1 


&if. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


.Big. 


15 
18 

7 


O.  A.  Bevan,  Esq. 
J.  J.  De  Winton,  Esq. 
G.  N.  Maude,  Esq. 


The  yachts  started  precisely  at  12m.  after  one  o'clock,  and  were  to 
sail  only  once  round.  The  Vesper  took  the  lead  at  starting,  and  main- 
lined her  usual  superiority  as  a  fast  sailing  cutter.  She  arrived  at  the 
winning  vessel  exactly  at  42m.  after  three,  distancing  her  two  antago- 
nists, which  did  not  come  home  for  some  time  after.  The  regatta  was 
wound  up  by  several  sailing  and  rowing  matches. 
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TEIGNMOUTH  REGATTA. 

We  regret  we  cannot  record  the  regatta  as  a  first-rate  affair,  not  for  the 
want  of  funds,  (altho'  some  say,  there  was  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  to  subscribe,  however,  one  gentleman  set  them  an  example, 
and  sufficient  was  collected,)  therefore  the  non-attendance  of  yachts  was 
much  felt  The  only  entry  for  the  30  guinea  prize  was  the  Phantom, 
S.  Lane,  Esq.,  and  not  one  for  the  20  guinea  prize  for  schooners,  and 
after  divers  offers,  the  following  appeared  to  compete  for  a  prize  of  £15. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List /or  1857. 


No 

Yachts'  Name* 

BIS 

Ton 

Owners 

310 

Etbel 

cutter 
cutter 

15 
13 

H.  E.  Bayly,  Esq. 
Capt.  Commerell,  bjt. 

679 

Midge 

The  course  was  about  30  miles,  and  the  start  took  place  at  2h.  30m., 
a  stiff  breeze  blowing  from  the  N.E.  The  Ethel  soon  got  away  with 
the  lead,  and  on  rounding  the  eastern  mark-boat  was  four  minutes  ahead ; 
between  this  point  and  the  western  mark-boat,  under  Babbicombe,  the 
distance  remained  precisely  the  same.  After  this  the  Ethel  improved 
her  position,  passing  the  committee  boat  thus:— 


Ethel 


h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

,  4  23  30  I  Midge 4  28  19 


They  continued  in  this  order  till  the  Ethel,  fetching  Babbicome  bay, 
was  suddenly  becalmed;  Midge  on  the  contrary,  had  a  rattling  breeze, 
which  she  brought  with  her,  and  passed  the  Ethel  about  200  yards  to 
leeward,  just  after  rounding  the  western  mark-boat  In  two  or  three 
minutes  the  Ethel  got  the  breeze,  but  it  was  too  late— she  could  not 
recover  her  lost  ground:  they  came  in  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  s.  |  h.  m.  a. 

Midge  6  49  45  |  Ethel   6  51     O 

The  Midge  winning  without  the  allowance  of  time  she  was  entitled 
to  receive. 

The  committee  endeavoured  to  get  up  another  race,  and  offered  £10 
to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  that  declined  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Ethel  in  last  race.     The  offer  was  not  responded  to. 


On  the  same  day,  24th  of  Aug. ,  a  nautical  fete  took  place.  The  object  * 
to  benefit  the  funds  of  that  excellent  institution,  the  Royal  National  L; 
Boat  Society,  which  has  at  Teignmouth,  and  at  fifty  or  sixty  other  places 
the  coast,  a  life-boat  fully  equipped,  so  as  to  be  ready  at  any  time  to  renc 
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assistance  to  the  distressed  shipwrecked  sailor. .  And  if  there  is  one  subject 
more  than  another  that  justly  claims  to  commands  attention,  and  to  enlist 
the  sympathy  of  a  maritime  country  like  England,  it  surely  must  be  the 
security  of  those  u  whose  business  is  in  great  waters."  Tet  how  imperfectly 
informed,  how  supinely  indifferent  is  the  great  mass  of  the  population,  either 
as  to  the  cause,  or  the  extent  of  means  within  their  reach,  at  little  cost,  for 
the  prevention  or  mitigation  of  the  appalling  catastrophes  that  annually 
absorb  nearly  six  hundred  valuable  lives  around  our  coasts,  leaving  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  widows  and  orphans  unprovided  for.  The  operations 
of  this  day  commenced  by  a  steamer  towing  into  the  offing  a  small  smack 
which  was  kindly  lent  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  Samuel  Hutcbings.  On 
giving  signals  from  the  smack,  such  as  gear  adrift,  ensign  reversed,  and 
.minute  guns  firing,  the  life-boat  manned  with  her  crew,  was  launched,  and 
proceeded  to  the  relief  of  the  distressed  vessel.  She  immediately  took  them 
on  board,  and  brought  them  ashore.  Considering  the  sice  of  the  life- boat 
which  must  necessarily  be  large  and  heavy  to  enable  it  effectually  to  contend 
with  a  heavy  surf  and  wind,  she  was  rapidly  launched,  for  it  could  hardly 
have  exceeded  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  she  was  brought  from  the  boat- 
house  to  that  when  she  was  afloat. 

Afterwards  a  communication  was  effected  on  the  first  attempt  with  the 
mimic;  wreck  by  means  of  the  Manby  apparatus.  A  Coast  Guard  man  was 
hauled  from  the  mast-head  ashore  on  the  usual  "  breeches"  sling.  But  from 
the  careless  manner  in  which  he  attached  himself  to  the  sling,  omitting  to 
put  his  legs  in  the  u  breeches",  the  operation  nearly  cost  him  his  life ;  as  it 
was  he  came  off  with  a  good  ducking.  The  importance  of  teaching  sailors 
and  others  how  to  make  a  right  use  of  these  important  line-communications 
with  stranded  vessels  cannot  be  overrated.  Nearly  every  winter  fearful 
consequences  of  their  ignorance  of  attaching  the  line  is  brought  under  our 
notice.  At  one  time  a  sailor,  as  soon  as  the  line  had  been  thrown  over  his 
ship,  will  tie  it  round  his  body  and  plunge  into  the  boiling  surf;  where  he 
instantly  perishes,  and  his  comrades  doomed,  from  his  ignorance,  to  share 
the  same  unhappy  fete.  At  another  time  a  whole  ship's  crew  of  four  or  five 
men  will  tie  themselves  to  the  frail  line,  and  are  dragged  ashore  in  a  lifeless 
state.  Let  us  therefore,  express  an  earnest  hope  that  efforts  will  be  made 
to  teach  our  mariners  the  proper  use  of  the  communicating  line. 

In  the  Journal  of  the  National  Life-boat  Institution  for  the  current  year, 

there  is  an  excellent  article  on  this  important  subject.    Its  price  is  only  2d. 

and  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  sailor,  and  every  yachtsman  would  be 

doing  good  service  by  circulating  a  few  copies  of  this  periodical  amongst  bis 

rew  every  quarter. 

The  anchor  of  Captain  Jerningham,  R.N.,  was  next  fired  from  a  mortar. 
This  skilful  mechanical  contrivance,  which  possesses  great  holding  power, 
a  intended  to  haul  off  lire-boats,  and  other  boats  through  a  heavy  surf! 
tome  years  ago  the  writer  of  this  saw  the  anchor  fired  from  a  mortar  by 
Captain  Jerningham  from  the  dockyard,  Woolwich.  It  was  thrown  nearly 
icross  the  Thames,  and  its  great  holding  power  was  manifested  by  the  tact 


452  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

that  k  required  about  thirty  men  to  haul  it  home.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  fireman  on  the  present  occasion  did  not  understand  the  peculiar  bat 
simple  mode  of  firing  it — the  anchor  was  thrown  by  him  only  a  short  distance. 
Better  success,  however,  attended  the  firing  of  Mr.  Offbrd's  expanding 
flake  grapoeL  Nothing  could  exceed  the  precision  of  the  operation*  It  was 
thrown  about  200  yards  into  the  sea,  and  its  holding  power  was  tested  by  the 
life-boat  being  subsequently  hauled  off  by  it.  Prom  various  causes  no  suc- 
cess attended  the  trial  on  this  occasion  of  Francis's  American  life-saving 
car.  The  Coast  .Guard  men  on  board  the  vessel  did  not  understand  its 
admirable  qualities. 

The  Rev.  E.  L.  Berthon,  of  Fareham,  exhibited  his  remarkable' invention, 
the  collapsible  ship's  life-boat,  in  perfecting  which  he  has  expended  upwards 
of  £5,000,  and  devoted  much  of  his  time.  [A  description  of  this  valuable 
invention  with  engravings  will  be  found  in  voL  in,  p.  322,  of  Htmf*  Yaekbmg 
Magazine.}  The  Rev.  gentleman  illustrated  the  principle  of  his  invention 
by  a  model  stationed  on  the  promenade.  The  peculiar  feature  of  this  inven- 
tion is,  that  half  a  dozen  collapsible  boats  can  be  easily  stowed  away  in  the 
space  now  occupied  by  one  ordinary  ship's  boat.  Thus  ample  boat  accom- 
modation can  be  easily  provided  for  troof>  and  passenger  ships.  Mr. 
Mansfield's  rough  raft,  consisting  of  a  few  spars  fastened  to  some  empty 
casks,  was  rally  tested  on  the  occasion,  and  clearly  showed  the  utility  of 
such  contrivances  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

After  this  last  experiment  the  smack  in  the  offing  was  discovered  to  become 
a  real  wreck ;  she  began  to  fill  rapidly  and  to  heel  on  one  side.  This  cir- 
cumstance, combined  with  the  feet  that  both  the  regatta  end  the  nautical 
feU  took  place  at  low  water,  which  rendered  the  opecattons  of  the  former 
almost  void  of  interest,  and  the  general  dispersion  of  the  spectators  to  their 
homes,  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close  before  Perrott*s  tubular  raft,  Dr. 
Sibbald's  ship  communicator,  and  several  other  contrivances  for  saving  life, 
were  experimented  on. 


TORBAY  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

This  annual  amusement  name  off  on  28th  August,  under  the  steward- 
ship of  the  Commodore  (G.  H.  Ackers,  Esq.)  and  members  of  the  Royal 
Victoria  Yacht  Club.    The  attendance  of  manytirsthivteyaontB  ensured 
capital  sport,  which  was  highly  appreciated  by  a  large  number  ~e 
visitors  sojourning  at  Torquay. 

Hie  first  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  sovereigns  for  fishing  boats,  w 
the  Musical  Box  won,  beating  six  others. 

The  second  prise  was  for  the  Ladies'  Purse,  for  pleasure  yacht 
longing  to  Torbay ;  the  entries  were  Mystery,  Mr.  Thomas,  Gannet, 


y 
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Pearson,  Edith,  Mr.  Turner,  and  Belladonna,  which  was  won  by  the 
Gannet. 

The  third  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  20  sovereigns,  for  yachts  under  35 
tons,  open  to  all  cutters  kept  for  pleasure  only:  time  race;  three  times 
round.     The  following  started:— 

Nw/iber*d asm  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  Listjor  1857. 


No 

982 
861 
310 


Yacht**  Names. 


Vampire. 

Fawn 

Ethel 


679Midge.. 


Rig. 

Tom. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

18 
25 
15 
13 

Owners. 


G.  Wheeler,  Esq. 
FL  Fiffis,  Esq. 
Capt  Bayly 
Capt*  Commerell 


The  start  was  at  12h.  47m.  They  all  got  well  off,  the  Vampire  with 
a  slight  lead:  the  others  endeavoured  by  every  legitimate  means  to 
overhaul  the  leader,  but  it  was  of  no  use;  she  maintained  the  good  cha- 
racter she  obtained  in  other  localities.  By  the  time  of  each  round  which 
we  have  given  below,  it  will  be  seen  the  contest  between  the  Ethel  and 
Fawn  was  rather  sharp,  except  in  the  last  round,  when  the  Ethel  ran 
away  from  her. 

First  Bound, 
h.  m.  8. 
2  22  33 
2  27  0 
2  30  40 
2     35     40 


Vampire 
Ethel.... 
Fawn .... 
Midge ... 


Second  Bound. 

h .    m.    s. 
4     12    30 
4     23     17 
4     24       6 

gave  up. 


Third  Bound. 

h.    m.    s. 

6       6     25 

6     21     30 

6     30       0 


The  fourth  race  was  a  Purse  of  30  sovereigns,  for  yachts  of  25  tons 
and  under  40  tons:  time  race. 
The  following  yachts  started:— 


No. 


Yachts'  Names 


327  Emmet  ... 
786  Phantom .. 
956  Thought..., 
462  Glance  «... 
IFire  Cloud 


Rig 

Tons 

cutter 

28 

cutter 

21 

cutter 

29 

cutter 

35 

cutter 

45 

Owners 


E.  Gibson,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
E.  G.  Banks,  Esq. 
—  Mansfield,  Esq. 


The  start  was  at  lh.  19m.  The  start  was  admirably  effected,  the 
bantom  obtained  the  lead  which  she  maintained  to  the  finish,  although 
er  celebrated  rivals  strove  hard  to  overtake  her,  she  completed  each 
">und  several  minutes  in  advance;  in  fact,  she  never  so  completely  beat 
;r  old  antagonist,  the  Thought,  as  on  this  occasion.  The  Emmet, 
lance,  and  Thought  had  a  sharp  contest  for  second  place,  which  the 
tier  obtained.     Each  round  was  finished  as  follows:— 


no.  10.— VOL.  VI. 
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Phantom 

Q1&QC8 

Thought «... 

Emmet 

Fire  Cloud... 


First  Bound. 

h.  m.  b. 

2  52  IS 

2  55  27 

2  56  43 

3  4  40 
3  16  10 


Second  Bound.  |  Third  Bound. 

h.    m.    s. 

6    24    40 

6    46    57 

6    38     58 

not  timed. 


h.    m.    8. 
4    36     18 
4    55      0 
4     54     80 
4     51     80 

gave  up. 


The  last  match  was  for  a  Purse  of  40  sovereigns,  for  yachts  of  any 
rig  not  less  than  40  tons.  I 

The  following  started: — 


No 


58 
625 
638 


Yachts'  Names 

Arrow 

Lulworth.. 

Mariquita*. ., 


Big 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tom 


192 

80 

125 


Owners 


T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 
Joseph  Weld,  Esq. 
F.  B.  Carew9  Esq. 


Lulworth  had  the  lead  at  starting,  followed  by  Mariquita  second,  and 
Arrow  a  little  behind.  But  the  latter  soon  gained  second  place,  and  a 
race  between  her  and  the  Lulworth  began,  which  ended  in  favour  of  the 
latter.  Both  these  vessels  were  designed  by  Mr.  Weld,  and  he  must 
haye  experienced  much  pleasure  in  witnessing  the  match.  The  Arrow, 
however,  after  the  first  round,  from  some  unexplained  cause  gave  up  the 
contest.  This  was  much  regretted,  for  notwithstanding  the  difference 
of  time  on  rounding,  still  in  a  sailing  match,  an  accident  might  happen 
to  the  one  leading  which  would  throw  her  out  of  the  race.  However, 
the  Lulworth  was  left  to  finish  the  match  by  herself,  the  Mariquita 
having  withdrawn  from  the  race  in  the  first  round.  The  timing  of  each 
round  was 


Lulworth. 
Arrow..... 


First  Bound.  lSecond  Bound. 


h. 
a 

3 


m. 

51 
57 


8. 
3 

58 


h. 
5 


m. 
30 


8. 

35 


Third  Bound, 
h.    m.    s. 
7     15    0 


Rowing  matches  finished  the  day's  amusements. 


PAIGNTON  REGATTA. 


The  inhabitants  of  this  place  determined  to  take  "  Old  Time  by  the  fo 

lock,"  so  the  month  of  July  witnessed  a  large  concourse  of  spectato 

anxiously  waiting  for  the  sports  to  begin.     There  was  a  drizzling  n 

accompanied  by  a  stiff  breeze  from  S.  W.     The  proceedings  commenc 

with  races  between  fishermen's  boats,  but  the  grand  race  was  betwei 
yachts. 
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Three  prises  in  cash  were  sailed  for  by  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons. 
The  following  entered;— 


Yachts' Names 

Ethel 

Firefly 

Curlew 

Fairy- 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


Owners 


15  Capt.  Bayly 

15  Capt.  Adams 

12  Major  Brown 

9  —  Bicknell,  Esq. 


The  start  took  place  at  lh.  47m.,  the  reputation  of  the  Ethel  thus 
early  in  her  career  had  established  her  claim  to  be  ranked  a  clipper. 
She  was  closely  scrutinized  by  the  nauticals  present,  and,  of  course,  vari- 
ous opinions  expressed.  The  Fairy  and  Curlew  were  known  to  the 
Devonians,  and  were  expected  to  run  her  close:  the  Firefly  was  unknown, 
therefore  all  the  interest  laid  between  the  first  three.  Ethel  however 
soon  after  shewed  her  capabilities,  gradually' drew  away  from  her  antag- 
onists, and  finishing  the  first  round  5m.  45s.  ahead  of  the  second  boat: 
the  next  round  she  increased  her  distance  to  8m.  54s.,  and  finished 
a  good  winner,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following:— 


h.  m.  s. 

Ethel   3  59  15 

Fairy  4  10  20 


h.  m.  s. 

Firefly 4  16  50 

Curlew 4  17    0 


Ethel  received  £5,  Fairy  £2.  10s.,  and  Firefly  £1.  5. 
Rowing  matches  and  other  amusements  concluded  the  sports.' 


LONDON  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

Since  our  last  notice  of  this  club  three  separate  days*  sailing  matches  have 
taken  place  on  the  Serpentine,  Hyde  Park.  On  the  first  day,  Messrs.  Tur- 
ner and  Temple's  Three  Williams,  was  the  victor ;  on  the  second  day,  Mr. 
Bulls  Lightning  won, beating  the  conqueror  in  last  race  and  several  others ; 
and  on  the  third  day,  the  Anne,  belonging  to  Mr.  G.  Kerridge,  was  the  win- 
ner.    On  each  occasion  a  Silver  Cup  has  been  the  prize. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA,  AT  HELENSBURGH. 

Tub  second  regatta  of  this  spirited  club  took  place  at  Helensburgh,  on  8th 
August.  The  day  was  fine,  with  an  easterly  breeze,  which,  however,  did 
not  extend  beyond  the  Shoals  buoy,  and  several  vessels  got  becalmed  in  con- 
sequence. It  blew  freshly  during  the  day  close  along  the  Helensburgh  shore, 
and  the  run  of  the  competing  yachts  from  Ardmore  buoy  to  the  commodore's 
yacht  was  thus  rendered  a  pretty  and  interesting  sight.    James  Smith,  Esq., 
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the  respected  Commodore  of  the  Club,  was  on  board  bis  yacht  Wave,  which 
was  anchored  nearly  opposite  the  Baths,  and  was  assisted  in  his  duties  by 
A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  the  Honorary  Secretary,  and  several  members  of  the  Sail- 
ing Committee.  The  turn  out  of  yachts  was  large,  and  several  belonging  to 
the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  cruised  about,  and  accompanied  the  differ- 
ent races. 

The  first  race  was  for  yachts  of  8  tons  and  under.  First  prize,  an  elegant 
Time  Piece,  presented  by  James  Smith,  Esq.,  commodore ;  second  prize, 
Piece  of  Plate,  value  £6. 

The  following  vessels  started,  viz. : — 


Yacht*'  Names. 


Maud 

Bella 

Fairy  Queen 
Armada 


Owners. 


St.  C.  J.  Byrne,  Esq. 
Robert  Walker,  Esq. 
James  Grant,  junr.,  Esq. 
John  Dickie,  Esq. 


The  course  was  round  the  Shoal  buoy,  a  flag-boat  moored  off  Ardmore, 
and  home.  The  vessels  in  first  and  second  races  went  twice  round,  the 
others  only  once. 

The  competitors  were  anchored  by  springs,  and  exactly  at  Uh.  30s.  the 
appointed  time,  the  gun  was  fired,  and  the  first  race  started.  Such  praise- 
worthy punctuality  is  exceedingly  rare  at  regattas,  and  we  hope  that  the 
example  set  by  the  Clyde  Model  Club  will  be  generally  followed.  The  Maud 
took  the  lead,  followed  by  Armada  and  Fairy  Queen,  but,  in  beating  back 
from  the  Shoals  buoy,  the  latter  vessel  (lately  launched  by  Mr.  Fyfe,  Fairlie,) 
went  in  front.  After  rounding  the  Ardmore  flag- boat,  however,  the  great 
running  powers  of  the  Maud  came  into  play  and  she  gained  considerably  on 
the  Fairy  Queen ;  but  she  was  not  to  be  caught,  and  the  Fairlie  build  came 
off  victorious.    The  vessels  passed  the  Commodore's  yacht  each  round  aa 

under : — 

First  Round.  Second  Bound. 


Fairy  Queen. 

Maud 

Armada  

Bella 


1 


h.  m*  s. 

2  3  3 

2  5  52 

2  9  27 

2  10  49 


h.    m.    s. 

3  49     12 

4  0  4 
3  54  4 
3     59     48 


The  first  prize  was  awarded  to  Fairy  Queen,  and  the  second  to  Armada. 
The  second  race  was  for  yachts  of  6  tons  and  under.    First  prize  was  a 
Piece  of  Plate,  value  £12 ;  second  prize  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £4.  10s. 
The  following  vessels  competed  in  the  race: — 


Yacht's  Names. 

Maria , 

Leda. 

Fearl , 

Comet , 


Owners. 


Robert  Lyall,  Esq. 

A.  Finlay,  Fsq. 

J.  and  R.  Ferguson,  Esqrs. 

Thomas  Steven,  Esq. 
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The  Pearl  went  off  with  the  lead,  but  was  headed  by  the  Maria,  which, 
kept  the  lead  throughout  the  first  round,  passing  the  Commodore's  yacht  21m. 
2s.  ahead  of  Pearl;  but  in  the  second  round  the  latter  finished  an  exceedingly 
well  contested  race  by  coming  in  considerably  in  advance  of  her  rival. 

The  third  race  was  for  yachts  of  4  tons  and  under.  First  prize  was  a 
Piece  of  Plate,  value  £9  ;  second  prize  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £$.  3s. 


Yachts'  Names.  Tons.  Owners. 


Banshee 4  A.  Kennedy,  Esq. 

Lily 3§  John  Fre,  Esq. 

Lightning. Robert  Walker,  Esq. 

Will-o'-the-Wisp 3A  Wm.  Miller,  Esq. 

Echo 2|  James  Sutherland,  Esq. 

Frances. 4  Capt.  Taylor 

The  Frances  led,  followed  by  the  Lily.  On  rounding  the  Shoals  buoy,  the 
strong  ebb  tide  drifted  the  vessels  to  leeward,  but  the  Frances,  by  standing 
towards  the  Greenock  shore,  avoided  its  full  strength,  and  was  the  first  ves- 
sel round  the  Ardmore  flag- boat.  Shortly  after  rounding,  her  peak  halliards 
were  carried  away,  but  the  damage  was  smartly  repaired,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  delay  which  occurred,  she  pame  in  a  winner  by  upwards  of  thirteen 
minutes.     They  were  timed  on  arrival  as  follows; — 

h.  to.  s.  I                            h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.   s, 

Frances 3    3  37  |  LUy^ 3  17    2  |  Echo..... 3  39  11 

The  Banshee  and  Will-o'-tbe-Wisp  were  becalmed.  The  Frances  arrived 
at  the  goal  before  the  third  vessel  in  the  previous  race. 

The  fourth  and  last  race  for  light  open  boats,  for  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value 
£3,  which  was  contested  by  the  Urania,  Mr.  R.  Sharp,  and  Rose,  Mr.  J. 
Rankin,  which  was  won  by  the  former. 

There  were  no  rowing  matches,  and  this  terminated  the  day's  proceedings, 
and  before  six  o'clock  the  jachts  had  dispersed  to  their  various  anchorages. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  contest  for  the  Challenge  Cup  of  this  club,  value  £50,  with~£5  added, 
came  off  August  15th,  the  conditions  being  that  it  must  be  won  twice  by 
the  same  owner  to  entitle  him  to  be  its  permanent  possessor.  This  is  a  rule 
peculiar  to  the  B.M.Y.C,  the  usual  course  being  the  yacht  to  win  twioe  to 
entitle  her  owner  to  keep  the  prize. 

This  cup  has  now  been  contested  for  five  times,  and  as  it  has  been  won 
according  to  the  conditions,  we  append  a  slight  description  of  it.  It  forms  a 
handsome  summer  dish  or  epergne:  Neptune,  with  his  trident,  stands  by  the 
pedestal ;  the  base  forms  a  triangle,  at  each  corner  a  seated  mariner  holds  in 
his  hand  a  wreath  of  victory.  The  cost  of  the  prize  was  contributed  by  the 
members  of  the  club,  and  was  from  the  celebrated  manufactory'of  F.  L. 
Han  8  burgh,  of  Church -street,  Liverpool.     It  was  first  contested  on  the  18th 
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September,  1853,  and  was  won  by  Mr.  Bowers'  yacbt  Presto,  beating  six 
others.  Tbe  next  contest  was  ou  the  16th  Sept.  1854,  and  was  won  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  yacht  Electric,  by  36  seconds.  Mr.  Bower  again  won  the  cup 
on  the  5th  of  September,  1855,  Spray,  winning  by  12  seconds.  On  the  23rd 
of  Aug,,  1856,  it  was  won  by  Mi.  Wilkinson's  yacbt  Glide,  by  10  seconds ; 
.and  this  year  it  was  won  by  this  gentleman's  yacht  Snake,  by  6J  minutes 
being  the  easiest  victory  in  the  cup's  short  career.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  who  has 
a  thorough  yachtsman's  spirit,  was  absent,  having  gone  to  Alexandria  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  After  this  brief  digression  we  proceed  to  record  tbe 
incidents  of  the  race.    The  following  yachts  came  to  the  starting  post : — 


Yacht*'  Nam*. 

Charm.- 

Snake 

Glide 

Mayflower. 

Phantom., 


Owners. 


J.  Poole,  Esq. 
T.  Wilkinson,  Esq. 
T.  Wilkinson,  Esq. 
G.  Harrison,  Esq.,  v.c. 
D.  Morrison,  Esq. 


One  of  the  Woodside  steamers  accompanied  the  match,  leaving  tbe  Wood- 
side  Pier  shortly  after  two  o'clock,  when  the  Rear-Commodore  having  given 
the  signal,  tbe  gun  was  fired,  and  the  start  was  effected  at  2h.  31m.,  the 
Phantom  with  the  lead,  followed  Charm,  Snake,  Glide,  Mayflower.  While 
passing  the  Birkenhead  Ferry,  the  Phantom,  looking  and  goiug  like  a  winner, 
unfortunately  loBt  her  mast  about  four  feet  below  the  hounds,  and  her  snowy 
canvas  fell  into  the  deep.  The  Charm  now  took  the  lead  for  a  short  time 
but  was  soon  afterwards  passed  by  the  Snake,  which  retained  the  lead  until 
the  termination  of  the  match.    The  flag-boats  were  passed  thus : — 


Snake,....., 

Glide 

Charm .... 
Mayflower 


Eastham. 
h.  m.  s. 
3  11  10 
3  12  0 
3  12  SO 
3     14     20 


Dingle. 
h,  m.  s. 
3  37  30 
3  40  9 
3  42  7 
3    41       6 


Soon  after  passing  the  Eastham  flag -boat,  the  Charm  touched  the  bank  two 
or  three  times,  and  the  Mayflower  took  the  third  place  which  she  kept.  The 
Charm  did  not  seem  to  go  so  well  as  usual,  and  it  was  rumoured  that  she 
had  not  so  much  ballast  on  board,  and  therefore  did  not  hold  so  good  a  wind. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  Glide.  The  wind  being  on  the  beam  the 
whole  course,  it  was  manifest  that  the  one  which  rounded  the  Eastham  flair- 
boat  first  must  win,  accidents  excepted,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  cr 
rion  of  their  running  qualities. 

They  passed  the  flag- boats  the  second  time  in  the  same  order  as  the  f 
but  immediately  after  rounding  the  Dingle  the  Mayflower  shifted  jibs,  wl 
occupied  so  much  time  that  the  Charm  again  took  third  place,  and  the  i 
was  finished  thus : — 
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Snake 
Glide 


h. 

m. 

8. 

4 

46 

57 

4 

53 

27 

h. 

Charm „ 4 

Ma j  flower 4 


m. 

8. 

54 

35 

57 

0 

The  Snake  being  hailed  the  victor  by  six  minutes  and  a  half.  This  is  the 
quickest  race  ever  run  over  by  the  winning  boat  (2h  15m.  57s.);  and  when 
we  mention  that  the  yachts  started  with  the  early  flood,  and  that  full  half 
the  distance  was  against  a  strong  tide,  our  readers  may  imagine  the  speed 
they  sailed  at.  The  Cup  was  presented  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  jun.,  by  the  Rear- 
Commodore  in  a  few  happy  remarks,  in  which  he  traced  the  progress  of  the 
Club  from  its  small  beginning  to  the  position  it  at  present  occupies,  and  con- 
cluding by  wishing  health  and  happiness  to  its  possessor.  Mr.  Wilkinson 
responded,  and  invited  the  ladies  to  pledge  success  to  the  Club  in  champagne, 
and  thus  terminated  the  season  of  1857.  There  was  a  large  attendance  on 
board  the  steamer,  and  the  company  were  enlivened  by  the  strains  of  music 
from  Mr.  Phillips's  band.  Among  the  yachts  in  company  were  the  celebrated 
Coralie,  and  the  Vice- Commodore's  yacht.  North  Star,  which  had  just 
arrived  from  their  contest  at  Carnarvon. 


IRISH  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

On  Wednesday,  26th  August,  this  young  club  held  its  first  regatta  in  Dublin 
Bay,  and  numbers  attended  to  witness  the  manoeuvring  of  the  fleet.  The 
Royal  Westerns  of  Ireland  take  great  interest  in  the  club,  and  the  Blanche, 
belonging  to  T.  M  Dunlevie,  Esq.,  was  kindly  placed  at  the  diposal  of  the 
Committee  for  the  day.  She  was  moored  near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  the 
yachts  starting  from  their  anchors  in  a  line  with  the  flag-ship. 

The  first  race  was  between  yachts  the  property  of  members  of  the  Irish 
Model  Yacht  Club,  under  15  tons.  Time  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage, 
45  seconds  per  ton.    The  following  entered  : — 


Yachts'  Names. 


Bijou... 

Dove_... 

Electric 

Fanny.. 

Flirt.... 

Virago .. 

Gipsy... 


Owners, 


R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 
R.  M.  Orinnell,  Esq. 
E.  Nugent,  Esq. 
R.  Battley,  Esq. 
J.  S.  Byrne,  Esq. 
E.  Clarke,  Esq. 


The  course  was  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles,  being  twice  round  a  flag- 
boat  moored  three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Kingstown  harbour,  thence  to  the 
jlack  buoy  off  the  Poolbeg,  and  back  to  Kingstown,  winning  on  the  second 
round  on  the  starboard  hand  of  the  Blanche. 

On  the  signal  being  made  the  fleet  got  off  in  splendid  style,  with  the  wind 
from  S.S.W.,  the  Flirt  with  the  lead,  closely  followed  by  the  Electric,  Bijou, 
and  Virago  with  the  Dove,  Gipsy,  and  Fairy  close  astern.    Just  at  starting 
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the  Virago  carried  away  her  bobstay,  throwing  her  out  of  her  position  in  the 
race.  The  relative  position  of  the  boats  was  kept  until  about  half  way  to 
the  first  flag- boat,  when  the  Virago  passed  the  Dove  and  Electric,  taking 
third  place,  and  rounding  the  flag-boat  about  one  minute  after  the  Bijou  and 
Flirt.  On  the  run  to  the  far'buoy  the  Electric  showed  her  sailing  qualities, 
easily  taking  the  second  place,  and  rounding*the  buoy  immediately  under  the 
stern  of  the  Bijou,  which  with  the  Flirt  and  Virago,  might  almost  be  covered 
with  a  handkerchief  at  the  time.  The  beating  up  from  the  bar  to  Kingston 
brought  out  the  Bijou's  weatherly  powers,  she  holding  afcfar  better  wind  and 
passing  the  flag-boat  off  the  harbour  a  long  way  ahead  of  the  others,  with  the 
Flirt.  Dove,  Jwhich  had  come  up  on  the  beat  and  Virago  close  up.  On  the 
second  round,  in  passing  the  first  flag-boat  the  Virago  came  up  and  paased 
the  Dove  and  Flirt,  again  taking  second  place  and  keeping  the  lead  to  the 
bar  buoy,  when  the  wind  dying  off  she  was  collared  by  the  Dove  about  mid- 
way between  the  bar  buoy  and  Kingstown.  The  wind  still  falling  off  the 
Flirt  crept  ahead,  all  the  boats  coming  in  as  under  : — 

h.  m.  a, 

Gipsy 5  31  22 

Fanny 5  35  26 


h.  m.  s. 

Bijou 4  59  13 

Dove. 5  11  55 

Flirt 5  15  15 


h.  m.  s. 

Virago 5  19  36 

Electric 5  27  30 


Allowing  time  for  tonnage,  the  first  prize,  the  cup,  was  awarded  to  Bijou, 
and  the  second  to  Flirt. 

The  second  race  was  for  yachts  under  6  tons,  the  property  of  members  be- 
longing to  the.  club ;  the  same  course,  once  round. 


Yachts*  Names. 

Torment .« 

Truant 

Will-o'-the-Wisp 

Bacchante 

Dwarf 

Temeraire 


Owners. 


J.  Todhunter,  Esq. 
R.  Barklie,  Esq. 

A.  Faulkner,  Esq. 
H.  H.  Allen,  Esq. 
W.  Todhunter,  Esq. 

B.  O'Grady,  Esq. 


This  start  was  also  made  in  beautiful  style,  the  little  Truant  getting  off 
first,  with  the  Torment  close  on  her  stern,  followed  by  the  Bacchante,  Te- 
meraire, Dwarf,  and  Will-o'-the-Wisp.  On  passing  the  first  flag,  the 
Torment  took  the  lead,  which  she  kept  all  round,  the  yachts  coming  in  in 
the  following  order :  — 


h.  m.  s. 

Torment 4  36  30 

Truant 4  43  54 

WllW-the-Wisp 4  45  30 


h.  m.  s. 

Bacchante 4  46  58 

Dwarf. 4  51  40 

Temeraire 4  53  5f 


Torment  was  declared  the  winner  by  1  m.  25s.  The  course  for  the  larger 
yachts,  over  thirty  miles,  was  sailed  over  in  less  than  two  hours  and  a  half 
The  whole  affair  was  most  satisfactory,  and  the  day  was  finished  by  a  dinner 
which  was  well  attended. 
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ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

RjtSIGNATIOM    OP    COMHODOBB    GOODSOH. 

Thb  members  present  at  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  (Sept.  21st) 
were  taken  by  surprise  when  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Eagle,  the  Treasurer,)  in  the 
absence  of  the  Commodore  announced  that  he  had  receired  a  letter  from  their 
worthy  Chief,  which  his  duty  as  Chairman  compelled  him,  though  with  great 
reluctance  to  bring  forward.    The  following  was  then  read;— 

19,  Sutherland  Terrace,  August  18<A,  1857. 

"  Sir. — The  decision  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grimsby  case  haying  been 
communicated  to  me  last  night  at  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  I  hare  to  request  that 
you  will  place  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  Commodore  before  the  members 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  extraordinary  construction  put  on  some  of  the 
Sailing  Regulations  by  members  of  the  Sailing  Committee  will  hereafter  pre- 
vent my  cordial  co-operation  in  that  respect,  thereby  leading  to  constant  differ" 
encea.  I  have  asked  the  Vice-Commodore  to  undertake  those  duties  for  the 
present  which  would  bare  devolved  on  me. 

"  You  will  be  kind  enough  to  express  to  the  members  my  grateful  thanks  for 
the  uniform  kindness  I  have  experienced  at  their  hands. 

"  I  hare  to  thank  you  personally  for  your  ready  assistance  in  matters  con- 
cerning the  Club. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

"  James  Goodsov." 

The  Chairman  amidst  considerable  sensation  at  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
said  that  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  it,  the  Secretary  at  once  summoned  a 
meeting  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  but  as  on  the  veto  of  that  Committee  the 
letter  which  had  just  been  read  had  arisen,  they  found  themselves  placed  in  so 
delicate  a  situation  that  they  absented  themselves;  the  Secretary  essayed  a 
second  time  to  procure  a  meeting,  but  again  failing  had  recourse  to  the  House 
Committee,  who  met  and  advised  on  the  subject,  the  result  of  their  deliberation 
being  to  place  the  matter  at  the  earliest  opportunity  before  the  Club,  which 
they  now  did.  The  Chairman  observed  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  com- 
municate to  them  that  he  had  also  received  a  private  letter  from  the  Commo- 
dore with  reference  to  the  funded  property  being  in  their  (the  Commodore  and 
Treasurer's)  names,  requesting  him  to  substitute  some  name  instead  of  his  (Mr. 
Goodson's),  and  expressing  his  readiness  to  attend  the  transfer  whenever 
called  upon. 

Mr.  R.  Tress,  a  member  of  the  House  Committee  stated  his  opinion  that,  if 
the  subject  was  referred  to  a  Committee  it  would  be  attended  with  advantage* 
A  list  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  containing  the  names  of  several  who  had 
kindly  undertaken  to  serve  upon  that  Committee.  The  Chairman  thought  that 
before  the  Club  proceeded  any  further  the  members  would  like  to  be  put  in 
possession  of  the  cause  of  the  resignation.  The  Secretary  then  read  a  letter 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Great  Grimsby  Regatta,  stating  that  as  that  regatta 
had  been  sailed  under  the  laws  of  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,  they  should 
reel  obliged  on  receiving  its  opinion  on  the  following  subject  matter  of  dispute. 

wo.  10. — vol.  vi.  3  o 
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"  A  collision  took  place  between  two  of  the  yachts  competing  for  the  first 
prize,  and  one  of  the  crew  belonging  to  the  yacht  struck,  jumped  on  board  the 
other  boat  for  safety,  and  the  yacht  came  up  abort  of  a  hand*" 

The  letter  then  went  on  to  allude  to  the  ease  of  the  Wildfire,  and  called  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  Southern  Yacht  Club  to  the  subject. 

The  Chairman  said  that  on  the  receipt  of  this  the  Sailing  Committee  met 
twice  and  fully  considered  the  matter  as  follows;— 

"  In  their  opinion  a  person  learing  a  yacht  against  his  will  or  inclination 
from  any  cause  whatever  would  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  word  acciden- 
tally knocked  overboard,  in  Rule  I  and  2  of  Sailing  Regulations;  but  that  a 
person  leaving  a  yacht  of  his  own  free  will  or  by  his  own  exertion,  from  any 
cause  whatever,  would  disqualify  the  yacht." 

In  consequence  of  this  decision  by  the  B.  L.  Y.  C.  Sailing  Committee  the 
Grimsby  Committee  awarded  the  prise  to  Baptd,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  page  412  of  our  September  number,  which  notice  we  received  from  Mr. 
Fletcher.  This  decision  forms  the  basis  of  the  Commodore's  complaint  and 
consequent  resignation. 

Ifcv  A.  Crosley  deeply  deplored  the  resignation  of  their  worthy  Commodore; 
the  Grimsby  matter  in  dispute  had  occupied  the  fullest  attention  of  the  Com-, 
mittee,  and  he  regretted  that,  after  a  decision  by  that  honorable  body,  the 
Commodore  should  have  taken  up  the  matter  as  he  had  done.  No  one  could 
more  sincerely  respect  their  chief  officer  than  he  did,  and  he  would  with  much 
pleasure  second  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  having  in  view,  if  possible, 
the  withdrawal  of  the  letter  of  resignation. 

Mr.  Farmer,  in  allusion  to  the  proceeding  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  said  that 
on  the  first  meeting  to  consider  this  matter,  there  were  three  on  one  side  and 
three  on  the  other,  hut  at  the  second  meeting  there  waa  a  majority  of  four  to 
two  for  the  decision  above  quoted*  The  yacht  disqualified  was  the  Commo- 
dore's, and  that  circumstance  naturally  induced  them  to  feel  some  delicacy* 
They  had  applied  their  moat  earnest  attention  to  the  matter,  and  had  felt  the 
law  se  dead  against  the  Commodore,  that  they  could  not  conscientiously  do 
otherwise  than  they  had. 

A  member  inquired  what  were  to  be  the  powers,  what  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee sought  to  be  appointed?  Was  it  to  be  a  court  of  review?  Was  it  to  set 
aside  the  decision  which  had  been  come  to  by  the  Sailing  Committee? 

Mr.  Tress  did  not  contemplate  for  one  moment  any  disrespect  for  that  body* 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  Committee  un- 
fettered to  act  as  their  own  good  sense  might  suggest,  upon  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances  that  came  before  them;  -to  hamper  them  with  restrictions  would 
be  to  limit  their  usefulness.  In  his  opinion,  they  should  be  left  to  consider  the 
letter  of  resignation,  and  report  upon  it,  and  they  would,  doubtless,  in  their 
deliberations  go  into  the  case,  and  do  the  best  in  their  power  to  remedy  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  Club  was  placed. 

A  member  observed  that  nothing  must  be  done  which  could  be  construed  into 
a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Sailing  Committee. 

Mr.  Tieas  said  he.  would  move  "  That  the  letter  of  resignation  of  the  Cook 
modore  be  referre  1  to  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Appleton,  Crosley* 
E.  Crosley,  Farmer,  Keene,  Oriel,  C.  Oriel,  Power,  Kuhl,  Robertson,  Skeen 
and  Tuike,  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  to  report  to  the  Club  what 
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steps  they  would  recommend  that  body  to  take."  This  being  seconded,  wae 
carried  unanimously ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  it  was  determined  that 
the  reflation  should  be  reported  to  the  Commodore. 

The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Thursday*  November  26th,  at 
Willis's  Rooms,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  stewards  for  the 
occasion: — The  Vice  and  Rear-Commodores,  Cap*.  Uaseltme  and  A.  Crosley, 
James  Glegg,  S.  F.  Oriel,  George  Osgood,  William  Roe,  George  Kuhl,  Alfred 
Skeen  and  Richard  Tress,  Eaqrs. 


Harbour  Pilotage. 

Liverpool,  Aug.  z9m,  1857. 
Sib. — Daring  an  evening  of  calm  I  sat  in  my  cabin  re-perusing  some  of  the 
numbers  of  the  Yachting  Magazine,  and  being  alone,  my  mind  was  solely  best 
on  the  task.    On  coming  to  the  "Reminiscences  of  Yachting,  by  Blue  Jacket," 
my  attention  was  particularly  arrested  by  hit  recommendation  of  a  Committee 
to  investigate  and  lay  down  bearings  for  the  harbours  of  onr  coast.    The  idea 
is  oertainly  very  commendable,  if  there  existed  a  necessity  for  such  an  under* 
taking,— but  I  contend  we  have  in  that  excellent  work  of  Lieutenant  Hay,  B.B., 
M  The  Pilotage  of  the  BritUh  Channel"  all  that  is  required,— it  is  a  work  of 
authority,  and  having  been  patronised  by  the  Admiralty,  and  attested  by  some 
of  our  best  navigators,  should  be  considered  a  necessary  appendage  to  the 
yachtsman's  library.    In  fact,  without  It  I  would  not  attempt  to  put  to  sea,  I 
consider  it  as  a  safeguard  to  yachts  cruising  on  our  coast.    Tour  correspondent 
deserves  the  thanks  of  the  whole  community  of  yachtsmen  for  his  suggestion, 
as  it  evinces  a  desire  to  benefit  the  Pleasure  Navy;  but  I  verily  believe  be  has 
not  met  with  the  "Pilotage"  or  we  should  find  him  pointing  out  to  ns  the  utility 
of  the  work.    Trusting  we  shall  have  a  continuance  of  bis  exceUent  Article  in 
your  next  number,  I  beg  to  subscribe  myself,  Ax  Old  Salt. 


Thb  Latb  Victoria  Reoatta. 

Ryde,  September  t\et%  1857. 
Mr.  Editor,— Your  correspondent  "Yachtkus"  in  his  remarks  respecting 
the  prize  won  at  Ryde,  must  be  mistaken  when  he  says  ••  Mr.  Weld  winning 
the  prize  was  not  much  relished."  "  Yachtieusw  is  assuredly  labouring  under 
a  delusion  for  no  one  belonging  to  the  R.V.Y.C.  could  for  one  moment  entertain 
such  an  idea.  Every  Yachtsman  should  be  pleased  to  find  success  attending 
the  exertions  of  a  gentleman  at  Mr.  Weld's  advanced  age.  It  cannot  be  for  his 
own  benefit  that  he  designs  and  builds  yachts,  but  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
a  sport  to  which  his  life  seems  to  be  devoted.  That  he  may  long  continue  in 
that  course  is  the  wish  of  every  one  that  knows  him,  and  I  do  for  one  most 
emphatically  deny,  that  the  dub  regretted  his  success.  What  people  uncon- 
nected with  it  thought  and  believed  is  of  no  import  to  the  members. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Trtih. 
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Fubhd  SnxiT. — Agreeable  to  a  polite  invitation  of  the  Harlem  Club, 
your  correspondent  wended  his  watery  way  to  that  ancient  Dutch  village* 
famed  lor  its  anglers,  skaters,  and  aquatics  generally,  as  it  is  for  its  buxom 
dames  and  bonny  lasses.  The  occasion  of  his  sojourn  there,  was  the  third 
annual  regatta  of  the  Model  Yacht  Club,  an  event  of  for  more  importance 
to  the  young  blue  jackets  of  the  vicinage,  than  that  of  the  more  aristocratic 
yachting  of  Hoboken.  Intending  to  be  in  time  on  this  occasion,  I  slept  on 
the  ground — I  was  about  to  say — but  water  would  be  more  genuine,  as  some 
body  has  said,  to  the  matter — and  on  turning  out  bright  and  early,  I  found 
I  had  plenty  of  the  enemy  to  take  an  hour's  pull  up  the  river  and  try  my  luck 
for  a  fish.  It  was  however,  N.  G.,  for  the  Jhu  had,  probably,  taken  a  notion 
to  see  the  race,  and  were  not  to  be  had ;  so  I  had  to  make  my  breakfast, 
and  I  found  the  village  all  a-gog  to  get  afloat — everything  that  could  possibly 
swim*  was  chartered  for  the  cruise,  from  a  steamer  to  a  wash-tub,  and  if  the 
latter  utensil  could  be  launched,  it  would  have  been  made  to  take  a  turn 
with  or  without  a  tiller.  The  Iolai^  owned  by  Stephen  Roberts,  Esq.,  and 
commanded  by  Captain  Grattan,  was  chartered  for  the  use  of  the  Club  and 
their  invited  guests.  Her  cabin  and  decks  were  decorated  with  the  feminine 
gender,  ehawl'd,  gown*d,  and  crinolined  for  the  occasion  most  extensively, 
and  together,  with  what  our  friend  Benedict  would  call  the  little  responaibi- 
ties,  formed  not  the  least  important  or  interesting  feature  of  the  scene. 
Noon  was  said  to  be  the  hour  for  getting  under  weigh,  but  it  was  nearly 
one  p.  m.,  before  everything  was  arranged  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  to  keep  the  log,  and  see  that  everything  was  fair,  taut,  and  above 
board.  The  last  bell  that  rang,  and  the  smallest  of  the  very  small  craft 
was  cast  loose,  when  Iolas  dropped  down  to  Ward's  Island,  and  there 
found  the  yachts  which  had  been  entered  for  the  race  drawn  up  in  their 
respective  positions.  The  wind  was  at  this  time  rather  light  from  W.S.W., 
hardly  to  be  called  a  topsail  breeze,  and  the  Electric  Spark  had  won  the 
position  nearest  the  dock,  considered  the  most  favourable  to  fill  and  get 
away  with.  The  squadron  were  placed  in  the  following  order,  each  having 
a  berth  of  about  thirty  feet. 


Yachts'  Names. 


Electric  Spark 

Samuel  T.  Webster. 


David  Kirby 

Bob  Fish 

Bed  House  Belle.. 

Marianne  ..« 

Silence.* 


Owners. 


ft.  in. 

28  0 

28  0 

28  4 

28  0 

23  0 

26  4 

28  0     J.  B.  Ebling 


D.  D.  Kirby 
J.  B.  Ebling 

!  Thomas  Graham 
Charles  Churnock 
William  Leaman 
William  Bell 
Jacob  Yarian  and  Brother 
N.  Gibson 
H.  P.  McGown 
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Allowance  of  time,  two  minutes  to  the  foot,  extreme  length. 

The  judges  bad  previously  issued  the  following  as  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  regulation  of  the  competitors. 

The  sailing  ground  for  prizes  shall  be  from  anchorage  off  Red  House  dock, 
foot  of  106th  street,  in  Harlem  river,  thence  to  and  through  Big  Hurl  Gate, 
thence  around  the  buoy  off  College  Point,  thence  around  a  stake- boat 
anchored  off  Classon's  Point,  thence  around  the  buoy  offThrog's  Neck, 
thence  back,  turning  the  stake-boat  off  Classon's  Point,  thence  around  the 
buoy  off  College  Point,  thence  through  the  Big  Hurl  Gate,  up  Harlem  river 
to  anchorage  at  Harlem  Bridge. 

All  yachts  keeping  to  the  westward  of  Biker's  Island  both  ways,  subject, 
however,  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Committee  of  Judges. 

The  yachts  are  to  anchor  across  Harlem  river,  No.  1  taking  the  westward 
position  on  the  New  York  side,  and  the  others  as  they  are  numbered  in 
regular  order  to  the  eastward  on  Ward's  Island  side. 

At  lh  39m.  p.  m.,  the  flag  of  the  Commodore  was  seen  to  dip  its  wing  like 
a  dcuk  wanting  to  dive— or*  to  dine — and  in  the  twinkling  of  a  marling-spike 
up  came  the  kedge,  and  a  pull  at  the  jib-halyard  with  a  roaring  cheer  from 
all  hands,  young  and  old,  and  the  whole  covey  of  sea-gulls  or  Mother  Carey's 
Chickens,  swooped  off,  the  Spark  in  the  van,  followed  close  by  the  Kir  by  >  the 
Marianns.  the  Fish,  the  Webster  and  the  Belle  bringing  up  the  rear,  but 
doing  her  best  to  get  a  foremost  station.  The  Silence  owned  by  the  Com- 
modore, was  not  only  unlucky  in  winning  the  worst  station,  but  had  to  run 
the  gauntlet  of  three  or  four  land- lubbers  who  had  got  afloat,  and  did  not 
know  enough  to  keep  out  of  the  way.  All  the  others  got  through  'the  Gate,' 
and  as  we  steamed  into  the  Sound  the  wind  freshened  enongh  to  give  them 
good  headway,  and  they  sped  on  to  College  Point,  which  they  turned  in  the 
following  order — Judges'  time : — 

Turning  College  Point. 

h.  m.  s. 
Electric  Spark.  2  as  40 
David  Kirby...  2  23  0 
Marianne 2  25  38 

The  view  upon  the  river,  or,  as  Monsieur  Crapeau  calls  it,  the  coup  (Tail, 
was  worth  seeing,  for  we  had  an  infinitely  greater  variety  attendant  craft, 

,  "To  share  our  triumph  and  partake  the  gale," 

of  public  favour,  than  the  regatta  of  last  week  could  boast  of.  However 
comparisons  are  as  odious  as  a  tar-bucket ;  no  Til  have  none  of  'em,  being 
only  desirous  of  impressing  it  on  the  minds  of  your  readers,  that  if  your 
"  winged  coursers"  could  draw  forth  such  a  brilliant  assemblage,  our  East 
Biver  pony  racers  possess  some  magnetizing  influences  around  the  beautiful 
shores  which  encircle  the  Sound.  However  whilst  I  am  jotting  the  items 
down,  the  boats  are  nearing  Classon's  Point,  and  the  wind  evidently  inclined 
to  give  them  a  little  taste  of  its  quality  by  way  of  a  freshener,  but  not  so 
much  of  it  as  to  give  any  one  of  them  a  decided  advantage  beyond  what  was 
made  at  the  start.  You  will  note  that  the  time  varies  but  little,  showing 
very  close  sailing. 


h.  m.    s. 

Bob  Fish 2  26    0 

S.  T.  Webster...  2  27  35 


h.  m.  a. 
Red  House  BelL.  2  29  35. 
Silence 2  33  40. 
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CUumm'i  Point  Stake  Boat 

h.  m.  B. 

Bob  Fish  ~ 2  29  30 

S.  T.  Webster. .  2  81  40 


D.     111.     8. 

Red  House  Bell  2  34  40 
Silence  M 2  38    5 


h.  m.  ■• 
Electric  8park..  2  25  55 
David  Kirby  ...  2  26  30 
Marianne 2  29  20 

We  then  ran  down  to  the  eastward  to  Throg's  Neck,  and  as  the  Iolas 
carried  the  judges  and  the  ladies — the  former  being  compelled,  and  the  latter 
anxioas,  of  coarse,  to  see  the  flotilla  round  the  Neck, — the  steam  had  to  be 
pat  on,  in  order  to  reach  the  station  in  time.  The  swell  thus  raised  was 
somewhat  prejudicial  to  the  rearmost  yachts,  the  Webster  and  Silence  pro- 
bably suffering  some — if  not  more  than  their  rivals  in  the  race.  The  former 
craft  also  mat  her  jib-stays,  which  cost  her  a  few  minute*  to  replace.  They 
rounded  the  buoy  as  follows  :-— 

Tkrog'*  Neck  Point. 


Electric  Spark. 
David  Kirby... 


h.  m.  s'. 

2  50  45 

.,  2  51  40 


h.  m.  8. 

Bob  Fish 2  53  50 

Marianne .,  2  54  30 


h.  m.  a» 
S  T.  Webster...  2  57  25 
Silence 8  5    50 


The  wind  now  fairly  got  his  pluck  up,  and  came  out  with  what  we  call  a 

epanker,  and  the  little  'una  bounded  over  the  white  caps,  on  the  homeward 

stretch,  so  as  to  keep  the  lads  on  the  look  out  and  the  ballast  trim  over  to 

windward,  or  some  of-them  might  have  gone  overboard.     One  of  the  Spark's 

crew  did,  indeed,  get  a  ducking,  but  the  mishap  did  not  make  ber  lose  her 

place  in  the  race.     Several  large  schooners  got  in  the  way  on  the  return,  and 

very  unkindly  also  got  to  windward.     At  this  juncture  it  was  decided  not  to 

take  the  time  at  the  fourth  station,  but  for  the  Iolas  to  run  to  the  final  goal 

at  Harlem  Bridge,  so  as  to  be  ahead  of  even  the  swiftest  of  the  fleet.     This 

was  a  wise  resolve,  as  the  Captain  and  the  judges  had  but  a  few  minutes  to 

spare  ere  the  Spark  came  flying  on,  amid  the  loudest  kind  of  cheers,  from 

the  largest  kind  of  a  crowd  that  thronged  the  bridge,  the  shore,  and  the 

waters. 

Arriving  at  Harlem  Bridge. 

h.  m.  s. 
Electric  Spark..  4  19  55 
David  Kirby  ...  4  20  15 
Bob  Fish 4  25  55 

It  was  a  capital  race,  and  everybody  said  so,  and  everybody  congratulated 
every  bod),  even  your  frieod  the  Commodore,  who  did  not  win,  was  congra- 
tulated, not  for  his  silence,  but  for  the  capital  arrangements  he  had  made 
and  which  by  the  aid  of  his  coadjutors,  had  been  so  admirably  carried  out. 
As  for  Capt.  Grattan,  be  was  fairly  overwhelmed  with  congratulations,  and 
he  deserved  them,  too ;  for,  every  inch  a  sailor,  he  had  been  unremitting  ia 
his  care  for  the  comfort  and  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  ladies.  And 
now,  having  landed  them  and  their  little  ones  safe,  and  with  fresh  appetites, 
all  hands  were  piped  to  the  Club  House,  to  splice  the  main  brace,  and  write 
up  the  log  of  the  cruise.  The  latter  was  the  duty  of  the  Judges,  Meters. 
Jas.  B.  Devoe,  George  Lynch,  and  George  C.  Newman  These  gentlemen, 
having  no  protests  before  them,  were  not  a  great  while  in  consolation,  and 
made  the  following  report : 


h.  m.  a> 

Marianne. 4  27  18 

Bed  House  BeH  4  87  52 


h.  m.  a« 
S.  T.  Webster...  4  40  31 
Silence 4  49    3 
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Time  of  Face, 

Time  added  for  dlf- 
fereoM  of  L*fefth. 


Yaohta?  Names. 


Electric  Spark  ... 

David  Kirby 

Marianne 

Bob  Fish , 

Bed  House  Belle 

Silence. 

&  T.  Walker 


b.   m.    •. 


m. 

3  0  55 

14 

3  1  15 

16 

8  8  13 

12 

8  6  55 

16 

3  18  53 

6 

3  80  3 

— 

3  21  31 

15 

a. 

10 
5 

10 
0 

15 

50 


Time. 


h,  m.  s. 

8  15  5 

3  17  20 

3  20  23 

3  22  55 

3  25  8 

3  30  3 

8  37  21 


Giving  theieby,  rather  curiously,  the  three  prizes  to  the  three  boats  which 
first  got  away  from  the  starting  point.  Indeed,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
Fish  and  the  Marianne  are  the  only  boats  which  changed  positions  during 
the  race. 

The  next  duty  was  the  award  of  the  prises,  and  that  pleasureable  task 
devolved  upon  Mr.  James  B.  Devoe.  I  believe  he  is  known  to  the  "  Spirit,** 
and  therefore  I  need  not  dilate  on  the  eloquence  be  displayed  in  his  allusions 
to  yachting,  as  next  to  racing  and  trotting,  to  be  esteemed  and  cultivated  as 
the  most  exhtlirating,  most  exciting,  and  above  all,  dearest  to  New  Yorkers, 
as  giving  to  its  cultivators  and  patrons,  the  dominions  of  Old  Neptune.  I 
refrain  from  entering  more  at  large  on  what  was  said,  and  give  your  waders 
what  was  done  on  the  presentation  of  the  prizes  to  the  winners. 

The  owners  of  the  Spark,  the  David  Kirby,  and  the  Marianne  took  the 
three  prizes,  consisting  of  three  gold  medals,  valued  variously  at  50,  30,  and 
20  dollars  each,  and  inscribed  as  follows : — "Prize  of  the  Harlem  Model 
Yacht  Club,  Third  Annual  Regatta  tahen  by  the  — ,  June  151a,  1857. 

On  the  reverse  was  a  beautiful  cut  of  a  clipper,  the  whole  designed*  and 
got  up  by  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Saxton. 

The  Spark  is  owned  by  D.  D.  Kirby,  was  sailed  by  him,  and  built  by  D. 
Kirby,  junr.,  who  also  built  the  other  three  winning  boats.  Thia  ia  the 
fourth  prize  she  has  taken. 

The  Kirby  was  owned  by  three  gentlemen,  and  sailed  by  her  builder,  Mr* 
David  Kirby,  junr.    This  is  the  second  time  she  has  taken  a  prize. 

The  Marianne,  which  took  third  prize,  has  been  but  recently  launched 
for  Mr.  H.  P.  McGowan,  her  owner,  formerly  Commodore.  She  was  only 
fitted  up  on  the  Saturday  previous. 

I  believe  I  have  spun  out  my  yarn  to  its  utmost  length,  and  although  I 
have  on  my  log  a  few  more  leaves  which  might  be  added,  yet  as  I  know  your 
apace  will  be  required  also  for  the  fashionable  course,  as  well  as  for  the 
briny  spray,  I  shall  haul  off. 

Down  in  this  latitude,  if  you  can  venture  so  tar,  you  will  find  some  of  the 

old  set  at  the  landing.    The  house  has  just  opened,  and  the  country  looks 

in  its  gala  dress.    Next  week  I  shall  have  something  to  say  of  topics  ashore 

as  well  as  afloat.    Your  friend  Captain  Cuttle  is  around,  and  beginning  to 

pick  up  again.    The  salt  water  is  good  for  the  Captain's  constitution. 
From  Spirit  of  the  Times,  N.  Y.  Tom  Taffbail. 
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Thb  members  of  thii  Club  determined  to  hare  one  more  match  'ere  the 
closed,  so  a  sweepstakes  of  one  sovereign  each  was  got  up,  between  the  Emily, 
Commodore  Hewett;  Undine,  Mr.  8earle;  Valentine,  Mr.  Fradgley;  and  Julia, 
entered  by  Mr.  Pybus.  In  addition  to  the  sweepstakes,  Mr.  Burton,  optician, 
presented  the  committee  with  an  excellent  telescope,  this  being  the  second  lie 
has  given  within  a  few  months.  Such  liberality  from  one  member  deserves  to 
be  recorded.  The  muster  of  yachts  took  place  at  Erith,  Sept  28th,  to  sail  to 
the  Oven  Buoy  and  back,  they  started  about  12h.  15m.,  the  Valentine  leading, 
the  Julia  close  up,  but  the  Emily,  which  was  last,  shot  ahead  and  rounded  the 
Buoy  first.  On  the  return  she  kept  the  lead  until  nearing  Greenhithe  when 
the  Julia  passed  her  and  came  in  the  winner  10m.  ahead.  The  stakes  were 
-spent  in  champagne  at  a  dinner  which  joyously  closed  the  day. 

The  closing  trip  was  well  attended  on  the  19th  ult.,  and  the  dinner  at  the 
Crown,  Erith,  gave  great  satisfaction. 
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YACHTING  ON  THE  THAMES.* 

The  next  match  we  have  to  notice  was  par  excellence  the  match  of 
the  season,  namely  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  schooner  match, 
which  came  off  on  June  19th,  from  Qravesend  to  the  Mouse  light- 
ship and  back  to  Greenhithe,  for  two  excellent  prizes ;  viz.  a  claret 
jug,  value  100/.  for  schooners  over  75  tons,  and  a  tureen,  value  50t 
for  schooners  under  75  tons.  In  the  first  class  only  two  started,  the 
Zouave,  90  tons,  Mr.  Arabin,  and  the  Mayfly,  113,  Mr.  Bidder.  In 
the  second  class,  the  Aquiline,  64  tons,  Mr.  Cardinal,  Wildfire,  60 
tons,  Mr.  Turner,  and  Vestal,  74  tons,  Mr.  Marshall,  contended. 

The  Pet,  160  tons,  Mr.  Tooth,  entered  for  the  first  class,  but  it 
was  said  she  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  be  measured  :  there  we  have 
another  reason  why  all  yacht  clubs  should  adopt  the  same  law  of 
measurement,  as  in  that  case,  the  production  of  the  register  of  ton- 
nage, from  an  acknowledged  club,  would  have  been  sufficient;  and 
the  Pet  could  have  started  with  the  others. 

Of  the  craft  we  shall  merely  remark,  that  the  Zouave  was  launched 
from  Inman's  at  Lymington  a  short  time  before  this  match,  she  is  a 
very  fine  large  roomy  vessel,  with  plenty  of  accommodation.  Since 
this  match  her  spirited  owner  has  entered  her  in  several  others. 

•  Continued  from  p.  426. 
no.  1 1 . — vol.  vi.  3  r 
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The  Vestal  was  built  by  Inman  in  1854,  and  is  a  long,  narrow, 
and  shallow  vessel :  she  has  been  altered  since  last  season,  and  seems 
much  improved.  On  this  occasion  she  was  painted  all  white,  and 
presented  a  very  peculiar  appearance,  and  when  running  before  the 
wind,  with  her  immense  balloon  sails  set,  looked  very  pretty. 

The  other  vessels  have  been  so  often  described  in  this  journal,  and 
no  particular  alteration  in  their  appearance,  we  shall  proceed  with 
the  races. 

The  fleet  was  moored  in  two  lines  below  Gravesend ;  the  first  class 
lowest  down.  As  a  strong  east  wind  was  blowing,  with  rather  a 
heavy  sea  on,  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  good  match,  which  as 
will  be  seen,  by  the  result,  was  really  the  case,  this  having  been  the 
best  contested  schooner  match  on  the  Thames.  The  Wildfire  was 
the  favorite  at  starting.  They  all  got  away  at  12h.  33m.  35s.,  the 
Vestal  leading  and  the  Wildfire  last.  In  the  Lower  Hope  the  five 
vessels  were  very  close,  flying  along  at  a  tremendous  pace,  and  as  the 
sun  was  shining  brightly,  formed  a  very  pretty  picture.  Among  the 
numerous  vessels  accompanying  the  match,  the  old  Mosquito  was 
the  most  prominent,  and  she  seemed  to  keep  up  easily  with  the  racing 
yachts,  although  she  had  two  reefs  .down,  and  a  boat  astern.  They 
rounded  the  Mouse  light  in  the  following  order : — Wildfire  4m. 
ahead  of  Vestal,  14m.  30s.  ahead  of  Zouave,  and  18m.  ahead  of 
Aquiline ;  the  Mayfly  nowhere. 

The  match  now  became  very  exciting  as  the  Vestal  was  known  to 
be  the  fastest  before  the  wind,  but  Wildfire  had  a  good  start,  and 
had  to  receive  three  minutes  and  a  half  time  for  tonnage  from  Vestal. 
Topmasts  were  now  sent  up  and  balloon  sails  hoisted,  the  Vestal 
having  a  magnificent  balloon  jib,  the  effect  of  which  was  immediately 
perceived,  and  some  very  good  sailing  now  took  place,  in  the  efforts 
of  Vestal  to  pass  Wildfire,  and  of  the  latter  to  prevent  her.  They 
kept  side  by  side  until  they  reached  the  Lower  Hope,  when  the 
Vestal  took  the  lead  and  kept  it,  arriving  at  the  flag-buoy  off  Green- 
hithe  ahead  of  Wildfire  4m.  20s.,  of  Zouave  8m.  45s*,  and  of  Aqui- 
line 27  m  55s. 

Now  came,  not  the  least  arduous  task  of  the  day,  namely  . 
award  of  the  prizes, — Vestal  was  undoubtedly  winner  of  the  fi 
prize,  as  the  rule  of  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  is  that  a  second  cL 
vessel  coming  in  ahead  of  all  the  first  class  ones,  takes  the  first  cl' 
prize ;  but  the  great  bone  of  contention  was,  whether  the  Wildfire 
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Zouave  should  take  the  second  class  prize,  and  it  was  finally  awarded 
to  Zouave,  although  in  our  humble  opinion  we  think  that  Wildfire 
ought  to  have  taken  it;  but  we  will  not  open  the  question  again,  as 
it  has  already  been  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion. 

The  vessels  were  all  remarkably  well  handled,  and  we  think  that 
the  Wildfire,  if  fitted  with  a  better  suit  of  balloon  sails,  would  have 
been  the  winner. 

We  must  now  proceed  to  notice  the  third  class  match  of  the  Royal 
London  Yacht  Club,  which  event  came  off  on  the  2nd  July,  from 
Erith  to  Goal  House  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich  for  three  prizes, 
namely,  a  claret  jug,  value  £20,  for  the  first  boat,  £10  for  the  se- 
cond, and  £5  for  the  third :  time  allowed  was  one  minute  per  ton. 
The  following  entered — Little  Mosquito,  8  tons,  Mr.  Buhner,  Julia, 
8  tons,  Mr.  P.  Turner,  Invicta,  7  tons,  Mr.  Tuckwell,  Blue  Belle, 
6  tons,  Mr.  Ridgway,  Violet,  9  tons,  Mr.  Kirby,  and  Undine,  9 
tons,  Mr.  Searle. 

We  have  already  described  Little  Mosquito  and  Julia  in  our  re- 
view of  P.W.Y.O.  match  of  May  19th. 

The  Invicta  is  an  iron  boat,  built  by  her  owner  at  Greenwich  last 
year,  and  this  is  the  first  match  she  has  contested  on  the  Thames,  as 
our  readers  will  remember  she  was  disqualified  (though  entered)  for 
the  Prince  Wales  Challenge  cup  last  year. 

The  Blue  Belle  did  not  look  at  all  like  a  racer,  as  she  has  small 
sails,  and  is  an  old  boat. 

The  Violet  is  well  known  to  fame,  and  the  harder  it  blows  the 
better  she  likes  it ;  but  unfortunately  for  her,  the  wind  on  this  occa- 
sion was  very  light. 

The  Undine  is  a  new  boat,  built  by  Searle  of  Chelsea,  from  the 
design,  we  believe,  of  Mr.  Ash  of  Blackwall,  is  of  groat  length  and 
narrow  beam,  drawing  7  feet  water,  is  of  peculiar  rig,  having  a 
lofty  mast  with  an  immense  sliding  gunter  topmast,  and  a  very  long 
boom.  When  her  topmast  is  hoisted  to  its  full  height,  she  presents 
a  very  extraordinary  appearance,  her  mainsail  and  topsail  (so  to 
speak)  being  one  sail.  On  this  occasion  she  seemed  very  crank, 
heeling  over  in  a  light  wind  in  rather  a  dangerous  manner. 

The  start  was  effected  at  i  lh.  38m.  with  a  light  N.N.E.  wind, 
and  a  gloomy  sky :  Julia  was  first  away,  altho'  Little  Mosquito 
first  hoisted  the  muslin.  The  sweet  Violet  attended  by  Undine 
outpaced  the  former,  and  now  a  sharpish  match  between  the  four 
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which  ended  in  the  pretty  Julia  and  saucy  Mosquito  showing  their 
sterns  to  the  whole  fleet,  and  they  bowled  along,  but  not  without 
meeting  with  many  changes,  —Undine  once  took  the  lead  during  the 
race  but  could  not  keep  it :  the  Goal  House  Point  was  reached  and 
the  Little  Mosquito  was  rounded  ahead  of  Julia,  40s.,  of  Violet  55s., 
Undine  lm.  25s.,  of  Invicta  7m.  50s  ,  and  of  Blue  Belle  10m,  50s, 

The  tide  was  still  ebbing,  and  continued  to  do  so  till  the  vessels 
reached  Erith,  but  fortunately  it  was  a  fair  wind,  so,  of  course, 
balloon  jibs  and  big  topsails  were  hoisted;  Julia  and  Violet  also  set 
squaresails-  Undine  managed  to  get  ashore,  and  was  towed  off  by 
steamer.  The  wind  was  light  until  they  came  to  Woolwich,  when 
it  freshened,  and  round  to  S.W.  They  arrived  at  the  buoy  off  Green- 
wich Hospital  thus: — Little  Mosquito  first,  beating  the  others  in  the 
following  order  and  times ;  Julia  12m.,  Violet  18m.  40s.,  Blue  Belle 
36m.,  and  Invicta  36m.  25s. 

The  Little'Mosquito  was  fortunate  in  meeting  with  the  weather 
that  just  suited  her,  and  the  Violet  just  as  unfortunate.  The  friends 
of  the  Invicta  were  rather  disgusted  by  the  despised  Blue  Belle  beat- 
ing her,  and,she  does  not  seem  to  be  by  any  means  a  fast  yacht. 

The  next  match  on  record  was  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club 
Challenge  Cup,  value  70/.,  July  17th,  and  caused  considerable  in- 
terest. It  will  be  recollected  by  our  readers  that  this  cup  was  won 
last  year'by*  the  Flirt,  8  tons,  built  expressly  for  this  match  by  her 
gallant  and  lamented  owner,  Mr.  A.  J.  Young,  whose  death  left  a 
gap  in  the  yachting  world,  which  has  not  yet  been  replaced. 

The  entries  for  the  match  this  year  were— Silver  Cloud,  8  tons, 
Mr.  R.  Hewett,  Rifleman,  8  tons,  Mr.  Bennett,  Undine,  8  tons,  Mr. 
Searle,  Little  Mosquito,  8  tons,  Mr.  Bulmer,  and  Valentine,  8  tons, 
Mr.  Fradgley.  The  Undine  was  too  large  according  to  the  old 
measurement,  and  was  withdrawn;  this  also  prevented  the  Julia 
entering ;  and  we  cannot  but  think,  that  as  the  winner  of  last  year's 
match  was  sold  out  of  the  club,  the  new  admeasurement  should  have 
been  adopted  in  this  as  in  the  other  matches. 

The  Rifleman  was  built  last  year,  and  is  very  like  the  Violet  "" 
a  small  scale,  but  is  not  so  fast  in  proportion. 

rihe  course  was  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Head  and  back.  a. 
the  Valentine  being  in  the  best  position  slipped  away  with  the  lea 
but  the  Little  Mosquito  spread  her  wings  and  soon  passed  her,  ar. 
away  she  fled,  pursued  by  the  pack  in  vain,  the  distance  point  * 
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turned  7m.  15s.  ahead  of  second  vessel  the  Cloud,  and  upwards  17m. 
ahead  of  the  others.  The  wind  now  freshened  with  the  flood,  and 
they  prepared  to  beat  back,  a  most  tedious  affair  it  proved,  for  with 
the  exception  of  the  Valentine  passing  Rifleman  there  was  no  change; 
suffice  to  say  the  Mosquito  added  several  minutes  more  to  the  before 
mentioned  times.  The  Little  Mosquito  thus  became  the  holder  of 
the  cup  until  next  season. 

We  now  come  to  the  last  club  sailing  match  on  the  Thames  of  the 
season,  for  third  and  fourth  class  cutters  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Thames  Yacht  Club,  this  came  off  on  the  18th  July.  The  third 
did  not  fill,  as  no  vessel  would  enter  against  the  Vampire,  as  was  the 
case  last  year,  so  that  the  sport  was  confined  to  the  fourth  class : — 
two  prizes  were  contended  for,  viz.  30/.  for  the  first,  and  10/.  for  the 
second;  to  the  Chapman  and  back  tcTErith:  half-a- minute  allowed, 
which  we  think  too  little  for  vessels  of  this  size.  The  entries  were 
Silver  Cloud,  8,  and  Emily,  7  tons,  Mr.  Hewett,  Wave,  8  tons,  Mr. 
Farnell,  Quiver,  12  tons,  Mr.  CKamberlayne,  Cormorant,  10  tons, 
Mr.  Talmadge,  Undine,*  Julia,  and  Violet. 

The  Emily  only  launched  a  few  days  before  at  Barking.  She  has 
immense  beam,  and  therefore  we  hope  she  will  improve. 

The  start  took  place  under  a  hot  sun  and  a  light  breeze,  the  Qui- 
ver went  off  with  the  lead  and  kept  it  throughout,  the  interest  there- 
fore passed  to  the  other  vessels,  which  showed  some  very  good  sailing. 
The  Quiver  rounded  at  the  Chapman  2m.  20s.  ahead  of  Violet,  so 
that  considering  the  allowance  the  former  at  this  point  had  nothing 
to  pride  herself  on.  As  the  tide  had  still  two  hours  to  ebb,  and  the 
wind  light,  a  long  and  tedious  beat  back,  with  an  overpowering  sun, 
made  the  return  tedious  and  unenjoyable.  The  Quiver  rounded  the 
buoy  at  Erith,  5m.  30s.  ahead  of  Violet  the  second  boat.  These 
two  received  the  prizes. 

Thus  ended  the  legitimate  (we  say  legitimate,  because  some  mem- 
bers of  the  P.W.T.C  got  up  a  private  match  as  noticed  in  our  last,) 
yachting  season  on  the  Thames,  which  has  been  on  the  whole  a  very 
good  one,  shewing  plenty  of  sport,  which  combined  with  the  splendid 
weather,  tempted  a  large  number  of  the  Londoners,  on  each  occasion, 
to  forsake  their  smoky  homes  for  a  pleasant  trip  on  the  Thames. 

•  Altered  to  cutter  rig. 
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RETIREMENT  OF  JAMES  GOODSON,  ESQ. 

Mr.  Editor. — It  is  unnecessary  to  apologise  for  saying  a  few  words 
upon  this  subject,— •"  as  public  men  are  public  property," — and  besides 
as  I  do  not  inteud  getting  up  the  "  dander"  of  any  man,  I  have  no  fear 
of  "  pistols  for  two".  According  to  the  reports  published  to  the  world, 
the  worthy  Commodore  of  the  Royal  London  is  rather  "  riled"  at  the 
decision  of  the  Sailing  Committee  of  that  Club,  for  putting  a  just  inter- 
pretation on  one  of  the  laws,  which  we  may  presume  the  Commodore 
himself  assisted  in  forming,  or  at  all  events  justified,  by  its  remaining 
on  the  Code  of  the  Club.  The  public  have  no  right  to  judge  why  this 
act  of  the  Sailing  Committee  should  be  made  a  means  of  depriving  the 
Members  of  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Goodson,  but  were  it  any  other 
man,  who  had  not  been  so  useful, — the  public  might  say  it  was  a  pre- 
text for  quitting  office.  That  the  Sailing  Committee  are  honourable 
men  there  cannot  be  the  least  doubt,  and  they  deserve  the  thanks  of 
the  Club  for  their  independence.  Theirs  was  a  very  unthankful  task, 
no  less  than  sitting  in  judgment  upon  their  superior.  By  my  troth  it 
was  a  sort  of  Court-martial,  and  be  it  knowu  to  the  yachting  world, 
they  did  their  duty,  although  each  individual  of  that  Committee  revered 
their  Commodore. 

Mr.  Goodson  has  been  many  years  known  as  a  seal o us  advocate  for 
carrying  out  yachting  in  a  fair  and  honourable  manner,  and  it  is  with 
the  deepest  regret  we  part  with  him.  His  general  urbanity  and  kind- 
liness of  manner  has  raised  the  Royal  London  to  its  present  height  of 
prosperity,  and  his  retirement  will  be  long  felt,  not  only  by  the  members 
of  that  Club,  but  by  yachtsmen  in  general.  He  carries  with  him  the 
best  and  sincerest  wishes  for  his  welfare  of  every  one  who  has  met  him 
either  at  the  festive  board  or  at  the  yachting  stations.  His  exertions  to 
establish  a  permanent  regatta  at  Lowestoft  are  gratefully  remembered  at 
that  place. 

As  the  fiat  has  now  gone  forth  it  will  be  necessary  to  elect  a  gentle- 
man to  fill  that  honourable  post,  whose  postion  in  society  is  of  that  high 
character,— -that  the  members,  many  of  whom  are  eminent  men,  may 
still  support  the  Club,  and  respect  its  leader.  That  he  be  a  thorough 
yachtsman  is  a  sine  qua  non  not  to  be  overlooked.  Many  men  ait 
doubt,  anxious  to  take  office,  but  the  Commodore  of  the  Royal  Lon 
must  rank  as  A.  I.,  in  station,  wealth  and  yachting  knowledge. 

Pendant. 
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The  monthly  meeting  in  October.  wa9  fully  attended,  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  Special  Committee  which  had  been  appointed  10  wait  on  Jas. 
Goodaon,  Esq.,  relative  to  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Commodore.  Mr. 
Eagles  the  Treasurer  occupied  the  chair. 

The  special  committee  presented  their  Report,  which  the  Secretary  read 
as  follows  . — 

41  Oct.  19th,  1857. — Report  of  the  special  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
monthly  meeting.-* Your  committee  beg  to  report  that  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  views  of  the  club,  they  held  a  meeting  on  the  5th  instant, 
with  the  view  of  considering  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken  with  reference  to 
the  Commodore's  letter  of  resignation,  and  it  was  determined  that  a  deputa- 
tion of  the  committee  should  wait  on  that  gentleman  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining if  any  thing  could  be  done  by  the  club  to  induce  him  to  resume 
office;  and  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  communicate  with  him  to  obtain 
an  interview,  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  at  Mr.  Tress's  Chambers, 
when  everything  that  occurred  to  the  committee  was  urged  on  the  Commo- 
dore with  the  view  of  inducing  him,  if  possible,  to  resume  office;  but  the 
Commodore  stated  that  nothing  whatever  would  Induce  him  to  do  so,  and 
that  his  previously  expressed  determination  roust  be  considered  final.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  committee  further  reluctantly  report  that  having 
taken  into  consideration  their  various  circumstances  relative  to  the  resigna- 
tion, they  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  must  be  accepted;  at  the  same  time 
the  committee  cannot  fail  to  recognise  the  great  services  Mr.  Goodsou  has 
afforded  to  the  club,  and  they  did  not  come  to  the  foregoing  conclusion  with- 
out sincere  regret.  In  conclusion  your  committee  recommend  that  the  club 
take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  election  of  a  Commodore."  The  report  was 
unanimously  received  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Tress  said,— I  deeply  regret  the  necessity  for  laying  before  you  the 
report  just  read,  and  I  am  sure  that  you  have  not  accepted  it  without  the 
greatest  reluctance.  We  must  all  admit,  that  in  parting  with  Mr.  Goodaon, 
we  have  lost  a  most  valuable  officer;  a  gentleman  just  fitted  for  the  post  he 
occupied,  and  who  has  made  the  club  what  it  is.  Some  of  you,  I  have  no 
doubt,  cau  remember  the  time,  although  far  distant,  when  Mr.  Goodson  first 
came  among  us.  We  were  then  without  a  leader,  and  having  asked  aid  of 
Mr.  Goodaon  he  gave  it,  and  became  our  Commodore ;  and  I  trust  that  you 
will  not  forget  what  is  due  to  him  for  his  past  services.  What  I  have  espe- 
cially to  lay  before  you  is  the  following  proposition  : — 

"  That  this  club,  in  accepting  the  resignation  of  their  late  Commodore, 
James  Goodson,  Esq.,  do  so  with  the  deepest  regret ;  and  in  recognition  of 
the  great  services  that  gentleman  has  for  so  many  years  afforded  to  the  club, 
desire  to  record  this  feeling  by  a  special  vote  of  thanks  to  him." 

This  proposition  was  received  with  loud  cheers,  and  Mr.  Oriel  briefly  se- 
conded it. 


476  HUNT'6  yachting  magazine. 

Mr.  Tress  then  said— When  Mr.  Goodson  came  amongst  us  we  were  in 
our  infancy.  He  has  since  that  time  use<i  his  utmost  efforts  to  enhance  our 
prosperity,  and  the  result  is  evident.  Our  lists  gradually  filled  with  mem- 
bers, till  at  length  we  number  500,  and  we  are  strong  enough  to  weather  any 
storm  (hear).  He  hat  now  left  the  ship,  and  we  are  at  anchor.  While  Com- 
modore, I  repeat,  no  one  could  have  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  more 
assiduously  than  he  did ;  and  I  trust  that  you  will  not  be  wanting  in  your 
acknowledgment  of  his  services,  and  will  accord  to  him  a  vote  of  thanks  in  a 
cordial  manner.     (Loud  cheering.) 

Mr.  Hopwood  eulogised  the  conduct  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  which  he 
considered  was  upright  and  honourable.  The  decision- they  had  come  to  in 
the  Grimsby  affair  was  in  strict  conformity  with  the  R.L.Y.C.  rule  relative 
thereto. 

Several  other  gentlemen  havipg  expressed  similar  opinions  the  Chairman 
put  Mr.  Tress's  proposition  to  the  vote,— it  was  carried  by  a  majorty  of  30 
to  3. 

Mr.  Lott  proposed,  and  Mr.  Skeene  seconded,  "  That  a  vote  of  thanks 
should  be  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  to  the  late  Commodore." — Carried.' 

Mr.  Lott  then  proposed  and  Mr.  Olivier  seconded — "  That  the  special 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  late  resignation  should  remain  in  office 
in  order  that  they  might  select  a  fitting  person  to  fill  the  vacant  post  of  Com- 
modore."— Agreed  to,  and  the  flag  officers,  and  Messrs.  Geach  and  Stan- 
bridge  were  added  to  the  committee,  which  now  consists  of  the  following 
gentlemen: — The  Vice  and  Rear  Commodores,  Capt.  Roberton,  Messrs.  A. 
and  E.  Crossley,  Appleton,  Eagle,  Keene,  Powell,  Ruhl,  Skeene,  Tulke,  S. 
and  C.  Oriel,  Tress,  Geach,  and  Stanbridge. 

Mr.  Eagles  said — He  had  another  subject  to  bring  before  them,  that  of  ap- 
pointing another  Trustee,  as  the  late  Commodore  was  desirous  they  should 
do  so.  The  rands  were  invested  in  Three  per  Cents,  in  the  names  of  that 
gentleman  and  himself. 

After  some  discussion  the  appointment  was  postponed  until  a  new  Com- 
modore was  elected,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  same  to 
Mr.  Goodson. 

Mr.  Brandon  was  anxious  for  the  special  committee  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  sailing  regulation  which  had  caused  the  resignation  of  the  Com- 
modore ;  but  Mr.  Farmer  informed  him  that  no  alteration  could  take  place 
till  March,  and  that  the  Sailing  Committee  alone  had  the  power  to  alter  the 
regulation.    The  subject  stands  over  for  the  present. 

Several  gentlemen  were  elected  members. 
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There  is  often  something  in  the  name  of  a  place  which  draws  attention, 
whether  it  be  the  enphoniousness  of  it  or  the  reverse.     I  suppose,  there- 
fore, the  islands,  of  Egg,  Rom,  Mack,  and  Cana  have  not  escaped  ob- 
servation ;  indeed,  I  believe  they  are  among  the  first  places  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  schoolboy  when  studying  the  geography  of  Scotland- 
It  may  be  asked,  then,  what  sort  of  islands  are  they?     In  reply,  I  may 
mention,  firstly,  that  they  constitute  what  is  called  the  Parish  of  Small 
Isles;  and,  secondly,  that  they  contain  a  population  of  between  eight  and 
nine*  hundred  inhabitants.     Of  the  four,  Egg,  although  not  the  largest, 
may  be  regarded  as  the  chief,  being  the  most  populous  and  the  seat  of 
the  church  and  schoolhouse.     The  name  is  supposed  to  be  derived,  from 
the  Gaelic  word  Ec,  signifying  a  hollow,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
island,  intersected  as  it  is  by  a  glen,  at  one  side  of  which  rises  Scur 
Eigg,  a  very  remarkable  hill,  attaining  a  considerable  height,  and  form- 
ing a  most  picturesque  and  grand  object  looking  from  the  bay. 

Rum,  though  less  populous  than  either  Egg  or  Cana,  is  the  largest  of 
the  group,  being  twenty  miles  in  circumference,  its  name  signifying,  in 
Gaelic,  roominess  or  capacity.  The  hills  of  Rum  are  very  lofty,  and 
bear  a  most  striking  resemblance  to  the  outline  of  Arran,  north  of  Bro- 
dick Bay.  In  the  year  1764  this  island  had  a  population  of  304, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  clergyman  at  that  period;  but  in  1851, 
when  the  last  census  was  taken,  the  inhabitants  only  numbered  162. — so 
much  for  Highland  depopulation. 

Muck  or  Monk  Island  is  small,  and  fiat,  containing  scarcely  any  in- 
habitapts.  Its  name  is  derived  from  having  been  formerly  church  lands 
attached  to  the  monastery  of  Iona. 

Cana,  the  last  of  the  four,  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  having  a  small, 
but  well  sheltered  harbour,  comraodioudy  situated  for  vessels  bound 

*  Concluded  from  page  432. 

f  Comparative  population  of  several  of  the  Western  Islands,  mentioned  in 
this  journal,  in  1764  and  1851— the  former  date  being  taken  from  Walker's 
Economical  History  of  the  Hebrides,  voL  i.,  p.  22;  and  the  latter  from  the  cen- 
sus of  1851  :— 


1764.  1851, 

Gigha 452  540 

Islay    7000  12,384 

Jura    M  630  1064 

Easdale  446  571 

Karera    150  164 

Lismore 1125  1250 

Moll    5316  7485 

Icolmkill 200  604 


1764.  1851. 

Coll 1200  1109 

Tiree  1681  3709 

Skye  .; 14,724  21,528 

Egg 457  461 

Rum  304  162 

Cana  263  240 

Bassay  400  540 

Rona  ,. ,  36  165 
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either  north  or  south,  and  consequently  much  frequented.     The  port  is 
situated  between  Sandy  island  and  Cana. 

Egg  is  occasionally  visited  by  tourists  on  account  of  the  cave  where 
the  M'Donalds  were  so  savagely  put  to  death  by  the  M*Leods,  when 
between  four  and  five  hundred,  indeed  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the 
island,  were  barbarously  murdered  by  kindling  fires  at  the  entrance  of 
the  cavern,  the  M'Donalds  having  taken  refuge  there  to  escape  the  pursuit 
of  their  enemies.  Some  of  the  bones  of  the  dead  still  rest  on  the  cold 
earth,  among  the  loose  stones,  although  the  greater  portion  of  them 
have  been  buried  of  late  years  by  the  proprietor  of  the  island. 

At  the  further  end  of  the  cave  we  were  surprised  to  find  several  calling- 
cards  left  for  the  gallant  proprietor  by  some  friends,  who  had  either 
supposed  this  to  be  his  place  of  residence  when  he  visited  the  island,  or 
wished  to  make  known  to  future  visitors  the  fact  of  their  having  pene- 
trated to  the  extremity  of  the  cavern. 

A  thick  mist  had  by  this  time  settled  down  on  the  water,  so  that  we 
were  doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  sailing;  but  the  darkness  having  cleared 
away  a  little  by  mid-day,  we  ventured  to  leave  the  bay.  It  was  not 
long,  however,  before  all  trace  of  land  disappeared,  so  that  the  chart 
and  compass  became  our  only  guides.  We  made  our  point  notwith- 
standing pretty  accurately,  and  came  to  anchor  in  Loch  Slappin,  island 
of  Skye,  which  we  found  very  good  ground,  and  having  the  additional 
advantage  of  being  within  three  miles  distance  from  the  Spar  Cave  of 
Starthaird.  Our  party  of  course  landed  and  examined  this  celebrated 
spot,  which  with  all  its  recommendations,  is  by  no  means  the  most  agree- 
able or  pleasant  feat  to  perform,  in  consequence  of  the  great  stream  of 
water  constantly  running  down  the  rocks  within  it:  still,  the  wonderful 
extent  of  the  interior,  and  the  beauty  of  the  stalactites— discolured  I 
must  say,  by  the  smoke  of  the  torches  and  candles  used  by  visitors— • 
amply  repays  the  trouble,  although,  perhaps,  few  would  be  inclined  to 
repeat  the  visit. 

It  was  midnight  before  we  turned  in,  but,  notwithstanding  all  were* 
astir  by  six  o'clock  next  morning,  and  sailing  down  the  Loch  (if  lying 
without  a  breath  of  wind  on  a  calm  sea  could  be  so  styled.)     By  the 
time  we  had  drifted  down  to  the  point  of  Slate,  a  breeze  sprung  up,  and 
we  stood  northwards  through  the  Sound  of  Skye,  amidst  as  magnifice 
scenery  as  the  Highlands  afford,  and  the  tide  favouring  us  at  Kyle  R* 
which  at  the  narrows  is  indispensable,  we  reached  the  bend  of  the  soun ' 
opposite  the  mouth   of  Loch  Duich,  where  we  came  to  anchor  in 
small  bay  at  the  Cailach  Stone.     While  passing  through  the  tideway  ii 
the  Sound,  near  the  ferry,  the  seethe  were  very  plentiful,  so  that  i 
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caught  a  great  number  with  the  white  feathered  hook.  They  were  bo 
numerous  at  times  that  the  water  under  our  stern  was  quite  blackened 
by  the  shoal,  and  the  hook  was  scarcely  in  the  water  before  a  fish  war 
taken. 

Next  day  being  Sunday,  we  remained  at  Keilaken,  a  hamlet  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Sound,  where  attempts  have  been  made  by  Lord  M'Do- 
nald  to  form  a  harbour  of  refuge,  with  spacious  quays.  The  undertaking 
however,  hitherto,  appears  not  to  have  succeeded,  although  the  situation 
has  its  advantages,  and  will  be  further  improved  by  and  bye,  when  the 
lighthouse  now  building  on  the  point  opposite  is  finished.  Near  this 
is  an  old  ruined  castle,  abutting  on  the  sea,  which  forms  a  most  pictur- 
esque object ;  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  originally  occupied  by  the 
the  Barons  of  Sleat,  and  was  in  all  probability  erected  soon  after  the 
iaies  were  formerly  ceded  to  Scotland  by  the  successors  of  Haco,  after 
the  battle  of  Largs,  in  1263. 

The  following  day  it  blew  pretty  stiff,  so  that  we  required  to  strike  the 
topmast  and  run  for  Portree,  under  reefed  mainsail,  keeping  between 
the  Croulin  Isles  and  Longa,  clear  of  Skerinderick  and  Skerintarson 
rocks,  which  last  are  particularly  dangerous,  drying  at  half-ebb,  and  as 
they  lie  in  a  channel  which  is  much  frequented,  I  am  surprised  they 
have  not  yet  been  marked  by  a  perch  or  beacon  of  some  kind.  Continu- 
ing our  co  urse  between  Scalpa  and  Rasa,  we  opened  out  Portree,  the 
principal  town  in  the  Island  of  Skye,  and  there  cast  anchor. 
-  Before  leaving  the  Clyde  we  had  some  idea  of  making  Stornoway 
the  end  of  our  voyage,  but  in  consequence  of  the  long  coutinued  calm 
weather  we  made  less  progress  than  we  ought  to  have  done;  and  conse- 
quently found  that  the  time  to  which  we  had  limited  ourselves  was 
drawing  towards  a  close;  it  was  therefore  necessary  that  we  should  think 
seriously  of  turning  to  jthe  south.  In  these  circumstances  it  was  agreed 
that  we  should  spend  the  following  day  on  shore,  concluding  our  visit 
to  .Skye  at  this  time  by  an  excursion  to  Loch  Corusk  and  the  Cuhullin 
Mountains.  With  this  view  we  landed,  and  arranged  at  the  hotel  for  a 
car  to  be  ready  the  following  morning  to  convey  us  to  Sligahan  about 
nine  and  half  miles  from  Portree,  that  being  the  usual  starting  poiut 
of  tourists  visiting  Loch  Corusk  by  land.  Our  plans  being  settled  we 
walked  about  Portree  a  little,  and  then  returned  to  the  yacht  for  the 
night.  Next  morning,  at  the  appointed  time,  we  were  in  the  stable 
yard  of  the  hotel,  superintending  the  harnessing  of  the  steed  to  the  con- 
veyance which  was  to  take  us  to  Sligahan.  The  morning  was  beautiful 
and  the  road  unexceptionable,  so  that  ere  we  reached  our.  destination  we 
found  ourselves  in  excellent  spirits,  and  thoroughly  appetised  for  break- 
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fast.  The  inn  at  Sligahan  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  last  winter,  and 
was,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  in  coarse  of  being  rebuilt,  oar  accommoda- 
tion was  not,  therefore,  quite  so  comfortable  as  it  would  have  been. 

At  Sligahan  we  were  provided  with  ponies,  and  a  guide  to  take  us 
to  Loch  Corusk,  the  distance  being  about  seven  miles,  over  as  rough 
a  path  as  I  ever  remember  to  have  encountered.  It  took  us  about  seven 
hours  to  accomplish  the  distanoe  there  and  back,  but  I  believe  it  could 
have  been  done  as  speedily  on  foot,  only  the  heat  was  considerable,  00 
that  we  did  not  regret  taking  the  ponies,  although  our  party  walked 
a  considerable  part  of  the  way.  The  charge  for  the  guide  was  six 
shillings,  and  a  like  sum  for  each  pony.  On  arriving  at  the  shoulder  of 
the  mountain,  we  were  amply  repaid  for  the  toils  of  the  journey  by  the 
magnificent  prospect  which  at  once  broke  upon  us.  All  was  wildness 
and  desolation.  High  towering  around  us  were  the  rugged  peaks  of 
the  Cuhullins,  while  below  was  the  dark  lake  of  Corusk,  still  beautiful 
notwithstanding  that  the  wretched  Government  surveyors  have  painted 
in  large  white  characters  on  all  the  prominent  headlands  the  different 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  commencing  with  the  letter  A  at  the  northern 
end,  and  B.,  C,  D.,  &c,  down  the  west  side,  continuing  the  letters  ail 
round,  so  large  that  they  can  be  easily  distinguished  many  miles  off. 
Surely  there  is  something  absurd  in  this.  I  leave  it,  however,  to  those 
better  acquainted  with  surveying  than  I  pretend  to  be,  if  it  is  necessary 
to  thus  disfigure  the  finest  scenery  in  Scotland.  In  the  same  way  are 
marked  the  headlands  at  Kyle  Rhae  and  at  the  Spar  Cave,  which  is  now 
No.  5,  Loch  Slappin.  I  suppose  the  next  step  will  be  to  paint  Staffa, 
and  the  Cathedral  of  Iona  in  the  same  barbarous  style,  and  then  daub 
the  Royal  Exchange  at  Glasgow,  or  Holyrood  House  and  Arthur's  Seat 
Verily  some  of  these  surveying  chaps  should  get  the  brush  shoved  into 
their  mouths. 

On  our.  return  to  Sligahan  mine  host  received  us  with  a  hearty  wel- 
come, and  furnished  a  very  respectable  dinner,  considering  the  state  of 
confusion  the  house  was  in,  the  walls  not  being  yet  entirely  plastered. 
I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  by  this  time  it  has  assumed  a  different 
appearance,  as  the  alterations  are  progressing  rapidly.  Having  rested 
ourselves  a  short  time  at  Sligahan  we  returned  to  Portree,  and  visited 
the  cloth  factory,  where  several  kinds  of  coarse  woollen  goods  are  mac 
Some  of  them  we  bought  as  specimens  of  the  industry  of  Skye. 

At  some  distance  from  this  is  Kingsburgh,  where  upon  the  5th  1 
March  1790,  died  Mrs.  Allen  M 'Donald,  better  known  in  assoeiatio 
with  the  name  of  the  unfortunate  Prince  Charles  Stuart  as  Flora  M'D< 
nald.     Her  seizure  and  confinement  in  the  Tower  are  matters  of  histor 
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She  however  obtained  her  liberty,  and  retained  to  her  native  isle,  where 
in  November  1750,  she  married  Allan,  son  of  Alexander  McDonald  of 
Ringsburgh,  who  upon  the  death  of  his  father  succeeded  to  the  property. 
She  afterwards  went  to  North  Carolina  with  her  husband,  where  he  took 
part  in  the  civil  war.  This  entailed  upon  them  many  hardships,  and 
ended  in  their  returning  to  Skye.  On  the  way  home  the  vessel  was 
met  by  a  French  privateer,  whose  attack  was  successfully  resisted  by 
the  crew,  encouraged  by  Mrs.  M'Donald's  resolute  bearing.  Her  arm 
was  broken  in  the  encounter;  but  she  survived  to  bring  up  seven  children, 
five  sons  and  two  daughters.  All  her  sons  entered  the  army  as  officers, 
and  both  her  daughters  married  military  men. 

Next  day  we  set  sail  on  our  homeward  course,  returning  by  the  same 
route  we  came  by,  casting  anchor  for  the  evening  opposite  Armadale 
Castle,  the  beautiful  residence  of  Lord  M'Donald,  erected  about  forty 
years  ago,  after  designs  by  Gillespie  Graham.  A  considerable  addition 
is  now  being  made  to  it  by  his  lordship.  The  evening  was  spent  walk- 
ing through  the  grounds  attached  to  the  castle,  admiring  the  scenery  of 
the  district,  and  fishing  in  the  bay. 

In  the  morning  of  the  following  day  the  wind  had  changed,  and 
proved  adverse,  so  that  we  were  kept  all  day  beating  to  windward, 
and  only  reached  Tobermory  at  midnight,  somewhat  tired  of  our  day's 
work.  Next  morning  we  landed,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  leaving 
Campbeltown,  got  a  sight  of  a  newspaper,  (the  Glasgow  Herald)  of 
later  date  than  we  had  brought  with  us,  the  only  newspaper  we  had 
seen  was  an  old  copy  of  the  Edinburgh  Witness  at  Portree.  In  the 
Herald  we  found  an  account  of  the  first  day's  proceedings  at  the  trial 
of  Miss  Madeleine  Smith,  which  of  course  was  read  with  great  interest, 
as  we  had  heard  nothing  of  the  proceedings  from  the  time  we  left  Glas- 
gow, when  the  day  for  the  trial  had  not  been  definitely  announced. 

It  was  now  the  afternoon  of  Friday  the  3rd  of  July,  a  fortnight 
exactly  since  we  started,  and  as  one  of  our  party  was  particularly  anxious 
to  reach  Oban,  so  as  to  overtake  the  steamer  in  the  morning  for  the 
south,  we  left  Tobermory  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  although 
the  wind  was  ahead,  and  blowing  very  fresh,  expecting  to  reach  Oban 
the  same  day.  We  had  not  been  long  out  before  it  came  on  to  blow 
quite  a  gale,  accompanied  by  drenching  rain,  so  that,  however  anxious 
we  were  to  proceed,  it  was  agreed  that  we  should  come  to  anchor  in 
Caranihena  Bay,  opposite  Loch  Aline,  for  the  night,  and  start  with  the 
first  light  of  morning,  when  the  tide  would  also  favor  us,  and  so  reach 
Oban  before  the  steamer  left  in  the  morning.  Accordingly,  we  got  up 
anchor  at  two' o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  and  landed  ato  Oban  at 
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half-past  seven,  where  we  saw  our  friend  safely  embarked  on  board 
the  Mountaineer  at  eight  o'clock,  on  his  way  homeward.  Our  party 
then  reduced  to  two,  besides  the  seamen,  returned  on  board  and  break* 
fasted.  Soon  after  we  made  sail.  It  happened,  however,  as  unfortu- 
nately it  had  done  so  frequently  during  the  passage,  that  the  wind  fell 
off  so  soon  as  we  left  our  anchorage ;  the  vessel  was  consequently  lying 
all  day  becalmed  in  the  Sound  of  Karera.  About  two  o'clock  a  heavy 
shower  of  rain  came  on,  followed  by  a  thick  mist,  which  caused  us  to 
take  refuge  for  the  night  at  Easdale. 

Next  morning  being  Sunday,  we  sailed  at  five  o'clock,  and  arrived  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Crinan  Canal  about  nine;  the  yacht  was,  however, 
obliged  to  remain  outside  till  about  two,  when  the  tide  was  sufficiently 
high  to  admit  her  into  the  basin.  On  Monday  morning  we  were  all 
aroused  at  five,  and  commenced  the  passage  of  the  canal  about  half  au 
hour  after.  During  the  transit  we  met  with  no  adventure,  and  found 
it  by  no  means  troublesome;  the  charge  for  a  man  and  horse  to  track 
the  yacht  being  seven  shillings,  and  a  like  sum  of  seven  shillings  for 
canal  dues,  this  being  the  only  expense  incurred.  We  were  four  hours 
and  a  half  crossing. 

From  the  Crinan  we  had  a  very  speedy  run  home,  thus  completing  a 
most  agreeable  excursion,  which  I  at  least,  and  my  fellow  voyagers  also, 
I  believe,  will  look  back  to  with  satisfaction,  as  a  fortnight  of  time  not 
ill  spent.  In  the  couse  of  these  reminiscences,  I  have  refrained  from 
enlarging  upon  the  sporting  details  of  the  cruise,  lest  I  might  be  accused 
of  making  more  of  them  than  they  deserve;  indeed,  to  tell  the  truth  we 
were  little  disappointed  in  that  respect,  more  particularly  as  time  was  so 
much  occupied  otherwise,  that  we  did  not  devote  an  entire  day  to  either 
fishing  or  shooting.  As  it  was,  we  always  did  much  more  than  keep 
ourselves  in  fresh  fish,  and  shot  four  porpoises,  besides  innumerable 
water  fowl  of  different  kinds,  so  that  in  reality  we  had  little  reason  to 
complain:  but  the  long  continued  hot  weather  had  so  dried  up  the 
burns  that  we  considered  it  useless  to  try  the  salmon  or  trout  fishing, 
leaving  that  for  another  opportunity,  which  I  hope  may  soon  occur. 
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A  BALLAD  OF  THE  GULF  STREAM. 


BT  B.  B.  FOSTER. 

Heavily  through  a  hundred  storms 

The  toiling  ship  had  passed; 
She  floated  now  in  the  mystic  stream 

Of  waters  warm  and  fast,  . 
And  the  great  brown  sails,  like  weary  things, 

Were  hanging  against  the  mast. 

There  leaned  upon  the  idle  helm 

A  bearded  sailor-man; 
His  furrowed  brow  was  marked  by  years, 

His  cheeks  were  brown  with  tan, 
And  his  heart  was  rude  as  the  seas  it  loved, 

Where  no  mean  currents  ran. 

A  tender  breeze  sprang  up  behind 

And  tossed  his  grizzled  hair, 
And  the  sailor  started  back,  as  pale 

As  if  a  ghost  were  there; 
For  he  saw  a  yellow  butterfly 

Blown  through  the  summer  air. 

It  lighted  upon  the  compass  box, 

And  the  sailor's  eye  grew  dim, 
And  his  winged  thoughts  flew  far  away, 

Beyond  the  horizon's  rim, 
To  a  ruined  homestead  on  the  land, 

Where  were  none  to  think  of  him. 

Again,  in  the  meadow  broad  and  green, 

On  a  holiday  in  June, 
He  heard  the  drowsy  humble  bees, 

Singing  their  quiet  tune; 
And  be  watched  the  elm  tree's  shadow  grow, 

In  the  wasting  afternoon. 

Again,  beneath  the  cottage  roofj 

When  the  evening  prayer  was  said, 
He  felt  his  mother's  soft  hand  rest 

In  blessing  on  his  head. 
And  his  father's  kiss  upon  his  brow, 

As  he  knelt  beside  his  bed. 

But  the  boatswain's  whistle  strange  and  shrill, 

Was  sounding  in  his  ears, 
And  his  thoughts  came  back  from  their  pilgrimage 

Of  mere  than  two  score  years; 
And,  with  his  rough  and  horny  hand, 

He  dashed  away  his  tears. 
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As  the  brimming  can  was  passed  round 
By  the  stringing  lantern's  light, 

And  his  shipmates  roared  their  merry  stares 
In  boisterous  delight. 

He  loudest  laughed,  and  deepest  quaffed, 
In  the  forecastle  that  night. 
Mathing  ten,  D.  C. 


EFFECTS  OF  OIL  IN  BECALMING  A  HEAVY  SEA. 


BT   TOM  TUG. 


Since  sending  you  a  yarn  on  this  subject  in  February  last,  I  have 
fallen  in  with  an  authority  for  the  story  of  the  old  fisherman,  which  I 
then  alluded  to,  that  "  he  had  made  a  practice  of  towing  a  loose  bag,  or 
net  filled  with  fish  bones,  skin,  and  other  greasy  garbage,  which  had  a 
considerable  effect  in  becalming  a  following  sea." 

It  occurs  in  "  Hone's  Every  Day  Book,19  Article  for  February  4th, 
vol.  ii,  written  20  years  ago,  and  is  as  follows  :— 

"  Stilling  the  Sea  with  Oil; — Dr.  Franklin  suggests  the  pouring  of 
oil  on  the  sea,  to  still  the  waves  in  a  storm,  but,  before  he  lived,  Martin, 
wrote  '  an  account  of  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland,'  wherein  he  says, 
'  The  Steward  of  KUda  who  lives  in  Pabbay,  is  accustomed  in  time  of 
a  storm  to  tie  a  bundle  of  puddings,  made  of  the  fat  of  sea*  fowl  to  the 
end  of  his  cable,  and  lets  it  fall  into  the  sea  behind  the  rudder.'  This 
he  says,  '  hinders  the  waves  from  breaking,  and  calms  the  sea  ;  but  the 
scent  of  the  grease  attracts  the  whales,  which  put  the  vessel  in  dan- 

Your  correspondent  "  Summooa  Juga,"  in  corroborating  my  views  in 
your  succeeding  number  for  March,  mentions  an  idea  of  Jack's,  that  the 
Pacific  owes  its  name  to  the  influence  of  oil,  given  to  it  by  the  South- 
Sea  men,  who  after  securing  the  head  matter  of  the  sperm  whale  send 
the  blubber  adrift.  Query — If  Old  Martin's  allegation  be  true  that  the 
whales  follow  the  grease,  would  it  be  "  very  like  a  whale,1'  or  more  lil 
a  mackerel,  if  it  would  allow  itself  to  be  attracted  by  a  slip  of  fat,  ci 
out  of  its  own  tail! 
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A  VOYAGE  TO  TIERRA  DEL  FEUGO.* 

Whbn  one  meets  with  a  work  which  is  written  in  a  truthful  spirit,  the 
enjoyment  is  tenfold  greater  than  when  doubts  and  uncertainty  accom- 
panies the  reader  through  scenes  which  are  perhaps  imaginary.  In  the 
work  before  us  truth  seems  stamped  in  every  line*  and  notwithstanding 
the  many  hair  breadth  escapes  of  the  little  yacht  from  the  perils  of  the 
deep,  the  bold  master  spirit  that  guided  her  amid  rocks  and  sunken 
dangers  brought  her  again  and  again  unscathed  to  safe  moorings. 
•This  is  an  excellent  descriptive  work,  penned  by  a  thorough  seaman, 
and  although  the  title  may  startle  some  of  our  friends  we  assure  them 
there  is  no  cant  in  these  tomes.  We  have  read  them  with  great  plea- 
sure, and  recommend  all  persons,  to  "  do  likewise."  To  show  our  readers 
the  nature  of  the  work  we  will  give  a  brief  outline  of  its  contents. 

A  certain  Missionary  Society,  having  determined  on  sending  another 
expedition  on  the  same  errand  as  that  on  which  Captain  Allen  Gardi- 
ner, and  his  companions  lost  their  lives  by  starvation,  they  built  a  small 
schooner  of  about  88  tons,  and  advertised  for  a  Captain,  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Parker  Snow,  (a  gentleman  known  to  the  world  as 
the  Author  of  a  work  called  "  The  Voyage  of  the  Prince  Albert  in 
search  of  Sir  John  Franhlin")  who  offered  his  services  to  the  Society, 
and  we  find  him  in  the  command  of  this  little  vessel,  "  The  Allen 
Gardiner,"  so  named  after  the  unfortunate  commander  above  alluded  to. 
The  object  of  the  present  voyage  was  to  establish  a  Mission  Station  on 
the  Falkland  Islands. 

At  the  outset,  and  before  leaving  England  many  vexatious  obstacles 
were  thrown  in  his  way,  which  must  have  given  him  a  foretaste  of  the 
unpleasantries  which  he  had  afterwards  to  contend  with.  Being  res- 
tricted as  to  the  religious  principles  of  his  crew,  it  was  with  extreme  diffi- 
culty he  obtained  men,  and  Mr.  Snow  must  have  been  a  persevering  as 
well  as  courageous  man  to  put  to  sea  on  a  voyage  sure  to  be  attended 
with  great  danger,  with  such  a  crew,  and  being  likewise  cognisant 
of  the  fact,  that  the  bones  of  his  predecessor  lie  whitening  on  a  desolate 
shore.  But  such  was  the  faith  he  put  in  his  own  abilities  to  surmouut 
all  obstacles,  that  Mrs.  Snow  also  became  a  partner  in  his  trials,  accom- 
panying him  during  the  voyage. 

With  cheerful  hearts  however  they  left  Bristol  in  October  1854, — 

•  "  A  Two  Tears'  Cruise  off  Tierra  Del  Fuego,  the  Falkland  Islands,  Pata- 
gonia, and  in  the  River  Plate: — a  Narrative  of  Life  in  the  Southern  Seas." — 
By  W.  Parker  Snow,  late  Commander  of  the  Mission  yacht  Allen  Gardiner. — 
London — Longman  and  Co. 
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and  the  very  first  night  a  gale  came  on,  that  caused  them  to  beat  about 
for  some  days,  which  having  weathered,  they  proceeded  on  their  way. 
Various  were  the  changes  of  calm  and  storm  they  encountered,  and 
Captain  Snow  nearly  lost  his  life  one  tempestuous  night. 

The  Falklands  being  reached  our  Author  determined  to  make  Keppel 
Island  the  chief  Mission  Station,~*>a  spot  well  calculated  for  the  purpose, 
and  therefore  in  due  time  he  landed  and  formally  took  possession,— it 
being  at  that  time  entirely  unoccupied,  except  by  au  immense  number 
of  the  feathered  tribe. 

u  After  breakfast  I  summoned  the  entire  land  and  sea  party  to  the  quarter 
deck,  and  after  telling  them  what  was  about  to  be  done,  gave  the  necessary 
orders  for  every  one  to  proceed  on  shore. 

"  Myself  and  the  doctor  dressed  for  the  occasion,  and  accompanied  by  my 
wife  we  left  the  ship,  and  walked  up  to  the  tongue  of  land  whereon  I  bad  marked 
the  site  of  the  house.    Here  a  flagstaff  (a  spare  top-gallant  mast)  had  been 
erected,  and  seats  and  tables  arranged  around  it.  Immediately  upon  my  arrival 
the  national  colours,  a  silk  flag  of  my  own,  given  me  a  year  or  two  previously 

by  a  friend  of  Arctic  enterprise,  the  Honourable  Mrs.  C ,  were  hoisted  to 

denote  that  the  land  was  British  property  belonging  to  the  Grown.  This  done, 
and  all  hands  arranged  in  order,  the  proceedings  commenced  with  certain 
prayers  and  necessary  forms/' 

After  the  ceremony  the  men  were  permitted  to  ramble  about  the  is- 
land,  not  however,  without  a  caution  to  be  very  careful  that  nought 
should  mar  die  general  happiness,  yet  despite  their  promise  in  less  than 
two  hours  they  returned  with  the  intelligence  that  the  grass  was  oo 
fire!     Captain  Snow  says 

"  The  first  expressions  of  my  anger  over,  I  lost  no  time  in  ascertaining  from 
the  rest  of  the  men,  who  had  now  arrived,  what  was  the  extent  of  the  Are,  and 
the  probability  of  it  increasing.  This  'they  assured  me  was  comparatively 
trifling;  and,  as  the  locality  was  some  distance  oft;  I  apprehended  no  present 
danger,  especially  upon  the  tongue  of  land  we  were  on,  which  could  be  reached 
from  the  fire  only  by  its  taking  a  circuitous  route,  and  crossing  a  rugged  patch 
of  what  I  thought  incombustible  scrub.  I  therefore  took  all  hands  on  board 
with  me,  and  left  the  fire  to  itself  hoping  that  it  would  not  spread  much  farther. 
That  evening  I  commented  strongly  upon  the  careless  conduct  that  had  been 
displayed  in  spite  of  my  exhortations,  and  of  promises  made  me  to  the  contrary. 
Most  of  the  men  admitted  the  force  of  my  remarks,  and  said  it  was  not  requit- 
ing the  kindness  shown  to  them,  nor  remembering  the  oircumstanees  connected 
with  the  day/' 

On  reconnoitring  the  scene  of  the  fire  on  the  following  day,  our  *"- 
thor  considered  there  was  no  danger  to  prevent  the  landing  of  stores  a 
materials  to  build  the  mission  house,  they  therefore  proceeded  to  can 
out  their  first  intentions;  and  by  great  exertion  and  labour,  day  afsw 
day,  they  got  on  shore  all  that  was  required. 

w  We  were  now  doomed  to  have  a  sudden  cessation  put  to  all  our  labourr 
Working  in  the  hold,  I  had  not  paid  that  minute  attention  to  the  fire  that  pel 
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haps  I  ought  to  have  done.  I  had  felt  the  smoke  becoming  more  and  more  in- 
tolerable: but  seeing  the  flames  ascending  the  Core  Hill,  away  from  us,  I  little 
imagined  that  the  destroying  element  was  also  travelling  fast  towards  the 
rery  spot  we  had  occupied  with  our  stores  and  timber,  and  was,  indeed,  right 
down  upon  us.  In  fact,  I  could  hare  hardly  conceived  it  possible;  the  distance, 
and  the  circuitous  route  it  would  have  to  come,  seemed  to  negative  such  an  idea, 
'  Yet  it  actually  was  so,  and  that  too  before  I  was  well  aware  of  it}  for  not  until 
the  increasing  heat  after  dinner  warned  me  that  all  was  not  right  did  I  conceive 
it  necessary  to  go  and  again  examine.  With  the  doctor  I  walked  up  the  tongue 
of  land  towards  a  rise  it  took,  at  about  half  a  mile  from  West  Point;  and  no 
sooner  had  we  reached  that  part  than  the  full  extent  of  danger  burst  upon  our 
startled  senses.  Before  us,  the  whole  valley  was  one  awful  mass  of  flame;  and 
burning  bushes,  with  thousands  of  little  dancing  fires,  were  coming  with  remark- 
able rapidity  towards  us.  At  our  feet,— for  we  had  advanced  as  well  as  the 
suffocating  smoke  and  the  intense  heat  would  permit  us  to  come  near  the  edge 
of  the  burning  ground,— scores  of  the  globular  bog-balsams  were  glowing  with 
livid  fire,  while  the  fuchinal  and  other  shrubs  crackled  in  the  flames  as  they  be- 
came readily  ignited  at  the  first  touch  of  the  burning  element.  The  parched 
up  grass  was  speedily  devoured;  and,  like  magic,  did  the  fire  spread  in  every 
direction,  but  especially  so  toward  us.  Even  before  we  could  recover  our  nearly 
stupefied  faculties  (which  were  all  but  enchained  in  admiration  and  awe,)  the 
surface  fire  had  got  around,  and  made  us  hastily  retreat.  Moreover,  no  time 
was  to  be  lost;  and  the  moment  I  recovered  myself,  I  took  in  at  a  glance  the 
extent  of  danger,  perceiving  that  nothing,  not  even  the  trying  to  cut  it  off, 
could  stop  its  progress  to  the  point,  we  hastened  at  our  utmost  speed  to  the 
working  party  on  the  cliffe.  With  rapid  utterance,  I  gave  orders  to  cease  every- 
thing but  getting  the  powder  and  inflammable  materials  away  from  their  pre- 
sent dangerous  position,  across  the  water  to  the  other  point.  That  was  our 
only  chance:  to  get  them  on  board  was  impossible  in  the  time:  for  I  calculated 
that  not  more  than  an  hour,  or  at  most  an  hour  and  a  half,  would  elapse,  before 
the  main  body  of  flre  would  be  upon  us. 

"  Summoning  every  one  to  the  task,  and,  I  must  confess,  with  bitter  reproaches 
levelled  at  him  who  had,  as  I  was  informed,  caused  this  lamentable  flre,  I  issued 
directions  what  to  do.  And  surely  did  we  one  and  all  work  and  do,  as  perhaps 
none  of  us  had  ever  worked  or  done  before,  or  shall  do  again.  Things  were 
lifted  and  carried  about  that  I  am  certain  no  man  amongst  us  could  have 
touched  for  the  same  purpose  at  any  other  time;  but  such  was  the  excitement 
and  the  danger,  that  we  seemed  endowed  with  double  strength.  Certain  it  was 
that  in  remarkable  quick  time,  we  cleared  the  cliff  of  all  the  large  quantity  of 
stores,  timber,  plank,  and  other  material  we  had  been  placing  there  the  last 
three  days.  It  was,  however,  but  barely  in  time;  and  even  before  we  had  done, 
it  was  necessary  to  try  and  deaden  the  progress  of  the  flames  towards  us,  by 
saturating  the  grass  with  water.  Vain,  however,  the  scores  of  buckets  of  water 
we  scattered  about,  as  they  were  passed  by  hand  from  the  water  side  and  over 
the  cliffs  to  the  fire.  Vain,  also,  an  attempt  to  beat  and  trample  it  down  by 
bushes,  and  even  by  our  feet;  and  strange,  almost  mad,  would  we  have  appeared 
to  any  one  who  could  have  seen  us  jumping  and  kicking  about  the  fire  and 
dashing  in  among  the  flames,     '  *  *  *  *  • 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  all  Captain  Snow's  exertions  were  jeaporclized 
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by  the  carelessness  of  one  of  his  bigoted  crew.  However  by  perseve- 
rance, and  a  determination  not  to  be  thwarted  in  bis  project  he  removed 
his  materiel  from  the  west  to  the  east  point,  and  there  founded  the 
Mission  station.  After  this  we  find  him  day  by  day  and  night  by  night 
traversing  the  dangerous  coast  to  farther  the  interests  of  the  Society 
which  sent  him  forth*  Encountering  the  most  fearful  perils!  gale  suc- 
ceeding gale,  and  one  out  of  the  many  is  thus  graphically  described. 

M  The  scene,  it  must  be  remembered,  is  a  wild  and  stormy  one,  on  a  rough 
and,  except  at  the  mission  station,  totally  uninhabited  coast.  Pictures  from  a 
sailor's  hands  in  this  part  of  the  world  are  not  often  fraught  with  the  softer . 
sketches  of  smooth  waters  flowing  beneath  a  sunny  sky.  They  are  more  fre- 
quently of  the  description  now  to  be  given,  as  upon  the  close  of  a  sabbath  day, 
with  a  threatening  sea,  the  schooner  may  be  seen  striving  to  work  to  windward 
with  the  rocks,  and  breakers,  and  a  furious  tide  close  by.  There  is  a  lowering 
sky  and  coming  gale  in  view,  and  the  fierce  waves  are  lifting  up  their  snowy 
crests  in  quick  succession,  while  the  lengthened  spray  is  scattered  far  and  wide 
as  if  *t*  ere  so  much  foam.  In  the  midst  of  it  you  may  see  the  small  vessel 
struggling  onward  to  reach  yon  coveted  point. 

"  See  how  she  bounds  and  plunges!  Mark  how  she  reels  and  seems  to  stagger! 
Behold  how  gallantly  she  breasts  the  angry  seas  that  dash  upon  her,  and  in 
huge  masses  send  vast  quantities  of  water  on  her  deck! 

"  Will  she  attain  her  object?  Will  she  be  able  to  clear  that  rocky  point  upon 
her  bow  ?  Look!  her  prow  has  bent  more  inward,  and  greatly  inclines  towards 
the  boiling  surges  on  the  reef !  What  will  she  do?  Must  she  go  upon  the  rocks 
— that  hardy  little  ship?  Must  she  be  lost?  For,  lo!  she  already  seems  too 
close;  and  every  sea,  as  she  plunges  into  it,  appears  to  drive  her  further  in. 
From  a  distance  her  very  bows  seem  to  be  covered  with  the  breakers'  foam. 
Surely  she  touches!    Surely  she  has  gone  too  far! 

*'  Yet  no,  no;  for  see! — some  movement  on  her  deck  proclaims  that  a  nautical 
manoeuvre  is  to  be  attempted;  and  behold,  even  as  she  all  but  touches  where 
there's  danger,  a  voice  is  heard  coming  from  one  whose  hand  is  on  the  helm, 
and  whose  eye  is  steadfastly  watching  for  a  proper  moment  to  escape  the  peril, 
and  whose  heart  is  lifted  up  to  Him 

"  Who  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea. 
And  rides  upon  the  storm;" 

and  as  the  sound  floats  away,  he  turns  the  wheel  in  his  grasp,  and  with  another 
short  pithy  order,  the  sails  shiver  in  the  wind,  and  the  vessel's  head  turns  away 
from  the  dreaded  shore!    Another  moment  and  she  has  her  stern  presented  in 
the  direction  opposite  to  that  it  was  before;  but  a  fresh  command,  a  re-arrange- 
ment of  sails,  and  she  is  again  dashing  through  the  water  in  angular  course 
away  to  sea.  -  What  then?    Has  she  given  up  the  hope  of  getting  round  tha 
point  of  land  she  seemed  to  have  been  striving  for?    Is  she  going  out  upon  tl 
threatening  ocean  with  an  ominous  night  before  her?  No — for  see!  again  is  si 
made  to  turn  and  present  her  prow  towards  that  rocky  point;  again  sbe  dashc 
through  the  sea,  sending  the  spray  upward  on  her  masts;  and  again  she  striv 
—but  strives  in  vain— a  little  has  been  gained,  but  not  enough,  and  once  mok^ 
round  she  goes,  and  stands  away  from  land.    And  as  she  thus— now  on,  now 
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off,  then  on  again— makes  strenuous  efforts  to  weather  the  point,  there  is  a  soli- 
tary watcher  on  yonder  lofty  hill  anxiously  beholding  her.  With  eager  eyes  he  t 
stiains  his  vision  to  make  sore  that  it  is  the  little  ship  he  hopes  for,  and  which 
himself  and  brethren  in  that  lonely  isle  have  been  a  wailing;  and  being  con- 
vinced," how  earnestly  he  watches  her  progress,  as  struggling  still  with  increas- 
ing breezes,  she  bears  up  for  her  usual  anchorage. 

**  And  now  there  is  hope.  The  helmsman  is  working  her  through  the  heavy 
seas,  and  despite  her  plunging,  and  the  deluge  of  water  tumbling  over  her  bows, 
carries  her  onward  under  press  of  sail.  See  how  he  has  to  watch  each  flutter 
of  her  canvas!  Look  how  anxiously  he  turns  his  eye  from  the  quivering  masts 
to  the  breakers  close  upon  his  lee,  with  a  glance  that  denotes  a  steady  concen  * 
tration  of  his  every  thought  upon  what  is  now  before  him,  while  the  incessant 
spray  drenches  him,  even  at  the  helm.  But  there  is  confidence  in  his  mind, 
He  feels  that  he  has  now  a  weatherly  position,  and  that  a  short  time  more,  as 
the  wind  at  present  stands,  will  enable  him  to  take  his  little  vessel  past  the 
danger. .  And  that  little  vessel  seems,  indeed,  to  know  and  feel  it— for  how  gal- 
lantly, and  like  some  foaming  war  steed,  she  dashes  onward!  Look  how  bravely 
she  battles  with  those  giant  waves!  Mark  how  she  scorns  each  angry  sea,  as 
it  comes  furiously  upon  her!  And  then,  at  last,  hear  you  the  joyous  cry  from 
him  who  steers  her,  as  in  ringing  tones  and  with  lightsome  tongue — his  eye 
bright  with  satisfaction — he  gives  the  welcome  order,  *  Square  away  the  yards,' 
and  turning  the  helm,  directs  the  vessel's  head  towards  the  bay ! 

•*  She  has  achieved  her  task — and  rushes  past  the  dreaded  point,  turning 
more  and  more  towards  the  mission  house,  the  watcher  on  the  hill  with  speed 
descends,  and  in  hasty  but  glad  tones,  proclaims  to  his  brethren  that  the 
'  Allen  Gardiner '  is  close  at  hand,  and  is  fast  coming  to  her  anchorage!" 

Our  author,  evinced  the  same  bold  and  fearless  spirit  when  amongst 
the  savages, — joining  in  their  dances,  and  thereby  gaining  a  friendly 
feeling,  which  he  was  anxious  to  cultivate.  Yet,  although  risking  his  life 
daily  and  hourly  to  serve  the  cause  he  had  embarked  in,  he  was  left  to 
Tiis  own  resources  to  obtain  the  means  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  ship, 
the  Missionary  Society  neglecting  to  supply  the  Expedition  with  a  suffi- 
cient sum  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  public,  which  had  come  for-  . 
ward  so  liberally  in  the  cause.  And  we  hope  that  public  will  demand 
a  rigid  investigation  into  the  management  of  Societies  seeking  contri- 
butions and  subscriptions  from  the  benevolent,  professedly  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Christianity  in  Foreign  parts; — but  adopting  the  old  adage, 
"  Charity  begins  at  home," — and  in  too  many  instances  ending  in  the 
same  place.  Near  two  years  Captain  Snow  was  beating  about  the  wild 
and  dangerous  coast  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  making  fruitless  trips  also 
to  Monte  Video  and  Stanley  for  a  Missionary  clergyman, — who  at  length 
made  his  appearance  without  one  shilling  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  ship 
or  even  provisions  for  the  many  persons  who  accompanied  him.  Money 
must  be  had,  and  from  Capt  Snow's  account  it  was  obtained  at  Stanley. 
This  Christain  minister  it  appears  not  only  raised  money  on  the  vessel, 
but  he  gave  the  lender  authority  over  that  vessel,  so  far  as  to  prevent  her 
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lawful  commander  from  carrying  out  the  business  of  the  owners, -—the 
Society.  By  what  right  or  power  he  acted  must  be  shown  to  those  who 
subscribed  the  funds  to  purchase  the  vessel;  and  we  hope  Capt.  Snow 
will  succeed  in  his  endeavours  to  enlighten  the  benevolent  as  to  what 
purposes  their  munificence  was  devoted.  The  conduct  pursued  also  at 
one  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  islands,  where  justice  is  administered 
by  interested  parties,  should  be  laid  before  the  Home  Authorities. 

These  volumes  are  replete  with  useful  nautical  information,  inter- 
spersed with  stirring  incidents  and  curious  adventures,  alike  interesting 
to  the  seaman  and  landsman;  the  work  is  also  illustrated  with  two  excel- 
lent charts  and  six  beautifully  executed  sketches.  We  strongly  recom- 
mend it  to  our  readers  as  the  production  of  a  talented  man,  who  with 
truth  and  sincerity  depict  things  as  they  are;  and  no  library  will  be  com- 
plete without  it. 


BURNHAM  REGATTA. 


This  aquatic  festival  was  under  the  distinguished  patronage  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Portman,  the  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  and 
was  attended  by  numbers  from  Bristol,  Glastonbury,  Yoevil,  Taunton, 
and  many  other  places.  Burnham  can  scarcely  be  called  a  town,  yet  it 
is  certainly  more  than  a  village,  and  in  a  few  years  it  may  perhaps  be 
able  to  reckon  itself  as  not  being  amongst  the  most  isolated  places  in 
the  kingdom.  It  is  situate  about  two  miles  from  the  Highbridge  station 
of  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway,  and  it  was  never  so  animated  as  on 
this  occasion:  fir  trees  were  planted  along  most  of  the  streets,  triumphal 
arches,  with  appropriate  mottoes,  spanned  the  principal  approaches,  pro- 
cessions were  formed,  and  the  bands  of  music  imparted  a  refreshing  tone 
'  to  the  proceedings.  The  committee  offered  liberal  prizes  for  competition, 
but  were  unfortunate  in  not  attracting  a  numerous  fleet,  whether  it  ori- 
ginated in  the  yachts  being  otherwise  engaged,  or  that  sufficient  publi- 
city was  not  given,  it  is  impossible  to  say;  but  such  is  fact  that  for  some 
of  the  prizes  there  was  not  a  single  entry ;  and  the  only  yacht  race  that 
did  come  off  here  (Aug.  24th)  was  for  the 

Burnham  and  Bristol  Channel  Cup,  value  40  guineas,  for  yachts  not 
exceeding  50  tons.     This  excellent  prize  brought  only  two  yachts  to  tl 
start,  viz.: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 

Yachts'  Name*. 

Rig. 

•    Tons. 

Owners. 

97 
213 

Blue  Belle 

sloop 
cutter 

SO 

R    VaA\*v  limn. 

43     W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 
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The  distance  to  be  sailed  was  computed  at  about  60  miles.  They 
got  away  at  I  Oh.  45m.,  and  notwithstanding  there  was  a  stiffish  breeze 
they  managed  to  return— the  Cyclone  at  7h.  19m.  p.m.  and  the  Blue 
Belle  at  7h.  44m.  The  Cyclone  was  consequently  declared  the  winner. 
Mr.  Patterson  entered  his  yacht  at  numerous  places  this  season,  but  vic- 
tory had  not  crowned  his  efforts.  The  Blue  Belle  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Padley  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  and  has  not  succeeded  in 
winning  a  price,  although  entered  in  several  matches. 

Then  followed  matches  by  Pilot  Boats  for  20  sovereigns;  Fishing 
Boats  for  10  sovereigns,  and  Rowing  for  3  sovereigns.  Fireworks  and 
dinner  closed  the  proceedings. 
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The  Committee  of  this  regatta  selected  an  excellent  time  (Sept.  3rd 
and  4th,)  for  it,  when  the  chief  of  the  other  meetings  were  over,  and 
the  yachts  would  be  at  leisure  to  attend  this  ancient  place.  Their  judg- 
ment was  well  rewarded,  for  not  only  were  numerous  yachts  present, 
but  some  of  the  most  successful  this  season  entered  in  the  different 
matches.  The  weather  was  unpropitious  in  the  morning,  yet  as  there 
was  a  good  breeze  numbers  of  persons  flocked  to  the  rendezvous. 

During  the  matches  the  rain  cleared  off,  and  with  it  the  breeze 
lessened,  consequently  the  affair  terminated  on  the  first  day  rather 
languidly.  The  first  match  was  for  a  purse  of  £50,  for  yachts  of  any 
port  or  club  not  exceeding  120  tons.  Three  to  start  or  no  race  ;  distance 
four  times  round  marks.  Time  race,  half-minute  per  ton  :  the  following 
started:— 


Numbered  at  in  Hunte  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 

No, 

Yachts'  Names. 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners 

1096 

Wildfire, 

schooner 
cutter 
cutter 

56 

5 

80 

J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 

Alice 

Captain  D.  Roebuck,  Esq. 
J.  Weld,  Esq. 

625 

The  Mariquita,  F.  B.  Carew,  Esq.,  entered  but  did  not  start 
A  purse  of  £25,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  not  exceeding  30  tons  o.m. 
three  to  start  or  no  race  ;  distance  four  times  round  marks.     The  fol- 
lowing entered :— 
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Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal'  Yacht  List  for  1 857. 


No 


786 
956 
327 


Yachts'  Namei 


Phantom. 
Thought . 
Emmet  M. 


Rig 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


Owners 


28 
25 
27 


S.  Lane,  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 

E.  Gibson,  Esq. 


In  order  to  test  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  various  yachts,  the  £50 
and  £20  matches  were  started  together.  An  admirable  start  was  effected 
at  12h.  35m.  but  the  light  wind  which  prevailed  tended  much  to  diminish 
the  brilliancy  of  the  race,  and  afforded  the  competing  vessels  no  sufficient 
opportunity  of  displaying  their  capabilities. 

Each  round  was  effected  in  the  subjoined  times : — 


Lulworth.. 
Wildfire  ., 

Alice. 

Thought.. 
Phantom... 
Emmet  .... 


First  Round. 

Second  Bound 

Third  Bound. 

Fourth  Bound. 

h.    m.    s. 

h,    m.    s. 

h.    m.    s. 

h.   m.    s. 

1    53      0 

3    34    20 

5     17    40 

7    28    30 

1     58     30 

3    47     50 

drawn. 

2     33      0 

5      0      0 

drawn. 

1     57    45 

3     40    20 

5    38    40 

8     25       0 

2       3       0 

3     45     20 

5    50      0 

2       2    20 

3     59       0 

drawn. 

The  Lulworth  was  thus  the  winner  of  the  £50  prize  ;  the  Thought 
carried  off  the  £25  prize.  The  sailing  of  these  two  yachts  was  the 
theme  of  general  admiration,  and  from  the  first  they  were  favourites, 

A  Purse  of  five  sovereigns  for  sprit  sail  boats.  First  boat  to  receive 
£4,  and  the  second  £1 .  The  following  sailed  : — Alarm,  R.  Ayles  ; 
Contest,  W.  Chant ;  Sheerwater,  W.  Hart ;  Eliza,  F.  Ayling ;  Sea 
Urchin,  W.  Thompson,  Esq.  A  capital  start  was  effected,  Sheerwater 
takiug  the  lead,  and  maintaining  it  throughout  the  race. 

Second  Day. — This  day's  sport  was  considered  the  grand  fete  of  the 
regatta,  as  four  of  the  crack  yachts  were  entered  to  compete  for  the 
Town  Challenge  Cup,  won  last  year  by  the  Thought,  and  which  yacht 
now  came  forward  under  the  guidance  of  her  new  owner,  F.  O.  Marshall, 
Esq.,  to  endeavour  to  add  it  permanently  to  her  other  laurels.  We  will 
endeavour  to  trace  the  Cup's  fate  from  1851  when  it  was  won  by  the 
Heroine,  but  at  the  regatta  of  1852  although  she  was  at  Weymouth, 
she  declined  entering  for  it  again,  therefore  it  was  left  to  others,  and 
after  two  starts,  on  separate  days,  the  Volante  ultimately  became  the 
holder,  beating  the  Albacore  and  Enchantress. 

In  1858  the  Mosquito  then  belonging  to  Lord  Londesborough  eutere 
but  such  was  the  terror  of  her  prowess  none  entered  against  her,  consc 
quently  it  still  remained  to  the  credit  of  Volante.     We  have  no  recoi 
of  1854-5,  but  in  1856  it  was  won  by  the  Thought,  beating  Phantoi 
and  Wildfire.     Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  it  has  been  a  sort  of  heir-looi 
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to  the  Weymouth  Committee.  Although  it  is  styled  the  Town  Chal- 
lenge Cup,  let  it  be  understood  that  it  was  the  gift  of  Col.  Freestun. 

On  this  day  great  hopes  were  entertained  that  the  Thought  would 
carry  it  away  from  Weymouth;  as  notwithstanding  it  being  a  pretty 
work  of  art  still  something  fresh  is  required.  However  to  proceed,  the 
following  are  the  particulars  : — 

The  Town  Challenge  Cup,  value  100  guineas,  to  be  sailed  for  by 

yachts  of  10  tons  and  upwards ;  open  co  all  the  world,  and  to  be  won 

twice  by  the  same  yacht ;  four  to  start  or  no  race  ;  entries  £2.  10s. ; 

distance,  four  times  round;  time  race,  30  seconds  a  ton;  schooners  to  be 

allowed  time  for  tonnage,  according  to  Ackers'  scale*     The  following 

entered  : — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


Mo. 


1096 
786 
956 
327 


Yachts'  Name*. 


Wildfire  . 
Phantom. 
Thought . 
Emmet.... 


Ms. 


schooner 

cutter 

cutter 

cutter 


Ton*. 


56 
27 
29 
28 


Owner*. 


J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
S,  Lane,  Esq. 
~.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 
[E  Gibson,  Esq. 


F 


The  start  was  made  at  1  lh.  45m.  when  Thought  took  the  lead,  with 
Phantom  second,  followed  by  Emmet  and  Wildfire.  The  breeze,  how- 
ever, appeared  to  favour  the  progress  of  Wildfire,  she  shortly  after  took 
first  place,  keeping  her  position  at  each  successive  rounding  of  the 
steamer  in  the  bay,  when  the  yachts  were  timed  as  follows  :— 


Wildfire... 
Thought.. 
Phantom.. 
Km  met  ... 


First  Bound. 

tSecond  Bound 

Third  Bound. 

Fourth  Bound. 

h.    m.    s. 

h.    m.    s. 

h.    m.    8. 

h.     DEL     8. 

12    51     0 

2      2    0 

3     12    SO 

4    22     10 

12    54  30 

2       9  40 

8    22      0 

4    34    40 

12     55  35 

2     11  45 

3     35       0 

4     36     30 

12     54     0 

drawn. 

Wildfire  was  declared  the  winner  of  the  race,  the  Cup  consequently 
remains  in  hand  another  year,  which  we  opine,  if  all  goes  right  with  the 
present  winner,  will  in  1858  find  a  resting  place  with  Mr.  Turner. 

The  next  match  was  for  a  purse  of  £15  for  yachts  of  any  port,  not 
exceeding  20  tons,  distance,  four  times  round,  time  race,  30  seconds  a 
ton  ;  three  to  start  or  no  race  ;  entrance  7s*  6d. 

« 

The  following  entered  :— 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


Vespa.. 
Alice... 
Foam . 
Fanny. 


Rig 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


9 

5 

8 

10 


Owners. 


T.  &  J.  Rick  man,  Esqrs. 
Capt  Disney  Roebuck 
B.  Stanley,  Esq. 
W.  Grant,  Esq. 
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The  Vetpa  took  the  lead  twice  round,  after  which  the  other  yachts 

retired,  consequently  she  claimed  the  prize.     She  is  a  new  boat,  built, 

we  believe  by  Bromley  of  Poole.     Great  credit  is  due  to  the  builders, 

and  to  the  crew  for  the  seamanlike  manner  in  which  she  was  handled. 

The  last  round  was  at  4h.  41m. 

The  day  was  brought  to  a  close  with  a  variety  of  matches  for  pleasure 
boats,  with  other  sports  and  amusements  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
public. 


GOOLE  ANNUAL  REGATTA. 

The  arrangements  at  this  regatta  August  31st  and  September  1st,  were 
well  carried  out,  and  the  whole  affair  was  well  patronised  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  and  surrounding  neighbourhood. 

The  first  match  was  for  the  Aire  and  Calder  Prize,  value  20  guineas, 
open  to  Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire  yachts  under  10  tons.  The  entries 
were  as  follows:— 


Frolic... ...... Mr.  Robinson,  HulL 

flirt Mr.  Pickering,  Goole 

Arrow Mr.  Wood,  York 

Pearl Mr.  Chambers,  jun.,  Goole 


Cygnet Capt.  Cator,  s.v. 

Fairy Mr.  Pilkington,  Goole 

Brunette  ....Mr.  Appleby,  Barton,  Hall 
Vivid Mr.  Speak,  Hessell,  Hull 


The  course  was  from  a  boat  moored  at  Saltmarsh,  passing  on  the  west 
side  of  a  boat  moored  off  the  Ship  Lock,  up  the  Ouse,  round  a  boat  off 
Howden  Dyke,  leaving  the  boat  on  the  port  side,  and  back  to  the  Middle 
Lock,  Goole;  passing  again  on  the  west  side  of  the  boat  opposite  the 
Ship  Lock. 

On  starting  the  Fairy  took  the  lead,  followed  by  Pearl  well  up,  then 
came  Cygnet,  Arrow,  and  Frolic.  The  Pearl  occasionally  had  the  lead, 
and  the  wind  freshening  the  whole  sped  well  on  towards  the  Ship  Lock. 
It  afterwards  slacked,  and  Fairy  consequently  fell  back.  Cygnet  caught 
a  breeze,  but  the  whole  were  becalmed  at  the  turn.  Opposite  the  pier 
they  passed  in  beautiful  order,  and  so  on  to  Howden  Dyke,  where  the 
wind  being  dead  against  them,  and  the  current  likewise,  they  tacked 
round,  but  it  was  impossible  to  get  off.  The  whole  lot  came  round  seve- 
ral times,  but  as  often  as  they  came  up  the  wind  caught  them,  and  no 
headway  could  be  made.  For  two  hours  at  least  this  continued,  wh—* 
Frolic  by  a  little  manoeuvring  got  in  a  right  position  and  came  in  t 
winner. 

The  next  a  match  between  Sailing  Boats,  open  to  Lincolnshire  a. 
Yorkshire,  no  decks  allowed,  prize  7  guineas.  For  this  seven  we 
entered— Empress,  Mr.  Wilde,   Beeswing,  Mr.  Dent,  Henrietta,  M 
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Milner,  Isabella,  Mr.  Johnson,  Norfolk,  Mr.  Leetham,  Nautilus,  Mr. 
Driffield,  and  Helen,  Mr.  Tolan.  The  race  was  well  contested,  until 
arriving  at  Howden  Dyke,  where  they  also  were  baffled  by  the  current 
for  some  considerable  time.  The  Empress  however  at  length  got  away, 
and  came  in  a  winner. 

The  sports  were  finished  by  rowing  matches. 

Second  Day.— The  wind  being  more  favorable  much  better  sport  than 
the  preceding  day  was  anticipated.     The  wind  was  N.W. 

The  Loughborough  Plate,  value  10  guineas,  brought  the  same  yachts 
to  the  start,  as  sailed  for  the  Aire  and  Calder  prize  on  the  first  day. 

They  all  got  well  off  together,  and  when  in  front  of  Swinefleet,  Fro- 
lic leading,  followed  by  Arrow,  Cygnet,  and  Brunette;  and  in  passing 
Goole  the  former  was  three  minutes  ahead  of  Arrow.  The  buoy  at 
Howden  Dyke  was  rounded  in  splendid  style.  When  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  home  the  Frolic,  which  was  still  leading,  grounded;  hav- 
ing approached  too  near  shore  to  tack  across  for  the  centre  of  the  Chan- 
nel. The  Arrow,  which  was  then  only  a  length  benind,  took  the  lead, 
and  came  in  the  winner. 

i 

The  next  match  was  by  Sailing  Boats,  for  5  guineas;  the  following 
started — Ellen,  Mr.  Tolan,  Empress,  Capt.  Collier,  Henrietta,  Mr.  Mil- 
ner, and  Norfolk,  Mr:  Leetham.  This  was  a  spirited  race,  and  after 
several  changes  the  Empress  won. 

The  regatta  was  concluded  by  several  well  contested  rowing  matches. 


CARNARVON  REGATTA. 

We  have  endeavoured,  without  success,  to  obtain  a  more  detailed  report 
of  this  regatta,  therefore,  rather  than  not  notice  it  we  insert  the  follow- 
ing:—  August  13th  it  came  off,  but  from  the  fact  of  no  steamer  being 
engaged  for  the  use  of  the  club  and  its  officers,  little  seemed  to  be  known 
of  what  took  place  during  the  race  outside.     The  following  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt*  Universal  Yacht  List for  1857. 


No 

189 
803 
736 
821 


Yachts'  Nuim 


Coralie. 

Plover 

North  Star. 
Ranger 


1 

|       Big 

Tons 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

35 
30 
26 
13 

Owners 


A.  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 
H.  Tetley,  Esq. 
G.  Harrison,  Esq. 
J.  A.  Clarke,  Esq. 


There  was  a  beautiful  breeze  at  starting  which  rather  fell  off  during 
the  race.     A  pretty  start  was  effected  by  the  North  Star,  CoraKe,  and 
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Plover,  (Ranger  did  not  start).  North  Star  at  once  took  the  lead,  and 
left  the  rest  at  a  great  pace  (on  a  wind),  and  continued  to  gain  rapidly, 
and  outside  the  Narrows,  on  the  first  tack,  when  at  least  half  a  mile  dead 
to  windward,  was  run  ashore.  A  very  strong  tide  setting  in  pot  her 
harder  and  harder  on,  where  she  remained  41  minutes.  In  the  mean- 
time Coralie  and  Plover  continued  sailing,  which  they  did  for  about  half 
an  hour,  and  then  anchored  in  the  tide.  On  the  North  Star  being  got 
out  of  her  difficulty  by  the  steamer,  the  others  slipped,  hut  in  about  an 
hour  after  they  were  passed  by  the  North  Star  to  windward,  and  she 
rounded  the  flag-boat  about  six  minutes  ahead  of  Plover  with  Coralie 
close  astern*  The  run  home  from  this  buoy,  a  distance  of  about  three 
miles  from  the  starting  point,  was  completed  in  the  following  order  and 
times:— 

North  Star..., 

The  cup  was  awarded  to  the  Plover,  on  account  of  the  North  Star 
having  received  assistance. 


b.  m.   i.  |                            h.  hl  8.  |  b.  m.  s. 

4  11    0  J  Plover 4  22  30  |  Coralie 4  27    9 


DOVOR  REGATTA. 

The  aunual  aquatic  sports  at  this  port,  were  celebrated  on  the  7th  of 
September.  The  beach  and  sea-wall  skirting  the  shore  were  thronged 
with  spectators  of  all  ranks  and  degrees.  The  sea  was  studded  with 
yachts,  skiffs,  and  pleasure  boats,  many  of  which  flitting  about  here, 
there,  and  everywhere,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  .committee,  who 
were  desirous  of  keeping  a  clear  course  for  the  matches. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  purse  of  £30,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  30 
tons;  half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage. 

For  this  race  the  following  entered:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt**  Univenai  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


607 
26 

213 
68 

956 

786 
1257 


Yachts'  Names. 


Little  Mosquito. 

Amazon 

Cyclone 

Avalon 

Thought 

Phanton 

Zuleika. 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cu'ter 
cutter 


Tons. 


8 
46 
43 
38 
25 
28 
20 


Owners. 


E.  Buhner,  Esq. 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
W.  Patterson,  Esq. 
J.  Goodson.  Esq. 
P.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

F.  Britten,  Esq. 


The  start  was  made  at  12h.  53m.  46s.,  all  the  yachts  bringing  up  I 
their  moorings  upon  the   signal  gun  being  fired,  except  the  Avalor 
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which  bad  only  been  entered  in  case  there  should  not  be  a  sufficient 

number  to  make  a  match. 

The  course  was  frpm  the  committee  vessel  round  the  west  buoy,  thence 

round  the  outside  buoy,  thence  to  the  east  buoy,  passing  between  the 

committee  yessel  and  the  shore;  twice  round,  leaving  all  the  buoys  on 

the  larboard  hand.     The  first  round  was  completed  as  follows:— 

h.   m.    s. 

Amazon 3    33  44 

Cyclone 2    49  15 

After  an  excellent  race  the  Phantom  proved  the  winner.  The  four 
first  named  yachts  arrived  as  under,  the  Zuleika  and  Little  Mosquito 
having  given  in. 


a.   m.   s* 

Phantom 2    26    37 

Thought 2    39    84 


h.    mA   s. 
Zuleika. 2    53     59 


h.    m.   b.  b.   m.    s.  h.   m.    s. 

Phantom 3    15    26    Amazon 4    1    14    Cyclone 4    18     5 

Thought. 3    57      0  | 

This  race  was  followed  by  a  Bye  Match  between  yachts,"  not  exceed* 
ing  12  tons,  for  a  sweepstakes  of  £7,  added  from  the  fund:  once  round 
the  above  course,  half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed. 

The  undermentioned  entered:— 

Aumbered  at  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1857. 


No. 


Yaohts*  Names. 


1037  Violet. 

989  Undine....... 

546  [Julia... 

Greyhound. 


Biff. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


10 
8 
7 


Owners. 


J.  Kirov,  Esq. 
K.  Searle,  Esq. 
P.  Turner,  Esq. 
R.  Francis,  Esq, 


The  Violet  and  Undine  only  started,  which  was  effected  at  lh.  35m. 
36s.  This  was  a  one-sided  affair,  and  the  Undine  does  not  appear  to  be 
much  improved  in  her  sailing  qualities  since  her  rig  has  been  altered. 
The  undermentioned  time  of  arrival  at  the  goal  will  prove  this:— 


h.    in.    b.  1 
Violet 8    27    34  I  Undine 

Several  rowing  matches  closed  an  excellent  day's  sport. 


h.    m.    s. 
4     26     21 


HOWTH  AND  BALDOYLE  REGATTA. 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  12th  and  13th  August,  the  regatta 
came  off,  under  the  patronage  of  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  and  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Howth.  Many  yachts  at- 
tended, and  the  display  of  buntine,  ashore  and  afloat,  was  very  cheering 
to  the  holiday  folks. 
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The  first  race  wai  for  a  cup,  value  40  guineas,  for  yachts  not  exceed- 
ing B5  tons,  a  time  race,  for  which  the  following  Teasels  entered:— 

Numbered  aw  in  Hunt'*  Universal  Yacht  List  Jor  1857. 


No. 


568 


60 
1028 


Yachts'  NimM. 


Meteor .... 

Kelnie 

Atalanta.. 
Vigilant.. 


79  Banba ... 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


20 

22 

27 

32j 

20 


OWOtM. 


J.  Duckworth,  Esq.. 
T.  Robinson,  Esq. 
H.  Scovell,Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Doherty,  Esq. 


About  12h.  the  signal  was  given  to  start,  which  was  excellently 
effected,  with  a  fine  fresh  breeze  blowing  from  S.S.E.  The  Vigilant 
went  ahead,  followed  closely  by  Atalanta,  with  Kelpie  and  Banba  but 
a  few  seconds  behind:in  this  order  they  passed  the  first  round;  shortly 
after  the  Kelpie  challenged  Atalanta,  a  struggle  ensued  between  them, 
the  former  gained  second  place,  and  then  made  a'  rush  for  Vigilant,  but 
too  late  to  take  the  lead.     They  finished  thus:— 


h.  m.  s. 

Vigilant. 5  18  45 

Kelpie  5  23  48 


h.  m.  s. 

Atalanta 5  26  55 

Banba : 5  40    0 


The  Kelpie  was  declared  the  winner  by  time. 

During  the  sailing  two  boats  started  to  row  a  match,  viz:  the  Una 
and  Undine.  There  was  a  very  high  sea  on,  and  the  Una  was  struck 
by  a  heavy  wave,  and  over  she  went,  the  Undine  immediately  returned 
her  assistance,  but  met  with  the  same  fete,  as  she  soon  filled,  and  both  to 
crews  were  floundering  about  in  the  water.  Several  yachts9  gigs  and 
other  boats  went  to  their  assistance.  The  owner  of  the  Kelpie  although 
winning  the  cup,  immediately  hove  to  his  vessel,  and  prepared  to  lower 
his  gig  to  the  rescue.  The  Una's  crew  however,  shouted  out  to  him 
that  all  were  safe,  and  to  go  on  with  the  race,  which  he  did,  and  won  it, 
although  he  lost  fully  three  minutes  by  his  gallant  conduct. 

The  second  race  was  for  a  purse  of  £10,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  12 
tons,  when  the  following  started : — 


No. 

381 
927 
903 

102 

1038 


Yachts'  Names. 


Flirt 

Sybil 

Scamp... 
Electric 
Bijou ... 
Dove ... 
Virago.., 


Big. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
sloop 


Tons. 


8 

H 
10 

10 
12 
12 


Owners. 


R.  Battley,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Hodgans,  Esq. 
M.  Creagli,  Esq. 
R.  M.  Urinneil,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
T.  Keogh,  Esq. 
Capt.  Byrne 


The  breeze  at  starting  was  very  fresh,  and  some  of  the  smaller  yact 
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had  as  much  as  they  could  safely  carry  sail  under,  eareeniug  over  dan- 
gerously, iu  this  way  they  proceeded,  till  the  Sybil  carried  away  her 
topsail  yard.  After  passing  the  first  flag-boat,  the  wind  died  away  con- 
siderably, and  Bijou  took  the  lead.  The  Flirt  and  Virago  then  had  a 
spirited  contest,  and  the  match  ended  thus:— 

h.  m.  b. 
.... 4  19  12 


Bijou. M 

Flirt 4  29  48 

Virago 4  30  18 


h.  m.   8. 

Dove 4  32  21 

Sybil 4  36  30 

Electric 4  37  16 


The  Bijou  was  the  winner. 

Several  rowing  matches  by  yachts*  gigs  and  fishermen's  boats  wound 
up  the  sports  of  the  day. 

Second  Day. — The  weather  was  particularly  fine,  but  with  very  light 
winds.  The  first  prize  was  for  the  Howth  Cup,  value  £30,  for  yachts 
not  exceeding  35  tons;  a  time  race. 

The  following  entered:-— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  Lutfor  1857. 


No. 

60 

1028 

79 

102 
1038 


Yachts'  Name*. 


Atalanta 
Vigilant . 
Banba.... 

Dove 

Bijou  .... 
Virago.... 


Riff. 


cutter 

27 

cutter 

32} 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

10 

sloop 

12 

Torts. 


Owners. 


FT.  Scovell,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
VV.  J.  Doberty,  Esq. 
T.  Keogh,  E*q. 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
Capt.  Byrne 


They  started  at  lh.,  Banba  with  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Vigilant, 
Virago,  and  Atalanta.  The  Vigilant  on  passing  the  first  buoy  took  the 
lead,  which  she  maintained  till  the  finish.     They  arrived  at  the  goal  as 

follows: — 

h.    m.    s.  1  h.    m.    s. 

Vigiiant 7     16      3    Banba. 7    36     15 

Atalanta 7    22    40  |  Bijou 7    43      0 

The  Banba  was  declared  the  winner,  but  by  what  rule  in  yachting 
we  cannot  comprehend. 

The  second  race  was  for  a  purse  of  £10,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  10 
tons;  time  race,  for  which  the  following  started: — 

Numbered  as  in  Bunts  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1857. 


No. 

381 
927 


Yachts'  Names. 


Flirt 
Sybil 

903|Scamp. 

960 

102 


Torment. 

Bijou. 

Electric... 


Rig 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


8 

H 

10 

5 
10 

7* 


Owners. 


R.  Battley,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Hodgans,  Esq. 
M.  Creagh,  Esq. 
J.  Todhunter,  Esq. 
B.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
R.  M.  Grinnell,  Esq. 
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Then  wai  nearly  a  dead  calm,  and  they  were  some  time  in  getting 
off,  but  they  managed  to  make  a  very  interesting  race,  in  which  the 
pretty  Flirt  wae  the  winner.  Thia  yacht  wae  the  winner  of  the  Prince 
Walea  Yacht  Club  Challenge  Cup  last  year,  and  on  the  death  of  her 
owner  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Bailey. 

Several  capital  rowing  matches  terminated  an  excellent  regatta. 


CRICCJETH  REGATTA. 


Oh  the  20th  August,  the  aquatic  revels  were  held  in  the  beautiful  bay,  and 
we  feel  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  our  yacht  owners  particularly,  the 
following  description,  obligingly  forwarded  to  us  by  one  who  is  desirous  of 
seeing,  next  season,  a  numerous  attendance  of  yachts. 

Criccieth  is  almost  peculiarly  endowed  with  those  rich  and  varied  attrac- 
tions of  scenery,  which  nature  has  so  liberally  uestowed  on  this  romantic 
and  beautiful  country  "  the  land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood."  Whilst 
it  offers  an  endless  source  of  gratification  to  the  lover  of  the  picturesque  and 
the  sublime,  it  furnishes  matter  for  contemplation  and  study  to  the  historian 
and  antiquary.  The  most  prominent  object  which  arrests  attention  is  the 
Castle,  its  grey  ruins  frowning  from  their  elevated  position.  This  fortress 
supposed  to  have  been  erected  in  the  time  of  King  John,  stands  on  a  rocky 
eminence,  jutting  into  the  sea,  towards  which  it  presents  a  lofty,  bold,  and 
rugged  front.  On  either  side,  extending  for  a  considerable  distance,  is  a 
fine  pebbly  beach,  the  vast  expanse  of  Cardigan  Bay  stretching  ont  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  while  inland  the  Snowdontan  mountains  tower  majestically 
in  the  distance. 

It  will  be  easily  seen  that  the  bay  at  this  part  is  remarkably  well  adapted 
for  the  purpose  of  a  regatta,  their  being  none  of  those  tidal  difficulties  and 
impediments  presented  in  narrow  channels  or  branches  of  the  sea.    In  clear 
weather  the  competitors  may  easily  be  distinguished  throughout  a  course  of 
many  miles. 

On  Wednesday  the  sun  set  in  a  sea  of  glory  behind  the  western  hills,  the 
precursor  of  a  fine  day.    The  morning  of  Thursday  was,  however,  sultry, 
the  wind,  if  such  a  phenomenon  could  be  said  to  exist,  being  from  the  north- 
east.   The  Blue  Jackets  looked  anxious  from  sea  to  sky,  and  vice  versa, 
whistling  for  a  breeze,  but  the  ocean,  like  a  sheet  of  glass,  remained  un- 
ruffled, reflecting  from  its  mirrored  surface  the  fields  of  golden  grain  and 
velvet  sward  covering  its  shelving  banks,  and  reproducing  the  numerous  w 
trimmed  craft  which  studded  the  water,  their  canvas  hanging  listlessly,     1 
wards  noon  there  was  a  better  prospect  of  sport.    A  slight  beeeae  h 
sprung  up,  obedient  to  which  the  St.  George's  ensign,  on  the  summit  of  f 
Castle,  nodded  in  friendly  recognition  to  the  numerous  flags  and  stream 
in  the  bay;  and,  as  the  company  began  to  assemble  on  the  Castle  Hill- 
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well  appointed  band  of  music  playing  lively  air* — the  scene  was  lull  of  ani- 
mation and  gaiety. 

♦The  arrangements  for  the  regatta  were  most  satisfactory,  reflecting  the 
highest  credit  on  £.  W.  Mathew,  Esq.,  of  Wern,  the  steward.  The  Daunt- 
less life-boat  was  stationed  off  the  castle  as  a  flag-boat,  where  all  the  signals 
were  made  by  means  of  flags,  as  follows:— station  signal,  blue  peter,  half 
mast  high;—"  prepare,"  white  flag — "  make  sail,"  red  flag — "  slip  and  away" 
blue  peter. 

There  were  Are  prizes  foe  sailing  boats,-  and  one  for  yachts, — the  Criccieth 
Cup. — This  was  a  silver  claret  jug,  beautifully  chased,  on  which  was  inscribed 
"  Criccieth  Regatta  Cup,  1857.*'  It  was  offered  for  yachts  under  20  tons, 
but  with  regret  we  add  there  were  ^  no  entries,  and  the  prize  remains  for  a 
future  occasion. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  purse  of  15  sovereigns,  divided  between  the  first 
three  boats,  viz.  Gwylan,  Mr.  Lewis,  Flirt,  Mr.  Homfray,  and  Daniel,  Mr. 
Morris.  This  was  a  beautifully  sailed  race,  and  they  were  loudly  cheered  on 
arrival. 

The  next  race  was  for  a  purse  of  7  sovereigns,  which  was  divided  between 
the  John  Edwards,  Marquis,  and  Red,  White,  and  Blue,  being  the  only  three 
boats  entered. 

Other  sailing  matches  followed,  and  aquatics  finished  with  a  well  contested 
rowing  match . 

The  pleasureable  expressions  of  all  present  lead  us  to  hope  that  next  year 
will  ecliips-  the  present,  and  that  it  may  be  attended  by  a  numerous  flotilla 
of  yachts. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

Thb  members  of  this  flourishing  Club  concluded  their  first  year's  pro- 
ceedings by  dining  together  in  the  Globe  Hotel,  J.  Smith,  Esq ,  of  Jordan- 
hill,  Commodore  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  Lord  Provost  and  Colonel 
Pole,  Commander  of  the  Forces  of  the  Western  district. 

After  the  usual  loyal  and  constitutional  toasts,  the  Commodore  proposed 
44  Prosperity  to  the  Club."  He  observed  that  model  yacht  clubs  presented 
a  new  feature  in  yachting.  Like  many  important  institutions,  they  originated 
in  small  beginnings,  in  fact,  in  the  beautiful  little  models,  which,  whoever 
visited  Hyde  Park,  must  have  observed  on  the  Serpentine.  This  had  been 
gradually  extended,  and  model  clubs  similar  to  their  own  had  been  established 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  with  great  success,  and  their  importance 
universally  recognised.  Their  owners  and  crews,  as  bad  been  well  observed 
in  a  late  number  of  Hunts  Yachting  Magazine,  formed  the  bones  and  sinews 
of  yachters.  In  large  vessels  the  owuer  had  often  to  depend  on  the  master; 
in  small  craft  the  owners  themselves  were  both  master  and  crews,  and  could 
not  fail  to  acquire  practical  knowledge.  No  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions 
was  so  well  fitted  for  yachting  in  all  its  branches  as  their  own  beautiful  Clyde; 

NO.  11. — VOL.  VI.  3  T 


502  HUNTf8  YACHTING  MAGAZINE. 

and  judging  from  the  success  of  their  first  campaign,  and  their  preparations 
for  next,  be  augured  their  continued  success — a  success  in  a  great  measure 
due  to  the  good  feeling  which  distinguished  the  members  of  the  Club.  (Great 
cheering.) 

The  Commodore  then  proposed  the  Lord  Provost.  The  manner  in  which 
he  had  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  great  community  required  no  eulogium 
from  him.  (Great  cheering.)  He  however,  considered  him  fortunate  in 
having  the  opportunity  of  conferring  important  benefits,  not  only  upon  the 
city,  but  upon  the  nation.  They  could  not  forget  how  well  he  had  upheld 
the  diguitity  of  the  city  in  its  reception  of  the  British  Association—- a  recep- 
tion he  knew,  as  an  active  member  of  the  Association,  was  unrivalled  by  any 
other  city  of  the  empire— the  success  of  which  was  mainly  due  to  the  exer- 
tions and  princely  hospitality  of  their  Chief  Magistrate.  Mr.  Smith  also 
dwelt  on  the  importance  of  his  exertions  in  the  acquisition  of  the  M'Lellao 
collection  of  pictures,  and  the  improvements  in  the  Cathedral,  especially  in 
the  painted  windows.  These  exertions  had  been  rewarded  by  the  high 
honours  which  awaited  him — 

'  Well  has  he  won  them, 
May  he  wear  them  long.' 

(Drank  with  unbounded  applause.) 

His  Lordship  having  returned  thanks 

Mr.  Munn  proposed  Mr.  Steven  as  croupier,  and  as  a  successful  compe- 
titor. 

Mr.  Steven  replied,  and  proposed  '  The  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  *  in 
felicitous  terms. 

Mr.  Reid  returned  thanks,  and  begged  to  propose  (  The  City  of  Glasgow 
and  its  Shipping,  as  allied  to  yacht  clubs/ 

The  Lord  Provost  replied,  and  before  sitting  down  claimed  a  bumper  for 
their  chairman,  who  had  so  well  filled  the  chair  that  evening 

Mr.  Smith  replied  in  suitable  terms. 

Mr.  Buchanan  proposed  '  The  Strangers'  who  had  honoured  the  Club  with 
their  company,  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Minard  Castle. 

The  Commodore  then  proposed  the  health  of  their  honorary  secretary,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  whose  exertions  were  indefatigable,  and  whose  assistance  had  ren- 
dered bis  duties  as  commodore  light  and  most  agreeable.  He  now  asked 
his  assistance  in  the  performance  of  his  present  duties  as  chairman,  aa  his 
carriage  had  been  announced. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  having  returned  thanks,  took  the  chair,  and  craved  a  bum- 
per to  the  health  of  the  winners  of  the  year,  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr. 
Grant. 

The  Chairman  again  requested  a  flowing  bumper  to  the  health  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  had  been  the  means  of  procuring  for  us  the 
Admiralty  warrant,  to  fly  the  blue  ensign  of  Her  Majesty's  fleet.— Dru  * 
with  all  the  honours. 

Several  other  healths  were  drunk,  amongst  others  that  of  Robert  Ha 
Esq ,  inventor  of  the  new  system  of  flag  making,  which  had  first  been  carric 
out  in  the  Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Burgee ;  (and  which  we  noticed  in  oc 
September  number  p.  417,)  also  that  of  Mr.  Fyfe,  of  Fairlie,  in  replying  t 
which,  Mr.  Fyfe  remarked  that  he  had  that  evening  received  an  order  for 
26  tonner  from  a  member  present. 

After  spending  a  most  happy  evening,  the  members  separated. 
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New  York  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

This  deeply  interesting  event  to  the  lovers  of  aquatic  sports,  and,  indeed,  to 
all  who  feel  a  pride  in  the  progress  of  naval  architecture  in  America,  came 
off  on  June  4th,  and  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say,  that  it  was  conducted 
with  a  spirit,  and  attended  with  a  success,  which  excelled  the  efforts  and 
eclat  of  any  previous  year. 

The  day  was  admirably  suited  to  the  lace ;  the  temperature  being  soft 
and  genial  for  the  spectators,  and  the  breeze,  S.S.W.,  being  sufficiently 
fresh  to  develope  the  higher  qualities  of  the  first  class  craft,  without  being 
too  strong  to  interfere  with  the  chances  of  the  smaller  fry.  Extensive  pre- 
parations had  been  made,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  their  guests ;  while,  for  the  service  of  the  general  public,  two  large 
steamers,  and  innumerable  schooners,  sloops,  pilot-boats,  yachts,  and  sail- 
boats were  put  in  requisition.  The  Committee  had  likewise  provided  two 
steamers  to  attend  on  the  excursion.  The  first  of  these,  the  Erie — a  large, 
fine,  roomy  boat— was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  ladies  and  the  families 
which  radiate  from  the  members  of  the  club;  and  the  other,  the  little,  but 
swift,  J.  L.  Stevens,  was  allotted  to  the  active  committee  of  the  day,  the 
judges,  the  press,  and  those  bon  vivontg  of  the  club,  who  preferred  the  free- 
and-easy  drink  and  smoke,  and  occasional  dip  into  .a  very  fine  lunch,  to 
the  constraints  of  female  presence  and  fashionable  style.  There  was  really 
a  brilliant  assemblage  on  board  the  Erie ;  and  it  was  a  treat  quite  worthy, 
even,  of  the  loungers  of  the  lobby  of  the  Academy,  to  stand  at  the  head  of 
the  Spring-street  pier,  while  she  was  taking  in  her  freight,  to  see  the  volup- 
tuous piles  of  silk  and  puffs  of  lawn  plop  from  the  private  and  other  coaches 
upon  the  dusty  wharf.  The  whole  length  of  the  pier  was  one  clash  of  sheen 
and  gabble  of  soft  voices,  while  the  perfumes  that  were  thus  shook  around 
at  every  step,  overwhelmed,  for  the  first  and  only  time  in  the  history  of  that 
neighbourhood,  the  ancient  aroma  that  exhaled,  sedately  but  inexorably,  from 
the  established  fish  cars  and  oyster  boats  that  are  almost  native  to  the  spot. 
Nearer  to  the  head  of  the  wharf  lay  the  J.  L.  Stevens,  and  while  the  above- 
described  angelic  troop  swept  over  to  the  end,  small  instalments  of  indivi- 
duals, with  short  sporting  jackets,  wide-awakes,  a  multiplicity  of  straps,  and 
flasks,  and  portable  conveniences  hung  all  over  them,  were  getting  on  board 
in  that  quarter. 

At  a  quarter  past  ten  the  work  of  embarkation  was  over — the  steam  pipes 
ceased  their  screaming,  and  in  an  agreeably  contrasting  vein  of  quiet,  we 
steamed  over  to  the  Jersey  side.  There,  we  found  the  winged  coursers  all 
folded,  and  riding  at  their  anchors,  in  three  different  lines.  The  smaller,  or 
third  class  boats  lying  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  stake- boat;  the 
second  class  boats  Ijing  half  that  distance  nearer,  and  the  larger,  or  first 
class  boats  lying  right  even  with  the  "  score,"  to  which  they  were  obliged  to 
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return  to  win.  This  order  was  followed  for  the  convenience  of  the  start,  and 
to  the  end  that  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  view  of  the  field  of  operations, 
we  give,  in  the  following  table,  the  positions  and  conditions  as  we  found  them 
before  the  signal  for  the  start  was  fired.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rale  of 
measurement  is  by  the  area  of  the  sails — it  being  evident  that  the  best  model 
is  that  which  moves  fastest  under  the  smallest  sails. 

Third  Class.— Containing  Yachts  carrying  less  than  2300  square  feet  of  can- 

Allowance  time—  1$  seconds  per  square  foot 


vas. 


Yachts'  Name* 


Luckey 

Margaret 

Island  Fawn..... 

t»*y 

Richmond. 

{Wavelet 

Escort 


Entered  by 


C.F.  Morton. 

J.  Simonson. 

C.  T.  Cromwell... 
H.  A.  Denison...... 

R.  H.  Thomas..... 

C.  H.  Mallory. 

D.  D.  Willetts  .... 
D.  L.  Lawrence... 


Eif 

Ton 

Men 

sloop 

15*2 

6 

sloop 

25*2 

8 

sloop 

17-2 

6 

sloop 

17-3 

8 

sloop 

30-3 

10 

sloop 

27*4 

9 

sloop 

31*6 

11 

sloop 

33*0 

11 

Canres 


Square  feet. 
1,505-18 
1,692-75 
1,763  69 
1,819*60 
1,84315 
1,845*61 
1,864*53 
2,196-10 


Start 


h. 

17 

12 

11 

9 

8 

8 

8 


m. 

27 

23 

04 

25 

29 

46 

17 


Sbcoxd  Class.— -Carrying  2800  and  upwards,  but  less  than  3300  square  feet 
Allowance  of  time — lj  seconds  per  square  foot. 


Rowena 

America 

Madgie. 

Undine 

Sea  Drift 

Una 

Minnie 

Irene 


M.  W.  Bacon 

D.  C«  Eingland.... 

H.  F.  Loper 

L.  W.  Jerome. 

J.  S.  Holhrook 

W.  B.  Duncan 

W.  H.  Thomas.... 
J.  D.  Johnson-.... 


sloop 

40*5 

12 

schner 

69-5 

20 

sloop 

89*8 

20 

sloop 

44*0 

13 

schner 

63-7 

18 

sloop 

67*5 

20 

sloop 

591 

17 

sloop 

57-8 

17 

2,363-25 

14 

48 

•2,701-97 

7 

61 

2,773*77 

6 

21 

2,788*33 

6 

03 

+2,828*83 

5 

12 

8,064*21 

— 

22 

3,066*18 

_ 

15 

3,078*40 

— 

— 

Fibst  Class.— Carrying  8300  square  feet  and  upwards.    Allowance  of  time- 

1  second  per  square  foot. 


Widgeon 
Julia...... 

Haze 

Sylvie.... 
Favorita. 


D.  M.  Edgar 

J.  M.  Waterbury. 
M.  H.  GrinnelL... 
W.  A.  Stebbtns.... 
A.  C.  Kingsland... 


schner 
sloop 
schner 
schner 
schner 


101*9 

26 

83*4 

24 

87-2 

22 

105*4 

26 

138  0 

35 

•3,072*25 

26 

21 

3,407*24 

19 

46 

•3,542*50 

17 

31 

•3*784*05 

13 

29 

•4,593*20 

— 

— 

The  race  was  one  of  twenty  miles  and  back,  the  direction  being  south  to 
the  8taten  Island  shore,  and  there,  after  passing  round  a  stake-boat  moored 
near  the  land,  to  cross  the  bay  in  a  direct  line  to  the  other  shore,  and  from 
thence,  bearing  diagonally  in  a  south-west  course  to  a  buoy  which  is  termed 
the  South- west  Spit. 

At  ten  minutes  to  eleven,  every  boat  laid  quietly  at  its  anchor— but  around 
the  masts  of  the  larger  craft,  and  on  their  forecastles,  hard  by  the  ancho; 
stood  anxiou6  groups  ready  for  the  signal  to  hoist  killock  and  make  saiL   i 
ten  minutes  to  eleven,  the  groups  on  the  smaller  boats  were,  if  anything,  st 
more  eager  and  attentive  than  any  of  the  rest,  for  to  them  the  signal  was 

•  The  allowance  to  schooners,  of  ten  per  cent,  ie  deducted  in  the  above  are 

f  Did  not  start. 
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give  its  order  first.  The  crowds  that  lined  the  shore,  or  that  blackened  the 
bending  steamers  in  the  vicinity,  or  that  rocked,  or  rowed,  or  sailed  in  smaller 
craft  lazily  up  and  down,  around  the  scene  of  immediate  attraction,  became 
more  and  more  engrossed  with  expectation — when  suddenly,  the  preparation 
gun  boomed,  and  broke  the  spell.  Then  every  glass  was  raised,  and  every 
neck  was  stretched— -but  still  the  yachts  lay  with  their  wings  folded,  and 
each  figure  on  their  decks  as  fixed  as  stone.  Presently,  there  came  another 
gun ;  and  then,  as  if  by  magic,  certain  of  the  figures  in  the  squadron  were 
quickened  into  life,  and  the  little  racers  of  the  third  class  flitted  out  their 
pinions,  and  swinging  handily  into  the  stream,  ran  off  with  a  most  delightful 
breeze,  and  soon  were  beyond  our  immediate  observation* 

In  five  minutes  more,  another  gun  boomed  over  the  waters  of  the  bay,  and 
with  a  similer  celerity,  the  second  class  racers  of  the  fleet  spread  forth  their 
snowy  wings,  curved  their  heads  outward  in  the  current,  and  soon  were 
bowling  away,  each  splitting  white  water  from  its  bows  in  true  sailing  style. 
All  eyes  were  now  concentrated  on  the  line  of  universal  interest,  where  lay 
the  Haze,  Julia,  Widgeon,  Sylvia,  and  La  Favorita.  So  deep  was  the 
interest,  that  there  was  scarcely  an  object  on  the  river,  or  the  immediate 
shore,  that  could  be  seen  to  move ;  when  suddenly,  a  third  gun  broke  the 
silence  at  llh.  2m.,  and  the  fixed  figures  that  stood  at  every  rope  went 
through  a  few  active  spasms,  the  broad  pinions  that  had  so  long  laid  folded 
up  expanded  grandly  in  the  air,  and  the  entire  start  was  made — the  Julia 
being  the  first  to  get  underway. 

Shout  after  shout  rung  from  the  thousands  on  the  shore,  shout  upon  shout 
rose  from  the  swarms  upon  the  river,  and  as  the  white  flock  darted  down,  in . 
a  long  white  leaning  line,  the  Arabia  and  other  steamers  fired  salutes  of  com- 
pliment and  joy.    The  attending  steamers  then  followed  on,  and  leaning 
cowards  the  racers,  watched  the  alternations  of  the  contest  with  breathless 
observation.    The  favor  of  the  public  lay  between  the  sloop  Julia  and  the 
schooner  Haze,  but  the  former  was  the  choice  against  the  field.  Three  times 
before  she  had  been  a  winner,  and  she  was  looked  upon  as  the  crowning 
triumph  of  a  genius,  which  had  long  reaped  for  us  the  laurels  of  the  world  in 
British  waters,  and  whose  loss  the  country  will  not  in  years  be  able  to  re- 
place.*    The  Haze,  the  property  of  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  is  likewise  the  work 
of  the  same  master-mind,  but  she  does  not  jbear  such  a  load  of  victory  upon 
her  wings,  as  did  the  sloop.     Moreover,  the  Julia  had  a  crew  that  were  used 
to  triumph,  and  more  indicative  still,  she  had  at  her  helm  a  brother  of  the 
lamented  builder.    She,  as  was  said  before,  was  first  underway  among  the 
larger  yachts,  and  lying  judiciously  close  to  the  Jersey  shore,  she  saved  a 
windward  margin  to  be  used  as  occasion  might  require,  when  near  the  Staten 
Island  stake-boat.     In  this  way  they  went  tearing  down,  the  Julia  taking  the 
lead,  the  Haze  being  next,  and  the  Sylvia,  Widgeon,  and  Favorita  well  up  in 
this  order,  though  from  our  advanced  position,  and  the  endeavour  of  our 
steamer  to  take  the  lead,  we  could  not  tell  with  exactitude,  their  relations  of 
advance.    Presently  as  we  steamed  past  Bedlow's  Island,  we  by  the  aid  of 

*  The  late  George  Steers. 
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h.  m.  a. 

Sylvie. 11  56  35 

Undine II  58  20 

Widgeon 12    0    a 

Sea  Drift  .. ...  12    0  48 


our  glass,  found  the  little  Luckey  leading  the  entire  crowd ;  the  Minnie  lead- 
ing her  competitors  in  the  second  class,  but  with  the  Una  well  to  windward, 
and  evidently  destined  to  take  her  lead  away.  In  this  position,  we  passed 
on  in  our  steamer  and  stopped  at  the  Btaten  Island  stake-boat  to  see  them 
make  the  turn.    The  following  is  the  order  of  their  arrival  there:— 

State*  IffaMt  Stakt  Boat. 

h»  in.   s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Lackey 11  45    0    Madgie 11  50  30 

Una 11  46  20    Julia. 11  51  58 

Minnie. 11  47  50    Haze 11  54    5 

Irene 11  43  16    Favorita. 11  55  27 

Howena 11  49  55 

It  was  a  beautiful  sight  to  see  the  whole  crowd  of  boats  cluster  together 
in  their  progress  across  the  bay.  The  wind  being  light  at  this  point,  and 
nearly  astern,  all  were  brought  within  a  comparatively  short  distance  of  each 
other.  At  length,  however,  the  Luckey,  which  had  been  twelve  minutes  in 
crossing,  rounded  the  stake-boat  on  the  Long  Island  Bide,  and  leaned  down 
with  an  instantaneous  acceleration  of  speed  that  carried  her  far  ahead.  The 
Una  was  next  to  slowly  swing  around ;  and  then  away  she  went,  swoop- 
ing down  after  the  Luckey,  like  an  eagle  in  its  flight.  Next  followed  the 
Minnie,  and  then  the  Julia.  The  Haze,  Favorita,  and  Sylvie,  were  next 
in  order ;  and  after  them  came  the  others,  in  the  same  order  they  had  passed 
the  stake-boat  on  the  opposite  shore. 

After  passing  the  Long  Island  turn,  however,  each  darted  on  its  course 
like  hounds  that  had  been  held  in  leash,  and  the  wind  freshening  a  little  at 
the  same  time,  seemed  to  call  upon  the  larger  contestants  for  an  exhibition 
of  their  extremest  powers.  The  wind  occasionally  lighted  up,  however,  as  if 
intending  to  relieve  the  smaller  fry,  and  altogether,  a  better  average  breeze 
could  not  have  been  had,  even  if  manufactured  for  the  sport  in  hand.  Over 
the  stretch  between  the  Long  Island  stake-boat  and  the  spit,  the  contest  be- 
tween the  larger  boats  was  very  interesting,  and  many  who  had  bet  the  odds 
upon  the  Julia,  or  whose  souvenirs  of  her  victories  inclined  their  sympathies 
in  her  favor,  were  considerably  disturbed  to  see  the  Haze,  with  towering  can- 
vas and  a  conqueror's  step,  overhaul  her  foot  by  foot,  until  she  took  the  lead. 
The  general  view  of  the  whole  scene  was  very  beautiful  to  those  who  were 
on  the  steamers  in  the  rear.  Covering  a  distance  between  two  and  three 
miles,  the  entire  fleet  stretched  out  in  nearly  a  direct  line,  and  as  their  slightly 
curving  sails  stood  stiffly  up  in  long  array,  and  darted  forward  into  space, 
they  looked  like  a  long  row  of  gigantic  scythe-blades  reaping  the  harvest  of 
the  wind.     They  rounded  in  the  following  order : — 

The  South  West  Spit 
h.  m.   s. 

Sylvie 

Irene , 

Madgie , 

Luckey 

Margaret 

Undine 


h. 

m. 

8. 

Una 

59 

0 

Richmond  ... 

...     1 

1 

0 

1 

20 

...     1 

2 
2 

3 
3 

0 

...     1 

5 

15 

55 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


4  15 

5  5 

6  45 

7  5 

7  34 

8  15 


h.  m. 
Island  Fawn  ...   I     8 

Escort 1     9 

Widgeon 1   11 

Kowena 1   13 

America I  16 

Sea  Drift 1  20 
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The  Minnie  and  Haze  turned  the  stake -boat  almost  at  the  same  moment, 
and  to  nearly  were  they  together,  that  the  bowsprit  of  the  former  struck  the 
mainsail  boom  of  the  latter.  At  this,  there  were  cries  of  u  foul!"  but  no 
injury  being  sustained  by  either,  the  excitement  immediately  subsided,  and 
the.  attention  was  turned  to  the  Julia,  Favorita,  and  Sylvie,  all  of  which 
made  the  turn  in  excellent  style— the  latter  particularly  gaining  great  ap- 
plause, by  turning  almost  on  her  own  axis. 

The  run  upward,  for  the  Long  Island  stake-boat,  was  very  animated.  The 
Haze,  for  a  while,  maintained  the  lead,  but  it  was  taken  from  her  by  the 
Favorita  at  the  Narrows,  and,  behind  the  Haze,  followed  in  order  the  Sylvie, 
I7na,  and  Julia.  At  length,  the  business  of  passing  the  Long  Island  stake- 
boat  was  performed  in  the  following  manner: — 

Long  Island  Stake  Boat  Homeward. 


h.  m.  s. 

Favorita*. 2  28    5 

Haze 2  30  45 

Sylvie 2  S3  20 

Una 2  38  55 


h.  m.  s. 

Julia 2  34  55 

Widgeon 2  35  55 

Minnie. 2  36    0 

Escort 2  86  20 


h.   m.   b. 

Richmond 2  36  30 

Luckey 2  38  30 

Madgie 2  40     5 

Irene 2  42  15 


Some  beautiful  manoeuvring  here  took  place ;  and  it  was  here  that  the 
Julia  did  herself  great  credit.  The  Favorita  passed  the  stake  boat  close, 
made  the  turn  short,  and  pointed  directly  for  the  opposite  shore,  falling  im- 
mediately into  slack  wind.  Ihe  Haze,  on  the  contrary,  ran  straight  on  for  a 
long  distance,  in  order  to  command  a  favorable  slant  of  wind.  The  Sylvie, 
also,  made  a  long  tnrn.  The  Una  followed  with  a  short  turn.  Then  came 
the  Julia,  and  by  a  long,  graceful  curve,  describing  but  half  the  stretch  of  the 
Haze,  eat  up  at  least  half  a  mile  of  distance.  The  Staten  Island  stake  boat 
at  length  was  reached  and  phssed  in  the  foils-wing  order . — 

Staten  Island  Stake  Boat  Borne. 


h.  m.  8 

Escort 3  54  50 

Madgie 3  56  29 

Irene 3  56  40 

Edgar 3  56  46 

Richmond. 3  57  17 

Island  Fawn....  3  58  31 


Luckey 

Rowena.. 4 

America 4 

Margaret. 4 

Sea  Drift 4 

Undine*. 4 


h.  m.  s. 
4    1    8 

2  45 

3  33 
3  49 
7  9 
7  34 


h.  m.  s. 

Haze 3  45  45 

Favorita. 3  46    4 

SyMe 3  48  40 

Julia 3  48  47 

Una 3  51  14 

Widgeon 3  53    0 

Minnie 3  54  18 

From  this  point  the  run  home  was  very  beautiful,  and  the  crowds  that 
thronged  all  the  adjacent  shores,  and  studded  the  decks  of  the  innumerable 
river  craft  that  were  awaiting  the  return,  added  much  to  the  excitement  of 
the  scene.  Proceeding  onward  in  advance,  the  attendant  steamers  were  the 
first  to  reach  the  stake-boat,  and  there,  in  company  with  the  thousands  who 
thronged  the  Hoboken  shore,  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  magnificent  and 
stately  leaders  in  the  race.  At  length  the  Haze  appeared,  bearing  down  gal* 
lantry  under  her  towering  canvas,  and  passed  the  stake-boat  first  amid  the 
thundering  cheers  of  the  spectators.  Next  came  the  Favorita,  to  receive  * 
similar  compliment ;  and  in  due  order  followed  the  others. 

Thus  ended  this  magnificent  affair,  and  it  may  be  aet  down  upon  the  record 
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as  decidedly  the  most  interesting  event  of  the  kind  that  Mb  ever  come  off 
in  the  New  York  waters.  It  was  supposed  by  the  uninstructed  lookers  on, 
that  the  Haze,  Una,  and  Escort  took  the  first  prises  of  their  class;  but  it 
turned  out  that  the  difference  in  canvas  gave  them  respectively  to  the  Julia, 
Rowena,  and  Luckey.  In  the  evening,  the  Committee  of  the  Yacht  Club 
met  and  awarded  the  prizes ;  and  the  following  official  report  of  the  Sailing 
Committee  was  made,  which  exhibits  the  results  of  the  race  as  far  as  the 
areas  of  canvas  set,  and  the  times  of  sailing  are  concerned  : — 

FIRST  GLASS.  m.      S. 

Sloop  Julia  beats  the  Wideon 19  42 

**            M               Silvie 25  15 

M            «              Haze 32  20 

u           "              Favorita. 44  1 

SJSOOHD  CLASS. 

Sloop  Rowena  beats  the  Hadgie 2  11 

"  "  Una 2  55 

"  "  Minnie 6  1 

«  "  Irene. 8  43 

u  "  Undine IS  34 

"  M  America, 14  24 

M  "  Sea  Drift 23  15 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Sloop  Luckey  beats  the  Edgar 3  45 

«                 Island  Fawn 3  51 

•«           "                 Richmond 4  55 

"           "                 Margaret 7  65 

"           "                 Escort 11  14 

As  protests  have  have  been  received  by  the  Committee  against  the  Julia, 

Favorita,  Minnie,  and  Luckev,  the  final  decisions  are  necessarily  reserved 

until  these  cases  are  considered. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

June  54k,  1857.  Chas.  If.  Haswbix. 

The  Prizes. — The  first,  a  pair  of  beautiful  silver  dishes,  the  covers  of  which 
can  be  used  as  another  pair,  splendidly  mounted,  all  of  solid  silver  :  the  se- 
cond, a  liquor  and  decanter  stand,  to  hold  three  decanters,  the  handles  and 
racks  are  imitation  rope,  the  feet  solid  silver  dolphins,  racks  for  cigars,  and 
apparatus  for  lighting,  all  of  solid  silver,  mounted  with  several  nice  little 
silver  sailors :  the  third,  a  silver  water  pitcher  and  salver,  with  an  imitation 
rope  handle.  The  outside  prize,  value  250  dollars,  was  a  beautiful  silver 
wine  cooler,  an  exact  foe  simile  of  an  ordinary  ship's  bucket.  This  latter  was 
got  up  by  subscription,  to  test  the  speed  of  schooners,  without  reference  to  the 
amount  of  sail  they  spread. 

Protests.— The  Committee  having  met  to  consider  the  protests,  decide 
that,  the  prizes  in  the  several  classes  were  respectively  won  by  the  Julia, 
Rowena,  and  Luckey,  and  that  the  Widgeon  is  the  winner  of  the  (outsi 
prize  for  the  schooners  of  the  first  class. 

The  committee  recommend  that  all  yachts  entering  for  a  regatta  shall 
provided  with  two  pieces  of  canvas,  on  which  shall  be  painted,  in  red,  tl 
number  on  the  list  of  entries,  one  of  which  their  owners  be  required  to  sec 
on  each  side  of  the  mainsails  of  their  yachts. 

London— HUNT,  Printer,  6,  New  Church  Street,  N.W. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

In  giving  a  summary  of  winning  yachts  during  the  past  season,  some 
errors  perhaps,  will  appear,  notwithstanding  the  most  careful  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  its  production ;  and  we  call  the  attention  of  those 
owners  of  yachts  that  are  misrepresented  to  rectify  such  errors  should 
any  be  found  in  the  subjoined  tables. 

The  number  of  winners  this  year  (including  second  and  third 
prizes)  is  more  than  the  preceding,  and  some  that  figured  in  our  last 
list,  do  not  appear  in  this.  This  may  be  attributed  to  various  causes, 
independent  of  their  racing  qualities.  On  the  other  hand  we  have 
one  or  two  new  yachts,  that  have  gained  a  name  on  their  first  pub- 
lic appearance, — for  instance,  the  Ethel,  a  1 5-tonner,  won  four  out 
of  six  matches  she  was  engaged  in;  the  Northern  Star  also  won  a 
prize,  and  showed  some  good  points. 

The  Lulworth  has  proved  a  much  superior  yacht  than  she  had 
the  credit  for, — to  be  sure  she  has  been  altered  in  her  rig,  and  a 
considerable  reduction  made  in  her  mast.  Her  beating  the  good 
Old  Arrow  has  stamped  her  fame  as  a  clipper.  By-the-by,  we  did 
hear  that  Lulworth  was  likely  to  find  a  new  owner ;'  if  so,  we  are 
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confident  Mr.  Weld  will  not  be  idle,  but  another,  and  perhaps  even 
a  better,  will  appear  next  season. 

The  Wildfire  has  maintained  her  character  as  a  fast  vessel,  and 
she  stands  A  I ,  in  the  amount  of  winnings :  she  started  ten  times 
and  won  five.  She  was  beaten  by  Lulworth  twice,  Vestal  twice, 
and  Mosquito  once.  Her  winnings  amount  to  £302,  including  a 
challenge  cup  value  £100. 

The  Mosquito  started  eight  times,  winning  three;  she  beat  the 
Arrow  and  Wildfire  in  one  race,  and  the  Vestal  in  another,  and  was 
in  turn  beaten  by  Oithona,  Wildfire,  and  Vestal ;  and  Emmet  in  a 
time  race. 

The  Rose  of  York,  a  new  vessel  this  year  has  been  successful  in 
two  races. 

The  Vigilant  has  been  busy,  and  her  performances  good,  winning 
three  races. 

The  Cyclone  is  the  most  unsuccessful  vessel  of  the  season,  consi- 
dering the  number  of  times  she  started.  Her  owner  is  entitled  to 
great  praise  for  his  perseverance,  for  he  entered  eleven  times,  and 
winning  but  twice. 

We  miss  the  renowned  Amazon  in  our  list,  which  under  the  able 
management  of  her  late  deceased  owner,  Mr.  A  J.  Young,  was  very 
successful  last  year, 

The  regattas  and  matches  passed  off  most  satisfactorily,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Royal  Western  of  England  and  Grimsby.  In  the 
former  a  misunderstanding  arose  respecting  the  placing  of  one  of  the 
mark-buoys,  which  for  the  time  caused  some  trouble  to  the  com- 
mittee; but  it  was,  we  believe,  afterwards  amicably  settled,  although 
some  of  the  yachts  refused  to  continue  the  contest.  In  the  Grimsby 
affair  a  foul  took  place  between  the  Avalon  and  Aquiline,  and  the 
decision  was  left  to  the  Sailing  Committee  of  the  Royal  London 
Yacht  Club.  The  result  caused  the  resignation  of  Commodore 
Goodson,  most  assuredly  one  of  the  best  chief  officers  that  ever 
hoisted  a  pendant. 

With  regard  to  weather,  the  season  of  1857  differed  materially 
from  the  preceding,  which  was  often  boisterous,  rainy,  and  cold, 
whilst  in  the  present  year  we  had  scarcely  sufficient  wind  at  times  to 
make  a  good  race.  The  funds  at  the  various  regattas  were  ample 
and  freely  given ;  but  some  places  were  shorn  of  their  amusements 
by  the  non-attendance  of  a  sufficient  number  of  yachts. 
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TABLE   OF   AMOUNTS    WON. 


Yachts'  Nuae*. 


Armada 

Arrow 

Danoa  •••••••••  •••• 

Bella  « 

Bijou. 

Charm 

Comet 

Crusader 

Cyclone  , 

Cygnet 

Cymba. 

Don  Joan. 

Dove 

Eagre , 

Emmet. , 

Ethel. 

Fairy 

Fairy  Queen..... 

Flirt. 

Flirt... , 

Francis , 

Glance 

Glide. 

Jenny.. 

Julia 

Kelpie.** 

Kitten 

Lallan  Bookh..., 

Leda. 

Lily 

Little  Mosquito... 

Lulworth. 

Maria. 

Mayflower 

Midge 

Minx 

Mosquito 

North  Star 

Oithona. 

PearL 

Phantom..... 

Plover 

Quiver 

Rapid 

Rose  of  York 

Secret 

Silver  Cloud. 

Snake. 

Stella 

Thought 

Torment 

Uriel 

Vampire 

Vespa 

Vesper.......... 

Vestal 

Vigilant 

Violet.- 

Wildfire. 

Zephyrine, 

Zouave 


Owners. 


T.  Chaxnherlayne . 
W7  J.  Doherty  .... 

R.  Walker 

R.D.Kane    

J.Pole    

T.  Steven   

J.  Speire 

W.  J.  Patterson    . 

Capt.  Cator   

T.  Brassey 

W.  Cooper 

C.  Putland 

Capt.  Bacon 

IE.  Gibson  

H.  E.  Bayley 

W.  H.  Lewin 

J.  Grant 

R.  Battley 

Capt.  O'Bryen 

Capt  Taylor 

C.  G.  Banks 

T.  Wilkinson 

C.  Anderson 

P.  Turner. 

T.  A.  Robinson.  ... 

R.  Leach ~ 

Viscount  Bangor.. 

A.Finlay.., 

J.  Ure 

E.  &  Buhner. 

J.  Weld 

R.  Lyall 

G.  Harrison 

Capt  Coiftmerell... 
Lord  Loridesboro.. 

T,  Groves 

G.  Harrison 

J.  M.  Rowan 

J.  &  R.  Ferguson.. 

S.  Lane 

R.  M.  Grinnell 

T.  Chamberlayne. 

A.  Bannister 

R.  Clay. 

H.  J.  Waring 

R.  Hewitt 

T.  Wilkinson 

E.  T.  Couper 

F.  O    Marshall..... 
J.  Todhunter 

E.  R.  Townsend.... 

C.  Wheeler 

T.  &  J.  Rickman.. 

G.  A.  Bevan 

F.  O.  Marshall 

J.C.  Atkins 

J.R.  Kirby 

J,T<  Turner 

H.  Chillingworth.. 
R.  Arabin 


Timet 
SUrtd 


2 

4 
4 
1 
5 
5 
1 
6 

11 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
1 
4 
3 
1 
2 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
6 
1 
1 
3 
1 
8 
3 
2 
2 
8 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 
2 
4 
8 
1 
1 
3 
1 
3 
6 
9 
4 

10 
1 
6 


Times  Value 
Won 


1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
I 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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A  YACHT  CRUISE  FROM  LERWICK  TO  BERGEN. 

In  former  days  the  coasts  of  Britain  were  often  ravaged  by  die  adven- 
turous arms  of  the  Scandinavian  Vikings,  whose  war-gaUies  were  for 
three  centuries  the  scourge  and  the  terror  of  Europe.  Olaf  of  Norway, 
in  one  of  his  plundering  expeditions,  destroyed  London  bridge;  and, 
little  more  than  six  centuries  have  elapsed,  since  the  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land Ides,  the  counties  of  Caithness  and  Sutherland,  the  Hebrides,  and 
the  western  coast  of  Scotland  from  Cape  Wrath  to  the  Mull  of  Cantire, 
were  subject  to  the  sway  of  the  Norwegian  crown.  Traces  of  that  rule 
yet  remain  in  the  common  speech  of  the  Shetlanders,  among  whom 
nearly  two  hundred  words  of  Norwegian  origin  are  still  in  ordinary  use. 
No  one,  therefore,  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  past,  can  foil  to 
look  upon  Norway  with  a  lively  interest  from  the  stirring  historical  asso- 
ciations which  yet  linger  around  her;  and,  when  to  these  are  added  the 
beauty,  variety,  and  grandeur  of  her  mountains  and  fiords,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  a  voyage  to  the  home  of  the  ancient  sea-kings,  and  the 
cradle  of  that  stalwart  Norman  race  which  gave  a  king,  and  a  nobility 
to  England,  presents  attractions  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Such  a  voyage 
too,  is  easily  accomplished  during  the  summer  season,  even  in  a  vessel 
of  very  moderate  dimensions,  though  we  should  not  exactly  like  to  at- 
tempt it  in  an  8-tonner  like  the  lively  little  "  Pet,"  which  twice  bore 
her  clever  and  adventurous  owner  from  England  to  the  Baltic.  Only  a 
narrow  sea  separates  the  Shetland  islands  from  the  opposite  coasts  of 
Europe;  and  no  better  point  of  departure  can  be  selected  for  a  yacht- 
cruise  to  Norway  than  the  safe  and  spacious  harbour  of  Lerwick,  from 
which,  on  a  bright  July  morning,  we  set  sail,  bound  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Bommel  Fiord.  Our  vessel  was  a  stout  cutter  of  85  tons,  a  capital 
sea-boat,  manned  by  four  hands  and  a  steward,  and  carrying  besides, 
her  owner  and  three  friends,  amply  provided  with  fishing  rods,  rifles 
sketching  materials,  and  other  requisites  for  making  the  most  of  a  short 
visit  to  "  Gamle  Norge." 

It  was  eight  o'clock  when  we  took  our  departure,  and,  although  we 
bad  a  fresh  and  favorable  breeze,  many  horn's  elapsed  before  we  lost  sight 
of  the  magnificent  promontory  of  Noss  Head,  which  rises  abruptly  700 
feet  above  the  waves  of  the  northern  ocean.  At  9  next  morning  we 
were  in  right  of  the  rocky  island  of  Udsire,  conspicuous  from  its  twin 
red  painted  light  towers.  On  getting  close  to  the  island,  we  hove  to, 
and  hoisted  the  signal  for  a  pilot,  and  soon  observed  a  small  fragile  skiff 
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sailing  oat  from  the  island  to  board  us.  There  was  a  heavy  sea  running? 
and,  in  the  trough  of  the  wares,  we  could  see  nothing  but  the  top  of  her 
mast  The  pilot  was  a  remarkably  good  looking  young  fellow,  with 
fair  hair,  bright  complexion,  and  tall  athletic  figure.  After  taking  him 
on  board,  we  stood  away  lor  the  BOmmel  Fiord,  the  entrance  to  which 
is  guarded  on  either  side  by  low  barren  rocks,  100  acres  of  which  would 
scarcely  feed  a  single  sheep.  With  the  exception  of  this  utter  sterility, 
the  general  aspect  of  the  scenery  at  this  point  much  resembles  that  of  a 
sea-loch  in  the  western  highlands  of  Scotland.  As  we  advanced,  how- 
ever the  landscape  improved;  clean  wooden  cottages  with  tiled  room 
were  perched  among  the  rooks,  and  grass  and  trees,  began  to  appear* 
We  passed  several  gaudily  painted  vessels  descending  the  fiord.  One 
of  them,  in  a  coat  of  green,  black,  and  yellow,  all  of  the  brightest  tints, 
and  carrying  every  sail  set,  was  yet  a  most  picturesque  looking  'crafty 
and  would  have  delighted  a  painter's  eye. 

Near  die  snug  little  village  and  harbour  of  Mosterhaven,  (above  which 
tiie  fiord  assumes  the  name  of  Hard  anger,)  we  observed  a  most  primitive 
looking  lighthouse  built  of  wood,  painted  white,  and^with  a  tiled  roofr 
perched  upon  a  cliff,  but  little  elevated  jibove  the  level  'of  the  fiord. 
Close  to  Mosterhaven  our  pilot  landed,  and  we  procured  another  who 
was  to  convey  us  first  to  Bondhus  on  the  Moranger  fiord,  and  afterwards 
to  Yik  at  the  head  of  the  Haidanger.  The  pilot  who  brought  us  from 
Udsire  to  Mosterhaven,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven  miles,  had  inherited 
a  double  portion  of  the  plundering  propensities  of  his  piratical  ancestors. 
He  had  the  assurance  to  demand  £2  for  his  four  hours '^work,  and  we 
ultimately  succeeded  in  beating  him  down  to  7£>  dollars,  an  exorbitant 
sum  for  all  that  he  had  done.  Like  most  of  the  Norwegian  pilots,  he 
asked  for  "  schnapps  "  the  moment  he  came  on  board,  and  tossed  of  a 
glass  of  strong  Scotch  whisky  as  if  it  had  been  water.  His  successor 
was  an  old  man,  still  hale  and  active,  apparently  about  sixty  years* 
of  age  but,  according  to  his  own  account,  seventy-five,  with  a  face 
whose  skin,  in  colour  and  texture,  resembled  old  parchment  from  con- 
stant exposure  to  the  weather.  He  wore  a  sou'-wester  hat,  an  old 
patched  jacket,  trousers  of  coarse  gray  stuff,  and  a  waistcoat  of  pilot 
cloth,  over  which  the  trousers  were  buttoned;  and  he  brought  with  him 
a  bag  made  of  coarse  sacking  which  contained  his  pea  jacket  and  other 
articles  of  clothing. 

Above  Mosterhaven  the  landscape  becomes  finer  and  more  varied;  the 
broad  bosom  of  die  fiord  is  dotted  over  with  islands;  innumerable  bays 
and  creeks  indent  its  shores;  small  hamlets  and  villages  nestle  in  all  the 
move  sheltered  and  fertile  spots;  the  hills  and  crags  are  fringed  with 
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wood;  and  high  mountain  peaks  and  snow-crowned  ridges  begin  to  ap- 
•pear  in  the  background.  The  distance  from  Mftsterhaven  to  the  village 
of  Bondhus  at  the  head  of  the  Moranger  Fiord  is  about  fifty  miles;  and, 
at  the  point  where  that  fiord  diverges  from  the  Hardanger,  the  scenery 
is  particularly  grand  and  impressive.  A  green  wooded  promontory 
stretches  almost  across  the  opening  of  the  Moranger,  so  that  entrance 
seems  at  first  sight  impossible.  On  this  promontory  stands  the  small 
village  of  jEnaes,  while  beyond,  steep  mountains  shoot  boldly  up  from 
the  fiord  with  scarped  and  furrowed  sides,  but  with  trees  springing  from 
every  ledge  where  a  little  soil  supplies  nourishment  for  their  roots.  Ob 
the  same  side,  and  a  little  above  jEnaes,  is  a  very  lofty  and  precipitous 
rock-face  dipping  sheer  down  into  the  fiord;  and  about  a  mile  further  up 
a  most  magnificent  waterfall,  clothing  a  vast  crag  with  a  flowing  drapery 
of  snowy  foam.  We  estimated  its  height  at  about  300  feet,  and  its 
breadth  at  the  widest  part  at  200.  It  rushes  over  the  cliff  from  amidst 
a  fringe  of  foliage  in  three  separate  streams  perpendicularly  for  the 
•first  150  feet,  and  then  dashes  into  the  fiord  over  a  long  steep  slope  of 
jagged  rooks.  The  lower  fall  spreads  out  to  a  great  breadth,  and 
brightens  the  dark  cliff  with  wreaths  and  whirls  of  sparkling  foam, 
which  find  rest  at  length  after  their  vexed  career  in  the  green  waters  of 
the  Moranger.  The  vast  water  power  here  developed  has  been  turned 
to  some  account  by  the  Norwegians.  The  lower  fall  is  divided  into 
two  portions  by  a  green  promontory  which  juts  out  into  the  fiord;  and 
4m  this  stands  a  rude  and  primitive  saw  mill  with  stone  foundations,  but 
built  of  wood  and  roofed  with  shingles.  Near  it  is  a  still  ruder  and 
smaller  mill— something  like  those  still  in  use  in  Shetland — moved 
by  a  small  horizontal  wheel  placed  under  the  shed  in  which  the  mill- 
atones  work.  Passing  JEnaes  and  its  magnificent  waterfall,  we  con- 
tinued our  course  up  the  Moranger,  and  soon  opened  on  our  right  the 
village  of  Bondhus  with  its  narrow  valley  closed  in  by  steep  mountains, 
between  two  of  which  lies  the  glacier  of  Bondhus,  rifted  and  seamed  by 
chasms  and  crevices,  and  with  the  blue  gleam  of  its  ice  catching  the  eye, 
and  marking  it  out  from  the  adjoining  snow-field  of  the  Folge&mde. 
Our  pilot,  unfortunately,  turned  out  a  thorough  imposter.  He  had 
never  been  up  the  Moranger  fiord,  and,  instead  of  anchoring  at  Bondhus, 
took  us  up  to  Fladbtt  at  the  head  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Moranger; 
and  then  gave  orders  to  let  go  the  anchor  close  to  the  shore,  on  which 
a  pretty  stiff  breeze  was  blowing  at  the  time.  The  result  was  that  we 
got  no  bottom  with  40  fathoms  of  chain  out;  and  were  nearly  driven  on 
ahore  owing  to  his  ignorance  and  presumption.  A  Norwegian  obligingly 
.rowed  out  from  FladbO,  and  told  us  there   was  no  anchorage,  and  thnt 
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we  had  already  passed  Bondhus,  a  fact  which  seemed  greatly  to  astonish 
our  Palinurus;  but,  after  the  specimen  we  had  had  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  Moranger,  it  was  impossible  to  trust  him  to  bring  os  to  at  Boodhus, 
00  we  determined  to  retrace  our  course  to  the  Hardanger,  with  which  he 
seemed  somewhat  better  acquainted.  It  was  a  beautiful  calm  evening 
when  we  re-entered  the  Hardanger,  and  the  view  looking  back  towards 
the  mountains  around  JEnaes  was  very  striking.  One  dark  conical 
mass  in  particular  stood  boldly  forward,  with  its  sharp  peak  streaked 
with  patches  of  snow,  while  behind  rose  a  noble  mountain  range  sweep- 
ing round  in  a  grand  curve,  its  summits  clothed  with  heavy  masses  of 
snow.  Here  we  were  becalmed  for  nearly  twelve  hours,  and  then,  get* 
ting  a  favorable  breeze,  rapidly  passed  the  pretty  villages  of  Jondal  and 
Strandebarm,  and,  at  Vikor,  entered  a  long  reach  of  the  Hardanger, 
which  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  large  inland  sea*  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  sameness  in  this  part  of  the  scenery,  but  still  it  is  very  picturesque 
and  pleasing.  Green  swells  of  land,  generally  well  wooded,  rising  from 
sweet  pastoral  valleys;  and,  beyond  these,  steep  crags  and  lofty  summits 
with  specks  of  snow  brightening  the  dulness  of  their  grey  peak* 

A  little  above  Vikor,  on  the  same  side  of  the  fiord,  is  a  splendid 
waterfall,  several  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  with  a  great  body  of  water. 
It  is  almost  buried  in  foliage,  and  its  white  foaming  stream  contrasts 
finely  the  green  clothing  of  the  mountain  side.  We  heard  the  roar  of 
this  cataract  long  before  we  came  abreast  of  it  It  is  the  third  grand 
waterfall  pouring  into  the  Hardanger,  as,  besides  that  near  iEnaes, 
there  is  another  above  Tondal,  not  far  from  the  spot  where  a  magnificent 
range  of  precipices  of  dark  purple  rock  overhang  the  deep  waters  of  the 
fiord.  Waterfalls,  indeed,  form  a  principal  mature  in  the  landscape  of 
the  Hardanger;  for,  hi  addition  to  the  three  principal  falls,  innumerable 
minor  cascades— from  the  tiny  thread  of  foam  lost  in  mist  before  it 
reaches  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  up  to  the  size  of  the  mil  of  Foyers,— 
lend  their  tribute  to  its  waters*  Many  of  the  houses  along  the  banks  of 
the  fiord  are  fantastically  painted,  generally  in  the  brightest  colours.  We 
observed  one,  the  front  of  which  was  painted  white,  the  roof  red,  and.  the 
gable  end  red  with  a  white  line  around  it;  another  had  the  upper  story 
red  and  the  under  white;  and  many  were  entirely  red.  There  is  not 
much  level  ground;  but  every  available  space  is  taken  advantage  of  for 
building  or  farming.  The  want  of  animal  life  on  the  Hardanger  is  very 
striking.  We  saw  but  few  birds,  and  these  were  so  shy  that  they  would 
scarcely  let  tt&get  within  rifle  shot 

Near  the  pretty  village  of  Utne,  one  of  the  sweetest  spots  on  the 
Hardanger,  the  fiord  takes  a  sharp  and  sudden  bend  to  the  south,  and 
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the  scenery  increases  in  boldness  and  beauty.  Utne,  with  its  clean, 
brightly  painted  wooden  houses,  occupies  a  beautiful  situation  at  the 
mouth  of  a  green  wooded  valley  on  the  south-eastern  shore  of  the  fiord. 
Opposite  to  it  is  the  opening  of  the  Eide  fiord,  and  above  it,  that  of  the 
8ttr  Fiord,  two  branches  of  the  great  Hardanger,  the  last  of  which 
stretches  away  to  the  glaciers  and  snowfields  of  the  Folgefonde,  one  of 
the  mightiest  accumulations  of  ice  and  snow  in  Norway.  We  were  much 
amused  this  morning  by  our  aged  Palinurus.  After  a  capital  breakfast 
on  beef,  biscuits,  and  coffee,  he  asked  for  tobaooo;  and,  on  being  offered 
some  Latakia,  seised  a  handful  that  would  have  filled  half  a  doaen  pipes, 
and  deliberately  crammed  it  into  his  mouth.  Certainly  for. a  man  of 
75  he  had  a  wonderful  digestion. 

Beyond  the  opening  of  the  Sttr  Fiord  the  Hardanger  again  stretches 
in  a  north-eastern  direction,  which  it  maintains  as  far  as  Vik.  The  view 
up  the  Stir  Fiord  is  superb  ;  a  narrow  reach  of  water  trending  away  for 
miles  between  snow  capped  mountains,  those  on  the  southern  side  being 
crowned  with  the  eternal  snows  of  the  Folgefonde.  Passing  the  entrance 
of  the  Sto  Fiord,  we  stretched  away  for  our  destination,  the  village  of 
Vik,  still  10  or  12  miles  distant.  On  either  side  of  us  were  lofty  moun- 
tains, those  on  the  southern  shore  very  precipitous  and  barren,  and  those 
on  the  opposite  bank  sloping  up  in  a  succession  of  rocky  terraces  thickly 
clothed  with  wood.  The  weather  on  the  Hardanger  is  very  variable : 
calms  and  breeses  from  every  point  of  the  compass  succeeding  each  other 
with  startling  suddenness.  Towards  its  termination  the  fiord  divides 
into  three  branches  ;  the  most  northerly  leading  to  Ulvik,  the  middle 
to  Ose,  and  the  most  southern  and  principal  to  Vik,  one  of  the  post 
stations  on  the  road  from  Bergen  to  Christiana.  That  part  of  the  Har- 
danger Fiord  which  extends  from  Odde  at  the  head  of  the  Sor  Fiord  to 
Vik  is  in  shape  almost  a  crescent  about  30  miles  in  length.  From 
Odde  by  land  across  the  snow-fields  of  .the  Folgefonde  to  Bondhus  at 
the  head  of  the  Moranger  Fiord  is  only  12  miles,  and  yet  the  distance 
by  water  cannot  be  less  than  60  miles,  which  may  give  some  idea  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  Hardanger  and  its  various  branches  and  windings 
indent  and  diversify  the  surface  of  the  country. 

Shortly  before  reaching  Vik,  we  obtained  a  splendid  view  up  the  dark 
and  narrow  gorge  of  the  Seimadal,  the  distance  being  filled  up  by  the 
snowy  coronal  of  the  Hallens  Jokelen,  upwards  of  5000  feet  high. 

We  cast  anchor  at  Vik  on  the  19th  of  July,  just  48  hours  after  we 
had  entered  the  BOmmel  Fiord.  We  were  anchored  about  a  cable's 
length  from  the  shore  in  25  fathoms.  The  great  difficulty  in  the  Har- 
danger is  to  find  anchorage,  owing  to  the  extreme  depth  of  the  water, 
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varying  from  100  to  200  fathoms,  often  close  up  to  the  shore.  The  Inn 
at  Vik  stands  close  to  the  waters'  edge,  and  (for  Norway)  is  clean  and 
comfortable  ;  though  those  travellers  who  expect  carpeted  rooms,  cush- 
ioned chairs  and  sofas,  and  the  other  luxuries  of  civilised  hotels,  would 
probably  consider  its  accommodation  very  contemptible*  A  little  further 
inland  is  the  village  of  Eidfiord,  and  a  quaint  old  church  said  to  have  been 
built  long  ago  by  a  Norwegian  lady  as  an  expiation  for  having  murdered 
her  husband.  The  approach  to  the  village  leads  across  a  narrow  plain 
studded  with  stunted  birch  trees,  then  there  is  a  short  ascent  and  another 
level  dotted  over  with  the  same  scanty  vegetation.  These  flats,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  are  hemmed  in  on  each  side  by  lofty  and  pre- 
cipitous mountains,  whose  summits,  however,  are  rather  lumpy  and 
rounded  in  outline.  Across  the  valley  stretches  transversely  an  enor- 
mous mound,  3  or  400  feet  high,  which  appears  to  have  once  formed  the 
terminal  moraine  of  a  glacier.  'It  is  now  clothed  with  birch  and  fir  trees, 
and  cut  through  by  the  deep  and  rapid  torrent  which  rushes  from  the 
lake  of  Sssbo  into  the  Hardanger  Fiord. 

In  the  evening  five  young  Cantabs  arrived  at  the  inn,  having  just 
returned  from  an  excursion  to  the  Voting  Foss,  the  finest  waterfall  in 
Europe.  They  told  us  that  they  had  travelled  overland  from  Christiania, 
boating  and  walking  most  of  the  way,  They  complained  bitterly  of  the 
difficulty  of  getting  sufficient  food,  and  assured  us  that,  but  for  their  fish- 
ing rods,  they  must  have  been  nearly  starved.  We  invited  them  on 
board,  and  set  before  them  a  cold  round  of  beef  and  sundry  bottles  of 
Bass's  ale,  and  certainly  the  way  in  which  they  disposed  of  both  meat 
and  drink,  bore  ample  testimony  to  the  justice  of  their  complaints,  and 
gave  an  appalling  idea  of  the  poverty  of  Norwegian  fore.  The  round 
never  recovered  that  onslaught  Afterwards  we  all  enjoyed  a  sociable 
smoke  on  deck,  and  parted  late  in  the  evening;  they  to  go  on  early 
next  morning  to  Odde,  at  the  head  of  the  Sflr  Fiord,  and  thence  across 
the  snows  of  the  Folgefonde  to  the  glacier  of  Bondhus,  and  we  to  pre- 
pare for  an  equally  early  start  to  the  Vdring  Foss. 

At  half-past  five  next  morning  we  commenced  operations  by  a  plunge 
into  the  cold  green  waters  of  the  Hardanger  from  the  deck  of  the  cutter, 
while  two  of  our  acquaintances  of  the  preceding  evening  were  taking  a 
"  header  "  from  the  end  of  the  wooden  quay  near  the  hotel,  much  to  the 
astonishment  and  admiration  of  an  assembled  knot  of  Norwegians. 

At  half-past  six  we  started  for  the  Vtfring  Foss,  each  of  us  having  a 
guide  and  a  pony;  and,  after  a  pleasant  ride  of  a  mile,  reached  tire 
beautiful  lake  of  Sttbo,  where  we  embarked  in  one  boat,  while  our  guides 
and  ponies  got  into  another  and  heavier  one.     We  were  most  fortunate 
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in  a  day;  the  sky  was  bright  and  almost  cloudless,  and  the  sun  warm 
without  being  scorching.  The  huge  mass  of  the  moraine  cut  through  by 
the  impetuous  torrent  of  the  Lundaro  Elv  stretches  across  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  lake;  on  either  side  lofty  and  very  steep  mountains  dip 
sheer  down  into  the  clear  waters,  so  that  all  passage  except  by  boat  is 
impracticable.  Near  the  village  of  Saebo  the  hills  on  the  west  side  of 
the  lake  form  a  smooth  wall  of  rock,  where  not  a  single  tree  can  find 
a  resting  place. 

Saebo  is  situated  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lake  on  a  level 
alluvial  plain  where  good  crops  of  rye  and  potatoes  are  grown.  This 
plain  presents  its  longest  side  to  the  water,  and  gradually  narrows  inland 
until  terminated  by  the  precipices  that  overhang  the  gloomy  pass  of 
Hjelmodalen,  fit  anti-chamber  to  the  perpetual  snows  of  the  Hardanger 
Fjeld:  through  this  gorge  the  Hjelmode  EIv  flows  down  to  the  lake 
of  8»bo,  into  which  it  falls  on  one  side  of  the  valley,  while,  on  the  other, 
runs  the  Lundaro  Elv,  which  forms  the  Voring  Foes.  The  view  of  the 
plain  and  village  as  we  approached  them  from  the  lake  was  very  striking; 
everywhere  darkened  by  the  long  shadows  of  the  mountains,  except  where 
a  narrow  belt  of  bright  sunshine  gilded  the  meadows  close  to  the  water. 
A  little  beyond  Sssbo,  we  passed  a  second  moraine  similar  to  that  at 
Vik,  but  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  several  of  the  rocks  that  we  passed  in  the 
course  of  the  day  are  what  are  termed  roches  moutonees,  bearing  evi- 
dent traces  of  glacier  action.  After  crossing  this  moraine,  we  entered  a 
narrow  but  grand  rocky  defile,  which  extends  for  several  miles  in  an 
easterly  direction  to  the  foot  of  that  steep  and  lofty  ascent  which  leads 
up  to  the  level  of  the  Voring  Foes.  Proceeding  up  this  for  some  miles, 
we  came  to  a  wooden  bridge  of  a  very  picturesque,  but  exceedingly 
shaky  description,  which  spans  the  river,  here  both  deep  and  rapid.  It  is 
not  above  four  feet  wide,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  vestige  of  a  para- 
pet. Here  we  dismounted;  the  ponies  were  driven  across  singly  by  the 
guides,  and  we  followed.  Two  and  a  half  hours  from  Vik  brought  us  to 
the  little  village  of  Veita,  built  close  to  the  torrent;  and  another  half  hour 
to  a  smaller  hamlet,  beyond  which  the  path  becomes  exceedingly  bad, 
being  covered  with  large  stones  and  long  slippery  slopes  of  smooth  rock, 
and  in  some  places  so  steep  that  regular  steps  have  been  cut,  up  which 
our  Norsk  pontes  scrambled  like  cats.  On  either  side  huge  blocks  of 
stone  detached  from  the  adjacent  mountains,  hem  in  the  path.  Some 
of  these  are  of  enormous  size,  probably  100  feet  square. 

On  emerging  from  these  rocky  masses,  we  found  ourselves  on  a  nar- 
row strip  of  meadow  land,  at  whose  upper  extremity  the  river  takes  a 
sudden  bend,  and  seems  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  jaws  of  a  narrow  pass 
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formed  by  perpendicular  walk  of  rook,  shooting  up  to  a  great  height 
from  the  waters'  edge,  bo  that  further  progress  by  its  banks  becomes  im- 
possible. We  now  began  to  wonder  how  or  when  we  were  to  proceed; 
for,  on  our  left  were  the  river  and  precipices,  while,  right  in  front,  an 
excessively  steep  mountain  slope  called  the  Maabuberg,  at  least  1,200 
feet  high,  seemed  to  forbid  further  advance,  at  least  to  mounted  travel- 
lew.  But  there  are  no  limits  to  the  endurance  and  activity  of  Norwe- 
gian ponies;  and,  whoever  wishes  to  know  what  they  are  capable  of  per- 
forming, and  how  perfectly  sure-footed  they  become,  should  go  to  Vik 
and  ride  from  thence  to  the  Voring  Foes  on  the  back  of  one.  Cats  are 
nothing  to  them;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  one  of  them  might  be  safely 
ridden  to  the  top  of  Ben  Nevis,  rough,  stony,  and  steep  as  the  latter 
part  of  that  ascent  certainly  is.  We  soon  found  that  the  road  to  the 
Foss  lay  up  the  mountain  face  in  front  of  us.  A  rougher  path  can 
scarcely  be  imagined;  it  is,  however,  the  only  very  steep  ascent  between 
Vik  and  the  Voring  Foss.  One  of  our  party  dismounted  and  walked 
up,  beating  his  mounted  companions  by  twenty  minutes.  The  ascent  of 
the  Maabuberg  occupies  nearly  an  hour,  but  the  fatigue  is  amply  repiad 
by  the  extensive  prospect  commanded  from  its  summit.  On  gaining  the 
top  we  entered  upon  a  level  mossy  table-land  covered  with  the  common 
and  dwarf  birch,  and  with  bushes  of  the  crow  and  cloud  berry,  from 
which  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  gleaming  snow-fields  of  the  lofty  Jdke- 
len.  Alter  riding  along  this  plateau  for  some  miles,  our  guides  con- 
ducted us  to  some  shepherds1  huts,  a  little  beyond  the  Voring  Foss,  and 
2,150  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Hardanger.  Here  we  saw  our  ponies 
stabled,  and  afterwards  entered  the  principal  Saeter,  which  boasted  of 
two  tolerable  apartments.  In  one  of  these  was  hung  up  a  collection  of 
pictures,  such  as  we  give  to  children,  and  an  absurd  pencil  drawing  of 
some  distinguished  personage  all  frogs  and  frock  coat,  but  with  most 
ridiculously  diminutive  legs  and  feet.  We  asked  for  some  milk,  which 
was  brought  to  us  in  a  large  wooden  bowl  about  18  inches  in  cir- 
cumference and  half  as  much  in  depth.  This  was  accompanied  by  three 
wooden  spoons— one  for  each  of  us;  and  a  sheet  of  fladbrttd,  as  the  ordi- 
nary bread  of  the  country  is  termed.  Fladbrtid  resembles  in  colour  and 
thickness  coarse  brown  packing  paper,  and  possesses  about  an  equal 
degree  of  nourishment.  It  is  baked  of  rye  meal  in  huge  circular  cakes* 
which  are  first  folded  across,  and  then  a  second  time  folded,  and,  in  this 
form  it  is  kept  and  sold.  For  the  milk  and  fladbrtid  we  paid  an  ort,  or 
ltd.  in  our  money.  On  leaving  the  Saeter  we  found  our  guides  busily 
engaged  in  supping  sour  milk  curds  from  a  great  wooden  bowl,  round 
which  they  were  sociably  seated.    We  left  them  engaged  in  this  interest- 
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iog  occupation,  and  proceeded  to  a  little  distance  in  order  sketch  the 
Saeter.     The  fine  arts  soon  proved  a  formidable  antagonist  to  the  curds, 
and  we  were  speedily  surrounded  by  all  the  guides*  and  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  Saeter,  who  watched  and  criticised  our  drawings  with  every 
appearance  of  the  greatest  interest.     Our  sketching  finished,  we  lost  no 
time  in  hastening  to  the  Vbring  Foss,  which  k  about  a  mile  below  the 
Saeters,  and  is  easily  distinguishable  from  a  considerable  distance  by  the 
light  column  of  glittering  foam  that  is  for  ever  wreathing  upwards  from 
the  abyss.     The  river  appeared  to  us  about  as  large  as  the  Clyde  at 
Lanark,  and,  a   little  above  the  great  cataract,  there  is  a  lofty  and 
beautiful  cascade  which  anywhere  else  would  be  considered  magnificent; 
but  here  it  only  serves  as  a  foil  to  the  great  Vflring  Foss.     The  point 
from  which  you  see  the  fall  u  at  least  150  feet  above  the  spot  from 
whence  the  river  precipitates  itself  into  the  boiling  pool  beneath,  while 
the  perpendicular  crag  opposite  crested  with  stunted  birch  trees  rises  as 
much  above  where  you  stand.     From  its  summit  rushes  a  slender  thread 
of  foam  to  add  its  tiny  tribute  to  the  fathomless  abyss  1,200  feet  below, 
from  which  a  thin  smoke  of  spray  is  perpetually  floating  up  and  over- 
hanging the  great  cataract  with  a  dewy  curtain,  while  the  dripping  rocks 
opposite  the  falling  waters  reflect  the  dazzling  and  varied  hues  of  a 
beautiful  rainbow.     By  a  little  scrambling  a  spot  may  be  reached  from 
which  the  Vtiring  Foss  is  visible  in  all  its  unrivalled  splendour.     Where 
the  waters  first  rebound  from  the  precipice,  they   are  whirled  out  in 
wreaths  of  spray,  their  edges  just  tinged  with  the  most  delicate  and 
tender  colors,  fining  away  as  they  extend  till  they,  melt  into  air,  and 
ceaselessly  revolving  in  circles  of  snowy  foam  till  lost  in  the  profound 
gulf  900  feet  below.     The  purity,  the  matchless  beauty  of  these  wheels 
as  of  white  fire  no  words  can  describe,,  nor  sketch  adequately  pourtray. 
The  Vttriug  Foss,  is  the  very  poetry  and  perfection  of  the  waterfalls, 
and  alone,  amply  repays  the  fatigue  and  expense  of  a  voyage  to  Norway. 
Unfortunately,  it  cannot  be  seen  from  beneath,  unless  one  is  prepared  to 
run  the  risk  of  being  lowered  down  with  ropes,  and  of  crossing  the  vexed 
pool  beneath  in  an  india-rubber  coracle,  as  an  English  party  are  said 
once  to  have  done. 

In  the  afternoon  we  node  back  across  the  table  land  to  the  summit  of 
the  Maabuberg  and,  in  the  descent  of  the  steep  and  rough  zig-zags,  our 
ponies  displayed  their  sure-footedness  even  more  conspicuously  than  dur- 
ing the  previous  ascent  We  reached  Vik  at  six.  o'clock,  having  been 
away  for  upwards  of  eleven  hours.  Even  with  the  aid  of  ponies  and 
boats  no  one  should  attempt  the  excursion  to  VOring  Foss  who  is  not 
prepared  for  at  least  two  hours  hard  walking.    We  found  the  charges  at 
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Vik  very  extravagant;  having  to  pay  for  our  three  guides  and  ponies 
32a.  Provisions  were  also  dear: — for  eggs  we  paid  9d.  a  dozen,  batter 
lOd.  a  pound,  and  for  fladbrod  l£d.  a  cake,  which  reckoning  by  weight, 
is  considerably  more  than  the  price  of  the  best  wheaten  bread  in  Great 

Britain. 

Next  day  the  weather  was  very  bad;  the  mountains  around  were 
either  entirely  veiled  in  clouds,  or  partially  obscured  by  floating  wreaths 
of  grey  mist,  white  the  rain  poured  in  torrents.  In  the  evening,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  startling  change:— the  rain  ceased,  but  it  blew  half  a 
gale  of  wind  right  on  shore,  and,  to  our  consternation,  we  found  that 
our  anchor  was  not  holding,  and  that  we  were  rapidly  drifting  on  the 
rocky  beach.  We  turned  all  hands  up,  got  sail  on  the  yacht,  and  were 
obliged  to  beat  her  out  into  the  fiord  through  the  darkness,  and  in  the 
teeth  of  the  gale.  We  had  got  so  close  in  shore  that  we  had  scarcely 
room  to  stay  the  vessel,  and  had  any  thing  gone  wrong  when  the  helm 
was  put  down,  nothing  could  have  saved  us  from  driving  on  the  beach. 
After  gaining  a  good  offing,  we  again  came  to  anchor  off  Vik,  but  a  good 
deal  further  from  the  shore,  and  with  plenty  of  chain  out,  and  rode  safely 
till  the  morning.  We  found  that  the  cause  of  our  former  mishap  had 
been  the  chain  cable  getting  foul  of  the  anchor  stock.  "  All's  well  that 
ends  well,"  but  we  certainly  made  a  narrow  escape  from  leaving  our 
smart  little  cutter  to  serve  as  a  perpetual  model  for  the  boat  builders  of 
Vik. 

Early  next  morning  we  bade  adieu  to  Vik,  and  sailed  for  Bergen:  the 
wind  vi  as,  however,  unfavorable,  and  we  had  a  tedious  voyage  down  the 
Hardanger.  On  leaving  it,  we  entered  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  rocky  islands, 
through  which  we  were  to  thread  our  way  to  Bergen.     Most  of  these 
are  deeply  indented  by  bays  and  creeks,  and,  in  general,  very  barren, 
though,  here  and  there,  a  few  trees  and  bushes  of  purple  heather  break 
the  grey  monotony  of  their  surface.     The  navigation   of  the  numerous 
and  winding  channels  that  surround  them  is  very  intricate  and  perplex- 
ing, and  the  white-painted  wooden  lighthouses  perched  upon  command- 
ing neights  are  here  absolutely  indispensible.    Near  Bog-holm-sound  we 
had     magnificent  sunset;  a  cloudless  sky  of  gold  and  crimson,  agains* 
which  the  fine  mountains  around  Bergen  seemed  of  the  deepest  purple. 
The  graceful  peak  of  the  Lyderhorn  and  the  lofty  range  of  the  LtWtak- 
ken  were  especially  conspicuous. 

The  voyage  from  Vik  to  Bergen  occupied  two  days,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  3rd,  we  came  to  anchor  at  the  entrance  of  the  merchant 
harbour  not  far  from  the  quay  and  custom-house,  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd 
of  shipping,  French,  German,  English,  and  Norsk,  the  most  curious  be- 
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tng  the  "  Jagts  "  from  the  northern  fisheries,  large  vessels  with  a  single 
mast,  a  huge  squaresail,  and  crews  of  a  dozen  men  each.  They  are  low 
attidshipSt'curve  upwards  at  the  bow  and  stern,  and  the  prow  rises  8  or 
10  feet  above  the  deck.  Bergen  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  pictu- 
resque towns  in  Europe.  There  is  such  variety  of  colour  and  outline, 
such  narrow  streets,  such  quaint  old  wooden  houses  with  balconies  and 
projecting  roofs,  sometimes  built  upon  quays  rising  sheer  from  deep 
water,  sometimes  overhanging  short  narrow  canals  which  run  up  from 
the  harbour,  and  admit  of  vessels  lying  between  the  houses.  Then 
there  is  the  tall  old  tower  of  Haco,  and  the  ancient  palace  of  the 
kings  of  Norway,  recalling  the  days  when  Bergen  was  a  capital, — the 
dark  grey  castle  of  Fredericksburgh  on  the  opposite  height, — the  long 
and  lofty  range  of  wooden  warehouses  which  once  received  rich  mer- 
chandize from  all  parts  of  the  world  when  Bergen  was  one  of  the  five 
chief  ports  of  the  Hanseatic  league, — the  varied  and  ever-changing  cha- 
racter of  the  shipping  in  the  harbour,— the  fine  curve  and  graceful  out- 
line of  the  mountains  that  half  encircle  the  city,  and  the  bold  sweep  of 
the  deep  and  sheltered  waters  that  bring  the  commerce  of  distant  lands 
to  her  threshold— all  combining  to  form  a  picture  equally  delightful  from 
its  natural  beauty  and  romantic  associations  with  the  past 

The  first  point  that  we  visited  after  landing  was  the  fortress  of  Fred- 
ericksberg  which  crowns  a  height  rising  steeply  above  the  custom-house. 
From  this  commanding  position  we  obtained  eii  excellent  idea  of  the 
city  and  neighbourhood.  Bergen  is  built  partly  upon  a  peninsula  facing 
the  north,  and  partly  along  the  shores  of  two  deep  bays  on  the  east  and 
west  of  this  peninsula.  The  bay  on  the  east  is  the  harbour  for  merchant 
ships,  and  that  on  the  west  for  vessels  requiring  repairs:  the  principal 
shipbuilding  yards  are  also  on  the  west  bay.  To  the  south,  an  undula- 
ting well  wooded  country  extends  to  the  base  of  the  mountains,  upon 
whose  slopes  may  be  seen  the  bright  looking  villas  of  the  Bergen  mer- 
chants. The  warehouses  of  the  Hanse  merchants  and  the  castle  of 
Haco  extend  along  the  east  side  of  the  merchant  harbour.  Pictorial ly 
speaking,  there  is  too  much  of  pure  unbroken  white  in  the  buildings  of 
Bergen;  but  their  picturesque  shapes,  steep  roofs,  and  pointed  gables  in 
some  degree  compensate  for  this  defect.  The  houses  are  all  built  of 
wood,  painted,  and,  externally  at  least,  kept  scrupulously  clean.  The 
streets  are  narrow  and  ill  paved,  and  beside  many  of  the  houses  stands 
a  water  barrel  as  a  resource  against  fire,  while,  at  intervals  of  100  yards 
are  sentry  boxes  for  the  watchmen.  The  old  and  rude  system  of  water 
barrels  seems  likely  to  be  soon  superseded  by  fire-plugs;  for,  in  some 
of  the  streets,  we  saw  notices  of  the  position  of  those  admirable  safe- 
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guards  for  a  wooden  town.  The  last  fire  destroyed  180  houses,  and  die 
spot  where  it  raged  may  still  be  distinguished  by  freshness  of  the  tiles 
on  the  roofs  of  the  houses  that  have  replaced  those  which  were  then 
destroyed.  For  the  future,  all  houses  built  in  Bergen  must  be  constructed 
of  brick  or  stone;  and  some  of  those  which  we  saw  in  proeess  of  erection 
to  the  south  of  the  merchant  harbour  were  in  conformity  with  this  new 
regulation.  Their  construction  is  very  curious,— the  inner  shell  is  of 
wood,  above  that  is  a  rude  sheathing  of  birch  bark,  and  over  all  a  facing 
of  brick  sometimes  coated  with  Roman  cement. 

With  the  exception  of  cigars,  fish,  and  Norwegian  skiffs,  everything 
is  exceedingly  dear,  and  Mr.  Greig,  the  English  consul,  informed  us  that, 
within  his  remembrance,  prices  had  increased  threefold.  For  a  coarse 
Norsk  knife  with  carved  wooden  handle,  fifteen  shillings  were  demanded, 
and  for  a  small  card  case,  also  in  carved  wood,  such  as  might  have  been 
purchased  in  Switzerland  for  a  couple  of  francs,  we  were  charged  nine 
shillings.  But,  besides  being  the  dearest,  Bergen  is  also  the  rainiest  of 
Norwegian  towns.  We  have  been  in  a  glen  in  the  island  of  Skye, 
yclept  Glen  Sligachan,  (a  perfect  Shibboleth  to  English  lips,)  in  which 
we  were  told  that  the  oldest  inhabitant  could  not  remember  a  day  with- 
out a  shower,  and,  truly,  judging  from  our  five  days1  experience,  we  can 
believe  the  same  of  Bergen.  An  umbrella  and  a  waterproof  cloak'  are 
essentials;  and  whoever  wishes  to  become  what  Mr.  Mantilini  expres- 
sively terms  "  a  dimm'd  moist  unpleasant  body  "  had  better  go  to  Ber- 
gen and  spend  a  week  without  them. 

The  fish-market,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  merchant  harbour,  is  one 
of  the  most  interesting  sights  of  this  ancient  city;  and  those  who  wish 
to  see  it  to  advantage  ought  to  go  about  seven  in  the  morning  when  the 
fishiog-boats  come  thronging  in  with  then*  scaly  freight  The  fish  are 
brought  to  market  alive,  by  a  very  ingenious  contrivance.  Each  fishing- 
boat  tows  along  by  a  cord  attached  to  it  a  small,  flat-bottomed,  boat- 
shaped,  receptacle,  in  which  the  fish  are  placed;  and  the  sides  of  this  are 
pierced  with  holes,  through  which  the  water  flows  freely,  so  that  it  is 
almost  entirely  submerged  as  it  is  towed  astern  with  its  living  burden. 
In  going  to  the  fish-market,  we  passed  in  front  of  the  tall,  white  ware- 
houses once  the  property  of  the  merchants  of  the  Hanseatic  league.  A 
perfect  fleet  of  fishing-boats,  ranged  in  two  tiers,  lay  alongside  the  quay 
in  front  of  them  ;  and,  close  to  its  edge,  stands  a  row  of  tall,  upright, 
mast-like  posts  painted  green,  with  long  black  poles  slung  across  them, 
one  end  of  which  admits  of  being  lowered  into  vessels  lying  alongside  the 
wharf,  when,  by  hauling  on  the  other  end,  auy  article  attached  may  be 
easily  raised  and  deposited  on  the  quay.    It  was  curious  to  see  these  rude 
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and  ancient  substitutes  for  the  crane  and  windlass  still  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  19th  century. 

On  reaching  the  fish-market  we  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a 
perfect  Babel  of  tongues,  bargaining,  chaffering,  and  abusing  with  a 
volubility  and  energy  worthy  of  Billingsgate.  The  market  and  its 
neighbourhood  ejfer  great  attractions  to  the  artist.  Several  of  the  adja- 
cent buildings  are  curious  and  characteristic,  many  fine  studies  of  cos- 
tume present  themselves,  and  some  of  the  picturesque  Loflbden  gallies 
are  generally  moored  close  by.  These  vessels  sometimes  bring  to  Ber- 
gen a  cargo  of  wood  piled  up  till  it  is  almost  half  mast  high,  and  are  said 
occasionally  to  take  back  with  them  a  cargo  of  coffins,  using  them  as 
packing  cases  during  their  homeward  voyage.  Prom  the  fish-market 
we  continued  our  walk  until  we  reached  the  shores  of  an  island  lake 
connected  with  the  harbour  by  a  narrow  canal,  and  surrounded  by 
pleasant  walks  and  wooded  slopes,  with  the  villas  of  the  Bergen  mer- 
chants peeping  out  from  among  the  foliage.  It  is  a  beautiful  spot,  and 
presents  a  charming  combination  of  wood  and  water ;  yet  that  large 
yellow  building  which  arrests  the  eye  by  its  size  and  beauty  of  situation 
calls  up  saddening  associations,  for  it  is  the  Hospital  for  Lepers,  a  dis- 
ease, unfortunately,  still  prevalent  in  Bergen. 

On  our  way  back  we  visited  several  shops,  in  particular  that  of  Mr.  F. 
Berger,  a  bookseller,  whose  shop  is  situated  not  far  from  the  cathedral. 
He  is  an  accomplished  linguist,  speaking  English  and  German  with 
fluency.  We  found  him  very  civil  and  attentive,  and  were  introduced  by 
him  to  the  Bergen  Athensaum,  where  we  saw  Punch,  the  Examiner,  and 
the  Illustrated  News.  Strangers  introduced  by  a  member,  enter  their 
names  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  are  then  entitled  to  the  use 
of  the  rooms  for  a  fortnight  free  of  expense.  Afterwards  we  went  to 
the  Bergen  Museum,  which  contains  a  highly  interesting  collection  of 
articles  connected  with  the  natural  history,  antiquities,  and  fine  arts  of 
Norway.  We  saw  a  splendid  specimen  of  that  noblest  of  the  falcon 
tribe,  the  gerfalcon  of  Norway,  and  of  the  capercalzie,  male  and  female, 
a  fine  lynx,  the  skeletons  of  several  large  bears,  and  a  great  variety  of 
fishes,  reptiles,  and  minerals.  There  is  also  a  curious  collection  of 
ancient  Norsk  swords,  axes,  and  armour,  and  specimens  of  wood  and 
stone  covered  with  runic  characters.  Several  pairs  of  the  snow  shoes 
or  skates  in  common  use  were  pointed  out  to  us.  These  are  narrow  flat 
pieces  of  wood,  about  eight  feet  in  length,  tapering  at  each  end,  with  a 
strap  of  leather  to  attach  them  to  the  feet,  and  the  face  next  the  ground 
grooved.  Those  used  by  the  Laplanders  are  of  unequal  length,  and  the 
shortest  of  the  two  is  covered  with  reindeer  skin,  in  order  to  enable  them 
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to  climb  steep  acclivities.  We  were  shewn  a  beautifully  carved  wooden 
bedstead  of  the  end  of  the  16th,  or  beginning  of  the  17  th  century,  said 
to  have  belonged  to  a  daughter  of  a  king  of  Scotland.  Whether  this 
legend  be  true  or  no,  it  is  a  most  elaborate  and  delicate  piece  of  carving. 
The  Museum  contains  many  pictures,  most  of  them  very  bad,  though 
often  having  great  names  attached.  Among  them  we  observed  a  portrait 
of  Jacob  Jacobson  Urachenberg,  the  Old  Parr  of  Norway,  who  lived  150 
years;  a  good  landscape  by  Professor  Dahl  of  Dresden;  a  smaller  Italian 
scene  by  the  same  artist,  and  a  very  noble  outline  drawing  of  a  Pieta, 
worthy  of  the  best  tints  of  Italian  art.  But  the  two  most  interesting 
pictures  are  by  Jan  sen,  a  Norwegian  priest,  a  pupil  of  the  school  of 
Dusseldorf;  the  one  representing  the  fair  Ingeborge,  the  heroine  of 
Frithiofs  Saga,  with  a  falcon  on  her  wrist,  looking  out  upon  the  sea, 
awaiting  the  return  of  her  hero  lover.  The  drawing  is  good,  the  nice 
beautiful,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  hardness,  the  colouring 
agreeable.  The  other  picture  represents  one  of  the  Norwegian  Vikings 
carrying  off  a  Greek  captive.  The  warm  voluptuous  character  of  South- 
ern beauty  is  well  expressed,  and  contrasts  strongly  with  the  bright  com- 
plexion and  fair  hair  and  beard  of  the  Northern  warrior.  The  drawing 
of  the  left  arm  of  the  young  Greek  is,  however,  bad  and  feeble.  We 
were  informed  that  a  new  building  is  shortly  to  be  erected  for  the 
better  accommodation  and  arrangement  of  the  curiosities  of  the  Mu- 
seum. 

On  a  subsequent  day,  we  went  to  see  the  first  exhibition  of  the  Prise 
Pictures  (chiefly  by  native  artists)  of  the  Bergen  Art  Union.  This 
association  is  quite  in  its  infancy,  having  subsisted  for  a  single  year  only; 
the  annual  subscription  is  two  dollars,  and  the  largest  sum  as  jget  given 
for  a  picture  has  been  100  dollars.  The  prises  are  decided  as  with  us  by 
ballot,  and  the  names  of  the  prize  holders  are  affixed  to  the  pictures  they 
have  won .  Several  of  the  landscapes  by  native  artists  shewed  great 
technical  proficiency,  and  an  attentive  and  loving  study  of  nature;  and 
we  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  them  would  bring  in  this  country  twice 
the  sum  given  for  them  in  Norway.  The  Exhibition  did  not  contain  a 
single  specimen  of  historical  painting,  but  consisted  entirely  of  landscape 
and  tableaux  de  genre.  Among  the  native  artists  we  particularly  noticed 
the  landscapes  of  Mortens  Mailer  and  Nils  Mailer,  and  of  Ecker  a  Nor- 
wegian, long  resident  in  the  Island  of  Madeira.  There  was  also  a  very 
promising  picture  "  Children  at  play,"  by  Bergslien,  a  Norsk  peasant 
youth,  whose  genius  for  painting  induced  some  benevolent  individuals 
to  send  him  to  study  at  Dusseldorf,  which  appears  to  be  the  favourite 
school  with  Norwegian  artists. 
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On  Sunday  we  attended  afternoon  service  in  the  Cathedral,  which  has 
no  external  beauty  to  boast  of,  and,  internally,  is  probably  the  ugliest 
church  in  Europe.     It  is  a  large  building,  but  there  were  not  above  30 
persons  present  during  the  service  which  lasted  for  about  an  hour.    The 
officiating  clergyman  was  a  fine  looking  middle  aged  man,  and,  like  the 
Lutheran  clergy  in  general,  wore  a  black  gown  and  Geneva  ruff.     He 
possessed  a  spendid  voice,  and  read  his  sermon  with  great  solemnity  and 
effect.     The  interior  of  the  cathedral  is  as  white  as  whitewash  and  paint 
can  make  it.     There  is  a  long  and  lofty  nave  with  a  wooden  roof  totally 
devoid  of  mouldings  or  ornaments  of  any  kind.     This  is  divided  from  a 
low  aisle  by  three  huge,  ugly,  octagonal  pillars,  with  the  shafts  white- 
washed, and  the  capitals  painted  black.     The  aisle  is  partially  filled  up 
by  several  tiers  of  pews,   exactly  like  the  boxes  in  an  Opera  house,  and 
the  central  pew  opposite  the  pulpit  has  red  curtains  attached  to  it.     The 
pulpit  is  a  frightful  wooden  structure  some  30  feet  high,  which  rises  in 
successive  stories  and  rests  against  the  centre  of  the   wall  of  the  nave, 
while  below,  it  is  supported  upon  the  head  of  a  single  unfortunate  wooden 
angel,  who  seems  quite  inadequate  to  sustain  such  a  burden.     Above 
the  altar,  rises  a  huge  wooden  canopy,  in  one  compartment  of  which  is 
a  painting  of  the  Lord's   Supper,  surmounted  by  a  circular  pediment, 
above  which  is  a  crucifixion,  the  whole  towering  up,  almost  to  the  roof, 
in  elaborate  and  unmitigated  ugliness.     In  front  of  the  altar,  and  within 
the  altar  railings,  are  two  large  brass  lamps  suspended  from  the  ceiling 
by  black  rods,  ornamented  with  brass  bells  at  regular  intervals ;  and 
between  these  lamps  hangs  a  colossal  figure  with  gilt  wings  and  scanty 
drapery,  resembling  a  figurante  let  down  from  the  flies  of  an  opera  house 
rather  than  a  respectable  and  orthodox  angel  which  we  supposed  it  to 
represent.     This  figure  admits  of  being  pulled  up  and  lowered  down  by 
a  ring  attached  to  it,  an  operation  which  we  witnessed  during  the  bap- 
tismal service,  the  water  appearing  to  be  contained  in  a  basin  placed 
upon  a  wreath  held  by  the  outstretched  hand  of  the  -  suspended  figure. 
Facing  the  altar,  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  nave,  is  a  large  and 
powerful  organ  with  a  fine  full   tone.     It  was  very  well  played.     Its 
exterior,   however,  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  general  hideousness 
which  characterises  the  interior  of  this  extraordinary  building.     There 
are  three  parish  churches  in  Bergen,  the  Cathedral,  the  Kors  Kirke, 
and  the  New  Church.     After  leaving  the  cathedral,  we  visited  the  last 
of  these,  arriving  just  at  the  termination  of  the  service.     The  congrega- 
tion was  far  more  numerous  than  in  the  cathedral,  the  passages  were 
strewed  with  twigs  of  Juniper,  and  paint  and  whitewash  seemed  in  as 
great  favour  as  in  the  Metropolitan  church. 
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On  our  wuy  buck,  we  spent  some  time  in  searching  out  an  apothecary, 
in  order  to  get  some  medicine  for  one  of  our  party  who  had  been  taken 
ill  at  Bergen.  We  found  that  there  were  two  compounders  of  drugs, 
the  one  known  by  the  sign  of  a  swan,  and  the  other  by  that  of  a  lion 
suspended  over  their  doors.  We  patronised  the  latter  ;  and,  in  spite  of 
his  formidable  designation,  of  "  LOve  Aphothek"  found  him  civil  and 
attentive  and  able  to  speak  a  little  English.  Besides  the  two  apothe- 
caries, the  health  of  the  population  is  watched  over  by  16  doctors;  and 
a  diploma  from  the  University  of  Christiania  is  absolutely  necessary 
before  any  one  is  allowed  to  practice.  Even  a  Swedish  diploma  will 
not  do.  None  but  Norwegians,  or  at  least  those  holding  a  Norwegian 
degree,  are  permitted  to  kill  or  cure  their  fellow  citizens  in  Bergen. 

Next  day  the  rainy  monotony  of  the  weather  was  diversified  by  a 
violent  thunderstorm,  and  we  were  confined  to  our  cabin  finishing 
sketches,  writing  up  journals,  and  making  arrangements  for  our  depar- 
ture The  weather  was  somewhat  better  next  morning,  and,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  we  started  on  our  homeward  voyage  to  Lerwick  by  the  mouth 
of  the  Kors  fiord,  which  opens  into  the  German  Ocean  about  18  miles 
from  Bergen.  The  sky  was  comparatively  clear,  and  the  views  of  the 
old  Norwegian  Capital  as  we  sailed  away  were  varied  and  beautiful. 
From  a  point  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of  King  Haco's  castle  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  city  is  very  picturesque*  The  quaint  irregular  buildings 
of  the  old  fortress  rising  from  the  sheltered  waters  of  the  merchant 
harbour,  forms  a  noble  foreground,  while  the  twin  spires  of  the  German 
Church  and  those  of  the  Cathedral  and  Kora  Kirke  group  finely  around 
them.  Further  back  is  the  tall  white  range  of  the  Hanseatic  warehouses; 
and,  along  each  side  and  at  the  head  of  the  merchant  harbour,  a  perfect 
finest  of  masts  ;  while  facing  the  old  castle  on  the  other  side  of  the  hay 
are  the  white  walls  and  spire  of  the  new  church,  the  slopes  behind  it 
covered  by  groups  of  picturesque  and  brightly  painted  wooden  houses, 
above  which  frowns  the  ancient  fortress  of  Frederickbergh.  But  perhaps 
the  most  complete  of  all  the  sea  views  of  Bergen  is  that  obtained  from 
a  point  a  short  distance  beyond  the  extremity  of  the  long  peninsula 
which  divides  the  two  bays  around  which  the  town  extends.  This  view 
shews  more  of  the  city  than  any  other,  and  its  various  buildings  form 
most  picturesque  and  charming  combinations.  Not  far  from  Bergen, 
and  looking  almost  like  a  long  suberb,  is  the  pretty  Tillage  of  Nyhava, 
built  close  to  the  sea  along  the  foot  of  a  range  of  steep  hills*  It  is  a 
favorite  summer  resort  of  the  Bergenese. 

On  our  way  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kors  fiord,  and  while  sailing  through 
its  narrow  and  winding  reaches,  we  passed  many  a  charming  villa,  many 
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a  sequestered  parsonage -house  and  church  peeping  out  from  thick  foliage, 
and   many  a  sheltered   bay  and  fishing  village  built  along  the  beach. 
Among  the  prettiest  of  these  villages  are  Strudhavn,  Stargen,  Brad  holm 
and  Klokevik;  but,  although  every  spot  of  fertile  ground  is  taken  advan- 
tage of,  here,  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Hardanger,  the  general  character- 
istic of  the  shores  of  the  fiord  is  extreme  barrenness.     At  5  o'clock  we 
reached  the  beacon  on  Marsten  Island  off  the  mouth  of  the  Kors  fiord, 
where  we  parted  with  our  venerable  pilot.     They  apparently  provide  for 
their  old  men  in  Norway  by  teaching  them  to  say  "  Bout  Ship  !"  and 
then  making  pilots  of  them.     This  old  man  seemed  still  more  aged  than 
our  invaluable  Palinurus  on  the  Moranger  fiord.     He  had  lost  most  of 
his  teeth,   and  his  hair  and  whiskers  were  quite  white.     Pilotage  for  our 
small  vessel  during  our  short  visit  to  Norway,  cost  us  considerably  more 
than  £1  per  day ;  and  we  had  a  learned  discussiou  in  the  cabin  one  fore- 
noon whether  the  Norsk  word  "  Lootz,"  (Pilot,)  might  not  be  derived 
from  the  Hindoo  "  Loot,*'  meaning  booty  or  plunder:  a  question  which 
we  leave  to  the  decision  of  more  accomplished  philologists. 

After  a  stormy  voyage  of  fifty -one  hours  against  a  head  wind  and  a 
heavy  sea,  we  arrived  safely  at  Lerwick,  from  which  we  had  taken  our 
departure  just  a  fortnight  before.  Of  this  period  nearly  four  days  were 
occupied  in  the  voyage  out  and  home,  and  ten  days  were  spent  in  Nor- 
way, which  serves  to  show  how  easily,  and  in  how  short  a  time,  some  of 
the  finest  scenery  in  Europe  may  be  reached  and  enjoyed  by  those  who 
do'not  suffer  from  sea-sickness,  or  object  to  the  confinement  and  limited 

accommodation  of  a  small  vessel. 

A.  Y. 


AN  IMPROMPTU. 

O.  ask  me  not*  ye  lovely  girls, 

About  the  "  red,  red  rose;" 
For  on  your  cheeks,  half  hid  by  curls, 

A  rose  of  beauty  glows — 
Of  beauty  far— yes,  far  more  bright, 

Than  blush'd  where  red-rose  sprung, 
When  first  its  petals  saw  the  light, 

And  dew-drops  on  them  hung. 
Ah,  could  he  call  the  rose-dew  sweet, 

Who  once  that  nectar  sips, 
That  sweetest  sweet,  where  all  is  sweet. 

The  dew  of  maiden's  lips 
New  York.  H.  D.  A 
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Dear  Mr.  Editor.— I  have  often  remarked  how  inevitably  the  progress 
of  the  cruising  narratives  that  appear  in  your  pages  are  interrupted 
during  the  summer  or  yachting  months.  I  can  well  understand  this 
now,  for  I  find  it's  a  very  different  affair  to  take  up  my  pen  on  a  long 
winter's  evening,  alongside  a  cosy  fire,  (and  a  cigar  and  a  glass  of  grog 
if  you  will,)  and  as  one's  fancy  wanders  over  the  happy  days  now  past 
and  gone,  and  the  pleasant  reminiscences  rise  thick  and  fast,  to  jot  them 
down  one  by  one.  It  is  much  easier  I  say  to  do  this  when  in  winter 
quarters  than  while  cruising  with  the  ever  varying  occupations  of  sea 
and  land  to  distract  one.  It's  not  indolence  that  prevents  me — no,  the 
"  cacoethes  scribendi"  often  comes  strong  upon  me  at  sea,  but  then — I 
am  never  alone — and  if  one  friend  isn't  noisy  the  other  is,  and  so  writing 
is  out  of  the  question. 

By  the  way  Mr.  Editor,  did  you  ever  take  a  cruise  entirely  alone,  I 
mean  without  a  companion  of  your  own  sort,-— I  did  once,  and  never 
will  I  do  such  a  thing  again.  I  was  caught  out  in  a  gale  of  wind  and 
nearly  lost,  and  serve  me  right  too  for  my  inhospitality; — out  this  is  not 
to  the  purpose  :  with  your  permission  I  intend  to  pick  np  the  end  of 
the  yarn  I  dropped  some  time  ago,  and  I  should  hardly  have  ventured 
to  indict  on  your  readers  a  continuation  of  what  I  fear  is  but  a  stupid 
recital  of  an  ordinary  cruise,  but  I  have  really  found  so  much  advantage 
in  yachtsmen  describing  the  places  they  have  visited,  the  difficulties 
they  have  overcome,  the  pleasures  they  have  experienced  (the  fuller 
the  description  the  better,  however  well  known,  or  however  little  worthy 
of  notice  the  place  may  be,)  that  I  am  encouraged  to  proceed. 

For  instance  had  I  read  the  interesting  notice  of  Mil  ford  by  your 
clever  correspondent '*  Blue  Jacket,"  which  appeared  in  p.  228,  I  could 
have  employed  my  time  during  my  compulsory  sojourn  in  that  part, 
much  more  profitably  and  pleasantly  than  I  did.  Again  my  own  humble 
effusions  have,  I  know,  induced  yachtsmen  in  more  coses  than  one,  to 
follow  the  same  track  as  myself  which  otherwise  had  never  been  sug- 
gested to  them.  If  therefore  I  appear  too  prolix  and  minute,  in  dwelling 
upon  trifling  incidents  and  descriptions,  to  those  who  know  all  these 
places  by  heart  as  it  were,  I  would  remind  them  thai  there  are  many  in 
other  waters  to  whom  it  is  new  and  who  are  glad  of  a  hint, — and  now 
Mr.  Editor,  having  endeavoured  to  satisfy  my  own  conscience,  I'll  carry 
on  if  you  please.     Whereaway  were  we  when  we  last  parted  company  ? 

*  Continued  from  p.  S48. 
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I  mint  overhaul  my  log  again, — Ah!  here  we  are  off  St.  Ann's  Head, 
having  left  Milford  this  evening  (the  22nd  of  August)  about  6  o'clock. 

Well — we  had  had  enough  of  Milford  for  one  visit,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Dockyard,  gathering  oysters  on  the  banks  and  sketching,  the 
time  had  passed  wearily  enough.  So  our  spirits  rose  with  the  anchors 
and  though  the  breeze  was  adverse  we  gladly  exchanged  the  quiet  an- 
chorage for  the  open  sea,  to  make  a  "  beating  passage,"  so  long  as  we 
could  "show  our  nose  to  it." 

Next  morning  on  going  on  deck  early  we  found  Trevose  Head  about 
20  miles  to  the  westward,  we  had  but  a  light  breeze;  but  that  inevitable 
uneasy  swell  so  peculiar  to  the  Bristol  Channel.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
by  the  way,  that  with  a  head  wind  when  making  for  the  Land's  End,  it 
is  better  to  stretch  out  towards  the  Irish  land,  as  at  any  rate  you  have 
lighter  tides  and  a  less  dangerous  coast. 

Towards  evening  the  wind  increased,  and  night  set  in  thick,  hazy, 
and  dirty,  the  wind  began  its  melancholy  song  in  the  rigging,  the  sea 
was  fast  rising,  and  the  little  vessel  lying  well  over  to  the  heavy  gusts 
began  to  strain  and  plunge  in  the  head  sea  till  every  thing  cracked 
again.  Long  and  anxiously  did  all  hands  strain  their  eyes  for  a  glimpse 
of  the  Longships,  but  the  driving  mist  and  scud  obscured  every  thing 
beyond  a  few  hundred  yards  around  us,  a  steamer  passing  close  to  us, 
as  we  could  hear  by  the  rapid  beat  of  her  paddles,  though  we  never  saw 
her.  At  midnight  we  were  close  in  with  the  land  and  could  hear  the 
roar  of  the  tide  on  the  rocks, — so,  "  round  she  comes  again/'  when  at 
the  same  moment  the  watchful  mate  sings  out,  "Light  broad  on  the 
weather  bow!"  and  away  we  tear  and  plunge  on  the  other  tack. 

Yes,  there  it  is,  that  rugged  mass  of  rock  with  its  solitary  tower,  the 
Longships,— that  dreaded  cape,— the  Cape  Horn  of  England,  the 
•'  Ultima  Thule "  of  channel  cruisers;  there  it  now  stands  before  us 
frowning  dismally  on  the  little  bark  that  is  slowly  creeping  round  its 
base,  but  hark!  how  the  restless  waters  rolling  in  from  the  mysterious 
south  in  huge  masses,  break,  and  tear,  and  dash,  and  melt  away  in  a 
cloud  of  dusky  foam.  It  is  not  pleasant  to  the  ear,  neither  is  it  cheerful 
to  the  imagination.  At  last  the  bright  gleam  of  the  light  gradually 
throws  its  flickering  sheen  astern  of  our  struggling  vessel, — (he  roar  of 
the  surf  grows  fainter  and  fainter,  and  we  are  round  the  Land's  End ! 
The  sheets  are  now  eased  up,  the  yacht  raises  herself  on  an  even  keel,  and 
runs  merrily  and  rapidly  before  the  now  fresh  and  favoring  breeze.  A 
glass  of  grog  to  "  all  hands," — the  watch  is  set,  and  down  the  rest  of  us 
go  to  turn  into  our  snug  berths,  and  drawing  the  blankets  over  our  ears 
are  soon  in  the  "  land  of  Nod,"  dreaming  of  pleasures  to  come,  and  of 
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<'  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new.1'  Six  o'clock  sees  us  on  deck,  for  the 
south  coast  is  new  to  most  of  us,  here  is  the  land  in  sight,  and  we  are 
off  the  Lizard.  We  hare  a  splendid  breeze,  and  are  carrying  on  to 
make  short  miles  of  it  What  a  difference  a  fair  wind  makes,  and  how 
much  more  pleasant  to-day  is  than  yesterday. — Head  after  head  is 
rapidly  passed  and  as  quickly  disappears, — we  are  reeling  off  good  10 
knots,  and  after  a  delightful  day's  sail,  our  anchor  is  dropped  at  8  p.m. 
off  Torquay  in  the  midst  of  a  fleet  of  yachts. 

Next  day  is  devoted  to  cleaning,  scrubbing,  and  painting  as  to- 
morrow is  the  Torbay  regatta,  and  we  are  somewhat  in  want  of  a  little 
overhauling  after  our  knocking  about  since  we  left  Liverpool.  We  did 
not  go  into  the  harbour  though  the  ground  appeared  good,  and  entrance 
easy;  but  when  the  wind  is  from  the  southward  there  must  be  a  consi- 
able  swell  setting  into  it;  so  as  we  were  only  remaining  a  night  or  two 
I  preferred  being  afloat  outside,  intending,  in  case  the  wind  set  in  shore, 
to  get  underway  for  Brixham,  for  there  you  are  always  sure  of  shelter 
when  there  is  none  at  Torquay. 

On  Tuesday,  August  26th,  was  the  Torbay  regatta,  and  a  lovelier  day, 
or  a  prettier  scene  never  could  yachtsmen  desire,  a  fine  breeze— smooth 
water,  plenty  of  sunshine,  and  a  very  pleasant  party  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen on  board  rendered  our  day  as  enjoyable  as  we  could  have  wished 
for.     Several  of  the  competing  yachts  and  their  owners  we  had  met  in 
our  own  waters  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  and  of  course   our  sympa- 
thies were  with  our  friends,  and  strange  to  say  in  each  case  they  were 
winners.    Fireworks  concluded  the  evening,  and  the  town  was  unusually 
brisk  and  gay.     We  were  early  on  board,  as  we  had  arranged  a  party  to 
go  to  Babbicombe  regatta  on  the  morrow,  and  had  to  be  up  early. 

Wednesday  27th. — After  embarking  our  fair  freight,  we  were  quickly 
underway  for  Babbicombe,  without  doubt  one  of  the  lovliest  little  snotB 
on  the  Devonshire  coast.  The  regatta  was  a  minor  affair,  but  we  soeut 
an  extremely  pleasant  day,  nor  did  we  come  away  empty  hauded  for 
our  gig  won  the  prize  given  for  yachts1  four-oared  boats.  It  was  now 
getting  late,  and  I  reluctantly  got  the  vessel  underway  for  Torauav 
again,  where  our  party  disembarked  about  eleven. 

Next  morning  we  sailed  for  Teignmouth  and  its  regatta,   aod   arri  «1 
off  the  town  before  breakfast  time,  bringing  up  about  a  mile    fro       th* 
shore.     Here,  as  at  Torquay,  we  had  some  friends  and   relati 
after  breakfast  we  went  ashore  to  see  them.     The  day    "event     #***«■ 
as  the  Yankees  say,  wet  and  unpleasant,  and  the  regatta  was    but 
only  two  yachts  starting  for  the  chief  race;  but  there  were  seve     1 
interesting  experiments  with  the  life-boat  and  a  patent  life-raft*  M      U\ 
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apparatus  for  firing  a  rope  and  grapnel  over  a  ship  in  distress  was  like- 
wise exhibited,  but  I  confess  we  did  not  enjoy  this  experiment  nearly  so 
much  as  the  others,  for  the  second  time  the  mortar  was  fired,  the  line 
broke,  and  the  heavy  grapnel  flying  far  out  to  sea,  fell  within  four 
yards  of  our  stern,  much  to  the  consternation  of  the  pilot,  who  was  at 
the  helm  at  the  time,  bringing  the  yacht  into  the  harbour,  and  who 
evidently  thought  the  shot  had  been  fired  on  purpose,  and  that  the  whole 
battery  would  open  upon  us  immediately. 

Teignmouth  is  a  very  bad  harbour  to  get  into,*  and  a  wretched  place 
when  you  are  in,-— a  dangerous  shifting  bar,  a  narrow  channel,  and 
strong  tide  rendered  worse  by  a  rapid  river.  It  is  always  my  rule  how- 
ever, to  go  into  a  strange  harbour  whenever  I  have  the  opportunity,  as 
there  is  no  telling  when  you  may  be  obi i /red  to  do  so.  We  hung  on  to 
a  buoy  comparatively  snug,  but  the  tide  rushing  past  us  was  like  a  mill 
sluice,  and  on  going  on  board  that  night,  tho'  we  had  only  to  cross  the 
river,  a  pull  of  about  300  yards,  it  took  us  more  than  half  an  hour. 

Next  day  we  spent  in  laying  in  stores,   mooning  about  the  place,  and 
saying  farewell:  at  six  in   the  evening,  taking  our  pilot  on  board,  we 
"  up  stick;  and  were  soon  over  the  bar.     Our  pilot  (Pontius  Pilate  we 
called   him,    from  his  general  impropriety,)   here   took  leave,  shaking 
hands  all  round,  and  using  a  variety  of  the  most  fancy  oaths  I  think  I 
ever  heard.     He  parted  with  us  affably  however,  and  on  being  pre- 
sented with  a  glass  of  Irish   whiskey  (a  novelty  with  him,)  expressed  a 
wish  that  "our  big  jib  might  always  draw;"  after  which  condemning  all 
our  optics  generally,   and   vowing  vengeance  against  the  man  who  had 
fired  the  shot  at  us,  he  fell  flat  on  his  back   in   his  own  boat,  and  was 
conveyed  on  shore  by  his  mate  while  we  "  sheeted  home/'  and  pursued 
our  lonely  track  as  merrily  as  might  be.     At  ten  we  came  to  off  Brix- 
ham,  where  we   went  ashore   to  engage  a  pilot  for  the  Channel  Islands 
and  the  coast  of  France,     I  should  like  to  have  seen  more  of  this  quaint 
old  place,  as  there  are  some  very  interesting  associations  connected 
with  it.    Here  William  of  Orange  landed,  a  large  stone  commemorating 
the  place  where  he  first  set  foot  on  English  ground.     Here  too,   Bona- 
parte, on  his  way  to  St.  Helena  was  most  anxious  to  be  allowed  to  go 
on  shore,  but  was  not  permitted.     Here  also  the  celebrated  Devonshire 
clotted  cream  is  obtained  in  the  greatest  perfection,   and   this  aloue  is 
worth  going  some  way  out  of  your  course  to   obtain.     The  fishing- 
boats   belonging   to  Brixham,   are   perhaps  some  of  the  finest  about 
Great  Britain,  aud  amongst  their  crews  may  be  found  the  primest  fore 
and  aft  sailors  afloat.     Shipbuilding  is  carried   on   here   to  some  extent 
apparently.     The  harbour  is  a  dry  one,  and   not  fit  for  a  yacht,  being 
too  crowded. 
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At  midnight  we  made  sail  for  Guernsey  with  a  fine  fair  breeze  which 
however  forsook  us  in  an  hoar  or  two,  and  all  next  day  we  were  rolling 
sluggishly  on  the  glassy  ocean,  with  that  most  unpleasant,  and  unmusi- 
cal of  accompaniment,  the  creaking  of  the  boom,  and  the  patter-patter 
of  the  reef  points.  Now  and  then  a  catspaw  would  spread  lazily  over 
the  surface  of  the  oily  water  just  setting  the  sails  asleep  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  the  creak ings  and  jerkings  would  begin  again,  and 
we  relapse  into  our  previous  state  of  impatience.  To  beguile  the  time, 
whenever  we  could  lay  hold  of  any  breeze  at  all,  we  made  a  point  of 
picking  up  every  floating  thing  in  the  shape  of  boxes  and  spars,  but  all 
the  boxes  were  empty  and  all  the  spars  useless.  It  must  have  been  suffi- 
ciently puzzling  to  the  numerous  vessels  around  us,  to  make  out  what 
we  were  about,  sailing  round  and  round,  like  a  dog  in  a  fit,  or  as  if  we 
were  practising  a  new  description  of  great  circle  sailing.  At  4  p.m.  we 
sighted  the  Hanois  Rocks— our  first  glimpse  of  Guernsey,  and  most 
uninviting  they  appeared.  We  could  plainly  hear  the  sea  breaking  on 
them  for  a  great  distance,  from  this  point  we  lost  all  traces  of  the  breeze, 
and  the  tide  had  all  its  own  way  with  us,  but  as  night  fell  we  got  some 
light  airs  that  finally  carried  us  up  to  St.  Pierre's  or  Peter's  Port,  where 
we  anchored  at  1 1  p.m. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  I  think  it  is  pleasanter  to  reach  your 
destination  at  night,  for  you  then  have  the  pleasure  of  anticipating  the 
morrow,  and  are  sure  to  be  up  early. 

St  Pierre's  was  so  different  a  place  to  what  I  had  pictured  to  myself, 
and  so  foreign  looking  a  town,  owing  to  the  red  tiles  of  the  houses  and 
the  peculiar  way  the  town  is  built  on  the  face  of  the  cliff,  that  it  was 
long  next  morning  before  I  could  leave  the  deck  and  resume  my  toilet. 
This,  too,  it  was  necessary  to  pay  more  attention  to  than  we  were  in  the 
habit  of  doing  generally,  as  it  was  Sunday  morning  and  we  were  going 
to  church. 

A  lovely  quiet  summer  morning  it  was,  when  we  stepped  ashore,  and 
being  too  early  for  the  English  service  we  sauntered  out  of  the  town, 
and  through  the  sweet  green  lanes  and  meadows,  by  the  margin  of  the 
rippling  sea,  and  where  the  pure  balmy  south  wind  was  rustling  softly 
through  the  long  waving  grass.  We  had  not  a  care  amongst  us,  and 
it  was  with  grateful  hearts  I'm  sure  that  we  turned  our  steps  towards 
the  venerable  old  church  whose  bells  were  now  pealing  out  their  invita- 
tion. 

This  evening  we  went  across  to  the  Islands  of  Herm  and  Jedthou, 
about  four  miles  away  on  the  former  is  the  celebrated  shell  beach,  where 
for  acres  and  acres  is  seen  nothing  whatever  but  one  bed  of  beautiful 
shells  many  feet  deep.     We  brought  away  a  large  sack  full  with  us, 
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intending  to  pick  out  the  best  at  our  leisure.  On  our  return  along  the 
shore  to  the  boat,  the  sun  was  just  dipping,  and  such  a  refulgent  flood 
of  glorious  light  I  never  before  had  the  good  fortune  to  see.  No  one 
but  Turner  himself  could  give  the  faintest  idea  of  it :  it  was  positively 
oppressive,  and  I  fancy  our  little  party  felt  more  than  we  cared  to  con- 
fees,  for  not  a  word  was  spoken  for  some  time,  indeed  it  would  have  been 
a  sort  of  sacrilege  to  admire  it  as  a  common  sunset. 

We  were  in  bed  early  to-night  as  we  had  much  to  do  in  the  morning. 

Monday f  September  Is*. — We  were  in  the  town  early  and  through 
the  market,  which  is  a  celebrated  one,  the  fish-market  especially  claims 
notice,  being  so  beautifully  clean  and  neat,  all  the  tables,  &&,  are  white 
marble,  and  on  market  days  (every  Saturday,)  it  is  worth  a  long  pil- 
grimage to  see,  I  believe. 

The  streets  are  narrow,  and  so  steep  in  many  places  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  stone  steps.  The  shops  are  good,  and  altogether  we  were  much 
pleased  with  Guernsey,  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  after  seeing  both 
places,  that  we  infinitely  preferred  Guernsey  to  Jersey.  Every  thing  is 
much  cheaper,  also  in  the  former  place;  for  instance,  fruit  is  not  more 
than  one  third  of  the  Jersey  prices,  and  the  wines  and'  spirits  equally 
reasonable.  I  should  recommend  yachtsmen  to  lay  in  their  stores  at 
Guernsey  in  preference  to  Jersey,  and  he  cannot  go  to  a  better  or  more 
civil  dealer  than  old  Cadic,  on  the  quay.  Here  are  some  of  his  prices 
taken  from  my  bill: — brandy  6s.  a  gallon  and  upwards,  schiedam  14s. 
per  dozen,  claret  15s.  to  25s.  per  dozen,  tea  3s.  per  lb.,  and  cigars  and 
tobacco  at  apocryphal  prices. 

On  returning  on  board  to  breakfast  we  learnt  that  a  small  steamer 
belonging  to  the  harbour  works  at  Alderney,  was  going  to  make  a  trip 
to  Sark,  at  half-past  nine,  and  as  this  was  a  place  we  much  wished  to 
visit,  being  incited  thereto  by  a  vivid  description  of  it  in  "  Household 
Words,"  (vol.  xii.),  by  which  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  getting  on 
to  the  island  except  by  means  of  a  rope  ladder;  and  moreover  that  we 
should  have  many  perils  and  adventures  to  encounter,  we  thought  this 
a  capital  opportunity  of  exploring  for  ourselves.  We  had  been  hesita- 
ting about  going  in  the  yacht,— the  navigation  being  so  intricate,  not 
to  say  dangerous.  Breakfast  over  we  were  speedily  on  board  the 
steamer,  and  at  11  a*m.  were  rounding  the  "  He  de  Marchandes,"  and 
anchored  in  a  little  creek  under  such  tall  precipitous  rocks  that  we  began 
to  think  it  was  not  improbable  we  should  shirk  the  rope  ladder  business; 
(and,  how  are  the  ladies  to  manage?  thought  we).  Yes,  we  shall  have 
to  be  content  with  the  outside  of  Sark,  like  the  Peri  outside  the  gates 
of  Paradise;  but  time  will  tell.     Across  the  mouth  of  this  creek  is  a 
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breakwater  forming  the  smallest  harbour  I  ever  saw,  it  is  barely  large 
enough  to  accommodate  some  half  dozen  small  fishing-boats  hauled  up 
on  the  little  shelf  of  a  beach,  and  for  a  small  cutter  of  25  or  30  tons, 
that  plys  between  here  and  Guernsey. 

This  cutter,  by  the  way,  we  were  told  had  once  been  washed  clean 
over  the  little  quay,  by  a  heavy  sea,  the  next  wave  replacing  her  com- 
fortably inside  again  without  any  damage  whatever!  In  this  little  har- 
bour we  are  landed,  and  there,  to  our  great  relief  we  discover  the  mouth 
of  a  cave  which  has  been  converted  into  a  tunnel  through  the  rocks,  on 
emerging  from  which  we  ascend  a  winding  path  up  into  the  country, 
and  reaching  the  top  we  staid  to  rest  and  refresh  ourselves  with  new 
milk,  which  two  very  pretty  Sarkois  damsels  were  selling  to  the  passers- 
by.  We  then  resumed  our  walk,  beyond  measure  delighted  with  Sark, 
or  Sercq  as  it  more  properly  spelt,  and  from  where  we  stood  we  looked 
down  on  the  most  lovely  country  that  can  be  imagined,  a  perfect  happy 
valley.  *  There  is  nothing  in  Devonshire  (which  thi«  island  much  resem- 
bles,) at  all  to  surpass,  or  perhaps  equal  it,  I  may  say;  and  a  happier  or 
pleasanter  day  I  never  spent  than  when  we  visited  Sark.  I  look  forward 
to  making  a  lengthened  sojourn  there  some  time.  I  have  seen  many 
fair  scenes,  but  I  never  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  any  country  or  scenery  as 
I  have  the  Channel  Islands,  and  more  especially  and  particularly  that 
tight  little  island,  Sark,-— the  whole  place  is  unique.  Here  you  are  free 
to  roam  where  and  how  you  will,  to  wander  by  the  sea,  in  roads  or  lanes, 
commons  or  fields,  without  "let  or  hiodrance;"  sea  bathing  in  perfec- 
tion, and  yet  in  the  interior  of  the  island  you  might  fancy  yourself  hun- 
dreds of  miles  inland. 

The  chief  lion  in  the  Island  is  the  Coupefe  which  we  had  some  diffi- 
culty in  finding,  and  as  the  Sarkois  speak  a  most  peculiar  sort  of  mon- 
grel French  we  were  sadly  puzzled  when  we  attempted  to  enquire  our 
way  ;  none  of  us  moreover  knowing  much  more  of  French  than  they  did 
of  English.  We  however  managed  to  find  the  snug  little  inn  kept  by 
Madame  Haslehurst,  and  where  we  had  the  freshest  of  bread,  butter, 
fruit  and  porter,  (no  spirits  are  sold  on  the  island);  after  which  we  were 
directed  by  our  excellent  landlady  to  the  Coupee  which  was  close  at 
hand.  This  is  a  natural  bridge  that  connects  Great  and  Little  Sercq, 
about  500  yards  long,  and  less  than  a  couple  of  yards  wide,  and  as  it 
rises  perpendicularly  nearly  400  feet  from  the  level  of  the  sea,  on  both 
sides,  it  requires  a  clear  head  and  steady  foot,  to  cross  it  comfortably.— 
I  believe  formerly  the" width  of  this  footway  was  even  less  (about  2  feet), 
but  the  ridge  has  either  fallen  or  been  cut  since  then. 

We  were  shewn  an  old  cannon  lying  in  a  road  not  £ar  from  here  with 
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the  following  pretty  history  connected  with  it : — "A  convivial  soul  resi- 
ded on  LiuJe  Sark,  and  being  almost  the  only  inhabitant  of  it,  he  was 
driven  to  seek  for  kludred  spirits  on  the  mainland  (if  so  small  a  piece 
of  the  world  as  Great  Sark  may  be  so  termed).  Now  when  this  jolly 
bacchanalian  found  towards  the  close  of  the  evening,  that  he  was  shaky 
about  the  legs  and  head,  not  sure  footed,  in  fact  which  would  sometimes 
be  the  case,  owing  to  the  salmon  at  dinner  possibly,  or  from  seeing  his 
friends  getting  "  screwed",  he  wisely  thought  it  advisable  to  experimen- 
talise on  himself  before  venturing  across  the  narrow  Coupefe.  If  he 
could  manage  to  walk  on  the  gun  backwards  and  forwards  without  slip- 
ping off,  all  right,  and  away  he  trudged  home,  if  not,  he  barked  his  shins. 
and  was  obliged  to  lay  down  and  sleep  it  off,  at  least  sufficiently  so  for 
another  trial.'9 

There  is  only  one  church,  which  is  in  the  diocese  of  Winchester,  and 
no  village  or  town  in  the  island,  which  is  about  three  miles  and  a  half 
long,  and  one  and  a  half  at  the  broadest;  is  governed  by  "the  Seigneur," 
who  appears  almost  a  king,  his  subjects  numbering  about  700.  They  have 
their  own  form  of  government,  tho'  in  some  measure,  I  believe,  subject 
to  Guernsey.  There  is  no  public  house  on  the  island,  and  murder  and 
suicide  has  never  been  known,  and  I  repeat  again,  this  enchanting  little 
island  is  a  perfect  realization  of  the  "  happy  valley."  After  roaming 
about  all  the  afternoon  we  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  turn  our  faces 
towards  the  little  harbour  again,  as  we  were  to  leave  at  five ;  and  return- 
ing by  the  same  road,  tho'  with  ever  new  pleasure  we  sauntered  over 
the  hill,  watching  the  colours  of  sea  and  sky,  and  the  varying  effects  of 
sunlight.  Jersey  lay  in  the  distance,  and  beyond  it,  clear  and  distinct, 
the  coast  of  France,  with  a  shoal  of  white  sailed  fishing  boats  creep- 
ing about  in  the  light  breeze.  Farewell !  dear  primitive  little  Sark, — I  .  j  / 
wonder  shall  I  ever  visit  your  tranquil  valleys  again,  or  with  the  same  >  / '// 

fresh  delight. 

We  had  a  boisterous  passage  across  to  Guernsey  in  the  steamer,  most 
of  our  fellow  passengers  prostrate  with  the  "mal  de  mer"  and  it  was 
eight  o'clock  before  we  were  in  Guernsey  harbour, — right  glad  were  we 
to  get  on  board  our  own  comfortable  vessel,  to  rest  our  weary  limbs,  for 
we  were  downright  tired  with  our  rambles,  so  it  was  "  a  glass  of  grog 
and  turn  in  "  early  after  supper  as  usual. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  club,  on  the  ISth  November,  which  was  attended 
by  a  numerous  company.  R.  Hewitt,  Esq.  (the  Commodore)  in  the  chair 
and  E  Knibbs,  Esq ,  (the  Vice- Commodore,)  and  A.  Turner,  Esq  in  the 
Vice- Chairs.  The  spread  was  most  ample,  embracing  every  luxury  in  sea- 
son, reflecting  the  greatest  credit  on  Messrs.  Eglington  and  Co ,  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  the  head-quarters  of  the  club. 

The  chairman  baring  proposed  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  which  were  duly 
responded  to,  the  "  National  Anthem"  was  sung  by  the  Professionals. 

Mr.  Logie  then  rose  and  said,  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  fhe 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club— one  of  those  who  met  some  five  or  six  year* 
back  at  the  Folly  House,  and  established  a  club,  then  consisting  of  some 
seventeen  or  eighteen  members.  Never  did  they— even  those  who  were  meet 
sanguine— think  that  out  of  that  little  body  would  arise  so  great  a  club, — a 
club  numbering  300  members,  and  he  hoped  that,  if  the  same  care  and  atten- 
tion were  bestowed  to  its  interests  as  had  ever  been  shown  by  its  officers  they 
might  yet  see  it  at  least  the  second  Yacht  Club  in  the  metropolis.  That 
it  would  take  the  lead  of  all  no  one  could  expect  while  such  a  monster  so- 
ciety as  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  was  in  existence;  and  he  was  proud 
to  see  around  him  among  their  own  members,  many  belonging  to  that  great 
institution,  which  had  ever  been  most  affable  to  its  young  neighbour,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club.  There  was  also  a  club  which  had  ever  been  kind 
to  them ;  he  meant  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,  with  whom  he  (Mr. 
Logie)  thought,  they  might  yet  compete,  if  not  surpass.  He  hoped  they 
might  ever  go  on  gaining  greater  power,  and  he  felt  confident,  when  he  looked 
at  the  vast  number  of  gentlemen  assembled  that  evening,  that  by  the  end  of 
next  season  they  would  be  second  only  to  one  other  similar  institution.  He 
felt  the  greatest  pleasure  in  giving  them  "  Prosperity  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Yacht  Club,  and  may  it  flourish  a  thousand  years.'*  Long  and  loud  were  the 
cheers  that  followed. 

Mr.  Burney  in  proposing  "  the  health  of  the  Commodore,**  said  there  were 
many  kinds  of  commodores,— there  was  the  speaking  commodore,  the  useful 
commodore,  the  ornamental  commodore,  and  the  active  commodore.  They 
would  all  agree  with  him  that  Mr.  Hewett  possessed  two  of  those  qualities, 
useful  and  active,  he  combined  the  qualities  of  the  thorough  sailor  with  the 
perfect  gentleman  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Burney)  felt  assured  that  all  due  honour 
would  be  paid  to  the  toast. 

The  toast  was  most  enthusiastically  drunk,  and  the  worthy  commodore 
in  returning  thanks  said,  It  was  much  easier  for  a  person  to  speak  of  another 
than  to  speak  of  himself.  He  felt  proud  of  the  position  in  which  the  club 
had  placed  bim,  and  of  the  continual  confidence  which  was  reposed  in  him; 
and,  although  he  had  frequently  thanked  them  for  a  similar  compliment  to 
that  which  had  been  passed  on  him  than  evening,  it  had  never  afforded  him 
greater  pleasure. 
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Mr.  Herring  proposed  "  the  health  of  the  Vice- Commodore."  He  said 
Mr.  Knibbfl  was  one  of  the  original  promoters  of  the  club,  and  like  bis  worthy 
chief  officer,  a  thorough  sailor;  always  at  his  post ;  added  to  which,  his  great 
kindness  and  obliging  manners  secured  the  friendship  of  every  person  in 
whose  company  he  cruised.  He  might  confidently  say  that  Mr.  Knibbs  was 
"  the  right  man  in  the  right  place." 

The  Vice-commodore  in  his  usual  quiet  manner  returned  thanks. 

Mr,  Leggein  a  very  able  speech  paid  a  deserving  compliment  to  Mr.  P. 
Turner,  (the  Treasurer,)  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he 
had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  offiee.  He  had  endeared  himself  to  the 
members  by  his  strenuous  exertions  in  prom  q ting  the  well  doing  of  the  club 
and  bv  his  gentlemauly  conduct  to  all.  He  concluded  by  proposing  the 
"  health  of  Mr.  Turner." 

Mr,  Turner  who  was  indisposed,  expressed  his  inability  to  thank  them  in 
terms  sufficient  to  convey  the  full  appreciation  of  the  honour  just  conferred 
on  him.  He  would  continue  to  use  those  exertions  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
club,  which  had  gained  their  approval.    (Cheers.) 

"  The  health  of  the  Secretary,  Mr,  R.  Sadleir,"  having  been  proposed  and 
honoured  amid  great  applause,  he  replied  he  was  much  gratified  by  the  kind 
feeling  displayed  by  the  members  present,  as  it  conviuced  him  that  his  ser- 
vices, during  the  short  time  he  had  been  in  office,  had  been  devoted  to  the 
right  course — the  welfare  of  the  club.  He  should  endeavour  to  deserve  their 
approbation. 

Several  other  toasts  followed,  including  the  healths  of  Dr.  Berncastle,  the 
late  Commodore,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Chubb,  the  late  Secretary,  both  of  whom  are 
now  residents  of  8ydney. 

The  evening's  enjoyments  were  prolonged  to  a  late  hour* 
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Tbb  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  was  celebrated  on  Thursday  evening, 
November  26th,  at  Willis's  Rooms,  King  Street,  St.  James's,  which  was  pre- 
sided over  by  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq.,  Rear- Commodore.  The  room  was  very 
tastefully  fitted  up  with  flags  of  all  nations,  interspersed  with  the  colours  of 
the  different  yacht  clubs  of  the  kingdom.  After  the  removal  of  the  cloth 
the  Chairman  said — Gentlemen,  no  toast  gives  greater  pleasure  than  the  one. 
which  I  am  about  to  propose,  and  which  is  always  given  first  at  all  dinners. 
Her  Majesty's  goodness  has  made  her  generally  beloved,  and  her  fame  has 
made  her  known,  not  only  in  every  home  throughout  the  islands  of  Great 
Britain,  but  also  over  every  part  of  the  known  world.  I  feel  the  greatest 
delight  in  giving  you  "  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria." 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  every  demonstration  of  loyality. 

The  Chairman  then  said,— The  next  toast  which  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
giving  is  rather  a  numerous  one.  First  of  all  comes  the  Prince  Consort,  late 
Prince  Albert.     His  actions  have  made  him  much  liked,  and  I'll  not  detain 
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you  to  talk  about  htm,  but  will  go  at  once  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  10 
dow  coming  into  note.  I  hope  he  will  be  a  good  sailor,  and  uphold  the 
cause  of  yachting.  He  gives  promise  of  being  a  fine  young  man,  and  I  hope 
he  may  prove  such.  I  give  you  "  The  Prince  Consort,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family." 

The  next  toast  was  (( the  Army  and  Navy,"  which  the  chairman  introduced 
by  saying— .Within  the  last  few  years  it  has  not  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  navy 
to  gain  any  laurels,  except  in  a  little  affair  over  in  China,  but  I'm  sure  that 
had  the  chance  been  afforded  them  they  would  not  have  been  backward. 
The  army,  however,  has  been  specially  favoured,  if  I  may  so  term  it.  Look 
at  Havelock  (the  applause  at  this  moment  was  very  great,)  they've  made 
him  a  baronet ;  why  a  man  like  him  deserves  to  have  a  pension  of  £10,000 
and  an  earldom.  I'm  one  of  your  go-ahead  Reformists.  I've  just  left  Ame- 
rica ;  they  call  that  a  free  country ;  so  it  is ;  but  its  not  half  so  free  as  Old 
England,  then  why  don't  we  treat  our  heroes  better?  Many  a  man  for  doing 
less  has  had  more,  and  I  repeat,  and  mean  it,  too,  that  Havelock  deserves  an 
earldom,  and  our  heroes  generally  ought  to  have  greater  encouragement.  I 
will  give  you  the  toast  of  "  The  Navy  and  Army,  with  three  times  three,"  and 
I  will  couple  with  it  the  name  of  my  friend,  Captain  Robertson. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  great  applause,  and  a  long  continued  cheer  was 
added  for  General  Havelock. 

Captain  Robertson  having  returned  thanks. 

Mr.  Arcedeckne  on  rising  to  propose  the  next  toast  said — Some  fifty  years 
ago,  you  might  have  often  seen  yachts — little  things  you  know — proceeding 
on  the  meandering  bosom  of  "  that  silvery  stream,"  the  Thames,  to  Woolwich 
or  thereabouts.  Every  little  hatch-boat  then  was  called  a  yacht,  and  people 
took  everybody  with  a  checked  shirt,  trousers,  tight  at  the  knees,  and  straw 
hat,  to  be  a  yachtsman.  Yachtsmen  were  very  humble  in  those  days ;  but 
now  a  yachtsman  is  decked  up  like  a  man-of-war's  man,  and  covered  all  over 
with  buttons.  (A  laugh.)  Talking  of  buttons,  I  was  down  at  Portsmouth 
once,  and  saw  a  man  with  gold  stripes  and  smothered  in  buttons.  A  friend 
of  mine  said  to  him,  "  Well,  you're  either  somebody  or  else  you're  nobody* 
and  as  it  turned  out  he  happened  to  be  nobody.  (Laughter.)  We're  assem- 
bled here  to-night  to  enjoy  ourselves,  as  a  fellow  ought  to  do  at  an  annual 
dinner.  We're  assembled  here  to  commemorate  the  establishment  of  a  Yacht 
Club  second  to  none  in  the  kingdom.  (Cheers.)  About  the  year  1837  this 
club  had  its  origin,  and  it  has  gone  steadily  on  till  we  now  number  600  mem- 
bers, rather  a  large  number,  and  many  of  us  float  our  banners  on  the  Thames. 
Mr.  Goodson  was  a  great  friend  of  mine ;  he  made  the  club  what  it  is,  and  I 
regret  to  find  that  he  has  left  us,  for  I  am  sure  that  no  one  performed  his 
duties  better  than  he  did — no  one  was  more  able  to  fill  the  office  of  Commo- 
dore, and  he  was  always  at  his  post.  (Cheers.)  Now,  to  come  back  again, 
we've  as  many  yachts  as  any  club;  we're  all  jolly  fellows,  and  TU  give  you 
"  Prosperity  to  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,  and  long  may  it  flourish.* 

This  was  followed  by  the  toast  of  "  The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don.'*    Mr.  Valence  returned  thanks. 
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Mr.  A.  Crossley  rose  and  said— Very  few  words  of  mine  are  required  td 
do  justice  to  the  toast  which  I  am  about  to  propose.  Our  worthy  chairman 
is  well  known  to  you  all.  (Hear.)  And  not  merely  known  to  the  members 
of  the  club,  but  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land,  and  all  over 
Europe  and  America.  He  has  held  many  high  offices,  fo  canvassing,  I  believe, 
lor  the  borough  of  Harwich.  He  has  ever  been  a  patron  and  friend  to  this 
club,  and  I  am  confident  you  will  do  justice  to  the  toast  which  I  now  pro- 
pose— "The  health  of  our  worthy  Rear-Commodore,  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq.*' 
This  toast  was  most  rapturously  received. 

Mr.  Arcedeckne  rose  to  return  thanks,  but  several  minutes  elapsed  before 
he  could  proceed— cheer  after  cheer  made  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  James 
resound  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Royal  Londoners ;  when  silence  was  re- 
stored he  said — There  are  occasions  when  a  fellow  feels  nervous,  and  this  is 
one  of  them.  You  will  hardly  fancy  that  I  am  a  nervous  man  after  the  brazen 
manner  in  which  I  have  addressed  you  this  evening,  but  I  am  as  timid  as  a 
deer.  Mr.  Kirby,  your  Vice-Commodore  (after  Mr.  Goodson  had  retired,) 
not  coming  among  you,  I  was  asked  to  take  the  chair  this  evening,  at  first  I 
said  "  No,"  and  after  considering  I  said  "  Tea,**  and  here  I  am  in  the  chair. 
Its  an  easy  matter  to  get  into  the  chair,  bnt  you  have  to  get  well  out  of  it 
again,  and  that  is  no  easy  matter.  You  have  taken  me  quite  unprepared  I 
have  not  had  time  to  write  out  a  speech.  (A  laugh.)  If  ever  the  borough 
of  Harwich  does  return  me  I  shall  address  them  in  this  manner.  The  other; 
day  I  addressed  a  body  of  free  and  tw  ependent  electors^  and  among  them 
I  recognised  an  old  friend  of  mine  who  had  been  in  the  House  for  fortyyears; 
lie  was  always  considerrd  the  most  sensible  man  in  that  House.  Now,  it 
never  mattered  what  a  debate  was  about,  the  only  word  he  ever  ottered  being 
44  No,"  and  by  that  means  be  maintained  his  character  for  sensibility  during 
all  that  period.  (Laughter.)  I  thank  you  most  sincerely  tor  the  cordial 
manner  in  which  you  have  drunk  my  health.  After  long  cheering  he  again 
resumed — I  have  got  a  few  words  to  say  respecting  what  has  happened  to 
me  within  the  last  few  months.  My  friend,  Mr.  Grinnell,  a  member  of  this 
club,  asked  me  to  pay  a  visit  to  America  with  him,  and  I  agreed.  I  had  for- 
gotten to  state  that  I  had  heard  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  having  elected 
me  an  honorary  member.  The  moment  I  stepped  ashore  they  ran  up  the 
flags  of  the  Royal  London  and  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Clubs  and  greeted  me 
most  cordially.  Perhaps  you  thought  that  by  my  going  over  there  I  was  neg- 
lecting my  post  of  Rear-Commodore  of  this  club;  but  I  thought  I  could 
make  your  name  better  known  by  going  rather  than  by  stopping  in  the  river 
Thames.  Though  America  is  at  tho  present  in  considerable  difficulties,  yet 
she  goes  hand  in  hand  with  another  great  nation  which,  of  course,  shall  be 
mentionless  They  invited  me  to  two  or  three  dinners.  Now  they  were 
something  like  dinners,  and  such  venison — none  of  your  haunches,  but  a 
whole  deer,  and  other  good  things.  Then  there  was  toddy,  and  we  drank 
till  we  could  not  drink  any  more,  and  yet  went  home  sober.  Now  that's 
what  I  call  true  hospitallity.  Some  people  think  that  hospitality  consists  in 
drinking  a  quantity  of  sherry  and  champagne,  getting  home  to  bed  with  a 
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fearful  headache,  and  waking  np  in  the  morning  with  ditto,  and  vivid  recol- 
lection of  the  events  of  the  pr*Hf  ding  evening;  but  we  went  to  bed  like  sensi- 
ble beings,  I  shall  never  forget  the  kindness  of  the  members  of  New  Yotk 
Yacht  Club,  and  I  am  sure  that  any  gentleman  who  goes  to  the  capital  of  the 
United  States  will  meet  with  the  same  hearty  reception.  When  1  left  they 
hauled  down  the  colours  of  the  Royal  London  and  Royal  Harwich  Yacht 
Clubs,  and  nailed  them  on  the  walls  of  the  New  Yotk  Yacht  Club-house 
where  they  are  for  ever  to  remain.  (Loud  cheering.)  I  now  come  to  the 
yacht  clubs  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whose  name  is  legion.  Of  them  I  have 
not  much  to  say ;  but  I  feel  assured  that  I,  in  my  office  of  Commodore  o 
the  Royal  Ilarwich,  and  every  other  yacht  of  Great  Britain  will  ever  be  moat 
happy  to  give  you  a  hearty  welcome.  Gentlemen,  I  am  about  to  give  you 
u  The  Yacht  Clubs  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  all  Foreign  Yacht  Clubs, 
coupled  with  the  New  York  Yacht  Club. 

This  toast  was  received  with  immense  cheering;  indeed,  throughout  the 
speech  the  chairman  was  warmly  greeted. 

Mr.  Eagles,  the  respected  Treasurer,  proposed  the  "  health  of  the  Yiee- 
Commodore,  J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq.,M  and  stated  that  the  absence  of  that  gentle- 
man was  caused  by  a  family  bereavement. 

Mr.  Crossley — Had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  the  next  toast,  which  was 
one  that  would  elicit  a  hearty  response  from  all  present: — He  would  give 
them,  "  The  worthy  Treasurer,  George  C.  Eagles,  Esq.,  and  the  officers  of 
the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club."    (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  Eagles  returned  thanks,  regretting  that  they  had  lost  their  chief  officer 
and  that  they  mustered  so  few  that  evening.    The  club  had  not  long  since 
sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  way  of  funds,  but  they  had  now  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  hand,  and  he  hoped  their  lists  would  continue  to  fill  with  new 
members. 

The  Chairman  rose  and  said — There  is  a  gentleman  on  my  right  hand 
whose  father  was  the  greatest  friend  that  Robert  Burns  ever  had.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  many  of  the  members  present  went  down  to  Manchester,  and  all 
must  have  admired  the  admirable  arrangement  displayed  in  every  department 
of  the  building.  The  Exhibition  of  1851  was  a  great  and  a  glorious  under- 
taking, and  the  Crystal  Palace  at  Sydenham  also  ranked  among  the  world's 
greatest  buildings ;  but  the  Manchester  Art  Treasures  Exhibition  may  vie 
with  them  in  the  order  displayed  within  its  walls.  One  of  the  chief  persons 
connected  with  the  raising  of  that  structure  was  Mr.  Peter  Cunningham,  who 
has  acquired  great  celebrity.  Anything  I  can  say  will  not  do  justice  to  the 
toast,  and  I  therefore  at  once  give  "  Literature  and  Mr.  Peter  Cunning- 
ham." 

The  toast  was  received  with  great  applause,  snd  Mr.  Cunningham,  \  s 
also  hailed  on  rising  with  cheers.  In  the  course  of  an  able  speech  he  ct  - 
gratulated  the  club  upon  the  eloquence  of  their  Rear-Commodore ;  spoke  f 
his  hospitality  and  yachtsmanlike  qualities ;  thanked  them  for  drinking  I  i 
health ;  and  concluded  by  proposing  "  The  Press.*'  Several  other  toasts  €  - 
lowed,  and  a  more  joyous  meeting  has  seldom  been. 
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Rotal  Canadian  Yacht  Club. 

The  regatta  came  off  aL  Toronto,  on  the  26th  of  May  laat,  for  the  Queen'a 
Cap,  presented  by  the  Corporation.  The  course  was  from  a  line  opposite 
Ree's  Wharf  to  a  buoy  in  the  II umber  Bay,  from  thence  round  a  buoy  on 
Gibraltar  Point,  and  then  return  to  a  boat  moored  off  the  Club  house.  This 
was  ran  oyer  twice,  making  in  a  direct  line,  about  eighteen  miles,  which,  of 
conree,  does  not  include  the  distance  run  in  tacking. 

Being  so  early  in  the  season,  the  number  of  yachts  entered  for  this  race 
was  not  so  large  as  at  «\  later  period  might  be  expected. 

The  following  came  to  the  starting-buoy: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yaoht  List  for  1857* 


No. 


7 

2 

8 

12 


Yachts.  Names. 


Queen ., 
Osprey 
Wave... 
Qygnet 
Riret  . 


Rig 


sloop 
schooner 
mudian 
schooner 
schooner 


Tons 


8 
9 
6 
8 
16 


Owners'  Names. 


J.  T.  Kerby,  Esq. 

S.  T.  Green,  Esq. 

T.  S.  Robertson,  Esq.,  Vlce-Com. 

E.  M.  Hodder,  Esq.,  "Commodore 

J.  Henderson,  Esq.,  Captain 


iU. 


At  1 1  o'clock  the  wind  was  light  and  variable,  bnt  the  vessels  went  off  in 
beautiful  style ;  in  met  it  was  observed  by  competent  judges,  that  the  start 
could  not  have  been  better  About  12  o'clock  the  wind  became  more  steady 
and  at  the  time  of  first  rounding  the  boat  off  the  Club  house,  it  had  increased 
to  a  pretty  stiff  breeze.    The  first  round  was  completed  as  under  :— 


h.  m*  s. 

Wave  12  24  40 

Osprey; 12  38  20 

Cygnet.. 12  45    0 


h,  m.  s 

Rivet 12  49  50 

Queen  12  52  35 


The  Wave,  it  will  be  observed,  had  the  lead,  which  she  maintained  during 
the  race.  She  was  handled  with  a  great  deal  of  skill,  and  her  sailing  was 
admirable.  The  following  is  the  time  at  which  the  yachts  came  in  to  the 
winning  bnoy  :— 


h*  m.  s. 

Wave 2    3  88 

Cygnet  2    6  03 


h.  m,  a 

Queen    2  14    3 

Osprey  and  Rivet  not  timed. 


Oh  Saturday,  August  29th,  the  annual  Yacht  Race  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Tacht  Club  came  off.  The  prize  was  a  splendid  Silver  Cup,  given  by  the 
owners  of  the  new  boats,  and  valued  at  600  dollars.  The  race  took  place 
in  the  Bay  of  Toronto,  and  the  course  marked  out  covered  about  28  miles, 
starting  from  two  buoys,  moored  on  a  line  with  the  Club-house  and  Gibraltar 
Point,  then  round  a  buoy  at  the  upper  end  of  the  bay,  and  back  again,  keep- 
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ing  the  harbour  buoys  on  the  port  hand,  then  round  the  lighthouse,  and 
down  the  island  on  the  lake  side,  rounding  a  buoy  opposite  Privatt's ;  then 
back  again  to  the  winning- buoy  between  the  flag-boat  and  the  Club-house, 
a  distance  of  83  miles. 

The  following  boats  were  entered  for  the  contest : — 


No. 

Taohtt*  Names. 

Big. 

Tons 

Owners. 

Fairy  

sloop 
mudian 
schooner 
schooner 
nchooner 
schooner 

sloop 
schooner 

lugger 

sloop 

5 

16 

8 

17 

8 
10 

6 

(\  Heath,  Esq. 
T.  Robertson,  Esq. 
J.  Henderson.  Esq. 
H.  McCrea,  Esq. 

—  Stevenson,  Esq. 

E.  M.  Henderson,  Esq. 
A.  Monro,  Esq. 
Major  Magrath 

—  Bolton,  Esq. 
C.  Grasset,  E«q. 

9 

Ware  

12 

Rivet  

Sea  Gull 

8 

11 

Prima  Donna.... 

1 

Dancing  Star 

The  hour  agreed  upon  for  the  start  was  lb.  p.m.,  and  at  that  time  a  large 
collection  of  Colonial  beauty  and  fashion  had  congregated,  and  a  number  of 
small  craft  were  afloat,  manned  with  blue  jackets  of  all  sizes  and  patterns. 
It  was  near  half-past  lh.  before  the  signal  gun  was  fired,  and  then  there  blew 
up  rather  too  much  of  a  gale  from  the  south-west,  which  point  was  dead 
against  the  squadron  at  the  start  This  was  a  contingency  which  they  were 
not  prepared  for ;  and  several  had  to  put  back  to  repair  damages,  and  thus 
lost  their  chance  of  the  prize.  Among  them  was  a  crack  boat  called  the 
Queen;  her  majesty  losing  her  jib  halliards,  and  being  compelled  to  put  back 
to  her  moorings  in  a  bad  plight.  The  Cygnet  was  caught  in  the  squall,  when 
opposite  the  Humber,  and  carried  away  her  peak  halliards,  and  also  the  jaws 
of  the  gaff.  She  had  to  crawl  back  again.  The  little  yacht  Fairy  also  got 
into  trouble,  and  returned.  The  race  was  thus  confined  to  the  Rivet,  the 
Sea  Gull,  and  the  Wave.  The  former,  after  passing  the  first  buoy,  took  the 
lead  and  kept  it,  and  increased  her  distance  so  as  almost  to  make  her  sure 
of  the  prize ;  but,  unfortunately  her  helm  was  not  attended  to  at  the  critical 
point,  and  she  lost  her  advantage,  and  was  unable  to  fetch  up  again  in  the 
teeth  of  the  wind.  The  Sea  Gull  thus  obtained  the  lead,  and  kept  it  coming 
home,  but  closely  followed  by  the  Rivet,  the  little  Wave  being  third ;  but 
as  she  was  the  smallest  of  the  trio,  she  was  awarded  the  prize.  The  Rivet 
16  tons,  Sea  Gull  17,  and  the  Wave  6J  being  allowed  10  minutes  and  a  half 
and  it  was  decided  that  she  had  won  by  10  seconds.  Previous  to  the  start, 
betting  was  3  to  I  on  the  Wave  against  all  the  others  She  is  a  beautiful 
little  craft,  built  at  Toronto,  aud  can  beat  anything  of  her  size  in  the  Pro- 
vincial waters  of  Upper  Canada.  The  Rivet  is  a  beautiful  craft,  built  at 
Clyde,  Scotland,  and  cost  3,000  dollars.  The  Sea  Gull  was  built  at  Hamil- 
ton, C.W.,  and  is  a  crack  boat,  combining  beauty  and  speed.  The  distance 
was  done  by  the  winner  in  three  hours.  ' 

In  the  evening  the  gentlemen  of  the  Sea  Gull  were  invited  to  a  great 
dinner,  prepared  in  the  Club  house,  who,  together  with  the  members  of  the 


YACHTING   IN   CANADA. 


549 


RC  T.C.,  numbered  over  50.  Toasts  were  drunk  to  the  Queen,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Sir  William  Eyre  and  lady,  the  Administration, 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  England  and  America,  the  Commodore  of  the  R.C. 
Y.C.,  and  yachtsmen  generally. 


Another  regatta  took  place  on  Friday,  the  11th  September,  it  was  got  up 
by  the  Union  Rowing  Club  of  Toronto,  under  the  patronage  of  his  Worship 
the  Mayor,  with  most  gratifying  success,  and  the  parties  engaged  deserve 
the  highest  encomiums  for  the  spirit  in  which  they  conducted  the  arrange- 
ments. The  fine  steamer  Highlander  was  chartered  by  the  Club  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  members  and  their  friends ;  and  about  half-past  one 
o'clock  she  steamed  out  into  the  bay,  and  took  up  her  station  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  flag- boat  (the  yacht  Undine,  which  wan  kindly  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Committee  by  her  owner  George  Ewart,  Esq.,)  which 
was  gaily  decorated  with  flags,  and  presented  a  very  fine  appearance ;  on 
board  of  her  were  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  who  acted  as  Judge,  and  the 
Committee. 

The  day  was  a  beautiful  one,  regular  "  Queen's  weather,"  there  being  a 
nice  breeze  from  the  S.S.W. 

The  first  item  on  the  list  was  a  yacht  race  for  a  prize  of  100  dollars,  for 
which  the  following  yachts  were  entered  :— 


Yachtf  Nuqm. 

Bivet 

Cygnet- 

Queen : 

Canada 

Prima  Donna 

Fairy ?..... 

Dancing  Star 


Big. 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
sloop 
sloop 
sloop 
lugger 


Torn 


16 
8 
8 
20 
10 
5 
6 


Owners. 


Jas.  Henderson,  Esq. 
E.  M.  Hodder,  Esq. 
H.  McCrae,  Esq. 
a  Sherwood,  Esq. 
Alex  Monro,  Esq. 
C  W.  Heath,  Esq. 
W.  S.  Boulton,  Esq. 


At  Ih.  30m.  precisely  the  yachts  got  under  way  with  a  fine  breeze,  and 
proceeded  down  the  bay,  to  a  buoy  off  Privatt's  hotel,  rounding  this,  they 
beat  out  to  a  buoy  off  the  river  Humber ;  then  with  a  free  sheet,  along  the 
island  to  a  buoy  in  the  lake  off  Privatt's,  and  then  home  to  the  flag-boat, 
making  a  distance  of  about  twenty -two  miles. 

The  Rivet  was  the  first  off,  closely  followed  by  the  Canada,  and  Prima 
Donna ;  and  as  the  interest  of  the  race  was  centred  in  these  three,  I  shall 
confine  my  remarks  exclusively  to  them,  the  other  boats  being  altogether 
out  of  the  race,  although  one  or  two  of  them  persevered  to  the  end.  As  I 
was  too  much  occupied  with  the  rowing  matches  to  keep  the  time,  I  shall 
be  unable  to  furnish  >ou  with  the  time  of  rounding  the  various  buoys,  but 
give  you  a  description  of  the  race.  After  rounding  the  buoy  off  Privatt's, 
(which  they  did  in  the  same  order  as  they  started),  the  boats  headed  to  the 
W.N.W.,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  the  S.W.    They  stood  on  in  this  manner 
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to  the  buoy  off  the  H amber;  here  the  Canada  took  the  lead,  which  she 
maintained  iu  gallant  style  all  the  way  down  the  lake  to  the  buoy  off  Privates 
with  the  Rivet  second,  and  the  Prima  Donna  close  up.  At  this  point  many 
bets  were  offered  on  the  Canada,  and  they  were  soon  taken  by  the  friends  of 
the  Prima  Donna,  who  had  every  confidence  in  her.  After  rounding  the 
buoy,  the  potation  of  the  boats  was  almost  immediately  changed,  the  Prima 
Donna  (which  boat  was  bandied  in  a  thoroughly  seamanlike  style)  taking 
the  lead,  which  she  kept,  continually  gaining  on  the  other  boats,  till  she 
reached  the  flag -boat,  which  she  turned  at  4h.  5m.  2s.  (being  greeted  with  a 
tremendous  round  of  cheering,  her  young  and  spirited  owner  being  very 
popular,  and  "  all  hands"  were  delighted  at  his  success)  ;  the  Canada  was 
second,  and  the  Rivet  third. 
The  time  of  their  arrival  was  as  follows : — 

h.   m.   s.  |  h.    m.   a. 

Prima  Donna  4      5    2  |  Rivet 4    15    7 

Canada  went  on  the  wrong  side  and  was  not  timed. 

The  Rivet  having  to  allow  the  Prima  Donna  six  minutes  for  difference  of 
tonnage,  it  will  be  been  that  the  latter  was  victorious  by  1 7  minutes. 

Immediately  after  the  start  for  the  yacht  race,  the  rowing  races  com- 
menced with  a  champion  race  for  the  championship  of  the  bay,  and  a  purse 
of  60  dollars,  to  which  the  popular  and  efficient  Chief  Magistrate  added  a 
very  handsome  chased  silver  cup,  for  boats  pulling  one  pair  of  sculls ;  distance 
two  mileB.  Three  boats  entered,  but  only  the  following  two  came  to  the 
«*  scratch,"  viz:  Mr.  Thomas  Tinning's  Sneakaway,  owner ;  and  Mr.  R.  Stow- 
ger's  Britannia,  owner. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  betting  on  this  race.  Tinning,  who  is  champion, 
was  born  and  bred  in  Toronto,  while  Stowger  is  a  Newcastle  man.  What 
added  materially  to  the  interest  of  the  race,  was  the  fact,  that  the  men  had 
pulled  a  similar  race  last  year,  and  though  the  victory  was  claimed  for  Tin- 
ning, yet,  owing  to  the  closeness  of  the  struggle,  a  good  deal  of  feeling  was 
evinced,  many  thinking  that  Stowger  was  the  better  man:so  both  men  having 
plenty  of  friends,  the  betting  was  quite  spirited.  This  was  a  finely  contested 
race  from  the  start ;  Tinning,  who  pulls  a  most  beautiful  stroke,  starting 
away  with  the  lead,  but  was  soon  caught  by  Stowger,  and  now  commenced 
a  most  severe  struggle ;  first  one  boat  was  a  little  in  advance,  and  then 
the  other.  Thus  they  kept,  until  rounding  the  buoy,  when  Tinning  shot 
ahead,  and  was  never  caught ;  winning  after  a  gamely  contested  race,  in  16 
minutes  and  30  seconds,  thus  proving  himself  worthy  the  high  honour  of 
being  the  Champion  of  Toronto  Bay,  a  position  which  he  is  prepared  to 
maintain  against  all  comers. 


To  odr  Friends  and  Correspondents. 

The  «  New  Dinghy  for  Small  Yachts,"  and  several  other  articles  stand  over 
till  next  publication. 
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Aborigines,  description  of,  74 
Accident,  melancholy,  381 
Admiralty  court,  collision,  93 
Admiral,  the  jolly,  106 
Ailsa  Craig,  visit  to.  76 

inhabitants  of,  76 

Albatross,  cruise  of,  37 
Amateur,  an  unlucky,  193 
Amateur  rowers,  ignorance  of,  194 
American  captain,  resolution  of,  55 

— —  -  expedition,  2 

s,  generous  conduct  of,  5 

America  yacht,  builder  of,  319 
Anchorage,  disagreeable,  ISO 
Anglesey  victorious,  260 
Anonyma  victorious,  328 
Arctic  regions,  exploring  of,  2 
Ardnamurchan  light,  anxiety  to  dis- 
cover, 157 
Armada  victorious,  357 
Arrow  victorious,  401,  495 
Artist,  the  amateur,  1 50 
Atlantic,  currents  of,  139 
Avalon  and  Aquiline,  fouling  of,  410 
Azores,  Col.  Meade's  estate  at,  126 

Banba  victorious,  499 
Baptism,  invitation  to,  326 
Barge,  fouled  by,  37 
Barra  head,  cliffs  of,  215 
Beam-ends,  vessel  on  her,  215 
Beaumaris  pier,  calm  off,  244 
Betting,  rather  doubtful,  74 
Ben  Cruachan,  summit  of,  428 
Bergen,  arrival  at,  526 

description  of  527 


>-  dearness  at,  528 
—  Hospital  for  lepers  at,  529 
Museum  at,  529 


Berth,  an  uncomfortable,  106 
Bijou  victorious,  336,  460,  499 
Birkenhead  Docks,  search  in,  208 
Boar  of  Papa,  terrible  tide,  141 
Boats,  lowering,  at  sea,  311 
Bondhus,  village  of,  519 
Bommel  Fiord,  entrance  to,  518 
Bouncing-beauty,  the  young,  207 
Bowness,  rowing  boats  at,  196 
Breakfast,  appetite  for,  25 
Brighton,  appearance  of,  26 
Bristol  Channel,  swell  in,  535 
Broadstairs,  the  cliff  at,  118 
life  boat,  first  attempt  of. 


lugger,  an  appeal  in  aia 


of,  61 


Brixham,  notice  of,  537 
Brock,  awful  position  of,  171 
Bute,  Kyles  of,  131 

Caiman  victorious,  403 

Calm,  enjoyment  of,  112 

Cambeltown  Lough,  entrance  of,  113 

Cantabs,  the  famishing,  522 

Cape  Leonda,  landed  at,  36 

Capsize,  cause  of,  193 

Cardigan  bay,  dangerous  indraught 

of,  247 
Carlingford  lough,  visit  to,  73 
Carribbean  Sea,  currents  in,  141 
Cathedral,  divine  service  at,  531 
Cattegat,  currents  of  the,  141 
Cecile  victorious,  895 
Central  United  Yacht  Club,  rumours 

of  a,  244 
Challenge  to  all  the  world,  373 
Channel  islands,  round-about  course 

for,  200 
Charley  Vose,  death  of,  111 
Charm  victorious,  297,  306 
Charter- Oak,  the  yacht,  240 
Chieftains,  piratical,  120 
Clearing  ground,  new  method  of,  323 
Clergyman,  the  friendly,  216 
Clifford's    plan  for    lowering  ships' 

boats,  87,  3 ;  I 
— —  meeting  in  support  of,  88 
Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club,  dinner  of, 

501 
Coast  guard,  boarded  oy,  38 
Collapsible  life-boat,  experiment  with 

452 
Collision,  fearful,  133,  409 

letter  on,  412 

Committee,  decision  of,  412 
Colville,  Lord,  on  utility  of  life  boats, 

60 
Companion,  an  unexpected,  106 
Commodore  Good  son,  resignation  of, 

461 

letter  on,  474 

Confidante,  the,  325 

Corinthian  crews,  143 

Corse  will  point,  rising  sea  near,  242 

Coryvreken,  sailing    directions    for, 

428 
Countess,  the  frail,  274 

retirement  of  the,  275 

Count,  the  injured,  376 

revenge  of,  377 

Coupee,  history  connected  with  the, 

541 
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Cowes  Castle,  190 
Crew,  the  famishing,  2 1 4 
Crinan  Canal,  passage  through,  482 
Cruise  to  the  Hebrides  426,  477 
Crusader  victorious,  439,  441 
Current,  equatorial,  140 
Cutter,  curious  tale  of  a,  540 
Cyclone  victorious,  361, 491 
Cygnet  victorious,  434 
Cymba  victorious,  298 

Damsels,  pretty,  540 
Dangerous  eyes,  a  peep  at,  206 
Dart,  spoke  the,  209 
Dinner  of  P.  W.  Y.  C,  642 

of  R.  L.  Y.  C,  543 

Doctor,  the  disturbed.  273 
Don  Juan  victorious,  381 
Dove  victorious,  333 
Dover,  cliffs  of,  78 

old  Harbour  of,  81 

pilot,  devotedness  of,  55 

Straits  of,  21 

Douglas  bay,  rowing  in,  348 

safe  moored  in,  75 

pleasures  of,  75 


trip  to,  106 


Dublin  bay,  appearance  of,  329 
Duel,  the,  377 
Duenna,  the  affrighted,  376 
Dungeness,  course  for,  23 

appearances  of.  25 


—  sea-beach  at,  45 


Eagre  victorious,  850 

East  cliff  lodge,  destruction  at,  85 

Eclipse,  challenge  against,  816 

Editor's  Locker- 
Harbour  pilotage,  463 
How  to  avoid    collisions    with 

steamers,  46 
Bitten  yacht,  47 
New  way  to  make  flags,  417 
North  coast  of  Ireland,  135 
Regattas,  95 
Thames  v.  Essex,  47 
Time  for  tonnage,  418 
Victoria  regatta,  463 
Yacht  captains,  181,  222 
Zuleika  yacht,  95 

Eddy  stone  light,  passed  without  see- 

*       ing,  237 

Egg  Nog,  a  secret  in  making,  108 

England,  Cape  Horn  of,  585 

Ethel  victorious,  445, 447 

Euripides,  whirlpool  called,  142 

Evening,  a  charming,  245 

Expanding    fluke    grapnel,  experi- 
ments with,  462 

Fairy  Queen  victorious,  456 
victorious,  437 


Falkland  islands,  Mr.  Parker's  voy- 
age to,  485 
Farm  house,  pleasant  evening  at,  216 
Females,  the  unprotected,  106 
FingaTs  cave,  grandeur  of,  431 
Fire ,  yacht  on,  39 
Fishbourne,  Isle  of  Wight,  268 
Fishermen's  nets,  fouling  of,  39 
Fishing  boats,  description  of,  ISO 
Fitting  out,  pleasure  of,  145 
Fladbrod,  sheets  of;  524 
Flirt  victorious,  339,  415 
Flora  Mc  Donald,  courage  of,  481 
Folgefonde,  snowflelds  of,  521 
Folkestone,  subsidence  at,  80 
Following  sea,  method  of  lulling,  67 
Francis  victorious,  358 
Franklin,  Sir  J.,  search  for,  2 
Frederickbergh,  castle  of,  532 
Frolic  victorious,  494 
Future  prospects,  a  glance  at,  189 

Gale,  Mr.  Parker's  description  of,  483 
Glance  victorious,  443 
Gleanings  alongshore,  169 
Glide  victorious,  259 
Gram  pusses,  gambol  of;  131 
Grapnel,  unpleasant  visit  of,  537 
Greek  abbot,  dine  with,  35 
— — -  caique,  race  with,  32 
GrinneU,  H.,  noble  conduct  of,  2 
Guernsey,  cheap  stores  at,  539 
Gun,  the  signal,  277 
Gurnets,  shoals  of,  432 

H aliens  Jokolen,  snowy  coronal  of, 

521 
Harbour  charts,  proposals  to  form  a 

committee  on,  233 
Hardanger,  scenery  of  the,  529 
Hartstein,  Capt ,  reception  of,  5 

—  address  of,  to  Her 


Majesty,  7 


visit  to  Osborne,  8 


Harwich,  dinner  at,  303 
Hastings,  mint  at,  43 
Haven  of  Milford,  appearance  o£  337 
Hawser,  method  of  getting  a,  1 H 
Headlands,  shameful    disfigurement 

of,  483 
Heligoland,  rock  of;  119 
Hellgate,  entrance  of;  161 
Henry  VUI,  tower  built  by,  80 
Hermand,  Jedthou,  islands  of,  538 
Highlander,  the  old,  116 
Highland  keeper  and  dogs,  157 
High  water  table,  48,  96,  136,  184, 

224,  312,  368,  468 
H  M.S.  Cornwallis,  ball  on  board  of, 

433 
H.M.S    Southampton,  ball  on  board 

of,  303 
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Holyhead,  bore  up  for,  209 
Holy  Motes  I  what  a  plunge,  163 
Hull,  presentation  of  prizes  at,  4 1 1 


Icolmkil,  sound  of,  430 
Inverary,  description  of,  128 
Interpreter,  description  of,  33 
Invention,  a  valuable,  136 
Iona,  description  of,  164 

founding  original  church   at, 

429 
Ireland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of.  330 
Irish  yachts,  invitation  to,  136 
Isabella  Eugenia,  vow  of,  41 
Islands,  sale  of,  428 
Isle  of  Wight,  steered  for,  27 


Jack's  sound,  passage  of,  248 
Jannette  yacht,  disaster  of,  162 
Julia  (N.  Y,)  victorious,  508 
Julius  Cssar,  landing  of,  82 


Keilakan,  hamlet  o£  479 

Kelpie  victorious,  335,  347,  498 

Eeppel  island,  fire  on,  486 

Kent,  havens  of,  82 

Killiney  hill,  beautiful  view  from,  75 

Kitten  victorious,  292,  300 

Knife,  life  preserved  by  a,  178 


Lake  Ontario,  harbours  and  ports  of, 

254 
Lallah  Bookh,  victorious,  394 
Land,  description  of  the,  126 

land  hoi  236 

's  end,  beating  off,  199 

Languim,  natives  of,  231 

Lasea,  situation  of,  ascertained,  36 

Laurenny,  pulling  up  to,  230 

Leda,  victorious,  358 

Le  Maison  Deu,  notice  of,  79 

Lessons,  two  useful,  287 

Lerwick,  return  to,  553 

Lewis's  Isle  of  Thanet,  discrepancies 

in,  83 
Liberality,  the  ladies,  77 
Lifeboats,  inventors  of,  51,  52 

Lamb  and  White's,  53 

the  Mary  White,  53 

— —  experiments  with,  411 

patent  seagoing,  97 

Lighthouse,  primitive  looking,  518 

Likeness,  striking,  324 

Little  Mosquito,  victorious,  253,  291, 

353 
— -  Russell,  slipping  out  of   the, 

235 
Liverpool  to  London,  cruise  from,  207 


Lizard,  dote  hauled  for  the,  232 
Loch  Awe,  description,  of,  129 

Bracedale,  anchored  in,  216 

Buy,  anchorage  in,  428 

Crinan,  opinion  of.  427 

Duich,  anchor  in,  478 

Fyne,  start  for,  127 

description  of,  127 

— —  Nakili,  good  anchorage,  427 
Scavig,  description  of;  156 


Llanberis,  visit  to,  246 

Pass,  description  of,  246 

London  to  Margate,  the  olden  time, 

168 
Longships,  gale  off  the,  201 
Looe  stream,  swept  thro*,  27 
Lord  Byron's  yacht,  description  of, 

174 
Lovers,  parting  of,  18 
Luckey  (N.Y.)  victorious,  508 
Lullimuns  bay,  anchored  in,  115 
Lul worth,  victorious,  397,  400,  454, 

492 
Lutro,  Mr.  Hugh  Tennent's  search 

for,  30 


Maelstroem,  strength  of,  142 
Magnificent  baths,  discovery  of,  79 
Manby's  mortars,  experiments  with, 

451 
Man  overboard,  rescue  of,  149 
Marrett,  death  of  P.  R,  2 1 7 
Maria  Yacht,  the  318 

victorious,  457 

Margate,  arrived  at,  38 

lugger,  melancholy  fate  of, 

54 

Marriage  settlements,  the  289 
Mary  White,  triumphal  return  of.  55 
Medina  Dock,  rejoicings  at,  8 
M'Donalds,  murder  of  the,  478 
Memoranda  of  Club  Meetings — 

Anglesey,  181 

Birkenhead,  93 

Clyde,  181,310 

London,  91,  185,  221,  368,  461, 
475 

Mersey,  219 

Northern  220,  309 

Prince  of  Wales,  92, 134, 221, 862 

St.  George's,  219 

Sydney,  176 

Thames,  89,  180 

Victoria,  406 
Menai  Straits,  view  from,  245 
Mersey,  not  a  good  yachting  station, 

247 
Midge  victorious  450 
Midsummer  night's  cruise,  21 
Millport,  departure  from,  427 
Minard,  hove  to  off,  130 
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Milford,  description  of,  205 

dinner  at,  438 

Haven,  entrance  to.  203 

suggest  ions  for  national  re- 
gatta at,  204 
Minx  victorious,  434 
Missionary  Society,  unjust  conduct 

of,  489 
Monastery,  visit  to,  34 
Moranger  fiord,  scenery  of,  519 
Mosquito,  the  glorious  old,  186 

victorious,  283,  335,  339, 

383 
Mdster haven,  harbour  of,  518 
My  Cradle  Boat,  238 
My  Log,  tor  1856,  73,  127,  241,434 
Murray,  Kitty,  slanders  on,  14 

Weasel's  advice  to,  19 


wealth  of  old,  72 


Mull  of  Galloway,  race  of,  168 
Mull,  sound  of,  431 


Naval  Architecture,  62 

Naval  officer,  the  musical,  110 

Naze,  the  term,  124 

Neyland,  village  of,  281 

New  York  prizes,  description  of,  503 

— — ~—  Y.  C,  commodore  of,  319 

establishment  of,  319 

Niagara,  U.S.  frigate,  21 1 

equipment  of,  212 

Nimrod,  description  of,  108 

cruise  of,  105,  153 

Northern  Bell,  rescue  of  the  crew,  55 
North  Star,  victorious,  440 

description  of,  440 

Norwegian  houses,  520 

— pilot,  extortion  of,  518 

ponies,  activity  of,  524 

Norway,  departure  from,  532 


Oban,  description  of,  1 16 

start  for,  481 

Oil,  effects  of,  in  becalming  a  heavy 

sea,  66,  102,  484 
Oithona,  victorious,  332 
Old  and  new  world,  connecting  link 

between  the,  210 
Old  Pent,  dciivation  of,  80 
Oncayhe,  the  yacht,  318 
Oral  traditions,  43,  77,  118,  165 
Orders,  private,  234 
Orion,  pleasant  party  on  board,  114 
Ormiston,  T.,  letter  of,  93 
Ostend,  account  of,  41 
Our  la«ly  s  well,  79 

the  shrine  of,  1 12 

Oyster  dredge  boats,  230 


Phuntom  victorious,  292,  301,  435, 

479 
Pladda  island,  abreast  o£  242 
Pleasure  navy,  review  of,  265 
Plover  victorious,  416,  496 
Poetry, 

Ballad  of  the  gulf  stream,  483 

Impromptu,  533 

Internationa]  Ballad,  11 

Legend  of  Earl  Godwin,  121 

New  year's  eve,  20 

hymn,  28 

One!  only  one  I  94 

Regatta,  374 

Resolute,  a  ballad,  9 

Seabird's  song, 

Song  for  a  rowing  club,  152 

Stormy  night  at  sea,  270 

Words  for  the  sick  and  sorrow- 
ing, 218 

Yachtsman's  valentine,  117 
Packets,  fast  sailing,  168 
Painter,  the  generous,  ill  rewarded, 

150 
Pan  Sand,  examination  of;  86 
Passengers,  the  shipwrecked,  280 
Pembroke  dockyard,  steering  for,  228 

■  landing  at,  228 

shipbuilding  at, 


230 


rowing  at,  340 
dinner  at,  342 


Picnic,  the  pleasant,  238 
Fig,  driving  of  a,  217 
Pilotage,  cost  of,  333 
Pilot,  departure  of,  162 

every  man  his  own,  233 

Pip  yacht,  foundering  of,  381 
— —  departure  from,  42 
harbour  of,  40 


Queen's  cup,  presentation  of,  298 
Quickstep  victorious,  303 
Quiver  victorious,  356 


Racing  flag,  improvement  of,  192 
Railway  terminus,  strange  situation 

for,  231 
Ramsgate  harbour,  moored  in,  210 
Rapid  victorious,  410 
Reculver  rock,  tradition  respecting 

the,  125 
Refuge,  harbour  of,  204 
Regatta  ball,  434 
s  and  matches — 

Royal  Oauadian,  537 
Cork,  298 


-  Harwich,  413 

-  Irish,  329 

-  London,  290,  293 
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Kegattas  and  Hatches — 

Koyal  Mersey,  295 

Northern,  439 

Squadron,  392 

Southern,  379 

1  names,  281,  284.  353 

Victoria,  398 

Western  (E)  441 

Yorkshire,  439 

Barrow,  361 

Birkenhead,  258,  305,  457 

Burnham,  490 

Carnarvon,  495 

Clyde,  356 

Criccieth   500 

I)oTor,  496 

Galway,  415 

Gooie,  497 

Grimsby  407 

Harlem,  466 

Howth,  497 

Irish, 459 

Isle  of  Man,  345 

-  Itchen,  807 

Kings  Lynn,  349 

London  Model,  268 

Milford,  435 

New  York,  503 

— —  Paignton,  454 

Pembroke,  337 

Plymouth,  445 

Prince  of  Wales,  250,  351,  468 

Ranelagh,  259,  359 

Swansea,  389 

Teignmouth,  450 

Tenby,  448 

Torbay,  453 

Weymouth,  491 

Windermere,  327 

Revenue  cutter,  commander  of,  74 
Bescue,  the,  278 

Resolute,  discovery  of,  4 

-  state  of,  4 

Her  Majesty's  visit  to,  7 

probable  route  of,  3 

return  of  the  I 

fiichboro'  castle,  open  channel  to  18 
— —  island,  antiquity  of  119 
R.  M.  steamer  Toy,  loss  of  59 
Romans,  rutupium  of  the  82 

Rose  of  York  victorious  411 
Restrevor,  enjoyment  at  73 
Rothesay,  post-office  at  241 
Round  robin,  cause  of  2 
Rowing  boat,  description  of  196 
gentleman,  ignorance  of  194 


Sttbo,  beautiful  lake  of;  522 
village  of,  523 


Safety,  haven  at,  44 
Sail-ho !  40 


Sails,  rule  of  measurement  bv  area  of, 

504 
Sailing,  preparations  for,  109 

directions  on,  269 

Sailor,  yarns  of  a,  213 

Saltwood  castle,  46 

Samaritan,  the  good,  279 

Sands,  origin  of  names  of,  1 25 

Sanspariel,  steam  frigate,  198 

Sappers  and  miners,  survey  of,  77 

Sark,  visit  to,  539 

Scalp&tini,  surprise  of,  276 

Scandal,  trial  for,  68 

Schooner   match,  opinions  on,  288, 

364 
Scotch  and  English  boats,  ircrits  of, 

130 
lasses,  indignation  of,  216 

—  mist,  invariable,  155 

schooner,  the,  213 

Scottish  chief,  treachery  of,  129 
Seagull  (Canada)  victorious,  538 
Secret  victorious,  447 

Sealed  orders,  cruising  under,  200 
Sea,  something  about  the,  137 
Servant's  present,  the,  199 
Seville,  the  ball  at,  274 

scandalmongers  of,  275 

Shadow  &  Coquette,  match  between, 

248 

victorious,  250 

Shakspeare's  cliff,  altered  appearance 

of  80 
Shannon,  irst  voyage  of,  360 
Shells,  quantities  of  beautiful,  538 
Shipwreck,  fearful,  276 
Shooting,  extraordinary,  430 
Skipper,  every  man  his  own,  187 

pusillanimity  of,  214 

Slappin  loch,  anchor  in,  478 

Smith-Barry,  J.  H.,  death  of,  93 

Smuggler,  the  drunken,  71 

Snake  victorious,  459 

Solent,  yachting  in,  869 

Sound  of  Ghia,  troublesome  passage 

through,  427 
Sound  of  Kerrera,  passage  thro',  115 
Sounds,  mysterious  147 
Southampton,  arrival  at,  27 
river,  yachting  pros- 
pects, 225 


town    regattas,   mis- 
management of,  226 
Sorfiord,  view  up  the,  521 
Sphakia,  accommodations  at,  33 

arrival  at,  32 

fire  at,  34 

governor  of,  33 

Saw  mills,  Norwegian,  519 
Steamers,  first  cruise  of,  169 

Eagle,  first  Ramsgate  boat, 

169 
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SielU  victorious,  846 
St.  Lawrence,  village  of  84 
Stevens,  J.  C,  funeral  of  898 
Storm,  sea  after  a  25 
Stoure,  entrance  of  the  81 
St.  Ursula,  cruise  of  29 
*b  boats  crew,  perilous  posi- 
tion of  80 
Studfall  castle,  view  from  44 
Surprise  yacht,  270 
Swansea  dinner  at  886 


Teigumouth,  bad  harbour  to  enter 

587 

■    nautical  fete  at,  451 
Tenderden  church,  tradition  of,  120 
Thames,  yachting  on,  421,  469 
Thought  victorious,  288,  492 
Thunderstorm,  awful,  404 
Tides,  operation  of^  141 
Timber,  preservation  of,  85 
Tommy  Bluffbow,  generous  conduct 

of,  16 
— —  — —  -  Lester's  visit  to, 

18 
Torbay,  visit  to,  586 
Tonnage,  time  for,  871 

Mr.  Marett'fl  opinion  of,  372 

Topsail  adrift,  237 
Torment,  victorious,  460 
Toronto  harbour,  notice  of,  255 
Towing  labour  of,  112 
Travellers,  anxiety  of,  159 
Twenty  v  sixty,  273,  324,  375 


Udsire,  sight  of,  517 
Unwelcome  guests,  35 
Upset,  advice  when,  194 
Urania,  victorious,  358 
Uriel  victorious,  414 
Utne,  village  of,  620 

Vampire  victorious,  444,  453 
Vespa  victorious,  494 
Vesper  victorious,  386,  449 
Vestal  victorious,  287,  880 
Vigilant  victorious,  332,  388.  414 
Viking  yacht,  damage  to,  94 


Violet  victorious  302,  497 
Voyage  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  485 


Wandering  notes,  1,  49 

Wasp  victorious,  307 

Waterfall,  magnificent,  519 

V\  aterspouts,  marine,  142 

Water  Wyvern,  loss  of  the,  133 

Western  islands  population  of,  477 

Wildare  victorious,    415,   437,    447, 

449,  492 
Windermere,  challenge  cup,  195 

fishing  on,  197 

Winds,  phenomenon  caused  by  two, 

143 
Women,  funny  looking  old,  246 

rowing  by,  448 

Worthing,  appearance  of  26 


Yacht  America,  opinion  on  65 

building,  Marett  on  68 

builder,  eminent  62 

crews  98 

club  regattas  103 

cruize  from  Lerwick  to  Bergen 

517 
Tachting  in  America  465,  503 

in  Canada  537 

Intelligence,  182,  367 

Season,  rough  notes  on  185 

Yachtsman's  friend  visit  to  the  234 
Yachtsmen,  non  privileges  of  229 

■ —      useful  hints  to  146 

Yachts  names,  repetition  of  267 

Mr.  WanhiU's  improvements 

of  64 

owner,  the  first  158 

Yachting  reminiscences  145, 198,  228 
Yarns  of  a  sailor  213 
Young  Campbell,  death  of  1 16 
Your  husband,  my  lady  I  875 


Zillah,  log  of  the  207 

description  of  208 

Zoe  yacht,  loss  of  the,  227 
Zouave,  visit  287,  360,  402 
Zuleika  yacht,  186 


ENGRAVINGS. 

Lamb  and  Whites'  Patent  Sea-going  life  Boats,—  page 

Thirty  feet  launch,  as  supplied  to  H.M.  State  Yacht,  and  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental,  and  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Companies I 

Life  boat  going  out  to  the  rescue  of  the  crew  of  the  Northern  Belle, 
wrecked  off  Broadstairs,  January  6th,  1857 55 

Twenty-feet  clinch  built  Ufe-boat,  gigs,  as  supplied  to  Yachts,  Revenue 
Cruisers,  &c 60 

Thirty-feet  Broadstairs  life  boat,  Mary  White,  so  named  from  having 
saved  the  crew  of  the  ship  Mary  White,  wrecked  on  the  Goodwin 
Sands,  1862.^ 63 

London — Hunt  and  Co.,  Printers,  6,  New  Church  Strest,  N.W.  ? 
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